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WARNING:No national hydrographic office has verified the information in this product or quality assured it, and none accept liability for 
the accuracy of reproduction or any modifications made thereafter. No national hydrographic office makes any warranties or representations, 
express or implied, with respect to this product.  No national hydrographic office warrants that the product satisfies national or international 
regulations regarding the use of the appropriate products for navigation or that it contains the latest hydrographic information available.
WARNING:All charts are digitized directly from existing government and other official charts and should not be used solely for navigation.  
Digital charts are intended to be used as an aid to traditional navigational charts, not as a replacement. Only official government charts and 
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modifications and/or additions in your area. Garmin makes no warranty as to the accuracy or completeness of the map data.
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entry to the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park is controlled by the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Act 1975 (Cth) (“the Act”). Penalties apply 
for use of or entry to a zone for a purpose other than for a purpose permitted under the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Zoning Plan 2003 (“the 
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use or entry under the Zoning Plan. For purposes of use of or entry to the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park, this product should only be used in 
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consult official navigation charts released by relevant government authorities.
WARNING:The Licensee is hereby advised of the Canadian carriage regulations applicable to Canadian ships in all waters and to all ships in 
waters under Canadian jurisdiction which requires the master and owner of every ship to: have on board, in respect of each area in which the 
ship is to be navigated, the most recent editions of the charts, documents; or to have sufficient knowledge of specific information, such that safe 
and efficient navigation in the area where the ship is to be navigated is not compromised.
WARNING:The tide and current predictions derived from this software are not to replace the  Canadian Tide and Current Tables, which are 
required under the Charts and Nautical Publications Regulations of the Canada Shipping Act and which must be used for navigation within 
Canadian waters. Official Canadian Tide and Current Tables are available from authorized chart dealers. For a complete list of dealers in your 
area, please contact:

Chart Distribution Office
Canadian Hydrographic Service

615 Booth Street
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0E6
Telephone: (613) 998-4931

Fax:  (613) 998-1217
Email: chs_sales@dfo-mpo.gc.ca

WEB: www.charts.gc.ca
Although CHS produces the tide and current constituent data used in this software with the greatest care, neither Canada, its ministers, officers 
and employees, nor CHS, who individually and collectively shall hereinafter be referred to as “Canada”, make any representation or warranty, 
either express or implied, concerning the accuracy of the Canadian data, or that it is suitable for any particular application or purpose. In 
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expenses, arising in any way from or consequential upon the use of, or the inability to use this Canadian tide and current constituent data.

Tide and current predictions derived from this software may not be used commercially without a license from Canadian Hydrographic Service, 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans. Please contact the Canadian Hydrographic Service’s Chart Distribution Office at the above address for 
more information.
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Introduction
BlueChart® g2 is Garmin’s exclusive line of highly-detailed marine cartography. BlueChart 
g2 cartography features smoother layering and better integration of map graphics for faster 
redraws and more cohesive panning, scrolling, and zooming. 

Overview
Blue Chart g2 features richer colors and shading for easier interpretation and improved 
visibility. BlueChart g2 has all the detail of traditional BlueChart, but with additional 
functions, such as an optional “mariner’s-eye view” map perspective. With BlueChart g2 
preprogrammed data cards, you can access costal roads and points of interest (POIs) as well as 
a growing worldwide database of high-quality navigationally significant photos. These photos 
give “real picture” detail for many harbors, ports, marinas and coastal features.

BlueChart g2 cartography features a growing database of aerial 
photography to give mariners a visual overview of harbors, 

marinas, waterways, and other points of reference.
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Additional BlueChart g2 enhancements include:
•	 Shaded depth contours 
•	 Mariner’s eye view map perspective 
•	 Port plans and navigationally significant photos
•	 Improved IALA symbology 
•	 Intertidal zones with spot soundings 
•	 Navaids with view range and coverage 
•	 Data on tides and currents 
•	 Coastal roads, marinas, points of interest 
•	 Wrecks, restricted areas, anchorages 
•	 Shoals, spoilage, and more

Like all BlueChart cartography, BlueChart g2 cartography is styled to match the appearance 
of paper charts when displayed on your Garmin chartplotter. Sharp, colorful, finely detailed 
graphics let you see every cartographic contour and feature, with minimal panning and 
zooming to bring the chart data into focus.
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Failure to avoid the following potentially hazardous situations could result in an 
accident or collision resulting in death or serious injury.
When navigating, carefully compare BlueChart g2 information to all available navigation 
sources, including information from visual sightings, and paper maps. For safety, always 
resolve any discrepancies or questions before continuing navigation.
Use the electronic BlueChart g2 cartography only to facilitate, not to replace, the use of 
authorized government charts. Official government charts and notices to mariners contain all 
information needed to navigate safely.

Warning

Introduction > Warning
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Getting Started
Garmin BlueChart g2 preprogrammed data cards are available in a region-by-region format. 
To find out what region or regions will work best for you, please consult your local Garmin 
marine dealer or visit the Garmin Web site at www.garmin.com. From the Maps & Charts 
section of the Garmin Web site, you can view the listing of available BlueCharts, the areas 
of coverage, and the paper charts contained within each card. A printed list is also available, 
which lists Garmin’s current BlueChart g2 cards, part numbers, and the latest pricing.  

	 Note: Garmin BlueChart g2 preprogrammed data cards work only with 
BlueChart g2 compatible Garmin units. Look for the BlueChart g2 compatible logo 
on the product packaging.

Current owners of Garmin GPSMAP 276, GPSMAP 376, GPSMAP 3005C, GPSMAP 3006C, 
and GPSMAP 3010C chartplotters can also use BlueChart g2 preprogrammed data cards after 
loading a required software update.

http://www.garmin.com
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Installing a BlueChart g2 Preprogrammed Data Card
Look for a compartment door or rubber weather cap on the bottom (or front for large 
chartplotters) of your Garmin unit. Beneath the door or weather cap is a slot for a data card. 

Data Card Slot on a 
GPSMAP 3206/3210

Data Card Slot on a 
GPSMAP 492/498

To insert the card, place the card into the slot (connector end first) with the label facing toward 
the front of the Garmin unit. When the card is in place, close the compartment door, or reinsert 
the rubber weather cap. See your Garmin unit owner’s manual for specific card installation 
instructions.

Insert the connector end of the card into the card slot. Improper installation can result in 
damage to your Garmin unit and can void your warranty.

Caution 

BlueChart g2 Preprogrammed Data Card Caution: Do NOT use preprogrammed 
BlueChart g2 data cards for saving MapSource maps. The preprogrammed data will 
be lost. Remove any BlueChart g2 cards in your Garmin unit before transferring 
MapSource maps to the unit to avoid losing the preprogrammed data. If you overwrite 
the preprogrammed data on a BlueChart g2 card, Garmin will NOT replace or recover 
the lost data.

Caution 
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Viewing BlueChart g2 Information
BlueChart g2 technology for the coastal United States (including Alaska and Hawaii) 
is preloaded on Garmin’s GPSMAP 492 and GPSMAP 498 chartplotters, as well as its 
large- display GPSMAP 2200 series and GPSMAP 3200 series of chartplotters. 

To access additional BlueChart g2 functionality, you can purchase preprogrammed data cards. 
These BlueChart g2 data cards include highly detailed coastal roads and points of interest such 
as restaurants, lodging, local attractions, and more. Full-color aerial photos of ports, marinas, 
bridges, and navigational landmarks are also included on many data cards. See page 6 for 
information on viewing photos while using a preprogrammed data card.

Understanding BlueChart g2 Data
BlueChart g2 electronic charts use graphic symbols to denote map features. Some common 
symbols you might see include, but are not limited to, the following*:

	 Airport/Seaplane Base	 	 Dangerous Rock	 	 Pilot Boarding Area

	 Anchorage Berth	 	 Explosive	 	 Precautionary Area

	 Anchoring Prohibited	 	 Exposed Rock	 	 Radio Report Point

	 Beacon	 	 Exposed Wreck	 	 Recommended Anchorage

	 Building	 	 Fishing Harbor	 	 Rescue Station

	 Buoy	 	 	 Fishing Prohibited	 	 Tide Station

	 Church	 	 Information	 	 Yacht Harbor

	 Current Station	 	 Marina Services

*Some symbols might appear differently on your Garmin chartplotter.
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Other features common to most BlueChart g2 data include:
•	 Depth contour lines (with deep water represented in white)
•	 Inter-tidal zones
•	 Spot soundings, as depicted on the original paper chart
•	 Navigational aids and symbols
•	 Obstructions and cable areas

 
Tide 

Station
Yacht 

Harbor

Wreck

Marina 
Services

Buoy

Information

Garmin includes charts and symbols shown on NOAA chart 1, and marine services from other 
sources. For more information about nautical chart symbols in the USA, see Chart No. 1 
Nautical Chart Symbols Abbreviations and Terms at www.noaa.com.

www.noaa.com
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Accessing Additional Object Information
You can view additional information about many of the objects you see on a BlueChart g2 map. 

To access additional object information when using a Garmin unit:
	 Place the unit’s map pointer on an object, and press ENTER. A window 

appears with additional information for the selected object.

Selected object
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Viewing Photos
On Garmin BlueChart g2 preprogrammed data cards, navigationally significant aerial 
photographs are available for most ports and marinas. These photos can help you familiarize 
yourself with your surroundings. The camera icon ( ) indicates a photo is available. There are 
usually two or three photos for each marina.

To view a photo:
	 Place the unit’s map pointer on a camera icon ( ), and press ENTER. An 

aerial photo of the selected area appears. The perspective or angle at which 
the picture was taken is shown when you highlight a camera icon.

Photo 
perspective
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Accessing Paper-Chart-Specific Information
BlueChart g2 cartography  provides paper-chart-specific information, such as chart publisher, 
print date, edition date, NTM (Notice to Mariners), correction date, and scale. Additional notes 
are available for the paper charts.

To view paper-chart-specific information on your Garmin unit:
	 Place the unit’s cursor on an open area of the chart, and press ENTER. A 

window shows the chart information and allows you to view additional notes 
about the chart area. 

BlueChart g2 maps stay true to chart presentation and do not modify content. By providing 
paper chart-specific information, you can know exactly from which chart and scale each 
displayed feature is digitized. BlueChart g2 electronic charts are a faithful reproduction of the 
published official paper charts that mariners are required to carry.

BlueChart g2 data is not seamless. Just like the paper charts from which the data is derived, 
you might observe some discontinuity along chart borders on your Garmin unit. For example, 
if a contour is present on one chart, and not on the adjacent chart, the BlueChart g2 data is 
represented on your Garmin unit the same way.
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Understanding the Differences Between Electronic 
and Paper Charts
Occasionally, boaters notice that the BlueChart g2 data does not duplicate a particular feature 
shown on the paper chart they are using. Garmin uses the best charts available and carefully 
turns the paper charts into a digital format for display on an electronic screen. If there are 
errors, omissions, or discrepancies on paper, they might occur electronically too.

On paper charts, sometimes even large features like a breakwater might not be shown clearly 
or at all. Large breakwaters are sometimes not shown on the harbor charts, but are shown on 
coastal charts—or vice versa. These decisions are made by the chart maker, such as NOAA/
NOS. In some cases, bridges, or other features washed away in storms decades ago, are still 
shown on the paper charts. Recent changes in coastlines are often not reflected on paper charts 
for years.

The same is true for new marinas and ports. Sometimes, well-known local landmarks might be 
shown so small on the paper chart that they are indistinguishable from surrounding features to 
someone not familiar with the area. In these cases, a feature might not be accurately depicted 
on the electronic chart.

Reporting Chart Errors
Even when a feature is shown on the paper chart, it can be overlooked or misspelled during the 
data entry process. These are small problems that can be easily corrected and do not affect the 
quality of the overall BlueChart g2 data.

If you notice something missing or incorrect in the BlueChart g2 data, first check the best 
available scale paper charts of the area to see how the feature is represented on the paper 
chart. If we have not represented it accurately, or if you know additional information about the 
feature, visit Garmin’s Web site and fill out the online error report form. You can find this form 
at www.garmin.com/cartography/.

www.garmin.com/cartography/
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Viewing Tide and Current Information
Using BlueChart g2 cartography, you can access tide information from more than 3,000 Tide 
Prediction Stations across the world. You can also access current information from Current 
Stations around the United States coastline, including Alaska and Hawaii as well as western 
Canada and several Caribbean islands. Tide Prediction Stations are denoted with a  icon on 
the Map Page; Current Stations are indicated with a  icon.

 
Tide station

Event times

Min. 
level

Max. 
level

Local time

High 
tide 

curve

Low tide 
curve

Tide 
height

See your chartplotter’s owner’s manual for compatibility and instructions on viewing tide and 
current information on your Garmin unit.
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Appendix

Caring for Your BlueChart g2 Data Card
BlueChart g2 cards are not waterproof. When you are not using the card, keep it in the original 
packaging for safekeeping, and store it away from exposure to sun and rain. BlueChart g2 
cards are susceptible to damage from static electricity. In low humidity environments, you 
should ground yourself on a large metal object before handling the card. The card packaging is 
sealed and does not contain any user-serviceable parts.

Reading the ID Code on a BlueChart g2 Card
Preprogrammed BlueChart g2 cards have a seven-digit ID code. This identification system 
uses the following conventions:

A BB CCC D

Product
2=BlueChart g2 on	
    Garmin data cards

Region
AE=Asia, East (for example, 
Japan, China, and Indonesia)

AF= Africa

AW=Asia, West

CA=Canada

EU=Europe (including all of the 
Mediterranean Sea)

PC=Pacific Ocean (for example, 
Australia and New Zealand)

SA=South America, Central 
America, and Mexico

US=United States and Caribbean

BlueChart 
Reference 
Number

Coverage Size
S=Small

B=Bathymetric

R=Regular

L=Large

For the most recent listing of available BlueChart g2 data cards, visit the Garmin Web site at 
www.garmin.com. From the Maps & Charts section of the Garmin Web site, you can view the 
listing of available BlueCharts, the areas of coverage, and the paper charts contained within 
each card. A printed list is also available, which lists Garmin’s current BlueChart g2 cards, part 
numbers, and the latest pricing.

Purchasing BlueChart g2 Cards
You can purchase additional BlueChart g2 cards by contacting Garmin at one of the addresses or 
phone numbers listed on the copyright page of this guide, or by using the form on page 13.

http://www.garmin.com
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Warranty Information
Examine your preprogrammed BlueChart g2 card for damage immediately upon receipt. 
Garmin accepts returned cards within 10 days of the purchase date, if the card is found to be 
defective. 

Product Registration
Help us better support you by completing our online registration today! By registering your 
purchase you are assured of notification of product updates or information about new products.

To register your BlueChart g2 preprogrammed data card:
1.	 Connect to our Web site at www.garmin.com/registration/.
2	 Select Data Card (Pre-Programmed), and click Next. 
3.	 Select BlueChart g2 Data Card from the drop-down list, and click Next. 
4.	 Complete the contact information, and then click Next to complete the 

registration.

Contact Garmin
Contact Garmin if you have any questions while using your BlueChart g2 preprogrammed data 
card. In the USA contact Garmin Product Support by phone: 913/397.8200 or 800/800.1020, 
Monday–Friday, 8 AM–5 PM Central Time; or go to www.garmin.com/support/, and click 
Product Support, or send an e-mail to cartography@garmin.com.

In Europe, contact Garmin (Europe) Ltd. at: 44/0870.8501241 (outside the UK) 
OR 0808 2380000 (UK only) e-mail: cartography.europe@garmin.com 

www.garmin.com/registration/
www.garmin.com/support/
mailto:cartography@garmin.com
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BlueChart® g2 Data Card Order Form
If you want to trade-in or update BlueChart g2, contact Garmin Product Support at: 800/800.1020.

Shipping Address:
Name ___________________________________________  Date ___________

Street Address ____________________________________________________

City __________________________________  State _____________________

ZIP/Postal Code ___________________  Country ________________________

Telephone ________________________  Fax ___________________________

E-mail Address ____________________________________________________

Card Format Requested:  Garmin Data Card [   ] 

BlueChart g2 Requested (for example, 2US006R - Chesapeake) ____________

________________________________________________________________

Model of Garmin Chartplotter or GPS Unit You Own_______________________

NOTE: BlueChart g2 cards do not work with all Garmin units. Refer to the product information for your 
Garmin unit at garmin.com for information about which Garmin units work with your card.

[   ] Express Shipping (additional charge applies)

Charge Agreement:
I authorize Garmin to charge my VISA/MasterCard/American Express/Discover for the  
appropriate amount.
Data cards should be examined immediately upon receipt. Returns must be made within  
10 days of the invoice date for credit. No credits will be issued after this period.

Bill the above order to my credit card:
Type (circle one):	VISA	  MasterCard	 American Express	 Discover

Account # ________________________________________ Exp. Date _______

Signature (as it appears on your card) __________________________________

Mail or fax the completed form to Product Support at Garmin International (see address and phone 
numbers on the copyright page of this guide). You can also order online at http://www.garmin.com or 
by contacting us using e-mail at: cartography@garmin.com. Photocopies of this form are acceptable.
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