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Action off-track is as 
frenetic as the racing
THIS WEEK HAS BEEN A TIMELY REMINDER OF JUST 
how quickly the world of Formula 1 can turn. While Red Bull’s 
unsuccessful appeal against Daniel Ricciardo’s Melbourne 
exclusion was being argued in Paris, Stefano Domenicali fell on 
his sword as Ferrari team principal, an American team officially 
threw its hat into the ring, and Mercedes’ technical director quit.

Remarkably, in the past five months we’ve had team principals 
departing at Ferrari, McLaren, Mercedes and Lotus. It’s a state of 
affairs that probably makes every F1 paddock veteran think about 
their future, and that includes this week’s cover star Jenson Button.

In his interview with Edd Straw on page 16, Jenson reveals, “…in 
the sport now I’m in a position where I need to enjoy it”. His 
enjoyment level shows in his driving, with some excellent race 
performances so far in 2014. He wants to continue, but it’s against 
a background of his contract running out at the end of the year.

Next season McLaren begins its exciting Honda partnership. 
Does it do so with Button on board: a wise head, a proven world 
champion, someone who knows the Japanese company well?  
Or, like many others, does it turn the page?
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T H E  B I G  P I C T U R E
This weekend he races in the Silverstone 6 Hours,  
but last Sunday Mike Conway was in warmer climes, 
and won a stunning Long Beach IndyCar race 

P34 LONG BEACH INDYCAR REPORT
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This week in F1

NASCAR team boss Gene Haas is considering 

forming a partnership with renowned 

single-seater constructor Dallara to build  

a car for his entry into the 2015 Formula 1 

World Championship.

“We’ve had preliminary talks with Dallara, 

and they’re ready to go,” said Haas. “It 

would be insurmountable to say we going to 

figure out how to build a chassis by ourselves 

and hire all the people in nine months.” 

Haas has yet to choose an engine supplier, 

but team principal Gunther Steiner 

confirmed the squad had already had 

discussions with both Ferrari and Mercedes.

“We need to define our technical partner, 

and go from there,” said Steiner. “We  

will announce in the next four to six  

weeks what we are doing.”

HAAS EYES DALLARA
TIE-UP FOR F1 CAR

8

Formula 1 chiefs should take on board 

fans’ criticisms of double points and 

discuss the controversial rule at the end 

of this year, says FIA president Jean Todt. 

The Frenchman, who is not personally 

opposed to 2014’s double-points finale 

in Abu Dhabi, claims he asked F1’s 

Strategy Group to review the plans in 

the wake of the fan backlash, but gave 

up because of a lack of unanimous 

support among the teams for a change. 

Mercedes non-executive director Niki 

Lauda said F1 bosses were “mad” to 

introduce the rule in the first place. 

“It was a mistake, but hopefully next 

year it will be gone again,” he said.

McLaren and Red Bull are in a legal dispute 

over the reigning champion team’s new 

head of aerodynamics, Dan Fallows. 

Red Bull announced last week that 

Fallows would return to its Milton Keynes 

base from McLaren to become its new aero 

chief, but a spokesman for McLaren said: 

“Dan Fallows has a legally binding contract 

with McLaren, and the matter is now in  

the hands of our lawyers.”

TODT URGES POINTS RETHINK 

McLaren in row 
with Red Bull

At the start of next 
season, it will be 28 
years since we last had  
a US team racing in 
Formula 1. The Haas  
Lola squad, run by the 
unrelated Carl Haas, had 
a best result of fourth 
with Alan Jones at the 
1986 Austrian GP.

BIG NUMBER

Mercedes technical director Bob Bell 

will leave the team at the end of this 

season. The squad will scrap the role 

of technical director when Bell, who 

has held the position since April 

2011, departs in November.

Bell to leave 
Mercedes role
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FIA president Jean Todt has dismissed 

concerns that Formula 1 drivers are 

being forced into extreme dieting that 

compromises their safety, despite  

Toro Rosso’s Jean-Eric Vergne being 

hospitalised between the Australian  

and Malaysian grands prix. 

Many teams have struggled to get 

their cars down to the new minimum 

weight limit of 690kg, putting pressure 

on heavier drivers to lose weight. 

“You can do a good diet and not have 

to go to hospital because you have been 

losing so many kilos,” said Todt. 

Teams have agreed to raise the 

minimum weight limit by 10kg for 2015.

Sergio Perez has revealed that he came 

close to abandoning Formula 1 last year 

after losing his drive at McLaren. 

“I was frustrated with [the McLaren 

decision],” said the Mexican, who scored 

his new team Force India’s first podium 

since Spa 2009 in Bahrain this month. 

“I wanted to find what motivated me  

to stay in F1, otherwise I was willing to 

look at other options.”

Mercedes executive director Paddy Lowe 

says Formula 1’s bosses should be pushing 

to make life tougher for teams with the 

new fuel rules, rather than considering 

tweaks to help those that are struggling. 

There is a chance the rules for 2015 

could be revised should a majority approve. 

“To back out of it next year [would be] 

absurd,” said Lowe. “If anything, the point 

of F1 should be to stretch it further. Maybe 

next year [the fuel allowance of 100kg] 

should be 95kg for the race.”
URGENT MEETING CALLED OVER COST-CAPPING

DRIVER DIET FEARS REJECTED

Perez says he 
nearly quit F1

Lowe: toughen 
up fuel rules

For all the breaking news, visit

Formula 1 teams have been 

summoned to an urgent cost-cutting 

meeting on May 1 to try to agree on  

a way to bring budgets down. 

During a meeting of the FIA’s World 

Motor Sport Council in Morocco last 

Friday, it was agreed that the teams 

will gather with president Jean Todt 

and F1 commercial supremo Bernie 

Ecclestone at the start of next month. 

The sport’s smaller teams were 

angered when Todt recently said the 

FIA was giving up on cost-cutting due 

to a lack of unanimous support.

I fail to understand why we are 

going this way when every sport 

has to be responsible for the way 

it handles its business. I think 

that those times have long gone 

where you say, ‘If you don’t have 

the money, don’t do it.’

I think we have to continuously 

put pressure on for it to happen 

because, as Force India has 

proved, you don’t have to keep 

spending to put on a good show. 

We have to get the teams viable 

for the sustainability of the sport.

Sauber’s Monisha 

Kaltenborn says 

bigger teams playing 

politics on cost cuts

Force India’s Bob 

Fernley says exciting 

racing doesn’t need 

to be expensive

P24 RED BULL HEARING

This year’s British Grand Prix will 

feature commemorative parades to 

celebrate Silverstone’s 50th grand prix. 

The circuit has begun a search for 

iconic cars to include in the displays, 

which will take place from Friday to 

Sunday at the July 4-6 event. 

Triple world champion Jackie Stewart 

is already signed up to drive his 1969 

British GP-winning Matra MS80 (above).

Silverstone to 
mark 50th GP

HEAVIEST
Adrian Sutil

75kg

LIGHTEST
Felipe Massa

59kg
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It’s not a question of if, but when. We know it, 
Mercedes chiefs know it and Lewis Hamilton and 
Nico Rosberg know it. At some point this season, 

with the Brackley-based team so clearly allowing  
both its men free reign to fight as hard as they want  
for the win, there’s going to be trouble.

A misjudged passing manoeuvre, a bit of over-
aggressiveness, or a genuine bit of nefariousness is  
going to result in some bits of broken bodywork, a 
decent result thrown away and a fair bit of post-race 
controversy. And when it does happen, you can 
guarantee that there will be a long line of people 
standing up to shoot down the team bosses for  
allowing things to get out of control. But the  
critics should all think twice before doing so.

Mercedes has been pretty bold in allowing its  
drivers such freedom to fight it out. It would have  
been all too easy for the team to state that early- 
season reliability fears, plus the looming threat  
of Red Bull, would mean it had to maximise its 
opportunities early on. It would have been well  
within its rights to have told its drivers that they  
race until the first corner or the first pitstop, and  
then they have to hold position.

It would equally have been fully understandable if  
in Bahrain – judging by the intensity of the wheel-to-
wheel battles between its two drivers at the front of the 
field – it called time on their duel well before the end.

But it didn’t. Mercedes chiefs Toto Wolff and  
Paddy Lowe made it clear to the world that both  
their men were and are free to race to the chequered 
flag. Both drivers are being given exactly the same 
opportunity; and both are trusted to not step over  
the line and do something silly.

Lowe said after the race that it would have been 
“terrible” for F1 if Mercedes had gone down the team 
orders route so preferred by many of its opposition  
in the past; and he is right.

For while we are braced for a season of single-car 
domination, what Mercedes has done by letting its  
drivers get on with it is help deliver the prospect of  
a thrillingly intense intra-team head-to-head fight.  
Have we seen one as finely poised as this since the  
great Alain Prost/Ayrton Senna rivalry at McLaren?

It has become all too common to see a team in the 
kind of dominant position that Mercedes is in to lock 
down any advantage it’s got – and swiftly call off racing 

they are not what any fan wants to see. We all want  
to watch a race. All our back-slapping of Mercedes  
for helping make its domination a mouth-watering 
prospect will mean nothing if we then start accusing  
it of mismanagement when the danger of its approach  
rears its ugly head. 

It’s putting big trust in its two men to do the right 
thing; race at the limit and not an inch over it. And 
there will be a time when that faith backfires. And  
when it does, we all have to accept that we can’t  
have our cake and eat it.

It would be hypocritical to revel in the wonderful 
head-to-head battles that racing freedom between 
Hamilton and Rosberg will give us, and then get  
upset on the day the team did not intervene just  
before it all went wrong.

There will be hiccups along the way, but I’d always 
rather see the best man win it the hard way on the  
track than through the safety of a team radio call. 

P I T  &  PADDOCK 

The Hamilton-Rosberg battle in Bahrain was 
superb. The strategy is a risky one, but we 

should all applaud Mercedes’ approach  

Jonathan Noble
F1’s newshound

to help with the longer-term ambitions. Think about 
Multi 21. Think about Turkey 2010. Think about 
Hockenheim 2010. Think about Austria 2002. The 
battle lines of a number one and number two were 
clearly laid out on each occasion.

Team orders may well be fully justified at times,  
and an essential part of motor racing, but equally  

How long will
the smiles last?
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  ‘‘Have we seen an intra-team fight as finely poised  
  as this since the Prost/Senna rivalry at McLaren?”  
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This week in motorsport

Le Mans winners enter Spa 24
Audi LMP1 drivers Andre Lotterer, 

Marcel Fassler and Benoit Treluyer 

will attempt to add to their 24-hour 

successes at Le Mans in the Spa 

day-night enduro this year.
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Audi upset at 
WEC tweaks

Rio Formula E 
race scrapped

Audi has admitted frustration at changes 

to the energy allocation allowed to LMP1 

prototypes ahead of this weekend’s 

opening round of the World Endurance 

Championship at Silverstone.

The latest turbodiesel Audi R18  

e-tron quattro has had the amount of 

energy it can use per lap – measured  

in megajoules – reduced, along with its 

fuel-tank capacity. The petrol-powered 

Toyota TS040 HYBRID and the Porsche 

919 Hybrid have had their energy 

allocation raised at the same time  

as getting larger fuel tanks.

Audi LMP boss Christopher Reinke 

told AUTOSPORT: “There is quite some 

frustration on our side: we do disagree 

with this fine-tuning and it is not clear to 

us how it came out like this.” He said the 

changes would have an affect on both 

the performance of the R18 and the 

number of laps it could do in each stint.

The fuel figures are now set in stone 

until after the Le Mans 24 Hours in June.

Rio de Janeiro has been dropped from 

the inaugural Formula E calendar.

The Brazilian round, scheduled for 

this November, will be replaced by 

another race in February 2015, while 

the Los Angeles event moves from 

February to April.

The series has also confirmed that  

it will use the same points system  

as Formula 1, and that it will hold  

five days of pre-season testing at 

Donington Park in July and August.

The Spark-Renault SRT_01E was in 

action at the Issoire circuit in France 

this week as part of a Michelin tyre test, 

with Emmanuel Collard at the wheel.

P38 MONZA FR 3.5 REPORT

SORENSEN FLIPS  
AT MONZA OPENER
Lotus Formula 1 junior Marco 

Sorensen walked away from a 

massive aerial crash on the 

Monza pitstraight during the 

Formula Renault 3.5 season 

opener last Saturday.

The Dane’s Tech 1 Racing car 

was pitched upside down at high 

speed after he tangled with 

Jazeman Jaafar as they crossed 

the start/finish line at the end  

of the opening lap. It hit the 

pitwall and slid along the 

straight on its rollhoop until it 

came to rest after nudging the 

wall again at the pit exit.

Sorensen, who was blamed 

for the crash and given a 

five-place grid penalty by the 

stewards, felt that Jaafar should 

have reacted to him moving 

across to pick up a slipstream 

from the car in front, as he felt 

there was room for both cars to 

carry on without making contact. 

“When I went up in the air I  

thought I was f****d,” the Dane  

told AUTOSPORT. “The first hit  

with the wall was hard, but I 

could see it coming so I had  

time to prepare for it.”

Malaysian Jaafar, who 

described Sorensen’s change  

of direction towards him as  

“a nonsense move”, added: 

“Considering the speed we were 

doing we were quite lucky to  

be unscathed.”

The trio, who again team up in  

the World Endurance Championship 

this season, will race a WRT Audi  

R8 LMS ultra in the Spa 24 Hours  

on July 26-27.
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WEC WITHDRAWALS
Lotus and Strakka Dome have 

withdrawn their respective new 

LMP1 and P2 challengers from this 

weekend’s Silverstone WEC opener. 

Lotus LMP aims to have its AER- 

engined T129 on the grid for round 

two at Spa in May, but the Strakka 

Dome S103 is not scheduled to race 

until the Le Mans 24 Hours in June.

LAZIER BACK TO INDY
Former Indianapolis 500 winner 

Buddy Lazier has entered this 

year’s IndyCar showpiece event 

with the same Lazier Partners 

Racing squad that he put together 

to tackle the 2013 race. The 

46-year-old has 17 Indy 500  

starts to his name.

ERIKSSON LEADS GP3
Jimmy Eriksson set the pace in  

GP3 testing at Jerez last week for 

Koiranen GP. The Swede’s day-two 

benchmark of 1m30.732s was 

closely followed by Estoril test 

pacesetter Alex Lynn, while Lynn’s 

fellow Briton Nick Yelloly topped 

the slower opening day.

VERSTAPPEN ON TOP
Karting superstar Max Verstappen 

topped last week’s two-day 

European F3 test at Spielberg’s  

Red Bull Ring in his Van Amersfoort 

Racing Dallara-VW. Carlin-run Tom 

Blomqvist was second overall from 

team-mate Antonio Giovinazzi.  

In British F3 testing, Fortec 

Motorsport’s Martin Cao was 

fastest at Donington Park.

MORE FOR DE FERRAN
Two-time CART champion Gil  

de Ferran has increased his 

consultancy role with Honda 

Performance Development to 

encompass all its racing activities 

in the US. “Ever since the 

beginning of last year we have 

been discussing how we can 

expand things,” said the Brazilian.

ROSENQVIST IN FA1
Formula 3 European Championship 

frontrunner Felix Rosenqvist will 

drive for Team Sweden in the 

opening round of the Acceleration 

FA1 series at the Algarve circuit 

later this month. Ex-Formula 

Renault 3.5 racer Nigel Melker has 

signed to race for the Dutch team  

in the nations-based series.

In brief
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For all the breaking news, visit

KEY CHANGES

Honda Performance Development has offered a first glimpse of its 2015 
LMP2 coupe with these computer-generated images. The new ARX-04b, 
which follows on from the existing open-top 03b, will test before the 
end of the year and be available for delivery ahead of next season.

HPD’S NEXT LMP2 RACER

P40 WTCC REPORT

Citroen happy to double up
Citroen’s double world championship 

programme will continue as long as the 

brand remains competitive, according to 

parent company PSA’s chief executive 

officer, Carlos Tavares.

Tavares, the most senior man  

in the Peugeot Citroen group, told 

AUTOSPORT he was happy with Citroen’s 

tilt at both the World Touring Car 

Championship and World Rally 

Championship titles this season. 

“If we get results then plenty of 

people say that both programmes are 

sustainable,” said Tavares. “And if we 

don’t get results then plenty say they are 

not. I think [Citroen] has taken a very 

bold decision in 2014 and we will see  

by the end of it if it is fruitful. If it is  

not, then we will address this.”

DTM organisers announced several 

tweaks at the 2014 season launch 

event at Hockenheim earlier this week.

This is the Peugeot 2008 that 

Stephane Peterhansel, Carlos 

Sainz and Cyril Despres will 

drive on next year’s Dakar Rally. 

The car is due to start testing  

in Morocco in June.

PEUGEOT’S
DAKAR CHARGE 
BREAKS COVER

The number of mandatory 
pitstops in a race has been  
cut from two to one

Mandatory pitstops cannot  
be made during the first third 
of the race or when the safety 
car is on track

Drivers cannot use the softer 
tyre compound for more than  
50 per cent of the race distance

The fourth segment of 
qualifying has been scrapped, 
with pole position decided 
during an eight-car Q3 session 
rather than a one-lap shootout

A performance-balancing  
ballast system returns to the 
series, with cars able to gain  
or lose a maximum of 10kg 
based on race results

DRS use is now all the way to  
the end of the race, having 
previously been prohibited  
in the final three laps
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DTM RULE
CHANGES  
FOR 2014
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in the dying moments of qualifying, and was really 
gunning for pole position when I went off at the Ascari 
chicane and damaged the car.

As a team unit, we are intent on going for the  
absolute maximum, and on my final lap I believed we  
had a chance of something special. Indeed, the data 
showed that we would have grabbed second spot on  
the grid. Unfortunately, on this occasion, it didn’t quite 
happen for us. Next time, I will make sure it does.

The M-Sport Bentley team played an absolute blinder 
to get the car repaired. The guys worked all night, and by 
Sunday morning the car was like new. It was just another 
reminder of the strength of the Continental GT chassis, 
and just how good the M-Sport Bentley mechanics are, 
because the car felt great during the race. Reliability has 
been sensational, too, which is a big testament to the 
respective staffs at Crewe and Cockermouth.

The race started well, and Andy was up to second place 
in the early stages before the tyres really started to lose 

sharing with Humaid Al Masaood, who I’ve raced with  
in both the ALMS and Grand-Am. From one great circuit, 
we now head to another – Oulton Park this weekend, and 
you can follow me on Twitter @TheStevenKane.

In the Blancpain Endurance Series, we have points on 
the board already, but in the next round at Silverstone  
we will be really pumped to deliver a great result on  
home soil. As a BRDC member, racing past the clubhouse 
in the #7 Bentley Continental GT3 is going to be a very 
special feeling indeed.

Ever since I became one of the original drivers chosen 
by Bentley, I’ve immersed myself in the Bentley way.  
The brand has such a distinctive and successful place  
in motorsport history, dating back to the Bentley Boys  
of the 1920s, and we all fully intend to carry on that 
winning tradition in 2014 and beyond. 

P I T  &  PADDOCK 

The M-Sport driver’s proud to be following in  
the footsteps of the original Bentley Boys  
in this year’s Blancpain Endurance Series

Steven Kane
The Inside Line

their edge after some big fights, particularly with the 
Kessel Racing Ferrari. Guy took over, but some delays in 
the pits cost us, so it was initially up to him, and then me, 
to get us back into the top 10. As ever, Guy was excellent.  
I completed the final stint, bringing the car home in 
eighth place, just behind the sister Continental GT3 of 
Antoine Leclerc, Jerome D’Ambrosio and Duncan Tappy.

As a driver, you always want to be a winner, but it was  
a really good team effort for our first race in the series  
and it sets us up nicely for the next round, which is at 
Silverstone on May 25.

Just before we left for Monza, we all went to the Bentley 
headquarters in Crewe. What a place! The pride and 
dedication within every member of staff in the factory 
was something I’ve never come across before.

The great thing for me in 2014 is that I’m also racing  
a Bentley Continental GT3 in the British GT 
Championship, again to be run by M-Sport. I’m  

Kane and his team-mates 
finished eighth at Monza
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  ‘‘In the next round at Silverstone, we’ll be really  
  pumped to deliver a great result on home soil”  

There’s nothing like Monza in the spring. It’s the 
perfect place to start the season and, in my mind, 
it’s the true spiritual home of world racing. To 

compete there as a works Bentley driver last weekend  
in the opening round of the Blancpain Endurance Series 
gave me the same thrill as winning the McLaren 
AUTOSPORT BRDC Award earlier in my career.

As ever at Monza, it was a fairly epic weekend. It  
was the European race debut of the Bentley Continental 
GT3, and although it’s very early days there’s massive 
potential for us to get really excited about 2014.

The Blancpain is seriously competitive and probably 
the most intense series in the world for the sheer quality 
of teams and drivers. Last year, I was with Peter Dumbreck 
and Lucas Luhr at JRM – both seriously quick boys.  
I stacked up well against them, and Bentley got in touch 
with me after seeing some of my performances.

After our test race at the Gulf 12 Hours last December, 
we have committed to a full Blancpain campaign in 2014. 
It was our first event with two cars at Monza last weekend, 
but we showed that the Bentley Continental GT3 has 
some serious pace. Over the winter, we’ve had a lot of 
development upgrades, including suspension set-up 
changes, driveability and fuel economy on the engine, and 
some welcome ventilation enhancements in the cockpit.

Last weekend at Monza, I qualified the #7 car I share 
with my ex-Dyson team-mate Guy Smith and fellow Brit 
Andy Meyrick on the second row. I was on a quicker lap 

P42 MONZA BLANCPAIN REPORT
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Button dices with
Raikkonen during his

250th GP in Bahrain
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  Jenson joined the 250 club in the Bahrain GP but his F1 future remains up in the air. By EDD STRAW  

J
enson Button doesn’t need to race 
in Formula 1. The 34-year-old, who 
recently racked up his 250th 
Formula 1 start in the Bahrain 
Grand Prix, is in F1 because he 
wants to be. He is one of only 32 
drivers to have been crowned world 
champion, has won 15 grands prix 
and, according to last year’s 
sporting rich list in The Sunday 
Times, has a net worth of around 
£58 million, a figure that will have 

increased during the past 12 months. 
By any measure, Button has been 

phenomenally successful. The 2009 world 
championship triumph will stand forever, there 
is no sense of unfulfilled ambition gnawing away 
at him and he has plenty of other interests to 
take up his time. He races for enjoyment, for the 
challenge, and continues to deliver high-class 
performances. Jenson is the second-oldest driver 
on the grid (Kimi Raikkonen is three months  
his senior) and his McLaren contract expires at 
the end of 2014. So it’s perfectly reasonable to 
wonder whether this might be Button’s farewell 

I’m in a position where I need to 
enjoy it. I do enjoy what I am doing

the anticipated new deal to keep him at Woking 
beyond the end of 2014 wasn’t happening, 
meaning that McLaren picked up the one-year 
option it held, Button insisted that he wanted  
to keep his options open. So is it simply 
enjoyment that dictates whether or not he 
continues to be a grand prix driver given that  
he has no obligation to do so?

“Yes,” he agrees. “Well, I have a contract until 
the end of the year! But it is a lovely position to 
be in. This has been my career for so many years, 
but I want to make sure that I enjoy the job 

tour. Unlike some, he certainly won’t linger in F1 
because of a lack of imagination or a misguided 
sense of potential unfulfilled. But that doesn’t 
necessarily mean he either wants to stop or lacks 
the motivation to succeed. It’s just that he is there 
for the right reasons.

The man himself is too experienced to give 
anything away. Maybe he has already decided, 
maybe he doesn’t know yet, but whatever the 
future holds he is one of the few who could walk 
away without feeling like the sport owes him 
something. Last year, when it became clear that  

T
E

E
/L

A
T

B R I T O N ’ S  F 1  F U T U R E



18  AUTOSPORT.COM  APRIL 17 2014

18

deal is a foregone conclusion if he wants it. The 
arrival of Kevin Magnussen, a podium finisher  
on his grand prix debut, at McLaren is one 
complicating factor. So is the potential availability 
of Fernando Alonso if Ferrari continues to struggle. 
Then there is the rise of Stoffel Vandoorne, a 
McLaren junior, part of the management company 
Button co-owns and a winner on his GP2 debut in 
Bahrain. The driver-market landscape has changed 
a lot in the past 12 months.

And even if there is a desire to keep Button, it’s 
not as simple as signing on the dotted line. The 
Honda project means that Button would surely 
have to commit for at least two years and probably 
three. That would take him to a few months short 
of 38, so it’s a big decision, especially given the fact 
it might take time for Honda to provide a winning 
engine. Again, Button is too experienced to be 
drawn on any of this and remains inscrutable.

“I don’t know,” he says about where he sees 
himself next year. “I don’t even know where I’m 
seeing myself tomorrow. I take every day as it 
comes and enjoy every day as much as I can. 
That’s all I can do.” 

There are no doubts as to Button’s effectiveness. 
His Bahrain GP drive was classy and deserved 
better than for a clutch problem to rob him of a  
top-five finish. On his day he remains capable of 

performances of the highest quality. There will be 
poor weekends, there always have been for Button, 
but when he is at one with the car he is capable of 
being as good as anyone else out there. If and when 
McLaren produces another winning car, Button  
will certainly still be able to win in it. 

With big changes at McLaren in recent months, 
notably the return of Ron Dennis as Group CEO, 
Button can see the future is bright. This is another 
factor that could persuade him to stay on, if the 
team still wants him.

“Having Ron back in charge is very important,” 
says Button. “This year, we have a great engine 
partner in Mercedes-Benz, we have the best power 
unit out there, but next year again things change 
with a lot of backing and support and the 
partnership with another engine manufacturer 
which is very big for any team. Yeah, this team is 
definitely heading in the right direction.”

With the future of the sport a hot topic right 
now, there’s also the question of whether Button 
still enjoys the challenge as much as he did. Among 
all the drivers, he is one of the more rational and 
eloquent on the topic of the new regulations. As his 
reaction to Sebastian Vettel’s complaints about 
engine noise during the Malaysian GP weekend, 
when he suggested that if drivers don’t enjoy 
modern F1 they should go and do something else, 

“When you win a grand prix it still means as 
much to you as 10 years ago, so that’s still there”
that I am doing and the sport I am in because it 

is a hobby. If you get that bored of it, sometimes 
it’s very difficult to get out, but in the sport now 
I’m in a position where I need to enjoy it. I do  
enjoy what I am doing, the team is doing a great  
job and I’m loving working with them. We’ve  
had a great few years together and I don’t see  
it ending any time soon.”

The question of Button’s future is not a 
straightforward one. Firstly, there is the question of 
McLaren’s and Honda’s plans. Last year, McLaren 
chief operating officer Jonathan Neale suggested 
Button could stay at the team for as long as he 
wants. But it would be naive to assume that a new 

Most recent win,
his 15th, came
in Brazil in 2012
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Magnussen is learning
on the job from Button
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YKevin Magnussen is 247 grands prix behind 

McLaren team-mate Jenson Button in terms of 
grand prix experience. But in his rookie season,  
he knows how fortunate he is to be alongside the 
2009 world champion. The dynamic between a 
young hot-shoe and an experienced hand can be 
frosty, but the Dane has found Button to be an 
open and welcoming team-mate.

“I’m learning all the time and having someone 
who has done 250 grands prix is a big help,” says 
Magnussen. “He has been very open with me and 
very nice to me, he has not been at all arrogant or 
selfish and has been very easy to approach.

“As a rookie, there are things you want to ask 
your team-mate. You are careful not to ask to 
much because you are fighting against each  
other, but he’s been really good. Having someone 
with so much experience helps.”

Button is not a teacher, but to an open-minded 
and intelligent character like Magnussen, there  
is much to be learned simply from watching. 
Magnussen recognises in Button a driver 
well-suited to the approach needed in race 
situations in 2014 and has taken advantage of 
being able to absorb some of what the 34-year-old 
has learned over a decade-and-a-half in F1.

“Just how he drives,” says Magnussen when 
asked what he has learned from Button. “He’s a 
very, very good racing driver. In his data there is so 
much to learn from. In the races, how he manages 
his race in terms of tyres, in terms of traffic, in 
terms of the fuel, everything. He is so good and so 
experienced at that so there’s so much to learn.”

KEVIN MAGNUSSEN: THE APPRENTICE

Button is enjoying working alongside 
Magnussen. Several times he’s highlighted the 
quality of his feedback and while he refuses to 
compare him in favourable terms with 2013 
team-mate Sergio Perez, the implication is very 
clear. In terms of feedback and understanding, 
Magnussen is on the same wavelength.

“He’s very well prepared and spending a lot of 
time at McLaren,” says Button. “He’s realised what 
he has to do to be quick. It’s not just about outright 
speed. He’s a good team-mate and he’s got a good 
understanding of the car. He will make mistakes 
as we all do – I’m still making mistakes and I’m 34. 
The important thing is for me is his feedback and 
that he understands the car.”

demonstrated. While driving is not as fun as it was 
10 years ago, the experience of fighting for victory 
in a grand prix, something he hasn’t had the chance 
to do since winning the 2012 season finale at 
Interlagos, remains as special as it ever was.

“The 2004 season was probably the most fun,” 
he says of the most satisfying time for a driver. 
“There was a tyre war [between Michelin and 
Bridgestone], which always pushes the tyres a lot 
further and we had a lot more mechanical grip. We 
had a lot of downforce and we had 900bhp revving 
to 20,000rpm with the V10. It was a great time for 
the sport, and a lot of the lap records still stand.  

You could say that there probably wasn’t as much 
overtaking then as the past few years, but I’m very 
happy that I raced in those times. 

“It’s different now. The cars are moving around  
a lot more, they’re wallowy. It’s not like the 1970s 
when you would hang the rear out all the way 
through a corner. They are still snappy, like they 
were 10 years ago, but you just don’t have that 
initial grip with the tyre. It sort of rolls over and 
obviously we don’t have a lot of downforce and 
we’ve got a lot of torque. 

“It was more fun then but it’s still fun now and 
when you win a grand prix it still means as much to 
you as it did 10 years ago so that is still there, that 
excitement. When you are winning grands prix, 
when you are out in the lead, you still have a big 
smile on your face, nothing’s changed. It’s just that 
when you drive one lap, it’s maybe not as exciting. 
Well, it’s not as exciting to drive.

“It was more straightforward racing then. Now, 
yes, it’s very different but it’s the way that the 
technology is going to take the sport. We are the 
most technically advanced sport in the world.”

But enjoyment isn’t only about what happens  
on the track, but off it too. Recently engaged to 
longtime girfriend Jessica Michibata, Button is 
happy at McLaren – although the impact of losing 
father John in January cannot be over-stated. 
Jenson is clearly not comfortable talking about it, 
and you can’t blame him for that. It would be 
dangerous to draw any conclusions about how his 
loss might affect his attitude to racing, but it’s safe 
to assume that it has changed things. Racing was 
always a father-and-son activity for him, and when 
asked about the key influences in his career Button 
unhesitatingly points to his father first before 
moving on to other names. 

“One of them is not here, and I’ve known him 

my whole life,” he says. “He was the most 
outstanding in the paddock.

“Bernie is a great character, the sport wouldn’t 
be what it is and the teams wouldn’t be what they 
are if Bernie wasn’t around, so yeah a lot of respect 
for him. Frank [Williams], who gave me my first 
opportunity to race in F1, and Patrick Head. I saw 
Frank a couple of months ago after the Jerez test 
and I’m really happy for him that their car is  
good this year. 

“The first time I arrived in this team was very 
special because I didn’t know what to expect. But 
they really did welcome me in. I thought, ‘this is 
Lewis’s [Hamilton] team’, but they welcomed me 
and I feel very at home here. I was amazed at the 
atmosphere and how a team can seem so grey on 
the outside but be so passionate inside. That was 
one of the biggest shocks in my F1 career.”

Like a fine wine, Button has matured with age. 
After those early, difficult years when his story 
threatened to become one of unfulfilled potential, 
he has lived up to expectations as a world 
champion and the respected elder statesman of  
the F1 paddock. And he can keep doing that, if he 
wants to and as long as he’s in demand among a 
frontrunning team, for there is no doubt that if 
opportunities at the sharp end dry up he won’t 
drop down the grid just to make up the numbers.

As one of only five members of F1’s 250 club 
(with Rubens Barrichello, Michael Schumacher, 
Riccardo Patrese and Jarno Trulli), Button has 
joined an elite group. If he wants to, he could  
chase down Barrichello’s record of 322 starts.  
But if he doesn’t want to, there’s no compulsion. 
Most sporting careers end in failure of some kind, 
but unlike the majority, Button can go out on a  
high if he’s ready to do so. That’s a rare position  
to be in. And he’s earned it. 

Chatting with
returning McLaren

boss Ron Dennis 
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Sliding to Q3 place
during qualifying for
recent Malaysian GP
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FIRST WIN
Hungarian GP, August 6, 2006
“My first win in 2006,” says Button emphatically. It’s 
stating the obvious, but given that it followed 112 starts 
without a victory, leading many to write him off, the 
significance of that moment can’t be overlooked. An 
engine change meant he started only 14th, but a great 
drive in a rain-affected race, aided by Fernando Alonso’s 
retirement, meant he was at last a winner.

“It was very funny because the CEO of Honda at that 
time, [Takeo] Fukui-san, didn’t come to many grands prix, 
probably two a year,” says Button. “But he was at that 
race and was able to come up on the podium with me. 
So it was very special. And my fiancee [Jessica Michibata] 
is from a place called Fukui, so it all ties in nicely!”

FIRST PODIUM
Malaysian GP, March 21, 2004
Two years after being robbed of his first top-three finish 
by a late-race suspension problem with his Renault, 
which meant he dropped to fourth, Button, now at 
BAR-Honda, finished third and climbed onto a rostrum 
for the first of 50 times thus far in his F1 career.

says Button. “I remember driving through Turns 2 and 
Turn 3, at that time of year there are lots of leaves on  
the circuit, and I just remember the vortices from the  
car flicking all the leaves up. That was a very special 
moment, especially driving behind Michael, already a 
double world champion.”

After just two years in car racing, in which he won the 
1998 British Formula Ford title and then finished third  
in British F3, Button was a surprise choice for a Williams-
BMW seat alongside Ralf Schumacher.

“Driving up the pitlane behind Michael Schumacher  
for the installation lap [in free practice] was a highlight,” 

GRAND PRIX DEBUT
Australian GP, March 10-12, 2000

FIRST FORMULA 1 TEST
Silverstone, November 12, 1999
“Obviously, the first time I drove an F1 car in the McLaren 
at Silverstone,” recalls Button of one of his cherished 
memories. It’s a moment that AUTOSPORT can take 
pride in having played its part in. In 1998, Button won  
the McLaren AUTOSPORT BRDC Award, and he 
earned the test as part of his prize. A Ligier test followed, 
he caught the eye of Williams and the rest is history.

  Now in his 15th season of F1, Jenson Button picks the standout memories from his illustrious  
  career. As the man himself admits “there are quite a few to choose from”. By EDD STRAW  

BUTTON’S
GREATEST HITS

Button, second from 
right, won his first F1

test with McLaren Sepang, 2004: scene
of first of 50 podium

finishes in F1
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Debut F1 race came for
Williams in Melbourne
on March 12, 2000
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first win with Honda
boss Takeo Fukui
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WORLD CHAMPION
Brazil, October 18, 2009
Button has to be prompted to cite this one. For while  
this was the moment he sealed his first world title, it’s  
not a race that looms large in his memory. After starting 
14th, Button climbed to fifth at the finish, doing enough  
to seal the crown and triggering his infamous rendition  
of We Are The Champions over the radio.

“Yeah, that was one as well,” he says when asked  
about it. “But as a weekend it wasn’t great, even though  
in the end it was obviously good!”

LAST TO 
FIRST
Canada 2011
The Canadian GP, when Button dropped to last place 
after an eventful early part of the race that included a clash 
with McLaren team-mate Lewis Hamilton and contact with 
Fernando Alonso’s Ferrari, then won after a last-lap pass 
on Sebastian Vettel is another moment Button describes 
as “very special” but he adds the caveat that there are 
“two wins that stand out more for me…”

HIS GREATEST WINS
Japan 2011 and Belgium 2012
Of all Button’s victories, he unhesitatingly highlights two  
as his best: beating Sebastian Vettel in a tight battle at 
Suzuka in 2011 and the dominant triumph at Spa the 
following season.

“The two that stand out are Spa and Suzuka, because 
they are tracks I love, fast and flowing,” says Button. “All 
weekend we were strong – every session we were fastest 
or second fastest, so they were very special for me, 
especially Japan. When I won, it was a very difficult time 
for the country, so that was probably the most special.” 

“Monaco victory and pole lap in 2009,” says Button. He 
doesn’t need to add anything else. The Monaco GP is a 
race every driver wants to win and, as the great Jim Clark 
found out, some don’t.

The pole lap was superb. As team-mate Rubens 
Barrichello, who had been at the top of the times before 

Button’s late effort, admitted, he didn’t think there was  
any way to lap faster. From there, the victory was 
straightforward, although Button had to run from parc 
ferme to the podium having forgotten the unusual parking 
procedure for the top three, creating one of the iconic 
images of his career.

MOST MEMORABLE POLE LAP AND VICTORY
Monaco GP, May 23-24, 2009

MAIDEN BRAWN TEST
Silverstone, March 6, 2009
Having spent much of the winter fearing the worst after 
Honda’s withdrawal from F1, the team re-emerged as 
Brawn, with the new Mercedes-powered car running  
for the first time in a behind-closed-doors test at 
Silverstone. That was when Button got the first inkling  
that he at last had a car that might allow him to challenge 
for the championship.

“Driving the Brawn for the first time at Silverstone, 
feeling the car was a highlight,” he says. “We didn’t have a 
pot to piss in, in terms of money to go racing, but we had a 
good car. It was a hybrid, the engine was the wrong level, 
didn’t really fit into the chassis but when you got out onto 
the circuit, it worked. It was a very special time.”

2006 Hungarian GP
2009 Australian GP
2009 Malaysian GP
2009 Bahrain GP
2009 Spanish GP
2009 Monaco GP
2009 Turkish GP
2010 Australian GP
2010 Chinese GP
2011 Canadian GP
2011 Hungarian GP
2011 Japanese GP
2012 Australian GP
2012 Belgian GP
2012 Brazilian GP

*Button did not start the 
2003 Monaco and 2005 
United States GPs, meaning 
he has participated in 252 
F1 weekends

JENSON’S F1 CAREER IN NUMBERS
STARTS

WINS 

PODIUMS TEAMS FASTEST
LAPS 

LAPS LED FRONT-ROW 
STARTS

POINTS

POLE
POSITIONS

WORLD 
CHAMPIONSHIP

LAPS 
RACED

250*

15

50 5 8

761 24 1095

8 113,302

S P1

P1
P2

Williams
Benetton/Renault

BAR/Honda
Brawn

McLaren

PTS
WINS 

Wet-weather charge
came in Canada, 2011

SUZUKA 2011 SPA 2012

Leading up the hill 
on the way to victory

in the Monaco GP
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Button knew the
Brawn was a good
car at the first test
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Jenson Button: F1
world champion, in

Brazil in October ’09
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CHINESE GP PREVIEW

F ormula 1 first used hybrid 
systems in 2009, when 
Kinetic Energy Recovery 
Systems were introduced.  

They went unused in 2010, 
following agreement by the teams, 
 but have been a permanent fixture 
since ’11. For ’14, the Energy Recovery 
Systems have become more powerful. 
KERS has become ERS-K.  

Both systems harvest energy under 
braking. This energy is then stored 
and reused to power the car under 
acceleration. During its first iteration, 
KERS was allowed a 60kW output.  
For 2014 that has doubled to 120kW, 
which equates to roughly 160bhp.

Kinetic Energy Recovery Systems 
use an electrical device known as a 
Motor Generator Unit (MGU).  As 
there are now two types of Energy 
Recovery Systems on a 2014 F1 car 
(one for kinetic energy and one for 
heat energy), the motor generator  
for ERS-K is called the MGU-K.  

The MGU-K, accompanied by a 
Power Control Unit, switches between 
‘motor’ and ‘generator’ functions. The 
PCU electronics also switch the AC 
current created from its generator 
function to a DC current, to be stored 
in the battery, and back again. 

Running at around 500 volts, 
internally the unit is relatively simple.  
It uses permanent magnets to form 
the rotor, which spins inside a three-
element stator. This set-up creates 
both the three-phase electrical output 
and a uniform torque output. Also 
aiding the power and efficiency of  
the MGU is its brushless design, 
reducing friction within the unit.  

But the MGU still runs very hot  
due to the large electrical loadings,  
so it requires liquid cooling to prevent 
overheating. A water/glycol mix  
is passed around the unit by a 
dedicated pump and is cooled  

When KERS  
becomes ERS-K

  We know that hybrids are twice as important in F1 this year as they were before – after all, their  
  output has been doubled. But how? CRAIG SCARBOROUGH makes sense of ERS, MGU and PCU…  
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 KINETIC ENERGY 
RECOVERY SYSTEM Energy store 

by a separate radiator.
To fulfil its dual function, the 

MGU-K is mounted to the petrol 
engine and its shaft is geared to the 
front of the engine’s crankshaft.  The 
MGU-K spins at engine speed, but 
can use a clutch to disengage from  
the rest of the powertrain. 

Last year teams mounted KERS in 
front of the engine. The 2014 rules 
forbid this, so it now sits alongside  
the engine under the exhausts.

The power is transferred from the 
MGU to the power electronics and 
subsequently to the energy store  
via thick gauge cables, typically  
with distinctive  
orange sleeving.

Under braking, the 
MGU-K is set up for 
generating power by the 
power electronics. This 
creates drag inside the unit as it 
charges the energy store, which in 
turn adds drag through the front of the 
crankshaft, through the gearbox and 
out to the rear wheels, in the process 
creating an ‘engine’-braking effect.  

This braking effect will be 
configured to maximise charging 
of the energy store and balance 
the car’s braking around  
the whole lap.

On corner exit 
the reverse is 
true, with 

power converted from the Energy 
store to drive the MGU. The motor 
produces maximum torque from low 
revs and its power tails off at higher 
revs, so the ERS-K is deployed quite 
early out of turns – once the car  
is no longer traction limited. 
To use the boost at 
higher speeds  
is far less 
effective.

 Control unit 

 AC cables  MGU-K 
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Can Williams deliver?
Problems at Williams mean  
that the team is yet to have a 
perfect race. In Bahrain the 
issue was rear-tyre degradation, 
in Malaysia it was team orders 
and in Australia Valtteri Bottas 
brushed a wall and Felipe  
Massa was rear-ended by 
Kamui Kobayashi. Can the 
promising FW36 finally  
deliver a podium in China?

Will Ferrari get its  
act together?
It’s very rare to see Fernando 
Alonso celebrating a ninth-place 
finish, but he did so (ironically, 
surely) vigorously in Bahrain. The 
Sakhir circuit brutally exposed the 
F14 T’s weaknesses and it’s nearly 
a year since the Scuderia’s last  
F1 victory. It needs to get its act 
together soon if it is to transform  
a poor start into a title tilt.

Can Force India stay  
at the front?
Force India was the 
second-best squad on 
raceday in Bahrain and 
scored its first podium since 
Spa 2009. The team clearly 
has a good car, but China  
will reveal if it’s a one-track 
wonder or potentially one  
of the best fundamental 
designs of 2014. 

WHAT TO WATCH OUT FOR

CHINA

Shanghai

CLASSIC RACE
Lewis Hamilton was able to put  
an end to a string of wins from 
Sebastian Vettel at the 2011 Chinese 
Grand Prix. Both McLarens got past 
polesitter Vettel before the first 
corner. Their three-stop strategy 
proved to be the best option towards 
the end of the race when the 
McLarens surged past two-stopping 
cars on older tyres. Hamilton made  
a vital pass on team-mate Jenson 
Button, overtook Felipe Massa’s 

Ferrari and Nico Rosberg’s Mercedes 
with ease, then hunted down Vettel. 
The Red Bull put up a good fight but 
didn’t have enough grip to defend for 
long. Hamilton swept up the inside at 
Turn 7 to take the win. Mark Webber 
put on a great show and grabbed the 
last podium spot, after starting 18th. 
Hamilton was glad to see Vettel’s run 
of wins at an end, but it ultimately 
wouldn’t be enough to deny the 
German a second world title.
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2013 winner
Fernando Alonso 
(Ferrari)

2013 pole
Lewis Hamilton 
(Mercedes) 1m34.484s

UK Start times
FP1: 0300
FP2: 0700
FP3: 0400
Qualifying: 0700
Race: 0800

Live TV
Sky Sports F1

Tyre allocation

KEY INFO
 1   124mph 

 2   59mph 

 3   52mph 

 4   111mph 

 5   161mph 

 6   47mph 

 7   161mph 

 8   103mph 

 9   67mph 

 10   111mph 

 11   57mph 

 12   67mph 

 13   124mph 
 14   39mph 

 15   101mph 

 16   95mph 

Soft Medium



W H Y  R E D  B U L L  L O S T  C A S E

24  AUTOSPORT.COM  APRIL 17 2014

24

  The FIA Court of Appeal’s decision not to overturn Daniel Ricciardo’s disqualification from the  
  Australian Grand Prix ensures new efficiency-driven rules can be enforced. By EDD STRAW  

Ricciardo will not 
regain Australian GP 
second place after all

The FIA Court of Appeal 
hearing this week into the 
disqualification of Daniel 
Ricciardo’s Red Bull from 

second place in the Australian  
Grand Prix was widely regarded as  
a crucial test case in the viability  
of Formula 1’s new regulations. 

The decision, revealed on Tuesday 
morning after a six-hour court 
session at the FIA’s Place de la 
Concorde headquarters in Paris a  
day earlier, effectively ensures that 
both the maximum fuel-flow rate of 
100kg/h, which Ricciardo’s car was 
found to have exceeded “consistently” 
in Melbourne, and the 100kg/race 
fuel limit can be policed.

The full verdict had not been 
released as AUTOSPORT closed for 
press, so the full ramifications of this 
decision are not yet clear. 

Red Bull’s case was built on three 
key claims: that the 100kg fuel-flow 
limit was not exceeded, as proved by 
data from its own fuel rail; that the 
FIA-homologated Gill Sensors-
produced fuel-flow meter in 
Ricciardo’s car was demonstrably 

unreliable and producing inconsistent 
figures; and that technical directives 
do not have any regulatory value. 

The technical directive in question 
was TD/016-14, issued on March 1, 
which stated that the FIA fuel-flow 
sensor will be the “primary 
measurement of the fuel flow and  
will be used to check compliance” 
with the regulations. Included in  

this technical directive was a back-up 
provision to be used in the event of 
the sensor either failing outright  
or becoming inconsistent, allowing 
teams to use their own fuel-flow 
model, along with an FIA-issued 
offset. Crucially, this can only be  
done with the permission of the  
FIA, which Red Bull did not have.

Red Bull argued that because the 

technical directive referred to 
conditions when the sensor was 
“unreliable”, it was allowed to use its 
own data. The team stated that the 
sensor in Ricciardo’s car showed good 
correlation with its own fuel-rail data 
during the first three runs of free 
practice one in Australia, but for  
run four and thereafter it showed a 
positive offset, with the sensor 

Red Bull appeal failure 
safeguards F1 fuel rules
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reading 1.2-1.3 per cent high. 
This sensor was removed  

for Saturday’s running, but its 
replacement failed to deliver any 
readings, potentially as a consequence 
of a problem with the Total fuel used 
by Red Bull, Toro Rosso and Lotus 
causing an o-ring seal to corrode. 
There was, however, no suggestion 
that this phenomenon, which FIA 
head of powertrain Fabrice Lom now 
claims has been fixed, played a part in 
sensors giving inaccurate readings. 

Red Bull refitted the original sensor 
under instructions from the FIA, 
although chief track engineer Paul 
Monaghan admitted that the team 
had overlooked the fact that there 
was an additional sensor fitted to the 
spare chassis until it was too late.  
But the FIA was confident that the 
sensor delivered consistent readings, 
meaning that, with an appropriate 
offset, it was accurate.

But after being warned that it was 
exceeding the fuel-flow rate early in 
the race, Red Bull did back Ricciardo’s 
car off. Several different versions of 
which laps this was done on were 

mentioned, although what was 
consistent was that this cost the  
car around 0.4 seconds per lap. 

Chief technical officer Adrian 
Newey admitted the fuel-flow rate 
was turned up again as it was clear 
that Ricciardo would lose places. 

Red Bull claimed that there was a 
further step demonstrated by the 
fuel-flow meter at around lap 37 of 
the race. This meant it read high by  
a further 0.5 per cent, which bolstered 
its argument that the sensor was 
unreliable, although the FIA did  
not accept that this step existed.

Red Bull, therefore, contested the 
majority of the GP using its own 
fuel-flow model without the FIA’s 
permission. It also did not use the 
1.015 per cent correction factor the 
FIA would have imposed had it been 
allowed to use its own fuel-rail data. 

Red Bull argued that the correction 
factor was unnecessary because initial 
running with that sensor matched its 
fuel rail, but the FIA claimed Red Bull 
was over the fuel-flow limit anyway.

The rejection of the appeal 
confirms that the technical directive 

in question is binding. While all such 
directives are advisory, once they have 
been ruled upon in this way the 
precedent has been set. 

There are legitimate question 
marks over the accuracy and 
consistency of the fuel-flow meters, 
which the FIA has said are in a state 
of ongoing development, but this 
decision means they can continue to 
be used to enforce the regulations. 

It seems likely that Red Bull’s own 
fuel-rail data was more accurate and 
therefore it probably did not exceed 
the fuel-flow limit in reality. But as 
fuel-rail data is dependent upon an 
unverifiable software model, it was 
not possible for it to prove with 
certainty that this was the case. 

This means the fuel-flow sensor 
remains the primary measure. The 
court accepted the FIA’s argument 
that, while the rules do not 
emphatically state that the fuel-flow 
meter is the only measure for this, as 
they require competitors to prove 
compliance with the regulations, the 
only way to do so in this case is via 
the Gill Sensors product.

RED BULL STATEMENT

The decision not to issue any 
further sanction, despite Mercedes 
representative Paul Harris QC  
calling for some kind of suspended 
punishment, is a logical one. What 
Red Bull did was deemed illegal, but 
there was no attempt to hide it, so it 
seems that there is no need for any 
further incentive for the team not  
to repeat the offence.

Infiniti Red Bull Racing accepts the 
ruling of the International Court 
of Appeal today. We are of course 
disappointed by the outcome and 
would not have appealed if we didn’t 
think we had a very strong case. We 
always believed we adhered to the 
technical regulations throughout the 
2014 Australian Grand Prix. We are 
sorry for Daniel [Ricciardo] that he will 
not be awarded the 18 points from the 
event, which we think he deserved. 
We will continue to work very hard to 
amass as many points as possible for 
the team, Daniel and Sebastian [Vettel] 
throughout the season.

We will now move on from this  
and concentrate on this weekend’s 
Chinese Grand Prix.

FIA has avoided
potential F1
rules disaster

V
A

R
G

IO
L
U

/D
P

P
I

C
O

A
T

E
S

/L
A

T



F E R R A R I ’ S  N E W  B R O O M

26  AUTOSPORT.COM  APRIL 17 2014

26

  New man on the pitwall is a consummate  
  man-manager who will bring much-needed  
  focus to the team, says JONATHAN NOBLE  

Alonso is still fighting 
to overcome his car’s 

shortcomings this year

Di Montezemolo was not eager  
for such a knee-jerk reaction to a 
difficult first two races, though, and 
asked Domenicali to take more time 
to consider his position.

However, with the Bahrain GP 
highlighting the competitive 
difficulties that Ferrari has, 
Domenicali felt that it would not  
be correct for him to carry on. He  
felt responsible for the situation  
the team was in, and believed fresh 
impetus at the top was necessary if 

Ferrari was to regain the lost ground.
“This decision has been taken  

with the aim of doing something  
to shake things up for the good of 
this group,” he said.

WHAT HE LEAVES BEHIND
Domenicali leaves in place a structure 
that is beginning to reap the benefits 
of a great deal of work by him and his 
team over the past few years.

With F1 having moved towards 
computer simulation rather than 

Why Ferrari 
has put its 
faith in 
Mattiacci

WHO IS MARCO MATTIACCI?
Marco Mattiacci arrives at the Ferrari 
Formula 1 team having proven 
himself to be a high-flier in the 
company’s road-car division.

He originally worked for Jaguar  
in 1989, when Ford bought the 
company, and was then head-hunted 
a decade later by Ferrari, which had 

been impressed with his 
management style.

After a spell working on sales in  
the Middle East and heading the 
product launch for Maserati in the 
US, he worked his way up to become 
president and CEO of Ferrari’s Asia 
Pacific Region in June 2006.

Mattiacci’s success in that  
area led to his appointment as 
president and CEO of Ferrari  
North America in 2010. Under  
his tenure, sales have increased 
by 20 per cent – a feat that  
earned him the 2012 Automotive 
Executive of the Year Award.

Ferrari’s new team principal 
Marco Mattiacci might be a 
virtual unknown in Formula 1 
circles, but the company’s 

bosses are convinced that he has the 
necessary skills needed to turn its 
fortunes around.

Following Stefano Domenicali’s 
dramatic decision to resign after 
Ferrari’s disappointing start to the 
2014 campaign, president Luca di 
Montezemolo wasted little time in 
singling out his preferred replacement.

Rather than opting for a better 
known contender such as Ross 
Brawn, di Montezemolo felt that the 
qualities Mattiacci had put to good 
use in expanding Ferrari’s North 
American road car division (see 
below) are exactly what the team  
needs now to plot an F1 recovery.

DOMENICALI TAKES BLAME 
AUTOSPORT understands that 
Domenicali first put forward the  
idea of a senior management  
change to di Montezemolo before  
the Bahrain Grand Prix.

track testing, Ferrari found itself 
behind its main rivals in this key  
area, so it began a big push to  
expand its facilities.

It was also Domenicali’s decision  
to shut down Ferrari’s Maranello 
windtunnel last year for an upgrade, 
even though he knew there would  
be short-term pain in having to  
use an alternative facility.

That call appeared to have paid  
off for this season, with previous 
windtunnel correlation issues having 
been banished and the team’s car 
delivering all that was expected of it 
aerodynamically. But it was the lack 
of performance from the power unit 
– and especially the energy recovery 
aspects – that proved key to Ferrari’s 
early season struggles.

The 2014 turbo regulations were 
supposed to play perfectly to the 
works teams, because the benefits  
of creating a chassis and engine in 
unison should have manifested 
themselves in an enhanced 
performance. But while that was  
true of Mercedes, which has 
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Di Montezemolo has 
hired from within to 

boost Ferrari’s hopes

dominated the start of the campaign, 
it became clear early on that Ferrari’s 
power unit was not as strong. There 
have been suggestions that its 
performance is hindered by it being 
heavier and also less fuel-efficient 
than its opposition.

The problems in this area exposed 
another potential weakness, in that 
the various departments at Maranello 
may not operate in as unified a way  
as they do at other outfits.

It was something Domenicali 
alluded to at the start of the season 
when he called for the team to focus 
on where it could do better, rather 
than on who was to blame for the 
team’s woes.

“It is a matter of everyone doing 
their job and being focused on what 
they have to do at home, without 
trying to say that it is your fault or 
my fault,” he explained.

F1 EASIER THAN FERRARI
The decision to hire Mattiacci marks 
a deliberate step away from the desire 
for the team to be run by someone 

with vast F1 experience. Di 
Montezemolo believes the 
management skills Mattiacci showed 
in his road-car posts are just what  
the F1 team needs right now to get  
it working the way it needs to.

Mattiacci is highly trusted 
internally by senior management  
at Maranello, and Ferrari believes  
the vision and drive he showed in 
road-car sales can be put to good use 
in expanding the team’s commercial 
and structural firepower. 

Furthermore, having the faith of 
senior team management, rather  
than being viewed as an outsider 
coming in to wield an axe, will give 
him a stronger mandate to make 
necessary changes among the staff.

As one senior source said of 
Mattiacci’s lack of F1 experience:  
“It is easier to come in and 
understand F1, than it is to come  
in and understand Ferrari.”

Having the latter asset will be  
a big benefit as Mattiacci begins  
work on the pitwall at this weekend’s 
Chinese Grand Prix.

THE DOMENICALI YEARS

2014 After three races...

2013 

2012

2011

2010

2009

2008

STATS
Points 1800
Titles (2008 constructors’) 1
Wins 20
Poles 12

The early grands prix are marked by more 
struggles as Ferrari fails to make the most 
of the new regulations. It has scored no 
podium finishes in the first three races.

Ferrari can’t maintain its strong start  
to the campaign, and its pace slips  
away over the season, while Vettel  
and Red Bull dominate.

Alonso brilliantly overcomes car 
weakness early in the campaign to take 
title all the way to Brazil – but is again 
beaten in the final round by Vettel.

Ferrari never fully gets on top of blown 
diffuser technology, with Alonso’s only 
win of the season coming at Silverstone 
when the concept was briefly outlawed.

Fernando Alonso’s arrival heralds a full-on 
title assault, but a strategic error in the 
final race leaves the way open for Red 
Bull’s Sebastian Vettel to bag the crown.

Unable to counter double-diffuser Brawn 
at start of season, Ferrari’s season suffers 
a further setback when Massa is injured in 
Hungary. Raikkonen takes one win at Spa.

Domenicali’s first year in charge ends  
with Ferrari taking the constructors’ 
championship, but Felipe Massa is denied 
the drivers’ title on the final lap in Brazil.

Constructors’ 
championshipWins

Drivers’ 
championshipKEY
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  The man who paired Ayrton Senna with Alain Prost to   
  create one of the sport’s greatest-ever rivalries speaks  
  frankly about his relationship with the Brazilian maestro.   
  By JONATHAN NOBLE  

T
here are few people, if any 
at all, better qualified to talk 
about Ayrton Senna the  
racing driver than Ron  
Dennis, his boss at McLaren.  
As the 20th anniversary  
of the three-time world 
champion’s death looms large, 
the Formula 1 world will divert 
its gaze briefly from its current 
battles to ponder on the life, 
impact and legacy of the man 

who many consider to have been the greatest 
grand prix driver of them all.

It’s Dennis’ voice, however, that perhaps 
carries the greatest resonance at moments like 
this. For his and the Brazilian’s relationship 
was not just one that manifested itself in a 
successful sporting partnership – it went 
much deeper than that.

This was about a life journey. Under Dennis, 
Senna grew from F1 adolescent to GP superstar. 
Working with his driver, Dennis learned much 
about the passion, sacrifice and commitment 
that was required to succeed.

But even now, after all these years since that 
fateful Imola weekend, Dennis still finds it hard 
to open up on the emotions that tore through 
him that day when Senna’s life came to an end. 
And there is a certain frustration that others 
have been more willing to offer up their views.

“There is nothing more certain than that 
things happen that change your life,” he 
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Team boss, mentor, friend, 
Dennis has a unique insight 
into what made Senna tick
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says, reflecting on Imola 20 years ago. “At that 
moment, I just took a decision on the pitwall  
that I’m going to close down. There is no way  
you can share those things. 

“You can go colourful, wave your arms around 
and claim to have known him better than anyone 
else. And some of the things in the Senna film, 
some of the people who talked, I’d say those  
guys were nothing. They had no relevance to 
Ayrton’s life. 

“They had no knowledge of Ayrton. And they 
sit there, talking in the movie, as if they were 
long-lost friends. It was not the way it was.”

AN EMOTIONAL RELATIONSHIP
Time has healed a little of Dennis’ pain. Indeed 
some of his famous stories with Senna – like  
that coin toss to settle his wages when he joined 
McLaren, and the $10,000 chilli-eating bet in 
Mexico one year – have entered folklore and  
been repeated countless times.

But what Dennis has not talked so openly 
about before was how he viewed the emotional 
aspects of his relationship with Senna – how 
their paths crossed, then parted, crossed again 
and then parted forever. Dennis is a firm believer 
in the human process of ‘retrospective script 
writing’ – where we fit events to a story to make 
it look like fate had determined a certain course 
of events. Fiction sometimes blurs reality.

“You make the script fit the story afterwards,” 
he says. “No one can dispute that that was the 
script, because reality proved it to be the case.” 

Dennis suggests that is exactly what happened 
to Senna at Monaco 1988 after perhaps his  
most famous of qualifying laps. His view is  
that the driver’s talk later of operating in the 
subconscious, of having a religious experience, 
was part of a revisionist viewpoint.

“In reality, he was just a phenomenal racing 
driver,” he says by way of a simpler explanation.

Yet what’s more interesting is that Dennis 
doesn’t opt for such a rewrite of history when it 
comes to recalling his own initial encounters with 
Senna. For it would be all too easy – knowing 
how their careers would intertwine – to suggest 
destiny was always going to bring them together. 

In fact, Dennis’ recollections of their first 
encounters are actually of being unimpressed  
by Senna’s attitude – even though there was  
no doubt about just how special a talent he was. 
Following the young Brazilian’s title successes  
in British and European Formula Ford in 1982, 
Dennis reached out to him. In return for a future 
contract option, he was ready to bankroll the 
driver’s graduation to British F3 for 1983.

“I can’t remember what he was asking for, 
whether he was asking for an option, or an F1  
test drive, but I did say to him if you give me  
an option, I’ll pay for your F3 season,” explains 
Dennis. “But he made it very apparent, although 
not rudely, that he was not interested. He had  
the ability and he wanted to be independent.  
I didn’t exactly like it, but I did respect that.”

The memories of that snub came rushing back 
to Dennis when Senna had a test for McLaren in 
the winter of 1983.

“When he drove then, I thought to myself,  
I might just give you a bit of comeuppance – so  
I will not be too impressed with what you do in 
the car,” says Dennis. “Even if I think it, I will not 
tell you it! When he tested, he came across as 
very arrogant because he was very keen to get  
an advantage. He was making quite sure the car 
wasn’t damaged by the other youngsters, and 
asking if he was going to have fresh tyres, etc. 

“You could see in him the ‘I am always right’ 
type. He was a very principled individual. So he 

When most of us think of 
Ayrton Senna and McLaren, 
we remember that yellow 
helmet in a red and white car 
blasting around race tracks to 
yet another victory. 

For Ron Dennis, though,  
it’s not the success they 
shared together at McLaren 
that stands out as the thing 
he misses the most about  
the Brazilian.

“It’s the fun,” he explains. 
“Most people think you 
remember the winning. But 
no. That was just doing our 
job. It wasn’t the thing it  
was all about.”

This change in Senna’s 
approach manifested itself 
when Gerhard Berger arrived 
at the McLaren team in 1990 

– and embarked on some 
serious japes.

“Gerhard had no limits – 
and I mean no limits. He 
would go to a point that’s 
positively dangerous. 

“There was one moment  
up in Hamilton Island 
[Australia] when we were 
diving at quite a good depth 
when he turned my air off. He 
thought that was hilarious! 

“It was my birthday, too, and 
he and Senna decided to give 
me a birthday cake. But they 
threw me in the water and 
then started chumming to see 
if they could attract sharks! It 
was quite fun – although it 
didn’t feel like it at the time.”

Dennis also recalls 
returning to his hotel room  

at the luxury Villa d’Este  
hotel in Italy one Italian  
Grand Prix weekend to find 
that his walls had been 
redecorated with pages  
from adult magazines.

“You can imagine that 
finding a solution to that 
wasn’t easy, because of 
course it wasn’t done  
without damaging the  
fabric of the room, which 
didn’t go down too well. 

“That evening there was  
a dinner and, afterwards, 
when one of our group got 
back to his room, there was 
nothing in it. No furniture.  
No clothes. Nothing.

“These are the things  
I remember the most –  
the laughter and fun.”

“IT’S THE FUN I MISS THE MOST”

He might have been slow
to raise a smile, but Senna
wasn’t without humour
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“I’m no pussycat, as you know. I reduced them 
both to tears trying to force them together”

didn’t appeal very much – he was quick but  
I wasn’t that interested. He was too young to 
drive in our team, so it didn’t really matter. We 
let him go to cut his teeth somewhere else.”

Fate would, of course, bring them together later. 
Dennis recalls he first noticed Senna again at the 
1984 Monaco Grand Prix – when the Brazilian 
was hunting down race leader Alain Prost in the 
pouring rain before the race was halted early.

Four years later, Senna – by then a race  
winner for Lotus – was McLaren’s golden boy  
as he embarked on an unforgettable era for the 
Woking-based team, which began with his 
maiden world title in 1988.

From being turned off by a few of Senna’s 
personality traits, Dennis would grow to not  
only appreciate them, but also take some on 
board as inspiration.

“I raised my game because I could see the 
commitment he brought to his driving,” he says. 
“Like in any situation, if someone demonstrates 
that you can try even harder, then you do.

“He showed what he was prepared to do to 
achieve his objectives. And he raised my game.  
I think that you try to be as good as the person 
you are with. I liked his principles.” 

Senna’s years at McLaren would deliver highs, 
and lows, as well as some difficult times. There 

would be moments, too, when Dennis had to do 
what was right for the greater good of the team, 
even if it meant sacrificing some personal interest.

He recalls after Senna and Prost’s falling out  
at Imola in 1989, he flew to a Pembrey test to 
confront them about what had happened, and 
more especially express his annoyance that their 
relationship’s collapse had blown into the media.

“I am not proud of this story at all,” says 
Dennis. “We had a Mercedes combi-bus with two 

bench seats facing each other that we sat on.  
And I was so angry because the drivers didn’t 
need to be handling the media.

“I went to Pembrey, and I’m no pussycat,  
as you know. I reduced both of them to tears  
– and the psychology was that if I can be the  
bad guy, and if I can make them hostile to me, 
then they would not be hostile to each other.  
The hope was that they would join up, saying 
‘isn’t Ron being tough?’ That was a good way  
to force them together – by making me the  
point of focus.”

The damage was already done, though, and 
attempts by Dennis to manage the relationship 
between Senna and Prost ultimately failed in 
trying to get the two to see eye to eye.

Their time as team-mates at McLaren was 
defined by animosity as competitors. However, 
there were signs of a clear thaw in those tensions 
during the final months of Senna’s life once they 
were no longer direct rivals.

For Dennis, too, the end of the partnership 
between Senna and McLaren at the end of 1993 
marked a sea change in his relationship with the 
Brazilian – and he concedes that perhaps they 
needed time apart.

“He was a loyal guy,” recalls Dennis. “But  
I think that by the time we arrived at our       

A public falling-out at 
Imola in 1989 brought 

down the wrath of Dennis

Team boss and driver 
would share the highs 
– as well as the lows
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last race together [Australia 1993], we both 
needed a breather from each other. The 
relationship was very intense.”

Yet with a Williams contract signed, Senna’s 
thoughts remained cloudy about jumping ship. 
Dennis was determined not to let him go without 
a fight – and admits if the timing of McLaren’s 
tie-up with Peugeot for 1994 had been slightly 
different, events might have gone another way.

“At the last GP, of course, we had a variety of 
people all over the place emotionally,” explains 
Dennis. “I won’t name names, but there were 
people who were just so far over their skis in 
emotion. I said, ‘For goodness’ sake, I’m trying  
to get him to stay here. I don’t need anyone  
being like this – be calm!’

“And he was hovering. He was really hovering. 
But he said, ‘I’ve signed a contract’. I told him the 
one thing about [breaking] a contract is to prove 
loss. And anyway I would underwrite anything  
if there was a problem. He said, ‘Well, I’ve 
committed. I’ve made a commitment’. But  
I had him on the hover on the night of the race.

“I could see Ayrton was wrestling with loyalty 
because he was leaving the team. And, as 
disastrous as our Peugeot experience was, the 
moment we said we had factory engines from 
Peugeot – which was after he left – he phoned 

up and said, ‘If you had done that two months 
earlier, I’d have stayed’ – because he just could 
not see a way to win without a factory engine.”

Senna’s time at Williams lasted just three races 
before he was taken from the world at Imola. The 
abrupt end to one of F1’s most successful careers 
robbed the sport of its biggest star, but also in  
a way helped make him a legend.

Dennis acknowledges that, like pop stars and 
Hollywood icons who are cut short in their prime, 

“He was so awesome in qualifying, it was hard 
to distinguish one bit of awesome from another”

one of the effects of dying early is a degree of 
immortality of reputation. When asked why  
so many people considered Senna the greatest, 
Dennis says: “I think because he was so good  
for all of the period he was on the planet. 

“I can see no positives in the fact that he had 
an accident and lost his life, but what you didn’t 
see is any decline. You remember he was just 
unbelievably competitive and then, boom, he’s 
not there. So what do you remember? 

“I have never thought, ‘I wonder what Ayrton 
would look like if he was here today’. But one 
thing he would do is look a hell of a lot older, and 
he would have had other things in his life that 
would have detracted from that reputation.”

Yet Dennis is eager to point out that it was not 
just because he died that Senna is still a defining 
figure for F1 right now.

“Above all, he was great. He had good human 
values. He was very principled. I remember, of 
course, the race in Suzuka [in 1990], where he and 
Prost collided at the first corner. I looked at all 
the traces, the brake and the throttle pedals, and 
you didn’t need to be Einstein to work out what 
had happened. He came back to the pits, and  
I said, ‘I’m disappointed in you’. 

“He got it. He didn’t have to say any more.  
It was one of his rare moments of weakness.” 

Dennis admits Senna’s 
passion drove both him and 
the team to greater efforts

The Brazilian’s move to 
Williams was made with
a degree of reluctance
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So was he the greatest in Dennis’ eyes?
“I think it’s accurate to say he was the best 

during his time, without doubt,” he says. “You 
could ask what would have happened if Sebastian 
Vettel was racing against Senna in the same car? 
But it’s all subjective. Sebastian to me has shown 
what discipline and sacrifice is all about. He is 
totally committed. Of course, you hear the stories 
of him having his girlfriend sit in the grandstands 
[rather than be a distraction in the pits]. 

“And what does that mean? It means to me 
sacrifice. It means I want to bring 100 per cent.”

There is an inevitability that the arrival of 
anniversaries such as that on May 1 prompts talk 
about the extremes – especially a focus on when 
were the best of times.

But there is a truth to the Dennis/Senna 
relationship that it went through so much, and 

delivered so many successes, happiness, tensions 
and emotions, that it becomes impossible to pick 
out a single defining moment.

Perhaps it’s true for Senna, too: so many of his 
victories were great; so many of his qualifying 
laps on another level that the benchmark for an 
outstanding moment was set too high.

“There are few things that burn into my mind,” 
concedes Dennis. “Mika [Hakkinen] passing 
Michael Schumacher going up the hill at Spa [in 
2000]. I held my breath for 30 seconds afterwards. 
It was a staggering overtaking manoeuvre.

“But Ayrton’s qualifying laps were always 
breathtaking. He was so awesome it was hard to 
distinguish one bit of awesome from another.  
He was just a great guy.”

And, above all else, a man still missed even 
after all these years. 

The team boss chooses to 
remember the good times

WHEN THE TENSIONS  
WITH PROST BEGAN
“The deal [to sign Ayrton Senna for 1988] was 
announced at Monza. It was the first time that  
I could see Alain tensing up, thinking is this going 
to work? He had achieved number-one status  
in the team, and suddenly he had this young  
guy alongside him. Alain was fine with the 
competition, but deeply suspicious of the traits 
that South American drivers have. He said, ‘Let’s 
just wait and see. It’s going to be difficult’.”

WHY SENNA CRASHED  
AT PORTIER IN 1988
“It was a lapse in concentration. We were trying  
to slow him down, and effectively when you back 
off in a racing car you lose focus. It was just a 
lapse, nothing else, and he was so angry that he 
did something really uncharacteristic. He didn’t 
come back to the pits, but went to his flat – he 
just walked through circuit and sat in his flat, 
didn’t appear until later that evening.”

MANAGING THE SITUATION 
AT IMOLA IN 1989
“It wasn’t managed. They broke each other’s 
confidence. They were both to blame. They both 
made commitments to each other several times. 
That was one that came into the public domain. 
There was tremendous tension and anger.”

THE SUZUKA 1989 APPEAL
“I was obviously emotional because it was such  
a stitch-up. We had footage of so many incidents 
where cars had left the circuit and rejoined it 
successfully. I remember Max [future FIA president 
Mosley] was there, and he was campaigning for 
election against Jean-Marie Balestre. He was 
stoking me up big time. He said, ‘I’ll do everything 
I can, vote for me, help me with my election!’ How 
naive was I? Careful what you wish for…”

ON JEAN-MARIE BALESTRE
“There is a sequence in the Senna film that every 
time I see it, I laugh. It’s when Balestre is talking 
about the chicane at Hockenheim, and of course 
the drivers are putting him under pressure. It’s a 
complete Monty Python sketch, and typified the 
way he was and how unknowledgeable he was 
about the sport.”

RON DENNIS ON...

ON SENNA NEARLY 
RETIRING IN 1990
“I told him to calm down. I kept saying, ‘if you stop, 
they have won. This is exactly what they want. You 
are not winning if you stop. You are losing’.”

ON SENNA’S  
RELIGIOUS BELIEFS
“I know it wasn’t as people perceived it to be. He 
was religious, but not deeply in my opinion. I think 
his sister steered him towards any element of the 
Bible that gave him an insight into why something 
happened. For Ayrton, there always had to be a 
reason for things, and if he couldn’t grasp that 
reason, he would ask someone for guidance.”

ON HIS FONDEST MEMORY
“Ayrton gave me an envelope once that had 
$10,000 in it for a bet that I couldn’t eat a 
container of chilli in Mexico. Before he could  
pull the bet back, I wolfed it down. And it was 
about the fourth time that he had lost a big bet.  
I still have that envelope, and I can remember  
him giving it to me. He said, ‘I’m never going to 
bet with you ever again. You have got me into 
betting, and it’s not a good thing to do!’ To get  
a smile on Ayrton’s face wasn’t easy, but to get 
him to part with money was even more difficult!  
It was a great moment – but I paid for it a couple 
of days afterwards!”

SENNA’S BELIEF THAT HE  
WAS COMPETING AGAINST  
AN ILLEGAL CAR IN 1994
“It had no relevance at all to the accident.  
No relevance to how he drove. His mindset  
was, is this all worth it? I am fighting against  
the unfair. So there was most definitely a 
conversation direct with Professor Watkins,  
and indirect one with me, about stopping.”

THE IMPACT OF  
SENNA’S DEATH ON F1
“There are lots of changes that happen and  
there are more changes and more emotion after 
accidents – especially when drivers lose their 
lives – and that will continue to happen in the 
future. But was it a singular moment that changed 
F1? I don’t think so. It reacted as it always does 
– to the world opinion of the media.” 

The Senna/Prost duel
boiled over with their

clash at Suzuka in 1989

With two such 
competitive spirits, 

Ron had his hands full
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ED CARPENTER NEVER PRETENDED THAT HIS  

decision to step back from racing full-time in 2014 
was an easy one. But he was certain that handing 
his car to Mike Conway for the road and street 
courses, then reclaiming the wheel for the ovals 
would ultimately benefit his eponymous team. 

To paraphrase a catchphrase from a TV show that 
made its debut in the same year Conway was born: 
you have to love it when a plan comes together.

Conway’s win on the streets of Long Beach last 
weekend was the bold exclamation mark at the end 
of a frankly crazy race. IndyCar’s facade of intense 
but friendly competition was shattered, and in its 
place came a swirl of accusations, recriminations, 
deleted tweets and occasional chastened reflection. 
When the media centre screens spontaneously 
switched to religious programming just as Conway 
was taking the flag, it seemed entirely in keeping 
with the weirdness of the rest of the afternoon.

The Brit only led for three laps, but they were 
the three that mattered. In the final stages of the 

I N D YC A R  L O N G  B E A C H

race, he’d been camped in second behind Scott 
Dixon, contemplating the tantalising prospect of 
the Kiwi being marginal on fuel. Dixon had been 
one of many heavyweights to have stumbled in 
qualifying, and his Ganassi team had opted for  
an aggressive strategy in the hopes of creating 
something from nothing.

A proliferation of late caution periods meant  
that Ganassi’s gambit nearly worked. Going into 
the final stint, it was estimated that Dixon was 
about nine laps short of what he needed on fuel, 
but after the long spell of yellows he’d saved 
enough that he maybe, just maybe, he could  
cross the line on fumes.

However, saving fuel is no easy matter when 
there’s a queue of cars camped on your rear  
wing, forcing you to push the pace. On the  
Ganassi pitwall, the team calculated that Dixon  
was going to be half a lap short, and rather than  
risk running dry in front of the pack and causing  
an accident, he conceded the lead and pitted with 
three laps remaining.

Power was close behind Conway, but had burned 
through his supply of push-to-pass, and had no 
answer for the ECR’s pace over the final laps. The 
victory was every bit as unexpected as the Brit’s 
maiden success on this same circuit three years 
ago, and the combination of Conway’s skill on 
these sorts of tracks, Carpenter’s proven ability  
on ovals, and the team’s calm execution of its race 
from the pitwall suggests that it could remain a 
force to be reckoned with over the months to come.

“I started back in 17th and had to fight for every 
position,” Conway said. “I knew Scott might not 
have enough fuel to go to the end, but at the same 
time I could see that he wasn’t saving much, so it 

  The ECR team’s strategy swept the Brit  
  to an unexpected victory at Long Beach.  
  By MARK GLENDENNING  

Conway works 
the streets to 
his advantage

Newgarden was one of 
many caught up in the 
Hunter-Reay mayhem

Dixon’s lead 
only lasted as 
long as his fuel
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INDYCAR
Long Beach (USA)
April 13

Round 2/15

FOR IN-DEPTH RESULTS
forix.autosport.com

RESULTS
80 LAPS, 157.44 MILES
1 MIKE CONWAY (GB) 1h54m41.6418s

Ed Carpenter Racing Dallara-Chevrolet; Grid: 17th-1m08.5702s
2 WILL POWER (AUS) +0.9005s

Team Penske Dallara-Chevrolet; Grid: 14th-1m08.1159s
3 CARLOS MUNOZ (CO) +1.5591s

Andretti – HVM Dallara-Honda; Grid: 11th-1m08.1506s
4 JUAN PABLO MONTOYA (CO) +2.0226s

Team Penske Dallara-Chevrolet; Grid: 16th-1m08.3649s
5 SIMON PAGENAUD (F) +2.8169s

Schmidt Peterson Hamilton Motorsports Dallara-Honda; Grid: 6th-1m08.0732s
6 MIKHAIL ALESHIN (RUS) +3.8574s

Schmidt Peterson Motorsports Dallara-Honda; Grid: 20th-1m08.4321s
7 ORIOL SERVIA (E) +4.9621s

Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing Dallara-Honda; Grid: 12th-1m08.3532s
8 MARCO ANDRETTI (USA) +8.1948s

Andretti Autosport Dallara-Honda; Grid: 8th-1m08.0179s
9 SEBASTIAN SAAVEDRA (CO) +8.9029s

KVAFS Racing Dallara-Chevrolet; Grid: 22nd-1m08.9619s
10 CARLOS HUERTAS (CO) +24.2295s

Dale Coyne Racing Dallara-Honda; Grid: 21st-1m08.7051s
11 HELIO CASTRONEVES (BR) +30.0552s

Team Penske Dallara-Chevrolet; Grid: 9th-1m08.1119s
12 SCOTT DIXON (NZ) +30.7310s

Chip Ganassi Racing Dallara-Chevrolet; Grid: 7th-1m07.9981s
13 GRAHAM RAHAL (USA) -1 lap

Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing Dallara-Honda; Grid: 23rd-1m09.0562s
14 SEBASTIEN BOURDAIS (F) -3 laps

KVSH Racing Dallara-Chevrolet; Grid: 3rd-1m07.9580s
15 JACK HAWKSWORTH (GB) -3 laps

Bryan Herta Autosport Dallara-Honda; Grid: 5th-1m08.0525s
16 JUSTIN WILSON (GB) 64 laps–accident

Dale Coyne Racing Dallara-Honda; Grid: 10th-1m08.1218s
17 RYAN BRISCOE (AUS) 60 laps–running

Chip Ganassi Racing Dallara-Chevrolet; Grid: 18th-1m08.3699s
18 TONY KANAAN (BR) 55 laps–accident

Chip Ganassi Racing Dallara-Chevrolet; Grid: 13th-1m08.4424s
19 JOSEF NEWGARDEN (USA) 55 laps–accident

Sarah Fisher Hartman Racing Dallara-Honda; Grid: 4th-1m08.0097s
20 RYAN HUNTER-REAY (USA) 55 laps–accident

Andretti Autosport Dallara-Honda; Grid: 1st-1m07.8219s
21 JAMES HINCHCLIFFE (CDN) 55 laps–accident

Andretti Autosport Dallara-Honda; Grid: 2nd-1m07.9403s
22 TAKUMA SATO (J) 55 laps–accident

AJ Foyt Racing Dallara-Honda; Grid: 15th-1m08.5660s
23 CHARLIE KIMBALL (USA) 41 laps–engine

Chip Ganassi Racing Dallara-Chevrolet; Grid: 19th-1m08.6507s
Winner’s average speed: 82.362mph. Fastest lap: Castroneves, 1m09.0691s, 102.575mph.
All drivers in Dallara DW12

POINTS SYSTEM EXPLAINED:
50-40-35-32-30-28-26-24-22-20-19-18-17-16-15-14-13-12-11-10-9-8-7-6 for the top 
24, with 5 for all other starters. 2 points for leading the most laps, 1 point for leading at 
least one lap, 1 point for pole position.

1 POWER 93
2 CONWAY  66
3 PAGENAUD 60
4 CASTRONEVES  55
5 HUNTER-REAY 54

CHAMPIONSHIP
6 DIXON 51
7 MUNOZ  48
8 MONTOYA 47
9 ALESHIN 46
10 SAAVEDRA 42
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was hard to know. But two times winning at Long 
Beach… I can’t believe it. It’s great to pay the team 
back so soon with a win.”

While first place was beyond Dixon’s reach in  
the closing laps, another driver could have been in 
contention were it not for the reigning champion’s 
intervention. Justin Wilson had been running 
behind Dixon in second spot through the final 
stint, which was a remarkable achievement 
considering that he’d been tipped into a spin  
by Graham Rahal earlier in the race. 

Wilson’s recovery had owed a fair bit to the 
classic combination of a very good driver exploiting 
what, on this occasion, was a very fast car: his pace 
on the black tyres was outstanding. The one thing 
he couldn’t compensate for was Dixon tapping him 
into the wall on a restart. The latter was remorseful 
afterwards, although his apology was swiftly and 
angrily rejected by Wilson. From the Brit’s 
perspective, it was bad enough that Dixon had 

ended his race, but the real sting came from the fact 
that his car, unlike the Ganassi one, was fuelled to 
the end of the race.

“We were good to go,” he said. “We were getting 
fantastic mileage under green and great mileage 
under yellow. We could have run flat-out from then 
on. [Dixon] couldn’t make it [to the end], and yet 
he’s defending and putting people in the wall like it 
was for the win on the last lap of the [Indy] 500.”

Variations of this sentiment were common in 
the immediate aftermath of the race, although they 
mostly sprang from a rather larger incident that had 
occurred earlier. Indeed, for the first 56 laps the 
race was developing in a completely different 
direction, and in some weird distortion of the 
chaos theory, all of the wild tangents that followed 
could be traced back to a single entity: Ryan 
Hunter-Reay’s impatience.

The 2012 series champion had been in control  
up to that point, maintaining a lead over a cluster 

of cars that included his team-mate James 
Hinchcliffe, Simon Pagenaud and Josef Newgarden 
(Sebastien Bourdais had also been a part of that 
group before his weekend was ruined by two trips 
into the barrier).

Through the middle phase of the race, though, 
drivers on alternate strategies were coming into 
play – Power in particular. The Penske driver had 
caught the lead group, and was one of only two 
guys in the field – Conway being the other – who 
had two new sets of the softer red tyres saved for 
his final two stints. Potentially, any ground he 
might have lost through pitting early on the black 
tyres could be regained if he found some clear air.

On that basis, Hunter-Reay was relieved to 
emerge from his second stop just ahead of the 
Australian. But relief turned to consternation 
almost immediately when Newgarden waited an 
additional lap to make his own stop, and then 
rejoined ahead of both of them in what would 
become the lead once everyone had pitted.

Keen to capitalise upon Newgarden still  
being on cold tyres, Hunter-Reay made his move 
immediately, with a lunge at Turn 4. Whether he 
was motivated by panic or poor judgement has 
little bearing on the fact that it was never going  
to work. The yellow Andretti car slid into 
Newgarden’s and smashed it against the wall. In  
the process, Hunter-Reay spun directly into the 
path of team-mate Hinchcliffe, who was helpless  
to avoid the collision that followed.

As more cars arrived on the scene, the situation 
descended into carnage. For every driver who 
managed to pick his way through the mess and gain 
a few positions – Power, Conway, Carlos Munoz, 
Juan Pablo Montoya – there was another who was 
less fortunate. Takuma Sato’s race ended this way, 
as did that of Tony Kanaan and Jack Hawksworth.

“You need to be a little more patient,” said a 
stunned Michael Andretti after seeing two of his 
cars eliminated in a crash started by his lead driver. 

The afternoon was peppered with smaller 
incidents, but one of the more significant involved 
Pagenaud and Power on the first restart. At that 
point, Pagenaud was second, with Power three 
places behind and keen to make up some ground. 
Spotting what he took to be a gap, he poked his 
nose to the inside of Pagenaud at Turn 6, but the 
Frenchman continued to turn in, and was spun. 

Power later claimed that he thought Pagenaud 
had been slowing, although this explanation  
was greeted with contempt from the normally 
even-keeled Frenchman. He managed to recover to 
fifth behind Juan Pablo Montoya, but was left ruing 
what might have been.

Montoya’s performance also warranted mention. 
While he was one of the beneficiaries of the 
Hunter-Reay accident, the single-seater returnee 
had been in the top 10 twice during practice and 
gained more positions during the opening stint 
than anyone else in the field. 

“That was an interesting race,” he said later.
No kidding.

R A C E  C E N T R E

Hunter-Reay’s lack of 
patience caused a big 

accident on lap 55

Conway started 17th, 
but fought his way to 
the front by the flag

The Brit celebrates 
his surprise win
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IN THE PADDOCK

outside when he pancaked the Brit against 
the wall after a restart.

So why did these drivers, all capable of 
going wheel to wheel at 225mph, suddenly 
start driving like celebrity race D-listers?

“Everyone’s so tense because there’s so 
little time difference between us, so 
everything is critical,” said one driver. “We all 
gets all amped up, and stupid s**t happens.”

He might have a point: twice during the 
weekend, 19 cars were covered by 1.0s in 
practice, while qualifying was so hard-fought 
that for the first time ever, Penske and 
Ganassi failed to get a car into the Fast Six.

Pressure can get to people. However,  
if it’s the cause of what we saw at Long 
Beach, it’s a surprise to see it having an 
effect just two races into the season.

TEMPERS RAN UNUSUALLY HOT IN 
the immediate aftermath of Long Beach, 
culminating in the usually unflappable 
James Hinchcliffe placing team-mate  
Ryan Hunter-Reay in his crosshairs.

In the midst of the pitstop sequence, 
Hinchcliffe was running in what was 
effectively third when he was caught  
up in the accident triggered ahead of  
him by Hunter-Reay.

“At the end of the day, patience is a virtue, 
and someone wasn’t very virtuous today,” 
said the Canadian. “It was a rookie move.”

Sarah Fisher, co-owner of the car driven 
by Josef Newgarden that was torpedoed by 

Hunter-Reay, was initially measured when 
interviewed about the accident, but her 
views firmed up later on Sunday evening.

“It was our race to win, and we got 
robbed by immaturity,” she said.

Initially, Hunter-Reay stopped well short 
of taking blame for the accident, arguing 
that when a driver sees a gap, he should go 
for it. However, after taking some time to 
calm down – and perhaps watch a replay – 
defensiveness gave way to remorse.

“Had an opportunity and I went for it with 
a win on the line,” he wrote on Twitter later. 
“Split-second decision that backfired. 
Hindsight is 20/20 and I take the blame.”

R A C E  C E N T R E

MUNOZ INHERITS THIRD
Carlos Munoz (above right) finished 
third at Long Beach, although he  
admitted that he benefited from the 
pile-up triggered by Ryan Hunter-Reay. 
“It’s not the way I’d like to earn my third 
place, but this is racing,” he said.

SERVIA MAKES RETURN
Oriol Servia made his first IndyCar 
appearance of the year at Long Beach  
in the second Rahal Letterman Lanigan 
car. The Spaniard showed good speed 
throughout the weekend, but his progress 
in the race was thwarted by a damaged 
front wing.

GANASSI ENGINE WOES
Ganassi’s Charlie Kimball and Ryan 
Briscoe both suffered engine problems 
during the Long Beach race, although 
while Kimball’s was terminal, Briscoe  
was able to rejoin and salvage some 
points for finishing 17th.

BOURDAIS SAYS SORRY
Sebastien Bourdais apologised to his 
KV Racing team after a promising day 
was squandered by two mistakes, both  
of which were amplified by penalties. 
“This one really hurts,” he admitted.  
“I want to thank the crew for sticking  
with it all day.”

ALESHIN ON THE PACE
Mikhael Aleshin delivered one of the 
surprises of the Long Beach weekend  
by finishing his second IndyCar race in 
sixth place. “It’s great to know that we  
had the pace to compete with everyone 
else today,” he said.

VISO HAS INDY HOPES
EJ Viso was at Long Beach to race a 
Stadium Super Truck, and said that he is 
hopeful of putting together a deal to 
return to IndyCar for the Indy 500. The 
Venezuelan has been sidelined since 
leaving Andretti at the end of last year.

BELL IN KV 500 LINE-UP
Townsend Bell has become the latest 
addition to the line-up for this year’s 
Indianapolis 500. The 38-year-old has 
been confirmed as the driver of a third  
KV Racing entry. It will be Bell’s eighth 
start at the Brickyard.

JUSTIN WILSON BELIEVES IT’S
unlikely that Long Beach will ever host a 
Formula 1 race again, despite efforts by a 
group led by Chris Pook to return the circuit 
to the world championship calendar.

“We love coming here because it’s  
Long Beach, it’s a lot of fun and it’s so raw,” 
said the former Minardi and Jaguar F1 
driver. “But a grand prix car just won’t go 
around here. They’d be complaining about 
the bumps. They’d have to resurface the 
entire place. There’s no way an F1 race 
could happen around here any more. 

“In the 1980s, you could do that, but now 
it doesn’t make any sense.”

INDYCAR ENJOYS A LONG-STANDING
reputation for close, fierce, but ultimately 
respectful competition. At Long Beach, 
however, that reputation took a back seat.

Ryan Hunter-Reay has no doubt endured 
a few sleepless nights since last Sunday, 
when he tried a move that wouldn’t even 
work on PlayStation and took out six drivers, 
including himself and his team-mate.

But his wasn’t an isolated incident,. 
Graham Rahal had three attempts at trying 
to run into the back of Justin Wilson under 
yellows before finally getting it right and 
turning the Brit around. Will Power’s move 
on Simon Pagenaud was, at best, low 
percentage. And later, Scott Dixon had to 
have expected that Wilson would be to his 

Hunter-Reay draws flak for ‘immature’ move

Wilson: no F1 
for Long Beach 

HELIO CASTRONEVES WAS  
forced to issue a clarification after the 
Long Beach race when his sister Kati 
inadvertently posted an inflammatory 
message on the Penske driver’s  
Twitter account.

The message came shortly after  
the race’s conclusion, and read:  
‘IndyCar officials continuing not  
punishing some drivers and giving  
green flag during accident.’ It was 
accompanied by an image of the  

IndyCar logo with a thumbs-down graphic 
superimposed over it.

Mindful of the penalties for bringing 
the sport into disrepute, Castroneves  
was quick to delete the tweet.

“I apologise for the earlier tweet 
degrading IndyCar which I did not write or 
agree with,” he wrote. “Unfortunately my 
sister used my Twitter account without my 
authorisation while expressing her own 
thoughts. Once again I apologise to the 
stewards, and the correct call was made.”

Castroneves in Twitter apology

Wilson got spun
by Rahal before
Dixon’s attack

Castroneves (3) 
blamed sister for 
online comments

F1 first ventured to 
Long Beach in 1976
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Team-mate Hinchcliffe 
was among critics 
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Merhi and Gasly
completed first-
race podium
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Sainz in a class of one
IT WAS AS IF KEVIN MAGNUSSEN NEVER LEFT. THE 

car the Dane took to a commanding 2013 Formula 
Renault 3.5 title was in a class of its own in the 
2014 opener, but with another son of a famous 
driver behind the wheel. 

Where Magnussen and the DAMS team left 
off, Carlos Sainz Jr picked up. Fastest in both free 
practice sessions, two pole positions, two fastest 
laps… but only one win. A wiring problem that 
manifested itself moments before the warm-up lap 
for race one left Sainz stranded on pole, forced to 
join the race three laps late from the pitlane once it 
had been fixed. Without that problem, he would 
have 50 points to his name after the opening round. 
Instead he ties for the championship lead with 25.

“We showed the others what we were capable 
of, and what we could have done yesterday,” the 
Red Bull junior said after winning race two by 
10 seconds. “It was a special way to finish the 
weekend. But it gives you the feeling that we could 
have left with 50 points, so to leave with 25 is 
tough. We threw some important points in 
the bin, but I feel calm because I know I 
couldn’t have done any better.”

Sainz’s race-one problem, coupled with Will 
Buller and Luca Ghiotto struggling to get off the 
line at the start, paved the way for fourth-placed 
qualifier Will Stevens to kick off the year with 
his maiden victory. Once he assumed the lead off 
the line, and broke free of the pack after an early 
safety car period, he never looked under threat 
from DTM refugee Roberto Merhi in second.

“That’s where I’m most comfortable: out front 
controlling the race and setting the pace I need to,” 
said the Caterham junior. “Obviously this has been 
a long time coming. If we can get in that position 
more often I’m sure we can get a few more wins.”

But there is clearly work to do for Stevens 
and his Strakka Racing team, as a weakness on 
single-lap pace was exposed on Sunday, leaving 
him fighting in the pack and eventually tangling 
with Buller at the first chicane. 

The fact that the two race winners only scored 
in one race apiece presented Formula Renault 
Eurocup champion Pierre Gasly with the 
opportunity to share the points lead after a solid, 
if unspectacular, opening weekend. Arden believes 
his qualifying pace needs some work, but in 

general the team is very excited about the latest 
prospect to join the Red Bull junior programme. 
“We are where we expected to be,” said the French 
teenager, who took a third and a fifth in the races. 
“The main thing this weekend was to finish the 
races and get as much mileage as possible. It was 
a great first weekend, and I will get stronger.”

Two cars that were rarely where they were 
expected to be were those of pre-season pacesetter 
Fortec Motorsports. Both Oliver Rowland and 
Sergey Sirotkin were left scratching their heads 
as the team was clearly off the pace on Saturday, 
but some overnight changes got them back in the 
ballpark. Sirotkin made the most of that to land a 
race-two podium, but traffic in qualifying and a stall 
on the warm-up lap left Rowland to fight his way 
from a pitlane start to a single point for 10th, having 
salvaged sixth place from a lowly start in race one.

“I’ll be glad to get away from here,” said the 
Briton, who also expressed his relief that Sainz 
hadn’t been able to chalk up a double. “If qualifying 
had gone better [for race two] I’d have been up 
there with Sergey – the changes we made 
worked even better than I was expecting.”

The only glimmer of hope for those fearing 
another DAMS driver walkover this season, 
besides the reliability issues for Sainz, came 
from the man himself. 

“Weekends like this do not come around too 
often,” said Sainz, who is emerging from a troubled 
GP3 season. “It’s not always going to be like this.” 

Cue a collective sigh of relief throughout the 
rest of the paddock.

F O R M U L A  R E N A U LT  3 . 5  M O N Z A

POINTS SYSTEM EXPLAINED
In each race: 25-18-15-12-10-8-6-4-2-1 to top 10 finishers.

RESULTS
RACE 1: 24 LAPS, 86.376 MILES 
1 WILL STEVENS (GB) 42m23.207s

Strakka Racing; Grid: 4th-1m33.549s
2 ROBERTO MERHI (E) +6.870s

Zeta Corse; Grid: 5th-1m33.653s
3 PIERRE GASLY (F) +11.760s

Arden Motorsport; Grid: 7th-1m33.857s
4 WILL BULLER (GB) +17.994s

Arden Motorsport; Grid: 2nd-1m33.359s 
5 NIKOLAY MARTSENKO (RUS) +18.423s

Comtec Racing; Grid: 6th-1m33.708s
6 OLIVER ROWLAND (GB) +25.440s

Fortec Motorsports; Grid: 16th-1m34.274s
7 SERGEY SIROTKIN (RUS) +26.398s

Fortec Motorsports; Grid: 18th-1m34.414s
8 ZOEL AMBERG (CH) +31.784s

AV Formula; Grid: 14th-1m34.178s 
 9 MEINDERT VAN BUUREN (NL) +32.391s

Pons Racing; Grid: 20th-1m34.650s
10 MATIAS LAINE (FIN) +32.599s

Strakka Racing; Grid: 12th-1m34.132s
Winner’s average speed: 122.285mph. Fastest lap: Carlos Sainz Jr, 1m35.635s, 135.521mph. 

RACE 2: 27 LAPS, 97.173 MILES 
1 CARLOS SAINZ JR (E) 43m10.774s

DAMS; Grid: 1st-1m32.684s 
2 MARLON STOCKINGER (RP) +10.835s

Lotus (Gravity-Charouz); Grid: 2nd-1m33.410s
3 SIROTKIN +12.524s

Grid: 6th-1m33.620s 
4 LUCA GHIOTTO (I) +19.137s

International Draco Racing; Grid: 8th-1m33.747s
5 GASLY +20.178s

Grid: 9th-1m33.765s
6 MARTSENKO +28.447s

Grid: 12th-1m33.943s 
7 JAZEMAN JAAFAR (MAL) +30.014s

ISR; Grid: 3rd-1m33.557s 
8 PIETRO FANTIN (BR) +33.845s

International Draco Racing; Grid: 5th-1m33.619s
9 MERHI +36.393s

Grid: 7th-1m33.649s
10 ROWLAND +36.959s

Grid: 15th*-1m34.217s (*started from pitlane) 
Winner’s average speed: 135.023mph. Fastest lap: Sainz, 1m35.210s, 136.080mph. 

FOR IN-DEPTH RESULTS
forix.autosport.com

FR3.5
Monza (I)
April 12-13

Round 1/9

1 SAINZ 25
= STEVENS  25
3 GASLY  25
4 SIROTKIN 21
5 MERHI  20

1 ARDEN 37
2 FORTEC  30
3 STRAKKA  26

6 STOCKINGER  18
7 MARTSENKO  18
8 GHIOTTO  12
9 BULLER 12
10 ROWLAND  9

4 DAMS 25
5 ZETA  20
6 LOTUS  18

DRIVERS’ CHAMPIONSHIP

TEAMS’ CHAMPIONSHIP

Nobody could
get near Sainz
last weekend

Stevens trudges
back after clash

in race two



39

APRIL 17 2014  AUTOSPORT.COM  39

BIG NUMBER

V
A

N
 D

E
R

 L
A

A
N

G
U

IL
L

A
U

M
O

T
 /

 D
P

P
I

R
O

Z
E

N
D

A
A

L

R A C E  C E N T R E

FORMULA RENAULT NEC  RD 1/7

LOUIS DELETRAZ OPENED THE 
Formula Renault NEC season with a 
victory and a second place at Monza 
to take the championship lead.

The son of three-time grand prix 
backmarker Jean-Denis, starting his 
second year in FR 2.0, led from lights to 
flag in race one, although things could have 
been different if fellow front-row starter 
Ukyo Sasahara had not slipped behind 
Andrea Pizzitola at the start. The four laps it 
took the Japanese driver to pass the Italian 
allowed Deletraz to build up a lead of more 
than three seconds, and by the end of the 
race that had been chopped to just eight 
tenths. Deletraz insisted that he’d remained 
focused only on his own race in those 
tense final laps, but Sasahara was reeling 
him in and wasn’t far from taking victory. 

Levin Amweg had followed Sasahara 
past Pizzitola on lap four but he fell back 
behind the Franco-Italian two laps later, 
and from then on had his hands full 
keeping Steijn Schothorst at bay rather 
than fighting for a podium.

Deletraz’s hopes of starting the season 
with a double in Italy were thwarted by 
Kevin Jorg in race two, as his Josef 
Kaufmann Racing team-mate dominated 
from pole position once he’d survived 
making an average getaway. Deletraz 
claimed not to take too big a risk at the 

IN THE PADDOCK

TECH 1 DOUBLES UP
Tech 1 Racing used both its cars at 
Monza – despite only running one driver. 
After Marco Sorensen’s high-speed 
aerial accident in race one, the team 
switched him to its ‘spare’ chassis for 
race two rather than try to rebuild his car. 

DAMS MAKES SWITCH
DAMS had to replace Carlos Sainz Jr’s 
engineer with one of its GP2 team 
members so he could return home  
to witness the birth of his child last 
weekend. Sainz dedicated his race two 
victory to the family of the new arrival.

STOCKINGER WOE
Marlon Stockinger copped two penalties 
at Monza. The Lotus junior had his best 
lap taken away in first qualifying because 
he completed it just after the session was 
red flagged (initially not picked up by the 
timing system), and was penalised 25s in 
race one for overtaking under the safety 
car, dropping from seventh to 14th. He 
made amends with second in race two.

YOU CAN LEARN A LOT ABOUT A
person from how they respond to adversity. 
In Formula Renault 3.5 terms, the best 
example was Kevin Magnussen’s 
performance at Paul Ricard last year the 
day after he had lost a dominant victory to  
a controversial exclusion, eradicating much 
of the crucial points lead he had built up.  
So what did he do the following day? He 
blitzed the field, and set himself up to win 
the championship with a race to spare.

Carlos Sainz Jr found himself facing a 
similar mental test last weekend. He was in 
a class of one at the front all weekend, but 
an electrical gremlin just before race one 
robbed him of the chance to start the 
season with a maiden victory. Given the 
pressure that comes with being the top 
Red Bull junior on the brink of Formula 1, 
Sainz could have let it go to his head.

His World Rally champion father played 
his part over the course of Saturday 
evening, reminding Sainz that he had done 
nothing wrong, and that he was still the 
man to beat. The 19-year-old returned  
to Monza on Sunday, took pole by three 
quarters of a second, and drove off into the 
distance in the race. A first win on the 
board, and the first big mental hurdle of 
2014 cleared in style.

Deletraz junior takes maiden Renault win

RENAULT SPORT HAS OFFERED  
its backing to the handful of Formula 
Renault 3.5 teams that are struggling  
to field two cars, after only 21 were in 
action for the season opener at Monza.

With former championship-winning 
team Carlin currently sitting the series 
out altogether, Tech 1 Racing, ISR and 
Comtec Racing all fielded only one car 
each. Such moves result in teams being 
fined in GP2, but Renault does not want 
to take any action against its paddock.

Renault Sport CEO Patrice Ratti told 
AUTOSPORT: “I’d rather have Carlin not 
racing this year than struggling. It is 

better not to do the season than to do it 
badly. It’s a concern [to have only 21 of 
26 cars racing], and we are trying to help 
the teams. We could apply penalties, but 
we are not. We want to work with them.”

Ratti added that the situation 
increased the need for Renault to  
find further areas to save costs.

“We have made some effort but 
probably not enough,” he said of the 
changes for 2014. “The whole market  
is struggling, and this is a sign of the 
times. I hope we will have 23 or 24 cars 
again soon, and maybe Carlin will be 
back the following year.”

TROUBLED TEAMS BACKED

Only 21 cars
raced last
weekend

Sorensen:
two cars

Sainz Sr was
supportive on
Saturday night

Deletraz won
2014 opener

GLENN FREEMAN 
NEWS EDITOR

@glenn_autosport

start as the championship was already on 
his mind. Sasahara’s hopes of another 
podium ended with a collision with Alex 
Albon at the Ascari chicane on lap one, 
which created a split in the pack behind the 
top three of Jorg, Deletraz and Schothorst. 
The championship leader was no match for 
fellow Swiss Jorg – seventh in race one – 
in a straight fight, and he instead had to 
spend the majority of the race making sure 
he didn’t give Schothorst a sniff of an 
opportunity to snatch second. 

The chaos caused by the Sasahara/
Albon clash at Ascari bunched the pack up 
to a frightening level (they were five-wide 
down the pit straight), and through the 

inevitable clashes that followed Ben 
Barnicoat was able to pick his way through 
those who did keep it on the track to take 
fourth place, holding off FR2.0 veteran 
Pizzitola in the process. That was the best 
result for a British driver all weekend.

RESULTS 

Race 1 1 Louis Deletraz, 14 laps in 25m57.545s; 

2 Ukyo Sasahara, +0.822s; 3 Andrea Pizzitola; 4 

Levin Amweg; 5 Steijn Schothorst; 6 Alex Albon. 

Race 2 1 Kevin Jorg, 14 laps in 25m47.306s; 2 

Deletraz, +3.528s; 3 Schothorst; 4 Ben Barnicoat; 

5 Pizzitola; 6 Mathew Graham. Points 1 Deletraz, 

54; 2 Jorg, 44; 3= Schothorst & Pizzitola, 36; 

5 Barnicoat, 29; 6 Raoul Owens, 25.

The number of cars to start this weekend’s 

Formula Renault 3.5 races at Monza 

marked the smallest field in the series’ 

history, dating back to its debut in 2005.

21
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Both races were 
dominated by 
the Citroens

Loeb won race two 
from team-mate Lopez 

and Chevy’s Valente

Race one was a one-
two-three benefit 
for the newcomer

W T C C  M O R O C C O

WTCC
Marrakech (MA)
April 11-13

Round 1/12

FOR IN-DEPTH RESULTS
forix.autosport.com

Citroen starts with  
a formation finish

AFTER AN EPIC EIGHT-MONTH TEST PROGRAMME

that dwarfed the preparations of its rivals, 
the predicted Citroen steamroller arrived in 
Marrakech and trampled the established order of 
the World Touring Car Championship. The French 
manufacturer’s meticulous and lavish research into 
the technical requirements of the new-for-2014 
TC1 regulations resulted in a formation one-two-
three finish in the opener.

Sebastien Loeb had precious little experience 
of finishing second-best in his previous career 
as a World Rally Championship god, but the 
touring car debutant tailgated affable Argentinian 
ace Jose Maria Lopez throughout the first counter. 
Post-race, Loeb made reference to experiencing 
hot brakes, but a cynic could question whether 
consent had been given to all-out in-house racing 
in the Citroen camp. The procession up front may 
have been underwhelming but, given the short 
turnaround time between Marrakech and this 
weekend’s meeting at Paul Ricard, it was arguably 
the smart approach.

Loeb led home Lopez in a second race that 
proved far more eventful – if only behind the 
dominant Citroen pair. RML may no longer enjoy 
‘works’ Chevrolet status, but the four-times 
WTCC title winner’s know-how assisted its 
three customer teams in gaining a head-start 
over factory opposition from Lada and Honda. 

Power steering-related problems and 
repercussions from lack of development time hit 
the JAS-built factory Hondas during the start to 
the weekend. Former champion Gabriele Tarquini 

appeared to have found a useful step forward in 
practice, only to be ruled out of action following 
a heavy accident (see story opposite).

Triple TC2000 champion Lopez had taken 
a back seat to his multiple world champion 
team-mates in the build-up to the season, but 
he emerged on top in the new super-pole 
qualifying format ahead of Loeb.

Top non-Citroen honours fell to Tom Chilton. 
The Reigate driver was promoted to third when 
provisional front-row qualifier Yvan Muller had his 
Q3 times scrapped for cutting a chicane on his 
single-lap run.

Chilton was wary of the Citroen’s straightline 
speed advantage prior to the start, and away from 
the lights Muller passed his former team-mate on 
the run to the first chicane.

Thereafter, the Citroen Musketeers ran in 
close proximity until the chequered flag. Tiago 
Monteiro’s Civic WTCC had been holding down 
a respectable fifth when it received a clobbering 
from Serbian giant Dusan Borkovic at the final 
hairpin. The impact knocked Monteiro out of 
position and cost the Portuguese his rear bumper.

Moroccan hero Mehdi Bennani’s Civic WTCC 
had also lost its rear bumper after being assaulted 
by Borkovic’s Campos team-mate Hugo Valente on 
the preceding lap – for which the young 
Frenchman received a warning from officials. 

The incident allowed Norbert Michelisz to close 
in on Monteiro. The Hungarian would lose ground 
in the closing laps, and was forced to sit out race 
two with steering pump gremlins. 

Anxieties over incurring accident damage at the 
Marrakech event, given the proximity of the Paul 
Ricard meeting, were realised at the start of race 
two. Polesitter Tom Coronel gently moved to his 
left away from the lights, finding Bennani’s Proteam 
Civic on the overlap. The Dutchman was turned 
into the wall on his left, before spearing across the 
track into the path of reigning champion Muller. 

After red flags and a clean-up period, the race 
resumed with Bennani leading. A flying Loeb 
dispatched Monteiro in one corner to move into 
second. Even before Bennani received a contentious 
drive-through penalty, Loeb appeared set to steal 
the lead. In a race of attrition, Valente produced 
a fine performance to claim his maiden podium. 

Bennani would charge through the order, but 
after a drag race to the finish with Chilton he would 
have to settle for fourth place by 0.026s.

POINTS SYSTEM EXPLAINED
In each race: 25-18-15-12-10-8-6-4-2-1 to top 10 finishers. 5-4-3-2-1 to top 5 qualifiers.

1 LOPEZ 48
2 LOEB 47
3 CHILTON 27
4 VALENTE 19
5 MULLER 17

1 ENGSTLER 23
2 FILIPPI 14
= DI SABATINO 14

6 MONTEIRO 11
7 KOZLOVSKIY 10
8 BORKOVIC 9
9 MORBIDELLI 8
10 ENGSTLER  6

DRIVERS’ CHAMPIONSHIP

YOKOHAMA TROPHY

RESULTS
RACE 1: 14 LAPS, 39.536 MILES 
1 JOSE MARIA LOPEZ (RA) 24m40.950s

Citroen Total Citroen C-Elysee WTCC; Grid: 1st-1m43.730s
2 SEBASTIEN LOEB (F) +0.713s

Citroen Total Citroen C-Elysee WTCC; Grid: 2nd-1m43.845s
3 YVAN MULLER (F) +1.607s

Citroen Total Citroen C-Elysee WTCC; Grid: 4th-no time
4 TOM CHILTON (GB) +8.222s

ROAL Motorsport Chevrolet RML Cruze TC1; Grid: 3rd-1m44.864s
5 TIAGO MONTEIRO (P) +20.495s

Castrol Honda (JAS) Honda Civic WTCC; Grid: 7th-1m45.891s
6 DUSAN BORKOVIC (SRB) +21.849s*

Campos Racing Chevrolet RML Cruze TC1; Grid: 5th-no time
7 MEHDI BENNANI (MA) +25.111s

Proteam Racing Honda Civic WTCC; Grid: 9th-1m46.227s
8 HUGO VALENTE (F) +29.953s

Campos Racing Chevrolet RML Cruze TC1; Grid: 12th-1m55.284s
9 NORBERT MICHELISZ (H) +44.583s

Zengo Motorsport Honda Civic WTCC; Grid: 8th-1m46.165s
10 JAMES THOMPSON (GB) +48.596s

Lada Sport Lukoil Lada Granta 1.6T; Grid: 11th-1m46.433s 
Winner’s average speed: 96.107mph. Fastest lap: Loeb, 1m43.777s, 97.968mph.
* – includes 10-second penalty

RACE 2: 16 LAPS, 45.184 MILES
1 LOEB 47m50.589s

Citroen; Grid: 9th
2 LOPEZ +4.321s

Citroen; Grid: 10th
3 VALENTE +7.598s

Chevrolet; Grid: 12th
4 CHILTON +18.305s

Chevrolet; Grid: 8th 
5 MIKHAIL KOZLOVSKIY (RUS) +19.757s

Lada Sport Lukoil Lada Granta 1.6T; Grid: 14th-1m47.762s
6 GIANNI MORBIDELLI (I) +23.117s

Munnich Motorsport Chevrolet RML Cruze TC1; Grid: 18th-no time
7 FRANZ ENGSTLER (D) +38.597s

Team Engstler BMW E90 320 TC; Grid: 15th-1m49.250s
8 JOHN FILIPPI (F) +48.611s

Campos Racing SEAT Leon WTCC; Grid: 17th-no time
9 PASQUALE DI SABATINO (I) +50.553s

Team Engstler BMW E90 320 TC; Grid: 16th-1m50.520s
10 MONTEIRO 14 laps-DNF

Honda; Grid: 4th 
Winner’s average speed: 56.663mph. Fastest lap: Lopez, 1m43.704s, 98.037mph. 
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Monteiro gained from 
Tarquini advice

Coronel’s car
was wrecked

R A C E  C E N T R E

IN THE PADDOCK

HUFF MISSES RACE...
British Lada driver Rob Huff 
encountered troubles before race two, 
with the former WTCC champion unable 
to take the start after a suspected turbo 
issue. However, he later took to the track 
for exploratory laps.

...THOMPSON TAKEN ILL
Meanwhile, Rob Huff’s Lada team-mate 
James Thompson was taken to the 
medical centre in the interval between 
Marrakech’s races, after reporting 
problems when brake dust entered 
the Granta’s cockpit.

BORKOVIC BLACK FLAG
Impressive Serbian giant Dusan 
Borkovic missed out on an opportunity 
to set a super-pole run in the revised 
qualifying format for 2014. The Serb had 
been fourth quickest in Q2, but fell foul 
of the sporting regulations concerning 
the timing of when to start his Q3 run. 
The Campos driver was black flagged.

CITROEN MILESTONE
Citroen team principal Yves Matton has 
compared his 2014 WTCC driver squad 
to his illustrious WRC line-up of 2003. 
“After being part of the Loeb/Sainz/
McRae treble at the Monte Carlo Rally of 
2003, I am delighted to have witnessed 
an equally special achievement from 
Pechito, Seb and Yvan,” said Matton. “It’s 
not the same category, or the same era, 
but there are nevertheless similarities 
between these two great moments in 
Citroen Racing’s history.”

CITROEN’S DOMINANT SHOWING
kicked up a marked spread of reaction 
from its rivals. There was no getting away 
from the resentment in some quarters, 
which was largely confined to an 
over-reaction to the team’s Formula 1-like 
level of restrictions around its garage. 

Doom mongering that the French 
manufacturer’s apparent resource 
advantage would kill off the series 
in a manner similar to Mercedes’ and 
BMW’s contribution to the implosion of 
the FIA GT Series in the late 1990s also 

WTCC PROMOTER EUROSPORT 
is working with the FIA to create a set 
of regulations for potential lower-cost 
touring car championships. 

The rules could be put to use in 
national championships and on the 
WTCC support package. A revised 
set of TC2 regulations is being 
investigated as a blueprint for  
a WTCC feeder series.

“As soon as the new TC2 technical 
regulations are set, we would run a 
separate championship as part of 
WTCC weekends,” said Eurosport 
events manager Francois Ribeiro. “It 
may not be the entire championship, 
in the same way GP2 doesn’t follow 
the entire Formula 1 calendar. We 
would run it separately from the TC1 
grid as part of the WTCC weekend.”

TC2 would be intended for drivers 
rather than makes. A clean slate 
approach and modified existing TC2 
cars are being considered.

“It has to be extremely cost-
efficient – a maximum 300,000 euros 
– and with exactly the same sporting 
regulations as the WTCC.”

Alan Gow, president of the FIA 

Coronel a doubt 
for Paul Ricard

Honda praises 
Tarquini spirit

Citroen’s welcome 
has been mixed

PETER MILLS
WTCC CONTRIBUTOR

@Peter_Autosport

THE PARTICIPATION OF ROAL
Motorsport’s Tom Coronel in this weekend’s 
WTCC round at Paul Ricard in France is in 
doubt following his Chevrolet Cruze’s heavy 
startline crash in Marrakech’s second race. 

“The ROAL technicians have done some 
jobs that were considered to be impossible,” 
said Coronel. “But it doesn’t look good.  
I don’t remember ever having had so  
much damage on a race car. 

“The bodyshell is damaged. These are 
not in stock, so it will be very difficult, if not 
impossible, to race next week. 

“The car will be in Barcelona on 
Wednesday, but then we already have to 
leave for France to make it to the next race. 
And to repair it, we have to be in England, 
so it looks really bad.”

HONDA’S WTCC MANAGEMENT AND 
team-mate Tiago Monteiro have paid tribute 
to Gabriele Tarquini after his reaction to his 
big Saturday practice accident. 

Tarquini had overshot the Turn 4 chicane, 
and while waiting to rejoin the track he was 
T-boned by Gianni Morbidelli. 

“When Gabriele came back from medical 
centre, his first thoughts were to help Tiago 
by explaining that he had found a big 
improvement in set-up direction,” said 
JAS boss Alessandro Mariani. 

WTCC targets feeder series 

Touring Car Commission, added:  
“We will look at setting a couple of 
other regulations that countries can 
choose to have or not. I would hope 
we have something to put to the 
World Council at the end of the year.”

appeared an extreme stance to take after 
just one meeting.

Indeed, much of Citroen’s opposition 
retains a surprisingly positive outlook. After 
qualifying top non-Citroen in third, Tom 
Chilton recounted a conversation with his 
2013 RML team-mate Yvan Muller. 

He said: “Yvan came up to me, and said 
in that voice of his, ‘You ’ave really only 
done two days of testing?’ Of course, 
Citroen look seriously good, but I think they 
are quite surprised where we are, given 
how little running we’ve done.

“Once some success ballast starts to 
come off and we get down to some 
development, I’m sure that gap is going 
to reduce, although by how much remains 
to be seen.”

FIA president Jean Todt’s position was 
no great surprise, and offered a useful 

The number of sets of tyres Citroen  
is estimated to have used in its  
WTCC testing programme.

BIG NUMBER

800 Monteiro added: “Gabriele gave me 
confidence going into qualifying by 
explaining how an unknown set-up would 
work. He was also very good on the pitwall 
radio – very calm. He doesn’t shout as much 
as some people. He could be the next 
Honda team principal!”

counter-balance: “Sebastien Loeb is good 
for us. All the other competitors, like the 
local guy Mehdi Bennani, really contribute, 
but Loeb is a hero for a car fanatic and 

[has an appeal that crosses sporting 
disciplines, particularly] in France. It can 
only be good that more people are talking 
about the WTCC now because of Loeb.”

Ribeiro says new 
series would be part 
of WTCC package
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Sainteloc Audi won
the fight for second

Mercedes of 
reigning champ 
Buhk was fifth

Parente stars as McLaren 
takes ART’s maiden win
THERE WAS A LOT OF MOANING AT MONZA THAT THE

McLaren MP4-12C had been given too much of a 
helping hand for the Blancpain Endurance Series. 
The car had been allowed more boost and ran 
lighter than last year, but the truth was that there 
wasn’t a lot between the British car and an Audi, 
a Mercedes or a Ferrari. There were two other 
factors that were just as important in the ART 
team’s maiden BES victory with Alvaro Parente, 
Gregoire Demoustier and Alex Premat. 

The MP4-12C was quick around the Autodromo 
di Monza, a circuit that has always favoured the 
car, but it was super-quick in the hands of Parente. 
The McLaren factory driver claimed pole position 
by four tenths – he set two laps good enough for 
top spot – and then dominated the opening stint 
on Sunday, laying the foundations of ART Grand 
Prix’s first BES victory.

Parente disappeared up the road from his rivals 
over the course of the first 60 minutes of the 
three-hour race and ended up 18s to the good by 
the time the pitstops began. Admittedly, his cause 
was helped by the queue behind second-placed 
Andy Meyrick, who had propelled his Bentley 
Continental GT3 up from fourth at the start. 
But it was impressive nonetheless. 

Even Parente admitted that it was almost as 
simple as it looked. “To be honest, yes it was easy,” 
he said. “I had new tyres for the start, which is 
what we worked for through the weekend, and I 
had clear air. That makes your life much easier.”

The second factor was that the two cars, both 
Audis, that might have beaten the winning ART 
car encountered delays along the way. 

The Sainteloc R8 LMS shared by Edward 
Sandstrom, Stephane Ortelli and Gregory Guilvert 
ended up second. It was just 5.7s behind at the 
finish after Premat backed off in the closing stages. 
The real gap was something like 15s, still much less 
than the time Audi lost with a braking issue and 
when Ortelli twice had the car cut out on his in-lap. 

Sainteloc’s problems allowed the second ART 
car, shared by Kevin Estre, Kevin Korjus and Andy 
Soucek, to mount a brief challenge for second in 
the closing laps. Soucek caught Guilvert, but then 
came under pressure of his own from Laurens 
Vanthoor in the best of the WRT Audis. 

Vanthoor’s final stint was every bit as good as 
the opening one from Parente. The Belgian, who 
shared his Audi with Cesar Ramos and Marc 
Basseng, clawed back a 15s deficit to Soucek over 
the final hour, but was unable to pass thanks in 
part to the McLaren’s superior straightline speed. 

WRT’s tale of woe was a botched pit approach 
from team newcomer Ramos when he came in to 
hand over to Basseng. He overshot his mark by a 
metre and a half and had to be pulled back to take 
fuel with a loss, according to the team, of 14s. 

Both Sainteloc and WRT might have won 
this one on another day, but the Balance of 
Performance was still a hot topic after the race. 
Much of the debate centred on the news from 
series organiser SRO that it would effectively 
be a race-by-race BOP for both the BES and its 
renamed sister, the Blancpain Sprint Series. 

There will be three basic charts: one for high-
speed circuits such as Monza; one for high-
downforce tracks of Silverstone’s like; and one for 
high-traction venues such as Nogaro. Minor rules 
tweaks, focused on weight limits, for individual 
circuits within each range are also envisaged. 

That means weight limits, restrictor sizes and 
rideheights are never going to be far from the lips 
of most drivers and team owners, at least the 
disgruntled ones on any particular weekend. That’s 
the bad news. The good news is that SRO technical 
director Claude Surmont’s BOP wasn’t far off at 
one of the more difficult circuits to find a balance. 

And that bodes well for the new era of 
‘Blancpain’ GT sportscar racing. 

B L A N C PA I N  E N D U R A N C E  S E R I E S  M O N Z A

POINTS 
SYSTEM 
EXPLAINED
25-18-15-12-
10-8-6-4-2-1 to 
top 10 finishers 
in each class.

FOR IN-DEPTH RESULTS
forix.autosport.com

Blancpain
Monza (I)
April 13

Round 1/5

1 D’STIER/PREMAT/PARENTE 25
2 S’STROM/ORTELLI/G’VERT 18 
3 KORJUS/ESTRE/SOUCEK  15
4 RAMOS/BASSENG/V’THOOR 12
5 PRIMAT/V’DONCK/BUHK  10

1 C’DINI/AMOS/COLOMBO 25
2 RIZZOLI/GAI/C’LLACCI  18
3 DANYLIW/KNAP/SONVICO  15

6 D’AMB./LECLERC/TAPPY  8
7 MEYRICK/SMITH/KANE  6
8 WOLF/AFANASIEV/D’DORP  4
9 AL FAISAL/HAUPT/S’SEN  2
10 THURN & TAXIS/KOX/ENGE  1

4 SMITH/McCAIG/BRYANT 12
5 McMILLEN/S’SS/B’COMBE  10
6 TROUILLET/MARROC  8

CHAMPIONSHIP: PRO

CHAMPIONSHIP: PRO-AM

Winning McLaren
out on its own

RESULTS
64 LAPS, 230.336 MILES
1 G DEMOUSTIER (F)/A PREMAT (F)/A PARENTE (P)

Pro ART Grand Prix McLaren MP4-12C GT3 (Q1-1m47.603s) 3h01m07.001s
2 E SANDSTROM (S)/S ORTELLI (MC)/G GUILVERT (F)

Pro Sainteloc Audi R8 LMS ultra (Q6-1m48.416s) +5.749s
3 K KORJUS (EST)/K ESTRE (F)/A SOUCEK (E)

Pro ART Grand Prix McLaren MP4-12C GT3 (Q11-1m48.568s) +6.880s
4 C RAMOS (BR)/M BASSENG (D)/L VANTHOOR (B)

Pro WRT Audi R8 LMS ultra (Q5-1m48.396s) +7.646s
5 H PRIMAT (CH)/N VERDONCK (B)/M BUHK (D)

Pro HTP Mercedes SLS AMG GT3 (Q10-1m48.553s) +46.920s
6 S COMANDINI (I)/E AMOS (I)/S COLOMBO (I)

Pro-Am ROAL BMW Z4 GT3 (Q24-1m49.348s) +1m07.228s
7 J D’AMBROSIO (B)/A LECLERC (F)/D TAPPY (GB)

Pro M-Sport Bentley Continental GT3 (Q13-1m48.612s) +1m08.068s
8 A MEYRICK (GB)/G SMITH (GB)/S KANE (GB)

Pro M-Sport Bentley Continental GT3 (Q4-1m48.322s) +1m16.613s
9 A RIZZOLI (I)/S GAI (I)/F CASTELLACCI (I)

Pro-Am Villorba Corse Ferrari 458 Italia GT3 (Q3-1m48.281s) +1m43.137s
10 A DANYLIW (CDN)/S KNAP (NL)/A SONVICO (I)

Pro-Am AF Corse Ferrari 458 Italia GT3 (Q15-1m48.813s) +1m47.265s
11 L WOLF (D)/S AFANASIEV (RUS)/S DUSSELDORP (NL)

Pro HTP Mercedes SLS AMG GT3 (Q14-1m48.686s) +1m49.220s
12 A SMITH (GB)/A McCAIG (GB)/O BRYANT (GB)

Pro-Am Ecurie Ecosse/Barwell BMW Z4 GT3 (Q21-1m49.215s) -1 lap
13 N McMILLEN (USA)/F STRAUSS (D)/A BUNCOMBE (GB)

Pro-Am RJN Nissan GT-R Nismo GT3 (Q32-1m50.158s) -1 lap
14 A AL FAISAL (SA)/H HAUPT (D)/A SIMONSEN (S)

Pro Black Falcon Mercedes SLS AMG GT3 (Q23-1m49.292s) -1 lap
15 E TROUILLET (F)/N MARROC (F)

Pro-Am Graff Porsche 911 GT3-R (Q22-1m49.224s) -1 lap
16 A VON THURN UND TAXIS (D)/P KOX (NL)/T ENGE (CZ)

Pro Reiter Lamborghini Gallardo FL2 (Q12-1m48.570s) -1 lap
17 P EHRET (D)/A MATTSCHULL (D)/F SCHMICKLER (D)

GTR GT Corse by Rinaldi Ferrari 458 Italia GT3 (Q30-1m49.978s) -1 lap
18 G VANNELET (F)/S LEMERET (B)/M ALBERT (B)

Pro-Am Sport Garage Ferrari 458 Italia GT3 (Q31-1m49.999s) -1 lap
19 E DERMONT (F)/F PERERA (F)

Pro-Am Pro GT by Almeras Porsche 911 GT3-R (Q8-1m48.495s) -1 lap
20 E CLEMENT (F)/B LARICHE (F)/N ARMINDO (F)

Pro-Am TDS BMW Z4 GT3 (Q28-1m49.743s) -1 lap
21 H HASSID (F)/N CATSBURG (NL)

Pro-Am TDS BMW Z4 GT3 (Q20-1m49.052s) -2 laps
22 CF CHENG (PRC)/S ZHENG (PRC)/A COUTO (MO)

Pro Brother Racing Audi R8 LMS ultra (Q16-1m48.917s) -2 laps
23 G CABANNES (F)/B DELHEZ (B)/R BRANDELA (F)

GTR Sport Garage Ferrari 458 Italia GT3 (Q33-1m50.225s) -2 laps
24 F BARREIROS (P)/P MANN (GB)/F GUEDES (P)

GTR AF Corse Ferrari 458 Italia GT3 (Q25-1m49.391s) -3 laps
25 JM BACHELIER (F)/Y MALLEGOL (F)/H BLANK (USA)

GTR AF Corse Ferrari 458 Italia GT3 (Q37-1m50.949s) -3 laps
Winners’ average speed: 114.46mph. Fastest lap: Parente, 1m49.498s, 118.38mph.  
There were 38 starters.
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BENTLEY’S FIRST RACE IN THE 
rarefied arena of the Blancpain Endurance 
Series – and only its second of any kind 
with the new Continental GT3 – yielded 
seventh and eighth positions. That counts 
as a pretty decent debut given that one 
of the M-Sport cars was parked in the 
barriers at the end of qualifying. 

Steven Kane had just put the #7 
Bentley fourth on the grid and then 
improved over sectors one and two when 
he misjudged his braking at the Ascari 
Chicane, went over the kerb and into the 
barriers. The damage looked cosmetic, but 
in fact the chassis rails had taken a hit.

That required the Bentley Kane shared 
with Guy Smith and Andy Meyrick to be 
taken to a local bodyshop – known to 
M-Sport from its participation in the 
Monza Rally – for overnight repairs. 

Kane was gutted to have gone off in 
what he said was his first accident in four 
years, but couldn’t praise M-Sport enough. 

“Looking at the car, you wouldn’t know 
that it had been crashed,” he said. 

The two Bentleys came through the race 
largely unscathed, though Meyrick was hit 
up the rear by Giacomo Petrobelli’s Kessel 
Ferrari as he fought to hang onto second 
in the opening hour. 

This reliability was of particular 
satisfaction to Bentley motorsport boss 

IN THE PADDOCK

BUNCOMBE CHARGES
RJN Nissan driver Alex Buncombe 
made up 17 places on the opening lap 
after qualifying 32nd. The Nissan GT-R 
NISMO GT3 he shared with Academy 
winners Nick McMillen and Florian 
Strauss looked on course for a podium 
until Strauss had to back off to conserve 
fuel in the latter stages courtesy of 
an early second pitstop. 

ROAL BMW WINS CLASS
Pro-Am class honours went to the Italian 
ROAL Motorsport team. Its BMW Z4 
GT3 finished sixth overall in the hands 
of Stefano Comandini, Eugenio Amos 
and Stefano Colombo. 

COCHET COMEBACK
Former Courage Competition LMP1 
regular Jonathan Cochet ended a 
two-year absence with an outing in the 
Lamborghini SuperTrofeo one-make 
series at Monza. The Frenchman finished 
third together with friend Cedric Leimer 
in the second of the two races. 

THE IDEA THAT THE BALANCE OF
Performance across the Blancpain 
Endurance Series and the Blancpain Sprint 
Series could be changed every race  
sets alarm bells ringing inside my head. 
Attempting to create a level playing field for 
all cars at every track is worthy in principle, 
but the lessons of recent history suggest  
it’s more trouble than it is worth.

Think of the constant chopping and 
changing of regulation – and the equally 
constant bickering that went with it – as 
IMSA tried to balance the Chevrolet 
Corvettes on Michelins and the Aston 
Martins on Pirellis in the old GT1 class. 
There are other examples too.

The spectre of the two Blancpain series 
being fought out in a smoke-filled room 
rather than where it should be, out on  
the racetrack, is a very real one.

The flip side of the argument is that SRO, 
now that its ties with the FIA have been 
reduced, is more open to making changes 
when they are needed. The reluctance  
of the FIA to react last season was to the 
detriment of the BES and the predecessor 
of the BSS, the FIA GT Series.

But that doesn’t allay my fears that we 
are in for a very political season of racing.

Bentley pleased to achieve double finish

ALEX PREMAT, 2008 LE MANS
Series champion with Audi, made a 
successful resumption to his sportscar 
career after getting a late call to join 
the ART Grand Prix squad for the 
2014 Blancpain Endurance Series.

The Frenchman, who was not retained 
for the full season by the Garry Rogers 
Aussie V8 Superscars squad on its 
switch to Volvo for 2014, appeared to be 
headed for a couple of drives in the 
Supercars enduros this season until a 
late call from old team boss Frederic 
Vasseur. Premat was an obvious solution, 
having raced and won for ART in its 

ASM iteration in Formula 3 and GP2. 
“Fred had an issue with one of his 

drivers and called me two weeks ago,” 
explained the 32-year-old. “I did 20 laps 
of testing at Paul Ricard and eight laps 
here at Monza before the race, so I’m still 
learning about GT racing. I feel happy with 
my performance. I was very conservative 
at the end and backed off, because there 
was no point taking any risks.”

Premat’s ambitions are focused on 
regaining a factory seat. “GT racing could 
be a good place for me, but so could 
prototypes,” he explained. “My goal has 
to be to drive for a factory again.”

Premat back to his old home

Premat (centre) with
team-mates Parente
(left) and Demoustier

Tough job: trying
to equalise these

Bentley was good as
new after Kane crash

GARY WATKINS
SPORTSCAR
CONTRIBUTOR

@gazzasportscars

Brian Gush. “This is a good, solid result,” 
he said. “This is the real arena. Abu Dhabi 
[the Gulf 12 Hours in which the Bentley 
finished fourth] was good for us, but we 
are having to up the ante now. 

“Reliability was our number-one goal and 
we achieved that with two cars finishing 
strongly. We are also pleased with the 
way the car looks after its tyres.”

The #8 Bentley, driven by Antoine 
Leclerc, Jerome d’Ambrosio and Duncan 
Tappy, got the better of its sister car in the 
race. Leclerc had caught Meyrick, who slid 

down to seventh after the #7 car’s rear 
tyres overheated, shortly before the first 
round of pitstops. A problem with a front 
wheelnut and the need to drag Smith back 
to get him going courtesy of the crowded 
pitlane resulted in vital lost seconds.

Tappy looked on course for the top six 
at one point in the final hour as he closed 
down Stefano Colombo’s ROAL BMW, but 
the Italian was able to react and held on 
by just over a second. Kane, meanwhile, 
was catching Tappy but ended up a 
further eight seconds back. 

“We needed to pull 

an all-nighter, so  

now you know why  

I chose a rally team”

Bentley motorsport boss Brian  

Gush jokes that M-Sport turned  

out to be an inspired choice as 

Bentley’s technical partner.



LE MANS 24 HOURS WINNER LOIC

Duval drew first blood in a dramatic 
opening race of the new era for 
Japan’s premier Super Formula series 
– in his Team Le Mans-run car.

The French Audi star qualified 
down in seventh at Suzuka – scene  
of the opening event for the new 
Dallara SF14 spec chassis powered by 
two-litre turbo engines – due to not 
being able to get his front tyres up  
to temperature for his hot lap.

Duval’s Audi team-mate Andre 
Lotterer qualified his TOM’S machine 
on pole position, with Narain 
Karthikeyan – returning to Japanese 

competition – second fastest, only 
for the Indian to be docked three 
places for impeding another car  
in free practice. 

That elevated Kazuki Nakajima to 
an all-TOM’S front row, and the 
ex-Williams F1 driver made a great 
start to lead Lotterer, Joao Paulo  
de Oliveira and James Rossiter.

Karthikeyan spun on the 14th  
lap and caused a safety car. With 
Nakajima just past the pit entry  
when the boards were shown, the 
others dived into the pits for their 
mandatory stops. That gave Lotterer 
the lead, but his front tyres were 

erroneously put on the wrong sides  
of the car, and it would be a struggle 
for the German to hold on.

Meanwhile, the charging Duval won 
a hot battle with Rossiter on the 23rd 
lap, then passed Lotterer for the lead 
two laps later before sprinting away 
to win from Englishman Rossiter’s 
Kondo Racing machine. 

Hiroaki Ishiura started his fourth 
season in the series in style by 
working through to the final podium 
position as top Japanese driver, 
followed by Ryo Hirakawa, Lotterer 
and Nakajima.

De Oliveira was another to miss 

making his pitstop at the right time, 
so was consigned to completing  
a top-seven wipe-out for Toyota-
powered cars. The top Honda man was 
series newcomer Vitantonio Liuzzi. 
O Jiro Takahashi 

RESULTS

1 Loic Duval (Dallara-Toyota), 43 laps in 

1h15m49.802s; 2 James Rossiter (D-T), +16.221s; 

3 Hiroaki Ishiura (D-T); 4 Ryo Hirakawa (D-T);  

5 Andre Lotterer (D-T); 6 Kazuki Nakajima (D-T);  

7 Joao Paulo de Oliveira (D-T); 8 Vitantonio Liuzzi 

(D-Honda); 9 Tomoki Nojiri (D-H); 10 Hideki Mutoh 

(D-H). Points 1 Duval, 10; 2 Rossiter, 8; 3 Ishiura, 

6; 4 Hirakawa, 5; 5 Lotterer, 5; 6 Nakajima, 3.

SUPER FORMULA  SUZUKA (J), APRIL 13 RD 1/7

INDY LIGHTS  LONG BEACH (USA), APRIL 13  RD 2/10

V8 STOCK CARS  SANTA CRUZ (BR), APRIL 13 RD 2/12

Duval takes Le Mans triumph – in Japan

Chaves hits back to win 
from Veach and Brabham

Pizzonia breaks his duck  
as rivals run short on fuel

LAST WEEKEND’S INDY LIGHTS RACE AT

Long Beach lasted 45 laps, but the 
outcome was decided within the 
opening few hundred yards.

St Petersburg winner Zach Veach 
started from pole alongside Gabby 
Chaves, but Matthew Brabham 
wasted no time in attempting to 
impose himself on the race by trying 
to go three-wide into the first corner. 
Discretion overruled valour and he 
tucked back into the pack, but he’d 
distracted Veach just enough for 
Chaves to sneak past into the lead. 

The Colombian was never seriously 
troubled from then on, his lead 
wavering between 0.5s and 2.0s as he 

EX-F1 DRIVER ANTONIO PIZZONIA

took a last-gasp maiden V8 win when 
two rivals spluttered out of fuel  in 
the final two laps of the race.

A new double-header format gave 
teams the choice in race one of taking 
on 15 litres of fuel and just one fresh 
tyre, which would make things 
marginal for the second race, or 
topping up the tanks and changing 
three tyres, meaning a clear run later.

Valdeno Brito chose the former and 
won the opener, from Caca Bueno and 
Galid Osman, who rose from 18th.

Brito had to refuel early in race two, 
and for a long time it looked like a 
first-time win for former IndyCar 

strode on to take a comfortable win. 
Veach had to console himself with 
second, although he’d been given a 
few scares by Brabham before the 
third-generation racer lost touch  
over the final few laps.

Briton Jack Harvey and Luiz Razia 
capitalised on a late problem for  
Alex Baron to take fourth and fifth.
O Mark Glendenning

RESULTS

1 Gabby Chaves, 45 laps in 57m12.3822s; 2 Zach 

Veach, +0.6344s; 3 Matthew Brabham; 4 Jack 

Harvey; 28m02.627s; 5 Luiz Razia; 6 Alex Baron. 

Points 1 Veach, 93; 2 Chaves, 92; 3 Harvey, 67; 

4 Razia, 60; 5 Brabham, 57; 6 Juan Piedrahita, 54.

racer Rafa Matos. But his fuel ran out 
with two laps remaining, allowing 
Sergio Jimenez in front – until he 
slowed with 300 metres to go.
O Lito Cavalcanti

RESULTS

Race 1 1 Valdeno Brito (Chevrolet Sonic), 

29 laps in 42m36.780s; 2 Caca Bueno (Chevy), 

+16.043s; 3 Galid Osman (Chevy); 4 Ricardo 

Mauricio (Chevy); 5 Sergio Jimenez (Peugeot 407); 

6 Marcos Gomes (Peugeot). Race 2 1 Antonio 

Pizzonia (Peugeot), 16 laps in 22m34.665s; 

2 Daniel Serra (Chevy); 3 Jimenez; 4 Gomes;  

5 Ricardo Zonta (Chevy); 6 Tuka Rocha (Chevy). 

Points 1 Brito, 37; 2 Jimenez, 37; 3 Gomes, 36; 

4 Bueno, 31; 5 Pizzonia, 25; 6 Serra, 23.
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Pizzonia (far left) and
Brito (red car) scored

Chaves leads the
way in Long Beach

Duval took Team
Le Mans Dallara to
victory at Suzuka
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JAPANESE FORMULA 3
Toyota protege Kenta Yamashita enjoyed 
a perfect start to his F3 career, the 
Formula Challenge Japan champion 
winning at Suzuka on his debut in a 
TOM’S Dallara-Toyota. The second race 
went to the B-Max Dallara-Toyota of 
Mitsunori Takaboshi (pictured). 

BRAZILIAN FORMULA 3
Pedro Piquet was on pole by two seconds 
at Santa Cruz and dominated race one, 
but it was harder in the reversed-grid 
event. He could not find a way past Vitor 
Baptista, his team-mate at Cesario 
Formula, who was running second. Both 
moved up when leader Bruno Etman 
outbraked himself and fell to fourth.

VLN
Klaus Abbelen, Sabine Schmitz, Patrick 
Huisman and Patrick Pilet won the second 
round of the season with the Frikadelli 
Racing Porsche. The race was red-flagged 
for more than two hours following a 
collision and barrier repairs. Phoenix  
Audi drivers Marcel Fassler and Markus 
Winkelhock were second, with Alexandre 
Imperatori and Martin Ragginger third  
in the Falken Porsche. 

SUPER TC2000
Norberto Fontana made it two wins on the 
trot in his ProRacing-run works Chevrolet 
Cruze with a superb drive from row eight 
at Viedma. Facundo Ardusso (Fiat Linea) 
led from lap two, despite a slight misfire, 
before Fontana sailed into the lead two 
laps from the end. Polesitter Guillermo 
Ortelli was third in his Renault Fluence.

NASCAR NATIONWIDE
Chase Elliott took his second successive 
win thanks to a last-lap pass on Elliott 
Sadler at Darlington, the same track 
where his dad Bill won five Cup races. 
Matt Kenseth completed the top three.

LAMBORGHINI S.TROFEO
Serbian single-seater refugee Milos 
Pavlovic and Edoardo Piscopo took a win 
and a second at Monza, with Andrea Palma 
winning the other. Ex-F2 champ Mirko 
Bortolotti and 2000 Masters of F3 winner 
Jonathan Cochet also made the podium.

WORLD CHALLENGE GT
Cadillac driver and reigning champion 
Johnny O’Connell (pictured) led from  
start to finish to secure the win ahead of 
team-mate Andy Pilgrim at Long Beach. 
The Ferrari of Anthony Lazzaro was next.

26th on the grid to join the leaders 
after a poor qualifying.

In Texas five days earlier it was 
Joey Logano who had dominated and 
had to fight through a wild finish. 
He commanded the opening laps at 
Darlington, but faded down the order 
as his Penske Ford’s handling drifted 
away, sustained damage in a pit 
incident, and retired late on with 
a failed front wheelhub. 
O Connell Sanders Jr

RESULTS

1 Kevin Harvick (Chevrolet SS), 374 laps in 

3h53m37s; 2 Dale Earnhardt Jr (Chevy), +0.558s; 

3 Jimmie Johnson (Chevy); 4 Matt Kenseth 

(Toyota Camry); 5 Greg Biffle (Ford Fusion);  

6 Kyle Busch (Toyota); 7 Jeff Gordon (Chevy);  

8 Kyle Larson (Chevy); 9 Tony Stewart (Chevy); 

10 Ryan Newman (Chevy). Points 1 Gordon, 

297; 2 Kenseth, 296; 3 Carl Edwards, 278; 

4 Earnhardt, 271; 5 Johnson, 270; 6 Kyle Busch, 

269; 7 Brad Keselowski, 246; 8 Joey Logano, 

245; 9 Newman, 236; 10 Austin Dillon, 235. 

IT WAS A CASE OF ALL OR NOTHING 

for both Yann Zimmer and Ander 
Vilarino in the opening round of the 
NASCAR Euro Series at Valencia.

French ex-Formula Renault winner 
Zimmer produced a stunning move on 
Belgian duo Bert Longin and Anthony 
Kumpen at Turn 2 in the closing 
stages, catching them unawares as  
he passed both in one move.

Eddie Cheever, who has made the 
switch to grunting V8 machinery 
after contesting European Formula 3 
last year, was best of the rest in 
fourth. Vilarino had to stop in  

the pits to repair damage from  
the early jostling, but rejoined  
to set fastest lap, crucially  
earning himself pole position  
for Sunday’s race.

This time Vilarino, an ace in 
World Series by Nissan a decade 
ago, managed to keep fellow 
ex-single-seater hotshoe Borja 
Garcia at bay to get his bid for  
a third Euro NASCAR title back  
on the right road.

Longin completed his second 
podium of the weekend, as Kumpen 
narrowly pipped Frederic Gabillon 

NASCAR SPRINT CUP  DARLINGTON (USA), APRIL 12  RD 8/36

Harvick is the Southern man

home in the fight for fourth.
Meanwhile, Zimmer was unable  

to build on his first-race success, 
retiring late on.

The field also included sportscar 
stars Christophe Bouchut and Bas 
Leinders, Superstars frontrunner 
Andrea Larini and Mathias Lauda, 
son of racing legend Niki.

PK Carsport team-mates Longin 
and Kumpen, who spent many years 
together as endurance racing 
co-drivers, jointly lead the points. 
To add further joy for the squad, 
teenager Neal van Vaerenbergh  
made short work of his opposition 
to win both Elite 2 races.
O Carlos Sanderios

RESULTS 

Race 1 1 Yann Zimmer (Ford Mustang), 18 laps 

in 31m04.827s; 2 Bert Longin (Chevrolet SS), 

+0.421s; 3 Anthony Kumpen (Chevy SS); 4 Eddie 

Cheever (Chevy SS); 5 Fabrizio Armetta (Chevy 

SS); 6 Kevin Gilardoni (Chevrolet Camaro). 

Race 2 1 Ander Vilarino (Chevy SS), 13 laps in 

30m15.820s; 2 Borja Garcia (Ford); 3 Longin;  

4 Kumpen; 5 Frederic Gabillon (Chevy Camaro); 

6 Cheever. Points 1= Longin & Kumpen, 83; 

3 Cheever, 78; 4 Mathias Lauda, 73; 5 Christophe 

Bouchut, 71; 6 Freddy Nordstrom, 70.

KEVIN HARVICK ENDED THE 2014 

NASCAR Sprint Cup’s streak of 
different winners to become the 
first repeat victor of the season 
in Darlington’s Southern 500.

With drivers’ win tallies 
determining the Chase field under 
this year’s new system, Harvick’s 
second triumph in his first eight 
races in a Stewart-Haas Racing 
Chevrolet makes his place in the 
title shootout all but certain.

For the second time in a week, the 
field’s dominant car had to do some 
late overtaking after last-minute 
yellows shuffled the order.

Harvick led 238 of the 374 laps that 
ultimately ran, but incidents in the 
closing laps forced two attempts at 
a green-white-chequered finish. 

In the flurry of pitstops that took 
place before the first go, Harvick fell 
to fifth behind cars that had only 
taken on two new tyres. But he had 
sufficient speed to get back up to 
second before the final restart, and 
then blast around the outside of 
Dale Earnhardt Jr with a lap to go.

Earnhardt and Jimmie Johnson gave 
Hendrick Motorsports the remaining 
top-three places, although their 
team-mate Jeff Gordon had been 
the squad’s leading contender 
before losing ground in the late-race 
shake-up and ending up seventh. 
Johnson had come through from

NASCAR EURO  VALENCIA (E), APRIL 12-13  RD 1/6

Vilarino and Zimmer in the frame in Spain

Field thunders
into first corner

D
O

L
E

/L
A

T

T
H

A
C

K
E

R
/L

A
T

Harvick is first two-
time winner of 2014
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Magnussen/Garcia
Corvette won GTLM

Muller/Edwards
BMW was second

Pruett: still going
strong at age 54

R A C E  C E N T R E

UNITED SPORTSCAR  LONG BEACH (USA), APRIL 12 RD 3/13

Ganassi pair are calm under the palms
A CLEAN AND UNEVENTFUL RACE  

doesn’t really lend itself to viral 
YouTube clips. But after a fraught 
beginning for the United SportsCar 
Championship, there were few 
complaints after a tame afternoon 
at Long Beach last weekend.

The series arrived in Southern 
California still stinging from 
criticisms directed towards its 
officiating at Daytona and Sebring, 
but relief came in the form of a 
race that was trouble-free.

There were no cautions, no 
penalties for on-track infractions and, 
aside from a cameo by Joao Barbosa 
during the pitstops, no changes to 
the lead established off the start by 
Chip Ganassi Racing Riley-Ford pair 
Scott Pruett and Memo Rojas.

The duo were in calm command 
through the full 1h40m to eventually 
cross the line 0.759s ahead of the 
Wayne Taylor Racing Dallara Corvette 
shared by Ricky and Jordan Taylor.

“We were all running hard,” said 
Pruett. “It was just short of a 
qualifying lap the whole time. You’re 
trying to be as fast as you can, but 
also hit your marks every time to 
be able to hit your laps. When you 
get 100 minutes like that, and no 
yellows, you can throw a blanket over 
the top three cars. I think it says a lot 
for the championship, what we’re 
doing and where we’re going.”

The prospects of the entire race 
running under greens were thrown 
into doubt at the very first corner, 
where John Pew’s attempt to run 
three-wide through the turn ended 
with his Michael Shank Racing 
Riley-Ford burying itself in the tyres. 
He got it out, only to crash later when 
Michael Valiante spun into his path.

Nevertheless, the racing was able 
to continue uninterrupted, which 
allowed a three-car pursuit pack 
comprising the Action Express 
Coyote Corvette, the Taylor machine, 
and OAK’s Morgan-Nissan to 
maintain the pressure on the leader. 

But while the trio were fast enough 
to prevent the Ganassi car from 
disappearing down the road, they 
didn’t have quite enough to mount 
a serious challenge for the lead. The 
only position changes among the 
podium runners came just after the 
pitstops, when Pruett’s reclaiming 
of Barbosa’s lead was immediately 
followed by the Portuguese 
conceding second to Jordan Taylor.

The P2 cars looked impotent 
against their DP rivals: the quickest 
example was Olivier Pla and Gustavo 
Yacaman’s OAK entry, and that 
finished more than 29s down on the 
winner. Yacaman enjoyed a brief 
battle with the Spirit of Daytona 
Coyote Corvette shared by Richard 
Westbrook and Valiante but, that 
aside, the P2s were largely left to 
fight among themselves.

The only other class on hand was 
GT Le Mans, where Jan Magnussen 
and Antonio Garcia delivered a 
dominant victory for the new 
Corvette C7.R. Garcia shot away 
at the start and had built up a lead 
of more than 10s when he handed 
the car over to Magnussen. That 
advantage shrunk while the Dane 
was at the wheel, but not by enough 
to cause the duo any concern.

Dirk Muller and John Edwards 
were second in their RLL BMW Z4 
GTE, denying the third-placed Oliver 
Gavin and Tommy Milner a Corvette 
one-two by just 0.2s. Earlier, BMW 

had held its own hopes of getting two 
cars onto the podium, but those were 
scuppered when the team was forced 
to change the right-side door on 
Andy Priaulx and Bill Auberlen’s Z4 
during the stop. They’d been running 
third at the time, and the delay 
relegated them to sixth in class.

It was also a tough afternoon for 
Giancarlo Fisichella, whose Risi Ferrari 
suffered a flat tyre late in the race in 
the hands of co-driver Dane Cameron.
O Mark Glendenning

RESULTS

1 Scott Pruett/Memo Rojas (Riley-Ford DP), 

77 laps in 1h40m46.184s; 2 Ricky Taylor/Jordan 

Taylor (Dallara Corvette DP), +0.759s; 3 Joao 

Barbosa/Christian Fittipaldi (Coyote Corvette 

DP); 4 Olivier Pla/Gustavo Yacaman (Morgan- 

Nissan LMP2); 5 Richard Westbrook/Michael 

Valiante (Coyote Corvette DP); 6 Scott Sharp/

Ryan Dalziel (HPD ARX-03b). GTLM 1 Jan 

Magnussen/Antonio Garcia (Chevrolet Corvette 

C7.R); 2 Dirk Muller/John Edwards (BMW Z4 GTE); 

3 Oliver Gavin/Tommy Milner (Corvette); 4 Nick 

Tandy/Richard Lietz (Porsche 911 RSR); 5 Patrick 

Long/Michael Christensen (Porsche); 6 Bill 

Auberlen/Andy Priaulx (BMW). Points 1 Barbosa/

Fittipaldi, 98; 2 Pruett/Rojas, 93; 3 Taylor/Taylor, 

91; 4 Pla/Yacaman, 84. GTLM 1 Auberlen/Priaulx, 

90; 2 Lietz/Tandy, 88; 3 Christensen/Long, 86; 

4= Muller/Edwards & Gavin/Milner, 84. 

Californian cakewalk
for Pruett and Rojas

D
O

L
E

/L
A

T





49

APRIL 17 2014  AUTOSPORT.COM  49

Sato leads Roda
at the restart

R A C E  C E N T R E

KIMIYA SATO’S CONSIDERED, 

unflappable delivery of English 
was mirrored in his driving in 
Marrakech’s opening round 
of the Auto GP series.

While errors, misfortune, 
ineptitude and overambition 
accounted for many of his rivals, the 
Kobe racer stayed clear of trouble to 
kickstart his season with a win. The 
returning 2013 Auto GP runner-up 
is committed to further outings in 
the series with Euronova Racing, 
alongside his primary commitments 
in GP2 for Campos.

Kevin Giovesi claimed pole 
position in a lean 13-car field. The 
Italian had starred on a number of 
occasions last year after switching 
from GP2 to a second Ghinzani 
Auto GP entry. After three front-row 
starts, Giovesi finally came good with 
new entrant Eurotech Engineering. 
The team emerged from the stillborn 
Spanish Puma 3 M-Sport project 

thanks to the efforts of former 
Durango GP2 boss Ivone Pinton.

Giovesi led experienced Zele Racing 
team-mates Sergio Campana and 
Tamas Pal Kiss into the first turn, as 
behind, front-row starter Markus 
Pommer’s engine went into safety 
mode after the temperature rose 
excessively, the German dropping to 
11th at the completion of lap one. 
Giovesi appeared comfortable in 
front, extending a 1.5s lead by lap 
four, and a 5.8s gap to fourth-placed 
Sato. But three laps later, the 
Eurotech man’s pitlane speed limiter 
erroneously activated at the last 
corner, gifting Kiss the lead.

Giovesi instantly tried to recover 
his position with a supremely bold 
dive down the inside at Turn 1. 
The result was predictable: he slid 
sideways, and innocent party Kiss 
was forced to drive head-on into 
a tyrewall in evasive action.

“It was my error,” admitted 

trophy was in Palmer Audi,” said 
the charismatic restauranteur.

Pommer made amends for reigning 
champion Super Nova by streaking to 
a fine win in the reversed-grid race. 
Sato finished second ahead of Kiss, 
who charged through the field from 
a last-row starting position. Virtuosi 
UK’s Auto GP debutant Dejonghe 
held second until two laps from home, 
and the Belgian dropped to fourth 
when he was punted off the road at 
the final corner by a wayward La Rosa.
O Peter Mills

RESULTS

Race 1 1 Kimiya Sato (Euronova Racing), 22 

laps in 36m52.629s; 2 Michele La Rosa (MLR 71 

by Euronova), +12.573s; 3 Giuseppe Cipriani 

(Ibiza Racing); 4 Michela Cerruti (Super Nova 

International); 5 Sam Dejonghe (Virtuosi UK);  

6 Loris Spinelli (Eurotech Engineering). Race 2 

1 Markus Pommer (Super Nova), 19 laps in 

29m08.490s; 2 Sato, +23.615s; 3 Tamas Pal Kiss 

(Zele Racing); 4 Andrea Roda (Virtuosi); 5 Cerruti; 

6 La Rosa. Points 1 Sato, 40; 2 Pommer, 26; 3 La 

Rosa, 24; 4 Cerruti, 20; 5 Cipriani, 19; 6 Roda, 16.

AUTO GP  MARRAKECH (MA), APRIL 12-13 RD 1/8

Classy Sato avoids Moroccan mayhem
Giovesi. “I tried to brake late where 
there is a bump. It’s such a shame 
as my car had been really fantastic.”

New leader Campana headed a 
gaggle of cars into the pitlane to 
take their mandatory stops under 
safety car conditions. In a day of 
misfortune for Zele boss Michael 
Zele, Campana’s car would be ruled 
out of contention through stalling.

The dramas handed Sato the lead, 
and the Japanese was somewhat 
fortunate that early pitstoppers Sam 
Dejonghe, Loris Spinelli and Michela 
Cerruti were delayed behind the 
safety car for three laps before 
being waved through, effectively 
losing a lap in the process.

Dejonghe’s Virtuosi team-mate 
Andrea Roda was promoted to 
second, but swiftly adopted a 
defensive position on the restart 
owing to the attentions of a charging 
Pommer in his wheeltracks.

Ex-Formula 2 winner Pommer 
would spin out of third following a 
lunge down the inside of Roda into 
the final hairpin. An error would also 
prove costly for Roda, who lost an 
apparent safe second by finding 
the barriers at the penultimate 
chicane on the last lap. 

Sato survived a nervy moment, 
clouting a kerb to take a 12.5s margin 
of victory over team-mate Michele 
La Rosa. The Italian’s fellow mature 
driver Giuseppe Cipriani completed 
the podium, driving a sensible race 
after gearbox gremlins in practice. 
“I think the last time I picked up a 
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Pommer heads
reversed-grid scrum

Left to right: La Rosa,
team boss Sospiri,
Sato and Cipriani
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Toyota is relying on 
tried-and-tested tech 
for its WEC assault

  If you think F1’s new breed of turbos are revolutionary, they’re nothing compared to the latest  
  top-level world sportscars. GARY WATKINS is your guide ahead of Silverstone’s WEC opener  

EFFICIENCY DRIVE

S
portscar racing at the very 
highest level has undergone  
a seismic shift. Terms such as 
power and performance are 
now oh-so passé and have  
been replaced by a new buzz 
word – efficiency. It’s the 
cornerstone of a revolutionary 
set of new LMP1 regulations 
that come into force with  
the opening round of the  
2014 World Endurance 

Championship at Silverstone on Sunday.  
The guiding principle is that each car is given 

an amount of energy – both fuel in the tank and 
that generated by its hybrid system – that it can 
use each lap. It’s then up to the engineers, the 
team and, of course, the driver to go as fast as 
possible using that energy. And the emphasis  
on energy recuperation, part of the P1 landscape 
for the past two seasons, has been increased. 
Allowing two hybrid systems and increasing the 
amount of energy that can be returned to the 
track is all in the name of efficiency, of course. 

Hybrid power, though, is not free power. There 
is a sliding scale of fuel allowed that reduces with 
the amount of retrieved energy allowed to be 

THE ULTIMATE 

returned to the track. There are four sub-
categories in what is known as the LMP1-H class 
(that’s H for hybrid), but there is an incentive  
in the regulations to run in the highest class 
allowing for eight megajoules per lap of Le Mans 
(and a percentage of that figure at other tracks).

The challenge to these regulations has been 
met in entirely different ways by the three 
manufacturers – Audi, Toyota and Porsche – 
chasing glory in the WEC and at its blue-riband 
round, the Le Mans 24 Hours. That goes for  
the fuel they use, the means by which and the 
amount of energy they retrieve and the way they 
store it (see team-by-team listings over the page).

IS IT REALLY RACING?
According to the ACO and the FIA, yes. And the 
manufacturers are most definitely singing from 
the same song sheet on this one. 

The message is that each car has a set fuel 
allocation and has to go as fast as possible 
without exceeding it, and as fast as possible 
throughout the whole race. That’s the crucial 
difference between the new rules and the old 
Group C fuel formula of the 1980s. There can  
be no saving of fuel to be used later in the race. 
This time around it’s strict allocation for every 
racing lap, which has removed the spectre of cars 
slowing in the final stages of a race to get back on 
their fuel schedule.  

Speak privately to some of the drivers, however,  
and they’re not quite so sure. New rules demand 
a new style of driving – a fuel-efficient style.  
And what has been the great means of fuel saving 
down the years in sportscar racing? Lifting early 
and braking later. 

Whether this is how the factories instruct their 
drivers to get the most out of the fuel available 

2014 WEC CALENDAR
DATE LOCATION
April 20 Silverstone (GB)
May 3 Spa-Francorchamps (B)
June 14-15 Le Mans 24 Hours (F)
September 20 Austin (USA)
October 12 Fuji (J)
November 2 Shanghai (PRC)
November 15 Bahrain (BH)
November 30 Interlagos (BR)

per lap is unclear. Yet everything is pointing to  
a less frenetic style of racing. The last of the late 
brakers could be a breed of driver consigned to 
the history books. 

CAN THE RULES BE ENFORCED?
The FIA and the ACO say yes. Evidence from 
Formula 1 might suggest otherwise, witness 
Daniel Ricciardo’s disqualification from the 
opening grand prix in Australia last month.

The FIA is confident that the sensor, which 
measures fuel flow rather than controlling it, is 
accurate to +/-0.25 per cent, and reliable, too. The 
manufacturers, publicly at least, suggest that this 
is the case as well.  

WHAT IF THE CARS USE TOO MUCH ENERGY?
They are penalised, pure and simple, whether 
they use too much fuel or return too much 
retrieved energy to the track. The race officials 
will know because both the Gill sensor and the 
torque sensors, which measure the hybrid energy, 
send information back to race control. 
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Porsche’s sportscar 
comeback has not 

been without hiccups

There’s a sliding scale of penalties that starts 
with the second offence and begins with a 
drive-through and then continues with a 
draconian set of stop-go penalties. The prospect 
of P1 cars sitting in the pitlane serving stop-go 
penalties of up to a minute in the six-hour races 
and two minutes at Le Mans is very real indeed.

WILL THE CARS BE FAST?
That’s the idea: to go as fast as before, but using 
25 per cent less fuel. We still don’t know the 
ultimate pace of each of the manufacturer LMP1 
entries, even after the official WEC test at Paul 
Ricard at the end of March. 

The times at the two-day test, which were 
topped by Porsche, should be dismissed. Each 
manufacturer was running through its own test 
programme and not going for pure performance 
on a track the WEC does not visit. 

Porsche’s table-topping time was still more 
than two seconds faster than the best time set  
by one of the privateer Rebellion Lola-Toyotas at 
last year’s test (which the manufacturers didn’t 
attend). That’s a similar difference in pace 
between the factory cars and the top independent 
runner last season. This suggests the new P1 cars 
will be just as fast as their predecessors. 

WILL IT BE EQUAL?
The new rules have been devised to end the 
petrol versus diesel equivalency debate that raged 
from the moment Audi pitched up with the R18 
TDI in 2006. The rules are based on pure science, 
followed by detailed calculations and simulations 
by the rule makers, so the playing field should 
have been levelled once and for all. 

There is a but, however. The so-called 
Equivalency of Technology rules are designed to 

SILVERSTONE TIMETABLE
FRIDAY, APRIL 18
09:00-09:40   F3 European Championship Free practice
09:45-10:20  F3 European Championship Free practice
10:35-11:35  European Le Mans Series Free practice 
11:55-13:25  World Endurance Champ’ Free practice 
13:40-14:00  F3 European Championship Qualifying 1
14:10-15:40  ELMS Free practice
15:55-15:25  WEC Free practice 
17:40-18:00  F3 European Championship Qualifying 2

SATURDAY, APRIL 19
09:00-10:00  WEC Free practice 
10:20  F3 Race 1 – 35 minutes
11:05-11:25  ELMS Qualifying (GTE & GTC)
11:30-11:50  ELMS Qualifying (LMP2)
12:00-12:25  WEC Qualifying (GTE Pro & Am)
12:35-1300  WEC Qualifying (LMP1 & LMP2)
13:20  F3 Race 2 – 35 mins
14:30  ELMS Race – 4 hours

SUNDAY, APRIL 20
09:15  F3 Race 3 – 35 minutes
12:00  WEC Race – 6 Hours

iron out the differences between petrol and diesel 
engines. (Diesel burns more efficiently, but there 
is a penalty in terms of weight and extra cooling.) 

The final fuel table was published late, which 
suggests that the debate in the smoke-filled room 
between the manufacturers was heated to say the 
least as each fought its corner. As does the fact 
that the ACO and FIA has invoked its right to 
tweak the figures – in favour of the petrol-
powered machinery – that were published in the 
final regulations in December on the basis of 
information supplied by the manufacturers from 
pre-season testing. 

There should definitely be an end to the  
public race-by-race bickering. The fuel table is 
fixed up to and including Le Mans, which takes 

place in June. Any adjustment after the 24  
Hours will then be set in stone for a further 
12-month period. 

WHAT TECHNOLOGY IS BEST?
Each of the manufacturers says that its 
calculations and simulations suggest it has got  
it right in terms of engine configuration and 
hybrid systems. The truth is that they can’t  
all be correct. 

But then that’s the whole point of motor 
racing: you build a car to a certain set of rules  
and go out on track to prove you are better than 
everyone else. And that’s why the 2014 WEC is 
going to be so intriguing when it kicks off at 
Silverstone on Sunday. 
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#7 
Alex 

Wurz A

Stephane 

Sarrazin F

Kazuki 

Nakajima J

#8 
Anthony 

Davidson GB

Nicolas 

Lapierre F

Sebastien 

Buemi CH °

THE TECHNOLOGY
3.7-litre normally-
aspirated petrol V8, 
front- and rear-axle 
energy retrieval, 
running in 6MJ class, 
supercapacitor 
energy-storage system

TOYOTA RACING Toyota TS040 HYBRID

#1 
Tom  

Kristensen DK

Loic  

Duval F

Lucas  

di Grassi BR

#2
Andre 

Lotterer D

Benoit  

Treluyer F

Marcel 

Fassler CH

#3
*

Oliver 

Jarvis GB

Marco  

Bonanomi I

Filipe 

Albuquerque P

#14
Romain 

Dumas F

Neel 

Jani CH

Marc 

Lieb D

#20
Timo 

Bernhard D

Mark 

Webber AUS °

Brendon 

Hartley NZ

Audi defends its WEC and Le Mans crowns with a new car still bearing the R18 
monicker – and still using front-axle energy recovery only. Its decision to drop its 
turbo-driven system and run in the lowest hybrid sub-class was the shock of the 
off-season, but the manufacturer insists it was the right way forward, given the  
weight handicap of running a diesel car. Lucas di Grassi steps up to fill the shoes  
of the retired Allan McNish in the full-season line-up. 

Porsche’s long-awaited return to the pinnacle of sportscar racing for the first time since 
1998 appears to have been hauled back on track after what outsiders, at least, have 
viewed as a disastrous start. A major vibration with its V4 led to a major redesign, which 
wasn’t resolved until five months into its test programme. Reliability at the Ricard WEC 
test – and, to a lesser degree, pace – suggest Porsche can at the very least meet its aim 
of finishing races, being competitive and collecting some silverware in its first year back.

Toyota returns for its most concerted assault on the WEC since it came back into top-line 
international sportscar racing in 2012. The two-car team is set in stone from the outset 
(which wasn’t the case last season), and the team is better prepared for what appears to 
be the big push timed to coincide with the new regulations. Toyota relies on tried-and-
tested hybrid technology and, unlike last year, starts the year with the high-downforce 
version of its car. Nicolas Lapierre and Stephane Sarrazin swap places in the line-up. 

THE TECHNOLOGY
4.0-litre single-
turbo diesel engine, 
front-axle energy-
recovery, running  
in 2MJ class, 
flywheel energy-
storage system

THE TECHNOLOGY
2.0-litre single-turbo 
direct-injection petrol 
V4, front-axle and 
exhaust-gas energy 
retrieval, running in 6MJ 
class, lithium ion battery 
energy-storage system

AUDI SPORT TEAM JOEST Audi R18 e-tron quattro

PORSCHE TEAM Porsche 919 Hybrid

* Spa and Le Mans only

TEAM
BY
TEAM

LMP1
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#21
Danny 

Watts GB

Jonny 

Kane GB

Nick 

Leventis GB

#26 
Olivier 

Pla F

Roman  

Rusinov RU

Julien 

Canal F

#22
John 

Martin AUS

Oliver 

Turvey GB

Fabien 

Giroix F

#23
Mike 

Conway GB

Shinji 

Nakano J

Stefan 

Johansson S

#27
Nicolas  

Minassian F

Sergey  

Zlobin RU

Maurizio  

Mediani I

#37 
Kirill  

Ladygin RU

Anton  

Ladygin RU

Viktor  

Shaitar RU

STRAKKA RACING Strakka Dome-Nissan S103

G-DRIVE RACING (OAK) Morgan-Nissan LMP2

KCMG ORECA-Nissan 03

MILLENNIUM RACING ORECA-Nissan 03

SMP RACING ORECA-Nissan 03

#9 
Christijan 

Albers NL °

TBC 

TBC 

#12
Nick 

Heidfeld D

Nicolas 

Prost F

Mathias 

Beche CH

#13 
Andrea 

Belicchi I

Fabio 

Leimer CH °

Dominik 

Kraihamer A

The best P1 privateer of the past few years has taken the ambitious step of 
commissioning a bespoke chassis from French constructor ORECA to meet the 
challenge of the new rules. The only problem is that the decision came late, which  
goes a long way to explaining why it will almost certainly be racing its Lolas at Silverstone 
and possibly even Spa. Despite that, the Anglo-Swiss team has high expectations for the 
new car when it does arrive and aims to be snapping at the heels of the factories.

The German Lotus team moves up to LMP1 with an all-new car that shares little with its 
P2 predecessor. That’s one reason why it’s late and will miss Silverstone. The other is a 
late switch of engine from a Audi DTM-based V8 to the AER turbo, which forced a major 
redesign of the rear end. The car is due to be crash tested next week and should be out 
at Spa, the team promises. Christijan Albers is the only confirmed driver so far, but Pierre 
Kaffer and Christophe Bouchut are set to be his team-mates at Spa and Le Mans. 

One of the forthcoming breed of new coupes is going to move the goalposts in 
P2 – and new Strakka Dome could be that car. But so far the car has yet to run 
properly, for undisclosed reasons, and won’t be at either Silverstone or Spa in 
May after the team opted to focus on testing ahead of Le Mans. 

Reigning champion OAK Racing returns with a solo Morgan – set to be replaced 
post-Le Mans by the new Ligier JSP2 coupe – run under the G-Drive banner. The 
line-up of Olivier Pla, Roman Rusinov (now upgraded from silver to gold) and former 
GTE Am frontrunner Julien Canal should be capable of more than holding its own. 

The Chinese entrant takes on the full WEC after testing the 
waters last year. It’s playing catch-up after a switch from Morgan 
to ORECA and from Michelins to Dunlops, but it arguably has the 
best driver line-up in class courtesy of Matt Howson’s silver status.

The most successful team in terms of wins in P2 last season, Delta-ADR fields a 
pair of ORECAs under the Millennium banner. This team got more out of the ORECA-
Nissan package in 2013 than its rivals and, with two strong driver line-ups (if not 
quite at the level of its lead car last year), it must start the campaign as favourite.  

Russian entrant SMP fields a pair of ORECA-Nissans run by AF Corse, which 
previously masterminded the Pecom P2 entry. Prototype stalwart Nicolas Minassian 
moves over from Pecom to lead the line-up, but it could be the all-Russian car of the 
Ladygin brothers and Viktor Shaitar that’s more competitive over a race distance. THE TECHNOLOGY

Twin-turbo 
direct-injection V6 
(more than 2.3 
litres), non-hybrid 
running in LMP1-L 
(Light) class

THE TECHNOLOGY
3.4-litre normally-
aspirated petrol 
V8, non-hybrid 
running in LMP1-L 
(Light) class

LOTUS-AER T129

REBELLION RACING Rebellion-Toyota R-One & Lola-Toyota B12/60
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Aston Martin Racing must start as 
favourite to defend the GTE Am title it 
won last year with Jamie Campbell-
Walter and Stuart Hall in Roald 
Goethe’s Vantage. New rules demand  
a bronze-rated driver in each category, 
and Kristian Poulsen and Paul Dalla 
Lana, both quick silvers last year, have 
been downgraded a category.

Poulsen shares with Nicki Thiim and 
reigning LMP2 WEC champion David 
Heinemeier Hansson at Silverstone 
and Le Mans, and will have a worthy 
replacement for the remainder of the 
series when Richie Stanway joins the 
squad. Canadian Dalla Lana, meanwhile, 
is joined by Pedro Lamy and Christopher 
Nygaard for the full campaign.

The AF Corse-run 8Star Ferrari 
squad, which was twice a winner last 
season, with a driver line up made up  
of team boss Enzo Potolicchio, 
Gianluca Roda and Paolo Ruberti is  
a potential frontrunner again. The  
same goes for Ram’s AM car,  
which Johnny Mowlem shares with  
Ben Collins (now rated as a silver after 

a couple of years of inactivity) and, for 
four of the races, Mark Patterson.

A dark horse could be the ProSpeed 
Porsche, an old-style 997-shape 
GT3-RSR, driven by sportscar stalwart 
Emmanuel Collard, Francois Perrodo, 
who showed impressive pace at the 
end of last year’s ELMS, and Formula 
Renault 3.5 driver Matthieu Vaxiviere.

#51
Gianmaria 

Bruni I

Toni 

Vilander FIN

#71
James 

Calado GB

Davide 

Rigon I

#91
Patrick 

Pilet F

Jorg 

Bergmeister D

Nick 

Tandy GB*

#92
Frederick 

Makowiecki F

Marco 

Holzer F

Richard 

Lietz A*

#97
Darren 

Turner GB

Stefan 

Mucke D

#99 
Darryl 

O’Young PRC

Alex 

MacDowall GB

Fernando 

Rees BR

#62
Matt 

Griffin IRL

Alvaro 

Parente P °

AF CORSE Ferrari 458 Italia PORSCHE TEAM MANTHEY Porsche 911 RSR

ASTON MARTIN RACING Aston Martin Vantage GTE RAM RACING Ferrari 458 Italia

Ferrari defends the teams’ and drivers’ titles it won 
last year, with Toni Vilander sharing full-time with 
Gianmaria Bruni, and its new pairing of sportscar 
newcomer James Calado and Davide Rigon. Ferrari 
believes it is still disadvantaged by the Balance of 
Performance. If that’s the case, given the GTE cars 
have been frozen in spec for 2014, it’ll need some 
more Bruni brilliance for a successful title defence.

The updated RSR of last year’s Bahrain finale turned 
the 991-shape car into a competitive proposition on 
tracks that make up the bulk of the WEC calendar. 
Success in the United SportsCar Championship 
already this year suggests it can emulate 2013’s  
Le Mans success elsewhere. New factory driver 
Frederick Makowiecki and Marco Holzer join the 
line-up in place of Richard Lietz and Marc Lieb.

AMR went into the last year’s finale leading the 
drivers’ and teams’ points, but missed out. The aim is 
put that right now in the year it originally planned for 
title success. A tie-up with the Anglo-Asian Craft- 
Bamboo squad has filled its second car, but this trio 
may struggle to stay with Darren Turner and Stefan 
Mucke. A BoP tweak has raised the rideheight, but 
the car has a 15kg weight break to compensate.

Silverstone-based Ram steps up to run a solo  
Pro car alongside its Am entry on its graduation  
to the WEC after winning the ELMS GTE titles. It’s 
an ambitious move for a privateer to jump into a 
class that is the playground of the factory teams. 
However, it believes it will be equal to the task and 
can turn a few heads in 2014, especially after 
getting Alvaro Parente on loan from McLaren.

GTE PRO

GTE AM

*Silverstone and Le Mans only
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Europe. With Kouros on board, the Puerto Rican 
signed up with West-Tec – a feather in the cap 
for the team to attract a Mercedes-backed driver.

This series of happy coincidences culminated 
in Serralles topping the times on the first day  
of last week’s Red Bull Ring test. A contender  
for success in 2014? Possibly. A dark horse?  
Most definitely. 

West-Tec commercial director John Miller,  S
tephen Jelley probably doesn’t even 
realise this himself. But, if Team 
West-Tec enjoys success on its maiden 
foray into the Formula 3 European 
Championship, then the amiable 
ex-F3/British Touring Car race  
winner and aspiring GT racer can  
claim to have played a crucial –  
if rather vicarious – role. 

When Jelley raced in British F3 in 2005  
with Menu Motorsport, his engineer was 
Greek-Australian Mick Kouros, who then  
moved to Fortec Motorsport. Leicester-based 
Jelley’s property-developer father, says Kouros, 
“did a mega deal on a house” in Corby, not too  
far away from Fortec’s Daventry base. 

Corby-based West-Tec decided last year to 
expand upon its super-successful European F3 
Open squad and become the fifth British team  
in the FIA championship. At the same time, 
Kouros, with 42 years in motorsport under  
his belt, was winding down from his team 
managership role at Fortec. 

“I wanted to spend more time with my wife  

at home, and no longer wanted to run a team  
and have the extra working hours and additional 
pressures,” he explains. “I was approached by  
half a dozen people, one of which was West-Tec. 
They’re only 10 minutes from my home.” 

Kouros’s presence was a big draw for Felix 
Serralles. A proven race winner in British F3 with 
Fortec in 2012, his confidence was crushed in a 
never-ending series of accidents last year in 

Serralles flew in
pre-season testing

Kouros has four
decades of motorsport
experience to draw on

  Team West-Tec is stepping up to Formula 3’s top level this year with Puerto Rican rising star  
  Felix Serralles and British driver Hector Hurst. MARCUS SIMMONS finds out why – and how  
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“I’ll give a driver a 
bollocking if he needs  
it, but I’ll also give him  
a kiss and a cuddle”
WEST-TEC CHIEF ENGINEER MICK KOUROS

Britain’s new 
European F3 team
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two Central European tests in Hungary and 
Austria. The Hungaroring outing therefore 
doubled as a shakedown, but Serralles showed  
his speed a few days later at the Red Bull Ring.

“I believe he’s exceptionally talented,” says 
Kouros. “If I can provide him with a good car,  
he will deliver and grow in confidence. He’s  
easy to work with, no aggro – he’s just been 
frustrated in the past.” 

Kouros’s nurturing of Serralles’s fellow  
Latin Pipo Derani in the latter stages of 2013  
paid spectacular dividends. “I’ll give a driver  
a bollocking if he needs one,” he smiles, “but  
I’ll also give him a kiss and a cuddle – and  
I do cuddle them! Pipo’s hugs ended in  
amazing results.” 

With both Serralles and Kouros having  
two years of experience with the current-
generation car, you might expect that to give 
West-Tec a flying start to its FIA campaign.  
But Kouros counsels that the new engines  
and electronics have turned the machines  
into very different animals. 

“I’m not thinking we can kick arse,” he  
says, “because this is like having a completely 
different car. The set-up and technique of  
driving it are different, and the paddle-shift 
gearbox has affected the braking. You may find 
rookies doing exceptionally well, especially those 
used to paddle-shift from Formula Renault.”

Which, if anything, justifies West-Tec’s 
decision to enter the fray at this point.  
“This is a good time to come in,” says Miller. 
“Everybody’s got to learn, and we feel we’re 
coming in with a proper business plan, good  
staff and good drivers.”  

59

Who’s the favourite for honours when the  
F3 European Championship kicks off at 
Silverstone this weekend? Most would say Felix 
Rosenqvist, the Swedish F3 veteran who, after 
finishing a close runner-up in 2013, is returning 
for a fourth season with Mucke Motorsport.

But beyond him, it’s very tough to call…  
Yes, Lucas Auer will be quick on his switch  
to Mucke, Britons Jordan King, Tom Blomqvist 
and Jake Dennis should shine with Carlin, and 
Formula Renault graduates Antonio Fuoco and 
Esteban Ocon – proteges of the Ferrari and 
Lotus F1 teams respectively – will open eyes 
with Prema Powerteam.

But none of this lot topped the testing charts. 
From the eight sessions held, AUTOSPORT 
compiled a table using the series’ points 
system, and it’s Max Verstappen who emerges 
on top, by one point from Antonio Giovinazzi.

Of course, testing is a wildly different matter to 
qualifying, where it’s a question of extracting the 
time at exactly the right moment. And no one 
knows yet how much extra performance the 
different engine manufacturers have in hand.  
But even so, you have to rate karting superstar 
Verstappen – on board with the same Van 
Amersfoort Racing team that ran his father 22 
years ago – and Giovinazzi – who comes as part 
of an Indonesian-backed Carlin mini-team with 
Blomqvist and Sean Gelael – as contenders. 

Don’t forget, two of the races at Silverstone 
are on Saturday, and you’ll have to be an  
early bird to catch the last on Sunday morning 
before the circuit is given over to the World 
Endurance Championship. 

EUROPEAN F3 2014: 
A VERY OPEN FIELD

Tech tweaks for 2014
help level playing field

Hurst moves up
from F3 Open

Serralles is a
Brit F3 winner

Verstappen tops
test ‘points table’

in whose house Serralles is now living, certainly 
believes so. “I’ve got plenty of respect for all the 
other teams, and I’m not taking anything for 
granted,” he says, “but with the technical team, 
drivers and engine package we’ve got, there’s  
no reason why we can’t challenge.” 

At the pinnacle of that technical team is 
West-Tec founder Gavin Wills, originally 
Plymouth-based (hence the team name) and  
who first set up a race team as a school leaver to 
run himself in junior Formula Ford. The current 
iteration of the squad was set up by Miller and 
Wills, running initially in Club F3 before 
acquiring Racing Engineering’s Spanish F3 set-up 
in 2006. Spanish F3 became European F3 Open in 
’09, and West-Tec has since built a tremendous 
record in the series, running Ed Jones to last 
year’s title – and testing more than 30 drivers 
through ’13! The team will continue to run a 
six-car operation in Open this year. 

Miller estimates that, with the new engine  
and electronics for 2014, the differences between 
Open and FIA F3 are “only a quarter of what they 
were before. There are now restrictions on 
developing bodywork and dampers [in FIA], the 
new engines are heavier, which means the weight 
distribution is closer, and Dallara did a better job 
on the suspension on the current car so teams 
don’t have to develop their own.” 

With Britain’s Hector Hurst, another driver 
from the F3 Open scene, on board, West-Tec 
acquired two cars: one brand-new Dallara, and  
the ex-URD Rennsport machine. As always in 
motorsport it was a late rush to ready the cars, 
with Serralles’s new machine only finished a 
matter of minutes before the truck left for the 
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WEB DIRECTORY
CAR BROKERAGE ENGINES EXHAUSTS

RACEWEAR

GEARBOXES HELMET GRAPHICS MEMORABILIA

THROTTLE & DRY SUMP SYSTEMSRACING OILRACE WEAR

RACE PARTS RACE PRODUCTS

WHEELSTRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

RACE PRODUCTS

MERCHANDISE MODELS RACE CAR MANUFACTURER

RACE RADIO
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS
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RACE & RALLY CARS

MARKETPLACE
CART TYPES MEMORABILIA HOSPITALITY

RACE PRODUCTS
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MARKETPLACE
INSURANCE
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MARKETPLACE
RACE PRODUCTS

IF YOU’D LIKE TO ADVERTISE YOUR 

PRODUCTS AND SERVICES IN THE 

MARKETPLACE CALL:

0208 267 5865
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MARKETPLACE
RACE PRODUCTS

MOTORSPORT JOBS
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And here are the views of some of  
our satisfied clients:

“We received an unexpectedly large amount of responses in 
only a few days. We would definitely consider Autosport for 
any future recruitment needs.”

Jose Santos, Race Engineer Matech Concepts

“At Flybrid Systems we have used Autosport as a single 
source to advertise a range of jobs from design and 
development engineering roles to assembly technicians and 
administrators. We have always had a strong response and 
on the last occasion we received over 200 applications for 6 
posts.”

Jon Hilton FIMechE CEng, Managing Partner, Flybrid Systems LLP

“The decision to advertise for staff in Autosport was easy 
as the magazine is one of the most widely read motorsport 
publications in the world. The resulting response also met our 
expectations providing us with a large number of high quality 
candidates. What exceeded our expectations was the friendly 
and helpful nature of the Autosport staff who helped us with 
the timing and preparation of our advertisement. I would 
recommend the use of Autosport to any organization looking 
to recruit staff in our business.”

Steve Hallam, Director of Competition, Michael Waltrip Racing
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A FATAL ACCIDENT AT 

Hockenheim followed by two  

serious incidents at Silverstone’s 

Vintage Sports-Car Club season 

opener that left one competitor in  

a controlled coma and two more in 

hospital marred two big historic 

racing events last weekend.

Al Fleming, 69, died in Germany 

on Friday during qualifying for the 

Jim Clark Revival event’s Triumph 

Competition & British GTs set. 

The Liverpudlian, now based in 

Scotland, was running a provisional 

fourth when the family Lotus Elan he  

was driving slid under braking and 

rolled when he tried to correct it. 

Fleming’s son Nick, 38, was 

waiting to take the car over in the 

pitlane when the crash occurred and 

has since reviewed the onboard 

camera footage of the accident.

“Dad was driving beautifully,”  

said Nick, winner of the last three 

C L U B  A U T O S P O R T
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THIS WEEK IS A DARK ONE FOR 
our news pages. Much is rendered 
inconsequential when somebody  
dies, and that is the tragic situation  
this week following popular racer  
Al Fleming’s death at Hockenheim last 
Friday. And if that was not bad enough, 
it was compounded by subsequent 
accidents at the Vintage Sports-Car 
Club’s Spring Start meeting at 
Silverstone over the following two 
days, both of which have had serious 
consequences for those involved.

Our immediate thoughts are, of 
course, with Al Fleming’s family and 
friends during this difficult time – and 
we extend our very best wishes to 
Garry Whyte, John Turner and Richard 
Bishop-Miller in the hope that they 
make full recoveries. 

But the bad news doesn’t stop 
there, because two younger drivers 
endured accidents of their own over 
the past seven days. 

Freddie Lee, son of racing legend 
Barry, was injured in the second 
Pickups race at Brands Hatch last 
weekend, breaking a leg. He had been 
fifth in the opener, winning his class, 
before the accident, but intends to 
return for the next round at Rockingham. 

Much like Lee, Jack Barlow is aiming 
to be on the grid for the next round of 
his championship, despite a serious 
crash of his own. The British Formula 
Ford driver went off at Thruxton’s 
125mph Goodwood corner, rolling 
three times. He was kept in hospital  
for 24 hours, but hopes to be back  
this weekend at Donington Park.

We should always be grateful when 
drivers can walk away from serious 
accidents and target a swift return to 
competition. The repercussions of  
the Hockenheim and Silverstone 
crashes only strengthen that further. 

NATIONAL  RACING  O H ISTORICS  O RALLYCROSS O H ILLCLIMB O TRACK TESTS

SCOTT 
MITCHELL
ASSISTANT
EDITOR
scott.mitchell@
haymarket.com
@ScottMitchell89

Racer killed at Hockenheim
  Fleming dies in tragic accident as Silverstone racers are hospitalised  

AUTOSPORT 3 Hours. “He was clearly 

enjoying himself. It was at an innocuous

flat-out curve [the Parabolika]. Dad 

was on it when the back end stepped 

out. He tried to correct it, then braked 

hard, but the car dug in and barrel 

rolled. I would have done no different.

“There was nothing anybody could 

do, but Mum and I found a lot of 

support at the circuit. We have also 

had messages subsequently. There was 

a minute’s silence in Dad’s memory on 

the grid, [former MSA chairman] John 

Grant said kind words before the 

Can-Am race and Al was remembered 

at the Jim Clark commemoration, for 

which we are very grateful.”

Meanwhile, VSCC racer Garry 

Whyte, 26, remained in a controlled 

coma in Coventry & Warwickshire 

Hospital as AUTOSPORT closed  

for press, having rolled the 1921 GN 

Gnome he was racing while disputing 

the lead of Silverstone’s annual GP  

Itala and Lanchester Trophies race 

on Saturday.

The Glaswegian had caught Justin 

Maeers when he rolled at Brooklands, 

and a witness reported the car landed 

on Whyte as he was thrown out of it. 

His helmet was damaged and he was 

worked on trackside before being 

transferred to the circuit’s medical 

centre, and then to Coventry where 

he underwent cranial surgery to 

relieve pressure on his brain.  

“Garry is strong and incredibly 

enthusiastic,” said car owner Nick 

Topliss, who drove to the hospital in 

the wake of Whyte’s accident and 

remained there until the driver’s 

parents arrived from Scotland.  

“All we can do is keep everything 

crossed and hope for his recovery.”

Sunday’s incident at Silverstone 

was triggered when two 500cc 

Formula 3 cars collided at Becketts. 

John Turner’s Cooper Mk9 rolled 

over Richard Bishop-Miller’s Revis 

with Turner, 76, suffering three 

broken ribs and a punctured lung 

when he fell out of his machine.  

He is expected to be discharged 

home within a couple of days.

Bishop-Miller sustained a crushed 

vertebrae in his lower back and was 

extricated from his car on a body 

board. He will be in Northampton 

Hospital until this settles, but may 

face surgery to stabilise the injury. H
A
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VSCC racer Whyte (114) 
remains in a coma

S
T

Y
L

E
S

JO
N

E
S

Fleming was driving family
Lotus when he crashed

Lee fractured his
leg in Brands crash
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Onslow-Cole adds Spanish GT 
races in Mosler to 2014 schedule
FORMER BRITISH TOURING CAR 
title contender Tom Onslow-Cole  
has added a Spanish GT Championship 
campaign for this year.

The 26-year-old recently left the 
tin-top series to pursue a career in GT 
racing and is tackling the British GT 
Championship this season in a Nissan 
GT-R NISMO GT3, which he will now 
dovetail with the Spanish series.

Onslow-Cole was approached by 
Javier Morcillo, who runs a Mosler MT900 
in the series and in Britcar in the UK.  
He competed in the opening round at 
Navarra last weekend, where he drove 
with Alberto de Martin and narrowly 
missed out on a podium finish.

Onslow-Cole said he accepted the 

BRITISH FORMULA FORD RACER

Jack Barlow intends to race this 
weekend at Donington Park after 
escaping a 125mph testing crash at 
Thruxton without serious injury.

The Jamun Racing driver, who 
switched to the series after a 
race-winning BRDC Formula 4 
campaign in 2013, rolled his Mygale 
at the fast Goodwood right-hander.

His visor was torn off in the 
impact but despite the hefty crash, 
in which he rolled three times, and 

subsequent trip to hospital, the 
youngster was optimistic of being 
on the grid at Donington. 

“I’m recovering quite well at  
the moment,” said Barlow, who  
was awaiting a final clearance from 
doctors as AUTOSPORT went to 
print. “They needed to keep me in 
for 24 hours in case of concussion 
but they let me go the next night. 

“It hasn’t put me off so you’ll 
definitely see me on the grid if I’m 
allowed. When we spoke to the 

doctors they explained that I was 
extremely lucky to come away 
without more serious injuries. 
Thankfully it wasn’t worse.”

Falcon Motorsport driver 
Harrison Scott topped the 
Thruxton test, 0.004s faster than 
JTR’s Sam Brabham. Series leader 
Jayde Kruger was sixth fastest.

The other British Touring Car 
support categories were also 
present for the official test day. Josh 
Cook was quickest of the 10-car 

Renault Clio Cup UK contingent, 
while Ginetta GT4 Supercup and 
Junior points leaders Andrew 
Watson and Jack Mitchell topped 
their respective sessions.

Victor Jimenez was a surprise 
Porsche Carrera Cup GB pacesetter, 
marginally faster than double 
champion Michael Meadows.  
BTCC squad Welch Motorsport 
appeared with its Porsche 991 for 
the first time, running Mark Cole  
to seventh quickest.

drive in order to gain more GT experience.
“This is a brilliant opportunity for me  

to gain a lot of seat time in a fast and 
challenging GT car,” he commented. 
“Although the British GT Championship 
is my main focus this year, I will give 
these other championships my all.”

Barlow unhurt in 125mph FFord crash

Barlow should return to
FFord grid after crash

Onslow-Cole was
fourth at Navarra

King tested
at Thruxton

“I can’t wait to get back out again  
and can’t thank Porsche enough for the 
opportunity,” he said. “I know Donington 
Park well and hopefully I’ll be in a 
position to race at the front.”

Former single-seater racer King 
tested the 991 at Thruxton last week 
ahead of his debut at the venue in May.

Graeme Mundy has also confirmed 
that he will be rejoining the series with 
In2 Racing, having last competed in  
the Carrera Cup in 2008.

Coates, King to
make Carrera
Cup debuts in
Porsche VIP car
MAX COATES AND OSCAR KING
will make their Porsche Carrera Cup GB
debuts in one-off appearances in the 
next events at Donington Park and 
Thruxton respectively.

The pair will be getting behind the 
wheel of the championship’s ‘guest’ 
Porsche 991 GT3, which is being  
run by Parr Motorsport. Former Ginetta 
racer Coates is aiming to emulate Ben 
Barker, who claimed two wins in the  
car at Brands Hatch last month.
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The voice of club racing

The death of Al Fleming at 
Hockenheim last Friday – and 
injuries sustained by Garry 

Whyte, Richard Bishop-Miller and 
John Turner in two accidents at 
Silverstone last weekend – have 
started the 2014 historic season  
on a painful and difficult note.

When you’ve been around the 
scene as long at I have (37 years as 
a journalist with AUTOSPORT this 
July, in addition to commentating 
and, infrequently these days, racing), 
inevitably you get to know many 
drivers, some if only peripherally.

That makes reporting and 
commentary hugely pleasurable,  
but also much more demanding 
when you are well-acquainted  
with perhaps two thirds of the 
competitors in some grids at 
meetings with perhaps three or four 
hundred entrants. It’s great fun when 
all goes smoothly, but should things 
go badly wrong, either in your 
sightline or – immeasurably worse 
– out of it, the job becomes more 
challenging. I knew Fleming and 
know the 500cc F3 men, so it was  
a particularly tough weekend.

I didn’t know Al in the 1990s when 
he was a Road Saloon champion 
with a Rover SDI (which he still 
owned and planned to renovate, one 
of many projects), but met him when 
he turned to historic racing, notably 
with the Chevron B8 and B23/36.

A Scouser by birth, chemical 
engineer Fleming met his devoted 
wife Val at Edinburgh University.  
For half a century they were 
inseparable, initially rallying together, 
then sharing their love of business, 
family, racing and life. They were  
a formidable partnership.

Al was kind and generous, his 
enthusiasm infectious. Two years 
ago, when he couldn’t get down 

Marcus
Pye

BTCC racer Welch dominates  
in Porsche Britcar appearance
BRITISH TOURING CAR DRIVER
Dan Welch made a one-off appearance 
in the Britcar Trophy races at Silverstone 
on Saturday in a Porsche 911.

Welch, who missed the BTCC opener 
at Brands Hatch, was giving the new 
991-model car a shakedown ahead of  
its planned use in the Porsche Carrera 
Cup GB this season.

His Welch Motorsport squad, which is 
also running two Protons in the BTCC 
this year, ran former British GT racer 
Mark Cole in the car at the official TOCA 
test at Thruxton and could be part of the 
Porsche grid as early as this weekend’s 

Inseparable Flemings
were a formidable team

C L U B  A U T O S P O R T

Donington Park round.
“I enjoyed it – it was a stunning car to 

drive and is very versatile,” said Welch 
after winning all three races. “It was a 
shame there wasn’t more competition.”

Val was a devoted
wife and supporter

HUMBLE PYE

from Scotland for a morning at 
Snetterton, he invited me to shake 
down the B23/36 prepared by my 
old pal Ian Jones. He arrived later 
and a memorable day ensued.

That summer of 2012 I witnessed 
SPT Motorsport’s day of days when 
Nick, going solo, won his second 
straight AUTOSPORT 3 Hours at 
Snett. When Ian snatched GT class 
honours at the last gasp, in the Elan 

Al started, their joy was unbridled.
These are black days, but I’m 

privileged to have called Al a friend. 
His steely determination and 
ambitious outlook reminded me of 
the legendary private sportscar team 
patrons of yore, always plotting the 
next chapters of their team’s history.

My heart goes out to Val, Nick  
and sister Sam on their unthinkable  
loss, which the close-knit historic 
motorsport fraternity shares.  
And we all wish full and 
speedy recoveries to 
our comrades injured 
at Silverstone.

Britcar

“These are black
days, but I am 
privileged to have
called Al a friend”

GT ace Joe Osborne will work
with drivers on programme

Barnicoat was
top Brit in Italy

Woe for FR NEC rookies at Monza 
opener as Brits mount salvage job
THE OPENING ROUND OF THE 2014
Formula Renault Northern European Cup 
proved arduous for three of the Brits who 
joined a packed 32-car field at Monza.

Jake Hughes had the most torrid 
weekend as the reigning BRDC Formula 
4 champion was involved in incidents in 
both races. He stormed from well down 
the field in the first encounter and was up 
to ninth before the end of the first lap, 
when he was taken out by a rival.

Hughes was even less fortunate in 

race two when he ploughed into the  
back of a driver who accidentally hit  
the pitlane speed limiter. 

His former BRDC F4 rivals Seb Morris 
and Matthew Graham had a weekend of 
mixed results, with Morris dropping to the 
back after being tagged early on in the 
first race, before recovering to 15th.

Graham finished four places behind 
the Caterham Racing Academy driver, 
but got the better of him in race two, 
when he beat Morris to sixth.

Racing Steps Foundation-backed  
Ben Barnicoat dodged the chaos and the 
McLaren F1 protege is fifth in the points 
after ninth and fourth-place finishes. 

Second-year NEC racer Raoul Owens 
received a five-second penalty at the end 
of race two, dropping from sixth to ninth. 
Scot Gregor Ramsay took an eighth and 
a 10th on his debut in Lotus colours.

Triple Eight launches new GT 
driver-development programme
LEADING BRITISH TOURING CAR
and GT team Triple Eight has set up a  
new driver-development programme.

The squad, which had already drafted 
19-year-old British GT4 champion Ryan 
Ratcliffe into a testing role in one of its 
BMW Z4s, is targeting both aspiring GT 
racers and existing gentleman drivers.

Flick Haigh, 28, will contest the VdeV 
Endurance Series after being confirmed on 

the programme while 56-year-old Ron 
Johnson will test with the team but has not 
committed to a race schedule for 2014.

Triple Eight team boss Ian Harrison said 
it was important that drivers appreciated 
GT racing is a professional environment 
and did not rush into race seats.

“We thought it best to offer a step 
ladder towards their ultimate goal, which  
is to be a professional driver,” he said.
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Stretton in F2 command
Martin Stretton dominated the 
Historic Formula 2 Championship 
opener at Hockenheim last weekend. 
The March 742 driver (above) won 
both races at the Jim Clark Revival 
meeting. He fought off Philip Harper 
in the first and Hans Peter in the 
second. The 1600cc class was 
dominated by last year’s champion 
Robert Simac.

Cobra strikes on Tour 
British pair Shaun Lynn and Kevin 
Kivlochan snatched victory on the 
Tour Auto after local favourites Jean 
Pierre Lajournade and Christophe 
Bouchet were penalised on the final 
day. The Frenchmen had won eight 
of the event’s 13 stages and led after 
Friday’s leg before being hit with 
a penalty that promoted the AC 
Cobra of Lynn and Kivlochan.  

Wauer’s Enigma return 
Norwegian racer Falco Wauer will 
return to BRDC Formula 4 this 
season with Enigma Motorsport. The 
category podium finisher contested 
the first half of last season before 
switching to the Euro F3 Open, but 
took part in the Winter Championship 
with the team, finishing fourth overall. 

GRDC members pass
The Ginetta Racing Drivers’ Club 
has successfully put 10 members 
through their ARDS test ahead of  
the initiative’s inaugural season. 
The all-inclusive programme has 
attracted 15 members for the 
opening race at Rockingham on May 3.

Rugby stars’ Clio runs
Renault Clio Cup UK frontrunner 
Mike Bushell entertained players from 
leading rugby union club Saracens 
at Brands Hatch earlier this week. 
The Team Pyro driver (below) gave 
passenger laps to the league table-
toppers’ Chris Ashton and Richard 
Wigglesworth in a 2013-spec Clio. 
Olympic javelin medallist and former 
European champion Steve Backley 
also took part.

THE NEW-FOR-2014 MASTERS HGP
series will launch with a support race at 
this year’s Canadian Grand Prix.

Its four-round series will now kick off  
on the F1 World Championship package 
at the Circuit Gilles Villeneuve, with 
organisers targeting a 25-car grid for the 

June 7-8 event, with races taking place  
on the Saturday and Sunday.

Included in the entry is expected to  
be Villeneuve’s 1980 Ferrari 312T5, as  
well as a Lotus 77, McLaren MP4/1B  
and Williams FW08C, all running in  
period livery. 

Villeneuve Ferrari in HGP opener

In brief

CATERHAM ACE DAVID ROBINSON
will contest the marque’s flagship R300 
Superlight Championship this season.

The winner of back-to-back Tracksport 
and Supersport titles will stick with the 
DPR Motorsport team he joined in 2013. 

Robinson has tested at Rockingham, 
Snetterton and Donington Park in 
preparation for the step up to the R300, 
which has upgraded suspension, a new 
gearbox and 2000cc Ford engine.

Caterham ace’s 
R300 graduation

THE SILVERSTONE 24 HOURS
could return in 2015 with a spring  
date if talks between Britcar and the  
local parish council come to fruition.

Britcar’s flagship event had been 
scheduled to run this year, but was 
postponed because of “time constraints” 
and other operational concerns.

James Tucker, whose revamped Britcar 
Endurance Championship kicked off last 

weekend, said that contrary to previous 
reports (see AUTOSPORT, January 16) 
Whittlebury parish council had given its 
full support in rescheduling the event. 

AUTOSPORT understands the parties 
met in February and, along with Silverstone
parish council, are working towards an 
April date for the 24-hour race in 2015. 

“I’m delighted with the support they 
[the councils and Silverstone bosses] 

have provided in working towards a 
return of the 24-hour race for 2015,”  
said Tucker. “The criticism some of  
the members received was completely 
unwarranted – there were never any 
individual issues regarding noise. 

“They have given us their full 
co-operation in agreeing to work with  
us in the hope that we can bring this 
great event back to Silverstone.”

Britcar targets 24-hour race in 2015

C L U B  A U T O S P O R T

THE BRITISH GT DEBUT OF
GPRM’s GT4-specification Toyota 
GT86 has been delayed again ahead 
of the championship’s opening round. 

For the second season running  
a one-car GPRM entry has been 
lodged for Renault Clio Cup UK race 
winner Stefan Hodgetts, who has 
conducted a large amount of testing.

The Toyota was not present at the 

media day last week, despite being  
a provisional entry, and will miss the 
first round at Oulton Park after 
suffering a reported engine issue.

Its absence will promote the TF 
Sport Aston Martin Vantage GT4 of 
Andrew Jarman and Devon Modell to  
the grid. Both drivers, the former last 
year’s Aston Martin GT4 Challenge 
champion, will be making their debuts.

GT4-spec Toyota debut delayed

Britcar currently
runs without its

flagship event

Caterham

Britcar

Masters

GT4-spec car has 
done lots of testing

British GT

Robinson has
driven new R300
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76 Gillies is top birthday racer
ENGLISH RACING AUTOMOBILES

founders would – like the Vintage 
Sports-Car Club’s in 1934 – have 
adored the joint 80th anniversaries 
that focused the club’s spectacular 
GP Itala Trophy (aka ‘Spring Start’) 
race meeting at Silverstone.

Fittingly, Raymond Mays’s first 
works ERA, R3A – now owned once 
more by Dick Skipworth after 11 years 
– won Sunday’s birthday race with 
Mark Gillies, but siblings R4A, R5B 
‘Remus’, R10B, R11B ‘Humphrey’, 
R12C, R4D and the ’39 GP1 were also 
out, alongside the Tony Merrick-built 
AJM1 that ‘replaced’ poor Marcel 
Lehoux’s lost R3B.

Washington DC-based Briton 
Gillies was put under enormous 
pressure by David Morris, who 
squeezed the ex-Reggie Tongue R11B 
past Nick Topliss’s ex-Pat Fairfield 

R4A at Becketts on lap one, then 
duelled with Gillies until he parked at 
the hairpin with a leaking carburettor.

“I don’t think I’ve ever seen  
David that sideways,” enthused the 
garlanded Gillies. “It was a terrific 
race, just a pity he had to stop!” 
Topliss was overjoyed with second, 
ahead of a surprised Duncan Ricketts 
in GP1, whose shadow Julian Bronson 
(in Mac Hulbert’s R4D) had an 
enormous smoky spin.     

Gillies commanded the Patrick 
Lindsay Memorial race in the Lincoln 
green R3A, and kept the two quickest 
cars from the Amschel Rothschild 
Trophy pre-’61 split in sight. Paddins 
Dowling (ex-Peter Whitehead 1500cc 
ERA R10B, the ’38 Australian GP 
winner) and Topliss were all over  
each other in fourth and fifth overall.

Outright winner Tony Wood’s 

error at the start enabled Marshall 
Bailey to bolt his Lotus 16 into the 
lead. Wood powered his Tec-Mec 
Maserati back ahead on lap two,  
but Bailey was bolder in traffic and 
made him sweat to the chequer.

Wood dominated Sunday’s 
Pre-1961 race, in which Belgian Marc 
Valvekens gave Bailey a run for his 
money after an encouraging Aston 
Martin DBR4 debut weekend. Wood’s 
father-in-law Eddie McGuire bested 
an impressive five-car Cooper-Bristol 
train for fourth.

Calum Lockie swapped his 
Britcar-winning Ferrari 458 GT for 
centre-throttle-controlled 1938 
Maserati 6CM in the Pre-1941 thrash, 
courtesy of Sean Danaher. Lockie duly 
struck gold, rasping away from a heady 
ERA squabble that embroiled Dowling, 
Ben Fidler, Terry Crabb (R12C) and 
Charles McCabe (R5B), with Danaher 
(Maserati 8CM) in pursuit.

Crabb led Eddie Gibbs’s rapid 
monoposto Frazer Nash in Saturday’s 
Pre-War Scratch race until Gibbs 
passed the ERA at Luffield, taking 
Pete Candy’s Riley Super Rat with 
him. Crabb mustered all his courage 
to recapture second on the final lap.

Three years of mechanical woes 
were forgotten when poleman Jon 
Fairley (ex-Jack Brabham BT11) bested 
Miles Griffiths (BRP Cooper T51) to 
land his first HGPCA Pre-1966 win, 

rewarding his family team’s efforts.
Fairley spun early in Sunday’s 

stanza but was closing in even before 
Griffiths hit oil. He took the win, 
with Griffiths second, and car owner 
John Bond-Smith dedicated the result 
to late BRP team boss Ken Gregory.

Ex-Innes Ireland UDT/Laystall 
team Lotuses completed both 
podiums. Germany’s Rudolf Ernst 
battled back from a spin in his 18 in 
the opener, while Andrew Beaumont 
– whose lap-one rotation at Becketts 
split Saturday’s pack – hauled his  
24 to third on Sunday.

The ’50s Sports Car bout was the 
weekend’s best, with some heavy-
hitters gunning for glory. Tony Wood 
and Richard Kent (Lister-Jaguars) and 
Julian Majzub (Sadler-Chevrolet) all 
led, but the tenacious Peter Horsman 
(ex-works Lotus 15) refused to be 
shaken off, with Tony Bianchi’s 
thunderous Farrellac in his mirrors.

Kent broke, leaving Wood and 
Horsman to take up the cudgels.  
Horsman had a better mandatory stop 
and, while Wood eroded the deficit, 
there was too much to do. Darren 
McWhirter (Tojeiro-Jaguar) bagged 
third from Bianchi and Majzub, in 
Mark Lewis’s Lister-Chevrolet, when 
Duncan Ricketts beached the Sadler 
at Becketts. Charles Gillett’s ex-Barry 
Cannell Willment was the first 
tiddler back, sixth overall.

SILVERSTONE, APRIL 12-13  VSCC

Rothschild Trophy
winner Wood

pressures Bailey
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(Frazer Nash Super Sports) 10m39.90s; 2 William Mahany 

(HRG Le Mans) +0.37s; 3 Neil Twyman (Alfa Romeo 8C 2600 

‘Muletto’); 4 Sue Darbyshire (Morgan Super Aero); 5 Mark 

Brett (Ballamy-Ford V8 Spl); 6 Richard Pilkington (Talbot 

Lago T26 SS). FL Mahany 1m18.54s (75.13mph).

PRE-WAR HANDICAP (5 LAPS) 1 Durward Lawson (Riley 

Spl) 7m12.97s; 2 Duncan Wood (Morgan Super Aero) 

+0.07s; 3 Garry Whyte (GN Gnome); 4 Greg Lerigo (Riley 

Spl); 5 Andrew Kellock (Fiat AC); 6 Mark Brett (Ballamy-Ford 

V8 Spl). FL Whyte 1m16.06s (77.58mph). 

HANDICAP 2 (5 LAPS) 1 William de Jong Cleyndert 

(Wolseley Hornet Spl) 8m16.16s; 2 Geoff Toms (Fiat 508S) 

+3.36s; 3 Geoffrey Delaney (Lea-Francis Hyper); 4 Steve 

Allen (Bentley 4¼ Spl); 5 William Elbourn (Bentley Le 

Mans); 6 Adam Gentilli (Frazer Nash TT Replica).  

FL Toms 1m28.69s (66.53mph).

PRE-WAR SPORTS CAR HANDICAP (5 LAPS) 1 Richard 

Hudson (Bentley 3/4½) 8m01.96s; 2 Jo Blakeney-Edwards 

(Frazer Nash Shelsley) +12.22s; 3 Justin Hart (Riley Big Four 

Spl); 4 Tom Waterfield (Austin 7 Spl); 5 David Ozanne (Aston 

Martin Speed Ulster); 6 Richard Lake (Aston Martin 15/98 

Speed Model). FL Hart 1m22.40s (71.61mph).

GP ITALA & LANCHESTER TROPHIES (4 LAPS) 

1 Justin Maeers (GN Parker) 5m04.81s; 2 Duncan Wood 

(Morgan Super Aero) +8.07s; 3 Fred Wakeman (Frazer-Nash 

Super Sports); 4 Chris Williams (Bentley-Napier); 5 Gary 

Caroline (Morgan Super Aero); 6 Clive Morley (Bentley 

3/4½). FL Maeers 1m15.12s (78.55mph).

SILVERSTONE TROPHY (6 LAPS) 1 Ewen Getley (Bentley 

3/4½); 2 Justin Hart (Riley Big Four Spl) +8.42s; 3 Durward 

Lawson (Riley Spl); 4 Jo Blakeney-Edwards (Frazer Nash 

Shelsley); 5 Richard Iliffe (Riley Kestrel 12/4 Spl); 6 Richard 

Hudson (Bentley 3/4½). FL Lawson 1m19.78s (73.96mph).

STANDARD & MODIFIED PRE-WAR SPORTS CARS (7 LAPS)

1 Andrew Mitchell (HRG 1½-litre) 9m55.46s; 2 John Guyatt 

(Talbot-Lago T150C) +2.64s; 3 Mark Brett (Ballamy-Ford V8 

Spl); 4 Marcus Black (Talbot-Lago T23); 5 Jane Varley (Aston 

Martin 15/98 Speed Model); 6 Richard Lake (Aston Martin 

15/98 Speed Model). FL Mitchell 1m22.62s (71.42mph).

500cc F3 (4 LAPS) 1 Ian Phillips (Cooper-Norton Mk10) 

5m30.07s; 2 Roy Hunt (Martin-Norton) +0.18s; 3 Darrell 

Woods (C-N Mk12); 4 Simon Brown (C-N Mk4 1100); 5 Fred 

Walmsley (C-N Mk7); 6 Nigel Challis (Petty-Norton).  

CW Walmsley. FL Woods 1m19.96s (73.79mph).

FJHRA FRONT-ENGINED FORMULA JUNIOR (18 LAPS) 

1 Simon Goodliff (Lola Mk2) 21m07.44s; 2 Mark 

Woodhouse (Elva 100) +1.74s; 3 Crispian Besley (Elva 100); 

4 Stephen Barlow (BMC Mk1); 5 John Arnold (Elva 100);  

6 Neil Hodges (Gemini Mk2). CW Martin Sheppard 

(Stanguellini). FL Woodhouse 1m09.59s (84.79mph). 

ALLCOMERS SCRATCH (7 LAPS) 1 Pete Candy (Riley Super 

Rat) 8m54.81s; 2 Tim Greenhill (Wolseley Hornet Spl) 

+3.24s; 3 Julian Grimwade (Frazer Nash S/S); 4 Rod King 

(Delage Spl); 5 Richard Iliffe (Riley Kestrel 12/4 Spl);  

6 Graham Paddick (McDowell Ford). CW Grimwade.

FL Grimwade 1m14.53s (79.17mph).

C L U B  A U T O S P O R T

FISCAR’s George Abecassis Trophy 
race attracted two HW Altas from the 
continent, four HWM-Jaguars and 
Lutz Rathenow’s rare Veritas, but 
nobody could catch Maserati 
specialist Steve Hart in Gordon 
McCullough’s 2.5-litre 200Si. 

Nick Finburgh (Jaguar C-type)  
and Till Bechtolsheimer (Allard J2) 
finished behind the primrose-hued 
beauty, but ahead of Tom Walker’s 
full-bodied Allard J2X Le Mans car, 
out for the first time in years.

Fred Wakeman added Saturday’s 
big Pre-War Sports-Car win to 
February’s Pomeroy Trophy success. 
Locked in respectful combat, the 
American ‘Nasher’ and Bahamas-
based William Mahany (HRG) 
twitched and drifted clear of Neil 

RESULTS
ERA 80TH ANNIVERSARY TROPHY (9 LAPS) 

1 Mark Gillies (R3A) 10m20.73s; 2 Nicholas Topliss 

(R4A) +4.91s; 3 Duncan Ricketts (GP1); 4 Julian Bronson 

(R4D); 5 Paddins Dowling (R10B); 6 Ben Fidler (AJM1).  

Fastest lap Gillies 1m08.01s (86.76mph). 

PATRICK LINDSAY & AMSCHEL ROTHSCHILD MEMORIAL 

TROPHIES (14 LAPS) 1 Tony Wood (Tec-Mec Maserati 

F415) 16m01.50s; 2 Marshall Bailey (Lotus 16) +1.54s; 

3 Mark Gillies (ERA R3A); 4 Paddins Dowling (ERA R10B); 

5 Nicholas Topliss (ERA R4A); 6 Marc Valvekens (Aston 

Martin DBR4). FL Wood 1m07.19s (87.82mph).

PRE-1961 FRONT-ENGINED RACING CARS (14 LAPS)

1 Tony Wood (Tec-Mec Maserati F415) 15m36.23s; 

2 Marshall Bailey (Lotus 16) +39.53s; 3 Marc Valvekens 

(Aston Martin DBR4); 4 Eddie McGuire (Cooper-Bristol 

Mk1); 5 Paul Grant (Cooper-Bristol Mk2); 6 Chris Phillips 

(Cooper-Bristol Mk2). FL Wood 1m05.73s (89.77mph).

PRE-1941 STANDARD & MODIFIED RACE CARS (9 LAPS)

1 Calum Lockie (Maserati 6CM) 10m35.38s; 2 Paddins 

Dowling (ERA R10B) +28.25s; 3 Ben Fidler (ERA AJM1);  

4 Terry Crabb (ERA R12C); 5 Charles McCabe (ERA R5B);  

6 Sean Danaher (Maserati 8CM). FL Lockie 1m09.33s 

(85.11mph).

PRE-WAR SCRATCH (7 LAPS) 1 Eddie Gibbs (Frazer Nash 

S/S) 8m44.89s; 2 Terry Crabb (ERA R12C) +4.81s; 3 Pete 

Candy (Riley Super Rat); 4 Tim Greenhill (Wolseley Hornet 

Spl); 5 Bo Williams (Bugatti T35B); 6 Rod King (Delage 

Horsman’s Lotus (left)
defeated heavier metal

Fairley (left) won a
brilliant HGPCA

Pre-’66 race

Gillies triumphed in
the headline event

celebrating ERA’s 80th

Spl). Class winners Greenhill; Williams; Ralf Emmerling 

(Riley Brooklands). FL Gibbs 1m13.08s (80.74mph).

HGPCA PRE-1966 GP CARS (19 LAPS) 1 Jon Fairley (Brabham 

BT11) 20m11.35s; 2 Miles Griffiths (Cooper T51) +2.24s; 3 

Rudolf Ernst (Lotus 18); 4 Andrew Beaumont (Lotus 24 V8); 5 

Eddy Perk (Heron F1); 6 Alex Morton (Lotus 21). CW Griffiths; 

Beaumont; Perk; Clive Wilson (Cooper T43); Marc Valvekens 

(Aston DBR4). FL Fairley 1m02.70s (94.11mph). RACE 2 (19 

LAPS) 1 Fairley 20m48.48s; 2 Griffiths +0.47s; 3 Beaumont; 

4 Sid Hoole (Cooper T66 V8); 5 Perk; 6 Ernst. CW Griffiths; 

Beaumont; Perk; Valvekens. FL Griffiths 1m03.91s (92.32mph).

VSCC 1950s SPORTS & SPORTS RACING CARS (26 LAPS)

1 Peter Horsman (Lotus-Climax 15) 30m42.23s; 2 Tony 

Wood (Lister-Jaguar ‘Knobbly’) +3.90s; 3 Darren McWhirter 

(Tojeiro-Jaguar); 4 Tony Bianchi (Allard-Cadillac ‘Farrellac’);  

5 Mark Lewis/Julian Majzub (Lister-Chevrolet ‘Knobbly’);  

6 Charles Gillett (Willment-Climax). CW Gillett; Ben Eastick 

(Jaguar D-type); James Paterson (Lotus 11); Stephen Bond 

(Lister-Bristol); Michael Thorne (Cooper T39 ‘Bobtail’).  

FL Wood 1m06.04s (89.35mph).

FISCAR GEORGE ABECASSIS TROPHY (20 LAPS) 

1 Steve Hart (Maserati 200Si) 25m39.14s; 2 Nick Finburgh 

(Jaguar C-type) +13.10s; 3 Till Bechtolsheimer (Allard J2X);  

4 Tom Walker (J2X Le Mans); 5 Andrew Sharp (Aston Martin 

DB2); 6 Matt Grist (HWM Jaguar). CW Finburgh; 

Bechtolsheimer; David Cottingham (Ferrari 500TRC).  

FL Finburgh 1m11.47s (82.95mph).

FOX & NICHOLL TROPHY (8 LAPS) 1 Fred Wakeman 

Twyman, en route to a Fox & Nicholl 
Trophy hat-trick in his wonderful 
Alfa Romeo 8C ‘Muletto,’ built to  
1932 Targa Florio spec.

Garry Whyte (in Nick Topliss’s 
supercharged GN Gnome) won 
Saturday’s handicap on the road, but  
a five-second penalty for exceeding 
track limits left him a disappointed 
third. Later Whyte, Justin Maeers 
(six-litre GN Parker) and Wakeman 
had their steeds at extraordinary 
angles as they fought for GP Itala  
and Lanchester trophies honours.

Whyte forged ahead and, not put 
off by a hairy spin approaching 
Luffield, challenged Maeers anew. 
Alas, in his exuberance Whyte 
entered Brooklands too quickly and 
the Gnome capsized and rolled over 

him. The Scot was airlifted to 
hospital with serious injuries. The 
race, red-flagged, was not restarted. 
Maeers was a hollow winner.

Justin’s monster was an early 
retirement in the Silverstone Trophy, 
which deservedly put Ewen Getley’s 
superbly driven Bentley, developed 
over 25 years, into victory lane. 

A fractured oil line sustained in 
Saturday’s Regularity Trial threatened 
an early bath for Andrew Mitchell. 
Blakeney Motorsport repaired his  
car overnight though, and the combo 
narrowly beat ODM ringmaster  
John Guyatt’s Talbot-Lago and  
Mark Brett’s burly Ballamy-Ford  
V8 special in Sunday’s finale.

Veteran John Turner’s Cooper-JAP 
flipped over Richard Bishop-Miller’s 

Revis at Becketts in the 500cc F3 race. 
Both were hospitalised for check-ups, 
but Ian Phillips kept his cool at the 
restart and scored a maiden win. His 
Cooper-Norton finished a whisker 
ahead of Roy Hunt’s Martin, with 
Darrell Woods’s Cooper in tow.

The Formula Junior ‘fronties’ 
championship opener had the grid  
order repeated in the results, but 
Simon Goodliff (Lola-Ford Mk2)  
had to repass Mark Woodhouse 
(Elva-BMC 100) for victory, and 
Crispian Besley (Elva) and Stephen 
Barlow (BMC) traded third continually.

Pete Candy (Riley) triumphed in 
the Allcomers’ scratch race over Tim 
Greenhill (Wolseley ‘Red Henry’) and 
Julian Grimwade’s Frazer Nash. 
O�Marcus Pye
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THE CLASSIC SPORTS CAR CLUB

kicked off its 2014 programme with 
well-stocked grids – not least in 
the Magnificent Sevens, for which 
the field was split into two groups.

The race for the more powerful 
machines was headed by Peter 
Ratcliff and Simon Smith, both  
of whom had set a blistering pace  
in qualifying, a couple of seconds 
quicker than anyone else. 

Ratcliff grabbed the lead at the 
lights and ran together with Smith 

until a damaged head gasket sent 
Smith’s engine temperatures soaring. 

Despite spinning on his own 
water leak, and having to nurse his 
car to the finish, he managed not  
to relinquish his second place. 

Meanwhile, Ratcliff continued 
unabated and won comfortably.

In the Group 1 clash, the rapid 
RAW Striker of team-mates Neil 
Palmer and Ian Towers led for half 
the race with Palmer at the wheel, 
only for the car to develop gearbox 

issues shortly after the mid-race 
driver change. 

Although they persisted for a 
time, the car was eventually retired. 

Their misfortune allowed Spencer 
Horgan’s Caterham Supersport to 
pick up the pieces and win, ahead  
of the battle for second, which  
went to Paul O’Reilly.
O Oliver Timson

RESULTS (18 LAPS) 1 Spencer Horgan 

(Supersport) 41m23.511s (77.46mph); 

2 Paul O’Reilly (Supersport) +11.271s; 3 Robert 

Cooper (Supersport); 4 Alex Potter (Supersport); 

5 Lucy Redding (Supersport); 6 Carl Nairn 

(Roadsport). Class winner Philip Lethaby (Mac 1 

CBR). Fastest lap Neil Palmer (RAW Striker) 

2m11.118s (81.51mph) . 

GROUP 2 (19 LAPS) 1 Peter Ratcliff (C400) 

40m28.345s (83.62mph); 2 Simon Smith (CSR) 

+40.047s; 3 Christian Pittard (7); 4 Jonathan 

Gibbs (C400); 5 Pascal Green/Barney Pryor 

(C400); 6 Anthony Bennett (R300). CW Gibbs; 

Pryor/Green; Robert Fellowes (R300 Superlight). 

FL Ratcliff 2m01.984s (87.61mph). 

Mighty Morris dominates

Ratcliff races to Sevens glory

Ratcliff and Smith
were the class of the field

WITH THE SECOND RACE CANCELLED

due to low numbers, the Porsche 
Production Cup runners joined  
the Modern Classics field for  
its 40-minute race. Among the 
handful that did so was Peter 
Morris, who won the Porsche race 
and easily secured the Modern 
pole ahead of the regular runners. 

Morris dropped behind Lee 
Spencer’s BMW M3 into the first 
corner, but reasserted himself next 
time around and gradually edged 
out a meaningful lead. 

A rapid pitstop allowed him to 
cement that advantage and he duly 
ran out a comfortable winner.  

In the battle for Modern Classic 

MAGNIFICENT SEVENS SNETTERTON , APRIL 12-13  CSCC

Treherne pips Muirhead 
to the Sixties punch
A LENGTHY SAFETY CAR PERIOD MEANT

much of the 40-minute Swinging 
Sixties race was neutralised. 

It also wiped out the lead that 
Pete Hallford had created in his 
Chevy Corvette ahead of Raymond 
Barrow’s Camaro and the sprightly 
Ginetta G4 of Stuart McPherson.

With the mandatory mid-race 
pitstops being taken during the 
caution period, the order was 
shuffled before racing resumed. 

John Muirhead (Lotus Super 
Seven) was in the lead for the 
restart, while Hallford’s team-mate 
Stephen Treherne emerged down in 
sixth with just three laps remaining.

Undeterred, Treherne surged 
back up in the closing minutes to 

snatch the lead from Muirhead on 
the final lap and clinch victory. 

“It was great fun carving through 
the traffic!” beamed the winner.
O Oliver Timson

RESULTS (14 LAPS) 1 Peter Hallford/Stephen 

Treherne (Chevrolet Corvette) 40m13.600s 

(61.99mph); 2 John Muirhead (Lotus Super 

Seven S3) +0.856s; 3 Raymond Barrow 

(Chevrolet Camaro); 4 Nicholas Randall/Fabio 

Randaccio (Lotus Elan); 5 Harry Wyndham

(Jaguar E-type); 6 Dave Bailey (Triumph TR4). 

CW Muirhead; Wyndham; Bailey; Christopher 

Edwards (Triumph TR6); Cliff Gray/Piers 

Bridgeman-Williams (Alfa Romeo GT Sprint); 

Glenn Canning (NSU TT); Richard Perry (MG 

Lenham); Gary Weston (MGB). FL Treherne 

2m09.341s (82.63mph).  

SWINGING SIXTIES SNETTERTON , APRIL 12-13  CSCC

MODERN CLASSICS  SNETTERTON , APRIL 12-13  CSCC

Porsche Cup racer
Morris dominated
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Muirhead lost the
lead on the final lap

honours, Spencer pulled clear of 
the similar M3 of Mark Smith in 
the early laps and stayed ahead  
to secure the ‘class’ win. 
O Oliver Timson

RESULTS (18 LAPS) 1 Peter Morris (Porsche 

996) 40m36.991s (78.94mph); 2 Lee 

Spencer (BMW E36 M3) +19.730s; 3 Mark 

Smith/James Moulton-Smith (E36); 4 Daniel 

Wylie/Owen Fitzgerald (M3); 5 David Horney/

Steve Miller (996); 6 JM Littman (Porsche 

Boxster). CW Spencer; Littman; Andrew Toon 

(Porsche 968); Richard Hayes (Toyota Celica); 

Simon Thorpe/Shaun Jackson (BMW 323Ti); 

Martin Thomas/David Harrison (Mazda MX5); 

Tina Cooper (Lotus Elise); Andrew Severs (VW

Vento). FL Morris 2m10.885s (81.66mph).
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Pickups
Former champion Nic Grindrod 
(above) proved invincible as he twice 
started from the third row and pulled 
away to win at Brands Hatch. Pete 
Stevens led for much of the first race, 
and he was leading the second as 
well until he was pushed into a spin 
at Druids by Michael Smith. David 
O’Regan was the best of the rest.

Intermarque
Intermarque champion Matt Simpson 
led the first race at Brands all the 
way from recent short-circuit convert 
Malcolm Blackman and David Brooks. 
Keith White was fourth, but in the 
second race he spun off at Paddock 
with two others, leaving fellow Z4 
runner Simon Smith to finish fourth 
behind his cousin, Lewis Smith. Once 
again Simpson and Blackman were 
first and second in race two.

Tin Tops
Category debutant Barnaby Davies 
shadowed Tom Bridger for the 
opening laps at Brands until his 
outside pass at Paddock was parried 
by Bridger’s better braking at Druids. 
But Davies was not to be denied, 
and he soon shook off his rival and 
eventually won by six seconds. Chris 
Whiteman was a close third.

Production Porsche
The new Porsche Production Cup 
enjoyed a modest debut, with seven 
cars on the grid at Snetterton. Peter 
Morrris and David Whelan disputed 
the lead early on, before Morris 
asserted his authority and edged away 
to win. Meanwhile a charging JM 
Littman recovered from a first-lap 
off at Montreal to claim third.

Future Classics
Dave Coyne (below) led away from 
the lights at Snetterton and stayed 
out until the mid-race stops when 
he handed to over to his team-mate 
Christopher Compton Goddard. 
Goddard nearly threw their lead away 
by pitting when he thought he was 
black flagged, but quickly rejoined and 
pulled clear of second-placed John 
Hammersley to win.
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Birley bested Gent
in both Saloon races

LEGENDS  BRANDS HATCH , APRIL 12-13  BARC

Legends put on a show 
as champions thrill
THIS BRILLIANT BATTLE RAGED OVER 

two days and it boiled down to a 
series of dynamic duels between 
double champion Lawrence Davey 
and current title holder Dean Brace.

The reversed grid for Saturday’s 
final put them both on the 10th row, 
yet after only one lap Davey was 
already up to seventh place –  
and Brace was right on his tail.

Meanwhile, Brace’s dad Nick had 
seized the lead from John Paterson. 
Two tours later, when Dean snatched 
second, a pair of Braces was trying  
to stretch out an advantage. 

But Davey put his head down and 
swooped around the outside of Brace 
Jr at Paddock before going on to win 
by less than half a second, with James 
Holman an impressive third. Brace Sr 
held on gamely to finish fourth ahead 
of Ben Power, who set the fastest lap 

as he charged through to claim fifth.
Sunday’s final was a very different 

story. Brace and Davey again had to 
start from the 10th row and soon 
began to rip through the field. But 
Davey’s motor dumped its lubricant 
at Druids, Power hit the oil slick 
under braking and lost control, and 
bundled Brace Jr off the track as well. 
Jerome Farinaux beat race-long rival 
Holman to the win in a thrilling 
finish as Brace salvaged third.
O Kerry Dunlop

FINAL – SATURDAY (12 LAPS) 1 Lawrence 

Davey 11m25.684s (76.10mph); 2 Dean Brace 

+0.439s; 3 James Holman; 4 Nick Brace; 5 Ben 

Power; 6 Daniel McKay. FL Power 55.736s 

(78.02mph). HEAT 1 (13 LAPS) 1 D Brace 

16m40.805s (56.48mph); 2 Davey +4.185s; 

3 Jack Parker; 4 Steve Whitelegg; 5 Paul Simmons; 

6 Rickie Leggatt. FL Davey 55.531s (78.30mph).

SOUTH-EAST SALOONS  BRANDS HATCH ,  APRIL 12-13  BARC

Brilliant Birley defeats fading Gent
ONCE AGAIN ROD BIRLEY REIGNED

supreme in the BARC South East 
Saloon Championship, pushing his 
victory tally up two to 553. 

The opening laps of the first race 
were thrilling as Rick May, Birley and 
Dale Gent battled for the lead nose to 
tail. Then Birley turned underneath 
May at Paddock to take the lead, and 
next time around Gent followed him 
through at the same place.

These three pulled away from the 
rest as they continued at a cracking 
pace, although Birley managed to eke 
out a useful advantage by the end. 
Runner-up Gent was left to lament a 
brake problem in the closing stages.

HEAT 2 (10 LAPS) 1 Davey 9m24.685s 

(77.00mph); 2 Power +0.360s; 3 Holman; 4 

Jerome Farinaux; 5 D Brace; 6 N Brace. FL Holman 

55.680s (78.09mph). FINAL – SUNDAY  (14 

LAPS) 1 Farinaux 16m42.519s (60.72mph); 

2 Holman +0.043s; 3 D Brace; 4 Simmons;  

5 John Paterson; 6 Whitelegg. FL D Brace 

55.946s (77.72mph). HEAT 1 (10 LAPS) 

1 D Brace 10m15.137s (70.69mph); 2 Davey 

+3.803s; 3 Holman; 4 Whitelegg; 5 Paterson; 6 N

Brace. FL Holman 55.659s (78.12mph). HEAT 2

(10 LAPS) 1 Power 9m27.160s (76.67mph); 2 

D Brace +0.029s; 3 Farinaux; 4 N Brace; 5 Davey;  

6 Paterson. FL D Brace 55.139s (78.86mph). JO
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Davey and Brace
battled hard

Paul Eve pipped Ian Butler to fourth 
place after Jamie Liptrott’s BMW 
expired amid a cloud of smoke.

Birley seized the initiative at the 
start of the second race, but Gent got 
the break he needed as they came up 
to lap a backmarker. The Impreza 
surged ahead under power but a few 
laps later, as the Subaru’s brakes 
again began to fade, Birley’s Escort 
WRC swept around the outside of 
Druids and snatched the lead. 

Eve picked up third place when 
May’s Escort pulled off on the last 
lap. Barnaby Davies and Tom Bridger 
were the best of the Tin Top drivers.
O Kerry Dunlop

RESULTS (16 LAPS) 1 Rod Birley (Ford 

Escort WRC) 15m52.053s (73.08mph); 

2 Dale Gent (Subaru Impreza) +3.857s;  

3 Rick May (Escort); 4 Paul Eve (Ford Sierra 

Sapphire); 5 Ian Butler (Ford Focus RS);  

6 Jeremy Francis (Vauxhall Nova). CW Butler; 

Francis; Bill Richards (Rover Mini Clubman); 

David Charlton (SEAT Leon); Barnaby Davies 

(Toyota Starlet); Vic Hope (Honda Civic  

Type R); Peter Osborne (Renault Clio).  

FL Gent 51.188s (84.95mph). RACE 2 (18 LAPS)

1 Birley 15m32.159s (83.97mph); 2 Gent 

+2.388s; 3 Eve; 4 May; 5 Butler; 6 Francis.  

CW Butler; Francis; Charlton; Tony Paxman 

(Ford Escort); Tom Bridger (Rover 220 Turbo); 

Lewis Turner (Citroen Saxo). FL Birley 

50.707s (85.75mph).
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Jardine repels rivals to 
clinch Oulton double
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STUART GOUGH AND DAVID MCARTHUR

shared the victory spoils in two 
hotly contested races, with James 
Raven in the mix from third in both.

The Van Diemens of Gough 
(RF92) and McArthur (LA10)  
made a break on the second lap, 
with Raven’s Ray taking Luke 
Cooper’s Swift for third into 
Cascades on lap three.

The lead duo continued to run 
nose to tail until McArthur went 

wide at Lodge and Fosters on 
consecutive laps, which made 
Gough’s lead decisive and handed 
second to Raven.

McArthur, however, reclaimed 
second into Old Hall on lap 13, just 
holding on over the final laps. With 
Cooper falling back due to a lack of 
brakes and Tom McArthur retiring, 
Martin Short’s Van Diemen secured 
fourth, with Abdul Ahmed’s Ray 
only a fraction behind. 

It was the same trio for the 
podium in race two, but McArthur 
led from Old Hall on lap five and, 
although they stayed close, Gough 
– netting a win and a second on his 
return to full-time Formula Ford 
1600 racing – had his mirrors full 
of third-placed Raven. 

Douglas Crosbie charged from the 
back to claim fourth in his Van 
Diemen, from Ahmed and Short.
O Peter Scherer

RESULTS (BOTH 19 LAPS) 1 Stuart Gough 

(Van Diemen RF92) 20m26.052s (92.27mph);

2 David McArthur (Van Diemen LA10) +2.824s;  

3 James Raven (Ray JL012K); 4 Martin Short (Van 

Diemen JL012K); 5 Abdul Ahmed (Ray GRK09);  

6 Nigel Dolan (Van Diemen JL012K).  

Class winner McArthur. Fastest lap McArthur 

1m03.428s (93.87mph). RACE 2 1 McArthur 

20m29.071s (92.04mph); 2 Gough +0.234s; 

3 Raven; 4 Douglas Crosbie (Van Diemen RF00); 

5 Ahmed; 6 Short. CW Gough. FL Raven 

1m03.931s (93.13mph).

Honeywell’s sweet success

JAMIE JARDINE TOOK A FAIRLY

comfortable victory in the first  
race, but he had to work harder  
to take win number two.

Jardine led a four-car break in the 
opener, with Stuart Jones’ Reynard, 
Chris Hodgen’s Van Diemen and 
Josh Fisher’s Reynard behind. 

As Fisher, briefly third, retired 
with clutch failure, Hodgen attacked 
Jones and made it stick at Cascades 
on lap 12, although Jones almost 
snatched it back at the flag.

Jardine kept Hodgen at bay from 
the start of race two before losing 
out at Old Hall on lap three. Hodgen 
missed a gear approaching Lodge, 
and with it lost the lead. He 
mounted a late attack at Old Hall 

Gough returns to the limelight

Gough fought off
McArthur in race one

AFTER FOUR HOURS OF RACING, IT

came down to a 15-minute sprint, 
with Neil Plimmer for Team 
Honeywell demoting Guy 
Wenham’s Team O’Br car late on.

Earlier in the race, Sam Clutton 
and Peter Belshaw had been the 
pacesetters, leading at the end  
of the first and second hours  
before a split oil cooler put  
them out of contention.

Scarab Racing’s Scott Kavanagh 
took over the lead, but Bram Van De 
Groot slid off at Lodge as the rain 
started to fall, bringing out the 
safety car. Wenham was left out in 
front, with a couple of backmarkers 
acting as a cushion. 

but Fisher, up to third, also 
attempted a move and spun after 
colliding with Hodgen. Jardine held 
onto win from Hodgen and Jones, 
with Fisher retaining fourth.
O Peter Scherer

RESULTS (BOTH 19 LAPS) 1 Jamie Jardine 

(Reynard 84FF) 20m43.185s (91.00mph); 

2 Chris Hodgen (Van Diemen RF99) +9.407s;  

3 Stuart Jones (Reynard 89FF); 4 Mario Sarchet 

(Reynard 86FF); 5 David Murphy (Van Diemen 

RF85); 6 Brian Young (Van Diemen RF86).  

CW Hodgen; Graham Legget (Crossle 25F). 

FL Hodgen 1m04.371s (92.50mph). 

RACE 2 1 Jardine 20m48.649s (90.60mph); 

2 Hodgen +1.513s; 3 Jones; 4 Josh Fisher (Reynard 

89FF); 5 Sarchet; 6 Murphy. CW Hodgen; Legget. 

FL Fisher 1m04.446s (92.39mph).

POST-’89 FF1600  OULTON PARK ,  APRIL 12  BRSCC

PRE-’90 FF1600  OULTON PARK ,  APRIL 12  BRSCC

FUN CUP  OULTON PARK, APRIL 12  BRSCC
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From the green light, though, 
Plimmer pounced, with fellow  
Team O’Br crews Mark Pattle/Mark 
Burton and Rob Thomas/Simon 
Bonham completing the top four. 
O Peter Scherer

RESULTS (184 LAPS) 1 Team Honeywell 

(Neil Plimmer/Geoff Fawcett/Tim Wheeldon) 

4h00m54.929s (75.79mph); 2 Team O’Br 

22 (Tom Pattle/Zoe Wenham/Guy Wenham) 

+5.168s; 3 Team O’Br 207 (Mark Burton/Graham 

Pattle); 4 Team O’Br 104 (Rob Thomas/Simon 

Bonham); 5 JPR UVio (Scott Fitzgerald/Neil 

Primrose); 6 Holden Hawthorn Racing  

(Andy Holden/Rod Barrett/Jay Shepherd).  

FL Marcus Clutton (Clutton/Peter Belshaw) 

1m10.992s (83.87mph).

Honeywell started mid-
pack, but took victory
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Jardine swept all
before him at Oulton
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Millard won the 
first race, but retired

from the second

BRITISH RALLYCROSS CHAMPIONSHIP  VALKENSWAARD, APRIL 5-6 

Godfrey continues his 
winning ways overseas
BRITISH RALLYCROSS CHAMPIONSHIP

competitors ventured to Holland for 
round two of the series, where it was 
again Julian Godfrey who claimed 
maximum points to increase his 
lead at the front of the title race.

Godfrey lost out at the start of 
the final, having started from pole 
position, complaining that he was 
unable to see the start lights in the 
low afternoon sun. Dutch driver Ron 
Snoeck led into the first corner, but 
it wasn’t to last as he spun his SEAT 
Leon on the loose section.

From there on, Godfrey 
dominated, and behind Simon 
Horton closed in on Steve Harris for 
second, although he couldn’t demote 
his rival as they finished nose to tail. 

Stuart Emery won the 
SuperNational category, leading 
from lights to flag, while Michael 
Boak climbed from the back of the 
grid to finish second. Chris Mullen 
won the Swift Sport category ahead 
of championship leader Tristan 
Ovenden and Darren Scott.

Rallycross newcomer Nikita 
Misiulia won on his Super1600 
debut, while Marc Scott took the 
RX150 final honours ahead of  
James Grint, with Craig Lomax 
claiming the Hot Hatch spoils.
O Hal Ridge

RESULTS (ALL 4 LAPS) 

BRITISH RALLYCROSS 1 Julian Godfrey (Ford 

Fiesta) 3m11.358; 2 Steve Harris (Ford Focus) 

BRITCAR ENDURANCE CHAMPIONSHIP  SILVERSTONE, APRIL 12  BRITCAR

Millard’s rapid Rapier denied Britcar double
IT WAS A MIXED OPENING DAY OF THE

Britcar Endurance Championship 
season for Mike Millard as a 
comfortable race one win was 
followed by a mystery problem  
that ended his second outing early.

Millard claimed pole for the opener 
by 0.14s in his Rapier from Javier 
Morcillo and Manuel Cintrano’s 
Mosler. He maintained the advantage 
at the start, but three laps in Morcillo 
claimed the lead. A spin for Millard 
dropped him 20 seconds back, but he 
was soon on the Spaniard’s tail again.

Millard was significantly faster 
than Cintrano after the stops, 

reclaiming first with 35 minutes left, 
and winning by almost a minute. 

Ian Stinton and Nathan Freke’s 
Ginetta took third, despite a spin at 
Club early on. The David Mason and 
Calum Lockie Ferrari 458 Challenge 
survived a hit from a backmarker to 
take fifth and Class 2 honours, just 
behind Darren Nelson and Nigel 
Greensall’s Challenge derivative.

Morcillo pulled away from pole  
position in race two as the Stinton 
and Freke Ginetta again made a poor 
start. They dropped behind Lockie 
– now driving solo – with the Ferrari 
holding them up significantly.

After ten minutes, Millard 
unexpectedly pulled into the pits, 
admitting the team had “no idea” 
what the problem was. Following the 
scheduled stops, Morcillo said he 
wasn’t confident Cintrano could hold 
on, but his co-driver performed well 
and finished 20 seconds ahead of 
Stinton/Freke. Lockie was third, but 
fourth-placed finishers Darren 
Nelson and Nigel Greensall were 
disqualified for pitting too late. 
O Stephen Lickorish

RESULTS (80 LAPS) 1 Mike Millard (Rapier 

SR2 LMPX) 1h30m55.429s (97.71mph); 

2 Javier Morcillo/Manuel Cintrano (Mosler 

MT900 GT3) +57.565s; 3 Ian Stinton/Nathan 

Freke (Ginetta G55); 4 Darren Nelson/Nigel 

Greensall (Ferrari 458 Challenge); 5 David 

Mason/Calum Lockie (Ferrari 458 Cup);  

6 Ian Anderson/Amanda Black (Ginetta G50).  

CW Nelson/Greensall; Anderson/Black; Andrew 

Donaldson (Ginetta G50 GT4). FL Millard 

1m03.927s (104.23mph). RACE 2 (79 LAPS) 

1 Morcillo/Cintrano 1h30m04.005s 

(97.40mph); 2 Stinton/Freke +21.072s; 3 Lockie; 

4 Donaldson; 5 Guillaume Gruchet (Porsche 997 

Cup); 6 Adam Hayes/Mark Radcliffe (BMW M3 

GT4). CW Lockie; Donaldson; Ryan Cefferty/Dave 

Whitmore (Honda Civic 2000). FL Morcillo/

Cintrano 1m04.093s (103.96mph).

+12.639s; 3 Simon Horton (Subaru Impreza);  

4 Ron Snoeck (Focus); no more starters. 

SUPERNATIONAL 1 Stuart Emery (Peugeot 

206) 3m34.010s; 2 Michael Boak (Audi TT) 

+7.226s; 3 Vince Bristow (BMW 325); 4 Gary 

Dixon (Vauxhall Astra); 5 Todd Crooks (BMW 

Mini); 6 Slawomir Woloch. 

SUZUKI SWIFT 1 Chris Mullen 3m43.561s;

2 Tristan Ovenden +4.327s; 3 Darren Scott;  

4 Graham Rodemark; 5 Kris Furu; 6 Dale Cozens.  

SUPER1600 1 Nikita Misiulia (Skoda Fabia) 

3m21.813s; 2 Kasparas Navickas (Fabia) 

+6.823s; 3 Marcel Snoeijers (Renault 

Megane); 4 Willem Veltman (Citroen C2);  

5 Phil Chicken (Citroen C2); 6 Davy Van Den 

Branden (Citroen DS3). 

RX150 1 Marc Scott 3m25.206s; 2 James 

Grint +6.290s ; 3 John McGovern; 4 Kevin 

Feeney; 5 Adam Sargent; 6 Richard Moore. 

HOT HATCH/BMW MINI 1 Craig Lomax 

(Citroen Saxo); 2 Tomasz Wielgosz 

(Peugeot 106) +2.733s; 3 David Bell (BMW 

Mini); 4 Stephen Gaunt (Saxo); 5 Paul 

Maybourne (Saxo).
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Holstein doubles up in 
ITCC season opener

C
H

E
S

T
E

R

THE POPULARITY OF THE PATCH

Fiesta championship continues  
to attract new drivers, including the 
likes of John Greaney, who won the 
Touring Class of the Irish Touring 
Car Championship in 2012. 

Despite the host of fresh faces, 
the main battles were still between 
the protagonists from last year: John 
Denning and Sean Lillis. 

The two drivers locked out the 
front row of the grid for the second 

race and were clear of the chasing 
pack that had to sort itself out as 
Pat Boland ran wide at Ford corner. 

Denning held the early lead, but 
was caught out by a dive down the 
inside at Dunlop by Lillis. 

Behind them, Barry Hallion was 
acting as the cork in a nine-car 
bottle, with John Boland being  
the corkscrew – twice coming 
together with the third-placed  
man, who refused to budge. 

Eventually Boland was replaced in 
fourth by JJ O’Riordan, whose Fiesta 
Zetec looked the worse for wear, but 
was still running well at the end.

O’Riordan moved up on Hallion 
in the closing stages, but was unable 
to demote him before the finish.

David Yamamoto and Daniel 
Clarkin put on an entertaining 
display in the first encounter of the 
weekend. The pair duelled until the 
flag, and a slender 0.005 seconds 

was all that separated them.
O Paul Healy

RESULTS (12 LAPS) 1 David Yamamoto 

12m14.483s (56.34 mph); 2 Daniel Clarkin 

+0.005s; 3 Darragh McMullan; 4 Barry Barrable; 

5 Brendan Fitzgerald; 6 John Greaney. Fastest 

lap Daniel Clarkin 1m11.489s (57.09mph). RACE 

2 (13 LAPS) 1 Sean Lillis 12m14.483s (56.34 

mph); 2 John Denning +2.203s; 3 Barry Hallion; 

4 JJ O’Riordan; 5 Michael Tumulty; 6 Keith 

Dawson. FL Sean Lillis 1m12.047s (57.44 mph).

Morrin and Grogan share 
Vee wins as big guns falter

DAVE O’BRIEN GRABBED POLE FOR

the opening round of the Irish 
Touring Car Championship, but 
while speed is one thing, a quick 
getaway is another – and this is 
where Eric Holstein excels.

Holstein snatched the lead by  
the first corner and remained there 
until the chequered flag, ahead of 
O’Brien’s similar BMW M3 E36 and 
Eoghan Fogarty’s Honda Integra.

The second race was a more 
fractious affair, with O’Brien getting 
the early advantage as this time 
Holstein made a bad start. The 
status quo was soon restored, only 
for Holstein to err and run wide at 
Ford corner. He managed to win the 

No stopping Fiesta frontrunners

Lillis and Denning renewed
their on-track rivalry

drag race to Bridgestone, however, 
and forced O’Brien into a mistake  
to ensure the victory.
O Paul Healy

RESULTS (12 LAPS) 1 Eric Holstein (BMW M3 

E36) 12m05.936s (68.41mph); 2 Dave O’Brien 

(BMW M3 E46) + 0.519s; 3 Eoghan Fogarty 

(Honda Integra); 4 Robert Savage (Honda 

Integra); 5 Brian Sexton (Toyota Altezza);  

6 Owain Drought (Honda Integra). CW Holstein; 

Jason Hughes (Honda Integra). FL O’Brien 

59.382s (69.69 mph). RACE 2 (15 LAPS) 

1 Holstein 15m15.099s (67.83mph); 2 O’Brien 

+0.603s; 3 Fogarty; 4 Drought; 5 Martin Duffy 

(BMW M3 E36); 6 Peter McGarry (Peugeot  

205 GTI). CW Holstein; Hughes. FL Holstein 

59.727s (69.29 mph).

PATCH FIESTA  MONDELLO, APRIL 12-13  IMRC

ITCC  MONDELLO, APRIL 12-13  IMRC

FORMULA VEE  MONDELLO, APRIL 12-13  IMRC

C
H

E
E

S
T

E
R

Holstein fought off 
O’Brien in both races 

BOTH FORMULA VEE RACES

featured safety car periods after 
some of the main players failed 
to make it past the first corner. 

Morgan McCourt and Sean 
Newsome retired early in the 
first race, while Jimmy Furlong 
and Adam McCauley followed 
suit in the second, bizarrely after 
Furlong’s steering wheel came off 
and he collected McCauley en 
route to the gravel trap. 

Novice Anthony Cross was 
impressive in the first race and 
took an early lead before falling 
to a charging Stephen Morrin. 

An aggressive drive from Dave 
O’Brien in race two drew the 
attention, with him going around 

the outside of Newsome at Ford 
to claim second and battling with 
Grogan until the chequered flag. 
O Paul Healy

RESULTS (10 LAPS) 1 Stephen Morrin  

(Leastone JH 004) 12m 14.483s (56.34 

mph); 2 Anthony Cross (Sheane) + 0.240s; 

3 Justin Costello (Leastone); 4 Damian 

Murphy (Leastone JH 002); 5 Brendan 

O’Brien (Leastone); 6 Jack Byrne (Sheane). 

FL Shane McBride 1m03.231s (65.45mph). 

RACE 2 (14 LAPS) 1 Kevin Grogan 

(Leastone JH002) 15m32.536s 

(62.13mph); 2 Dave O’Brien (Formula Vee) 

+0.165s; 3 Dan Polley (Sheane); 4 Dave  

Kelly (Sheane FV 02); 5 Colm Blackburn 

(Leastone); 6 Morrin. FL Dave Kelly 

1m01.233s (67.58 mph).

Grogan avoided chaos
for race two victory
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NATIONAL RESULTS ROUND-UP
SNETTERTON 
APRIL 12-13, CSCC

FUTURE CLASSICS (17 LAPS) 1 Dave Coyne/Christopher 

Compton Goddard (Ferrari 308 GTB) 40m14.969s 

(75.23mph); 2 Simon Taylor/John Hammersley (Vauxhll 

Astra GTE) +7.703s; 3 Geoff Beale/Philip Seaman (Talbot 

Sunbeam Lotus); 4 James Neal/Neil Harvey (Porsche 964 

Carrera 2); 5 Stuart Jefcoate (Porsche 911 Carrera);  

6 Mark Lucock (Ford Escort Mk1 RS2000). Class winners

Taylor/Hammersley; Harvey/Neal; Lucock; Robin Gray/

Thomas Gray (Pontiac Trans Am); Martin Thomas/David 

Harrison (Mazda MX5). Fastest lap Seaman 2m12.778s 

(80.49mph). 

PRODUCTION CUP FOR PORSCHE (10 LAPS) 1 Peter 

Morris (996) 21m57.017s (81.15mph); 2 David Whelan 

(993 RSR) +4.914s; 3 JM Littman (Boxster 986); 4 Andrew 

Toon (968); 5 David Grover (968); 6 Gary Jones (944 S2). 

CW Whelan; Toon. FL Littman 2m08.080s (83.44mph).

MORGAN CHALLENGE (BOTH 10 LAPS) 1 Keith Ahlers 

(Plus 8) 21m26.561s (83.07mph); 2 Philip Goddard 

(Plus 8) +44.584s; 3 Roger Whiteside (Plus 8); 4 Andy 

Green (Plus 8); 5 John Emberson (Lightweight); 6 Jonathan 

Edwards (Plus 8). CW Green; John Milbank (4/4); Christian 

McCarty (Roadster); Sharlie Goddard (Plus 8); Paul Bryan 

(4/4). FL Ahlers 2m06.031s (84.80mph). 

RACE 2 1 Ahlers 21m37.644s (82.36mph); 2 P Goddard 

+4.891s; 3 Whiteside; 4 Edwards; 5 Green; 6 Andrew 

Thompson (Plus 8). CW Edwards; McCarty; Milbank; Tim 

Ayres (Plus 8); Bryan. FL Ahlers 2m07.899s (83.56mph).

CLASSIC K SERIES (26 LAPS) 1 Harry Wyndham (Jaguar 

E-type) 1h00m59.527s (75.93mph); 2 David Holroyd 

(Lotus Elan) +1m58.895s; 3 Chas Mallard (Shelby Mustang 

GT350); 4 Michael Gray/Kallum Gray (Jaguar E-type);  

5 Nicholas Randall/Fabio Randaccio (Lotus Elan); 6 Jon 

Wolfe (Ford Falcon Sprint). CW Holroyd; Mallard; Brian 

Lambert (MGB); Richard McKoen (Triumph TR4); Gideon 

Hudson/Josh Sadler (Lotus Elite); Thomas Pead (BMW 

1600Ti); Colin Newbold (MGB Roadster). FL Mark 

Halstead (Lotus Elan S2) 2m16.215s (78.46mph).

JAGUAR SALOONS & GTs (BOTH 9 LAPS) 1 David Howard 

(XJ12) 20m44.110s (77.31mph); 2 Sam Clarke Jr (XJS) 

+7.617s; 3 James Ramm (XJS); 4 Lawrence Coppock (XJS);  

5 Cliff Ryan (XJRS); 6 Colin Philpott (XJS). CW Ramm; 

Simon Lewis (XJ6); Alasdair McGregor (X300). FL Howard 

2m16.550s (78.27mph). RACE 2 1 Howard 20m45.254s 

(77.24mph); 2 Clarke +3.262s; 3 Ramm; 4 Lewis; 

5 Philpott; 6 Kevin Doyle (XJ6 Coupe). CW Ramm; Lewis; 

Ben Walker (XJS). FL Clarke 2m15.947s (78.61mph).

SPORTS V SALOONS (7 LAPS) 1 Pascal Green (Caterham 

400) 14m46.136s (84.43mph); 2 Antony Bennett 

(Caterham R300) +5.421s; 3 Simon Smith (Caterham CSR);  

4 Richard Green (Caterham C400); 5 Bill Hailstone 

(Caterham C400); 6 Colin Watson (Caterham 7).  

CW Bennett; Lewis Mansell (Caterham Seven Roadsport); 

Lawrence Ball (Jaguar XJS). FL Smith 2m03.540s (86.51mph).

TIN TOPS (16 LAPS) 1 Nigel Ainge/Mike Jordan (Honda 

Integra DC5) 43m17.421s (65.83mph); 2 Paul Mensley/Tom 

Mensley (Ford Focus) +11.084s; 3 Richard Woods (Ford 

Focus); 4 Mark Livens (Honda Civic Type R); 5 Kenny 

Coleman/Luke Bennett (Honda Civic); 6 Toby Harris/Lisa 

Selby (Ford Puma). CW Selby/Harris; Ray Honeybone 

(Renault Clio); Garry Barlow/Danny Cassar (MG ZR);  

Ross Morris (Ford Puma); Jonathan Moore (VW Polo).  

FL Nigel Tongue (Peugeot 306) 2m13.061s (80.32mph).

BRANDS HATCH
APRIL 12-13, BARC 

PICKUP TRUCKS (18 LAPS) 1 Nic Grindrod 15m46.909s 

(82.66mph); 2 Pete Stevens +1.172s; 3 Michael Smith; 

4 David O’Regan; 5 Freddie Lee; 6 Mark Willis. FL Stevens 

51.822s (83.91mph). RACE 2 (21 LAPS) 1 Grindrod 

23m18.604s (65.29mph); 2 O’Regan +2.529s; 3 Smith; 

4 Antony Hawkins; 5 Dave Longhurst; 6 Paul Jones.  

FL Hawkins 52.326s (83.10mph).

INTERMARQUE CHALLENGE (18 LAPS) 1 Matt Simpson 

(Vauxhall Tigra) 15m00.653s (86.90mph); 2 Malcolm 

Blackman (Vauxhall Tigra) +0.701s; 3 David Brooks (Vauxhall 

Tigra); 4 Keith White (BMW Z4); 5 Lewis Smith (Vauxhall 

Tigra); 6 Mike Thurley (Vauxhall Tigra). FL Brooks 49.453s 

(87.93mph). RACE 2 (16 LAPS) 1 Simpson 15m17.057s 

(71.12mph); 2 Blackman +1.107s; 3 L Smith; 4 Simon Smith 

(BMW Z4); 5 Thurley; 6 Ray Harris (Mercedes SLK).  

FL Simpson 49.733s (87.43mph).

TIN TOPS (17 LAPS) 1 Barnaby Davies (Toyota Starlet GT) 

Julian Bronson gets it 
all wrong in the ERA 80th
birthday race at Silverstone
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15m48.542s (77.93mph); 2 Tom Bridger (Rover 220 Turbo) 

+6.210s; 3 Chris Whiteman (Honda Civic); 4 Vic Hope (Honda 

Civic Type R); 5 Terry Searles (MG ZR 180); 6 Russell Turner 

(Ford Escort Mk1). CW Bridger; Whiteman; Neal Gardiner 

(MG Metro); Peter Osborne (Renault Clio). FL Davies 54.192s 

(80.24mph).

BARC CLUBMANS CHAMPIONSHIP (BOTH 20 LAPS)

1 Paul Gibson (Nemesis K11 Proto) 16m17.876s 

(88.93mph); 2 Michael Day (Mallock Mk26) +48.050s; 

3 Howard Payne (Mallock Mk20B); 4 Peter Richings (Mallock 

Mk30PR); 5 Steven Dickens (Mallock Mk29); 6 Phil Weaver 

(Mallock Mk 27). CW Day; Payne; Alan Cook (Mallock 

Mk20B); Barry Webb (Mallock Mk16). FL Gibson 47.772s 

(91.02mph). RACE 2 1 Gibson 16m37.001s (87.23mph); 

2 Payne +29.473s; 3 Richings; 4 Marcus Bicknell (Mallock 

Mk35EB); 5 Weaver; 6 Rodney Player (Mallock Mk23).  

CW Payne; Cook; Webb. FL Gibson 47.253s (92.02mph).

OULTON PARK 
APRIL 12, BRSCC

FORD XR CHALLENGE (16 LAPS) 

1 Mark Robinson (XR2) 20m13.882s (78.48mph); 

2 Ralph Fernihough (XR2) +1.545s; 3 Michael Heath (XR2);  

4 Jack Minshaw (XR2); 5 Robert Clapton (XR2); 6 Mark 

Buxton (XR2). CW Lee Bowron (XR3i). FL Robinson 

1m13.753s (80.73mph).

SILVERSTONE 
APRIL 12, BRITCAR

BRITCAR TROPHY (ALL 25 LAPS) 1 Dan Welch (Porsche 

911) 30m25.123s (91.27mph); 2 Kevin Riley (Mosler 

MT900 GT3) +1m25.945s; 3 James MacIntyre-Ure (BMW 

E46); 4 William Lynch (BMW E36); 5 Martin Schiele (BMW 

E46); 6 Arjo Ghosh (Porsche Boxster). CW MacIntyre-Ure; 

Ghosh; Alyn James (Honda Jazz). FL Welch 1m07.929s 

(98.09mph). RACE 2 1 Welch 30m43.175s (90.37mph); 

2 Lynch -1 lap; 3 Schiele; 4 Chris Hayes/Andy Thompson 

(SEAT 2000); 5 Ghosh; 6 Ryan Cefferty/Dave Whitmore 

(Honda Civic 2000). CW Lynch; Hayes/Thompson; Ghosh. 

FL Welch 1m09.380s (96.03mph). RACE 3  1 Welch 

30m11.320s (91.96mph); 2 MacIntyre-Ure -1 lap; 

3 Lynch; 4 Schiele; 5 Ghosh; 6 Cefferty/Whitmore.  

CW MacIntyre-Ure; Ghosh; Cefferty/Whitmore. 

FL Welch 1m08.458s (97.33mph).

MONDELLO PARK
APRIL 12-13, IMRC

IRISH GINETTA JUNIORS (11 LAPS) 

1 Jack Finlay 12m40.103s (59.89mph); 2 James Roe 

+5.542s; 3 Wilson Thompson; 4 Jordan Dempsey;  

5 Loris Nikolov; 6 Charlie Linnane. FL Finlay 1m08.006s 

(60.85mph). RACE 2 (13 LAPS) 1 Johnnie Mulholland 

15m53.187s (56.44mph); 2 Thompson +7.711s; 

3 Dempsey; 4 Roe; 5 Linnane; 6 Nikolov. FL Mulholland 

1m07.847s (61.00mph).

STRYKERS & LEGENDS (12 LAPS) 1 Alan Watkins 

12m36.629s (65.63mph); 2 Alan Auerbach +0.839s; 

3 Des Bruton; 4 Mark Baker; 5 Des Meehan; 6 Roger 

Welartane. FL Watkins 1m02.093s (66.65mph). 

RACE 2 (15 LAPS) 1 Watkins 15m42.037s (65.89mph); 

2 Auerbach +8.115s; 3 Dave Griffin; 4 Bruton; 5 Baker;  

6 Colin Deering. FL Auerbach 1m01.724s (67.05mph).

FORMULA SHEANE (13 LAPS) 1 Brian Hearty 

12m47.364s (70.11mph); 2 Kevin Sheane +0.329s; 

3 Robbie Allen; 4 Keith Hogg; 5 Richard Kearney;  

6 Paul McLoughlin. FL Sheane 57.711s (71.71mph). 

RACE 2 (16 LAPS) 1 Hearty 15m36.135s (70.73mph); 

2 Sheane +6.629s; 3 Hogg; 4 Sean Hynes; 5 David Park;  

6 Enda O’Connor. FL Hearty 57.742s (71.67mph).

HRCA HISTORICS (15 LAPS) 1 David Kelly (Crossle 9S) 

15m25.708s (67.06mph); 2 Bernard Foley (MGB V8 GT) 

+25.013s; 3 Clive Brandon (Lotus Type 47); 4 Liam Ruth 

(MG Midget); 5 David Maloney (MG Midget); 6 Noel 

Kavanagh (MGB Roadster). FL Kelly 1m00.456s 

(68.45mph). 

FUTURE CLASSICS (13 LAPS) 1 Brendan Travers (Fiat 

Punto) 15m20.870s (58.42mph); 2 Barry John McHenry 

(Fiat Punto) +1.298s; 3 Ian Thornton (VW Golf); 4 Darryl 

Scully (Honda Civic); 5 David Hammond (Fiat Uno SX);  

6 Garry Byrne (Vauxhall Chevette). FL Ken Fleming 

(Toyota Starlet) 1m08.864s (60.10mph). 
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make a full-time return to the series. 
The Japanese manufacturer only 
made one appearance last year, but 
Tom Onslow-Cole has finally cut  
ties with the British Touring Car 
Championship and has teamed up 
with Paul White to pilot a JRM-
assisted GT-R, to be run on race 
weekends by JMH Automotive. 
Onslow-Cole is an established BTCC 
frontrunner, a seven-time race 
winner, and the GT-R has proven  
a capable machine in both this 
championship and the Blancpain 
Endurance Series. If TO-C can run 
with the more established GT aces, 
the pair could challenge for race wins. 

In the other Nissan is Olympic 
cycling legend Sir Chris Hoy. How the 
former Radical SR1 Cup racer will 
handle the step up is going to be a 

“The arrival of Bentley
shows keeping our
format was correct”
BENJAMIN FRANASSOVICI

fascinating subplot to the British GT 
season, and he could find himself 
thrown even further into the deep 
end with experienced Nissan ace Alex 
Buncombe alongside him and likely 
to have the car near the sharp end.

“The arrival of Bentley and return 
of Nissan shows that keeping the 
series Pro-Am was correct,” says 
series boss Benjamin Franassovici. 
“Stability has been the key to our 
success in growing it since 2010 and 
it’s what we want for the future.  
The format we have is perfect.”

That ticks off two marques, but 
there are seven more in GT3 – 
further proof that the series will not 
flatline after a stellar 2013. The crews 
that made the past two seasons so 
competitive are, naturally, back for 
more. Beechdean, Trackspeed 

T
he challenge tasked with 
British GT organisers is a 
tough but enviable one. 
Namely, how do you top  

the best year in a championship’s 
history? The 2013 season went one 
better than its predecessor, with eight 
crews, driving four different types of 
car, winning races and the finale being 
a four-way showdown for the title.

Emerging with the crown was 
Andrew Howard, with his Beechdean 
Aston Martin Vantage team-mate 
Jonny Adam denied shared ownership 
by virtue of a points penalty picked 
up halfway through the season. 

So can the series get better?  
It’s certainly trying, and bringing  
in Bentley and restoring Nissan to  
the grid is a very strong start. The 
former’s stunning Continental GT3 
was originally set to be represented 
by David Appleby’s Generation 
Bentley (customer) squad. With Steve 
Tandy – a strong Am – involved 
alongside relative GT rookie James 
Appleby, that was an interesting 
proposition, though now the factory 
M-Sport squad will also be involved. 

The World Rally Championship 
frontrunning company has led the 
development of the Continental from 
the start and, while it’ll be run on a 
customer basis – with Humaid Al 
Masaood joined by Bentley works 
driver Steven Kane – it will almost 
certainly fight at the front after an 
impressive start to its competitive life.

Aside from the addition of Bentley, 
the Nissan GT-R NISMO GT3 will 

  British GT reached new heights in 2013, but is it set  
  to get better with the big hitters back and Nissan and  
  Bentley joining in? SCOTT MITCHELL is your guide  

HOW DO
YOU TOP
THAT?

(Porsche 911), Triple Eight (BMW Z4) 
and United Autosports (Audi R8 
LMS ultra) return, as does a Barwell 
Motorsport-run Bimmer and the AF 
and FF Corse Ferrari 458 teams. The 
Ginetta G55 GT3 of Tom Sharp and 
Colin White, plus the VonRyan and 
Pyro-run McLaren MP4-12Cs, 
complete the nine different makes.  
A clutch of Aston Martin Racing-
affiliated teams – including 
Motorbase, switching from Porsche 
– add yet more intrigue. 

While the Beechdean Aston was 
the pick of the bunch over the course 
of last season, it’s not a given its feat 
will be repeated this year, but Adam 
and Howard arguably just start as 
favourites. Trackspeed Porsches won 
the first three races but crashes and 
mistakes hobbled the team’s bid for 

E
B

R
E

Y
/L

A
T

E
B

R
E

Y
/L

A
T

Trackspeed pair should
be title contenders

Two Bentleys
join the grid
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Champion Howard returns
with Aston’s Jonny Adam
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drivers’ glory, and it has slimmed 
down to two cars for this season. Phil 
Keen and Jon Minshaw reunite, while 
Warren Hughes and Jody Firth are the 
new additions. If the latter duo is not 
compromised too severely by the 
75kg weight penalty (each is silver- 
rated), both will be in the title mix.

Matt Bell (UA Audi) is back 
alongside Mark Patterson and the 
pair, which won the finale last season, 
should resume its place at the sharp 
end. Barwell’s Ecurie Ecosse-badged 
BMW set-up has changed for this 
season, with Marco Attard sticking 
around but Oliver Bryant replaced  
by single-seater refugee and BMW 
factory driver Alexander Sims. The 

former McLaren AUTOSPORT BRDC 
Award winner carries a 10kg weight 
penalty (courtesy of his platinum 
ranking), but should continue his 
strong GT transition  in the Z4. 

Triple Eight failed to win a race  
in 2013 with its pair of Z4s but  
Joe Osborne is one of the quickest 
pedallers on the grid on his day and, 
with Lee Mowle returning with 
another year’s experience, the #8 
cannot be underestimated. The form 
Ferrari duo at the end of 2013, FF 
Corse’s Rob Barff and Gary Eastwood, 
also return, while in addition to the 
AF car the final 458 comes courtesy 
of Hector Lester’s eponymous Rosso 
Verde Ferrari team, back emotionally 
for 2014 with Benny Simonsen in 
place of his late brother Allan.

The other element to this year’s 
series that last season missed out on 
is a burgeoning GT4 field. A Lotus 
Evora, the long-awaited Toyota GT86, 
two Vantages (now full-time), a 
Porsche 911 (with British Formula 
Ford champion Dan Cammish one of 
the drivers) and a BMW M3 join a 
selection of Ginetta G50s and G55s.

ENTRY LIST
NO TEAM  CAR DRIVER 1 DRIVER 2 CLASS
001 Beechdean AMR Aston Martin Vantage Andrew Howard Jonny Adam GT3
2 Generation Bentley Racing Bentley Continental Steve Tandy James Appleby GT3
3 Rosso Verde Ferrari 458 Italia Hector Lester Benny Simonsen GT3
4 Motorbase Aston Martin Vantage Ahmad Al Harthy Michael Caine GT3
5 Motorbase Aston Martin Vantage John Hartshorne Rory Butcher GT3
6 PGF-Kinfaun AMR Aston Martin Vantage Phil Dryburgh John Gaw GT3
8 Triple Eight BMW Z4 Lee Mowle Joe Osborne GT3
9 Von Ryan Racing McLaren MP4-12C TBA TBA GT3
12 Trackspeed Porsche 997 GT3 R Jody Firth Warren Hughes GT3
13 AF Corse Ferrari 458 Italia John Dhillon Aaron Scott GT3
17 M-Sport Bentley Continental Humaid Al Masaood Steven Kane GT3
18 FF Corse Ferrari 458 Italia Gary Eastwood Rob Barff GT3
21 Strata 21 Nissan GT-R NISMO Tom Onslow-Cole Paul White GT3
22 Team Pyro McLaren MP4-12C David Jones Godfrey Jones GT3
23 United Autosports Audi R8 LMS ultra Mark Patterson Matt Bell GT3
28 TF Sport Aston Martin Vantage Paul Bailey Andy Schulz GT3
29 AF Corse Ferrari 458 Italia Pasin Lathouras Richard Lyons GT3
33 Trackspeed Porsche 997 GT3 R Jon Minshaw Phil Keen GT3
38 MP Motorsport AMR Aston Martin Vantage Mark Poole Richard Abra GT3
40 IDL-CWS Ginetta G55 Colin White Tom Sharp GT3
41 Optimum Ginetta G55 Tania Mann Matt Draper GT4
42 Century Motorsport Ginetta G55 Rick Parfitt Tom Oliphant GT4
43 Century Motorsport Ginetta G55 Morten Dons Aleksander Schjerpen GT4
44 Team Parker Racing Porsche 997 Barrie Baxter Dan Cammish GT4
45 ABG Motorsport BMW M3 Peter Belshaw Declan Jones GT4
46 Twisted Team Parker Ginetta G55 Adrian Barwick Bradley Ellis GT4
47 Silverstone Auctions AMR Aston Martin Vantage Andy Ruhan Harry Whale GT4
48 Fox Motorsport Ginetta G55 Paul McNeilly Jamie Stanley GT4
49 HorsePower Racing Aston Martin Vantage Andrew Jarman Devon Modell GT4
55 Academy Motorsport Ginetta G55 Oli Basey-Fisher Matt Nicoll-Jones GT4
77 ISSY Racing Lotus Evora Oz Yusuf Gavan Kershaw GT4
79 Ecurie Ecosse BMW Z4 Marco Attard Alexander Sims GT3
80 Nissan GT Academy Team RJN Nissan GT-R NISMO Sir Chris Hoy Alex Buncombe GT3
86 GPRM Toyota Toyota GT86 TBA Stefan Hodgetts GT4
407 Beechdean AMR Aston Martin Vantage Jake Giddings Ross Wylie GT4
888 Triple Eight BMW Z4 Derek Johnston Luke Hines GT3

BRITISH GT CALENDAR
DATE CIRCUIT FORMAT
Apr 19-21 Oulton Park 2 x 60 min races
May 4-5 Rockingham 1 x 120 min race
May 31-June 1 Silverstone 1 x 180 min race
June 21-22 Snetterton 2 x 60 min races
July 11-12 Spa 2 x 60 min races
August 30-31 Brands Hatch 1 x 120 min race
September 13-14 Donington Park 1 x 120 min race

Onslow-Cole will race JMH
Nissan; Hoy an RJN version
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LETTERS  O BEST  P ICS  O LATEST  GEAR  O ON  TRACK  &  SCREEN  O ONL INE

TH I S  W E E K
What you think of the motorsport news of the past week

There has been a good deal of debate  

about the unfair nature of the grid penalty 

imposed on Daniel Ricciardo in Malaysia 

after the unsafe release in the pits. 

I think you’ll find the majority of teams, 

while being happy that one of their drivers 

wins the drivers’ title, are more focused on 

the constructors’ title. As such, the errors 

committed by the pit crew should be 

punished. We shouldn’t forget that, at all 

levels of motorsport, it is a team that 

competes, even though the driver may  

be the most visible element.

The success or failure of the driver on  

the track is the public face of our sport,  

but let’s focus a little on the mechanics, 

truckies, engineers and tea makers that  

make it all happen and realise they are as 

much a part of the show as the star drivers. 

Jez Wicks, Beechdean Motorsport

Don’t forget it’s a team effort

As with any new regulations, 
criticisms of one team’s domination, fuel 
and tyre conservation strategies and 
power unit noise levels are nothing new. 

In essence, though, the changes are 
merely adaptations of rules that have 
existed for years, and as has always 
been the case the fundamental 
principle of the sport, that of man and 
machine against fellow competitors  
to be the fastest, remains true. 

I would hazard a guess that most 
fans are enjoying the shake-up of an 
established competitive order and  
part of that appeal comes in watching 
teams capitalising on that advantage,  
or attempting to play catch-up.

If the new era of F1 is boring and  
akin to taxi driving, then please let’s  
have more of it. 
Michael Brierley 

Stalybridge, Cheshire 
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hear very little of how it’s being spent, 
which is a huge worry considering they 
are the ones who are investing the  
mega-millions in developing and  
entering their cars in the series. 

I’m not surprised they are getting 
frustrated – how can they or any 
prospective manufacturers plan  
for the future with confidence  
when they don’t know what the  
long-term plan is? 
Andy Maclean 

Churchill, Oxon 

Why is it that Bernie Ecclestone 
can hear the murmurs of dissent from  
the fans about the noise of the new F1 
engines and yet is deaf to the same  
fans’ howls of protest about the  
double points for the last race?
EG Makin 

By email 

Having been a purchaser of 
AUTOSPORT for 40 years and thus 
seen many different styles of Formula 1 
reporting, I believe your ‘stories of the 
race’ coverage of this year’s season  
is the best ever. 

Easy to follow, it gets to the heart  
of what happened in the race in well-
summarised individual articles.

I love it! Well done AUTOSPORT!
Brian Hunt 

Dublin, Ireland 

Can’t believe the latest on the 
WRC promoters. I thought when they 
were appointed we could breathe a 
sigh of relief that at last the WRC  
would start the journey back to  
where it belongs. 

All we are hearing is that they are 
investing millions per year in the series, 
but the manufacturers say they see or 

The driver is just 
one element 
of the show
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DUAL CARRIAGEWAY
The Prototypes go down one side; 
the GTLMs the other. After mayhem 
at Daytona and Sebring, things 
calmed down as the USC’s top two 
classes battled it out at Long Beach

LOTUS OLD BOYS GREET HILL’S 1968 INDY 500 RACER
Classic Team Lotus shows off restoration at Hethel. Now 
it’s off to Arizona, for Vince Granatelli to fit the gas-turbine!

OSBORNE SENDS A 
MESSAGE TO MUM
No, we’re not talking  
of the dysfunctional 
heavy metal/X Factor
clan, but British GT ace 
Joe Osborne on the 
series’ media day  
at Donington Park

MULLER GETS
MULLERED
World Touring 
Car champion 
Yvan Muller had 
a bad start to life 
as a Citroen 
driver when Tom 
Coronel crashed 
into his path in 
Morocco, putting 
him out of the 
second race

In pictures Desirable new releases
In the shops

MATRA MS80 1:18 MODEL
£129.99 – autosport.com/shop
Spark has released a 1:18-scale resin 
model of Jackie Stewart’s 1969 F1 World 
Championship-winning Matra MS80 for 
the first time.  The model is a superbly 
accurate replica of the car that the Scot 
drove to victory in the French Grand Prix 
that year. Stewart will hand-sign just 200 
pieces, priced at £204.99 each, to create  
a superb item of memorabilia. 

CASIO EDIFICE RED BULL
£180 – watchshop.com
Casio has released new, limited-edition 
EDIFICE watches to recognise its 
partnership with the Red Bull F1 team.
The model pictured – EFR537RB – is  
one of five new watches and features Red 
Bull’s official colours (blue, yellow, red and 
purple), a team logo and a neon illuminator 
for backlit appearance.  All the watches 
come in branded presentation boxes.

NORDSCHLEIFE 1927 T-SHIRT
€20 – nordschleife.us
The legendary Nurburgring Nordschleife 
celebrated its 85th anniversary in 2012 
with a new range of merchandise, which 
has grown over the past few years. The 
‘Nordschleife est. 1927’ anniversary 
T-shirt is black and silver, made of 100  
per cent cotton – in sizes S-3XL – and 
commemorates the year the world’s most 
demanding racetrack was completed. 

Images around the globe, from California to Norfolk via North Africa
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OULTON PARK
MSVR
April 19-21
www.oultonpark.co.uk
British GT’s stunning grid will 
do battle for the first time in 
2014 when the season kicks 
off in Cheshire on Bank Holiday 
weekend. Support comes from 
a mixed bag of sports and 
saloons, with the VW Racing 
Cup, Sports Saloons, Bernie’s 
V8s, Trackday Trophy and, on 
Saturday only, Aston GT4  
and Ginetta GT5.

SILVERSTONE
Silverstone 6 Hours
April 18-20
www.silverstone.co.uk
Our full preview for this  
starts on page 50. It’s not  
just the World Endurance 
Championship that will star at 
Silverstone; don’t forget the 
European Le Mans Series has 
a four-hour race taking place 
on Saturday afternoon, while 
the European Formula 3 
Championship races twice on 
Saturday and once on Sunday.

CIRCUIT OF IRELAND
European Rally 
Championship
April 18-19 
circuitofireland.net
The Circuit of Ireland Rally, run 
on asphalt roads in Northern 
Ireland, was first held in 1931 
and is one of the oldest in  
the world. It returns to the 
European Rally Championship, 
with Emerald Isle hero Craig 
Breen on top of the ERC 
points after three rounds. 

THRUXTON
HSCC
April 19-20
www.thruxtonracing.co.uk
The Easter Revival meeting is 
one of the HSCC’s finest and  
this edition will be the season 
launchpad for the increasingly 
popular Super Touring Trophy 
grid. Historic Formula 3 and 
Formula 5000 races will  
also be a highlight on  
Britain’s fastest circuit. 

SNETTERTON
BRSCC
April 19-20
www.snetterton.co.uk
Caterhams, Fiestas and 
Production GTIs will be part of the 
BRSCC billing on the Snetterton 
300 circuit this weekend. 

ON TRACK IN THE UK

ON TRACK AROUND THE WORLD

BTCC champion Jordan
leads the points as the
series heads to Donington
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DONINGTON PARK 
BARC
April 19-20
www.donington-park.co.uk
The second round of the  
2014 British Touring Car 
Championship takes place  
at Donington Park. Reigning 
champion Andrew Jordan leads 
the points but six other title 
winners are gunning for victory. 
Support from the regular cast of 
Renault Clios, Porsche Carreras, 
Formula Ford, Ginetta GT 
Supercup and Ginetta Juniors.

CHINESE GRAND PRIX
Formula 1 World 
Championship
Rd 4/19
Shanghai, China
April 20
formula 1.com

WORLD TOURING CAR
CHAMPIONSHIP

Rd 2/12
Paul Ricard, France
April 20
fiawtcc.com

BLANCPAIN SPRINT
SERIES

Rd 1/7
Nogaro, France
April 20-21
blancpain-gt-series.com/
sprint

AUTO GP SERIES
Rd 2/8
Paul Ricard, France
April 19-20
autogp.net

EUROPEAN TOURING
CAR CUP

Rd 1/5
Paul Ricard, France
April 20
fiaetcc.comS
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WTCC crosses the Mediterranean
from Marrakech to Paul Ricard

CASTLE COMBE
CCRC
April 21
www.castlecombecircuit.
co.uk
Combe’s litany of club 
categories, including its 
Formula Ford 1600 grid, will 
be on show on Bank Holiday 
Monday. The meeting will be 
bolstered by the addition of 
the MGOC Championship,  
as well as races for the  
popular Mini Miglia and  
Mini Se7en categories.

It’s Chinese
GP time

http://www.oultonpark.co.uk
http://www.silverstone.co.uk
http://www.thruxtonracing.co.uk
http://www.snetterton.co.uk
http://www.donington-park.co.uk
http://www.castlecombecircuit.co.uk
http://www.castlecombecircuit.co.uk
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Exclusive content coming up in 
our premium website this week

HOT ON THE WEB THIS WEEK

GET AUTOSPORT ON THE MOVE

Download it now  
from autosport.com

                 TEENAGE NASCAR STARLET WINS SECOND RACE IN ROW

THURSDAY APRIL 17
0245-0445 Sky Sports F1 LIVE
Chinese GP: Drivers’ Press Conference
2100-2315 Sky Sports F1
F1 Classic Races: China 2008
  
FRIDAY APRIL 18

0245-0445 Sky Sports F1 LIVE
Chinese GP: Free Practice 1
0645-0900 Sky Sports F1 LIVE
Chinese GP: Free Practice 2
2100-2330 Sky Sports F1
F1 Classic Races: China 2011
  
SATURDAY APRIL 19

0345-0515 Sky Sports F1 LIVE
Chinese GP: Free Practice 3
0600-0845 Sky Sports F1 LIVE
Chinese GP: Qualifying
1010-1115 Motors TV LIVE
Formula 3 Europe Race 1: Silverstone
1300-1400 British Eurosport LIVE
Auto GP: Paul Ricard Race 1
1310-1410 Motors TV LIVE
Formula 3 Europe Race 2: Silverstone
1315-1430 BBC1
Chinese GP: Qualifying Highlights
1400-1500 British Eurosport LIVE
WTCC: Paul Ricard Qualifying
1410-1855 Motors TV LIVE
European Le Mans: Silverstone

SUNDAY APRIL 20
0700-1030 Sky Sports F1 LIVE
Chinese Grand Prix
0905-1010 Motors TV LIVE
Formula 3 Europe Race 3: Silverstone
1030-1830 ITV4 LIVE
BTCC: Donington Park

1130-1930 Motors TV LIVE
WEC: Silverstone
1200-1300 British Eurosport LIVE
WTCC: Paul Ricard Race 1
1300-1400 British Eurosport 2 LIVE
WEC: Silverstone
1400-1500 British Eurosport LIVE
Auto GP: Paul Ricard Race 2
1430-1630 BBC1
Chinese Grand Prix Highlights
1600-1700 British Eurosport LIVE
WTCC: Paul Ricard Race 2
1700-1800 British Eurosport LIVE
WEC: Silverstone

MONDAY APRIL 21
1230-1430 ESPN LIVE
Blancpain Sprint Series: Nogaro
2100-2315 Sky Sports F1
F1 Classic Races: Italy 2010

TUESDAY APRIL 22
2100-2200 Sky Sports F1
F1 Classic Races: Germany 1982

WEDNESDAY APRIL 23
2100-2330 Sky Sports F1
F1 Classic Races: Hungary 2011

The next chapter in the battle between 
Mercedes team-mates Lewis Hamilton and 
Nico Rosberg takes place in China this 
weekend, and our team will be there to bring 
you the latest. Can anyone challenge the 
Silver Arrows? Plus, we look ahead to the 
World Endurance opener at Silverstone. 

SEARCH FOR: Chase Elliott wins Nationwide Series race at Darlington (2:07)

Chase Elliott is the 18-year-old son of former Cup champ Bill. Watch him go from fifth to 

first at Darlington, one of the toughest ovals in America, to win his second consecutive 

Nationwide Series race against the likes of Kyle Busch, Kevin Harvick and Matt Kenseth.

O IN THE iPAD 
    ISSUE THIS WEEK

O HIGHLIGHTS FROM 
INDYCAR, WTCC 
AND BLANCPAIN

O ON SALE ALL OVER 
THE WORLD FOR  
ONLY £2.99

Revved up over what’s on the box

Your guide to the best events taking place in the UK and around the world – plus TV and online

ON TELEVISION ONLINE
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Silverstone WEC, 
live on Motors TV
and Eurosport

The true beauty of sporting drama 
is how it can’t be scripted, yet it can 
produce moments that are stranger  
than fiction. Of course, it can be scripted 
– rally ledge Sebastien Loeb’s cruise to 
victory in the latter stages of race two in 
the World Touring Cars at Marrakech 
over his Citroen team-mate smacked  
of that – but it’s what went before that 
provided some great telly.

With the mercurial Tom Coronel  
(after chatting away on the warm-up  
lap) on pole position, having bounced 
back from a lairy old practice crash,  
and local hero (and I mean fanatical 
levels of support) Mehdi Bennani 
alongside him, there was always  
going to be fireworks. 

It took only a matter of seconds  
for them to collide in one of those 
we-could-see-that-coming, why-couldn’t-
they moments – just like the scary 
Marco Sorensen/Jazeman Jaafar 

acrobatics in Formula Renault 3.5  
at Monza on Saturday afternoon.

Coronel’s car was reduced to junk as 
it slammed into the wall, got hit by Yvan 
Muller, and then hit another wall. As red 
flags flew and Tom walked back, he 
threw his arms open as Bennani (who 
escaped unscathed) drove past him.

But with the cars gridding up again, 
we got one of those moments you just 
can’t account for. As Eurosport’s pitlane 
reporter Ben Constanduros was 
interviewing Bennani in the car, Coronel 
arrived. “I was crying for you! You are my 
friend,” whined the clearly distressed 
Bennani. Coronel aired his views, too,  
but you didn’t know who to feel the most 
sorry for: Coronel, out of the race and his 

car in bits, or Bennani, and his survivor’s 
guilt ahead of restarting from pole. 

They agreed to disagree, but Bennani 
wouldn’t let Coronel go without hugging 
him. Bizarre when you consider he’d fired 
him (not on purpose, of course) into  
a concrete wall a few minutes earlier.

Then, more remarkable scenes. From 
Bennani’s onboard camera we get Gabriele 
Tarquini, a spectator after his practice crash, 
leaning into Bennani’s cockpit and shouting 
at him (in French) to pull himself together. 
He did, and finished in the top five.

With Loeb winning on his debut 
weekend, and a round on home soil this 
coming Sunday, I think Eurosport has  
a motorsport soap opera on its hands.
Revved Up

Bennani was the
centre of attention
in Marrakech
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WE’D BEEN TRYING SO HARD 

to get sponsorship from Q8 Oils in 
the 1992 European championship. 
We knew that they wanted to be 
involved with rallycross – they had 
just pulled out of their Ford deal in 
the WRC, so they’d given all their 
millions to them – but we got a 
decent budget from them and Ford 
were helping a little bit, too. 

We’d had a good start to the 
season, and had finished third in 
Finland. The French event at 
Bergerac was halfway through the 
year, and Martin Schanche had been 
banned for famously jumping on the 
track in Finland. He had stuck 
Francois Delecour and Tommy 
Rustad – two really quick drivers 
– in his cars to try to help his 
championship challenge. We had Q8 
Oils with us, they turned up with 
their huge rig and all the gear. They 
had been listening to my jargon all 
year – I’d been saying that I was a 
lot better than I really was, so I had 
to prove a point at Bergerac! 

As usual in France, about 30,000 

changes, so it was all about left-foot 
braking, keeping the power on and 
just trying to control these brutes. 
The cars of today are shopping cars 
in comparison to what we used back 
then, you struggled to get it round a 
corner then floor the throttle – it 
was like a rocket going off between 
corners. Things like turning didn’t 
exist, the car pretty much went in 
the direction it was pointing, so you 
had to move it around a lot. 

During the race I began to relax, 
and started to bring it together. 
Slowly I pulled away and led from 
start to finish. Pailler was second and 
Delecour third. It was one of the 
greatest things in the world: I was 
standing on the podium between  
two French stars in front of 30,000 
Frenchman; I was singing God Save 
the Queen but I was the only one! 
You could hear a pin drop.

Q8 fully came on board after that, 
they were just blown away by the 
sport. It was my first and, in the end, 
only European championship win.
Pat Doran was talking to Hal Ridge

PAT DORAN MOVED FROM 
rallying to rallycross in 1990. He 
was runner-up in the European 
championship in ’92, won four 
British titles and triumphed in the 
British Rallycross GP in 2004. Still 
competing, he also oversees the 
running of the family team LD 
Motorsports, running cars in the 
new World Rallycross series. Last 
year he also took part in the Pikes 
Peak Hillclimb in a Ford RS200.

people were there to support the  
star French guys coming in to race 
against us. 

The atmosphere was amazing.  
The top boys like Schanche and  
Will Gollop used to put me under  
a lot of mental pressure in those 
days, because I was the new boy on 
the block but we qualified on pole 
position, and I didn’t have too a bad 
a start. I remember leading and  

I kept looking in the mirror to see 
Delecour, Jean-Luc Pailler and 
Gollop all piling into each other 
behind me, driving over the top of 
each other. It was a very technical 
circuit, you couldn’t lose your head 
and you had to keep everything 
under control. 

Driving with 800 brake 
horsepower and turbo lag you could 
have a cup of tea between gear 

Pat Doran

NEXT WEEKCHINESE GP REPORT
Plus: Silverstone WEC and Donington BTCC
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Doran took the Q8
RS200E to his only
ERC win in France

“I looked in the mirror to see Delecour, Pailler and Gollop hitting each other”
Q European Rallycross Q Bergerac, France Q June 7, 1992 Q Ford RS200E Q First and only ERC win
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Piquet’s Brazil ’82 podium
wobble wouldn’t happen now

INTRODUCTIONAUTOSPORT PERFORMANCE

CONTENTS

IT’S NO SECRET THAT FORMULA 1 DRIVERS HAVE TO BE 
supremely fit to compete at the highest level of our sport. But,  
the way some fans talk on social media (“it’s no different from 
playing on a PlayStation” is a popular refrain), you’d think F1  
was little more than ‘a Sunday drive’ for its participants. 

In fairness to those misguided voices, the drivers aren’t  
doing themselves any favours here because they do make it  
look easy – and this season it has in fact become easier for  
them thanks to the reduced levels of downforce on the cars.  
But much of the reasoning for a misguided impression of how 
easy F1 is physically can trace its roots back to the incredible  
levels of physical conditioning the drivers undertake in order  
to ensure they can operate at their peak for as long as possible. 

The fitter they are, the better they can withstand the enormous 
g-forces exerted on their bodies, thus the faster they can drive
for longer without getting tired. The less tired you are, the less 
energy you expend in the first place (both physically and mentally) 
and hence you suddenly find yourself stepping out of an F1 car 
after a two-hour grueller in Malaysia looking like you’ve just  
been for a day out at the spa. 

While the levels of fitness required at the lower levels are not  
as extreme, the principles are the same. In the second edition of 
our special Performance supplement, we go behind the scenes at 
the McLaren Performance Academy to discover how the journey 
to becoming a better driver can begin in the gym.

OUR EXPERTS’ GUIDE TO
MAKING YOU GO FASTER

PAGE 14
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Car star’s lowdown 
on paying for your 
motorsport career. 
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to finding that extra tenth of a second.
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in and where to do it. Here are  
the contact details for the key 
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circuits in the UK and Ireland. 
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Driver’s eye view Andy Priaulx
The BMW sportscar ace explains  
how he progressed from hillclimber  
to multiple touring car champion,  
spurred on by a combination of  
focus, determination and self-belief.
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COACHING
MASTERCLASS
ROB WILSON

“I’d say 10 per cent of drivers are racing drivers; 
the other 90 are people who drive racing cars”

AUTOSPORT PERFORMANCE

A
t the start of every season it’s 
important to ask yourself, what did 
I do wrong last year? If you want to 
improve, this is the best place to 
start. This will undoubtedly lead to 
a series of supplementary queries, 
namely: did I have enough budget? 
Was my car good enough? Was I 
with the right team? 

Remember that very few 
championships, whether it’s 
Formula 1 or a club championship, 

are won by anything other than the best car. With 
the plethora of one-make series these days it’s 
very difficult to choose the wrong car. In a 
multi-chassis category it will be fairly obvious 
which is the best, so it’s probably best to focus  
on that rather than imagine you’re a genius who  
is going to outwit the rest in an unfancied car  
with one superior feature. 

Once you have your car you’re going to need a 
team of people to help run it. If budget isn’t there, 
which is probably true for most people, remember 
a team is only a collection of individuals, and 
outside the immediate framework of ‘racing teams’ 
there are a number of very able people who have 
either been involved at a professional level and are 
no longer doing it, or are professional people not 
involved in racing who can help manage things. 

Find the most experienced person in 
motorsport that you know and raid their contacts 
book. Motor racing is a very difficult business to 
get into, but a very easy one to fall out of. You’d be 

amazed how many capable people would like to be 
involved as weekend warriors or paid part-timers, 
so remember it’s possible to put together a very 
capable team for not a lot of money. Just use your 
undoubted charm; people like to spend time with 
people they like! This was exactly my approach 
when I raced in Formula 3 – I borrowed chassis,  
found workshops for the Ralt RT3, got help  
from some able people. 

People will work for a driver that shows 

However well you did last season, there is always room for improvement. As 2014 campaigns get underway around  
the world, our resident driving expert suggests ways you can better yourself behind the wheel, and out of the car

help you with a contact or some useful advice.  
Get to know the industry, because the industry 
likes drivers who take an interest, and goodwill  
is as bankable as cash.

If you go to a racing team, remember they  
carry a premium cost because they have to turn  
a profit, or else they won’t exist the following 
season. You’ll need to study how they did before 
and go with one of the more successful teams. 
However, it’s crucial this decision is not purely 
results-led. Often there is a misleading 
perception of what constitutes a ‘good’ team. 
What works for one driver may not work for  
the next, so it’s important to think about the 
human chemistry. So many drivers have arrested 
their career momentum by jumping to a more 
fancied team, rather than building on the 
relationships already fostered. 

The very best teams always seem to get the 
results, but don’t forget the top teams are often 
multi-car and you’ll be more unhappy finishing 
fourth in a race behind all your team-mates in  
a four-car team than you would finishing sixth 
overall but ‘first’ in another. The ‘top’ team is  
not necessarily the right answer, but nevertheless 
you want to go with the best team you can find. 
Consistency and continuity of personnel is vital.

ambition. Was the Tyrrell Formula 1 team as 
effective after the Jackie Stewart years? No. What 
was the difference? Perhaps Jackie Stewart was  
the prime motivator there. Did McLaren have the 
same ‘zing’ to it after James Hunt left? Arguably 
not until Alain Prost returned in the mid-’80s. 
People always like to know they’ve got a chance! 

I was talking to an ex-F1 team manager the 
other day who said: “What made us good 
managers?” He pointed to a photograph of  

Ronnie Peterson and Reine Wisell and said:  
“They made us good managers, because they  
were so fast!” It is down to you as the driver  
to provide the inspiration.

It’s also crucial to develop relationships with 
people in the industry, such as those who make 
shock absorbers, or transmission specialists.  
You may be able to negotiate lower prices or  
even just glean information. These people have 
usually been involved for many years and may 

Stewart could be
 seen as Tyrrell’s
 prime motivator…

Hard graft key to Hill’s 
two world championships
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Infrastructure taken care of, you need to ask 
yourself what else stopped you winning every 
award going? Here it’s important to be realistic 
about your abilities. It’s one of the toughest 
businesses out there and how good you are is not 
subjective, it’s governed by a lie detector called  
the stopwatch. I would say 10 percent of drivers 
are racing drivers; the other 90 per cent are people 
who drive racing cars. There is a difference. 

It’s possible to narrow that gap, but that comes 
down to ensuring you know how to relate to your 
engineer, how a car works dynamically – if I 
adjust this I get that – so you can guide the 
engineers, and learning your craft as a racer. There 
are many racing drivers who have failed, and many 
people who drive racing cars who’ve finished first 
in a number of races and championships! 

A natural racing driver would be someone who 
has great car control, brilliant reflexes, and can 
twirl a car around their little finger. But if you fall 
into that category be careful it doesn’t blind you 
to the technicalities, because you won’t be able to 
out-drive everyone all of the time. The car does  
an awful lot of the work, and if you don’t have a 
structured approach to your driving, people with 
less talent but more application will beat you. 

That’s why there’s quite a high failure rate 

DRIVING TECHNIQUE

among the purely natural drivers and quite a high 
success rate among lesser drivers who decided 
with burning ambition they would do everything 
possible to improve. We’ve all seen people who 
you wouldn’t think could drive a nail into a piece 
of wood go on to have very successful careers. 
Application is the key. When you have the 
combination of natural driver and application,  
you get a Vettel or an Alonso. Their future  
success is almost guaranteed. The danger for 
natural drivers is they become lazy. Graham Hill 
was never rated as a natural driver, but he won  
two world championships, Le Mans and the  
Indy 500. He had phenomenal success against 
high quality team-mates as a result of working 
hard. And he started as a mechanic.

In terms of the actual driving, improvement is 
all about reducing mistakes. Occasionally you can 
grab a position with a daredevil manoeuvre, but 
knowing when to give it away is as important as 
knowing when to take it. There’s a lot to be said 
for backing off even just one per cent in your 
driving, because it just makes everything that 
much easier. You always pay twice for every error. 
With a big mistake you’ll lose a race and have to 
either fix the car or fix yourself (or both) so you’re 
mentally and physically ready for the next one; if 

Inspirational figures like 
Peterson spurred on teams

…while Hunt gave 
McLaren its ‘zing’

you make a small error you will naturally second 
guess the next time you reach that corner.  
Every mistake carries compound interest. Of 
course it is also a mistake to drive too slowly,  
so everything has to be delivered on a threshold. 
This is the tightrope everyone has to walk. The 
car still has to dance. 

The natural drivers tend to rely too much on  
car control and reflexes. At the top level, drivers 
who have neglected the technicalities of car 
set-up and the slower corners that proliferate  
now will find it hard to maintain an advantage.  
It used to be that you could make more time in 
the faster corners, but cars and circuits have 
developed to the point where that is no longer 
true. No more are we racing on bicycle tyres  
with cars that have 500 more horsepower than  
the chassis can handle. The natural driver has to 
learn to manipulate direction change with more 
subtlety and not hold on to slides for too long.

When it comes to the driver who’s a little bit 
shy of the limit, you can build skill into them that 
will get them across the line just as efficiently. 
This is about understanding your relationship  
to the car and the car’s relationship to the track 
surface; thinking more about driving as a dynamic 
process of weight transfer, rather than a sequence 
of linear inputs on a panel of controls. 

It’s all about a series of little warnings – that 
you give the car and the car gives back to you – 
about what’s happening, whether it be braking, 
steering, accelerating, or changing gear. Once you 
become sensitised to these warnings, and it takes 
time, you can reach a true threshold without your 
survival instinct trying to take over. Then you can 
be as fast as anyone else out there. While you are 
introducing some tiny anticipatory movements 
into your driving to see off potential problems, 
the natural driver will be in your mirrors holding 
on to a massive opposite-lock slide.

It’s often said that it’s much easier to slow  
a fast driver down than speed a slow driver up,  
but I often think, why did that fast driver never 
win the world championship while that slower 
driver edged their way up into first place? 
Sometimes the fast drivers never slow down  
and sometimes the slow drivers never speed up! 
But it is possible to train both to be better and  
as good as each other. In the end, there’s more 
than one way to skin the cat. 
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DRIVER’S EYE VIEW
ANDY PRIAULX
The BMW sportscar ace and multiple tin-top champion 

reveals how he honed his talent, and what makes him tick

I started hillclimbing with my dad; it was fun that soon got 
serious because if you’re competitive you want to do whatever 
you’re doing well. I always had a competitive instinct and put 

that energy into preparing the car – setting it up to perfection. 
I did a few years winning classes, then dad and I managed  

to sign a sponsor and we bought a Formula 1-engined Pilbeam.  
I managed a 100 per cent score and won the championship  
and Jackie Stewart gave me a test in a Formula Vauxhall Lotus.  
I didn’t have a clue, but I just learned lap-by-lap to go faster.  
It was pure intuition, I had no idea of technique, racing line,  
brake management. I just knew how to drive a hillclimb car up  
a very narrow road very quickly. That was all of my schooling. 
Until I went to the Winfield School in France… 

Damon Hill did it, Olivier Panis too. I impressed the guys so 
much they paid for some of my first year in Formula Renault! 
Mike Knight was my driver coach. He gave me a chance and an 
idea of what was expected of me, but I taught myself to drive. My 
first year of really learning came with John Pratt, who runs iZone. 
We used to work together at Silverstone Driving School. Together 
we built this working method of being a professional racing driver, 
which over 14 years has now become iZone driver training.

This covers how you work with the team, how you debrief 
yourself, car performance, feedback, how you improve your own 
performance, how you overcome your limiting beliefs, how you 
build performance in your environment. We refined and refined 
and refined it. He loved my motivation, my determination and  
my rawness. We just clicked.  

I tried to go into Formula 3 too early. Having just come out  
of hillclimbing, I didn’t have the experience, so I dropped into 
Renault Spiders. But I had to do something sensational to  
launch my career. So I set about trying to win every single race.

or never. This is total, pure performance. 
When you get too comfortable you lose that. It has to be a bit 

uncomfortable. I’ve always felt that way, and that’s how I get the 
best out of myself. It costs a lot of energy, but I need to be on edge, 
I can’t afford to be too relaxed. It’s not easy, because as you get 
more experienced you relax and become comfortable in the car, 
you’ve seen it all before, your adrenaline goes – that’s why it’s 
harder for older drivers. You have to learn how to still ignite  

I hadn’t actually won a race when I made that goal, but I learned 
about meditation and visualisation and that gave me the belief, 
the expectancy and the overwhelming power to achieve it. I won 
13 races in 1999, all from pole position.

I’d had so much failure until that point, whether it was with 
sponsors, losing out on drives, or not being quick enough. The 
risk is that you start to believe your situation. At a very desperate 
time in my career, I found an exit by being purely focused on what 
I wanted to achieve. I found a way to build performance from that 
– focusing on what I was good at and what I could influence. 

I seem to have big moments in my career every year, but one  
of the biggest came at Magny-Cours, where I convinced Serge 
Saulnier to give me a drive in F3, despite throwing the car at  
the gravel twice! I convinced him to give me another shot, 
I bounced back and I got the drive. There was so much  
pressure. I had to perform. There was no exit. It was now  

that spark as your body changes. 
Driving is a balancing act of emotion and of pureness of intent. 

Technique will change depending on what car and what session 
you’re in, but you also need to consider what you want from the 
car and what you need from those around you to make you faster.

It’s analysis without judgment, confidence without arrogance, 
belief but still feeling on the edge, thinking but not over-thinking. 
When you’re in the car and driving it’s about not thinking, but 
when you’re out of the car it’s about analysing and bettering 
yourself for the next session. 

Timing is very important: knowing when to think and analyse, 
but also when to just pull the ripcord. I’ve always said I’m at my 
best when I’m following and homing in on a guy and everything  
is on the line. That point beyond comfortable is raw. Everything  
is bright, everything is awareness. No judgment, you are beyond 
that. It is instinct. 

’99 Renault Spider
title was a 13-win, 
13-pole clean sweep

DRIVING ETHOSAUTOSPORT PERFORMANCE

  “It’s analysis without judgment, confidence without arrogance,  

  belief but still feeling on the edge, thinking but not over-thinking”  
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(three months apart) in groups. 
The drivers can be in constant dialogue with the 

team, as they are encouraged to upload their 
‘performance diaries’ to an online database (for 
monitoring and intervention). This covers all aspects  
of performance ‘wellbeing’, not just the drivers’ physical 
condition. On their last review day, the current intake 
will ‘graduate’ from the Academy.

STRUCTURE OF THE PERFORMANCE CAMP
The Performance Academy runs throughout the year 
and is targeted mainly at karters and single-seater 
drivers, though others are not excluded. The aim is to 
have specialist programmes for different categories.

There are five components to the scheme: A 
three-day camp at MTC (expanded from two days 
last year), individual fitness and evaluation days,  
and three review days over the course of the year 

TRAIN TO WIN
CLAYTON GREEN
It’s all too easy to overlook fitness in a racing driver’s remit. As the 2014 season gets underway, McLaren’s human performance manager 
explains what goes on behind the scenes and how its new academy uses F1 expertise to help young racers become professional athletes

T
he McLaren Performance 
Academy is about taking 
performance to a higher level 
through teaching excellence  
and winning strategies. It’s  
about building professional 
driving athletes.

We’re looking for drivers of  
all ages, but they must have 
shown dedication and ambition, 
because these are things we can’t 
teach or instil. They have to be 

self-motivated and take responsibility for 
themselves, constantly searching for and taking 
every opportunity to improve.

We want to provide a framework to add 
professionalism to talent. We can provide 
education and training to get the best from a 
driver. A partnership with McLaren also offers 
opportunities and opens doors for drivers. 

Our approach is to build relationships with the 
drivers and provide an opportunity for them to 
develop. We’re not here to judge them, and we’re 

not looking for weaknesses or flaws. This is an 
opportunity to improve as a driver.

McLaren is a great engineering company,  
and I like to think that we are the human 
engineering part. Working with our partners 
GlaxoSmithKline and Technogym, we have 
formulated methods to improve performance  
and ensure our drivers and pitcrew are in  

peak condition for each race. 
Some people are not sure why you need a 

driver-development programme in the first 
place. But as the sport has developed technically 
through the decades, so have the demands on 
the drivers. They have to adapt and evolve 
physically as the cars get faster. This is true all 
the way through the sport, not just in Formula 1. 
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COMMITMENT

SINGLE-SEATER PERFORMANCE

THE WELLBEING WHEEL OF SUCCESS

The demands Formula 1 places on a driver are 
unique. The neck strength required for the 
G-forces is immense; you put them in a 
restrictive climate, with temperatures of 50C in 
the cockpit for two hours, with only one litre of 
fluid onboard. And you have to be as focused at 
the end as you are at the start. 

F1 drivers thus need to have the cardiovascular 
fitness of marathon runners, the strength, 
stamina, and reactions of a top-class fighter, and 
the mental agility and cognitive abilities of a 
chess grand master.

To help the drivers and team cope with these 
incredible demands, the McLaren Technology 
Centre features a state-of-the-art Fitness & 
Wellbeing Centre, which includes a suite of 
high-tech Technogym equipment. Working with 
McLaren, Technogym has developed a neck 
exercise machine that looks like an F1 car and 
recreates the G-forces that drivers will 
experience in the cockpit.

We’ve also partnered with GlaxoSmithKline  
to apply advanced sports science to improve the 
performance of our entire race team. The team 
has been working with technicians at the GSK 
Human Performance Lab, which has designed 
bespoke, cutting-edge training, recovery and 
nutrition programmes that help our race team 
function at an optimum level.

Racing drivers are the most difficult athletes  
to work with because they need to be strong in 
every area. We’re not here to tell you how to 
drive the car; we’re here to educate you in all  
the other areas that will help your performance. 

Wellbeing is the most important aspect in 
enabling you to drive at your maximum. Racing 
drivers often think their maximum is at a certain 
level and are not aware of their potential, so they 
think they’re working at their maximum when  
in actual fact they aren’t. The Academy is a 
chance to gain the tools that will help them  
reach this extra level.

We operate a ‘plan, do, review’ process. We try 
to keep it simple in theory, because it’s actually  
a lot more complicated in practice. We will 
assess the driver’s requirements for their racing 
programme as well as their current fitness and 
mental state, then put a programme in place for 
them to follow. 

It’s important these objectives are agreed with 
the driver, but most importantly they have to be 
at the centre of it and take responsibility for 
everything. Without that commitment, we are 
wasting our time. It’s easy to be excited when 
you are here at the MTC, but drivers need to 
retain their enthusiasm and motivation when 
training away from the centre. Each minute of 
every day you need to be doing everything you 
can to reach your goals.

We generally come across two types in terms  
of their motivation: some are driven to win –  
they want that competitive edge and winning is  

“Each minute of every day drivers need to be 
doing everything they can to reach their goals”

McLAREN’S ACADEMY

INCREASED MACHINE PERFORMANCE REQUIRES INCREASED HUMAN PERFORMANCE

BRAIN
O Ability to concentrate on many stimuli at once
O Need to quickly filter relevance of data
O Prevent fatigue to decision making capabilities

ARMS AND GRIP
O Strong to resist sudden torques and vibrations
O Fast reactions
O Fine motor control or steering adjustments/interacting 
with steering wheel

NECK
O Strong to protect cervical spine
O Ability to maintain field of view

CARDIOVASCULAR SYSTEM
O Approx 80 per cent max heart rate
O Up to two hours in duration

CORE
O Protect spine and internal organs from G-forces
O Stable foundation from which to generate force

O Sleep
O Stress
O Rhythm

O Posture
O Movement
O Injuries

O Cardiovascular
O Strength
O Neuromuscular

O Focus
O Evaluation
O Preparation
O Visualisation

O Immune Function
O Eyesight
O Hearing
O Blood Pressure

O Body Weight
O Body Composition
O Hydration
O Nutrition Rhythm

LEGS
O Ability to produce large forces for sudden braking
O Fine motor control to accurately judge braking and acceleration

VISION
O Focus on quickly changing subject matter
O Adjust depth-perception constantly

RECOVERY

GENERAL HEALTH

MENTAL ENERGY

PHYSICAL

BIO-DYNAMICS

NUTRITION
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V-SIT AND STEER
The V-sit position and steering exercise is great  
for strengthening the arms, core and shoulder 
muscles. Steering a Formula 1 car through 
high-speed corners requires precision, as well as 
the highest athleticism to cope with G-force.  

DUMBBELL PRESS-UP
Strength and endurance are key fitness components 
to focus upon. When I’m training, I do dumbbell 
press-ups because they require a lot more control  
and strength of the shoulder and core muscles than a 
regular press-up. This is a great accompaniment to 
neck conditioning, which differentiates an F1 driver 
from other athletes.

CARDIOVASCULAR TRAINING
I usually spend 90-120 minutes on one of the 
Technogym bikes in the gym at MTC, and I mix this 
with other types of aerobic training that vary my heart 
rate. The aim is to replicate the physiological effects 
of the race on my body. A strong cardiovascular 
system is essential for tolerating the extreme 
temperatures of races like Malaysia and Singapore.

McLAREN’S ACADEMYAUTOSPORT PERFORMANCE

McLAREN PERFORMANCE ACADEMY PROFILES

CLAYTON GREEN
Human Performance Manager.
Clayton is an ex-personal trainer 
and rugby player who developed 
his own business specialising in 
biodynamics and posture. Has 
been at McLaren since 2008. Was 
Lewis Hamilton’s trainer in 2010. 

SIMON 
REYNOLDS
Driver 
Performance 
Manager.
Simon 
became a 
fitness trainer after finishing his 
A-levels and established the 
foundations of the Performance 
Academy with Adam Costanzo 
(Lewis Hamilton’s former trainer) 
in 2006. He has worked with 
around 25 young drivers over 
eight years. He trained Heikki 
Kovalainen in 2008 and now 
works with Kevin Magnussen, 
Stoffel Vandoorne, Gary Paffett 
and Oliver Turvey. 

DAVID 
HARVEY
Performance 
Specialist.
David came 
straight to 
McLaren from 
his sports science degree at 
Portsmouth University in 2006. 
Does data analysis and testing  
of the drivers in the ‘lab’.

“We work on physical, performance thinking and 
racecraft. You can tie most things into those”

KEVIN MAGNUSSEN’S TOP-THREE TIPS FOR MOTORSPORT FITNESS
Here are three key exercises that McLaren driver Kevin Magnussen uses to make sure he’s in tip-top shape for racing

 what they enjoy; others simply enjoy the buzz 
of driving fast. We have to work out a 
programme that will ‘switch them on’.

There are three fields we work on: physical, 
performance thinking, and racecraft. You can tie 
most things into those. We use the analogy of a 
race weekend and drivers are encouraged to 
consider the strands of their own performance 
within the context of pre-race preparation, 
in-race performance, post-race review and 
recovery. This works particularly well for 
delivering the information, because drivers can 
relate to this structure. We try to get them to 
understand how they all interlink and influence 
each other, so they’re not just individual 
disciplines. The real strength is combining  
them all to get the best from a driver.

It’s difficult for these guys, because in any 
other sport you might have access to at least 
your tools to practice with day in and day out, 
but in motorsport you don’t. It gets very 
expensive, and when you get to F1 level you are 
restricted by the governing body as to how often 
you’re allowed to get into your car. 

Ultimately you end up spending less and less 
time on the track doing what you want to do 
with your tools. So what you do outside the car 
at that point becomes even more fundamentally 
important, to make sure you are at your peak 
every time you get into it. There aren’t many 
sports where you spend less time doing that 
activity the more professional you become. In 
football, it’s completely the other way around!

Professionalism in motorsport is something 
that is still developing. It can be at a much higher 
level than it is currently. Traditionally, there has 
been a view that it’s more about the equipment 
than the drivers. But drivers are starting to adopt 
more professional principles that will help them 
improve their abilities and their careers. 

Compared to other sports, motorsport has 
lagged behind a little bit. It’s come on in the past 
10 years, but there’s still more potential there to 
maximise what drivers are capable of in these 

machines. All athletes need to be relaxed to be  
at their most competitive. They have to be in a 
state where they can work at their optimum level 
without draining energy. Reserve capacity will 
gain you performance.

Formula 1 has historically been very different 
to some of the other levels feeding up to it, in 
that there’s been this enormous freedom of 
technical innovation, so you can understand  
why perhaps the F1 teams have focused on that, 
because that’s where the biggest gains were. 

But as the rules have changed it has brought 
the performance of the teams and the cars much 
closer together. This brings the performance of 
the driver into play a lot more. If you’re talking 
about tenths of a second between one car and 
the next, if your driver’s having a good day or a 
bad day, or is dehydrated, carrying an injury, or  
a cold, they can make that difference. 

It says a lot for the drivers who are in it now, 
and it also shows how human performance has 
come to the forefront. 

CONTACT
Any drivers interested in 
finding out more about the 
Performance Academy should 
email performanceacademy@
mclaren.com

mailto:performanceacademy@mclaren.com
mailto:performanceacademy@mclaren.com
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VALETPRO’S ADVANCED NEUTRAL SNOW FOAM

ValetPRO’S Advanced Neutral Snow Foam has been designed to offer users a 
fast, effective, contactless pH neutral cleaner that’s safe to use on all surfaces.

The pH neutral formulation means previous 
layers of wax or sealants will remain intact, 
while sponsor livery will not be stripped or 
damaged. Race teams, drivers and private 
owners can rest assured vehicles will require 
minimal time and effort to clean with 
professional results assured.

Used in conjunction with a foam lance, 
Advanced Neutral Snow Foam produces a 
thick, clingy foam that works its way through 
road grime, bugs, rubber spots and general 
grime. Simply spray the solution all over the 
vehicle bodywork and wait for five minutes, 
then rinse off.

The concentrated formulation means 
customers can tailor the product to suit;  
a lightly soiled car may require a ratio of 
1:30, whereas a heavily soiled race car 
may require 1:15.

In addition, Advanced Neutral Snow 
Foam removes light brake dust and loose 
dirt from all types of wheels, including 
magnesium, carbon, polished or powder-coated wheels.

THE ULTIMATE TOOL BAG FROM DRAPER TOOLS

New from Draper Tools is the Expert Quality 45L Hi-Vis Tool Bag 
(Stock No: 31085). 

Manufactured from heavy-duty polyester with a strong, solid base,  
this spacious bag is made to last.

Whether you’re carrying vehicle maintenance tools or DIY essentials, 
this multi-purpose bag can handle it all. At an impressive 60cm in 
length and with over 20 exterior pockets, there’s plenty of room for all 
sorts of tools and equipment. There are convenient carry handles as 
well as a robust, well-made shoulder strap. What’s more, you certainly 
won’t lose this bag in a hurry thanks to its bright, high-visibility 
reflective strips. As part of the Draper Expert range, you can be sure 
that this bag is high quality, durable and won’t let you down.

For more information and stockist details visit www.drapertools.com 

Draper Tools is a leading distributor of hand and power tools. 
Established in 1919 by Bert Draper, the company is still family owned 
and run today. Draper Tools prides itself on the range, quality and value 
of its expanding product portfolio which includes over 9000 products 
spanning sectors including automotive, gardening, agriculture, DIY, 
construction and many more. Draper Tools products are available 
through a wide range of stockists  
both online and in stores. 
For more information, stockist 
details and trade enquiries see: 
www.drapertools.com.

LATEST GEAR
VALETPRO                 

DRAPER TOOLS                                                      

CLEAN DRIVE
CLEAN DRIVE, CUTTING FUEL COSTS ON RACE DAY

•   Safe for petrol/diesel & hybrid engines 
•   Cleans & de-clogs catalytic converter/DPF 
•   SAVE UP TO 15% ON FUEL EFFICIENCY
•   Cleans entire fuel system
•   Cleans EGR valve /injectors/Lambda sensor
•   Lubricates engine
•   Maintains entire fuel system 
•   Reduce harmful emissions by up to 60%

IMPROVE YOUR MPG IN 4 EASY STEPS

For more information and to find your local stockist 
please visit www.clean-drive.co.uk

AUTOSPORT PERFORMANCE

VALETPRO’S DRAGON’S BREATH

Repeated braking application leads to a build-up of 
iron deposits, which due to the heat levels involved, 
bake themselves onto a wheel’s surface or a car’s 
bodywork. These deposits are difficult, if not 
impossible, to shift with conventional cleaners.

Dragon’s Breath causes a chemical reaction that 
forces the iron particles contained in brake dust  
and road grime to change state from solid to water.  
The gel formula means you always use just the right 
amount, instantly turning particles in the iron a dark 
reddish-purple that can then be wiped away, rinsed 
or jet-washed off. It’s so effective you’ll see results 
even on seemingly clean surfaces.

Dragon’s Breath might stink to high heaven, but that 
was the only way we could ensure the pH neutral 
formula removed brake dust safely from all wheels 
including magnesium, carbon, chrome, powder-
coated and polished alloy surfaces quickly, safely  
and effectively. Unlike claying or polishing, Dragon’s 
Breath stops the spread of iron particles beneath  
the surface, rather than simply removing the  
iron particles.

Keeping your race car’s wheels clean and in tip-top 
condition is not only important for your sponsors,  
it is also important for your race car’s dynamics. 

http://www.drapertools.com
http://www.drapertools.com
http://www.clean-drive.co.uk


APRIL 17 2014  AUTOSPORT.COM  13

CARTEK                                

LATEST GEAR

ABSOLUTE CONTROL 

ABSOLUTE CONTROL, NOT YOUR TYPICAL SIGNAGE SOLUTION PROVIDER

RACE CAR LIVERY * VEHICLE GRAPHICS * LOGO & GRAPHIC DESIGN  
EXHIBITION DISPLAYS * INTERIOR/EXTERNAL SIGNAGE * BANNERS & AD 

BOARDS * LARGE FORMAT PRINTING
 
When you think of a signage company you immediately picture a typical shop sign, 
traditional swing signs and the usual ‘Entrance’ and ‘Exit Here’ malarkey. With  
Absolute Control you get that and so much more. 
 
Absolute Control provides a bespoke service for all – no job is too big or small, you will 
receive the same high quality service and remain at the forefront throughout the design 
process to ensure a tailor-made service. 
 
We work in a chilled, relaxed atmosphere and our staff are among the best skilled 
designers in the business; visit our Facebook page to see some of the awesome  
things we’ve done. 
 
If you are looking for something different or you want to get the edge on your 
competition, then give us a call.
 
w: www.absolutecontrol.co.uk
e: sales@absolutecontrol.co.uk
t: 01386 553657
 

CARTEK continues to be at the forefront of safety electronics with its most notable products, the solid state 
Battery Isolators gaining ever more recognition as the definitive master-switch system. This accolade has been 
achieved not only by their ultra-reliable record, but due to their other many benefits including very small size,  
light weight and fully sealed construction. Added benefits include pushbutton control with the option to have  
two external ‘kill’ switches and a failsafe arrangement such that, should any part of the wiring become broken  
in an accident, then the system will automatically switch to the safe OFF state. 

These systems all meet FiA and MSA requirements by simultaneously stopping the engine and disconnecting the 
battery from all electrical circuits with a simple strike of a button. This is also achieved without the need for any 
additional components, with alternator run-down protection being fully integrated into the units. The CARTEK 
Battery Isolators are also regarded as one of the simplest systems to install and can save on both labour time  
and cabling.

Although a late-comer to the Rain Light market, CARTEK entered it with the introduction of its own design in 
2010 to meet newly released FiA regulations. Since then, this product has too become the preferred choice  
with many championships and car builders, making the CARTEK light mandatory fitment with Ford, Porsche  
and the Australian V8 Supercars. Both the Rain Light and Battery Isolator products are popular in all levels  
of motorsport from club level racing, rallying and sprinting to international GT and rallycross. 

Web: WWW.CARTEKMOTORSPORT.COM
Email: info@cartekmotorsport.com
Tel: 02380 637600

http://www.absolutecontrol.co.uk
mailto:sales@absolutecontrol.co.uk
http://WWW.CARTEKMOTORSPORT.COM
mailto:info@cartekmotorsport.com
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S
ponsorship has been utterly crucial 
to my career. Ducking, diving, 
selling and marketing basically  
got me the opportunity to do the 
business in Renault Spiders.  
At various stages through my 
professional career, when things  
have gone tits up – like when SEAT 
pulled out and there were no other 
seats around – I’ve had to get my 
arse in gear and put deals together.

It’s the differentiator between  
the great and the good, in the sense that you see 
things go pear-shaped for paid drivers and they 
don’t get involved in trying to make things 
happen. I’ve never been like that; I’ve always been 
trying to make myself central to all the marketing,  
a) because I enjoy it and b) because I think it’s key. 

I like trying to work out how to get a company 
involved, after the research we’ve done. What  

Getting financial support for your motorsport is about more than just putting stickers on a car.  
The British Touring Car star knows more than most, and is your guide to a complicated business 

THE SECRETS OF 
SPONSORSHIP
JASON PLATO

It’s only when you get to the nitty-gritty you 
realise you’ve just wasted your time and their 
time because you’re not in the right market and 
there’s no synergy. You can’t just go out and 
canvass and write letters. You’ve got to go at it  
in a corporate and commercial way. 

The penny dropped for me in 1996. My 
single-seater career went pear-shaped up because 
I didn’t have the money. I started working in 
racing schools and got pissed off, demotivated and 
a bit bitter and twisted as I saw wealthy lads 
getting on. Then Renault came along and I’d just 
found a new sponsor – Swan National Leasing – 
at the Silverstone racing school. I thought, ‘This is 
my last chance – if this doesn’t work, forget it, 
I’ve had enough’. I gave it everything and really 
learned to promote myself around the paddocks. 

I made a lot of mistakes, but the most 
important thing was I had to bolt it all together 
– getting Swan National Leasing into Renault 
Fleet for example – and I thought, ‘There’s 
something in all this, getting all the people 
working together’. It’s not the sticker on the  
car, it’s the networking and dealing.

PROFILE, AND GETTING INVOLVED
Another lesson was profile. After the Renault 
BTCC test [before the 1997 season] I was told I 
wasn’t going to get the seat because they wanted  
a driver with profile, an ex-Formula 1 driver. I 
thought, ‘I can’t let this happen’. I started doing 
TV and when I got the seat I realised I could have 
lost it so easily, so I wanted to sort it out. If you’ve 
got two drivers in the running who are both quick, 
which one are you going to choose, the one with 
profile or the one without? 

All the way through my formative years it 
wasn’t about being in the car: what opens the 
doors is the commerce and business. I lived in 
Williams GP’s marketing department. 

When an opportunity came along with SEAT’s 
new BTCC programme, I saw that I could make 
myself the epicentre of everything. I was in the 
marketing department all the time, trying to 
position myself to be central to everything that 
went on. I had to put the hours in: voiceovers; 
presenting corporate events; coming up with 
ideas; trying to do contra deals. 

I did one with TalkSPORT, which was a genius 
deal, because I got myself on prime-time radio 

can we come up with that will be the hook?  
I really enjoy it. 

I don’t think drivers underestimate sponsorship 
because they know money is needed, but in my 
experience 99.999 per cent of drivers under-
deliver in this area and don’t work hard enough.

It’s partly what the KX Akademy is about.  
I’m quite fortunate in a way. I’ve always really 
enjoyed that side of it. I’m like my dad – my  
dad’s a salesman, and I’m the same. And there  
are things I’ve learned along the way, strategies  
on how you sell. 

DOING YOUR HOMEWORK 
Whenever we target anyone, the research that 
goes into making sure they’re the right target  
is quite sophisticated. If you go at it like a 
blunderbuss, you’ll just waste time. We’ve  
found that if you don’t do your research, people 
still want to speak to you because it’s exciting.  

“I try to make myself central to the marketing,  
a) because I enjoy it and b) I think it’s key”

AUTOSPORT PERFORMANCE

Plato put himself at heart 
of SEAT’s marketing push
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PLATO’S TOP 
SPONSOR TIPS

ANDY PRIAULX

every Thursday night for four minutes, I got SEAT 
a load of free exposure, and I got TalkSPORT a bit 
of earning. Everybody in that circle was happy. 
SEAT were brilliant with me because they allowed 
me to get in the middle of it all and be creative, 
and I learned more. It just becomes what you do.

GIVE THEM WHAT THEY WANT
For the MG-Tesco BTCC deal, the Tesco part  
was done first – I’d had an involvement with 
them since 2005. We’d been talking about what  
to do for 2012 and there was a deal on the table 
with RML, who I’d been with, and for me that 
commercial deal wasn’t productive enough.  
So off we went. Things got really tricky and  
I went to Triple Eight and we sat down with  
the board and MG and hammered out a deal.  
We – my business partner Heidi Johnson-Cash  
is integral to a lot of this – found levers to pull 
and mechanisms to make it work financially for 
MG, make it work for everyone in the programme.

We don’t have glossy brochures, we arrange 

COMMERCIAL SAVVY

WORK SMART
Do your research, don’t send out a little flyer. 
You’ve got to meet people. Every racing driver 
should be a member of a golf club.

LISTEN
We’ve got one mouth and two ears, but most 
people use them the wrong way round when  
they are doing a commercial deal.

MIX WITH CLEVER PEOPLE
Find someone that works well with you.  
Treat people the way you’d want to be  
treated yourself. It’s people skills.

WORK HARD, THEN WORK HARDER
The moment you get a deal, that’s when you really 
have to start working. Most people think, ‘That’s 
done now’, forget their sponsor and don’t deliver. 

meetings and we talk, and post-meeting we build 
a package based upon what they’ve told us and 
what we’ve learned. It could be a small package  
or an enormous one, but you don’t know until 
you’ve done your research. The meetings are also 
research. The meeting isn’t so much the selling 
– it is a bit, kind of guiding – but it’s more about 
what they want to achieve. At measurable points 
along the way we want to deliver those. 

From the very onset, there will be targets, a 
30-day plan, a 90-day plan, and a 150-day plan  
to achieve certain things. We don’t want to sell 
something to someone that they don’t need 
because at some point the bean counters will  
ask, ‘What are we doing that for?’ It’s much  
easier to keep a sponsor than find a new one.

And never piss a sponsor off. Always try to 
over-deliver. If an agreement terminates, you 
always keep in contact. 

The ultimate thing, surrounding it all, is hard 
work. It’s getting up at five in the morning with  
a brainwave. Simply just bloody hard work! 

As an amateur driver you’ve always got the added 
responsibility of money, which is a whole challenge  
in itself. When I first started racing, I had to hang my 
overalls up at the end of the season and put on my 
business suit. When I left school I could barely write 
an email, but when I needed to raise £300,000 to go 
motor racing I was suddenly very good at English! 

At one time I had over 30 sponsors in Formula 3. 
I was presenting to boardrooms and chief 
executives and doing proper pitches for business, 
and I’m happy to say I raised all of my money for 
racing myself. I licked 5000 stamps myself, with  
my missus, living in a 14ft caravan! 

I did Renault Spiders and two years of Formula 3 
with that money, and got myself to the point where  
I became a professional driver. I think you can say 
that, once you’ve done F3; it’s like the ‘upper sixth’ 
of motor racing. Once you’ve done that, you can 
pretty much jump into anything. 

That investment in my career made me 
commercially savvy, but at the same time I had to 
manage the commercial side and the performance 
side of my career simultaneously. 

Persistence is key – following people up, year 
after year. And getting them along to the races, 
giving them a taste of motor racing, taking them 
behind the scenes – making an effort for them even 
before they’ve put money in. I think it snowballs. 
Once you’ve built up four, five, six years, you keep 
coming back and then you start getting results  
with them. You build up a partnership. 

MG star knows how
to work the crowd

Tesco deal was in place before
deciding who’d run BTCC MG

Commercial tie-ins are
Plato’s bread and butter

The former World Touring Car champion 
shares his experiences of raising a budget
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BEHIND THE VISOR
DON MACPHERSON

Before becoming focused on sports psychology, AUTOSPORT’s mind coach  
was a major sponsorship finder – here he blends his two areas of expertise

to say I introduced several brands into Formula 1, GP bikes,  
F3 and British Touring Cars, and even shirt sponsorships for 
Chelsea FC, Gloucester Rugby Club, the London Marathon  
and the Lawn Tennis Association.

Finding sponsors has never been simple, and it’s certainly  
not getting any easier. Unless you are Venezuelan, Brazilian, 
Mexican or on Dr Marko’s radar, you need to think outside the 
box. Right-sided brain thinking is required, to produce creative 
proposals to accurately targeted sponsors. It’s time to get  
your brain around what it really takes and, no, I don’t mean  
by clicking on wonga.com.

What has mind coaching got to do with your chances of 
success? Well, quite a lot when you put your ‘mind’ to it.  
Sending out expensive glossy presentations is fine, but akin  
to buying a lottery ticket. Someone has got to win the  
jackpot, but it probably won’t be you.

Stop and really think about it: you are selling yourself,  
your dreams, your race programme and your team. You  
are inviting a potential buyer to commit sizeable amounts  
of hard-earned money. Understanding their psyche and  
modus operandi would be a good start, don’t you ‘think’?

Forget being a racing driver, you are a now salesman. And all 
successful salesmen are good psychologists. Like the best football 
managers, they know how to play mind games to their advantage. 

To get all these names 
on your car requires graft

MIND MATTERSAUTOSPORT PERFORMANCE

  ‘‘Always find out who really makes the  

  decisions – the personal touch counts’’  

So, it’s time for some brain tuning, to get your head around  
it and to ‘mind’ what you say.

The first step: access the creative side of your brain. Keep your 
body still, slow your breath down, close your eyes (if it is safe to 
do so) and consider the following steps:

1 Who is most likely to back you? Avoid enthusiastic 
petrolheads with no authority – make your target list accurate, 
eliminate time-wasters.

2 What do you have to offer a potential sponsor? Not just  
the racing bits, it’s all about you.

3 Now climb inside the head of your would-be sponsor. If you 
were him, would you do it? And why? What’s the motivation?

Once you’ve got a clear picture of that, you will need to use 
these mental tools to get the job done:

1 Persistence.
2 Bouncebackability.
3 Confidence.
I cringe when I think of my early days trying to find money  

for sport, chasing the likes of Coca-Cola and anyone else with a  
big name. I wasted loads of precious time; it was soul destroying.  
I vowed to be better organised, more equipped and better prepared 
– I tuned my brain to learn the ‘Zen’ of finding sponsors. Here are 
three things you must do:

1 Always research your hit-list. Never wing it; the quality of 
people you need to deal with will sense that.

2 Always find out who really makes the decisions and get to 
know them; it’s the personal touch that counts.

3 Always follow up your approaches. Just waiting for the  
phone to ring or a “yes, we’d love to sponsor you’’ email will  
never happen. 

In an ideal world, Britain would have a special task force of 
advisors, people who have walked the walk. The walkers would 
become talkers, offering specialist advice to top British drivers 
who are running out of funds. They would also get the message 
out to the major corporates that we are serious, and target  
people who have ‘done well’ from motorsport and may be 
interested in putting something meaningful back in. 

We need more Racing Steps-style assistance. Our brave  
British boys require help. Where’s the bulldog spirit? Our  
country needs it! Or where else will the next Hamilton,  
Button, Hill or Mansell come from? 

Britain boasts 10 Formula 1 world champions, stunning 
individuals who maximised their talents to earn the very 
highest accolade our sport has to offer. But for each of them 

there is a plethora of others with ‘if only’ sob stories, and – 
regardless of merits or talent – the majority relate to the lack of a 
commodity that makes the world go around: money.

For the aspiring British world champion, there are excellent 
young driver training programmes, such as MSA Team UK –  
all well and good, with plenty to offer… but unlike Graham  
Sharp’s Racing Steps Foundation, the most important  
element of all is missing. Cold hard cash.

Let’s take a case-study of a young British driver who’s  
already a junior category champion with bundles of talent  
and potential. But here comes dad, and he’s not smiling. He’s 
remortgaged the house, sold his business and is down to his  
last Jaguar: “I can’t afford the budget this year. It’s far too much 
for me at the next level. We’re going to have to… find a sponsor.”

How the merry heck are we going to do that? Don’t panic.  
Here comes the cavalry… 

Before indulging in my passion for mind coaching, I was in 
sponsorship development, and I used psychology many times 
during the long and winding road to a sponsor’s door. Suffice  
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GOVERNING BODIES

UK RACE ORGANISERS

CIRCUITS

GETTING STARTED
If you’re thinking of taking up motor racing, then the following car club, series organiser and circuit website addresses are a useful place to start

Motor Sports Association
msauk.org

MOTORSPORT IRELAND
motorsportireland.com

Aston Martin Owners  
Club Racing
amocracing.org

British Automobile Racing Club
barc.net

British Racing & Sports Car Club
brscc.co.uk

Castle Combe Racing Club
ccracingclub.co.uk

Classic Sports Car Club
classicsportscarclub.co.uk

Historic Sports Car Club
hscc.org.uk

(All 18 tracks, most  
of which have race 
schools and driving 
experiences)

Anglesey
angleseycircuit.com

Brands Hatch
www.brandshatch.co.uk

Cadwell Park
www.cadwellpark.co.uk

Castle Combe
castlecombecircuit.co.uk

Croft
www.croftcircuit.co.uk

Donington Park
donington-park.co.uk

Goodwood
www.goodwood.co.uk

Kirkistown
www.kirkistown.com

Knockhill
www.knockhill.com

Lydden
www.lyddenhill.co.uk

Mallory Park
01455 842931*

*New website under construction

Mondello Park
www.mondello.ie

Oulton Park
www.oultonpark.co.uk

Pembrey
barc.net/contact/#pembrey

Rockingham
www.rockingham.co.uk

Silverstone
www.silverstone.co.uk

Snetterton
www.snetterton.co.uk

Thruxton
www.thruxtonracing.co.uk

Masters Historic Racing
themastersseries.com

MG Car Club
mgcc.co.uk

MotorSport Vision Racing
msvracing.co.uk

South East Motor Sport  
Enthusiasts Club
semsec.org.uk

Scottish Motor Racing Club
scottishmotorracingclub.co.uk

Vintage Sports-Car Club
vscc.co.uk

Get in touch with 
a club and this 

could be you
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Darlington 
and District Motor Club

darlington-motor-club.org.uk

THE HOME OF

SPRINT, RALLY, RACE, 
MOTORCYCLE TRIALS  

& MARSHALLING.
COME AND GET INVOLVED.

EXPERIENCE NOT 
NECESSARY.

750 Motor Club

THE UK’S LEADING 
PROVIDER OF AFFORDABLE 

MOTOR SPORT, WITH 15 
CHAMPIONSHIPS FROM 

TIN-TOPS TO PROTOTYPES.

COME RACING FOR LESS 
THAN YOU MIGHT THINK! 
Visit 750mc.co.uk to get started.

(Including car clubs and championship organisers)

500 Motor Racing Club of Ireland
kirkistown.com

http://www.brandshatch.co.uk
http://www.cadwellpark.co.uk
http://www.croftcircuit.co.uk
http://www.goodwood.co.uk
http://www.kirkistown.com
http://www.knockhill.com
http://www.lyddenhill.co.uk
http://www.mondello.ie
http://www.oultonpark.co.uk
http://www.rockingham.co.uk
http://www.silverstone.co.uk
http://www.snetterton.co.uk
http://www.thruxtonracing.co.uk





