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Kruchoski will lead Minnesota Chamber of Commerce Board 
 
ST. PAUL – Jan Kruchoski will lead the Minnesota Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors as its 
2014-15 chair. She lives in Chanhassen and is a managing principal at CliftonLarsonAllen in Minneapolis. 
 
New officers and board members will formally begin their terms at the Minnesota Chamber’s Business 
Conference on Oct. 8 at the Hilton Minneapolis. To register, go to http://mnbiz.cc/1uxfSLi. 
 
The volunteer board represents businesses of all types and sizes across Minnesota. These business 
leaders set public policy priorities for the business community, carry the message for the statewide 
business community to the State Capitol, and develop resources and strategies to ensure businesses in 
Minnesota can grow and succeed. 
 
Other Minnesota Chamber officers are: chair-elect – Rick Trontvet, Digi-Key Corp., Thief River Falls; 
secretary-treasurer – Todd Paulson, RTP Co., Winona; immediate past chair – Jeff DeYoung, Baker 
Tilly, Minneapolis.  
 
"The Minnesota Chamber of Commerce offers businesses unique resources that help them advocate, 
connect and grow,” Kruchoski said. "We represent and advance the interests of all sizes and types of 
businesses across our state. We do that for all of our members through our policy and election 
initiatives. And, we work one-on-one to make members more successful through programs like Grow 
Minnesota! and Minnesota Waste Wise. Collectively and individually we help our members grow. That’s 
our record for over 100 years and 2014-2015 will be no exception.” 
Directors elected to their first three-year terms were: 
 
David Ahlers, Graco, Minneapolis; Michele Engdahl, Thomson Reuters, Eagan; Mark Januschka, U.S. 
Bank, St. Cloud; Shari Laven, Viking Savings Bank, Alexandria; Lisa Paxton, Ultra Paws, Baxter; Doug 
Stang, 3M, St. Paul; Larry Sutherland, U.S. Steel-Minnesota Ore Operations, Mountain Iron. 
 
Directors elected to their second three-year terms were: 
 
Trontvet, Thief River Falls; Paulson, Winona; Bill Bennett, LHB Inc., Duluth; Stacy Bogart, Polaris 
Industries, Medina; Latisha Gietzen, PolyMet Mining, Hoyt Lakes; Jerry Goodwald, Gerdau, St. Paul; 
Jerry Morris, General Mills, Minneapolis; Bob O’Rourke, Target Corp., Minneapolis; Dr. Patricia 
Simmons, Mayo Clinic, Rochester; Joan Thompson, Minnesota Wire, St. Paul. 
 
Cal Brink, executive director of the Marshall Area Chamber of Commerce, will represent the Minnesota 
Chamber of Commerce Executives. 
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“Minnesota’s economy is showing positive signs, but many businesses are still challenged to compete,” 
Kruchoski said. “We will be working hard in 2015 to help Minnesota companies maintain and build their 
competitive edge.”  
 
The Minnesota Chamber is the state’s largest business advocacy organization, representing 
approximately 2,300 businesses and more than a half-million employees. 
 


