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Romul us, M chi gan
Wednesday, Decenber 10, 2014
9:07 a. m

(Al references to M. Butler in this
transcript are to M. Janes Butler, Jr.,
unl ess ot herwi se specified.)

MR. BUTLER  This is the videotaped
deposition of M. Judson Estes taken for use at trial
and cross-exam nation and for all |awful purposes
under the CGeorgia Cvil Practice Act. W're here in
Detroit, Mchigan. Wuld you -- M. Brantley is on
t he speakerphone listening in, says he's not going to
participate. Counsel for Chrysler Goup, next tinme
you all have sonebody on speakerphone, please give ne
advance notice and let me knowif they' re going to be
speaki ng because it's very disruptive.

Any ot her things on the steno before we get
started, Ms. Jeffrey?

M5. JEFFREY: No.

MR BUTLER Let's crank it up.

VIDEO TECHNI Cl AN.  Stand by, please. W
are now on the record. The time is 9:08 am This is
t he begi nning of tape 1 of the videotaped deposition

of M. Judson Estes in the matter of Wal den, et al.

770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Global Reporting & Video Page 6



© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N PP

N RN NN NN R R R R R R R R R
aa &~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M w N - O

Walden vs. Chryder Judson Estes 12/10/2014

versus Chrysler Goup, et al.
Today's date is Wdnesday, Decenber 10th,
2014. My name is Bill Hunt, the legal video
specialist. Wuld counsel please identify thensel ves
and whom they represent for the record?
MR BUTLER JimButler, Jeb Butler, and
paral egal Beth @en here for the plaintiffs.
MS. JEFFREY: Sheila Jeffrey fromMller
Canfield, Alan DeG aw, in-house counsel for Chrysler
G oup, and for the w tness Judson Estes and for
Chrysler.
VI DEO TECHNI CIl AN.  Wbul d the court reporter
pl ease swear in the w tness?
JUDSON ESTES,
was thereupon called as a witness herein, and after
having first been duly sworn to testify to the truth,
the whole truth and nothing but the truth, was
exam ned and testified as foll ows:
MR BUTLER Let the record reflect M.
Brantley is attending by tel ephone.
EXAM NATI ON
BY MR BUTLER
Q State your nanme for the record, please, sir.
A Judson Estes.

Q Where do you |ive?

770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Global Reporting & Video Page 7
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4740 Kensington Road, MIford, M chigan.

How close is MIford to Auburn HIls?

32 mles.

Do you still work at Chrysler?

Yes.

Wien did you start at Chrysler?

May 19t h, 1986.

So you' ve been there 29 years?

Al nost .

Are you still at the Auburn Hills technical center?
Yes.

How | ong has your office been there?

| have to do a little math.

Roughl y?

17 years.

|s Chrysler's headquarters there, as well?

Yes.

Is M. Marchionne's U S. office there in Auburn HIls?
| don't know.

Have you met with counsel for Chrysler before this
deposi tion?

Yes.

Wio did you neet with?

Ms. Jeffries, M. Vandro (phonetic).

Anybody el se?

770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Global Reporting & Video Page 8
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Woever's on the phone, nane --

M. Brantley?

Yes.

Where did you all neet?

Chrysler's headquarters.

Auburn Hills, M chigan?

Auburn Hills, M chigan.

When was that?

Monday.

How | ong?

| think it was an hour and a half.

Is that the only neeting you've had with Chrysler's
| awyers before this deposition?

On this topic, yes.

What do you nean, on this topic?

|"ve nmet with | awers previously.

But on the topic of this deposition that's the only
one?

That's the only one.

Was M. Brantley here in Mchigan for that neeting?
No.

In 1986 Chrysler was called Chrysler Corporation; is
that right?

| believe so.

And then at sonme point Daimer got an interest in

770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Global Reporting & Video Page 9
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Chrysler and it becanme known as Dai ml er Chrysler?

Yes.

Do you know when -- do you renenber when that was
about ?

| believe 1998 but I'mnot sure.

And when did Daimer give up its interest in Chrysler;
do you renenber?

Sonetime in 2007.

That's when Cerberus Capital Minagenment or sonet hing
i ke that bought Daimer's interest; is that right?

| believe that's what happened.

And Fiat acquired an interest -- its interest in 2009?
A. That's a nuddl ed picture, | don't understand what
happened.
Q Ckay. But you work for Chrysler Corporation?
A Yes.
Q You wor ked for DaimerChrysler?
A Yes.
Q Then you worked for Chrysler Goup?
A Yes.
Q And now you work for Fiat Chrysler?
MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form
A | don't think | work for Fiat Chrysler yet.

BY MR BUTLER
Q Al'l right.

770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Global Reporting & Video Page 10
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A
Q

A

A

| don't believe that's consummated, as it was.
The new entity is going to be called Fiat Chrysler
Aut omobil es -- gosh, it's a Netherlands corporation,
isn't it?
| don't know --

MS. JEFFREY: (bject --

-- what it's call ed.

BY MR BUTLER
Q

Ckay. Well, | want to ask you, in your conversations
with Chrysler counsel did you tal k about any
docunent s?

Yes.

Did you tal k about docunents that were generated back
when you wor ked for Chrysler Corporation?

Yes.

Did you tal k about docunents that were generated back
when you worked for DaimerChrysler?

No.

Did you discuss the actions that were undertaken by

t he aut omaker known as Chrysler back when it was

call ed Chrysler Corporation?

Yes.

And the actions undertaken by the automaker back when
it was called DainerChrysler?

No.

770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Global Reporting & Video Page 11
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Q Ckay. Tell us what Chrysler's |awers told you about
anyt hing that preceded 2009?

MS. JEFFREY: [|'m going to object and
direct himnot to answer questions regardi ng our
di scussi ons.

MR BUTLER And why is that?

MS. JEFFREY: Attorney-client privilege.

MR BUTLER Of the video just a mnute.

VIDEO TECHNICIAN: Al right. 9:13, we are
off the record.

(Of the record at 9:13 a.m)

(Back on the record at 9:14 a.m)

VI DEO TECHNI CI AN:  9: 14, we are back on the
record.

BY MR BUTLER

Q Did you have any discussions with Chrysler counsel
about any clains that the entity known as, quote,
Chrysler Goup, L.L.C., close quote, is not
responsi ble for the 1999 G and Cherokee?

MS. JEFFREY: ['mgoing to direct himnot
to answer any questions about our discussions, they're
privil eged.

MR BUTLER Well, that's a specific
question, M. Jeffrey, are you directing himnot to

answer the question?

770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Global Reporting & Video Page 12
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MS. JEFFREY: Yes, | am
MR, BUTLER  Then you need to state the
grounds.
MS. JEFFREY: Because you're seeking
attorney-client privileged communi cati ons.
BY MR BUTLER:
Q M. Estes, are you going to abide by Ms. Jeffrey's
instruction you're not to answer that question?
A I will.
MR. BUTLER May we have a stipulation, M.
Jeffrey, that if you instruct himnot to answer he's
going to follow your instruction and so | don't have
to ask that repeat question?
MS. JEFFREY: That's fine.
BY MR BUTLER
Q M. Estes, will you so stipulate?
A Sur e.
Q Thank you. | understand that you're going to Italy
sonetinme in January?
| hope so.
Wl |, have you been assigned to a job in Italy?
Yes.
Wiere will you be working in Italy?

Three various plants.

o >» O > O >

Wiere are they?

770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Global Reporting & Video Page 13
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Q

A

> O >» © » O » O >» O > O F

A
BY MR BUTLER

Turin, Mdena and Cassi no.

Wiat do they make there?

Cars.

What kind of cars?

Al fa Ronmeo and Maserati cars.

When did you get that assignnent?

Last year.

20137

2014 was the year.

What nont h?

Difficult to say.

When do you expect to nove?

It would seem a reasonabl e question, but | can't
answer that because | don't have an expectation. |'m
wai ting on the Italian governnent bureaucracy to issue
a form

Do you have a place to live already over there?

No.

MS. JEFFREY: Were you done with your
answer ?
No -- well, | do not have a place to |ive.

WIIl you be working for -- well, strike that.
What corporation will you be working for?

| think it was determned I'lI|l be working for Fiat

770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Global Reporting & Video Page 14
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I nternational --

Al right.

-- a subsidiary designed to hold the expatri ates.
Do you know what you'll be doi ng?

"1l have the same job | have now.

What's that?

Teachi ng and training probl em sol ving.

How | ong have you had that job at Chrysler?

16 years.

You worked in inpact analysis and inpact testing in
one job or another, as | understand it, from about
1986 through 1998, correct?

Yes.

In 1998 did you nove away fromcrash testing and into
some ot her job?

Yes.

What was the job you noved to?

| worked in the Tol edo assenbly factory.

Al'l right. The beginning of your work managi ng the
crash test programfor the -- strike that.

You began working on G and Cher okees when
you started managi ng the crash test programfor the
1996 and 1997 Grand Cherokees; is that correct?

Whi ch Grand Cherokees? It's a generic nane, please

specify the nane.

770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Global Reporting & Video Page 15
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Q |''mgoing to go by nodel years, '96 to '97, did you
work with crash testing for those vehicles?
'96 and '97 G and Cherokees? Yes.
Yes, sir. Didyou work on crash testing for the '98
G and Cher okees?
Yes.
Did you work on crash testing for the '99 G and
Cher okees?
| did alittle bit.
Al right. How many tines have you given a
deposi tion?
Thr ee.
One of those was in the case of Austin vs. Chrysler, a
New York case; is that correct?
| do not recall
What have you reviewed in terms of docunents to
prepare for this deposition?
| reviewed a testinmony froma previous case.
What case was that?

A | don't honestly recall the case, | didn't read the
title, | read nmy testinony init.

Q Anyt hi ng el se?

A | received copies of a letter to Sergio Mrchionne
that | al so read.

Q A letter from whon?

770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Global Reporting & Video Page 16
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A | believe it was froma fell ow named Sheri dan

Q Anyt hi ng el se?

A No.

Q Have you revi ewed anything about this weck that Reny

Wl den was kil l ed?
No, not that | recall
Do you understand that this weck involved a 1999
G and Cherokee with a rear gas tank?
MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form
You can answer when | object to form
A | think it -- yes, | knowit was a 1999 G and
Cher okee.
BY MR BUTLER
Q WIl you agree that all Jeep G and Cherokees from
nodel year 1993 through nodel year 2004 had rear gas
t anks?
M5. JEFFREY: (bject to form
A | amonly know edgeabl e about '96, '97, '98 and ' 99
G and Cherokees. Previous to that, it's passing
know edge.
BY MR BUTLER:
Q Do you understand that all Jeep G and Cherokees from
nodel year 1993 through nodel year 2004 had rear gas
t anks?

MS. JEFFREY: (bject to the form

770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Global Reporting & Video Page 17
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A

o > O > O

Understand, | don't -- it's an open term | don't know

if they did or not.

BY MR BUTLER
Q

Do you know that in -- for the nodel year 2005,
Chrysler noved the gas tank on the Grand Cherokee away
fromthe rear and put it in the mdships |ocation?
No, | was unaware of any change in geometry for the
car, how it was packaged.
You haven't discussed that w th anybody?
No.
Were you aware that not all Jeeps had rear gas tanks?
Yes.
The Grand Wagoneer, for exanple, had a gas tank in the
m dshi ps | ocation, correct?
| don't know.
WIIl you agree that Chrysler sold G and Cherokees,
Cher okees and Jeep Liberties, all of which had gas
tanks located in the sanme place at the rear of the
vehi cl e?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form
Those three vehicles had gas tanks at the rear of the
vehi cl e.

MARKED FOR | DENTI FI CATI ON:

DEPCSI TION EXH BI T 1

9:22 a. m

770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Global Reporting & Video Page 18
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BY MR BUTLER

Q |'d like to show you Plaintiffs' Exhibit Nunber 1 and
ask if you recognize this as a photograph of the gas
tank from 1999 G and Cherokee that's been wapped in
red?

A From ny opinion, there are no distinctive marks in
this photograph that allow ne to identify it
distinctly as a Grand Cherokee.

Q Does it look Iike a Gand Cherokee to you?

A It |1ooks Iike any car from behind.

MARKED FOR | DENTI FI CATI ON:
DEPCSI TION EXH BI T 2
9:23 a.m

BY MR BUTLER

Q "1l show you Plaintiffs' Exhibit Nunber 2. Maybe
this will help you a little bit. Do you recognize
that as another picture of the same 1999 G and
Cher okee showi ng the gas tank wapped in red?

A This vehicle's picture has no identifying marks, it
has no identifying color. | cannot say that this is a
G and Cher okee.

Q In your work with crash tests on G and Cherokees, did
you ever take off the face bar?

Whi ch Grand Cher okee?
Any Grand Cherokees.

770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Global Reporting & Video Page 19
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A

O >» O > O

o >» O > O >

| don't understand the termface bar. |It's not a term
| ever use. Please illum nate.
You haven't heard that ternf
Face bar?
Face bar.
(Wtness shakes head.)
You were not aware that what | ooks |ike a bunper on
the Grand Cherokees was called by Chrysler a, quote,
face bar, close quote?

MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form
| don't use that term | have not heard that term at
Chrysler before. The termface bar is not famliar to

ne.

BY MR BUTLER

Q
A

Have you heard that term before?

Not until you spoke it.

Did you ever -- in your work in crash testing of Gand
Cher okees, did you ever take off the thing that | ooks
i ke a bunper?

There is a fascia, a plastic fascia.

What does the word fascia --

That woul d --

What does the word fascia nmean?

It's a plastic covering over the structure.

| under st and.

770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Global Reporting & Video Page 20
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pl astic external covering for trimand | ooks on the
outsi de of a car.
MARKED FOR | DENTI FI CATI ON:
DEPGOSI TI ON EXHI BI TS 3-4
9:25 a.m
BY MR BUTLER
Q | show you Plaintiffs' Exhibit Number 3. Do you
recogni ze this as a photograph of a Grand Cherokee

wth that plastic fascia renoved?

A A trimpiece.

Q Yeah, and it |ooks |ike a bunper, right?

A Yes.

Q But it's not really a bunper, is it?

A It's a trim piece.

Q It's atrimpiece, it's a plastic trimpiece, it's not
really a bunper, is it?

A No.

Q It just |ooks |ike a bunper?

A It's a trimpiece to cover up the steel structure.

Q |t doesn't cover up steel, does it, sir?

A Yes, it does.

Q Doesn't it cover up Styrofoanf

A That's the first |ayer.

Q What does the word fascia, f-a-s-c-i-a, mean?

A In terms of Chrysler engineering, it is the skinned

770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Global Reporting & Video
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o > O » O > O »F

O

> O >» O >

Yes, this is a Gand Cherokee.

I's the fuel tank properly | abel ed?

Yes.

I's the brush guard properly | abel ed?

Yes.

|s the spare tire location properly |abel ed?

Yes.

Is the Styrofoaminsert, which you just testified is
behind the trimpiece, properly |abeled?

Yes.

The gas tank is |ocated under the spare tire location,
correct?

Yes.

And under the gas tank is what Chrysler calls a,
quote, brush guard, close quote, correct?

Yes.

The tank sits in the brush guard |ike the brush guard
was a bucket or a bowl, correct?

Yes, it can be characterized that way.

The brush guard is made of steel, correct?

Steel, yes, it's made of steel

It's one mllineter thick, correct?

| could not say exactly what the thickness is, |
didn't design it or release it. | believe it's

t hi cker than that actually.

770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Global Reporting & Video Page 22
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BY MR BUTLER
Q

o > O >

MR. BUTLER Go off the video just a

m nut e.

VI DEO TECHNI CI AN:  9: 26, we are off the
record.

(Of the record at 9:26 a.m)

(Back on the record at 9:28 a.m)

VI DEO TECHNI Cl AN 9: 28, we are back on the
record.

M. Estes, you know, | was trying to figure out where
| got the one mllineter. Have you read the
deposition of Chrysler's expert in this case, M.
a son?
No.
Have you tal ked to anybody about that?
No.
Were you aware that M. O son testified under oath on
page 99, line 19 of his deposition in this case,
quote, the brush guard is one mllineter thick, close
qguot e?
No.
Is M. dson wong?
| don't know.

MARKED FOR | DENTI FI CATI ON:

DEPCSI TION EXHI BI' T 12- A
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BY MR BUTLER
Q

BY MR BUTLER
Q

o >» O > O >

9:30 a. m

Vell, et me show you what's been narked as
Plaintiffs' Exhibit Nunmber 12-A
MS. JEFFREY: |'msorry, 12 what?
MR BUTLER A, as in apple.
MS. JEFFREY: Ckay.

You recogni ze this as a Chrysler docunent; do you not?
M. Estes, doesn't it say right there Chrysler
Corporation at the top of the first page?

Yes.

Do you recognize this as a Chrysler docunent?

It does say Chrysler on it.

Is it a Chrysler docunment?

| don't know.

Do you see in the bottomright corner, it's hard to
read, it's so small, it's got a Bates nunber on it?
Do you see that? And you can see it on the subsequent
pages, it's got a Bates nunber at the bottom You
know what a Bates nunber is, don't you?

Nope.

Vell, 1"l just ask you to assume it's a Chrysler
docunent in the interest of time. Turn to page 2.

Thi s whol e docunment is about the brush guard; is it
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not ?
It appears to be.
Page 2 tal ks about the brush guard assenbly, correct?

Yes.

o > O »F

Page 3, item nunber 1 under general engineering notes
says, quote, material, galvanized steel for item
number 1, 1.00 thick; is that correct?

Yes, it does say that.

Al right. Now, | want to show -- | want you to show
the jury how thick one mllimeter is. Now, I|'ve got
as Plaintiffs' Exhibit 14-B here a ruler that has
mllimeters. Howthick is one mllimeter?

MS. JEFFREY: | object to formand | don't
think it's proper for you to be asking himto
denonstrate this, but I'lIl let himgo ahead and do it.

Can you tell fromthat?

A One mllimeter of steel is one-tenth of a centineter,
whi ch woul d be this thick.
MARKED FOR | DENTI FI CATI ON:
DEPCOSI TI ON EXHI BI TS 14-A & 14-B
9:33 a. m
BY MR BUTLER
Q It's about the same thickness as Plaintiffs' Exhibit
14-A, which is two of ny business cards stapled

together; is it not?
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A

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

Your busi ness cards appear a bit thin.

BY MR BUTLER
Q
A
Q

Do you --

Simlar, though.

Do | need to put three business cards together to nmake
it --

| think so.

-- one mllimeter?

Al right. Anybody got a business card we
can staple? W'Il|l do that and conme back to it.

Back to Plaintiffs' Exhibit Nunber 3, which
is the 1999 G and Cherokee wth the plastic fascia --
wel |, strike that.

Has anybody showed you any phot ographs of
Rem ngton Wal den's Chrysler at the weck scene
bur ni ng?
No, sir.
Have you seen any photographs |ike this of other G and
Cher okees, Cherokees or Jeep Liberties burning after
they were hit in the rear?
No, sir.
Have you investigated any other -- strike that.

Have you investigated any wecks where Jeep

Cher okees, Grand Cherokees or Liberties were struck in
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the rear resulting in a fire?

No.

Isn't it true that Chrysler had a rule that there,

quote, should be no crush in the tank area?

A. Qur rule was that there should be no contact with

harnful surfaces or unfriendly surfaces.

BY MR BUTLER

Q No, sir, that's not true, is it? 1Isn't it correct,
sir, that Chrysler had a rule that, quote, there

shoul d be no crush in the tank area, close quote?

A. That's a rule | was unawar e of.

BY MR BUTLER:
Q Show you PI
Nunber 5-A

produced in this case, Walden vs. Chrysler?

That's what

This docunent is part of the agenda for the, quote,

rear inpact

nmeeting, correct?

A That's what

M5. JEFFREY: (bject to the form

M5. JEFFREY: (bject to form
MARKED FOR | DENTI FI CATI ON:
DEPCSI TION EXHI BI T 5-A

9:35 a.m

aintiffs' Nunber -- Plaintiffs' Exhibit

Isn't this a copy of a Chrysler docunent

it says on top, yes.

tech club, close quote, Decenber 19, 2001

it says, yes.
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o > O »F

Were you a nmenber of the rear inpact tech club?

Not at this tinme, but | was previously.

For how | ong were you a nenber of the rear inpact tech
cl ub?

Three years.

Did you go to their neetings?

Yes, sSir.

According to this docunment, there was a presentation
by M. Mchael Teets on, quote, Review on Fuel
Systens, Cuidelines and Met hodol ogy, cl ose quote,
correct?

That's what it says, yes.

Bul | et point nunber 2 under that, it reads as foll ows,
quote, determning the crush zone, parenthesis, should
be no crush in tank area, close parenthesis, close
quote. Did | read that correctly?

Yes, sir.

You were unfamliar with that policy at Chrysler?
Three years after | left my job in inpact testing and
two years after the release of this vehicle.

Did they change the policy?

It looks like they did. | was unaware of it, it was
not ny | ob.

Are you testifying that the policy for the 1999 G and

Cher okee was there can be crush in the tank area?
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A

BY MR BUTLER
Q

BY MR BUTLER
Q

BY MR BUTLER
Q

A

MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form
W had a policy there should be no contact with
unfriendly surfaces.

MR BUTLER: Move to strike as

nonr esponsi ve.

That wasn't my question. Are you testifying that

Chrysl er changed the policy between 1999 and 2001

about whether there can be crush in the tank area?
MS. JEFFREY: He answered the question.

Object to form

| don't know if they changed the policy, we applied

was different. The fact that it was on this agenda

doesn't nean they changed the policy.

Did Chrysler have in 1998 and 1999 a policy that,
quote, there should be no crush in tank area, close
guote, yes or no?
No, not that |I'm aware of.
Well, they did by 2001, didn't they?

M5. JEFFREY: (bject to form

According to this docunent?
MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

Thi s docunent says it was a review and di scussed, did
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BY MR BUTLER
Q

o >» O > O >

A
BY MR BUTLER

o >» O > O > O

not say it's a change of policy, sir.

Does that nmean Chrysler was thinking about changing
the policy?
Yes, | think that can be clearly stated that they were
t hi nki ng about changi ng the policy.
Was the policy before 2001 that there can be crush in
the tank area; is that your testinony?
If it was contact with a friendly surface.
Is an axle a friendly surface?
Most of the axle is a friendly surface.
|s a bunper a friendly surface?
Yes.
Is a striking vehicle hitting the gas tank in the rear
a friendly surface?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

We never tested that.

Why not ?

It's not required under conpliance under 301.
It happens in the real world, doesn't it?
Yes.

Rear inpacts happen every day, don't they?
Yes.

Are you testifying that Chrysler never tested a G and
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Cherokee with rear gas tanks to see what woul d happen
if it got hit in the rear by another vehicle?

A W tested themaccording to the 301 conpliance form

MR. BUTLER Mve to strike as
nonr esponsi ve.
Woul d you read ny question back, please,
ma' anf
(The foll owi ng requested portion of the
record was read by the reporter at
9:39 a.m:
Q Are you testifying that Chrysler never
tested a Grand Cherokee with rear gas tanks
to see what would happen if it got hit in
the rear by anot her vehicle?)

A In the 301 conpliance docunentation there is another
vehicle involved, a flat frontal barrier noving that
hits the rear of the vehicle. This is, in answer to
your question, we test under 301 conpliance the G and
Cherokees that were hit in the rear by another noving
vehicle, the 301 test barrier.

BY MR BUTLER:

Q Sir, that's just not a true statenent, is it?

A No, it's absolutely true. W test the G and Cherokee
to be hit by the 301 noving barrier.

Q The rear noving barrier test uses a barrier made of
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>

> O > O

A

pl ywood, right?
The front surface is plywod, it otherwise is the sane
as a vehicle.
Does it have an engi ne?
|t does have an engine that's connected to it through
the | cable.
Does it have a motor? Does it run?
If you check --
Can you drive it on the street?
It's a --
MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form

No, you can't drive the barrier on the street.

BY MR BUTLER

Q

Sir, is it your testinony that Chrysler never
replicated a real-world weck where a real vehicle hit
the rear of a Grand Cherokee with a rear gas tank?
Yes, as far as | know we never duplicated the G and
Cherokee being hit by a real-world vehicle.
How far is the back of the gas tank fromthe rear of
the Grand Cherokee car?
The exact dinmension |I'munfamliar wth.

MARKED FOR | DENTI FI CATI ON:

DEPOSI TI ON EXHIBI' T 6

9:41 a. m

BY MR BUTLER

770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Global Reporting & Video Page 32




© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N PP

N RN NN NN R R R R R R R R R
aa &~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M w N - O

Walden vs. Chryder Judson Estes 12/10/2014

Q

| show you Plaintiffs' Exhibit Number 6. Maybe this
will help you. This is also a Chrysler docunent,
correct?

| don't know.

Well, doesn't it say at the bottom quote, EA

12- 005- Chrysl er-034558, cl ose quote?

It does say that.

Al right. Doesn't this docunent tell you that in the
1998 Jeep Grand Cherokee the back of the gas tank was
11.125 inches fromthe rear-nost point of the rear
bunper ?

It does say that.

Thank you, sir. Isn't it true, sir, that Chrysler
knew in 1998 that the G and Cherokee -- excuse ne,
stri ke that.

Isn't it true, sir, that Chrysler knew in
1998 that the gas tank on the 1999 G and Cherokee
woul d be crushed in rear inpacts?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form
The 1998 G and Cherokee --

MS. JEFFREY: He said '99.
He said '99?

MS. JEFFREY: | think he said '99.
The '99 Grand Cherokee does have a crush in rear

i npacts under the 301 conpliance standards.
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BY MR BUTLER
Q Wasn't ny question, sir. Myve to strike as
nonr esponsi ve.

Isn't it true, sir, that in 1998 Chrysler
knew t hat the gas tank on the 1999 G and Cherokee
woul d be crushed in rear inpacts?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

A It changes shape. |If you define that as crush, yes.
BY MR BUTLER:
Q It's mashed in in rear inpacts; is it not?
MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form
A Mashed is, please, a loose term Can you define it
better?

BY MR BUTLER

Q No.
A It changes shape.
Q Isn"t it true, sir, that in the testing done, the rear

novi ng barrier testing done by Chrysler for the Gand
Cherokees with rear gas tanks, the average crush to
the rear of the G and Cherokee was between 6 --
between 16 and 25 inches?

Whi ch Grand Cher okees?

Al of them

There's three specific nodels.

o > O >

1993 t hrough 2004?
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BY MR BUTLER

A Ckay.

second.

record.

BY MR BUTLER

top?

A Yes.
BY MR BUTLER:

A. |'m not aware of the exact nunbers of it.

Q Vell, let's see if you' re aware of this.

off the record.

Q Show you Plaintiffs' Exhibit Nunber 7-A sir. You

recogni ze this as a Chrysler docunent; do you not?

Copyright by DaimerChrysler Corporation, right at the

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

MR BUTLER Go off the record for a

VIDEO TECHNICl AN Stand by. 9:43, we are

(Of the record at 9:43 a.m)

(Back on the record at 9:46 a.m)

VI DEO TECHNI CI AN: 9: 46, we are back on the

MARKED FOR | DENTI FI CATI ON:

DEPOSI TION EXH BI' T 7-A
9:46 a. m

Sir, doesn't it say on the first page

MS. JEFFREY: In red.
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Q Al right. That's ny only question right now, do you
recogni ze this as a Chrysler docunent? 1It's obviously
a Chrysler docunent; is it not?

A It says Chrysler -- DaimerChrysler Corporation at the
top of the docunent.

Q And under -- at the bottomof the first page where it

says 7.9, typical exanple of npbdel and output data,

this docunent says, quote, This section contains

information pertaining to 1999 W to serve as an

exanple. Did | read that correctly?

Yes.

W was G and Cherokee, right?

Yes.

o > O »F

Al right. And if you would, | ook on over at page 7.

There's a chart there that charts the amount of crush

in the 301 rear noving barrier 30-m|e-per-hour crash

test done by Chrysler on G and Cherokees, correct?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

A Difficult totell if it's on a Gand Cherokee. It's a
typi cal exanple of nodel and out put dat a.

BY MR BUTLER:

Q Didn't we just read on the first page, quote, This

section contains information pertaining to 1999 W to

serve as an exanple, close quote? Isn't that what

this entire section is about?

770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Global Reporting & Video Page 36



© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N PP

N RN NN NN R R R R R R R R R
aa &~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M w N - O

Walden vs. Chryder Judson Estes 12/10/2014

BY MR BUTLER
Q

We're still on the same section?
Yes, sir. It says on the top of this page 7, quote,
709, typical exanple of nodel and output data, close
quote, does it not?
Yes, it does.
Ckay. And doesn't this chart, this graph, show that
in Chrysler's own 301 30-m | e-per-hour plywood barrier
crash test of the G and Cherokee, the crush to the
rear was between 20 and 30 inches?

MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form
You know, 1'd like to agree with you but that vertica
axis isn't labeled and | can't read the units on it,
so it's hard for ne to say if that's inches or

centineters or mllinmeters, sir.

Sir, haven't you previously testified under oath that
in the crash testing with which you were famliar on
G and Cherokees, the crush to the rear ran from16 to
24 i nches?

| don't recall

Vell, I'll show you a copy of your deposition taken in
t he case of Natasha Austin and N cole Austin vs.
Chrysler, Suprenme Court of the State of New York on
May 26 and May 27, 2005. Do you renenber that

deposi tion?

770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Global Reporting & Video Page 37



© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N PP

N RN NN NN R R R R R R R R R
aa &~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M w N - O

Walden vs. Chryder Judson Estes 12/10/2014
A No.
Q It was taken in Troy, Mchigan, and I'lI| ask you to
turn --

vi deo?

record.

record.

MS. JEFFREY: Can you just hold a second

| can get a copy of --

MR BUTLER Do you want to go off the

MS. JEFFREY: Yes, for a second.

MR BUTLER  Ckay.

MS. JEFFREY: Thank you.

VIDEO TECHNI CI AN:  9:51, we are off the

(Discussion off the record at 9:51 p.m)

(Back on the record at 9:52 a.m)

SO

VI DEO TECHNI CI AN:  9:52, we are back on the

MR BUTLER Read the question back.
(The foll owi ng requested portion of the
record was read by the reporter at

9:54 a.m:

Q Wwell, I'"ll show you a copy of

your deposition taken in the case of

Nat asha Austin and N cole Austin vs.

Chrysler, Supreme Court of the State of New

York on May 26 and May 27, 2005. Do you
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remenber that deposition?)
A No.
BY MR, BUTLER:
Q Well, does it appear to be your sworn testinmony, the

docunent that's in front of you?

A Yes.

Q Look at page 127, if you would. You got that page?
A Yes.

Q And I'mgoing to read this, and | want -- my question

to you will be whether or not |I read it correctly.
Line 12, question by Ms. Spagnole: kay,
so that would be a range given what you tested of
dynamc crush in a rear inpact for this '97 Jeep G and
Cher okee?
Answer: |'mlooking for maxinuns, |I'm
| ooking for maximuns. 25 at the high end is
what you could expect. 16 -- 25 to 16, | would
say, is a normal range for this vehicle, you
know, at the kinds of weight and speeds that we
hit, closed quote.
Did I read that correctly?
Yes, you read that correctly.
Are you famliar with the next document | want to show
you?

MS. JEFFREY: Is this -- excuse ne,
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A

Counsel , does this have an exhibit nunber or are you

just referring to the --
MR BUTLER | didn't have an exhibit

nunber on it.

MS. JEFFREY: Ckay, that's fine, just.

MARKED FOR | DENTI FI CATI ON:
DEPCSI TION EXH BI T 8- A
9:55 a.m

BY MR BUTLER
Q

I'I'l show you the next exhibit, which is Plaintiffs'

Exhi bit Nunmber 8-A, and this is a chart that was

within one of the exhibits that you tal ked about

t hat deposition in the New York case, correct, or do

you remenber that?
| don't renenber.

Ckay. Well, I'Il get back to that in a mnute.

do recognize this as a Chrysler docunent; do you not?

Yes.

And it says at the top, 1996 ZJ G and Cherokee | npact

Devel opnent Test Sunmary, correct?
1996 ZJ Grand Cherokee | npact Devel opment Test

Sunmary, yes.

Al right. And on the right it's got the measurenents

of crush to the rear of the vehicle, correct?

Yes, 1t does.

in

You
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Q

BY MR BUTLER
Q

BY MR BUTLER

And those measurenments of crush run from19.9 inches
to 24 inches, correct, 24.17?
For all test types, it appears that's correct.
Al right. Now let nme ask you this, sir, would you
agree with me that 19.9 inches is nore than 11 inches?
Yes.
Wul d you agree with me that 24 inches is twice the --
nore than twi ce 11 inches?
Yes.

MARKED FOR | DENTI FI CATI ON:

DEPCSI TION EXH BI T 9-B

9:56 a. m

Vell, et me show you Plaintiffs' Exhibit Nunber 9-B.
This is the entire docunent fromwhich Plaintiffs
Exhibit 8-B, the chart, is taken; is that correct?
M5. JEFFREY: You nean 8- A?
MR BUTLER Yeah, 8-A whatever it was.

The chart is the fourth page of this docunent, right?
Yes.

All right. Isn't it true that Chrysler even had a
rule that when Chrysler did these 30-m | e-an-hour rear
nmovi ng barrier crash tests on G and Cherokees, the

techni cal staff was not supposed to put any
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A

instruments within the back 24 inches of the G and
Cher okee?
The technical instrunents, it's a very broad term and
| think we do have accel eroneters in the rear of the
vehi cl e.
MR BUTLER  Mve to strike as
nonr esponsi ve.
WIIl you read nmy question back to hin®
COURT REPORTER  Yes.
(The foll owi ng requested portion of the
record was read by the reporter at
9:58 a. m:
Q Al right. Isn't it true that
Chrysler even had a rule that when Chrysler
did these 30-m | e-an-hour rear noving
barrier crash tests on G and Cherokees, the
techni cal staff was not supposed to put any
instrunents within the back 24 inches of
the Grand Cherokee?)
Not that |I'maware of, no, | don't think we did.
MARKED FOR | DENTI FI CATI ON:
DEPGOSI TI ON EXHI BI' T 10- A
9:58 a. m

BY MR BUTLER
Q

I'I'l show you Plaintiffs'" Exhibit Nunmber 10-A. You
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recogni ze this as a Chrysler docunment; do you not?
It's not a docunent |'ve seen before.
Is it a Chrysler docunent?

| can't say for certain.

o > O »F

It says at the top, quote, Tech club fuel sector
status presentation neeting m nutes August 9, 2000,
rear inmpact tech club, close quote. Did | read that
correctly?

Yes.

On August 9, 2000 were you still a nenber of the rear

i npact tech club?

No, sir.

But that's the sane tech club we tal ked about earlier,

isn't it?

Yes, Sir.

Al right. Now, if you go over here and | ook at the

page that's marked at the top HAM-- this is another

one of those Bates stanps, HAM 8 -- 80025, the |ast
two nunbers are 25. Do you see that page?

Yes.

Q Doesn't it say right there -- and I'"mgoing to hold
this up and ask the video operator to put the canera
onit. Can you see that?

VIDEO TECHNI Cl AN.  Stand by. Yes, sir.

BY MR. BUTLER:
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Q

BY MR BUTLER
Q

BY MR BUTLER

Q
A.

Doesn't it say right there, quote, No accel eroneters
or other instrumentation in rear 24 inches of vehicle.
These channels are often | ost due to significant crush
in that area and are non-value added. Did | read that
correctly?
You read it correctly underneath test procedure
i mprovenents.
Thank you, sir.
That was after | left.
Well, the reason for the new rule, the inprovenent not
to put any instrunents in the back 24 inches, is
because the back 24 inches was getting crushed,
correct?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form
It says there lost, not that they're crushed, it says

that they are |ost.

The reason Chrysler adopted a rule not to put any
instruments in the back 24 inches of the Gand

Cher okee during crash tests was because that was in
the crush zone --

MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form

-- isn't that true?

Specul ati on on your part. | was not part of the
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i mpact test club at that tine.

Q VWll, inthe tests that you did you testified under
oath that the crush to the rear of the Gand Cherokee
was 16 to 25 inches, didn't you? W just read that a
m nut e ago?
Ve did.
Isn'"t it true the chart shows -- or the graph shows
that the crush to the rear of the Grand Cherokees was
20 to 30 inches?
| can't read the chart, sir. [It's unlabel ed.
Vell, the gas tank is in the back 24 inches of the
G and Cherokee; is it not?
Yes, sir.
The gas tank, the back of the gas tank, is 11.125
i nches fromthe back of the car, correct?
Yes, sir.

Q What happens if the gas tank gets hit in a rear inpact
by a striking car?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

A A striking car at the back of a Grand Cherokee was a
test that we never ran in ny devel opnent peri od.

BY MR BUTLER

Q In the real world what's going to happen if a striking
car hits the back of the Gand Cherokee and has the

sane anmount of crush that you all were seeing in these
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crash tests, up to 24 inches?
MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form
A | don't like to speculate on an answer that |'ve never
run.
BY MR BUTLER:
Wiat's the gas tank made out of in the G and Cherokee?
Hi gh-density pol yet hyl ene.
Plastic, right?
It's a very tough formof plastic.
It's plastic, right?

lt's like Little Tikes toys, yes.

o > O > O > O

Okay. And if the back 24 inches of the G and Cherokee
is crushed in a real-wrld weck by a striking vehicle
hitting the Grand Cherokee in the rear, there's a rea
potential for the gas tank to be punctured; is there
not ?
MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form
A There wasn't a potential for it to be punctured in the
testing | conducted. It didn't contact any unfriendly
surfaces.
BY MR BUTLER:
Q |'mtal king about in the real world, sir. Isn't it a
real potential for puncture?
A |'d speculate on real world. | did not perform

real -worl d tests.
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Q What happens when a gas tank at the rear of a Grand
Cher okee gets punctured in a real weck?
| don't know.
You've got no famliarity with the fires that have
happened as a result of that?

A |'d have to specul ate on what happened in real-world
t esting.

Q Wul d you agree with nme, sir, that what happens to the
occupants of a G and Cherokee sold by Chrysler is nore
i mportant than what happens to Chrysler's crash test
i nstrunments?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

A Yes, what happens to people is nore inportant than
what happens to electronic instrunents.

BY MR BUTLER

Q Isn't it true, sir, that the reason Chrysler stopped
putting instrunents in the back 24 inches of G and
Cherokees during Chrysler's crash testing was because
that 24 inches was in the crush zone?

A It states clearly that instrumentati on was |ost and
that's why they didn't put it in the crush zone.

MS. JEFFREY: Counsel, when you get to a

good point to take a break, could we take five
mnutes? It's been about an hour.

BY MR BUTLER
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A

Q

o > O > O >

Isn't it true, sir, that the 24 inches of crush we've
been tal king about was not in real-world wecks but
was, instead, in Chrysler's 30-m|e-per-hour rear
novi ng barrier testing?
Yes, that's the maxi mum crush, 24 hours (sic) in a
rear noving test.
You -- will you agree that real rear inpact crashes
aren't always at 30 mles per hour or |ess?
It's speculation that people run into each other at
| ess than 30 mles an hour, but | assunme it to be
true.
They also run into each other at nore than 30 mles an
hour, don't they?
| assunme it to be true.
Aut omakers know that, don't they?
| assunme it to be true.
Everybody knows that, don't they?
Everybody doesn't know that.
Well, that is a problem you are absolutely correct,
and we're going to get back to that in a noment about
what peopl e know and what people don't know.

Isn't it true that Chrysler had | eaks in
t he gas tanks even when the Jeeps were hit with a rear
nmoving barrier at only 30 m|es per hour?

Yes, in certain tests our vehicles did | eak.
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Q WIIl you agree with ne, sir, that in the real world,
wr ecks that happen at nore than 30 mles an hour --
strike that.

WIIl you agree with ne, sir, that in the
real world, rear inpact wecks into the back of a
G and Cherokee that happens at nore than 30 mles an
hour is going to cause even nore crush damage?

MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form

A | don't know.

MR. BUTLER Let's go off the video just a
m nut e.

VI DEO TECHNI CI AN:  10: 06, we are off the
record.

(Recess taken at 10:06 a.m)

(Back on the record at 10:14 a.m)

VIDEO TECHNICIAN: It is 10:14, we are back
on the record.

BY MR, BUTLER:

Q Sir, isn'"t it true that Chrysler knewin 1999 that the
gas tank on the Grand Cherokee needed nore protection?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

A. Whi ch Grand Cher okee, sir?

BY MR BUTLER

Q The one wth the rear gas tank.

MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form
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A Three of them had rear gas tanks, which one?
BY MR BUTLER
Q Any of them Let ne ask the question again.

A Ckay.

the gas tank on the G and Cherokee needed nore

pr ot ecti on?

di fference?
A. Because there are three distinct nodels that are

call ed Grand Cher okee.

di fferent structures.

the 1993 through 1998 Jeep G and Cherokee, you all
called that the --
M5. JEFFREY: ZJ.
BY MR BUTLER
Q -- ZJ; is that right?

A Yes, sir.

Chrysler, correct?

A It's a nodel designation used by Chrysler.

Q Isn't it true, sir, that Chrysler knew in 1999 that

A That's the sane question. Wich Gand Cherokee, sir?

Wiy do you ask ne that question, why does it make a

Q Wiy does it nake a difference, is ny question to you?

A They are different gas tanks, different fuel systens,

Q Al right, let's talk about that. Let's talk about

Q Now, that's a brand designation you all used inside
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Q

o > O >

Model designation. Do the words ZJ appear anywhere on
the actual sold G and Cherokee?
' mnot exactly sure they don't, but I'mnot sure they
do.
Have you ever seen themon a G and Cherokee?
| have.
One that's been sold that sonebody's driving around in
the United States?
Yes.
237
Uh- huh.
Okay. The 1993 through 1998 G and Cherokee had a rear
gas tank, correct?
Yes, it did.
The 1998 through 2004 G and Cherokee had a rear gas
tank, correct?
Yes, it did.
The 2005 and | ater nodel year G and Cherokee had a
m dshi ps --
| ' m unaware of what --
-- gas tank?
Ckay. Well, that's three; was there
anot her Grand Cher okee?
There was a ZJ, a W and a W

VWK is 2005 with the mdships gas tank, correct?
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A.
Q

A
Q
A

o >» O >» O >

BY MR BUTLER

|''mnot sure what they did after | left.
After you left what?

After | left the inpact devel opnent zone.
You still work at Chrysler, aren't you?
Yes.

You' ve been working continuously there for al nost 29
years?
Yes.
I's it your testinony you don't know where the gas tank
is on the 2005 nodel Grand Cherokee?
| think it'"s inthe rear, | think it's in the mddle,
| don't know where it is. |'mnot aware of where it
is exactly.
You don't know that it's in the mdships |ocation?
No.
Back to ny question, isn't it true that Chrysler knew
in 1999 that the rear gas tank on Jeep G and Cherokees
needed nore protection?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

The rear gas tanks in which vehicle?

The G and Cher okees.
Whi ch Grand Cher okees?
Any of them

| can't say that we knew that they needed nore
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BY MR BUTLER:
Q

protection.
All right. Isn't it true that in 1999 Chrysler ran a
crash test on the 1999 G and Cherokee with the tank
nodified to give it greater protection fromrear
I mpact ?
M5. JEFFREY: (bject to form
In 1999 Grand Cherokee was nodified to prevent
| eakage.
MARKED FOR | DENTI FI CATI ON:
DEPCSI TI ON EXHI BI T 15- A
10: 19 a. m

Show you Plaintiffs' Exhibit Nunber 15-A Wl |
strike that.

You said 1999 G and Cherokee was nodified
to prevent |eakage. It was only nodified for the
crash test; isn't that correct?

It was nodified primarily for the crash test but
that's not the only benefit.

The nodifications that Chrysler used in that crash
test of a 1999 G and Cherokee were not put into the
actual production run G and Cherokee that people
bought, was it?

| don't know about that, | thought they were.

Show you Plaintiffs' Exhibit Nunber 15-A  You
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recogni ze this as a Chrysler safety test, vehicle
crash test letter; do you not?
Yes, | do.
And the -- it's the report on a test, the test date
was Novenber 18, 1999, correct?
Yes, it was.
Do you know when the Grand Cherokee in which Rem ngton
Wal den died was first sold by Chrysler or a Chrysler
deal er ?
A Can you repeat the question? | was reading, sorry.
MR BUTLER Would you read it back to hinf
(The foll ow ng requested portion of the
record was read by the reporter at
10: 20 a. m:
Q Do you know when the G and
Cher okee in which Rem ngton \Wal den di ed was
first sold by Chrysler or a Chrysler
deal er ?)
A No.
BY MR BUTLER
Q This Plaintiffs' Exhibit Nunber 15-A, this crash test
report dated Novenber 18, 1999, it says the test
purpose is, quote, primary 2004 USA 301 devel opment,
correct?

A. Yes, 1t does.
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Q

And under build condition it shows that the G and
Cherokee for this test has been nodified, correct?
Yes, it does.
It says that the reason for the nodifications on the,
quote, current W body, close quote, was to bring the
body to the WK concept, correct?
Yes, it does.
It says, quote, structural cage to represent '04 nodel
year concept, correct?
Yes, it does.
One of the things that was changed was that there was
a, quote, body rear bunper beaminstalled, close
guote, correct?
Yes.
What's a bunper beanf?
| can't say for sure, you know, the photograph woul d
show it to be that green section.
Vell, | think the bunper beam would be the md one,
woul dn't it?
Yeah, it could be either.
Al right. Isn't it true that what Chrysler did for
this test was they put a cage around the rear gas tank
of the 1999 G and Cherokee?

WIIl you show this on the video?

VI DEO TECHNI Cl AN:  Yes, sir.
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BY MR BUTLER
Q

o > O »F

A

Isn"t that true?

They put a frane around it.

What's that green thing?

It's a green thing.

"Il take the word frame instead of cage. We'Ill cal
it aframe. And isn't it true that for this crash
test on a 1999 Grand Cherokee, instead of having a
plastic fascia and Styrofoam Chrysler put in a steel
beam as a real bunper, that's in red, right? Isn't
that right?

They had a steel bunper installed in this car.

Now, isn't it true, sir, that Chrysler never put
either the green cage around the gas tank or the stee
bunper that's shown in red on this exhibit on any
Grand -- 1999 G and Cherokee that Chrysler actually
sold to the people of the United States?

| don't know, this is beyond ny tine when | was in
this testing devel opnent area.

Have you ever seen a real-world G and Cherokee sold by
Chrysler to Arerican citizens that had a cage |ike
this or a real steel bunper like this on it?

|'ve never seen one with a cage |ike that.

Have you ever seen one with a bunper |ike that?

It's really hard for nme to tell exactly what this
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bunper is different between the steel bunmper that's
standard and this bunper. W do have a steel cross
menber that connects the two rear frame rails, which
is very simlar to what this red bunper appears to be.
MR BUTLER Move to strike --
A | can't --
MR. BUTLER Mve to strike as
nonr esponsi ve.
A | can't tell the difference.
BY MR- BUTLER
Q It says here -- or it indicates here, does it not,
that at the tine -- at this time in Novenber of 1999
Chrysl er was thinking about putting a structural cage
around the gas tank for a future nodel of the G and
Cher okee?
Yes, it indicates that that was a future concept.
All right. That didn't happen, did it?
Not to nmy know edge.

o > O >

Yes, sir. Isn't it the truth that after this crash
test was done on a 1999 Grand Cherokee with a cage
around the tank and a real steel bunper, what Chrysler
decided to do was to nove the gas tank away fromthe
rear?

| can't say.

Isn't it true that for the 2005 nodel year and | ater
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o > O >

>

G and Cherokees the gas tank was in the m dships

| ocati on?

["'mnot aware of it personally.

Never seen that?

No.

Isn't it true, sir, that the 2005 nodel year G and
Cherokees were first sold in the fall of 20047

Phew, | don't know.

Isn't it true that in this test Chrysler didn't do a
rear noving barrier 30-m |l e-per-hour test?

The test letter states it was a 49. 8-m | e-per-hour
test.

And it was an offset test, wasn't it?

| didn't read that, just a nonment. This docunent
doesn't indicate that it was a -- well, it says rear
left and fromthat you could inply it was offset,
but. ..

Look at the third Iine of the docunent. Doesn't it
say 50 mles per hour, 70 percent rear offset?

Ah. Yes, sir, it does say 70 percent rear offset.
Isn't it true that Chrysler obviously concluded from
this crash test where the 1999 Grand Cherokee's gas
tank and had a frane put around it and a rear real
steel bunper installed that the next generation G and

Cher okees' gas tank had to be noved?
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MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

A And | can't specul ate on what they concl uded.

BY MR, BUTLER:

Q Do you have any know edge of Chrysler ever telling any
of the -- of its customers or American citizens that
in 1999 or 2000 Chrysler had concluded it had to nove
the gas tank on the Grand Cherokees fromthe rear?

MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form

A No, | don't have any know edge of that.

BY MR BUTLER

Q Do you know whet her or not Chrysler reinforced the gas
tank -- strike that.

Do you know whet her or not Chrysler
reinforced the rear of the Grand Cherokee to put a
cage around the gas tank and a real steel bunper on it
for the 2000 nodel year Grand Cherokees?
| don't know.
Do you know whet her or not Chrysler reinforced in the
sane way the 2001 G and Cherokees?
| don't know.

Q Do you know whet her or not Chrysler reinforced in the
sanme way the rear of the 2002 G and Cherokees?

No, | don't.
Do you know whether or not Chrysler reinforced in the

sane way the rear of the 2003 G and Cher okees?
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A No.

Q Do you know whet her or not Chrysler reinforced in the
sane way the rear of the 2004 G and Cherokees?

No.
Do you know if Chrysler ever told its custoners and
the Anerican people that Chrysler had concl uded that
the gas tank had to be noved away fromthe rear in the
G and Cher okees?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

A | don't know.

MR BUTLER Of the video just a mnute.

VI DEO TECHNI CI AN:  10: 27, we are off the
record.

(Of the record at 10:27 a.m)

(Back on the record at 10:29 a.m)

VIDEO TECHNICIAN: It is 10:29, we are back
on the record.

BY MR, BUTLER:

Q Do you know of any crash tests Chrysler did into the
rear of any Grand Cherokees with rear gas tanks at
nore than 30 mles an hour other than this one
50-m | es- per-hour offset crash test we've been talking
about ?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

A No, | don't know of any other ones.
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BY MR BUTLER
Q Isn'"t it true that even back in the '90s Chrysler was,
in fact, running 50-m | e-per-hour rear inpact crash
tests on sone vehicl es?
A Not to nmy know edge.
MR BUTLER. Of the video just a mnute.
VIDEO TECHNICIAN: It is 10:30, we are off
the record.
(Of the record at 10:30 a.m)
(Back on the record at 10:31 a.m)
VIDEO TECHNICIAN: It is 10:31, we are back
on the record.
BY MR BUTLER
Q Isn't it true that Chrysler had a rule that in rear
i npact wecks contact with an unfriendly surface is
unaccept abl e?
That's true.
WIIl you agree that a car or truck hitting the rear of
a Gand Cherokee is definitely an unfriendly surface?
MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form
A It's possible it could be.
BY MR BUTLER
Q WIIl you agree that there is nothing to prevent the
gas tank of a Grand Cherokee fromgetting hit when a

car hits the rear of a G and Cherokee?
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A Vell, there's the 11 inches of structural steel that
you previously nentioned so there is not nothing,
there is a substantial anobunt of things to prevent it
frombeing hit.

Q What's between the striking vehicle and the gas tank
sir?

11 inches of crush area that you just denonstrated.
Sir, that's not true, is it?

A You just showed ne that there was 11 inches fromthe
rearward nost point of the gas tank to the rearward
nost point of the bunper.

Q Look at page Exhibit Nunmber 1 again, sir. Doesn't the

gas tank hang down bel ow the bunper, bel ow the face

bar ?
A It hangs bel ow the fascia.
Q What's between the gas tank and a striking vehicle?
A 11 inches.
Q That's above the gas tank, isn't it, sir?
A Yes.
Q And that 11 inches is not structural steel, it's just

the netal of the car; isn't that correct?
MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form
A The netal of the car is the structural steel, sir.
BY MR BUTLER:

Q How thick is that stuff?
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A | don't know.

Q There's not even a bunper there, is there?

A There is a structural cross nenber that connects th
two rear frane rails.

Q It's a piece of sheet netal, isn't it, sir?
It's a piece of netal.
And on top of that piece of netal in the rear of th

car is a piece of Styrofoam correct?

A. Yes, sSir.
And on that -- over that is this plastic fascia,
correct?
Yes, sir.
And I'Il show you again Plaintiffs' Exhibit Nunber

you've got there, this is what the back of the car
| ooks like, isn't it, sir?

A. Yes, sSir.

e

e

3

MR. BUTLER Of the video just a mnute.

VIDEO TECHNI Cl AN:  10: 34, we are off the
record.
(OFf the record at 10:34 a.m)
(Back on the record at 10:38 a.m)
VI DEO TECHNI Cl AN:  10: 38, we are back on
the record.
BY MR BUTLER

Q How far bel ow the bottom of the fascia, that plasti

c
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strip, does the gas tank hang on the G and Cherokee
with rear gas tanks?

A | believe it's 6-A, your exhibit shows it to be 6
inches, if | read the chart correctly.

Q Wul d you agree with ne, sir, that the Jeeps are
hi gher off the ground than other passenger cars?
They can be.
What happens if the Jeep is hit in the rear by a
passenger car with a bunper that is [ower than the
bottom of that fascia strip?

MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form

A It's a test | never ran; | can't specul ate on what

woul d happen.

BY MR BUTLER

car would hit the gas tank; would it not?
MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form
A | don't know.

BY MR BUTLER

Q It's not speculation, sir. The bunper of the striking

Q What happens if when the Jeep Grand Cherokee is hit in
the rear the Grand Cherokee is braking, what happens
as a matter of |ogic?
MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form
BY MR BUTLER:
Q I n personal experience?
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A.
Q

A.
BY MR BUTLER
Q
A.
Q

A
BY MR BUTLER

Q

A

The vehi cl e stops.
Sonet hi ng el se happens, doesn't it, doesn't the back
of the vehicle go up when you hit the brakes?
It can.
What happens if the striking vehicle is braking when
it hits the back of a Jeep wth a rear gas tank?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

Specul ati on.

The nose goes down; does it not?
It can.
Isn't it true, sir, that if a Jeep with rear gas tanks
is hit by a car wwth a bunper |ower than the fascia
strip on the back of the Jeep, and if when a Jeep with
a rear gas tank is hit is braking, and if when the
Jeep with the rear gas tanks is hit in the rear, the
car that hits it is braking, in any of those three
ci rcunstances what's going to nost |ikely happen is
the gas tank takes a direct hit?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

It's speculation, |'ve never tested this scenario.

Did Chrysler ever test that scenario to your
know edge?

Not to ny know edge, no.
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Q Have you ever seen any documents about -- have you
ever seen any Chrysler docunents discussing what
happens in those events?

No, sir.

Al right. To your know edge, was there ever any

di scussion at Chrysler about what happens in those
event s?

No, sir.

You never heard anybody tal k about what's going to
happen if when these Jeeps with the rear gas tanks
gets hit by a passenger car whose bunper is below the
fascia strip; nobody ever tal ked about that?

A | don't recall any conversation.

MS. JEFFREY: |'mjust going to object to
the extent you're asking himwhat may have happened at
Chrysler. Heis --

MR. BUTLER |'m aski ng what he heard.

MS. JEFFREY: (Okay, you can ask himwhat he
hear d.

BY MR BUTLER

Q To your know edge, did anybody at Chrysler ever talk
about the inpact that braking of the target vehicle,
which is the Gand Cherokee with the rear gas tank, or
the striking vehicle would have on the vulnerability

of the gas tank?
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A | don't recall any.
Q Isn't it true that if you' ve got a gas tank that hangs
6 inches below the bottomof the fascia strip on the
Jeep Cherokees and is just 11 inches inside the back
of that fascia strip, that gas tank is obviously
vul nerable to rear inpact?
MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form
A | wouldn't say it's obvious.
BY MR BUTLER:
Q It is vulnerable to rear inpact, is it not?
A It is vulnerable to rear inpact.
Q Thank you, sir. D d you do any work on the 1999
t hrough 2004 G and Cherokees?
On the 1999 vehicle, yes.
What is the difference in the rear of the 1994 through
2004 Grand Cherokee conpared to the 1993 through 1998
G and Cher okee?
A Can you give ne the nodel years again, please?
MS. JEFFREY: Yeah, your nodel years didn't
make sense there.
MR BUTLER  Cxay.
MS. JEFFREY: You had them overl appi ng.
MR, BUTLER I'Ill| strike that. Let ne
start over.

BY MR BUTLER
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Q

A
BY MR BUTLER

Q

What is the difference between -- strike that, too.
What is the difference in the rear between

the 1993 through '98 Grand Cherokees and the 1999

t hrough 2004 Grand Cher okees?

There's a great deal of differences between those

vehicles. There's a different architecture, different

materials --

In the rear |I'mtalking about?

Different architecture, different materials, different

systens. It's along list. | couldn't detail every

part, but if we |looked at it I"'msure there's a |ong

list of different part nunbers indicating different

suppliers, different builds and different designs.

All right. D d both of those vehicles have rear gas

t anks?

Yes, they do.

In both those vehicles, is the gas tank the | owest

thing in the rear of the vehicle under the spare tire?
MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

The | owest thing under the vehicle?

At the very rear. There's nothing belowit in either
one of those vehicles, is there?
Not that | recall, no.

ALl right. In both those vehicles does the gas tank
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sit in a brush guard?
A | believe it does.
In both those vehicles is the gas tank -- the back of
the gas tank about 11 inches fromthe rear-nost point
of the fascia strip?
According to your chart, yes.
Yeah. As a matter of fact, | do know of one change
that was nmade starting with the 1999 G and Cher okee,
instead of the back of the gas tank being 11.125
inches fromthe back of the fascia strip it is 11.375
i nches, correct?
| don't know of that exact --
That's what the chart says, isn't it?

It says 11.125.

o > O »F

You're right, excuse ne. Wiat's the difference --
well, strike that.

Let's go off the video just a mnute. Step

out si de.

VI DEO TECHNI Cl AN:  10: 44, we are off the
record.

(Recess taken at 10:44 a.m)

(Back on the record at 10:49 a.m)

VI DEO TECHNI Cl AN 10: 49, we are back on
the record.

BY MR BUTLER
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Q In your long experience at Chrysler, did anyone ever
question putting the gas tank at the rear of these
Jeeps?

Not that | recall

Never heard anybody say anythi ng about that?

No, sir.

o > O »

Did you ever hear anybody suggest that maybe that was

a bad i dea?

>

No, sir.

That maybe the gas tank would be safer if it was

| ocated at m dshi ps?

M5. JEFFREY: (bject to form

A. No, sir.

BY MR BUTLER

Q Who had the responsibility at Chrysler of nonitoring
the actual field performance of Jeeps with rear gas
tanks in real-world rear inpacts?

A I would assune the director of vehicle devel opnent --

Do you know t hat?

A -- of the safety office.
No, sir.
Q Did you -- were you ever privy to or get any reports

about that?
No, sir.

Have you kept up with the field performance of these
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Jeeps with rear gas tanks at all?

BY MR BUTLER

Q Did you see the video clips on the news --
A No.
Q -- about it burning?

A. No, sir.

Q Have you seen any news accounts about it?

A Yes, sir.

Q When nost recent?

A Last spring when there was a recall announced in the
newspaper, Ssir.

Q Did you see any news accounts of the weck that
happened near Detroit on M 10 on Novenber 11 --

A Yes.

Q -- 20147

A. Yes, sSir.

Q That was a nonth ago?

A Yes, sir.

Q That was a Jeep with a rear gas tank; was it not?

A Yes, sir.

Q It was hit in the rear, wasn't it?

A Yes.

Q It expl oded?

M5. JEFFREY: (Object to form
A ' m not sure what happened, sir.
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A.
Q

A

Didn't see the video clips.
That's the weck in which Cato Wiite (phonetic) was
burned to death; was it not?
| don't remenber her nane, sir.
Do you remenber how old she was?
She was a young pregnant nother. That's all
remenber, sir.
Yes, sir. D d that nake you wonder about whet her
putting gas tanks at the rear of these Jeeps was a
good idea?

MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form
No, sir.

BY MR BUTLER

Q
A.

What | anguages do you speak, sir?
German, English and Italian sonmewhat, sone Spani sh.

MR BUTLER | believe that's all |'ve got.
Thank you very nuch.

MS. JEFFREY: 1'd like to take a
five-mnute break and | may have some direct.

Terry, could you get off the phone so | can
give you a call and then call back in?

MR BRANTLEY: Sure.

MS. JEFFREY: Thank you.

VI DEO TECHNI CI AN:  10:52, we are off the

record.
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(Recess taken at 10:52 a.m)

(Back on the record at 11: 03 a.m)

VIDEO TECHNICIAN: It's 11: 03, we are back
on the record.

M5. JEFFREY: | have no questions.

MR. BUTLER: Thank you, M. Estes, that
concl udes this deposition.

M5. JEFFREY: | just --

VIDEO TECHNICI AN  The tine is 11:03, we
are off the record.

(OFf the video record at 11: 03 a.m)

M5. JEFFREY: We'd like to read and sign.

MR. BUTLER: On the steno, we have
avail abl e for Chrysler counsel, we can send themto
them clean copies of these exhibits that we will use
t hat have been highlighted. 1It's just -- in the
interest of tinme, we just didn't want to delay the
deposi tion by using both clean and highlighted copi es,
but we have them avail able. Thank you.

(Deposition concluded at 11:04 a. m

Signature of the witness was requested.)
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reduced to

true, full

counsel to,

STATE OF M CHI GAN )

COUNTY OF MONRCE )

deposi tion was taken before nme on the date

herei nbefore set forth; that the foregoing questions

and answers were recorded by me stenographically and

notes so taken; and that | amnot related to, nor of

of this cause.

CERTI FI CATE OF NOTARY

) SS

I, LEISA M PASTOR certify that this

conputer transcription; that this is a

and correct transcript of ny stenographic

either party nor interested in the event

o _

LEISA M PASTOR, CSR-3500, CRR

Not ary Publi c,
Monroe County, M chigan
My Conmi ssion expires: 9/7/20
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TGO Sheila Jeffrey
Re: Signature of Deponent Judson Estes
Date Errata due back at our offices: 01/12/2015

G eeti ngs:

The deponent has reserved the right to read and sign.
Pl ease have the deponent review the attached PDF
transcript, noting any changes or corrections on the
attached PDF Errata. The deponent may fill out the
Errata electronically or print and fill out manually.

Once the Errata is signed by the deponent and notari zed,
please mail it to the offices of Tiffany Alley (bel ow).

When the signed Errata is returned to us, we wll seal
and forward to the taking attorney to file with the
original transcript. W wll also send copies of the
Errata to all ordering parties.

If the signed Errata is not returned within the tine
above, the original transcript may be filed with the
court without the signature of the deponent.

Pl ease send conpleted Errata to:
Tiffany Alley 3 obal Reporting & Video
730 Peachtree St. NE, Ste 470

Atlanta, GA 30308

(770) 343-9696
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ERRATA
|, the undersigned, do hereby certify that | have read the
transcript of ny testinony, and that

____There are no changes noted.
____The follow ng changes are not ed:

Pursuant to Rule 30(7)(e) of the Federal Rules of Civil
Procedure and/or OCGA 9-11-30(e), any changes in formor
subst ance which you desire to nmake to your testinony shal
be entered upon the deposition with a statenent of the
reasons given for nmaking them To assist you in making any
such corrections, please use the formbelow |[If additional
pages are necessary, please furnish sane and attach.

Page _Line Change

Reason for change

Page _ Line Change

Reason for change

Page _Line Change

Reason for change

Page _Line Change

Reason for change

Page _Line Change

Reason for change
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Page Line Change
Reason for change
Page Line Change
Reason for change
Page Line Change
Reason for change
Page Line Change
Reason for change
Page Line Change
Reason for change
Page Line Change
Reason for change
DEPONENT' S SI GNATURE
Sworn to and subscribed before ne this __ day of
NOTARY PUBLI C
My Comm ssi on Expires:
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