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Opening an EViews Workfile

Getting Data.
Existing Datafiles -

Click on
FILE-OPEN

Choose the correct workfile,
and

Click OPEN

EViewswill open the requested
file, and provide alist of
variables and objectsin thefile.

The open box on the screenis
called the workfile box.
(see Figure 2)

The buttons with the labels
VIEW, PROCS, SAVE, etc.
arereferred to as the toolbar.

EViews has severd different
toolbars that we will use.
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SAVING An EViews Workfile

To save afile,
Click on

FILE - SAVE

Alternatively, Click

SAVE on the toolbar on
the workfile box.

or
FILE- SAVE AS

to change the name of the
file

Note: To takethefile
with you, you must save
the file to adiskette in the
A:\ drive, instead of the
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Choosing the Observations (Sample Size)

The portion of the data that
EViews usesfor analysisis
determined by sample size.

Sample size can be changed
from the defaults by using the
QUICK menu. (Figure 4)

Click on
QUICK
then click on

SAMPLE

In the sample box (Figure 5)
fill in the starting and ending
date. Y ou must use Proper
EViewsdate form. The
correct form for adate is:

Annual Data
1960 for the year 1960
Quarterly Data
1960:1 (or 60:1) for first
quarter in 1960. Use 60:3 for
third quarter.
Monthly Data
1960:4 (or 60:4) for April
1960. Use 60:10 for Oct.
1960.
Undated Data
Use observation numbers.

Skipping Data
To skip aset of observations,
use four dates, start date 1,
end date 1, start date 2, end
date 2.
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To Print data, use the
QUICK menu
(Figure 4), and choose

SHOW

Typethe variable namein the
box. (Figure 6)

and Click on OK

Alternatively, click on SHOW
in the workfile box.

EViews will show the datain
a spreadsheet form.

(Figure 7)

Thisis called the Spreadsheet
box.

Click on PRINT to send this
information to the printer.

Alternatively, the
Spreadsheet box will appear
if you double-click ona
variable in the workfile box.
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TO print more than one
variable, choose
QUICK and SHOW

and then enter the names
of the variables you wish
to print.

(Figure 8)

Usethe PRINT button on
the toolbar to send the
datato the printer,

EViews User Guide

HFE ey Vs
e Edn Dhselr Mew Proiz Quick Dpteni ks Hels

Mhjecis in displeg @ 2 sinple wiedos
| [avtpm eeed 21

Erter it il 1t [nBosing

- an (ibinct or (inct View

- @ Swrnn Fomweda e LOER] o Y1)
4 Bl ol Serimn, Boage. asad Forsndas

- a lnd ol Graphs

m wncihin BT WATTOOATA o larnpmabnes momscala sl ]
“iew | Precs | Sowe | Show | Feich | Stare | Delete | Genr | Sample | B

FIE

Fange: 13591 1994:4
s ample: THEIED 198a:4

o e b heged

Dielaall Equalion: Mane

b gginet

A dm1 A hygd &9 pagir &4 bhufr

b o B et & sty A Hime

B i Etzm1 & ppig & e

EA tmbaee Ed geg B ey Ep16

ke 4l Ixj qig liﬂ el ;ﬂpunnu

g*ﬂ“ % aipq & mydn £ pance

By o i RS

Ew“ (=] ddlr:uu B3 |Ec Er‘ﬂ-:-lu
T Fath = CAEVIEWS | wiorkliie = MEW MACALBATA
st | B P ad | PP (4 veis | Economeanc views [mip g 2o

Figure 8

Fie E<i Cheetr iew Prect Quik Dplionr lvdom  Help

B Lo, OMTITLED wiosklibe. HE'W MACHIDATA

1861 P RLT] F5713.13
TUBREE | ZeBaLOD [TILIE
RETT A FEREAND REN?E.RT
View | Pn | 1980 | 22zaaOp BEBINGT
Renges 1 ] 2245 60D BETIR.00
Hamples 10 FERE.100 G5E0%.33
e i ride.zon BLEG. 00
EA #mi Faradnm BEUEE.RT
| == ET 220,400 GEITRGT
3 tm1 2440000 GELTEET
E:‘;F“ FARE_ZND GEBRT.OD
1 fomci BATOTO0 | 6695333
H}rlr _‘ FEIFF AN CR A RE N[
[t — e
Wl | B e b e ol e | [ — AR anm
Figure 9




EViews does an excellent job
plotting data. To plot two
variables together, use the
QUICK menu, and choose

GRAPH

Fill in the names of the
variablesin the box
(figure 10) and click on OK

EViews has several graphic
options. Thedefaultisa
line graph.

If the variables that you plot
are similar in magnitude, use

SINGLE SCALE
If the variables are different
in magnitude, use one of the

DUAL SCALES options

(Figure 11)
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The resulting Graph can be
printed using the

PRINT

button on the graphic
toolbar.

The PrintSetup button
determines the size and
attributes of the printed

graph.

The AddText button

(Figure 13) onthe graphics
toolbar alow the addition of a
title or other information to
the graph
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Thisinformation will also
be printed along with the

graph.

The name button on the
toolbar will give the graph
aname, and the graph can
be stored in the workfile
along with the data.

Using the add text allows for
axistitles.

The AddShade dlow time

periods to be emphasized.
(Figure 15)
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One other graphic optionisa
scattergram. A scattergram
plots one variable on the y-
axis and one variable on the
X-axis.

To produce a scattergram,
follow the stepsin figure 10,
but choose

SCATTER DIAGRAM
option. Theclick on OK.

Note the scale options play no
roleif scatter diagramis
chosen.

The variable listed first will
be plotted on the y-axis, and
the variable listed second will
be plotted on the x-axis.

Note the AddText button on
the graphicstoolbar can be
used to add information to
the graph as donein figure
15.
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The option button on the
graphicstoolbar produces a
menu of many graphics
optionsto “fine-tune’ the
graph. These options are
available on the line graph
above also.

Oneinteresting option with a
scatter diagram isthe
regression line option. This
option draws a straight line
that “best” describes the data.

The scatter diagram can be
printed with the

PRINT button on the
tool bar.
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To create new variablesin
EViews, start with

Generate Series

on the Quick Menu
(see Figure 4).

Enter the equation in the
box to describe the
variable that you wish to
Create.

Usea* for multiplication,
use a/ for division, use **
for raising to a power, and
+ and - for addition and
subtraction. The example
in figure 20 creates an
inflation rate over ayear

span.

An dternative to the
Quick Menuisto use
the GENR button on the
workfile toolbar.

After you compute a
new series you should
always plot and print the
series as a check of your
computational formula.

EViews User Guide

Creating New Variables

P Eeb Qhoeei: ew Proes Quek Opthos ieskw [k

Fremeerabe Sapng b Fggiation

ke syualmn.

fiampla:

=1 (U T urven- paaryesd -4l peanered -4 |

| [0 10ae

B re it

B

Figure 20

e Edn Dhselr Mew Proiz Quick Dptenn ks Hels

Ramye: 19501 1994:4
Sample: THEN:T 19%94:4

ok Pibe HEW MACFITIDATA - (o ey iewetweme macnodois wl ]
| Prucs | Sove | Shaw| Fetch| Stors | Dalets] Gone| Sampbe|

Dhebanl Eyuastinn: None

e B hyymd Ll graphil =4 e

A il B e = gvy [

A 2 (= = gl =

B & gdp =2 gy Y puncw

&3 fmbase Egdpq = ip B3 puwe

B famil Ed gyeg = ihe B s

B3 hyanc A gte= = lhem B resid

= by EA gyimei A iy

(=L B gite 2] I hasmr

B fyepd £ gnesg & thur

=] E apia = m

_____ Fath = CAEVIEWS | winrklils = NEW MACAODATA

5t | B3 e | s tam [ Eomomre Vi

[T T

Figure 21

11




Estimating Regression Equations.

To estimate a Regression
equation, start with the
QUICK MENU (figure 4)
and choose

Estimate Equation..

If the equationsto be
estimated is:

Y=o+ X + ¢
Enter in the box,
Y CX

where C indicates to EViews
toinclude aregression
constant. The equation
entered in the box estimates
the federal fundsrate asa
function of the discount rate.

Figure 23 show standard
EViews regression output.
Thisis called the Regression
box.

The PRINT button on the
regression box toolbar will
send the regression results to
the printer.

Note date and time are
included.

The name button will store
the equation in the workfile.
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The Resids button on the
regression box toolbar will
generate time series graph of
the actual and
fitted(predicted) values and
regression residuals. The
PRINT button on the
toolbar will now print this
graphic. To get back to the
regression results, click on
Stats.

Theresiduasare storedin a
seriescaled resid. If you
want to use this variable you
must calculate a new
variable based upon resid.

Use the Quick Menu, choose
generate series, and enter a
formula such as, err=resid.
Now err is avariable that
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can be used in aregression equation, printed, plotted, etc.

EViews User Guide

Figure 24

13




