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Introduction

For many Windows Media Center TV users, July 2015 was not a good month. Microsoft changed their provider of
guide data from the highly stable and reliable Zap2it (Tribune), to the almost amateurish Rovi (Rovi Corp). To be
fair to Rovi, the data provided by them to Microsoft is probably fine, but the execution of the transfer and the
continuing struggles has been amazingly disappointing.

EPG123 was created to not only compensate for the lacking guide information, but to also relieve the user from
relying on Microsoft and/or Rovi to fill their guide with accurate information. The guide information downloaded
by EPG123 is provided by Gracenote (Tribune) via servers maintained by Schedules Direct. EPG123 delivers that
highly stable and reliable data that is expected to even include some customization. Most importantly, though, it
provides the user with some control over their own destiny for TV watching and recording.

Acknowledgements

This project was born out of frustration and desperation following the transfer from Zap2it to Rovi. It could never
have made it as far as it has without the involvement of a lot of WMC enthusiasts and users at The Green Button
(http://www.thegreenbutton.tv). Many of the improvements and features were born of their experiences and
suggestions. There was also quite a bit of technical support provided by Schedules Direct to ensure the EPG123

client/server interaction was optimal.

This product has met the approved application requirements of being free and/or use an OSI-
}b’ approved Open Source license that does not violate the Schedules Direct Terms of Use or
Subscriber Agreement. http://schedulesdirect.org

schedules direct

This product uses the TMDb API but is not endorsed or certified by TMDb.
THE http://www.themoviedb.org
MOYIE
DB

This product uses TheTVDB API. All series, season, episode, and actor images and overview
db text are the property of the submitter and are available to non-commercial projects under the
CC 3.0 Non-Commercial Attribution license. http://www.thetvdb.com

This product uses the Newtonsoft Json.NET library and is granted permission, free of charge,
per the MIT License. http://www.newtonsoft.com/json

Version 1.2.9 Page 1


http://www.thegreenbutton.tv/
http://schedulesdirect.org/
http://www.themoviedb.org/
http://www.thetvdb.com/
http://www.newtonsoft.com/json

EPG123 Installation and User's Guide

Installation

Requirements
e Membership to Schedules Direct (http://schedulesdirect.org)
e Windows 7/8/8.1 version of Windows Media Center
e .NET Framework 3.5 and 4.0 minimum

e 1GB hard drive space (typically much less)
e |nternet connection
e 15-30 minutes to perform a basic installation

Warnings

Though EPG123 has demonstrated the capability to coexist with Microsoft/Rovi guide data, it is nonetheless
recommended to begin with a clean start by performing Step 1. The existence of the Rovi data has the potential
to override the guide data (low risk) as well as cause channels to completely disappear (medium risk). The data
also introduces some strange behavior in the Movie Guide and category searches.

Performing this procedure will come at some cost.

e All guide customization will be lost (callsigns, channel numbers, favorite lineups, logos, ...)
e Some or All of the scheduled recording requests may be lost. Users in the US with Rovi guide data will be
able to recover most, if not all, of their previous recording requests.

Software
Download the latest version of EPG123 from http://epgl23.garyan2.net and execute the setup file. The setup will

install the appropriate software, shortcuts, uninstall file, and configure any registry entries necessary to
successfully use EPG123 to provide guide data to your Windows Media Centers.

B Setup - EPG123 - X

Welcome to the EPG123 Setup
Wizard
This will install EPG123 version 1.2.0 on your computer.

It is recommended that you dose all other applications before
continuing.

Click MNext to continue, or Cancel to exit Setup.

NOTE

If performing an upgrade from a previous version of EPG123, it is
only necessary to run the setup file. No further action is required.

Version 1.2.9 Page 2
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NOTE

If you are only installing the Server side of EPG123 to create the
MXF and/or XMLTV files, skip to Step 3 — Setup and Execute
EPG123 on page 5.

Step 1 - Clean Start

This step creates a backup of the current WMC tuner configurations, guide subscriptions, and scheduled
recordings in the [epgl23]\backup folder. The contents of the C:\ProgramData\Microsoft\eHome folder is
deleted to remove all traces of the previous EPG database. If a Hauppauge Colossus HD PVR software tuner is

installed, the software tuner configuration files located in C:\ProgramData\Hauppauge\MediaCenterService are
deleted as well.

1. Start the EPG123 Client program.
2. Inthe Client Configuration & Actions group, click the [Client Setup] button.

Client Corfiguration & Actions

Transfer Tool Database Utilities

Tweak WMC View Log Backup Restore

Manual Impaort Rebuild WMC Database

3. Click the [Step 1: Clean Start] button and wait for it to complete.

B Client Setup ot
Step 1: Delete eHome folder contents
Clean Start and prepare new database

Perform WMC TV Setup

Configure EPG123

Click the 'Step 1" button to begin,

NOTE
This step can take some amount of time depending on the speed
of the HTPC as well as how active the hard drive is at the time.
When the backup has completed, and the new database has
been prepared, the [Step 1: Clean Start] button will turn green

and the [Step 2: TV Setup] button will be available to continue
with the next step.
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Step 2 - TV Setup

To prevent MS/Rovi from corrupting the guide, it is necessary to deny the Program Guide Terms of Service.

Click the [Step 2: TV Setup] button.
Select [live tv setup] on the TV menu strip.

3. Proceed with TV setup as normal until the 'Program Guide Terms of Service' screen. Select the ‘I do not
agree’ radio button and click [Next].

Windows Media Center 'i

Windows Media Center for Windows 7
Electronic Programming Guide Terms Of Service
Version 5.0

Updated October 2008

The Microsoft software product identified §
You have not agreed to the Terms of Service
| and will not receive TV Program Guide
| listings. If you decide you want the Guide
listings later, run TV Signal Setup again.

[

(0] ¢ Cancel

4. Click the [OK] button on the warning prompt and proceed with the setup until complete.

NOTE
For CableCARD™ users, the activation and pairing of the card with
the tuner remains valid even after performing Step 1. For all the
setup pages related to activating the CableCARD™, just select the
(Yes) bubbles and click the [Next] buttons to proceed. It will not
be necessary to contact your cable provider to re-activate the
card.

5. For those with Over-the-Air (OTA) tuners, some additional setup may be required. Refer to Additional
OTA Configuration on page 13.
6. Close Windows Media Center.
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Step 3 - Setup and Execute EPG123
A Schedules Direct account needs to be established prior to this step. There is no configuration to perform on
their website which only manages the XML server; EPG123 uses the JSON server.

1. Click the [Step 3: Configure] button to open the EPG123 Configuration program.
2. Enter the Login Name and Password of the Schedules Direct account to be used and click the [Login]
button.

Subscribe Lineups to Account
3. If there are no lineups associated with the account, the 'Subscribed Lineups' window will be presented
automatically. If there are already lineups associated with the account and changes are desired, click the
[Lineups] button below the [Login] button. Otherwise, proceed to step 9.

=]
Schedules Direct Account lineup 1 Lineup 2 Lineup 3 Lineup 4 Custom Lineup
Login Name: | garyan2 @ - All None
et ||[oomoneon CallSign Channel  StationlD  Mame
Expires: 10/1/2019 6:25:42 AM
=]
142 | days of schodulg: i New | Remove Selected Apply & Bxit  Cancel
| Transport Mame Location
| 1
B Lineup Search X
Country: | United States hd
! | Postal Code: [30210 Feich

Example: 12345

HOHomeRun Premium TV - East {Mational) -
HDOHomeRun Premium TV - West (National)

AFN Satelite - Satelite (USA)

Time Wamer Cable - Cable (Bevery Hills)

Time Wamer Cable - Cable (Bevery Hills)

Time Wamer Cable - Digital (Bevery Hills)

Mulholland Estates - Cable (Bevery Hills)

| ATAT U-verse TV - Digital (Los Angeles)

| Scheduled update time: | 00:00 Time Wamer Cable Sherman Oaks - Cable (Westchester)

| Time Wamer Cable Shemman Oaks - Digital (Westchester)

Time Wamer Cable City of Los Angeles - Cable (Eagle Rock)

Time Wamer Cable City of Los Angeles - Digital Rebuild (Eagle Rock) *

Mo task is scheduled to run. “Right-click to preview channels. ~Double-click lineup to add.

View Log Clear Cache \website / Donate Exit

Click the [Add New] control button to bring up the 'Lineup Search' window.
Select the Country and enter the Postal Code of the lineups to search for and click the [Fetch] button.
Double-Click the desired lineup to add from the fetch results.

No vk

Repeat steps 4 - 6 as necessary to subscribe to as many as 4 lineups.

WARNING

Schedules Direct limits the number of lineup additions to a
maximum of 6 in any 24-hour period. Ensure the desired lineups
are subscribed to within that limitation.

8. Click the [Apply & Exit] button on the 'Subscribed Lineups' window.
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Select Stations to Download

9. Foreach subscribed lineup in the tabbed panel, select the desired stations to download guide information

for by checking the box next to the station call sign.

NOT

E

Stations that are common within and between lineups are linked.
This means that if a station is selected for download in one
lineup, it will also be selected in the other lineup(s). The same is

true when a station is de-selected.

ANOTHER NOTE
Be aware of stations assigned to the same channel number.
Sometimes a provider will list both SD and HD stations on the
same channel. For the most accurate guide, only select the
station that is appropriate to your specific source.

10. Ensure each lineup is included in the guide download. The selection will be identified by both the green

bubble on the toolstrip and the checkmark by the ‘Include’ menu item.

Lineup T Lineup 2 Lineup 3 Lineup 4

& ~| All MNone

Include

Exclude

Channel
840

ACMAX

Select Customization Options

18340
836

Station
256,
539
184

11. In the Configuration panel, set the parameters according to the desired usage and outcome.

Configuration
pal

= days of schedule data to download

Use TheTWDE season and episode numbers if provided

Prefix episode title with season and episode numbers

Prefix episode desc with season and episode numbers

Append episode desc with season and episode numbers
Allow NEW flag to override Original Air Date

[] Use 2x2 posters for series images instead of 4x3

|Uze themoviedb.org for missing movie cover art

Include station logos from Schedules Direct collect

HLutomatically download new stations in lineups

D Create XMLTV file I:‘ Create Ul+ support file

Version 1.2.9
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UM IR G Ca i
Sun, Sep 24

11.1 FOX o Star Trek: Discovery
's01e01 Star Trek: Discovery" (Premiere)
11.4 MOVIES Sun, 9/24, 7:00 PM - 800 PM CH 131 KOLDDT (3

~

1.3 " usmice

CBS record series
HD
record

SAFODILYD MIIA

60 minutes Original air date: 9/24/2017

s01e01 The crew of the USS Discovery explores new worlds
and civilizations.

Season 01, Episode 01

Drama, Science Fiction, Series, Premieres, Series Premiere
cC
English

o] Prefix episode title with season and episode numbers; | Prefix episode description with season and episode numbers;
o4} Append episode description with season and episode numbers; M Allow NEW flag to override Original Air Date;
M include station logos from Schedules Direct; Muse 2x3 posters for series images instead of 4x3 (4x3 shown)

< By Title >

DON'T. PANIC.

s =

vard the Duck The Hunger The Hybrid | Am.rLééend I,‘Robot 7
Game

The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy
2005 % % ¥

Arthur Dent (Martin Freeman) is trying to prevent his house from being bulldozed when
his friend Ford Prefect (Mos Def) whisks him into outer space. It turns out Ford is an alier
1840 S5MAXHD Tue, Jan 10 3:25 PM [IJ Joowx 45100

M use themoviedb.org for missing movie cover art
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Inside the NFL More...
NFL Championship Chase: Con [m@ 1/22

NFL Championship Chase: Wilc @ 1/7

NFL Football More...

NFL Pregame Show More...

Postseason NFL Countdown 3 1/7

The NFL Today More...
40f10 A V

21 days of Guide listings

M Number of days of schedule data to download

12. Refer to Include Station Logos on page 13 and Download Station Logos on page 13 for more detail of
these options.

13. The ‘Automatically download new stations in lineups’ checkbox, when selected, will download any new
stations to the subscribed lineups if it is also new to the included lineups.

Configure Completion Activities
14. Selecting the ‘Automatically import guide data into WMC’ checkbox will direct EPG123 to import the
updated guide into the Windows Media Center database of the host machine. This setting will be
overridden by the scheduled task if different.
15. Selecting the ‘Automatically match stations to channels’ checkbox will direct EPG123 to attach the listings
of a station to the guide channel by matching the channel numbers. This setting will be overridden by the
scheduled task if different.

NOTE
The automatic match routine uses the original channel numbers
of the scanned tuners to determine a match. Custom numbers
have no effect on the logic. If the subscribed lineup channel
numbers are not correct for your provider/region, DO NOT select
this option.

Execute
16. Click the [Save & Execute] button to save the configuration and immediately start downloading guide

data to perform the update as configured.

Version 1.2.9 Page 8
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Transfer Recording Requests from Backup

A method has been developed to lessen the burden of a transition from Rovi to EPG123 by providing a tool to
translate Rovi recording requests into EPG123 recording requests and importing them into the WMC database.
The translation table is continually being updated and relies heavily on the ability of Rovi to provide accurate guide
information used to compare with guide information from Gracenote.

1. Open the EPG123 Transfer Tool. The right panel will be populated with any recording requests currently

in the WMC database.
a. Requests that are green are compatible with an EPG123 WMC database.
b. Any request can be cancelled by right-clicking the item and selecting Cancel.

2. Click the [Open recordings backup file] button to import a recordings backup file. The file can be a
standalone MXF file or as part of the compressed ZIP file created by the Backup Current WMC
Configuration procedure.

3. The contents of the backup file are analyzed and presented in the left panel.

a. Requests that are green are transferrable into the EPG123 WMC database. These items are
selected for transfer automatically.
b. Requests that are pink are Rovi requests that have not yet been translated to a Gracenote value.
These items are not selectable and cannot be transferred to the WMC database.
4. Click the [ > > >] button to transfer the old recording requests to the WMC database.

3 EPG123 Series Recordings Transfer Tool - O X
I Open recordings backup file Cument WMC Recording Requests
Type Title / Keyword(s) " Type Title # Keyword(s)

[] Series 12 Monkeys

Series  Alone

Seres  Animal Kingdom
Series  Amow

Series  BattleBots

Series  Beyblade Burst
Series  Bilions

[] Series  Bitten

Series  Brooklyn Nine-Nine
Series  Chicago Fire
Series  Chicago P.D. >35>
Series  Colory

Series  Dark Matter

Series  Deadliest Catch

Series  Doctor Who

Series  Duck Dynasty

Series  Face Off

Series  Forged in Fire

Series  Game of Thrones

Series  Gotham

Series  Grey's Anatomy

[ Series  Grimm

[ Series  HUMANS

Series  Into the Badlands

Series  Killjoys

Series  Legion

[F Crdian Moarial's Mamedn FCUIC T T

Database Last Updated on: 5/21/2018 5:25:12 PM

* Right-click items to manually match or verify sefies requests

Exit

Version 1.2.9 Page 9
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For those series that have not yet been added to the translation table, a more manual method has been developed
using the services provided by TheTVDB (http://thetvdb.com).

1. Rightclick the series to open a new window with the MS/Rovi series information and TheTVDB title search

results.
& Manual Match 8 Convert — [m| X
MS/Rovi the TVDB Schedules Direct
[12 Monkeys 12 Monkeys v| 12 Morkeys

* ! |

12 MKV 12 Mikikevs

A drama about a time traveler from Lsing a dangerous and untested A man from the post-apocalyptic ~
the post-apocalyptic future who method of time travel, Cole amives future, Cole uses a dangerous,
amives in the year 2015 0n a from a post-apocalyptic future in untested method of time travel to
mission to save mankind from a the present day. His mission is to get from 2043 to the present day.
deadly plague that will eventually locate and eradicate the source of He is on a mission to locate and rid
decimate 93.6% of the human race. a deadly plague that will evertually the world of the source of the
Based on Teny Giliam's 1995 scifi decimate 93.6% of the human race plague that will evertually
adventure. annihilate the human race.

Assisting him is Dr. Cassandra Y]

Apply Cancel

2. Select the matching title in the TheTVDB title combo box and if it contains the ID for Gracenote, that will
be presented in the Schedules Direct panel.

3. Verify the Schedules Direct series displayed corresponds with the MS/Rovi that is being transferred over
and click the [Apply] button.

3 EPG123 Series Recordings Transfer Tool = O X
Open recordings backup file Cument WMC Recording Requests
Type Title # Keyword(s) Type Title # Keyword(s) e
[ Series  MasterChef Junior Series Ray Donovan
[] Series  Pokemon Series Reign
[] Series  The Wheel Series Scream CQlueens
Series Shadowhurters
Series Silicon Valley
Series SIX
Series Star Wars Rebels
Series Suits
Series Supematural
Series Taboo
25> Series Talking Dead
Series Teen Wolf
Series The Americans

Series The Big Bang Theory
Series The Expanse

Series The Hash

Series The Last Kingdom

Series The Magicians
Series The Criginals
Series The Shannara Chronicles

Series The Strain

Series The Walking Dead

Series The X-Files

Series Too Cute!

Series TURN: Washington's Spies
Series Wikings

Database Last Updated on; 5/21/2018 9:25:12 PM
* Right-click tems to manually match or verify series requests
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Manual Importing and Matching
If either ‘Automatically import’ or ‘Automatically match’ options were not selected, some manual operations need
to be performed to populate the guide using the EPG123 Client program.

Bl EPG123 Client Guide Tool - m] *
Scheduled Task Client Configuration & Actions
O) Full Mode  Scheduled update time: [ wiske Create Client Setup Transfer Tool Tl
(® Client Mode Mo task is scheduled to run. Tweak WMC Backup Restore
[ Automatch  [C:\epg123'\epg123.mef | | Manual Import Rebuild WMC Database
Guide Channels with _ Lineup Services

Match by: # Mumber [T Call Sign || All Scanned Sources o X ® Y Lineup: | EPG123 Cox Communications - Cable (Tucsen] =] €

Call Sign Number Service Scanned (Digital Antenna (ATSC)) Lineup Scanned Source(s) Tuninglrfo || Call Sig P~
Oz 1 Scanned (Digital Cable) Digital Cable C1 KTTU

KTTU 2 KTTU EPGTZ3 Cox Communications - Cable (Tucson)  Digital Cable cz KVOA 4 KVOA

dz3 3 Digital Cable Cc3 KUAT 6 KUAT

EPG123 Cox Communications - Cable (Tucson)  Digital Cable YVAZ 7 YurView Arzona

KVOADT 41 KVO. Subscribe EPG123 Local Overthe Air Broadcast (85747)  Digital Antenna (ATSC) UHF 23.1 KWBA 8 KWBA

KVOADT2 42 KW, Unzubscribe EPG123 Local Overthe Air Broadcast (85747)  Digital Antenna (ATSC) UHF 23.2 KGUN 9 KGUN

KVOADT3 43 KO, EPG123 Local Overthe Air Broadcast (85747)  Digital Antenna (ATSC) UHF 23.3 KMSB n KMSB

[z 5 L=Tms Digital Cable cs LTUCS12 12 L Tucson AZ 12

KUAT 6 KLA Renumber EPG123 Cox Communications - Cable (Tucson)  Digital Cable Cce KOLD 13 KOLD

KUATDT 6.1 KUATDTTRUAT EPG123 Local Overthe Ar Broadcast (85747)  Digital Antenna (ATSC) UHF 30.1 Qve 14 ave

KUATDT2 6.2 KUATDT2 (KUAT-DT2) EPG123 Local Overthe Air Broadcast (85747)  Digital Antenna (ATSC) UHF 30.2 HSM 15 Home Shopping Network
KUATDT3 63 KUATDT3 (KUAT-DT3) EPG123 Local Overthe Ar Broadcast (85747)  Digital Antenna (ATSC) UHF 30.3 CRTUZ0 20 Creative Tucson

YWAZ 7 YurView Arizona EPG123 Cox Communications - Cable (Tucson)  Digital Cable c7 COXT22 2 Cox Tucson 22

KWBA 8 KWBA EPG123 Cox Communications - Cable (Tucson)  Digital Cable cg DSCP 23 The Discovery Channel {Pacic)
KGUN 9 KGUN EPG123 Cox Communications - Cable (Tucson)  Digital Cable cs ESPMN 24 ESPN

KGUNDT 5.1 KGUNDT (KGUN-DT) EPG123 Local Overthe Ar Broadcast (85747)  Digital Antenna (ATSC) UHF 16.1 ESPNZ 25 ESPN2

KGUNDTZ2 52 KGUNDT2 (KGUN-DT2) EPG123 Local Overthe Air Broadcast (85747)  Digital Antenna (ATSC) UHF 16.2 FSAZ 25 Fox Sports Arizona - FSAZ
KGUNDT3 9.3 KGUNDT3 (KGUN-DT3) EPG123 Local Overthe Ar Broadcast (85747)  Digital Antenna (ATSC) UHF 16.3 F51 ) Fox Sports 1

KGUNDT4 54 KGUNDT4 (KGUN-DT4) EPG123 Local Overthe Air Broadcast (85747)  Digital Antenna (ATSC) UHF 16.4 USAP 2B USA Network (Pacfic)

1z 10 Digital Cable c10 TNTP 23 Tumer Network TV (Pacific)

A wmcn 11 KMSR EPE177 Caw Crmree inme - Cahla Mirean)  Din#al Cahla i1 v TRSP an Tiwmar Braadractins Custam (P andicl &

10043 Merged Channel(s) with 10043 shown | 2 Lineup(s) | 99 Service(s) with 73 sho

Manual Import
The [Manual Import] button is used to import any MXF file into the WMC database. Once the file import has
completed, the guide channels (Left) and the lineup services (Right) will be refreshed to include any new data.

Matching Lineup Service to Guide Channels
For the most part, manually matching the guide channels with the lineup services is intuitive. The below list
provides some of the GUI rules in performing this operation.

e The guide channels can be filtered by Scanned Sources

o The lineup services can be filtered by Lineup

e Match by [Number] and [Call Sign] buttons are available to quickly scan the viewed lineup on the right
and all viewable channels on the left

e The checkbox reflects the Enable/Disable state of the channel in the guide

e  Multiple channels on the left can be selected for subscribing, unsubscribing, and deleting guide channels

e Only 1 channel on the right can be selected at a time for subscribing to a guide channel

o To subscribe a channel, at least 1 must be selected on the left and 1 selected on the right

o The labels toggle button is used to toggle between the original call signs and channel numbers with the
custom call signs and channel numbers for matching.

Version 1.2.9 Page 11
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Final Step - Create a Scheduled Task
To keep the guide listings continually updated, it is necessary to create a daily task to execute epgl23 and/or
epgl23Client. The intended role of the machine will determine which method to use.

Server Mode
The server mode is limiting EPG123 to just creating the MXF file for import by another machine. The task needs

to be scheduled using the EPG123 Configuration GUI with the ‘Automatically import’ option unchecked. The
location of the MXF file must be accessible to any clients.

Scheduled Task
Scheduled update time: | 00:00 | [ ] Wake Create

[] Automatically import guide data into WMC

Mo task is scheduled to run.

Client Mode
The client mode is used by machines that do not generate the MXF file but imports the file from another location

(i.e. a different machine in Server Mode or Full Mode). The task needs to be scheduled using the EPG123 Client
GUI and the path to the MXF file set in the text box.

Scheduled Task
() Full Mode Scheduled update time: | 00:00 | (] Wake Create

(® Client Mede Mo task is scheduled to run.

[] Automatch | Click here to set MXF file path. =

NOTE

If the location of the remote MXF file is user/password protected,
it will be necessary to edit the task in Task Scheduler to provide
the appropriate credentials.

Full Mode
The full mode operation is used to create and import the MXF file on the same machine. The task can be scheduled

using either the EPG123 Configuration GUI with the ‘Automatically import’ option checked, or using the EPG123
Client GUI with the ‘Full Mode’ radio button selected.

Create the Task

1. Enter the time daily updates are desired to be executed in 24-hour time format.

2. Check the Wake checkbox if the scheduled task is to wake the computer to perform the task at the
scheduled time. If this is not checked then the task will run as soon as it can after the station has been
turned back on.

3. Click the [Create] button to create the task.

Version 1.2.9 Page 12
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Custom Configurations/Tools

Additional OTA Configuration

Some OTA users will have missing channels once the setup scanning has completed. Thisis due to Windows Media
Center not scanning the VHF frequencies during setup which are the physical channels 2 - 13. For those missing
channels, it will be necessary to manually add them in WMC.

To determine what the missing station physical (also known as real) channel is, along with the digital (also known
as logical) channel is, it will be necessary to either look that information up or use another source such as the
tuner itself and its software package. A useful source for US OTA information is http://www.tvfool.com.

1. Select [settings]>[TV]->[Guide]->[Add Missing Channels] from the Tasks menu strip.
2. For each missing digital TV channel:
a. Select [Add DTV Channel].
b. Enter the digital/logical channel to add and click the [Next] button.
c. Enterthe assigned frequency (physical/real channel) and click the [Next] button.
d. Enter the call sign of the station and click the [Add] button.
3. For each missing analog TV channel:
a. Select [Add Channel].
b. Enter the assigned frequency and click the [Next] button.
c. Enter the call sign of the station and click the [Add] button.

Include Station Logos

The ability to include station logos is a built-in feature of WMC that was never used by Microsoft, Zap2it, or Rovi.
EPG123 provides the ability to incorporate custom logos provided by the user or Schedules Direct and stored in
the [epg123]\logos folder. A benefit of including station logos is they are embedded in the MXF file. Any client
that imports the MXF file will also get the station logos.

Logo must be:
e A portable network graphic (PNG) file

e Name must match the station call sign (i.e. ESPNHD.png)
e Recommended aspect ratio is 3:1; logos downloaded from Schedules Direct will be a maximum 360x120
while “big” logos from My Channel Logos XL (http://www.mychannellogos.com) are a maximum 225x75.

e Placed in the [epg123]\logos folder

Download Station Logos

In support of including station logos in the generated MXF file, a button is provided on the EPG123 Configuration
GUI labeled [collect]. Clicking the button will download all station logos from the subscribed lineups and saves
them to the [epg123]\sdlogos folder, cropped and named by the respective call sign. The logos are high quality,
but are not optimized for the Windows Media Center in size, aspect ratio, or color scheme. The downloaded logos
are an excellent starting point to edit for the guide using a tool like Paint.NET (http://www.getpaint.net) or GIMP
(https://www.gimp.org). The completed logo images can then be copied into [epg123]\logos folder for inclusion

in the guide on the next update.
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Rebuild Database

There are times that Windows Media Center will refuse to update some programming in the Guide even though
EPG123 is importing correct information. This usually occurs when there have been programming changes due to
current events or special circumstances. If an error is noticed, and possibly verified on the Zap2lt website
(http://tvschedule.zap2it.com/), the EPG123 Client GUI provides a method to rebuild the WMC database with the
latest guide data.

NOTE

Prior to deleting and rebuilding the database, EPG123 will force
a WMC mini-update to create a snapshot of the current tuner
configurations and scheduled recordings. This process can take
some time but is typically short.

1. Using the EPG123 Client GUI, click the [Rebuild WMC Database] button.
2. Upon successful deletion of the database, a search form will appear to select the MXF file to import.

Backup Current WMC Configuration

It is possible to take a snapshot of your current WMC configurations (tuner configurations, subscribed lineups,
custom channel names and numbers, and scheduled recording requests) for restoral later if desired. Open the
EPG123 Client GUI and click the [Backup] button. The compressed zip file with the configurations will be saved in
the [epgl23]\backup folder as backups_yyyyMMdd _HHmmss.zip.

Restore Previous WMC Configuration

Restoring a previous WMC configuration is very similar to the Rebuild Database feature except it uses the archived
ZIP file from the Backup Current WMC Configuration. These files can be used to quickly restore WMC to its
previous state but without any guide listings. The tuners will be restored with whatever custom call signs,
numbers, and listings were present at that time.

1. Open the EPG123 Client GUI and click the [Restore] button.
2. For native lineups, the guide listings will have to be downloaded and for EPG123 lineups, the guide listings
will have to be imported for a full restore.

Command Line Arguments

EPG123.EXE [-UPDATE] [-P]
-UPDATE Creates the WMC EPG guide MXF file according to the configuration settings.
-P Displays a message box with progress bars while building the guide MXF file.

EPG123CLIENT.EXE [-] source [-F]] [-MATCH] [-NOLOGO] [-P] [-X]

-l source Imports the specified MXF file into the WMC EPG database.

-F Forces import regardless of WMC tuner recording status.

-MATCH Performs the automatching of epg123 stations to the tuner channels in the WMC EPG database.
-NOLOGO Removes all channel logos from the guide.

-P Displays a message box with a progress bar during import.

-X Enable advanced buttons to browse and export the WMC store (database)
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Tweak WMC Guide and Features
As part of the EPG123 Client program, it is possible to tweak some WMC settings related to the guide, recordings,
and playback. Click the [Tweak WMC] button to access the form.

B Tweak WMC — O %
Guide Tweaks WMC Tweaks
Guide Cell Font Size
I 22 point Increase tuner limits to 32 per tuner type. Increase
Remove all channel logos. Remave
Guide Row Height
I 1.85X Font Height Enable Movie Guide (non-US/UKICA users)
Channel L Size Setrecordings filename patiem.
Lhannel Logo Sze
. LT = Movie/Seres Title Amow
I Small (87:29) %Et = Episode Tille 06207 Falout
%Lt = Date and Time 10122017 8:00:00 PM
3 . Ch = Channel Number 5817
Primary Guide Rows %L = Channel Name KWBADT
7 rows — e B
I Show Program Details #T_%Cn_nDt ear
Arrow_KWBADT_2017_10_12_20_00_00.wtv
Mini-Guide Rows
2 rows - .
a0 = t buff
I Show Program Details e
Guide Time 29 +| second skip ahead interval
I 120 minutes 7 +| second instant replay interval
Channel Column Width
Default pixels WMC Start Menu Status
I [] Automatically Adjust () None
(®) Light Accent
[[] Replace Callsign with Channel Name () Dark Aceent

[[] Remove Channel Focus Animations

[] Hide Channel Numbers

[] Center Loges Update 100% Opagque

Examples:

B Tweak WMC

Guide Tweaks
Guide Cell Font Size

- 2 point Mon, May 21 10:18 PM 10:30 PM 11:00 PM 11:30 PM
News 4 TUCSOREERY The Tonight S tarring Jimn Late |

Guide Row Height

1.88X Fant Height . . o

1 Miami Vice
Channel Logo Sizs Q|4 The FBI Files
I Small (87x29)
® Ireland's Lost Babies

Primary Guide Rows

7 rows s - ¢ s . !

1 e @ Sesame Street Dinosaur Train  Dinosaur Train  Splash and Bub

Mini-Guide Rows 5 @~ Amanpour on P! SBEYORATO0 DA SPESINEWSHOUE

2rows
| ] Show Program Detals e GcHp KGUN 9 News at g8 Jimmy | e Nightlin cm
Guide Time Span
E— 120 minutes 10:18 PM

| NEWS News 4 Tucson at 10pm [

Channel Column Width TUCSON Local news, weather and sports all in HD.

Default pixels NEWS4TUcSON  10:00 PM - 10:34 PM
I [ Automatically Adjust AT 10PM

[ Remave Channel Focus Animations

[] Hide Channel Mumbers

[] Center Logos Update
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B Twesk WMC

Guide Tweaks
Guide Cell Font Size

|
Guide Row Height
|
Channel L ogo Size

Primary Guide Rows

22 point

1.76X Font Height

Medium (120x40)

10 rows
B = stow Frogram Detits

Mini-Guide Rows

Jrows
I Show Program Details
Guide Time Span
I 120 minutes

Channel Column Width

217 pixels
I Automatically Adjust

[] Remove Channel Focus Animatians

[] Hide Channel Numbers

Center Logos Default Update
B Twesk WMC
Guide Tweaks
Guide Cell Font Size
12 point

1
Guide Row Height

Channel L ogo Size

1.80X Font Height

I Medium (6321)
Primary Guide Rows
24 rows

[] Show Frogram Details

Mini-Guide Rows
Jrows
I Show Program Details
Guide Time Span
I 240 minutes
Channel Column Width
123 pixels
I Automatically Adjust

[] Remove Channel Focus Animatians

[] Hide Channel Numbers

Center Logos Default Update
B Twesk WMC
Guide Tweaks
Guide Cell Font Size
48 point

|
Guide Row Height

Channel L ogo Size

151X Font Height

Large (225475)

Primary Guide Rows
7rows
B O stow Program Detaits
Mini-Guide Rows
Jrows
B = stow Frogram Detils

60 minuics
Channel Column Width
235 pixels
1 Automatically Adjust

[] Remove Channel Focus Animatians
Hide Channel Numbers

Center Logos Default

Update

)N

SIHODILY.
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12:00 AM

Daniel Tiger's |

11:00 PM 11:30 PM
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