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The FSB (Federalnaya Sluzhba Bezopasnosti, successor to the KGB) and GRU (Glavnoye Razvedyvatelnoye Upravleniye 
Generalnove Shtaba, Russian military intelligence) stir up trouble, particularly in countries formerly subject to the 
Soviet Union or the Warsaw Pact. 

And Russia’s principal weapon is energy.  “The big strategic worry used to be the Soviet navy’s capacity to 
blockade Europe’s sea lanes.  Now it is the Russian gas company Gazprom’s ability to blockade its pipelines.”  
That sets up what Lucas calls “the Kremlin’s favorite tactic: divide and rule.” 

Lucas’s journalistic approach to a book risks a short shelf life, but the book  not only establishes a factual 
baseline, it also indicates clear trends.  Writing before Russia’s August 2008 war on Georgia, Lucas suggests why 
Putin was fussing over the Conventional Forces in Europe Treaty.  It “could be the first stage in a military 
intervention…conceivable in an artificially stoked conflict between Georgia and South Ossetia or Abkhazia, or 
both.” 

More disturbing, when the west failed to react to earlier probing attacks upon Georgia, “The Kremlin will have 
drawn a striking conclusion: that Georgia’s allies are largely unwilling to speak out in its defense.” 

As Lucas paints it, Russian misbehavior is not a series of one-off delinquencies, but a criminal syndrome. 

Indeed, the book draws an image of Russia as a transcontinental cleptocratic cesspool run by a crime syndicate.  
It operates by “bombast, bullying and bribery…threats and selective arm-twisting…When all else fails, Russia 
uses the methods of terrorists and gangsters.” 

“The less resistance Russia meets, the more assertive it becomes.”  Today, “the west is losing the new Cold 
War.”  Losing what?  And why should a bloke in Birmingham, Boston or Bologna care? 

Putin’s Russia is insidious partly because it lacks the unifying theme of communism.  The USSR was easier to 
explain in Birmingham or Boston.   Moreover, though aggressive, its messianic mission also dictated caution. 

In contrast, when will the gangsters of the Kremlin—spurred by greed, aggression, antipathy to the west and 
lack of resistance—miscalculate and swagger across an indelible red line?  Attacking NATO ally Estonia?  
Selling advanced weapons to Iran?  Stoking the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt?  Taking a step too far with 
Hugo Chavez in Venezuela? 

The New Cold War is the handwriting on the wall.  Read it and consider Lucas’s final admonition: “Until we 
make it clear that we believe in our own values, we cannot defend ourselves against the subversion and 
corruption that are leaking into our citadels of economic and political power.”  
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