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City Council 
Mayor ‐ Mike Buchite ‐ ‘’10 
Council ‐ Ross Rivard ‐ ‘10 
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Council ‐ Larry  Julik‐Heine ‐ ‘12 
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Chair ‐ Joe Stein ‐ ‘12 
Member ‐ Diane Sander ‐ ‘10 
Member ‐ Irv Stolp ‐ ‘11 
Member ‐ Robyn Beck ‐ ‘11 
Alternate ‐ Lee Casperson  
Member ‐ Ross Rivard 
Mike Buchite, Ex‐officio 
 

Park & Rec Commission 
Chair ‐ Tana Havumaki ‐ ‘10 
Member ‐ Mary Murphy ‐ ‘11 
Member ‐ Bill Davids ‐ ‘12 
Member ‐  Diane Nelson ‐ ‘12 
Alternate ‐ Julie Moore 

Member ‐ Zara Kinnunen  
Mike Buchite, Ex‐officio 
 

Library Board Members 
President ‐ Dr. Bill Young ‐ ‘10 
Member ‐ Deb Julik‐Heine ‐ ‘10 
Member ‐ Leslie Johnson ‐ ‘11 
Member ‐ Barb Anderson ‐ ‘12 
Member ‐ Gerald Platzer ‐ ‘12 
Librarian ‐ Diane Dedon 
 

City Staff 
Jo Everson, Clerk‐Treasurer 
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Mike Kriz, PW Superintendent 
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Kevin & Carol Schumann, Custodians 
Al Rivard, Fire Chief 
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May there always        
be a pot of gold at the 
end of your rainbow. 
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YOU    MUST    BE    A    TAYLORS    FALLS    RES IDENT  
 TO    QUAL IFY    FOR    THESE    PR ICES .  

The annual Spring Clean-Up Day for the residents of Taylors Falls is scheduled for 
Saturday, May 1st. Evergreen Recycling will be available in the lower parking lot at 
City Hall from 9:00 a.m. – Noon.  They will accept appliance recycling, miscellane-
ous garbage, construction material & tires for a nominal fee.    

The Compost Site will also be open 
that day during cleanup hours for 
brush & leaves. 
 

 

 

The Park and Recreation Commission will be 
sponsoring a city-wide clean up beginning at 
9:00 a.m.  Reflective wear and bags will be provided and you will be assigned to an 
area. Make it a family activity day by showing your children the importance of 
maintaining a clean and safe environment. The Friends of Taylors Falls Parks will 
host a Cinco-De-Mayo Dinner beginning at 5:00 p.m. at the Community Center. 

2010 Price List 
Carpet $1.50/yd 
Stuffed Chairs $15.00 
Couches $20.00 
Carload $10.00 
Small Trailer $25.00 
Pick-up/Large Trailer $30.00 
Oversize Load $40.00 & up 
Tires $1.25/tire 
TV’s $5.00/$10.00 
Electronics / batteries No Charge 
Fluorescent Bulbs $1.00/$1.50 

We urge you to take advan-
tage of this opportunity! 

 
 

   Chisago County Household  
       Hazardous Waste (HHW) Facility 

 

               39649 Grand Avenue - North Branch  (651) 237-0912 
 is available for those items that cannot be taken at the   

  annual Spring Clean-Up Day (Hazardous Materials) 
From intersection of County Rd 30 & Hwy 95 go   

       1/2 mile north to Ash Street,  Turn right & go 3/10   
   mile east to Grand Ave - Turn left, 3rd building on    
 the right   (Look for the Chisago County HHW sign) 
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Spring is finally here and is actually quite early this year. We have continued to 
make progress during the winter months with our MnDOT building project and 
a future trail, which will link our Downtown to Cherry Hill Park. 
 

The MnDOT project is slowly moving forward, with the possibility of adding a 
fifth stall to our existing Public Works structure and building a four stall salt/
cold weather storage unit. Financing will be made possible through the Chisago 
County HRA/EDA, as their Board has approved moving ahead. Once the facil-
ity has been completed, MnDOT will move into the new space which means we 

will own the truck station property located at the North end of our main street. Next we will knock 
the building down and clean it up, so the property can be sold for future development and provide 
some of that new revenue I have been talking about. We still have a few details to work through with 
MnDOT, but we expect to complete them by mid May. There are no plans to dig out the “poor” 
soil, until we have an interested buyer and know where a future building will be placed. 
 

We have more .preliminary “good news!”  Our trail grant was approved and we are in the “early” 
stages of mapping the actual trail that will link our Downtown Bench Street to Cherry Hill Park. 
After that, engineering and soil borings will have to be completed prior to starting the trail. If all goes 
well, we “could” begin sometime in the 2011/2012 timeframe. Funding for this project will be made 
possible by using Federal Transportation Grant money and we will also be pursuing additional State 
Legacy grant money as well.  Watch for more information in an upcoming TidBits! 
 

I am always available for questions, concerns or comments. Don’t hesitate in calling or stopping me 
on the street when you see me!     As always, I wish each of you Good Health and God’s Blessings. 

MAYOR’S FORUM  

As I’m sure many of you have heard, Deputy Clerk Jayna Yeske has resigned her position 
with the City and had taken a great job elsewhere.  We will surely miss her contagious smile 
& wish her the best of luck.  The Council has decided that they will not fill her position at 
this time, so her job responsibilities have been shifted to City Clerk-Treasurer Jo Everson and 
Zoning Administrator-Coordinator Larry Phillips.  Those issues that would most affect the 
public include water & sewer billing questions or concerns, which will now be handled by Jo 
at ext. 21.  Billing cycles will remain at month-end in February, April, June, August, Octo-

ber, & December.  Larry is now responsible for animal licensing and reservations for the Community Center in 
addition to his other duties.  He can reached at ext. 22.   
 

The Taylors Falls TidBits Newsletter may not be sent out quarterly as has been in the past with the new time 
restraints.  If you or someone you know would like to volunteer to assist in writing articles and/or organizing 
the newsletter, contact Jo Everson.  We’d   to have the help! 

CITY HALL NEWS 

Jayna Yeske 
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Public Works Superintendent Mike Kriz has received numerous calls regarding the status of the 
street sweeping in town.  He explains that the City’s 38 year old sweeper is in poor condition 
and continues to create costly repairs.  In the last few years, like some of the surrounding cities, 
Taylors Falls has contracted out its sweeping.  The 2010 contract was awarded to Pearson Bros, 
Inc., at $72 per hour. This is a significant expense for our budget.  As such, sweeping will start 
soon and will continue though the summer as the budget allows. We apologize 
in advance if the streets are not as clean as previous years.  But also keep in 
mind that it is only the end of April.  How often have we seen 72o weather 
in April?  In Minnesota it’s common to still have snow in March & April, 
sometimes even in May! 

NOTES ABOUT STREET SWEEPING 

ELECTION LAW CHANGES 

 The State of Minnesota will now hold its official primary date on August 10, 2010. 

 Absentee ballots can be mailed at least 45 days before an election.  Contact the Chisago 
County Auditor to complete the required affidavit. 

 The filing period for the Taylors Falls November election will be August 3rd - August 17th 

 More information on filing and local elections will be included in a future newsletter.  

HOW DO THE RECENT LEGISLATIVE CUTS AFFECT T.F. 

Suppose you diligently worked to establish a budget for your family’s expenses for the upcom-
ing year. Suppose you decided to wait to replace that rickety old mower until after you re-
ceived your income tax refund check. But then suppose someone told you that you couldn’t 
have that income tax refund check because someone else might need it worse than you did. But wait! That’s 
MY refund check!  I’m counting on that $$! You told me I was going to get it! That’s not fair! I was responsi-
ble enough to budget my money so that I COULD buy that lawn mower. How can SOMEONE ELSE tell me 
what I can or can’t do with money that really should be mine! ...Now… apply this same scenario to the 
Minnesota Legislature & Governor Pawlenty’s cut in state aid due to government entities. I’m sure you’ve 
heard & read of the Governor’s unallotments & the Legislature’s new “fix” for their multi-billion $$ State 
deficit. Taylors Falls alone has lost $38,167 in aid in 2007, $36,100 in 2008, $44,889 in 2009, and $57,860 
in 2010, with another $27,933 to come. Think about this. If TF had a deficit like the State, should we be able 
to make cuts in money promised to you just because we can? Instead, you must now find a way to buy your 
new lawn mower thru no fault of your own, just as the City likewise, struggles to do the same. We continue 
to find ways to operate with less money than we had yesterday. The Legislature has proposed that cities 
increase taxes to compensate for the loss of revenue,   Interesting in that the State promises not to increase 
your property taxes… but indirectly suggests that the local governments do.  Taylors Falls does not intend to 
force its taxpayers to make up the difference. That might be the easy way, but it’s not the right way.   
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TF HISTORICAL SOCIETY PRESENTATION 

The TF Historical Society will host speaker Ward 
Moberg on Thursday, May 6th at 7 pm  
at the Memorial Community Center, to 

present:  “Prohibition Activity in the St. 
Croix Valley” … that’s moonshine & 
bootlegging!  The public is welcome  
to attend!! 

A SWEET MOTHER’S LOVE 
A Mother’s love is truly priceless; 

Worth more than diamonds, silver, or gold. 
We recognize her sacrifices 

As, through the years, our lives unfold. 
She taught us all about God’s word. 

With unending faith, her voice was heard. 
Her patient heart came from above, 

For us to cherish Sweet Mother’s Love. 
Mother’s don’t judge you, even if you’re wrong. 

Their love is steadfast, loyal, and strong. 
She sows good see, from up above. 
Then cultivates them wit her love. 

A Mother’s love is rate, indeed. 
She takes care of our every need. 

Even when her golden hair turns gray, 
Sweet Mother’s love is here to stay. 

ATTENTION ALL VETERANS! 

We urgently need 
Veterans from any 

U.S. conflict to  
assist with Memo-
rial Day Services. 

Please contact 
Leland Rivard at 

465-6745. 
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CINCO DE MAYO IN T.F. 

This summer will mark the 14th annual Together with 
Friends Summer Day Camp. This camp is a cooperative 
effort of the First Baptist, First Evangelical Lutheran & 
United Methodist Churches and meets Tuesday & 
Thursday mornings from 9-12 from mid June thru July.. 
The theme this year is Hooked on Jesus, so we’ll be 
fishin’ with a mission. Each morning kids enjoy songs, 
crafts, Bible story lessons, active games, a snack & 
have LOTS OF FUN with friends. All children who have 
completed 1st - 5th grades are welcome to attend and 
can attend any or all of the sessions.  If you spot a group 
of kids & adults in colorful T-shirts & hear the sounds of 
laughter & excitement, you’ve undoubtedly come across 
Together with Friends. We welcome your support & 
encouragement in this community venture. Financial 
support can be sent to PO Box 255 in TF. Registration 
material is available at any of the participating churches 
or by calling Pastor Kevin at 465-6792.  Matching funds 
provided by Thrivent. 

  Games for Kids!    Pinatas!    Music!  
 

All proceeds go toward completing  
Cherry Hill Park  

& Pump House Playground. 

The Friends of Taylors Falls’ Parks is sponsoring the first 
annual Cinco de Mayo dinner at the Community Center 

on Saturday, May 1st, 5 pm - 8 pm 

Featuring “authentic” Mexican food:  tacos, enchiladas, 
chili, chips, salsa, dessert, beverages 

Cost: $7.00 per plate- includes beverage & dessert  
Otherwise, $1.50 for tacos, $2.00 for enchiladas,  

$3.00 for chili, $1.00 for chips and salsa  
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Compost  Site Hours  of Operation:   9‐12 noon  the 1st & 
3rd  Saturdays  from  April  ‐ November  (weather  permit‐
ting)    
Accepts:  Grass,  leaves, garden materials, tree branches & 
logs  no  longer  than  8’  long  &  30”in  diameter.  No  tree 
stumps! 
Location:  From City Hall  go west  approximately  1 mile. 
Turn right into the wastewater facility.  Please stay on the 
gravel road and drive carefully. 
Use: This site is available to the residents of Taylors Falls 
only. An attendant will be on duty to assist you. All bags 
must  be  emptied  and  returned  to  the  user  for  disposal. 
You will have  to empty your own bags and bags are not 
to be left at the site. 

 

Abusers will forfeit their rights to use the site! 

MEMORIAL DAY SERVICES 

C
O

M
PO

S
T
 S

IT
E
 

Memorial Day services will be conducted in TF on MONDAY, MAY 31st at the Kahba-
kong Cemetery at 10:00 a.m. The service will be remembering Veterans from the Civil 
War to Desert Storm.  There will be a gun-salute at 11:00 a.m. on the Highway 8 In-
terstate bridge to recognize Veterans known and unknown and buried or lost at sea. 
 

You need not be a Veteran nor have relatives buried in Kahbakong Cemetery to assist 
with or participate in the Memorial Day services.  If you have information to share or 
have questions, please call ??????????????????????? 

The  City  of  TF  does  n o t 
NOT  sound  a  siren 
when there is a fire.  
However,  we  DO 
have  a  siren  that 
will  sound  in  the 
event  of  severe  weathe r .  
Every  1st Wednesday  of  the month  at 
1:00  p.m.  there  is  a  county‐wide  civil 
defense test when all sirens will sound.  
Because  of  our  close  proximity  to  St. 
Croix Falls, you can, on some days, hear 
more than one siren.   If  it  is not the 1st 
Wednesday  of  the  month  and  is  the 
time  of  the  year when  there  could  be 
severe weather, we urge you to watch 
your news and  listen  to your  radio  for 
further  instructions  ‐  be  prepared  to 
move  to  a  safer  area  of  your  home!  
City Hall  is considered a fall‐out shelter 
in  case  of  tornados  and  bad  weather 
for  those  residents who  are without  a 
basement,  &  for  tourists.    For  more 
information, please contact the Co‐City 
Civil  Defense  Directors  ~  Fire  Chief  Al 
Rivard 465‐5133 ext. 27 or Council Mem‐
ber John Tangen at 465‐5705. 

SEVERE WEATHER 

TAYLORS FALLS IS INCLUDED IN A 
BURNING BAN UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE! 
     Minnesota’s Fire Danger                No Open Burning Allowed 

Only campfires in a 3’x3’ fire pit 
ring are permitted.  BE VERY 

CAREFUL & CONSCIOUS of your        
surroundings!  



Children about to enter kindergarten through grade eight are invited to experience a 3-day one-room 
school adventure. The sessions will be held in the 1852 Town House School located in Taylors Falls 
across the street from the Memorial Community Center (Depot). The schedule is as follows:  Session 1, 
June 22, 23 & 24; Session 2, July 6, 7 & 8; Session 3, July 13, 14 & 15. Each session is held on Tues, Wed 
& Thurs, beginning promptly at 10 am & ends at 2:30 pm. Parents must provide transportation. 
 

SESSIONS ARE LIMITED TO 24 STUDENTS, WITH REGISTRATION ON A FIRST-
COME, FIRST-SERVED BASIS. The fee is $30 per student per session. Children are encouraged to 
dress as early pioneers, and should bring crayons, scissors, a pencil, & his/her own beverage and lunch. 
 

For more information and registration forms, call Jean at 715-483-3012. Feel free to leave a message 
& your call will be returned. Parents are invited to assist one or more days of the session. 

Please let us know if you will be interested. The Pioneer School is sponsored by the 
Taylors Falls Historical Society & the public is invited to observe the daily sessions. 

NOXIOUS WEEDS 
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If you haven’t licensed your dog and/or cat 
for the ‘10 year, effective April 1st the license 
fee(s) are now $20 for dogs/$10 for spayed 
or neutered, and  $10 for cats/$6 for spayed 
or neutered.   Any dog/cat over the age of 6 
months old is required 
to be li- censed with 
proof of current ra-
bies vacci- nations.  We 
can double check to see if we already have 
that information on file.  Just give us a call. 

PET LICENSING 
Remember that new books are always coming 
into the library & there are lots of old books 
waiting to be read. We also have internet ac-
cess & magazines! Come in & see what you 
can find!                  

Any weeds greater than 6”  in height, are considered a nuisance according to City ordinance. The Public 
Works Department will notify owners or occupants of property violations. If the weeds have not been 
destroyed, the City will do so at the expense of the owner. Noxious weeds include:  
 

Bull Thistle, Canada Thistle, Plumeless Thistle, Musk Thistle, Perennial Sow Thistle,           
Hemp, Purple Loosestrife, Field Bindweed, Leafy Spurge & Poison Ivy 

 

Homeowners are also responsible for the mowing of ditches & ROW up to any public street or 
alley in the City.  You must also keep the inlets & outlets of culverts free of debris. 
 

If you are unsure as to what the weeds look like or the mowing requirements, please contact the 
Public Works Department at 465-5133 ext. 25. 

LIBRARY NEWS 

HOURS 
Wednesdays 

2 - 5 pm & 6:30 - 8:30 pm 
Saturdays 

2:30 am - 12:30 pm 

2010 PIONEER SCHOOL “ANISHINABE: THE OJIBWE PEOPLE 
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66th Annual 

Firemen’s Smelt Fry 

Saturday, May 1st  
4:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 

$10 Adults / $5 Children 
 

Smelt, beans, coleslaw, rolls,  

          pickles and beverage 

 
 
 

 
 

   July 16th - July 18th 
                        To include: 
     3rd Annual Tug Across the St. Croix River                                         

(               (sponsored by the Lions Club) 
 

                                       

 

Grand Parade * Kiddie Parade * Street Dance * Fireworks 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

       29th Annual 

Firemen’s Catfish Contest 
Saturday, July 24, 2009 7:30 p.m. to  

Sunday, July 25, 2009 7:30 a.m. 
On the Upper St. Croix River 

 

1st Place $600 & Trophy  
 Prizes to 10th Place 

(based on 65 boats with 2 people)                
$60.00 per Boat 

 

FREE BREAKFAST FOR PARTICIPANTS SERVED 
AT THE LONS’ PARK ON SUNDAY MORNING 

St. Joe’s Eats 
St. Joseph Catholic Church will be  

sponsoring a food and drink social event  
Saturday, July 17th 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.   

on  Bench Street in Taylors Falls 
Outdoor dining offering… 

 

  The Best Burgers on Bench Street  
  Hotdogs & Brats 

   Pop and Water 

The Taylors Falls Historical Society  
invites you to their annual Independence Day Pie & Ice 
Cream Social on the lawn of the Taylors Falls Memorial 
Community Center  

 SUNDAY, JULY 4th               
6:30 - 8:30 pm 

 
While they last… 

Hotdog, Chips 
& a Pickle $2.00 

Cannon to blast 
at 8:30 pm 

Drawings! 
Great Prizes to Win! 



STUMBLIN’ DOWN MEMORY LANE            by Jack Liljenberg 
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1940 PROPOSED NEW SCHOOL IN TAYLORS FALLS 
 

The accompanying image is a 1940 drawing of a proposed new grade and high school 
building that was to be located on the east side of West Street in Taylors Falls.  The 
drawing was drawn by a Saint Paul architect, William M. Ingemann, and the proposed 
new school was intended to replace the Kingsbury grade and high school building then 
in use about where is now the Angel Hill Apartments building on the east side of Basil 
Street on Angel Hill.   
 

On Tuesday, March 11, 1941, via a 91.8% favorable vote, the voters of the Taylors Falls 
school district approved a bond issue for the construction of the new building.  However, 
World War II and the adverse,  post-war economic conditions prevented the new school 
from being built until ten years later - in 1951.  Yet, the 1951 building was erected ac-
cording to a different design, which was also drawn by William M. Ingemann but with 
the aid of another architect, Milton V. Bergstedt. 
 

The first classes were held in the new school on Wednesday, January 9, 1952, and the 
new building was dedicated on Monday evening, February 11, 1952.  Several additions 
and major changes have since altered the 1951 building, which since 1992 has served 
only as an elementary school. 
 

From the first, 1915 class to the last, 1992 class, there were 78 Taylors Falls High 
School [TFHS] graduating classes, which had a total of about 1,655 graduates [the vari-
ous lists of graduates vary].  The school colors were royal blue, white and black since 
about 1914 when the first high school classes were held, and the Bluejays name and 
bluejay em- blem were 
o f f i c i a l l y adopted by 
the TFHS s t u d e n t 
body on W e d n e s -
day, Janu- ary 24, 
1940. 

Even though the 1940 school building design was not used it surely would have been a 
fitting home for the Bluejays! 

 

Pump House Playground 
 

The Pump House Playground, a tot lot, was completed 
last year. The playground is located at the corner of 
Maple and West Streets. Yet to be installed is a chain 
link fence for the protection of our “tots”. The Friends 
of Taylors Falls’ Parks is seeking donations, volunteers 
and/or fencing to complete this project. If you are inter-
ested, please contact Tana Havumaki, 465-0353. 

PARK NEWS 
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SPRING & SUMMER BUILDING PROJECTS? 

Cherry Hill Park 
 

The Parks and Recreation, Friends of 
Taylors Falls’ Parks, and volunteers 
continue to make progress at Cherry 
Hill Park. In April the roofing boards 
were added to the pavilion and it is 
expected the roof & cupola will be 
installed this summer. 

Will you be working on any spring or summer projects and do they require a building or zoning permit?  
These are questions that can be answered by Larry Phillips, our Zoning Administrator-Coordinator by call-
ing 465-5133 ext. 22.  How much will a building permit cost?  This can be answered by calling Jack 
Kramer, the Building Inspector at 651-351-5051.  If your project requires a dumpster there are five com-
panies that have licenses with the City to haul refuse.  They currently include: 

∗ Croix Valley Pick-up (651-257-6316)  *  All-Ways Hauling, Inc. (651-982-1475) 
∗ SRC, Inc. (651-462-5298)     *  Chisago Lakes Sanitation (651-257-4763) 
∗ Waste Management (800-640-5571)             

 

Don’t forget to call before you dig.  Call GOPHER STATE One-Call Locates at 800-252-1666. 

Beautiful young people are an accident of nature…            
beautiful old people have created themselves. 
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