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Accreditation and Credit  
Designation Statements
Weill Cornell Medical College is accredited by the Accreditation  
Council for Continuing Medical Education to provide continuing  
medical education for physicians. 

Weill Cornell Medical College designates this live activity for  
a maximum of 9.25 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)™. Physicians 
should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of their 
participation in the activity.

Disclosure of Relationships/ 
Content Validity
It is the policy of Weill Cornell Medical College to adhere to ACCME 
Criteria, Policies and Standards for Commercial Support and content 
validation in order to ensure fair balance, independence, objectivity, 
and scientific rigor in all its sponsored activities. All speakers, Course 
Directors, Co-Course Directors, planners, reviewers, and staff members 
participating in sponsored activities are expected to disclose relevant 
financial relationships pertaining to their contribution to the activity. 
Relationship information is analyzed to determine whether conflicts 
of interest exist. All conflicts of interest are resolved prior to participa-
tion in the planning or implementation of this activity. Presenters and 
authors are also expected to disclose any discussion of (1) off-label or 
investigational uses of FDA approved commercial products or devices 
or (2) products or devices not yet approved in the United States. 

Accommodations
Discounted accommodations are available for a limited time only. 
Please refer to registration website for further information.

Location/Travel
Weill Cornell Medical College
1300 York Avenue
New York, New York 10065

BY CAR: FDR driving SOUTH, exit at 71st Street. FDR driving 
NORTH, exit at 63rd Street, and proceed to 1300 York Avenue.
Garage parking is available.

AIRLINE: Arrivals at LaGuardia, John F. Kennedy and Newark 
International Airports. Public transportation and taxi service are 
available from all three airports.
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Course Directors/Faculty

Principles and Techniques of  
Complex Spinal Reconstruction 
A Hands-On Cadaveric Workshop

SPONSORED BY:  

Weill Cornell Medical College

1-Day Course Description
This will be a one-day workshop—part 
didactic, part hands-on—that reviews the 
most common complex spine techniques 
used in contemporary spine surgery.  The 
intended audiences are senior neurosurgery 
and orthopedic surgery residents and fellows 
as well as practicing spine surgeons.

The course will start with morning lectures, 
in which internationally renowned faculty 
will present their experience with different 
techniques for complex spine pathologies. 
Following the lectures, course participants will go to the Weill 
Cornell Anatomy Lab for the hands-on part of the course.  
At six different stations, each with at least one faculty member, 
participants will review the procedures and then perform them 
on the cadavers. Tips, suggestions, and surgical pearls will be 
discussed during this experience. 

Course Directors
Ali A. Baaj, MD
Han Jo Kim, MD

Course Coordinator
Shanta Persad 
Email: neurosurgery-cme@med.cornell.edu

Date and Time
Saturday, April 8, 2017 • 7:30am-6:00pm
Registration: 7:00–7:30am

Location
Weill Cornell Medical College
1300 York Avenue • New York City, NY 10065

Identified Practice Gaps/
Educational Needs
Some spine pathologies require complex 
approaches and techniques. There can be 
limited exposure to these techniques in 
practice. It is essential to organize work-
shops where experts in this field are able to 
discuss and demonstrate these techniques 
in a focused fashion. Therefore, these types 
of educational activities are invaluable to 
address the gaps in most surgeons’ and trainees’ practices. Not all 
spine surgeons received extensive training in complex spine  
surgery. In this course expert faculty will show and teach  
participants advanced surgical techniques in a safe environment. 
The participants will be able to practice several different surgical 
techniques for the cervical, thoracic, and lumbo-sacral spine that 
include instrumentation of the spine.

Target Audience
This course is designed for senior neurosurgery and orthopedic 
surgery residents and fellows as well as practicing spine surgeons. 

Educational ObjectiveS
To review the principles of the most common complex spine  
reconstruction techniques; demonstrate the technical aspects of 
the most common complex spine reconstruction techniques;  
identify the limitations and strengths of each type of complex 
spine reconstruction technique; and understand patient safety in 
the perioperative period after complex spine surgery.

Faculty

8:20 AM - 8:40 AM	 Cervical Osteotomies  
	 for Deformity 
	 Dr. Greg Mundis

8:40 AM - 9:00 AM	 Thoracic Pedicle  
	 Screw Placement 
	 Dr. Rajiv Sethi

9:00 AM - 9:20 AM	 Coffee Break

9:20 AM - 9:40 AM	 Correction Techniques  
	 in Adolescent Scoliosis 
	 Dr. Suken Shah

9:40 AM - 10:00 AM	 Pedicle Subtraction  
	 Osteotomy 
	 Dr. Michael Kelly

10:00 AM - 10:20 AM	 Vertebral Column Resection 
	 Dr. Han Jo Kim

10:20 AM - 10:40 AM	 Anterior Thoracic Vertebrectomy  
	 and Reconstruction 
	 Dr. Eric Klineberg

10:40 AM - 11:00 AM	 Sacropelvic Parameters: Radiographic and  
	 Clinical Implications 
	 Dr. Matthew Cunningham

11:00 AM - 11:20 AM	 Minimally Invasive Options for  
	 Adult Degen Deformity 
	 Dr. Juan Uribe

11:20 AM - 11:40 AM	 Coffee Break

11:40 AM - 12:00 PM	 Sacropelvic Instrumentation Options 
	 Dr. Kai-Ming Fu

12:00 PM - 12:20 PM	 High Grade Lumbo- 
	 Sacral Spondylolisthesis 
	 Dr. Ali Baaj

12:20 PM - 12:40 PM	 Sacroplevic Tumor  
	 Resection and  
	 Reconstruction 
	 Dr. Daniel Sciubba

12:40 PM - 1:00 PM	 Primary Bone Tumors of the Spine -  
	 Standard of Care Treatment 
	 Dr. Ilya Laufer

1:00 PM - 2:00 PM	 Lunch and Special Presentation:  
	 Perioperative Patient Safety 
	 Dr. Eric Elowitz

2:00 PM - 5:00 PM	 Hands On Lab Component 
	 All Faculty

Course Agenda, Saturday, 
April 8, 2017

7:00 AM - 7:20AM	 Breakfast,  
	 Registration and  
	 Welcoming Remarks 
	 Dr. Ali Baaj and  
	 Dr. Han Jo Kim

7:20 AM - 7:40 AM	 Occipital Cervical  
	 Instability 
	 Dr. Mohamad Bydon

7:40 AM - 8:00 AM	 Atlantoaxial Stabilization 
	 Dr. Kumar Kakarla

8:00 AM - 8:20 AM	 Cervical Subluxation Reduction Techniques 
	 Dr. James Harrop

Ali A. Baaj, M.D. 
Assistant Professor of Neurological 

Surgery
Adult and Pediatric Spine Surgery
Weill Cornell Medicine
NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital

Han Jo Kim, M.D.
Assistant Attending Orthopaedic Sur-

geon, Hospital for Special Surgery
Assistant Professor of Orthopedic 

Surgery, Weill Cornell Medicine

Mohamad Bydon, M.D.
 Assistant Professor
Department of Neurological Surgery
Mayo Clinic
Matthew E. Cunningham, M.D. 
Assistant Professor of Orthopaedic Surgery
Hospital for Special Surgery
Eric H. Elowitz, M.D. 
Associate Professor of Neurological Surgery, Spinal Surgery
Weill Cornell Medicine
NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital
Kai-Ming Fu, M.D., Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor of Neurological Surgery, Spinal Surgery
Weill Cornell Medicine
NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital
James S. Harrop, M.D.
Professor of Neurological Surgery
Director, Division of Spine and Peripheral Nerve Disorders
Co-Director for Adult Reconstructive Spine
Thomas Jefferson University Hospital
Kumar Kakarla, M.D. 
Staff Neurosurgeon
Spinal Deformity
Barrow Brain and Spine
Michael Kelly, M.D. 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Neurological Surgery
Washington University Orthopedics
Eric Otto Klineberg, M.D., M.S.
Co-Director of the Spine Center
Associate Professor
Department of Orthopaedic Surgery
University of California, Davis
Ilya Laufer, M.D. 
Assistant Professor
Department of Neurosurgery
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center
Greg M. Mundis, Jr., M.D.
Orthopaedic Surgeon
The San Diego Center for Spinal Disorders
Daniel M. Sciubba, M.D.
Associate Professor of Neurosurgery, Oncology, and Orthopaedic Surgery
Director, Spine Tumor and Spine Deformity Research
Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine
Rajiv K. Sethi, M.D. 
Executive Director and Chair of the Neuroscience Institute
Director of Complex Spine Surgery
Departments of Orthopaedics and Neurosurgery
Virginia Mason Medical Center
Suken A. Shah, M.D. 
Division Chief of the Spine and Scoliosis Center
Nemours/Alfred I. DuPont Hospital for Children
Juan S. Uribe, M.D. 
Associate Professor 
Director of Spine Section
Department of Neurosurgery
University of South Florida

REGISTER ONLINE NOW! www.weillcornellbrainandspine.org


