Listening to our Readers - Results from the

2006 Marine Digest Readers’ Survey
By Lindy Barry, Marine FisheriesTechnician

he 2006 marine issue of this New Jersey Fish & Wildlife Digest included a

readers' survey which generated 288 responses providing valuable
insights on the interests of our readers. You told us what you like about the
Digest and what you want to see in future issues. Most respondents (93%)
identified themselves as recreational anglers. As expected, the majority were
New Jersey residents, but respondents also hailed from states as far away
as Alaska, Arizona, Utah, Ohio, Florida, South Carolina and Virginia, as well
as our neighboring states of Pennsylvania and New York. All 21 counties in
New Jersey were represented with Burlington, Monmouth and Ocean
counties bringing in the highest numbers. Most respondents (86%) had
visited the saltwater pages on our Fish and Wildlife Web site at least two
to five times in the past year, while over half (51%) visited the site even
more frequently.

Fish and Wildlife asked our readers to rank the major articles from the
2006 Digestbased on how useful, interesting and enjoyable these features
were to them. Garnering the highest scores were articles about (first) a
research survey on striped bass in the Delaware River, (second) a report on
recreational crabbing studies and (third) the addition of the Townsends Inlet
Reef to New Jersey’s Artificial Reef Program. These features were followed in
descending order by an article on progressive enforcement techniques uti-
lized by New Jersey’s conservation officers, a species profile on American
eel, an updated guide to boaters’ pumpout locations and information about a
research study on the American eel.

Our readers’ survey also encouraged feedback on 14 topics for future
consideration as well as a solicitation for open comments. Regulation
changes and fishing techniques topped the list of responses, followed closely
by species profiles and places to and how to Fish. Artificial reefs, stock
assessment/status, habitat protection or restoration, New Jersey research

Angler, boater purchases
fuel success
of sport fish

restoration projects

ou probably don’t have to be told what fishing means to you. You
Yvalue time spent in the great outdoors, relaxing with family and
friends on the water and savoring the thrill of battling a trophy:

But you may not realize how much you mean to fishing: Every time
you fill your boat with gasoline, buy your child a new rod or stock up on
lures, you are making an important contribution toward better fishing and
boating in the Garden State. Simply by purchasing the things you need for
fishing, you support the Sport Fish Restoration Program, which enables
states to restore fisheries, improve habitats, create fishing and boating
access, provide educational opportunities and accomplish other valuable
work.

The Sport Fish Restoration Program is funded by excise taxes manu-
facturers pay on sales of rods, reels and other fishing equipment and a por-
tion of tax on motorboat fuel. The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service distributes
these funds annually to the states through a federal aid grant program.

New Jersey receives more than $2.6 million each year in Sport Fish
Restoration funds.

For more information on the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Federal

Aid in Sport Fish Restoration program, visit http://federalasst.fws.gov.
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surveys and enforcement elicit-
ed the next highest group of
responses. The other topics, in
descending order, included
shellfisheries, volunteer oppor-
tunities, management process,
youth fishing and aquaculture.

Nearly 55% of respondents
elaborated on their interests and
concerns. Fish and shellfish
species most often referenced
were striped bass, summer floun-
der, weakfish, winter flounder, tau-
tog, black sea hass, bluefish, black
drum and blue crab. Artificial reefs
were the next most cited topic, with
readers requesting information on reef
sites, upcoming deployments and
types of fish found in these areas. Other comments included topics such as
family fishing activities, boat access, fishing gear, recreational/commercial
fishing interactions, charter and party boat fleets, and requests for environ-
mental information on New Jersey’s water bodies and surrounding habitats.
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This Digestissue reflects your survey responses. For example, to enhance
our regulations coverage, information on federal regulations covering fish
caught off our shores is found on page 18. Also, don’t miss the two features
on black drum (Species Profile: Black Drum, page 20 and Delaware Bay
Dangerfields, page 6) which address readers’ expressed interest for coverage
on species not previously highlighted in these pages.

The success of last year’s questionnaire prompted us to include on our
Web site (www.NJFishandWildlife.com) a new readers’ survey for this year’s
marine Digest. We hope you will participate so we may continue to improve
future issues and meet the interests of those who enjoy New Jersey’s valu-
able marine resources. « ™=

PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE

The following publications are available by writing:
Nacote Creek
Research Station Publications
P.0. Box 418, Port Republic, NJ 08241

= Shellfish Growing Waters Classification Charts.
This publication is available free at any shellfish license agent and online
at http://www.nj.gov/dep/bmw/waterclass.htm

= New Jersey Boaters Guide — 2006.
Send a self-addressed stamped,
#10 envelope (2 oz. postage).

* Kk k

= New Jersey Boater Pumpout Directory — free waterproof map.
Write to:
CVA Program, New Jersey Division of Fish & Wildlife, Nacote Creek
Research Station, Box 418, Port Republic, New Jersey, 08241

* kK

These publications are also available online at:
www.NJFishandWildlife.com

* Guide to New Jersey Saltwater Fishing, available online only
* NJ Reef News

« Party and Charter Boat Directory, available online only
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Fishing Equipment
A.O.K. Tackle Co.

WWW. aoktackle. cﬂm

Inshore/Offshore & Freshwater Tackle
Guns, Ammo, Hunting & Shooting supplies
Live & Frozen Baits

369 Highway 36 Port Monmouth, NJ 07758
Proe T3D-TRT-3853 Fo 732-7B7-4146
WWW.TNA-TACKLE.COM
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+ Perform map searches
* View Images of fish caught in your aea

Come visit us at linedroppers.com
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JERSEY PADDLER

YOUR COMPLETE KAYAK FISHING HEADQUARTERS

OLD TOWHN ® PATAGONIA ® MAD RIVER ¢ THE NORTH FACE » DAGGER
PYRANNAH ¢ IMPEX o SIERRA DESIGNS ¢ WE-NO-NAH ¢ HOBIE
CURRENT DESIGNS e NECKY ¢ OCEAN KAYAK « WERNER PADDLES
BOY SCOUTS ¢ PERCEPTION e LOTUS DESIGN e AIRE © BELL
WILDERNESS SYSTEMS e WAVE SPORT ¢ MOUNTAIN HARDWEAR
VASQUE e EPIC KAYAKS e EX OFFICIO * LIFE IS GOOD e P&H KAYAKS

The Nation’s Best Selection of
Canoes & Kayaks and More
1756 ROUTE 88 WEST + BRICK, NJ 08724

www.Jerseypaddler.com

(888) 22-KAYAK ° (732) 458-5777

FAX: (732) 458-5666 * N 40° 04.20 W 074° 07.85

NEW!

THE SURFCASTER’S GUIDE
TO THE STRIPER COAST
D. 3. Muller
$16.95 paperback
A cutting-edge look at
techniques and strategies
for striped bass.
Available at tackle shops and
bookstores or from the publisher at

www.burfordbooks.com

* CUSTOM RODS
* REEL REPAIRS
* ROD REPAIRS

* ROD BUILDING
= SUPPLIES

732-830-1900

806 NE CENTRAL AVE.
SEASIDE PARK, NJ QBTS2

“Nothing Beats A Grumpy Clam|”
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A 7
Bent Oreelk®©
- CHERY RANGE

30 Target 3-D Outdoor Archery Range
Practice Range 10-50 Yards

Range Hours: April 1 - September 15
Tuesday & Thursday 3pm - 7pm
Saturday & Sunday 7am - 1pm
Bent Creek Upland Hunting Preserve
& 3-D Archery Range
786 Route 524, Allentown, NJ 08501
o

Our 3-D range will be located at our preserve
on Sharon Station Road. (look for sign)

Guides, Charters & Marinas

ATGENLANGIE
GUIAEService
Capt. Chris Gatley
Salt & Freshwater

267.253.5290

Across the Bay from Little Egg Inlet

MARITIME MARINA

Bait & Tackle * Boat Ramp
Summer + Winter Boat Storage
Boat Slips ® Service e Lift
609-294-9090
470 South Green St, Tuckerton, NJ 08087

Bluefish * Bluefish

75" Queen Mary
4 Day 7:30 AM - 2PM Daily
Captain John Brackett
732-899-3766
Pt. Pleasant, NJ
WWW.NJQUEENMARY.COM

Anderson Guide Services

Spacializing In the CT River
ﬁ_ and eastern Long Island Sound

www.fiERingct.com.
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Internet Address .. ...t www.NJFishandWildlife.com
Commercial Preserves & Semi-Wild Preserves . ....................... (609) 292-2966
Deer & Turkey Permit Hotline ........... ... .. ... .. ... ............ (609) 292-9192
DEPACTIONLINE-24HOURS ... ... ... . i (877) WARNDEP
Exotic & Nongame Captivity Permits . ............ ... ... ... ... ... (609) 292-9591
Falconry Permit Information. . ........ .. ... .. .. .. .. .. ... .. .. ... (908) 735-8793
General Information . .............iiiiir i i e e (609) 292-2965
Horseback Riding Permits .. ......... .. ... (609) 259-2132
Hunter Education .. .......... ... . . . (877) 2HUNTNJ
Hunting, Fishing & Duplicate Licenses .. ............. ... (609) 292-2965
Operation Game Thief .. ... ... ... .. . .. . . (800) 222-0456
Outstanding Deer Program . . ... ..ottt (609) 633-7598
Pheasant & Quiail Stocking Information. .............. ... ... ... .. .... (609) 984-0547
RiflePermitiInfo. . ... ... ... . (609) 984-1400
Trout Stocking Hotline .. ... ... .. . (609) 633-6765
Wildlife Conservation Corps Information. .............. ... ... ........ (856) 629-1014
Wildlife Control . ... .. ... .. (908) 735-8793
Wildlife Education .. ...... ... . (908) 637-4125
Wildlife Management Area Information. .. ............................ (609) 984-0547

Trenton Office
501 E. State St., Station Plaza 5, 3rd Floor, P.O. Box 400, Trenton, NJ 08625-0400

Endangered and Nongame Species . .................... it (609) 292-9400
Land Management ... ... ...t (609) 984-0547
Marine Fisheries . ... ... (609) 292-2083
Shellfisheries . .. .. ... (609) 984-5546
Wildlife Management . ....... .. (609) 292-6685

Nacote Creek Research Station
P.O. Box 418, 360 Rt. 9 N. (Milepost 51) Port Republic, NJ 08241

Marine Fisheries .. ... ... (609) 748-2020
Shellfisheries . . ... ... (609) 748-2040
Marine EAUCation . . ... ... (609) 748-2031
Marine Law Enforcement . .......... ... it (609) 748-2050
Bivalve Shellfish Office

P.O. Box 432, Port Norris, NJ 08349 .. ...........iiuiiiian. (856) 785-0730

Shellfish Dealership Information

NJ Consumer Health Service, Dept. of Health

P.O. Box 369, Trenton, NJ 08625 . ... ... ...\t (609) 588-3123
Shellfish Water Classification

DEP, Water Monitoring and Standards

P.O. Box 405, Stoney Hill Road, Leeds Point, NJ 08220 ............... (609) 748-2000
Lebanon Field Office

Freshwater Fisheries

P.O. Box 394, 1255 County Rt. 629, Lebanon, NJ08833 .............. (908) 236-2118
Northern Region Office

26 Route 173 W., Hampton, NJ 08827

Wildlife Management . ............ . .. ... (908) 735-7040
Endangered and Nongame SPeCies . .. ... ..ot (908) 735-8975
Hunter Education .. ... ... . (877) 2HUNTNJ
Wildlife Control . ...... .. ... .. (908) 735-8793
Land Management ... ... ...t (973) 383-0918
Law Enforcement (Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Hunterdon, Morris,

Passaic, Somerset, Sussex, Union, and Warren counties) . . . ... .............. (908) 735-8240
Pequest Trout Hatchery .. ............... .. i, (908) 637-4173
Pequest Natural Resource Education Center

605 Pequest Rd., Oxford, NJO7863 .. .............iviriiiinnnn. (908) 637-4125
Hackettstown Fish Hatchery

P.O. Box 327, Hackettstown, NJ O7840 . ...............cuuinun... (908) 852-3676

Central Region Office
1 Eldridge Rd., Robbinsville, NJ 08691

Land Management ... ... ...t (609) 259-2132
Hunter EAUCAtion . .. ... ... (877) 2HUNTNJ
Wildlife Control .. ... ... . (609) 259-7955

Law Enforcement (Burlington, Mercer, Middlesex, Monmouth, and Ocean counties) (609) 259-2120
Southern Region Office
220 Blue Anchor Rd., Sicklerville, NJ 08081

INfOrmation . . ... (856) 629-0090
Freshwater Fisheries . . ... .. ... .. . . . . . . (856) 629-4950
Hunter EQUCAtiON . ... ... (877) 2HUNTNJ
Land Management ... ... ... (856) 629-5006
Wildlife Control .. ... .. (856) 629-7224
Law Enforcement (Atlantic, Camden, Cape May, Cumberland,

Gloucester, and Salem COUNLIES) . . . . .. .ot (856) 629-0555
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J.E GRIFFIN

UBLISHING tic
specializing in state regulations

J.F. Griffin Publishing thanks the

following companies for their support of this
publication. For adverising information call us
at (413) 884-1001.

Efinger Sporting Goods
513 West Union Avenue
PO Box 2003

Bound Brook, NJ 08805
(732) 356-0604

Evan Nappen, Attorney-at-Law
(888)-GUN-LAWS
www.evannappen.com

Harry’s Army and Navy Store
691 Route 130

Robbinsville, NJ 08691

(609) 585-5450
www.harrys.com

Raymarine
Www.raymarine.com

Dicks Sporting Goods
www.dickssportinggoods.com

Ray’s Sport Shop

559 Route 22

North Plainfield, NJ 07060
(908) 561-4400

Seven Points Marina
RD 1, Raystown Lake
Hesston, PA 16647
(814) 658-3074
www.7pointsmarina.com

TRUE WODRLD TACKLE CHARTERS
1-4 PASSENGERS » ALL BAIT & TACKLE INCLUDED

STRIPERS * BLUES « FLUKE
SEA BASS « WEAKFISH

Captain Akira Hayashi
@ True World
TACKLE
e
201-339-BOAT (2628)

www.trueworldtackle.net

820 Broadway, Bayonne NJ 07002

To advertise in the
New Jersey Fish
and Wildlife Digest,
please call
J.F. Griffin Publishing LLC
at (413) 884-1001
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CATCH MORE FISH

10 OFF Any ltem

Valid on any one item. Excludes New Guns & Gift Certificates.
With Coupon. Exp. 7/15/07. Not to be combined w/other offer.

E-coupon: Save 20%

On any one item with our website coupon

Go to www.harrys.com. Look for Get Coupon & Enter Code NJ507

W O e e e e . ‘-I'-_'l -_-I.' - .
E oy AT coil f
- - -'._-' - W N

"ssasnsnssussnnnnssssnusnsennnennnnsnunnnnsnnnnnnnnnwnnl

h-HIf-'I e

okl iy
wosc$i000 815,00

e it 1 1 E7 Mg B BT

Blil-in Hebite Aoglies Bl Anbuate b
Casturuct Ciotsbuine (s TR ] SY NSNSy . —
A g e gbusgariis com

SEE OUR ENTIRE
2007 SELECTION OF
CANOES & KAYAKS
AT HARRYS.COM

— Hours: M-F 99
mﬂa e ﬁi Sat9-7 Sun 95
691 Route 130 Robbinsville, NJ 08631 609.585.5450 www.harrys.com
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Attorney-at-Law
d Professional Corporation
Gun, Knife & Weapon Law ¢ Fish & Game Law ¢ Domestic Violence
Gun Seizures & Forfeitures ¢ Licenses * Permits ¢ NICS Purchase Denials
Rights Restoration * Expungements (Clear Your Record)

1-888-GUN-LAWS -

(1-888-486-5297)

Law Office Located in Eatontown, NJ

WwWww.evannappen.com



