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Why everyone deserves to experience the unique and
creamy blend of style, handling and power of a Jaguar

ew or old, Jaguars have always
o ered a generous dollop of
style and performance for
the money, and while many
continue to do so as classics,
the most iconic models have
become no-ones idea of a
bargain. But over-familiarity
has kept the rest helpfully
suppressed, until now. Yet, from S-type to
XKR, our favourite stalwarts of a ordable
power and poise have also been quietly
creeping up in price.

Time for our trawler of the classic car
market, Russ Smith, to sh out the models
that are best bought now before they
move too much it would be a crime for
anyone to miss out on the uniquely life-
enriching experience of Jaguar ownership.
I once ran a Daimler Sovereign Series IlI.

Jaguars have always had the inherent
ability to iron out a motorway and
then go on an A-road rampage

R

I grew to love its uncanny blend of
serenity and capability more with each
journey, particularly on some memorable
trips where it cosseted in town and on
motorway, then proved an enthusiastic
accomplice to some spirited progress on
twisting A-roads. It was a handsome thing
with a lithe form that disguised its size and
an interior that never failed to make me
feel good about life. Any of Russ s choices
will do the same but it s the pictures of the
XJ5.3C that | keep returning to.

My a ections are divided between a
diverse range of cars in this issue. Theres
the subtly handsome BMW E34 that brings
a ood of memories of the faithful 525i SE
manual that over a ten-year period | took
from 82,000 to 315,000 miles, and the
even more impressive M5 that | had on
test for a day. | adore the Austin-Healey

PAGE

Sprite in our 60th anniversary road trip for
its cheerful simplicity; a chirpy reminder
that you dont need lots of cylinders,
camshafts and cubic centimetres to have a
thrilling drive. And when | read about the
Aston DBS in our epic restoration feature, |
savour the bittersweet memory of the
lovely example | could have bought for
£18k, but didn t. Silly boy.

Enjoy the issue. And if classic temptation
comes your way in a form that you can
somehow, just about,a ord go for it.

18

Phil Bell, editor

Carsin thisissue

6 AlfaRomeo 1750 GTV
116 Alfa Romeo Spider S2
123 Aston Martin DB4

20 Aston Martin DB5 Convertible
90 Aston Martin DBS FI
60 Austin-Healey Sprite
104 BMW E34 5 Series

128 Caterham Seven

68 Ferrari 308 GTSi Koenig
127 Ferrari 348 Spider

46 Jaguar S-type

115 Jaguar E-type S1 Coup@
118 Jaguar E-type S2 2+2

46 Jaguar XJ5.3C

46 Jaguar XIS

24 Jaguar XJR-9

46 Jaguar XIR

46 Jaguar XKR

98 Jensen SP

124 Lotus Elite 501

76 Mercedes-Benz 300SL
202 Mini
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You can now subscribe qmckly and ea5|ly online at your own convenience, 24 hours a day,
365 days a year on greatmagazines.co.uk. Its the best way to have the excitement
of the classic car world delivered straight to your door every month.
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As soon as the sun
came out, so did
buyers
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Koenig 308 GTSi Bi-Turbo

P Did Alfas nest twin-cam
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French-car a cionado?
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28 Thruxton 50th Anniversary Six-wheeled Williams takes to the UKs fastest circuit
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202 Why | Love... Graham White recalls the day Paul Newman and a Mini visited Thruxton

Owning
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£5k-£25k  S-type, XJ12C, XIS, XJR and XKR

60 @ Happy 60th! ..to the Austin-Healey Sprite, sports-car game-changer

68 Enzos Wurst Nightmare Did the Koenig Specials 308 GTSi teach Ferrari a lesson?

Buying

14 @ Quentin Willson reveals two Ferraris and a Jaguar to buy now, and judges whether
record gures for a Ford Escort Mexico should be taken seriously

16 Chasing Cars Ferraris make big money in Monaco, and family classics from Triumph
show promising movement

20 Aston Martin DB5 Convertible Why modi cations are no barrier to resale
for Newport Pagnells elegant cabriolet

104 @ Buying Guide Malcolm McKay steers you towards the best
BMW E34 5 Series your money can buy get one while S U B S C R | B E
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123 Ads On Test Thorough evaluation of an Aston DB4 (p123), caII today on 01858 4388é4
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‘The List
Yourf/e‘am dr/ve made real

like'a mini-Ferrari

N |

It juSt'wants to rev and rev’

The Alfa Romeo 1750GTV s sophistication stood out for
Hugh Marks in period. Aimost ve decades later, we
) give him the chance to experience it rst hand

Words ROSS ALKUREISHI Photography ALEX TAPLEY



[The List] Alfa Romeo 1750GTV

rior to meeting up for any List dream drive
we have a number of telephone calls with the
chosen reader. These provide the chance to
gauge their classic likes, dislikes and automotive
motivations call it the aperitif, whetting their
appetite for the main course.

During conversations with retired librarian
Hugh Marks however, it became clear there
was a distinct disparity between his personality

calm, digni ed and re ned and his dream
drive list. Cue diminutive Icelandic songstress
Bj rks greatest hit It s Oh So Quiet:  Shh shh.
And so peaceful until

TVR Chimaera, zing boom; Jensen
Interceptor, zing boom; Maserati Ghibli, wow
bam; Lotus Elan, bim bam. Hugh s list also has
a few graceful cruisers Rolls Silver Cloud I1l, Rover P5B and Alvis
TF21 for more angelic motoring tastes, but today we ve paired
him with one of his rortier choices, the Alfa Giulia 1750GTV.

It just seemed so much more advanced, sophisticated and
chic than what was generally available over here at the time, he
explains as we walk along owner Peter Crichton s driveway. Think
Austins, Fords and Vauxhalls with their pushrod engines, but here
was a car with a twin-overhead-cam engine how many other cars
had that at this level? Lotus Elan and Fiat 124 Spider aside youd
have to go up to Jaguar and beyond to get that.

We clock the Alfa in its perfectly proportioned glory complete
with what must be Met Police Commissioner Cressida Dick s perfect
private registration. Peter welcomes us warmly. He s owned the car
from six months from new; it now has just over 80k on the clock
and, astonishingly its rare Biege Cava paintwork is original. Hugh
and | ask variants of How on earth? almost in unison.

Shortly after buying it, Peter aware of Italian cars already
burgeoning reputation for rust removed all interior trim and
panels to treat it with Dinitrol. That s seen it survive in completely
unmolested form. Its also managed to stave o common
contemporary Alfa a ectations there are no GTAm replica or
uprating shenanigans here. This GTV is exactly as it left the factory

if we wanted an authentic experience then here it is.

First impressions are of the rightness of the design, says Hugh,
as Peter gestures for him to climb into the driver s seat. Italian
cars of this period always look so right. Here, that continues
inside; twin instrument pods, delightful wood-rimmed steering
wheel and ancillary dials on the centre column angled towards
you itsadesign classic.

There s another classic sitting right under the bonnet; Alfas
legendary four-cylinder Nord engine. Hugh twists the key, blips
the throttle and the cabin is instantly lled with a husky twin-
Weber harmony. You expect and want to hear the engine in a car

Better looking than
aGri th, and just

| regularly saw one when | was
walking to school there was no

1 HUGH SDREAM DRIVELIST
r 3 TVR Chi A DB6
= imaera ston

as brutal.
Alfa Giulia Sprint GTV (105 series)
Great Italian style and classic
double-overhead-cam engine.
Alvis TF21
A neighbour had one of these in
the late Sixties it looked elegant
and debonair.
Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud Il MPW
With those eyes it looks so much
cooler than a standard Cloud.
Bristol 411
What an enigmal |d love to nd out
if its as special as devotees say.

Classiccars

Bond e ect yet back then, but it
was still glorious.

Lotus Elan

| went gliding with school in 1964
and happened across 20 of them
stored in a hangar |ve wanted
one ever since.

Jensen Interceptor Mkl

Love the looks and the American
V8 grunt.

Maserati Ghibli

Simply one of the most beautiful
cars ever designed trumps a
Ferrari for me.

wheel is an
ant source of deligh
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=" Twin-cam 1750 lusts
after revs, much to
Hugh's enrapture

Ross, Hugh and

Peter discuss design

like this. | remember being a teen on holiday in Italy and watching
an owner rev his up before spinning his wheels as he drove o .

Our departure today is obviously more reserved. Even so, as our
reader depresses the clutch, slots the canted gearlever home and
pulls away, the 1750GTV s e ervescent nature feels ready to burst
through justlike the Bj rk song.

The gearbox has quite a long throw. Its easy to use but the
clutch engages quite a long way up its travel | Il need to get used
to that. Hugh's doing a decent job, because from the passenger
seat there s no snatching evident. Putting my foot down there s a
good burst of speed. By modern standards it feels brisk rather than
fast, but it s still well up to current driving conditions.

As we hit a moderate hill and start climbing, he knocks it down
from fth something else its stolid British competitors wouldn t
have had into fourth, and guns the accelerator. There s a deep
purr from up front and an evocative rasp from behind as the Alfa s
elegant rear perceptibly squats. Fourth is particularly well-suited
to these roads. The engine is so smooth and just wants to rev; it s
pretty exible too. There really don t seem to be any concessions
to be had in terms of the car s age or design. | was half-expecting
a certain crudeness particularly in ride quality given its age,
but none of it. Handling is strong, as | expected from an Alfa, with
good feel from the steering. | m enjoying driving it quickly, but
feel it would take far more than | m able to give to unsettle it.

Classiccars

Ferrari-isms

That s down to one part respect for another s cherished vehicle,
one part acclimatisation and the nal ingredient, the car s innate
ability to feel quick even at six-tenths of its capabilities today
we re a world away from the 105-series cocking its front wheel.
And yet | can feel Hugh settling comfortably into an Italian state of
mind drop down the cogs at the slightest hint of power dropping
o , rev it high and hustle elegantly through corners.

After an hour and a half of driving including some on a dual
carriageway, which only serves to reiterate Hugh s thoughts on the
modernity of the experience we pull into Peter s recommended
country pub for a spot of lunch. The man himself is there waiting
for us, anticipation etched on his face. Well, what do you think?

Hugh answers rst. Its condition is a testimony to how you ve
maintained it. If | were driving a restored car there could have
been that sense of is this what it was really like or am | feeling
or hearing something produced by later changes? It drives
beautifully, and | know | m getting a true experience. | could use it
as a daily driver, as you did, but it remains su ciently challenging
to drive that every journey would be an event and a pleasure.

My turn, and | repeat my disbelief that its survived so
unmolested. Replies Peter, It takes time protecting it to the extent
| did but it s de nitely been worth it. | ve rustproofed a few times
over the years. | used it as a daily driver for many years but the
arrival of a company car saved it from the worst of the weather.



Suitably refreshed, refuelled and regaled by tales of its past, we
wander back to the car park, where the Alfa sits ensconced in a
McLaren 675LT Spider and Audi Q7 sandwich. | was expecting it
to look small, and it did on Peter s driveway, says Hugh. But I m
taken aback by how petite it looks next to modern vehicles.

Of course the fact its parked next to a VAG Group iceberg
doesn t help, but all sizes are de nitely of their time back then
the 1750GTV would have been an average family car. Itd also
have been a brave buy, because punitive purchase taxes levied
on foreign cars would have seen the original owner pay £2300
a 50 per cent increase on its price in its homeland. Craving Latin

Alfa Romeo 1750GTV [The List]

The engine Is so smooth and just wants to
rev, there really dont seem to be

The quad headlights also work well; Italian car companies often
had a habit of making their cars look worse with styling updates
but that s not the case here.

As we make for the car park exit Hugh's rst grumble is elicited,
as he manhandles the heavy low-speed steering. Its been over
20 years since | drove a car without power steering, he says with
an accompanying pu . Pulling out, hes a touch heavy on the
throttle and there s a distinct scu ng noise, as the inside rear tyre
overcomes gravel surface grip. Hugh turns, a cheeky smile on his
face the teenage dream achieved.

Back out on the road we settle into a now-familiar relaxed

sophistication was costly.

The Italian design and coachbuilding
tradition really allowed its star designers
to ourish; even something as basic as a
Fiat 128 looks striking, says Hugh. With
this, Giorgetto Giugiaro got it just right.
It looks like a mini-Ferrari, especially
the way the rear window slopes down
to the tail. I also love the simplicity of
the steel wheels. Today, as wheels get
ever larger and fussier in appearance,
these are just so refreshing. Many Alfas
have alloys, but | think these look better.

tempo, enjoying the odd solid object we pass

1972 Alfa Romeo Giulia 1750GTV
Engine Alloy dohc 1779cc four-cylinder, twin Weber
40DCOE carburettors Power and torque 132bhp
@ 5500rpm; 137Ib ft @ 2900rpm Transmission
Five-speed manual, rear-wheel drive Brakes Discs
all round with dual-circuit servo Suspension Front:
wishbones, coil springs, telescopic dampers, anti-roll
bar. Rear: live axle, coil springs, T-bar Panhard rod,
telescopic dampers Steering Cam and peg Weight
930kg (2046Ib) Performance 0-60mph: 9.5sec; top
speed: 115mph Fuel consumption 24mpg Cost
new £2431 Classic Cars Price Guide £15k-£30k

be it house or
wall that causes the exhaust note to
reverberate gloriously back into the
cabin through our open windows.

Fully acclimatised, Hugh sets about
re-evaluating the cabin. These slim
pillars make it feel light and airy, with
excellent visibility. 1d wondered about
the driving position and the oor-hinged
pedals; contemporary road tests always
remarked about the need for long arms
and short legs, but |ve no issues
perhaps | m shaped like an Italian.

classiccars



[The List] Alfa Romeo 1750GTV

Hugh loves the way the GTV
encourages its driver to push a
little harder with every corner

Like the rest of the car the cabin has a gloriously original
feel; even the period sheepskin seat covers added by Peter in
the Seventies feel just right and we both agree that they lend
it an extra air of authenticity. Its the little details that delight,
says Hugh. The smooth, well-oiled action of the windows and
the slim indicator stalk although not being self-cancelling
it s caught me out once or twice.

As the scenery becomes familiar to us both again, | can sense
my driver realising that his adventure will shortly be coming
to a close. Theres a mildly perceptible hardening of his use
of the controls, as he starts wringing as much out of the nal
minutes of his experience as he can. The 1750GTV responds
with a level of dynamic encouragement that most generations of
Al sti would recognise instantly.

It just wants to be pushed faster and faster into corners, says
Hugh. And it goes round without drama. The rear-wheel drive
makes itself known | can feel it helping the back end of the
car round. Yet the most impressive bit is the ride, it remains at
all times impressively compliant with none of the sharpness |
thought might be present in a sports-orientated car.

With that, we pull back into Peter s drive and ready ourselves
to hand the keys back and depart. It s been a glorious day, with
beautiful weather and a magni cent machine Italians do beige
with a bit more ba-da-bing than British Leyland in which to enjoy
stunning country roads. There s no need to ask Hugh for closing
thoughts because they re already on their way.

I was looking forward to nding out how a car | had long
admired from a distance would turn out to be in reality. Italian
cars always seemed so exotic with their high-revving engines,
which promised excitement and visions of rushing up and
down Alpine passes or cruising the Riviera before parking in
front of your palazzo. | havent been disappointed. Its all |
could have asked for and has fully lived up to my expectations.
Furthermore, the fact that Peter has owned it almost all its life,
and was able to talk about its history and the experiences he s
had in it, also added to the signi cance of what | was driving.

Having enjoyed the boisterous Alfa, its time for our retired
librarian to return home. As Bj rk says, Shh  with this car ticked
o , it stime to quietly contemplate the other nine cars on his List.

Thanks to Peter Crichton, the Alfa Romeo Owners Club (aroc-uk.com)
and Stuart Taylor

classictars
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[WantaDrive?]
Classic Cars will make a
dream drive happen for
one reader in every issue.
Send us your list of the
ten cars youd most want
to drive and why, along
with a CV of the classic
cars youve owned to
classic.cars@bauermedia.
co.uk. Be prepared for the
photoshoot glamour of an
early start and a long drive
to get there.

NEXT
MONTH

PORSCHE 91!
RS2.7

HUGH MARKS MOTORING CV
Avowed Citro®n fan Hugh s back catalogue

STANDARD ENSIGN

Our family car and the one | learned to drive

in. With 60bhp from 1671cc, performance was
decidedly leisurely although | recall some
entertainment because it was easy to get the
tail out on wet roads at low speeds. A tough old
thing, nicknamed The Tank by friends, which
also chimed with the battleship grey paint.

CITROEN GSA ESTATE

| caught the Citro®n bug aged 14, when | saw
an immaculate DS parked outside a hotel on

a family holiday in France. The GS seemed
incredibly advanced when it came out in 1970
and | eventually bought mine in 1984. | enjoyed
its ride and excellent handling. Passengers were
often amused by the rotating drum speedo. If |
were to have one of my cars again itd be this.

TRIUMPH ACCLAIM

This was my father s last car, but latterly | drove
it quite a bit for him. As the rst Japanese car
to be built in the UK, it heralded what was to
come. | recall a pleasant car to drive with a
spritely engine. Its drivetrain was a bit more

re ned than his previous car, an Austin Allegro!

CITROEN XANTIA TurboD LX

Shown here with companions at the 1997
Citro®n Car Club Rally in Peterborough. This
replaced my GSA in 1995 until 2002 when |
upgraded to an HDi Exclusive. That was more
re ned but the TurboD gave reliable service
although the engine could get a bit noisy at
times. The replacement HDi clocked up over
160,000 miles until we parted company in 2011.
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THE GUARD BRISTOL COLLECTION

A unique collection of Bristol Motor Cars assembled 1950 BRISTOL 400 TWO-DOOR COUPE 1967 BRISTOL 409 TWO-DOOR COUPE
1“ H WY]H[L LU[ONZPHZ[ IU [OL SH[L Z 6 LYLKIVY 1954 BRISTOL 404 TWO-DOOR COUPE 1974 BRISTOL 411 TWO-DOOR COUPE
ZHSL VY [OL YZ[ PTLAU VILY  “LHYZ 1956 BRISTOL 405 FOUR-DOOR SEDAN 1980 BRISTOL 412 CONVERTIBLE
1963 BRISTOL 407 TWO-DOOR COUPE

bonhams.com/motorcars
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‘Quentin Willson's hot tips

XJ-S leaves the bargain basement

E-type replacement nally unlocks the wallets of a new generation of Jaguar lovers

inally, after years of false dawns and

at values things are looking up for

Jaguar s XJ S. There s clear evidence

that a new demand is moving prices

higher and anything low mileage,

rare or special has comfortably

broken the £20k threshold. Maybe

a new generation of Jaguar fanciers has

come of age or we ve just all suddenly

realised that Coventrys slinky GT has

been too cheap for too long, but a fresh
sentiment is de nitely stirring out there.

In Anglias May sale a 1989 5.3

convertible with 54,000 miles and eight
stamps in the book made £18,550 and a
92 facelift 4.0 coup? with 62,000 and 15
dealer stamps made a solid £18,020. Slades
Garage in Buckinghamshire has a rare 85
V12 SC Cabriolet with just 14,000 miles for

£39,950 while UK Sports and Prestige in
Harrogate has a 95 4.0 litre Celebration
coup? with 70k for £29,900. These gures
are all signi cantly up on last year.

Compared to Italian supercars such
prices look bargain basement and
perhaps thats the reason for
this renaissance a light bulb
moment where enthusiasts
recognise a new value and
desirability in low-mileage
cosseted examples.

But while the general
market catches up with this
shift there will be opportunities
such as the red 77 V12 coup@ with 59,000
miles that slipped under the radar in
Barons May sale, knocked down for a
very cheap £5610. And it s the pre-HE cars

VALUE 2010

£6250

VALUE NOW

£13k

that | reckon have the greatest long-term
potential. Launch year 75s are the purest
and rarest with their Kent alloys, Seventies
colours and unadorned bodies. Find an
ultra-rare V12 manual (only 300-odd
were built) and you Il have a Jag
coup? thats actually more
exclusive than a 1961 at-
oor outside bonnet lock
E-type. And remember those
rst cars starred in TV series
such as Return of The Saint
and The New Avengers, so
theres a great retro Seventies
heritage bubbling away too.
Already | m seeing signs that early cars
are attracting strong attention and selling
quickly, so don t hang about the 1975-77
XJ Sisde nitely one to buy right now.

Coventrys slinky GT has been
too cheap for too long



CLASSIC ON THE CUSP

Ferrari California

. . . . . here was grumbling when the
Mexico MKI prices reach anew high and will go higher California was launched in 2008,

t had to happen. With all fast Fords a professional rebuild, so really nice Initially sketched out as a Maserati
moving strongly, Mkl Mexicos have Mexicos still have some nancial and aimed at buyers new to the

yet again jumped in value. A 1973 headroom to climb. prancing horse family, the £150k car

VALUE 2012

Daytona Yellow restored minter Avoid tribute cars, re-shells, was expected to be a bit soft. But
made a new £50k world record £ 2 5 colour changes or modi ed stu despite |ts_entry-|evel marketing, the
at Silverstone s May sale, so dont and seek out stock original or rst Ferrari to have a front-mounted
be surprised at further rises as VALUE NOW perfectly restored cars. Numbers V8, a twin-clutch gearbox and a metal folding
the supply of proper examples need to match, history needs roof boasts some very startling performance
gets snapped up by investors. £32k to be well documented, and gures 0-60mph in 3.8sec, 0-100 in 9sec and
Prices have been climbing check they re listed on Fords AVO atop s_peed of 193mph. !Even _thg standard
hard over the last two years and (Advanced Vehicle Operations) register. cergmlc_brakes are heroic, bringing the .
back in 2016 Charterhouse sold a mint And heres the thing  £50k probably California to a dead stop from 100mph in just
restored 72 in bronze for £21k, then last year won t stay a world record for much longer. KGF 44 heart-attack seconds. _
H&H dispatched a 73 in Sebring Red, again fully Classic Cars in Peterborough has a startlingly Ferran's Fl-Trac system gives virtually no
restored, for £26k. A few months later Silverstone ne award-winning 7Lin Olympic Blue with three wheel spin and once you properly set up the
sold another totally restored 73 for £32k. These owners and continuous history for £54,995. brilliant launch control you re instantly o
are big jumps in 24 months in a market thats been We Il be looking at prices for really exceptional the line without any lost traction or smoking
largely moving backwards. survivors topping out at £90k in a couple of years. Pirellis. The seven-speed twin-clutch box is
Mind you, even for that £50k record-breaking So right now a mint Mexico MkI has to be a good so wonderful that out of the 8000 Californias
price you couldnt buy a project and carry out place to park some spare loot. built up to 2012 a mere three were  tted with

the optional six-speed manual.
The 4287cc 453bhp alloy
V8 is crisp and sweet

spinning and emits COSTNEW

lip-smacking pops
and bangs between £150k
upshifts through
the four vertical
drainpipe exhausts. VALUE NOW

Friendly, poised £75k
and excitable, the
California is easy to
drive, smooth riding and
comfortable enough for
1000-mile road trips. The MagnaRide option
is worth having as well as the supportive
Daytona front seats (the rear accommodation
is purely decorative). Power was raised in
2012 to 482bhp and then in 2014 came the
California T with a 3.9-litre V8, twin-scroll

Want a Ferrari 456? Watch and wait, that s my advice turbochargers and tweaked suspension. It
) o shaved half a second o the early cars 0-60
a ZOQO GTA in Argenta with just 27,000 sprint and is good for 196mph.
miles for £44,995. Last year both of But its those early examples that are
these would have been pitched at looking real bargains. The UK used market is
the mid-£50k mark. groaning with Californias of all ages (I counted

ot so long ago we gasped when
a minimal-mileage Ferrari 456
made £118k. Prices shot up in
the months that followed

VALUE 2012

£32k

and soon the going rate for At Silverstones May Ferrari 118) and prices are as low as £75k. The Ferrari

nice right-hand-drive manuals was Owners Club sale a concours- Centre in Kent has a 2010 in Grigio with all the
£60Kk, and £120k for tiny-milers. VALUE NOW winning 2003 GTA in Tour de right options and only 19,000 miles for £85k

Now thats all changed and France Blue with 28,000 miles and while Forza 288 in Dorset has a 2010 in blue
456s have settled back to pre-hype £52k eight dealer stamps made £47,250. and 18,000 miles for £84k. Given the number
prices as the modern Ferrari market There are some 40 examples on of Californias for sale | expect prices to fall
has fallen away from its high of 2015. the UK market as | write, so values are further and we may soon see proper low-

How low have they gone? An under pressure. If youre in the market Id mileage 2009 cars hit £70k.
interesting indictor was the decent 98 silver GTA advise you to watch and wait. | expect to see The rst run of Californias are de nitely
with 40,000 miles and history that Coys sold in autos with sub-50k miles and good histories to coming classics and likely to become
May for a little over £30k. Being left-hand drive and  settle at £35k in time, at which point they will increasingly sought after as prices settle
automatic held the car back but the no-reserve be back to 2012 prices. This is becoming a at even more a ordable levels. Watch
sale was a good barometer of the market. Scan the  cyclical market where classics go up and the market and time your buying right
online classi eds and you ll see a clear easing of down the trick is to watch the ebbs and because once they hit £70k we may
values. A private seller in Yorkshire has a right-hook ows and strike when the time is right. see prices tickle upwards again as
2003 GTA in Fiorano Red with 37,000 miles for The 456 is one of the nest Ferraris of its more enthusiasts see and desire their
£39,950, while a trader in Henley-on-Thames has era and at £35k de nitely worth buying. hidden potential.

classictars
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' Russ Smith's market analysis

Mixed results in Monaco

The right Ferraris still nd new homes, but top end buyers are hard to nd

hough its Monaco sale catalogue s cover star Ferrari 250 TdF

failed to nd ahome or any serious bids RM Sotheby s did

nd a way to still get strong prices for Ferraris. Not that it s a

revelation that the right cars in the right surroundings tend to

open wallets. In this case the surroundings were the Grimaldi

Forum in Monte Carlo. The cars included the 195 Inter we

featured as a Temptation two issues ago that made £519,366,

and a well-restored long-nose 275GTB that hit £1,886,000, both at the

top end of their estimates. Even better was the 62 250GT Cabriolet SlI,

restored in recent years in Italy. It beat its top estimate to make £1.49m.

Other marques fared less well, but the end result was a middling

66.3% sale rate for the 86 cars. That brought a total of near enough

£20m, which is down on the last sale held there two years ago, but then
so is the high end of the market.

ESTIMATE

ESTIMATE

12.8%

Some healthy individual over-estimate sales at the RM Sotheby s Monaco
sale but overall result was average and bolstered by no reserve lots

ESTIMATE

1962 Ferrari 250GT SlI
beat its top estimate
to achieve £1.49m

4, 1990 Lister-Jaguar XJS Le Mans £88,480
Historics, Brooklands, May 19

Wherever you stand on the cosmetic changes

to Lister s reworked XIS, it undoubtedly makes

a dramatic statement. It backs this up with an
engine enlarged to 7.0 litres and tweaked to
produce 600bhp. Only 20 were built and this
must surely be the best in one family from new
and with just 3354 miles. It was hard to value but
Historics settled at £70k-80k. On the day buyers
wanted it more than that. A strong result.

classictars

4 1972 Reliant Scimitar GTE SE5 £9020
Brightwells, Leominster, May 16

This is the second time this year we ve agged

up a notably high price for a Scimitar cars that
were almost ignored in the recent price boom. A
four-owner 64,000-mile car, it had the big plus of
being one of the rst-series cars and looked very
good on Triumph TR wires. Brightwells estimated
it at a slightly bizarre £2500-£3500, which

was always going to be beaten, but this price
con rms the sporty estate s growing fan base.

W 1998 Ferrari 550 Maranello £121,500
Silverstone Auctions, Silverstone, May 18

If you thought its all one-way tra ¢ with prices
again, this result proves otherwise. As a one-
owner UK-supplied manual right-hooker that s
done fewer than 3500 miles, it had to represent
the very top end of the 550 market. You can see
the result against the £140k-180k estimate that
wouldn t have looked at all daft a year ago. But
this is just one of the highest yers from the
boom decade now settling to saner levels.



Small Triumphs for family classic market

choing the generally strong performance

of the family classic sector, Triumphs

four-pot Heralds and six-pot Vitesses

are hot stu at the moment. On average

their values have risen by around 25 per
cent in the last year, with a bias in that towards

other classics, its the earlier models that are
climbing quickest; they tend to be rarer and
purer in concept. But individual models such as
the Herald 12/50 not produced for long and

o ering a little more sportiness and style are
running hot on their heels.

PRICE GUIDE MOVERS
. Ontheup

Its boom time and gloom time for Porsche 911
owners with 1964-65 2.0 prices showing a fulsome
33% hike but 99-05 Turbo (996)s down by 20%.

the Vitesse saloon models  the convertibles As detailed in our buyers guide in the May hiakepnclviod] Year (Ganoolrs| Mint ool Roush  §6EID
having made good earlier gains. 2018 issue, these cars make great rst classics Alta Romeo 521 S0 375000 46200008 270,000 80000008 71%
Top saloons are now breaking through or as something to cut your teeth on for DIY Alfa Romeo T24 0% SH00D 70000 600000 150000 +6%

) . ) 3 ’ 4 Alfa Romeo Giulia Ti/Super 6274 20000 14000 7000 3250  +25%

the £5000 barrier, with the quicker Vitesses maintenance, with good club support and AlfaRomeo 750/2000 Berlna 6876 2000 8000 3500 1600  +91%
fetching roughly 50% more. As we ve seen with spares back-up. We expect them to rise further. Alfa Romeo Alfasud/Ti 7283 6950 4250 2000 750  +43%
Alfa Romeo Alfasud Sprint 76-90 9000 6000 2750 1100 +29%

Alfa Romeo GTV 2000 7667 9750 6750 3200 1500  +54%

BMW 1600/1602/1502 6677 9000 6500 3000 1250  +38%

BMW 635CSi 7889 15000 9500 4500 2400  +7i%

Chevrolet Corvette Stingray 68-72 30000 22500 13,000 5750 +9.1%

Clan Crusader coup? 7174 5500 3750 1650 800  +0%

Daimler 4.2 Coupd 7578 20500 13500 7250 4500  +47%

Daimler Double-Six Coup@ 7577 26500 16500 9250 5000 +6.0%

Ferrari 250GT Boano/Ellena 56-59 700000 600000 450000 300000 +7%

Ferrari 250 GT Cabrio Se2 60-62 14m  1m 900000 725000 +6%

Ferrari 275GTB (steel) 64-66 18m 14m Lm 925000 +12%

Ford Zephyr MK 56-62 14000 9500 4200 2000  +77%

Ford Zodiac MKIl 56-62 17500 12500 6000 2750  +94%

Ford Zephyr MKl 6266 10000 7000 3000 1250  +l%

Ford Zodiac MKIll 62-66 12000 8000 3500 1750  +20%

Ford Zephyr 4/6 MkIV 6672 8000 5250 2400 1000  +67%

Ford Escort Mexico 7075 32000 23000 14000 7500  +67%

Ginetta GI5 6874 10000 6750 3500 750  +53%

laguar E-type SL5/S2 fhe 6770 78500 55000 32500 20000 +47%

laguar E-type V12 fhc 242 774 52500 34000 18000 9500  +50%

laguar XIC coup@ 7578 22000 13000 7000 4500  +48%

laguar XI5.3C coup@ 7578 26000 16000 9000 5000  +83%

MGB roadster (pull-handle) 62-65 19000 14000 7000 3750  +19%

. . oy- MG Midget MKl 6674 8000 5500 2650 1200  +67%

SM pI’OVIdeS Sni Of a Ordablllty Morris Minor 1000 saloon 5670 6650 4750 250 700 %
Opel Commodore 67-77 6000 4000 2000 1000  +I5%

here seems to have been a recent easing Historics £38,000-£44,000 estimate, but the Opel Manta GT/E 7588 6250 4500 2000 900  +14%

of Citro®n SM values, which has to be bidding only made it to £34,000 an amount Opel Monza coup@ 7887 6000 4000 1800 800  +36%
excellent news for those of us who still the seller proved willing to take. Porsche 91120 64-65 200000 150000 100000 65000 +33%
harbour semi-realistic dreams of owning Keep an eye on these there are limited Reliant Scimitar SE4/a/b 6470 10000 6500 3500 1950  +I8%

one some day in the future. Classi ed numbers of good ones about and it is hard to ?ﬁﬂ?ﬁfﬂ?ﬁﬂ iiif’a 227651 :Sgg EZZ% gégg ?:;) EZZ;
asking prices have yet _to budge, but several imagine them ever looking other than futuristic. Tiumph Herald 200 conv O TR S PE i
have struggled at auction lately on Tiumph Herald 1360 conv 6771 7500 4750 2200 1000  +71%
both sides of the Channel. Triumph Vitesse 1600 6266 7000 4500 2000 950 2%
Most signi cant was the French- Triumph Vitesse 2-litre MKI 6668 7250 4750 2250 1000  +2%
registered car recently sold by Triumph Vitesse MKl 6871 7500 5000 2400 1000  +20%
Historics at Brooklands. Billed as TVR 400/450SE 89-91 10000 8000 6000 4000  +53%
one of the best SM s available, Vauxhall Wyvern/Velox L sal 4851 7500 5000 2250 1000  +36%
tlooked ndecently good n a MsVOVIND ST B 0 W % it

. . UXI Irenzi U o .

at orgy with afigven n|sh_and Volkswagen Beetle 1302/1303 7075 7000 4000 1650 600  +7%
good panel t, and came with Volkswagen Camper (Bay) 7279 20000 13500 7000 3750  +53%
an encouragingly full history Vol Golf GTI MKI 7584 16500 10000 5000 2000  +65%
folder. Our guide price supported 5 ; 3 Vi Golf GTI MKI 8491 9000 6500 3000 1200  +38%
Volvo 123GT sal 6768 22000 15000 7500 3500  +0%

Wolseley 15/60, 16/60 sal 5071 6250 4250 2000 1000  +42%

Wolseley 1100/1300 6573 4500 3000 1500 750  +13%

" Ontheslide

4 1973 Ford Escort Mexico £50,625
Silverstone Auctions, Silverstone, May 19
Fast Fords continue their seemingly
unstoppable march into serious collector
territory. This one did have a lot going for it
though, like being unused since its detailed
£30k restoration was completed late last year,
and with history to con rm its a genuine
Mexico. The price paid certainly rewards the
seller s investment, but not long ago it would
have bought an RS1600 or Twin Cam.

4 1960 Chevrolet Corvette £291,593

RM Sotheby s, Monaco, May 12

This is what we call an outlier, and must be
an auction record for a 1960 Corvette. Its not
even the rare Fuelie but a dual-carb 270bhp
car. Its a lovely example matching numbers
and a Corvette club award winner nine
yearsago butRMs 90k-120k (E79k-£105k)
estimate looked good enough to get the job
done. Maybe the Monte Carlo hospitality was
very good and inspired bidders arms.

As well as the 911 Turbo (996) noted above, other
big dippers include Mercedes-Benzs 220SEb cabrio
and SLR McLaren, both down by a signi cant 11%.

Make and Model Year Concours Mint Good Rough %dwn
Aston Martin DB MkIll con 5759 480,000 400,000 320000 250,000 -4.0%
Aston Martin V8 Volante 78-90 190000 145000 97500 50000 -5.0%
Bentley 8 Litre 29-31  25m 16m 900,000 500,000 -38%
Bentley S3 MPW con 62-65 240,000 165000 105000 65000 -4.0%
BMW 600 58-59 27500 20000 15000 9500  -8.3%
BMW 2002 turbo 73-74 95000 70000 47500 30000 -50%
Ferrari 365GTB/4 Daytona 68-74 550000 475000 400000 320000 -4.3%
Ferrari 512BBi 81-85 225000 185000 147500 120000 -6.3%
Ferrari F355/GTS 94-99 75000 67500 50000 40000 -6.3%
Ferrari 456GT 92-98 50000 37500 25000 17500  -4.8%
Ferrari 550 Maranello 96-02 105000 85000 60000 47500 -4.5%
Fiat Dino Spider 2.0/24 67-73 125000 95000 62500 45000 -38%
Ford Consul MkI 5056 8000 5500 2750 1350  -6.3%
Ford Cortina 1600E 67-70 11,000 8250 4000 1750 -4.3%
Jaguar SS100 2.5-litre 36-39 330,000 240000 180,000 135000 -57%
Maserati Kyalami 76-83 60000 46500 30000 15000 -4.0%
Mercedes-Benz 220SEb coupd  61-65 40,000 30000 20000 12500 -4.8%
Mercedes-Benz 220SEb cabrio  61-65 80,000 60000 40,000 25000 -l1%
Mercedes-Benz SLR McLaren 0310 200000 175000 145000 n/a -11%
Porsche 911 Turbo (996) 99-05 55000 46500 35000 24000 -20%

classicrars
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Fifties dropheads helped
Bonhams boost its sales rate
at the reborn Aston-only auction

The single-marque sale lives on

Bonhams proves that there is life after Newport Pagnell

he announcement some
months ago that Bonhams
was to move the venue of
its long-running one-marque
sale from the Aston Martin
Works HQ to an AM club
show near Reading was met
with surprise and some scepticism.
However, the sale, held in the
grounds of Engle eld House the
weekend before we went to press,
turned out to be quite a success.
Amid a lively atmosphere in a
marquee packed with hardcore
Aston enthusiasts, Bonhams did OK,
selling 57% of the 35 carson o er
which is close to the last Newport

Pagnell event and did it without
o ering anything at no reserve.
Not a bad rst attempt. It was also

notable that more buyers were in the

room than on the phone this year.

Unlike last years
auction, every lot
carried a reserve

We ve covered the big-selling DB5
over the page, but another standout
entry was one of just 85 DB MKl
drophead coup@s built; a car with a
full and interesting history including

being driven to the British Grand Prix
by Prince Michael of Kent.

In Austria since being sold by
Bonhams for £184,100 seven years
ago, it re ected the growth in the
market by selling for an over-
estimate £393,500 this time. Stunning
in bright red with a tan interior, it still
didnt look expensive at that price.

Less successful were the V12-era
cars. Much more plentiful than earlier
Astons, they re the sort of thing you
can go out and buy any day means
permitting so not ideal specialist
auction material. As it proved here
just one of the ve modern Astons
o ered found a new home.

Its place as champion
of the Italo-Americans
is nally secure

WHAT THE K MARKET INDEX SAYS ABOUT THE
Iso Grifo 1750
- T K500s Simon Kidston says,
% Afavourite of high-living .
] roustabouts of the day such
w2 as George Best and Mike 1250
Hailwood, in 1966 the Iso Grifo was the
fastest car Autocar had ever tested at- 1000

out 16lmph. Its progress as a collectors

car has been more leisurely. But with RMs
oorless 1967 rhd GL barn- nd selling

for £128.8k in 2016 and Goodings almost-
awless 1963 A3/L Prototype achieving

$176m in January this year, the Grifo,

arguably best of all Italo-American hybrids,
has nally made it to the Premier League.
George Best would approve.
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IN THE TRADE

SL PAIR BREAKS COVER
At its Le Mans Classic sale,
Artcurial isto o er a pair
of Mercedes-Benz 300SLs
owned by a Swedish collector
for over 50 years. Gunnar
Giermark died with no heirs
and the cars are being sold by
the Swedish government. The
Roadster with disc brakes
and alloy engine was bought
new in 1963 and has covered
just 1380km. The 1956 Gullwing
joined it ve years later and
has done 62,000km. Estimates
are 1.5m- 2mand 1m- 1.5m
respectively. For more details
visit artcurial.com

MOT EXEMPTION PROBLEMS
Only half of the country s 11,500
Post O ces are operating
the DVLAs MoT Exemption
declaration scheme, but you
can nd your nearest by using
the branch nder service on
the posto ce.co.uk website.
However, not all of those
branches have yet received the
updated V112 declaration forms
and the DVLA will not accept
the new R code entered onto
old forms. However, you can
download and print the correct
May 2018 V112 form from the
DVLA at bit.ly/2Ht4XvO0.

CCAHOLDS BIGGEST SALE
Classic Car Auctions packed
182 cars into its latest sale at
Leamington Spa, lifting it into
the mega-sale arena thats in
the past been the preserve of
ACA and Brightwells. It also
adds further evidence of the
fast-growing strength of the
a ordable end of the classic
market, where CCA operates.
On the day it achieved a
sales rate of 65 per cent. One
highlight was the 1988 Audi
Quattro 10V from long-term
ownership. It made £38.5k
some £12.5k over estimate.
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Russ Smith s market headliners

When modi

cations don t matter

Bonhams gets top money for improved DB5 convertible at its new-look Aston sale

he top seller at Bonhams newly relocated Aston Martin

was ttingly its catalogues cover star a 1965 DB5
convertible. The last-but-one of 85 built, it was sold as a

UK car and had clocked up just three owners in 55 years.
Rerfurbished over the years as needed, it had managed

to retain the original leather interior, wearing the kind

of patina you can never replicate. Other elements were

less original, however. Selling for a near-top-estimate
£886,300 caused some to question the non-original 4.2-litre
engine, white rather than the green listed on the original order
form (changed before sale), and a ve-speed ZF box tted in 1966.

How much should such things a ect a DB5s value, with
originality seemingly of growing importance at the top end of the
market? We spoke to Roger Bennington, MD of Aston specialist
Stratton Motor Company, who put it all in perspective.

The change of paint that was made on the original build sheet
and the original invoice would not be unusual, because in period
in the Sixties and Seventies it wasn t unusual for Aston to sell a
car that was currently in build and have the speci cation changed
mid-production. It was also not unusual to carry out structural
changes to the seats and make gearbox changes providing it was
done either by an authorised distributor or the factory.




The later 4.2 upgrade is again another enhancement which is
carried out to a lot of these vehicles and makes them more driver-
friendly. But again, if a collector is looking for a car to do concours
he is going to be looking for an original car whereas if the buyer is
looking for a car to drive, the 4.2 is more attractive.

Perfect, original and properly restored cars are extremely hard
to nd and in most cases they make exceptional money. Hence
why barn- nds of an original, untouched car make well above
average price because they enable the buyer to restore the car to
its absolute original glory. This particular car | feel, in view of its
condition, made a reasonable price.

In period it wasnt
unusual for Aston

to sell a car that was
In build and have the
speci cation changed

The top money paid

for this upgraded DB5
suggests the new owner is
a keen driver rather than
a pedantic collector
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The

addy Daytona

1971 Ferrari 36&/4 Daytona Gr. IV
For sale at Artcuridl, L&Mans Classic, July 7, artcurial.com

Why buy it? This was the very car that carried Coco Chinetti and Bob Grossman to
fth place in the 1971 Le Mans 24 Hours as a sports-prototype before being converted

to the subsequent Gp. IV GT homologation spec. It continued its racing career in

America and has remained there ever since, but was a no sale at Gooding s

Pebble Beach auction four years ago. Estimate 6.5m- 7.5m

Ford Model B Roadster

For sale at Bonhams,
Hillegom, Netherlands, June
23, bonhams.com/cars
Why buy it? Part of
Bonhams clearance of the
200 old Fords in the Den
Hartogh collection, this ne
example of a hot-rodding
icon could spark a bidding
war between purists and
rodders. Only a four-cylinder
model, but a tempting buy at
the lower end of its estimate.
Estimate £25,000-£40,000

. 1965 Ford Lotus Cortina Mkl

For sale at Bonhams, Goodwood, July 13,
bonhams.com/cars Why buy it? If you can
stomach the estimate, this is the real deal. A works
car, it was used in the 1965 British Saloon Car
Championship and driven by such notables as Jack
Sears, John Whitmore and (most importantly) Jim
Clark. Now restored by top specialists, it has had
limited outings since. Estimate £200k-£250k

4. 1984 Interstyl Hustler 6

For sale at Brightwells, Bicester, June 24,
brightwells.com Why buy it? Not much gets
attention on the road or at a show like a William
Towns-designed six-wheeled Hustler. Originally
built around a 68 Minivan (hence its registration),
this was found in Keighley Bus Museum in quite a
state in 2012 and treated to a ve-year restoration
and 1275cc engine. Estimate £6500-£8500

Russ Smith s tempting buys

UPCOMING SALES

JUNE

Sat 23, Holland. Den Hartogh Ford Museum sale,
Hillegom. bonhams.com/cars

Sat-Sun 23-24, USA. RM Auctions Dingman
Collection sale, Hampton, New Hampshire.
rmsothebys.com

Sun 24, Oxfordshire. Brightwells Flywheel Classic
& Vintage, Bicester Heritage, Bicester.
brightwells.com

JULY

Sat 7 Historics at Brooklands, Brooklands
Museum, Weybridge, Surrey. historics.co.uk
Sat 7 Artcurial s Le Mans Classic sale, Le Mans,
France. artcurial.com

Wed 11 Brightwells Classic & Vintage, Easters
Court, Leominster, Herefordshire.
brightwells.com

Fri 13 Bonhams Goodwood Festival of Speed
sale, Goodwood House, Chichester, W Sussex.
bonhams.com/cars

Sun 15 Charterhouse Auctions, Sherborne
Castle, Dorset. charterhouse-auction.com
Tue 17 Barons Auctions Summer Classic,
Sandown Park, Esher, Surrey.
barons-auctions.com

Wed 18 H&H Classics, The Pavilion Gardens,
Buxton, Derbyshire. handh.co.uk

Thu 19 Silverstone Auctions Competition Car
Sale, The Wing, Silverstone Circuit, Northants.
silverstoneauctions.com

Sat-Sun 21-22 Silverstone Auctions, The

Wing, Silverstone Circuit, Northants.
silverstoneauctions.com

Fri 27 South West Vehicle Auctions classic sale,
Parkstone, Poole, Dorset. swva.co.uk

Classiccars



BROOKLANDS
MUSEUM
SATURDAY
7™ JULY

VIEWING DAYS

Thursday, 5th July 10am - 8pm
Friday, 6th July 10am - 5pm
SALE TIME

Saturday, 7th July

Motorcars: 10.30am

Please visit the website to view
all consignments and for bidder
registration
WwWw:.historics.co.uk

FINE CLASSIC CAR & MOTORCYCLE AUCTIONEERS
Tel: 0044 (0) 1753639170 E-mail: auctions historics.co.uk = www.historics.co.uk @ H IST ORIC S
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Stars align for Coventry Motofest

Andy Wallace relives 1988 Le Mans victory as UK street racing returns after 28 years

g

early 30 years to the day since Jaguar

made a victorious comeback to the

Le Mans 24-hours, the winning XIR-9

Group C car was reunited with one of its

original drivers, Andy Wallace (pictured

left), for hot laps of the Coventry ring-
road circuit. The spectacle came ahead of the MAC
Motofest Sprint, the rst timed UK closed-road
motor sport event since 1990. Elsewhere in the city,
public squares became display areas as classic cars
arrived in their hundreds.

Jaguar XJR-9

Speaking exclusively to Classic Cars, Wallace

recalled the remarkable race win 30 years on and

the extraordinary events that led to his drive.
Driving on a street circuit brings back

fond memories, he said. | contested the

1987 Birmingham Superprix when | was doing

Formula 3000, but unfortunately | was still on a

Formula Three budget. My team of mechanics
was the same one Id used to win the British F3
Championship the previous year, but | knew we
just couldnt carry on and | was mentally preparing
to pull out of F3000 and do something else.

Then, out of the blue, | got a call from a chap
at Jaguar. They were doing testing at Paul Ricard,
needed another driver, and would | be interested?
Of course | was, but Id actually never driven a
sports car before all of a sudden | was doing
200mph for the rst time! Without the help of
Johnny Dumfries and Jan Lammers it would ve
been di cult to make the jump.

It turned out Lammers was the reason theyd
asked me. British F3 used to visit the Macau
Grand Prix as a season nale to take on the top
drivers from Italy, Spain, France, the US and so on.
Lammers was a guest driver in 1986, and we had
a really good tussle. On the last lap he was out
in front but lost control. He was about to hit the




I
e
, The Motofest s street-circuit setting of

the Coventry ring road brought Le Mans
memories ooding back for Wallace

barriers and | saw my chance to get past on the
inside. Yet funnily enough, my overtaking move
bumped him round, so he regained traction and
missed the wall. | nished rst, he came second,
and he never forgot how | saved his podium nish.

It was partly about the importance of
teamwork. Driving this Jaguar was the rst time |
wasnt out ghting on my own. Single-seater racing
is very sel sh, whereas the three of us would have
to work together to win the race. Its the same with
the pit crew too | suddenly had to place absolute
trust in their decisions.

| rstraced the XJR-9 at Jerez, then in the
Castrol-sponsored IMSA version at Road Atlanta.
It was just to get experience really. You can
walk and cycle the track all you like, but nothing
prepares you for Le Mans. To make matters worse,
there was no test day at Le Mans in 1988. | think
the track had been resurfaced and it wasnt quite
ready in time, so as a result the rst time | drove
there was in qualifying.

Thanks to the Mulsanne straight, racing at Le
Mans isnt like other circuits. The XJR-9 only has a

ve-speed H-pattern gearbox you wouldnt put
something like that in a 240mph car nowadays. But
as a result you re doing 200mph in fourth. When
you change up to fth, the sound just doesnt
match the speed, especially when you re used to
F3000. After a while, the sound starts to catch up
in corners, and then you realise quite how fast you
can go. It took just 50 seconds to do the whole
Mulsanne Straight 50 seconds at full throttle in
aracing car is very unusual. | sat at 200mph and
thought | was going fast, then another Jag and a
Sauber-Mercedes came past and made me feel like
| was tied to a post! Next time the Mulsanne came
round | was at-out, and we were soon averaging
over 200mph per lap.

It helps to be in your 20s when you do this sort
of thing, when you e still fearless. The biggest
concern was that the tyres would blow out.

For Jerez and Atlanta wed run radials, good for
250mph, but Dunlop refused to supply them for
Le Mans. Their crossplies were good for 260mph,
the car was geared for 238 and tyre growth due to
heat would have the e ect of gearing it up to 245
perilously close to the radials limit.

The problem is, when a crossply goes bang, it
ies up and takes the rear wing o , which will ip
the car over. Its what caused Win Percy s accident
in 1987, and ultimately the reason why a chicane
was put on the Mulsanne Straight. The thing you

fear most is a slow puncture the heat will keep
the tyre feeling more in ated than it actually is and
youll only notice when its too late.

Jaguar didn t issue any team orders other than
go fast, but bring it home. The XJR-9s were all
mechanically identical, but Lammers, Dumfries and
larrived at a di erent set-up on the morning of the
race that would ultimately hand us the advantage
softer suspension on the rear, which attened the
pro le of the rear wing and cut drag. It was too late
to inform the other Jaguar teams, because theyd
have ended up having to change their driving style.

It worked though. We didn t qualify well we
never did, we had a normally-aspirated engine and
the Porsche teams would wind their turbo boost
up massively for qualifying but once the race
started we began to make up places.

A massive battle broke out between our car
and the works Porsche 962 of Hans-Joachim Stuck,
Derek Bell and Klaus Ludwig. What sticks in my
mind is how much more power they had 50bhp,
and they were more fuel-e cient yet how our
adjusted aerodynamics were working. Lap after
lap theyd be on our tail and would slingshot past
coming out of Tertre Rouge, but then theyd hit a
wall of drag and wed pass them. Then itd happen
again coming out of Mulsanne Corner. If we could
keep this up, wed win the race.

But the thing most likely to fail back then was
the gearbox. To preserve that H-pattern box we
realised we needed to eliminate some gearshifts.
By taking the Esses in fourth, we could eliminate
one downshift and one upshift per lap. Over the
course of 400 laps, thats a lot of gearchanges.

We decided that no matter who we were racing,
it was a rule wed keep to. And it worked we
stayed ahead and we won, by just 90 seconds
from the Porsche!

But the fans kept us going too. Its probably the
largest British sporting event outside of the UK,
and even with the helmet on and the door shut
you can still see the ags waving, and sense the
party atmosphere at Arnage at night. Thats when
you also start imagining things too odd clonking
noises, things like that. But in truth things are more
likely to go wrong if you lift o and lose control.

Jaguar could go back to Le Mans | suppose,
either in the GT or Prototype class. But itd have
to be an all-or-nothing attempt, with the right
technical partners, sponsorship and budget.
Anything less than the e ort we went to in 1988
would be pointless.

The Dumfries/Lammers/Wallace
XJR-9 storming to a hard-fought
victory at La Sarthe in June 1988

classictars
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Admission: Adults £16, Seniors/students £14, Children (5-16 inc) £8, Family £40

Information and discounted advance tickets from
www.BrooklandsMuseum.com

Brooklands Museum, Brooklands Road, Weybridge, Surrey KT13 OQN 01932 857381




Coventry Motofest continued

Austin Grand Prix

It may have been slow, but the
Motofests timed sprint marked

the rst time this Austin, recently
restored by the British Motor
Museum, had competed in motor
sport for 110 years. As Motofest
organiser Mark McLachlan explained,
The last time it ran was also the last
time Austin competed in a Grand
Prix the 1908 French GP at Dieppe.
It was the the highest-placed nisher
of a three-car team. After the race,
Austin withdrew from competition,
and the cars were just laid up. Only
this one survived intact.

Koenig 560SEC

Mohammed Khans wide-bodied
Mercedes was one of many cars
cruising the streets, soaking up the
Motofest atmosphere, and may well
be unique in the UK. Most stayed in
Germany or went to the Middle East,
said Khan. |ve had it ve years now.
| sourced it in Denmark, where it
had been since it was new. It doesnt
actually run that much boost to
make quite dramatic performance
gains with just 0.7 bar of boost, it
makes 380bhp. Stroseks bodykit is
genuinely aerodynamic too you
can see this in the seamless way the
body additions run into each other.

Electric Rickshaw
This Electraction Rickshaw prototype
currently for sale represented
a brave new world when it rst
appeared in 1976. Created by Roy
Haynes and intended to be used
on beach resorts and small islands,
the Rickshaw s bodywork could be
con gured as anything from a beach
buggy to an enclosed bus with doors
and a canvas top. It was even road-
tested in period by ex-Lotus F1 driver
John Miles, who found it simple to
drive and handle and quite swift up
to its top speed of 30mph, but found
it unre ned, and its silence uncanny.

Roses Restored

Rare French delicacies return for the 2018 Rallye des Six Roses

e Teuf Teuf Douessin attracted
a 34-car eld of veteran,
vintage and classic cars to
its 2018 Rallye des Six Roses,
a challenging 110km route
through the Layon Valley
of Dou@-la-Fontaine. Participants
included the owners of some very
rare French cars that had endured
unusually protracted restorations.

Amilcar CGSS

This rare 1930 sports car emerged
from a restoration that took almost a
decade to bring together. Says owner
Fran ois Etienvre, It all began when |
bought a pair of Amilcar headlamps
at a collector s market in 1999. But
when in 2004 | found a CGSS rolling
chassis in Blaye, the project really
started. | spent more than eight years
searching France and Britain for the
parts to complete the car and this
dictated the progress of restoration.
The 1074cc engine and gearbox
came from Jarnac; the grille from
a Pyrenean village; the windscreen

| found in the Massif Centrale; the
bulkhead and petrol tank were
located in Britain; the transmission in
Rouen; the radiator in Tours; and the
brake system was found in an attic in
Normandy! Finally | bought two sacks
of miscellaneous parts from a former
Amilcar mechanic near Lyon.

Rosengart
Martial Besnier s 1939 Adler-engined
Rosengart Super Traction was
another recent restoration. Even
the late Johnny Hallyday remarked
on the quality of the
work when he was my
passenger, said Martial
proudly. But he should
have seen it when |
found it 15 years ago,
near Caen. The front
of the chassis was
completely rusted and
full of mouse nests!
I replaced all
the front left side
of the chassis. The

TROPHEE CLASSIC CENTRE OUEST, FRANCE
V8 Brit shocks on debut at le Centre Quest

The Troph@e Classic Centre Ouest
rally was contested by 46 teams
over 180km of by-roads, and saw an
unusual rallying debut for France.

Daimler SP250
A French dealer imported this
Daimler from Texas, where it had sat
in the desert for fteen years, said
driver Arthur Morault.
My friend St@phane
Guarato bought it from
him as a non-running
wreck in 2013. Its
an early Ihd A-spec
example, exported new
to the USA in 1959.
Being a Texan
car the chassis was
rust-free, but we took
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mechanicals were not a problem
they re Citro®n Traction-derived
and so widely available. Sourcing the
body panels was di cult though.
The chromework would have been
almost impossible without the Club
L.Rosengart. 