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YOU'LL RESPOND
IN A SPLIT SECOND TOO.

From the instant you touch the throttle and unleash up to 231hp, you'll feel it.
The John Cooper Works range is equipped with TwinPower Turbo technology
for undiluted performance. Honed on the racetrack and delivered on the road

in the blink of an eye. = MINI=

Discover the 2016 John Cooper Works range at mini.co.uk/jcw

Official Fuel Economy Figures for the MINI Range: Urban 26.6-72.4 mpg (10.6-3.9 1/100km). Extra Urban 46.3-91.1 mpg (6.1-3.1 1/100km).
Combined 36.7-83.1 mpg (7.7-3.4 1/100km). CO, Emissions 179-89 g/km.
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WE MAKE NO EXCUSES
for our love of trackdays. The best
days I've had in this job have not
been wringing out a Veyron on
an oval, or being a spoiled VIP at
a Grand Prix, but hanging out in a chilly paddock
at Bedford Autodrome on an evo track evening,
chatting to readers, poring over some great cars,
and taking to the track to burn away some stresses.

The thrill of driving has never been about speed,
and we’ll never condone speeding on the road.
But likewise we’ll never condone poor driving. I
thought about this deeply the other day, having
witnessed a biker come within a micron of being
pink mush as a car pulled out of a junction directly
in front of him. The situation was scarily similar
to one that put me in intensive care, and at risk of
losing my left arm, nine years ago.

Speed was not a factor in either of these
incidents, but poor decision making and
inattentiveness undoubtedly was. These are
serious issues — as serious as speeding — and if you
put the three together your car, the car you love,
becomes a horribly destructive weapon.

Veryhumanresponses, thatwe areallvulnerable
to, can result in poor driving. Adrenalin, stress,
frustration and pride (and a dozen other ‘reasons’)
may tempt you to push a little harder on the road,
but eventually it’ll only end one way.

And if you don’t give a damn about yourself,
imagine hurting someone else — and I mean
seriously hurting someone. I ran someone over
once — it wasn’t my fault — but I thought I'd killed
them and the seconds that followed were seconds
of such excruciating mental pain that I don’t
believe I'd have coped if he had died.

So the thrill of driving is not about speed, but
if it plays a significant part in what constitutes
your thrill of driving then please take advantage
of the numerous trackdays that take place all over
the world. I absolutely guarantee that no matter
how stressed, or competitive, or pumped with
adrenalin you are, your drive home from the track
will be calm, composed and stress free. Track
driving is a release in an increasingly manic world,
and, well, a plain good laugh too.

Enjoy our ‘Get On Track’ guide starting on p115,
and be safe out there. B
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FIRST LOOK

join the base of the front wheelarch.
It’s a classic Bugatti design detail that
harks back to the Type 57SC Atlantic.

Beneath the carbon-clad body
is Bugatti’s first active chassis. Its
purpose is to improve dynamics,
responses, agility and steering
precision while at the same time
providing a sense of engagement for
the driver — all elements very much
lacking in the Veyron. It is, claims
Bugatti, more of a drivers’ car than its
predecessor, one that is about more
than just pure speed.

The Chiron still does the numbers,
of course. Its W16 quad-turbo engine
is carried over from the Veyron but
there isn’t a component that hasn’t
been improved upon. Weight has
been reduced by the use of even
more titanium and carbonfibre, and
the four turbochargers now feature
two-stage activation, with two turbos
spooling up at low speed and the

1.2Im

&

by STUART GALLAGHER

4.54m

1479

bhp

Peak power.
479bhp more than
the Veyron 16.4

The Chiron’s
0-124mph
time — the
same time it
takes a Focus
ST to reach
60mph

2!

mph

Top speed — but only
for six seconds, to
prevent tyre failure

SPECIFICATION

Engine

W16, 7993cc, quad-turbo

Power 1479bhp @ 6700rpm

Torque
0-62mph
Top speed

Power-to-weight
Basic price

200

sets of tyres used
during the Chiron’s
development

1180lb ft @ 2000-6000rpm
<2.5sec (claimed)

261mph (limited)

Weight 1995kg

753bhp/ton

£1.9million

of coolant pumped
through the system
every 3 seconds

@ ENGINE

Eight litres, sixteen
cylinders, 32 injectors, four
turbos - the Chiron’s W16
engineisacolossus. The
titanium exhaust has four
pre-converters and two
main catalytic converters,
which are six times the sizes
of the units fitted to an Audi
Aé. Four of the six exhaust
exits are positioned to point
directly out of the back

of the car and two point
downwards.

IN-DEPTH

@ aEero

The Chiron has to be

as aerodynamically
efficient as possible while
maximising airflow for
cooling. There are new
intakes for brake, water, air
conditioning and oil cooling,
plus new engine air inlets
ahead of the rear wheels.
Both the front splitter and
rear spoiler are adaptive,
the latter in four positions
depending on the driving
mode selected.

® TYRES

The Michelin Pilot Sport
Cup 2s have been tested on
aerospace industry rigs -
understandable when you
consider that at 249mph
each gram of rubber weighs
3.8kg due to the centrifugal
force. Calculations showed
the tyres can only sustain
around six seconds of
maximum-speed running
before the pressures
increase to a level that risks
tyre failure.

@ cHassis

The new adaptive chassis
has five modes. ‘Lift’is

self explanatory. ‘EB Auto’
is the default mode and
adapts to the driving
conditions. ‘Autobahn’ sets
the dampers for high-speed
cruising. ‘Handling’is for
circuit work. ‘Top Speed’
lifts the speed limiter from
236mph to 26imph - but as
with the Veyron, you'll also
need toinsert the special
‘Speed’ key first.

www.evo.co.uk OTl
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Aston

Martin
DB11

The long-awaited new
chapter in Aston’s
future starts here with
the turbocharged DB11

014 www.evo.co.uk

HE DB11, SAYS ASTON
Martin, is the  most
significant new car since the

introduction of the DB9 in 2003. With
the current model-line creaking at the
edges, Aston’s range, from Vantage to
Rapide and everything in between,
has been living on borrowed time for
too long, surviving on unwavering
support from the Aston faithful and
the marketing power of the Civil
Service’s most famous employee.

The cars are charming and the
company’s naturally aspirated V12
powertrain is dangerously addictive.
However, they are beginning to
feel behind the curve in terms
of performance, dynamics and
technology. The current Vanquish is a
lovely thing, and just over 12 months
ago was an eCoty contender, but even
in the short time since then it has
been usurped by sports cars such as
the Mercedes-AMG GT.

In design terms the DB11 evolves
the philosophy penned by Henrik

Fisker back in the early 2000s.
This new car, designed by Marek
Reichman and his team, may be
a direct replacement for the DB9
but there’s more than a hint of the
Vanquish’s muscular haunches.

There are also key design elements
that set the tone for future Astons: the
clamshell bonnet, the uninterrupted
flow from A-pillar to C-pillar, and
other areas such as the traditional
Aston grille and contemporary LED
lights. Reichman has integrated
modern design approaches without
erasing Aston’s design history.

The aesthetics may link the past
with the future, but the DB11’s engine
has little in common with the DB9’s
bar cylinder count. Contrary to the
rumours, it is not a Mercedes engine
(the German giant bought a five per
cent stake in the British company
as a technology partner in 2014).
Rather it’s a new 5.2-litre twin-turbo
V12 that makes the DB11 the most
powerful production DB model and

the first turbocharged DB in the
company’s history. It’s mated to an
eight-speed ZF automatic gearbox.

Beneath the new body is a heavily
revised platform. The settings for
the chassis, suspension, steering and
electronics have all been redesigned
and future-proofed for forthcoming
technology that may come Aston’s
way via its Stuttgart-based partner.

A decade ago Aston was on the
verge of serious growth, with a new
product line well underway and a
new factory in Gaydon with Ferrari-
rivalling capacity. Then the 2008
downturn took the wind out of Aston’s
sales and as the cashflow dried up, so
did the product development.

Time will tell if its new
turbocharged future can get it firing
on all cylinders, but the question is
how much time does an independent
Aston Martin have, and will the DB11
set the pace or will it be left to the
forthcoming DBX SUV to lead the way
to secure the firm’s future? B




IN DEPTH

ENGINE

Designed in-house, the motor is an all-alloy,
guad-cam 48-valve V12 with charge-coolers
and dual variable camshaft timing. The pair
of turbos feature infinitely variable electronic
wastegate control, the combustion chambers
are CNC machined and there’s cylinder
deactivation, too. Each engine is still hand-
assembledin England.

TRANSMISSION

The DBT1 gets the ZF eight-speed automatic
gearbox firstintroduced on the Vanquish in
2014, which will bring a sigh of relief to those
who have ever tried to shift smoothly with
the DB9’s six-speeder. There’s an alloy torque
tube and carbon propshaft, while a limited-
slip diff is standard and active torque-
vectoring features for the first time.

DIMENSIONS (mm)

CHASSIS

Withits longer wheelbase, the DBI1's V12 sits
further back in the chassis compared to the
DBO. Overhangs have shrunk, too, but both
the tracks and the car’s overall width have
increased. There are three selectable driving
modes - GT, Sport and Sport Plus — which
all adjust the adaptive damping, throttle
response and electric power-steering.

AERODYNAMICS

Aston’s time-honoured side strake in the
front wing forms part of a ‘Curlicue’ vent
that ejects high-pressure air from the front
wheelarch. At the rearis an ‘AeroBlade’ -
anintake at the base of the C-pillar that
channels air through ducts within the body
before exit slotsin the rear deck create ajet
of air that reduces rear lift (so no spoiler).

SPECIFICATION

Width 2060 Engine V12, 5204cc, twin-turbo
Length 4739 Power 600bhp @ 6500rpm
Height 1279 Torque 5161b ft @ 1500-5000rpm
Wheelbase 2805 0-62mph 3.9 sec (claimed)
Top speed 200mph (claimed)
Weight 1770kg (dry)

Power-to-weight
Basic price

344bhp/ton (dry)
£154,900

FIRST LOOK

by STUART GALLAGHER

INTERIOR

Aston says the DBT1 retains key design elements of the brand, only re-imagined for the 21st
century. The cockpit is all-new and features a TFT instrument display. There’s also a new centre-
console, which has an eight-inch LCD screen positioned at the top. Very Mercedes-esque..
Crucially, the increased wheelbase means the 2+2 cabin offers more interior space than the DB9's.

Power of the Diameter of The length
new twin-turbo | the front cast- the DB11’s
V12 - 60bhp iron brakes, wheelbase has
more than the with six- been extended
DB9 GT piston calipers over a DB9’s

RIVAL
Bentley Continental GT Speed

Big, British and powered by
a gargantuan turbocharged
12-cylinder engine, the latest

Continental GT Speed will be Engine W12, 5998cc, twin-turbo
waiting for the DB11. The Bentley Power 626bhp @ 6000rpm

is heavier and will likely struggle Torque 605Ib ft @ 1700rpm

to match the DB11’s Matt Becker- 0-62mph 4.0sec (claimed)

tuned chassis, but its all- Top speed 206mph (claimed)
wheel-drive chassis generates Weight 2245kg

huge levels of grip to match its Power-to-weight  283bhp/ton

imperious performance. Basic price £168,300

www.evo.co.uk 015



RANANAR

GENEVA MOTOR SHOW

Two new

Bentley coupes

on their way

One’s an SUV, the other
is a sports car. But
which comes first?

by STUART GALLAGHER

ENTLEY WANTS TO ADD
B two further new models to
its existing line-up. They will
join the Continental GT, Mulsanne and
Bentayga models.
The two options on the table are
a coupe-like SUV based on the new
Bentayga and a new sports coupe
first mooted with the EXP 10 Speed 6
concept (pictured) shown at Geneva in
2015. However, either would require
the Bentayga to hit its production
targets in order to pay for development
and the required expansion at Crewe.
Speaking at the Geneva motor
show, CEO Dr Wolfgang Diirheimer
confirmed that he wants to decide
which new model will be built first by
the end of the year. The likelihood is

The rear view
is my favourite —
it has something

provocative about
it, like the car is
saying ‘follow me -
if you can’

Daisuke Tsutamori, Honda Civic
hatchback prototype designer

016 www.evo.co.uk

A plug-in
hybrid petrol
V6 is a possible

route

39,000

Planned sales for
the Maserati Levante
in 2018 - doubling
Maserati’s 2015 volume

that the coupe-SUV will get the nod as it
will utilise the Bentayga’s platform and
further maximise cash flow to fund the
all-new sports coupe.

‘When we showed the EXP 10 Speed 6,
everyone said we had to build it, said
Diirheimer. ‘But we don’t have a honey-
and-milk pipe from VW Group and we
have to pay for our new models and
make a business plan for them. Part
of the EXP 10’s development could be
shared with Porsche, which, despite the
Mission E concept having been retired
from the show circuit, is working on an
electric sports car that at the end of 2015
was given the go-ahead for production.

Bentley is also looking at a hybrid
powertrain. A full EV, however, has
been ruled out. ‘Too much weight, not

To mark 100 years since the birth
of founder Ferruccio Lamborghini,
the company has unveiled this, the
Centenario.

A 759bhp naturally aspirated V12
gives the car a 217mph top speed
and a 2.8sec 0-62mph sprint time. It
revs to a heady 8600rpm. Both body

enough performance for a Bentley,” said
Diirheimer. ‘I think the industry is going
down the wrong path with EVs. They
sound positive about it but I think it’s the
wrong direction.” A petrol V6 with plug-
in hybrid technology is a possible route.
‘With this combination we can deliver
the expected power output of a Bentley.
Reducing the number of cylinders on the
engine reduces a small amount of weight
to compensate for the electric motors and
battery pack. Within VW Group we have
access to some very clever technology.
‘Our customers are early adopters of
technology, but only when it works and
offers them a clear benefit. When we
introduce a hybrid, it will be at a point
when the customer is demanding it and
we are able to deliver what they expect.

and chassis are carbonfibre, but dry
weight is a middling 1520kg.

Far from middling is the styling:
front and rear fight over how many
aerodynamic elements can be
squeezed into a finite space, and an
active rear wing enhances downforce.
The cost? €1.75million plus taxes.




RADAR ROUND-UP

evo’s Geneva
hits and misses

NICK TROTT

EDITOR

Best: First time I've seen the Mazda
RX-Vision concept (picture no. 1);it’s the
most beautiful car I've seen for a long
time and the star of the show for me.
Worst: The Volkswagen T-Cross Breeze
was the worst - a Chinese Evoque Cabrio
knock-off, but much worse.

HENRY CATCHPOLE

FEATURES EDITOR

Best: Apart from the 911 R it was the AC
Schnitzer ACL2 (pic 2). Brilliantly bonkers.
Worst: The very purple and very ugly
Techart GrandGT (based on a Panamera).

DAN PROSSER

ROAD TEST EDITOR

Best: The Koenigsegg Regera (pic 3),
which transformed as the doors and
panels opened automatically.

Worst: I've been trying to think of a
specific Mansory offering, but the whole
stand was pretty offensive...

HUNTER SKIPWORTH
WEBSITE EDITOR

Best: The new Ford GT (pic 4) in white.
It’s just such a beautiful car. I'm so
excited for it now.

Worst: The weird Mercedes Sprinter
on the Brabus stand. The interior

was a hipster’s nightmare.

ANTONY INGRAM

STAFF WRITER

Best: Opel's GT concept (top right) is a
recipe | wish was more common. Small,
light, simple, rear-drive, neat styling.
Worst: | can’t help feeling apathetic
about the Aston DB11 - the styling is
overwrought after the DB9.

WILL BEAUMONT

STAFF WRITER

Best: Ruf SCR 4.2 (picture no. 5). Looks
like a humble 964 but has a spec that
outshines the new, 493bhp 911 R.
Worst: Maserati Levante. Looks like a
Chinese imitation of a Maserati SUV and
only available in the UK with a diesel -
the essence of disappointing.

STUART GALLAGHER
MANAGING EDITOR

Best: The RUF SCR 4.2. Any Ruf is special
and this one has 518bhp and weighs less
than 1200kg. What’s not to like?

Worst: Seeing the Fiat 124 Spider in the
metal. Only because it cast a shadow over
the lovely 124 Abarth (pic 6) next to it.

by ANTONY INGRAM

The Opel GT
is not retro — we
wanted to bring
the spirit of the

1960s GT into 2016
in a progressive,
modern way
Mark Adams, Opel GT designer

200

MPH

Top speed of the
Mercedes-AMG C63-based
Brabus 650

EXIGE SPORT
350 ROADSTER

One of Lotus’s best drivers’ cars is
now available without a roof. The
Sport 350 Roadster is now the lightest
Exige that Lotus builds. At a waif-like
1085kg, it weighs 40kg less than the
coupe (see page 38). Losing the roof
helps, of course, as does making the
tailgate, side air intakes and seats from
carbonfibre. The price is identical to the
coupe’s, at £55,900.




RANANAR

GENEVA MOTOR SHOW

BATTLE OF GENEVA'S HYPERCARS

Bugatti Chiron Koenigsegg Regera Rimac Concept_S

Power 1479bhp @ 6700rpm 1479bhp @ 4500rpm (approx)  1365bhp

Torque 1180Ib ft @ 2000-6000rpm 1475lb ft @ 7000rpm (approx)  1327Ib ft

0-62mph <2.5sec 2.8sec 2.5sec

0-124mph <6.5sec 6.6sec 5.6sec

0-186mph <13.6sec 10.9sec 13.1sec

Top speed 261mph 249mph 227mph

Price €2.4million €2.Imillion (est) $Imillion+ (est)

Mini and evo join forces

evo road testers to help develop new track-focused model

INIHAS CONFIRMED
it will build a track-
focused version of its

John Cooper Works hot hatch
later this year — and evo will be
involved in its development. The
UK-only model, which will be
built in very low numbers, will
be badged Mini John Cooper
Works Challenge and is set to hit
showrooms in June.

The model will benefit from
adjustable suspension, uprated
brakes and tyres, and styling
tweaks. ‘This project was formed
by a small group of enthusiasts
at Mini Plant Oxford and Mini

018 www.evo.co.uk

UK wanting to bring some of
the experience from the Mini
Challenge to our production
John Cooper Works model,” said
Nicolas Griebner, head of Product
for Mini UK. ‘This new car will
cater to the growing number of
customers looking for an even
more focused John Cooper Works
model without losing any of the
practicality of a vehicle they can
use on the road every day.’

evo’s road testers will team up
with Mini’s engineers during the
development of the Challenge.
We'll document the car’s progress
over the coming months.

An evo
reader’s view
of Geneva

Hot, busy and stressful - the Geneva show is all
these things for journalists, but it’s doubly so for
regular punters. Here's Marc Levy’s summary of
the show from the other side of the fence:

Everyone there has a passion for cars - and
everyone is very respectful.

Unless you have a ‘VIP invitation’, forget
getting onto the Ferrari or Lambo stands...
..unless you want to spend a fortune in their
boutiques.

McLaren had the friendliest stand - |
chatted for half an hour with their Swiss
head of sales.

The carbonfibre details on the McLaren
675LT Spider [above left] were incredible.
Most overrated car? The DB11 - the shape
was dull and the interior was already falling
apart.

Ruf’s stand was brilliant, but a real ‘if you
don’t know it’s there you'll miss it’ affair.
Best car for a cross-continent trip? The
Rolls-Royce Wraith - but it could have been
the Ferrari GTC4Lusso, had they allowed me
onto their stand...

Most expensive merchandise: the 35,000
CHF Bugatti crocodile-leather briefcase.
My car of the show? The Porsche 911 R. It
was great to sit inside and experience the
tight gearshift quality.
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www.autoglym.com

British Racing Green, Papaya Orange or Ferrari Red? Colour is a personal thing.

Experience the richness of your car’s true colour with Autoglym’s best in class products. The pride derived
from a flawless surface as you admire your car is one of life’s simple pleasures.

Whether you are just starting your journey or are an experienced traveller, join us on the road to reveal
your True Colours. There will never be a dull moment.
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Andy |
Palmer

Aston Martin’s CEO unveiled the new DB11
at the Geneva motor show. Here he tells
evo why his multi-model plan will herald a
bright future for the British marque




AMBITION

PALMER’S
AMBITIONS

- -

Sustainability,
inthat we are
self-funding with
good market
capitalisation

o@o

In the same vein,

to be able to fund

our future and be
self-reliant

To build cars that
take us back to
being that drooling
eight-year-old

To be seen as
world-class in
terms of quality
and processes

//V

We already have it
in some respects,
but to beiconic.
Of course, the Bond
connection helps...

‘ O WHAT’S CHANGED?
We have a plan that is for more
than one car, and we have

funding for more than one car. I think
historically what’s happened in the
company is that it’s come to a moment in
time where someone in the company has
gone, “We need a new car.” Then there’s
been a race around for cash and maybe
that’s resulted in new ownership, maybe
it’s resulted in bankruptcy, that’s the
history. We’ve never been able to put in
place a plan beyond the next car.

‘What we have now is a plan that is
actually for seven cars, four of which are
funded already. The money is in our bank,
ring-fenced for product development.
That gives you DB11, it gives you next-
generation Vantage, it gives you next-
generation Vanquish and it gives you
DBX. Beyond that, the assumption is that
we're self-sustaining, funding all of our
models from working capital so we don’t
need to go out for any more money.

‘Once you've got that longevity, you
can start thinking about things that you
should do, not need to do. That’s why
we can start to think about things like
what does our electric strategy look like,
what does that retail strategy look like?
But raising capital is not easy. We're quite
highly geared, we’ve got quite a lot of debt
on us at the moment but, on the other
hand, people don’t lend you money unless
you've got a very credible business plan.

‘That credibility comes in, I would
say, in the thoroughness in which
you can demonstrate the plan - and,
frankly, it’s all about the numbers.
There are people in the room that like
cars but ultimately their brain overrules
their heart. That’s the first instance.
The second instance is about delivery.
For the last 13 months now, every single
month we’ve hit the budget that we
committed to the investors.

‘That does an awful lot of things.
If you make a promise and you miss
it and you make another promise and
you miss it, eventually everybody goes,
“Well these guys are basket cases.”
It was a small revolution, the first quarter,
where we set a quarterly budget and we
went to the shareholders and said, “We’ve
not only hit the budget, we've exceeded
the budget.” That injects confidence.

‘We occupy a unique space in so far
as we’re not Ferrari, we’re not McLaren
or Lamborghini, which is, if you will,

by NICK TROTT

66 We occupy a unique place.
We’re not Ferrari or McLaren.
We’re not Rolls-Royce 9

the edgy sports cars. We're not Rolls-
Royce and Bentley in so far as we're
not the ultimate in upholstery. We lie
in the ground in between, which is a
combination of superb performance but
not necessarily point one quicker than
the fastest, and maybe not always the
ultimate in luxury and comfort.

‘But will we stretch? Yes, we will. I
mean, you know the ambitions we have
with Lagonda, which obviously pushes
us in that Rolls-Royce direction, and the
DBX pushes us into a Bentayga. It doesn’t
look anything like a Bentayga — but it’s
in that territory. Obviously, vehicles like
DBX are aiming at a cultural diversity,
and the US and China, but, even though
it’s an SUV at the end of the day, it’s still
aiming to have style, panache and beauty.
It’s still for the connoisseur of the car and
connoisseur of craftsmanship.

‘Yes we probably could have sourced
a platform from somebody, or we could
have made a platform in another plant.
We've gone in opposite directions in so
far as we’re making it in our own factory
in Wales. We decided to stay true to the
bonded aluminium process so we make
our own vehicles. It will be completely
crafted in-house. It’s a DB11 but in the
SUV set of clothes.

‘Would the market be ready for DBX if it
launched today? We are in the education
process for the market. The SUV space
exists in every segment of the market
bar luxury. Bentley is making the market
and, I guess to some extent, the Maserati
Levante will help, but that’s one of the
reasons why we’ll struggle to tell you
how many Bentaygas will sell, or how
many DBXs, as no one knows. The market
doesn’t exist.

‘You can find the latent need for it
and, when you talk to the customers,
there’s clearly a desire for that kind of car,
particularly in China. Ultimately, who
knows whether it’s 5000 units or 10,000.
What I will say is that if it’s more than
10,000 units, we won’t supply. We always
will keep the exclusivity of the brand.

‘What can I say to evo readers about
how the next generation of Aston Martins
will drive? Well, we’ve talked about the
future line-up of vehicles having a family
resemblance but looking different from
each other. For the driving enthusiast
they will all have to drive like an Aston
but they all have to have personality in
that driving which is different.

‘ADB11isaGT,soyou'd expecttobeable
to drive it to the South of France. It doesn’t
need to rattle your fillings, it needs to be
a pleasure to drive but it needs to be able
to drive for a long time and not tire you.
On the other hand, the Vantage, when
it comes, just needs to be bloody quick
and engaging. Our engineers’ job is to
create a driving personality that suits
the design personality. That’s what
makes it interesting. It’s why you might
want to have two or three Astons in
your garage because it depends on
your mood and what you're working.
You could easily imagine having a DB11
for those long weekends, a Vantage for
the track and a DBX for the family’

TAKING ON THE BIG BOYS

The key phrase that jumps out
of Palmer's interview with evo is
‘the money is in our bank’, which
acknowledges the work the British CEO
has carried out behind the scenes to
raise the capital necessary to develop,
at the very least, the next four Aston
Martins. The significance of this, plus
the news that the company has hit
the budget targets committed to the
investors, cannot be underestimated.
Palmer’s plan to ensure each
new Aston has a different ‘driving
personality’ is also key to eradicating
the ‘Russian doll’ image of the brand.
It won’t be easy when you consider the
inevitable mechanical similarities, but it
will be intriguing to watch it unfold.
Nick Trott

www.evo.co.uk 021
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ASK GOODWIN

Have you
driven the
new Focus
RS and is it
the best hot
hatch ever?

Gareth Stevenson,
Swindon

Yes | have driven it, and no it isn’t
the best hot hatch ever. At least
not in my opinion. It’s probably one
of the best high-performance four-
wheel-drive cars ever made, that’s
for sure. | drove the Focus in Spain
at the launch, on the road and on
track at the Ricardo Tormo circuit
at Valencia. Ford had also set-up

a circle of cones that were used to
demonstrate the Drift mode - bit
of a gimmick but it does work. You
have to unsettle the car by using
weight transfer or else you just
wear the front tyres out. Once into
a skid, though, it’s easy to hold.

Ford didn’t let us do complete
laps of Valencia and instead pulled
us into the pits, slowed us down to
the speed limit and then let us out
again. The reason for this became
clear when | saw smoke billowing
out of a car’s front arches. Even
without driving Valencia’s long
start/finish straight and the tight
left at the end of it, the Focus’s
1524kg was too much for the
mighty Brembo brakes. | reckon
that a trackday in a Focus RS will
cost you at least a set of front
tyres and probably a set of pads.
Possibly worse.

The Focus was predictably fast
on the road. As quick A to B as
anything. Great in Spain where
you’ll probably come back to
Heathrow with your driving licence
intact, but performance that will
be difficult to exploit back home.

But to go back to your question;
best hot hatch ever? For me it’s
the 2005 Clio Trophy. We had one
on eCoty that year and | remember
chasing motoring editor John
Barker, who was in a Gallardo. |
was almost able to keep up and it
was one of the best ten minutes
that I've ever had in a car. Harry
Metcalfe bought one when he got
home and still has it. One-hundred-
and-eighty-two horsepower. Just
over half the power of the Focus RS
and probably 25 per cent more fun.
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Oldtimer Grand Prix

Another month, another excuse for a Niirburgring-bound excursion

E’RE SENDING YOU
back to the Niirburgring.
I know you've just been

there for a historic rally festival
(last month’s issue), but there’s
another event that is well worth a
visit. It’s the Oldtimer Grand Prix,
held this year over the weekend of
August 12-14.

I've been many times to the
Oldtimer, going back to the early
1990s. Actually, the first time I
ever drove around the old circuit
was at this event, in the days when
you started in the old pits and it
was a lot simpler and cheaper.
An old boy with a bus conductor’s
satchel would sell you laps and
off you went. In my case in a Fiat
Punto. Back then there were fewer
historic racing events. The UK’s
premier meeting was the Coys
Festival, the forerunner of today’s
Silverstone Classic.

I probably don’t need to give
you directions to the Niirburgring.
From London you’ll need to leave
a day for the journey. That’ll give
you time for stopping off for a
leisurely lunch, perhaps in Spa

if you haven’t been there before.
The only snag with leaving in the
afternoon is that you’ll arrive at
the Ring in the dark. And unless
you loathe life under canvass, I'd
recommend taking a tent with you.
That’s how I've done it, which is
why arriving in daylight is a good
idea. One year we got there in the
dark and I managed to use a metal
post as a can-opener and tore open
the flank of a Jeep Cherokee.

Practice is on the Friday, so if
you want to make a full weekend
of it, leave on Thursday. The full
weekend ticket costs 46.40 euros
(about £36 at the current rate)
if you buy your tickets before the
end of June; kids under 17 go
free. That’s pretty reasonable as
the ticket will get you into all the
grandstands around the circuit
and into the paddock as well.

So if we have Goodwood, the
Donington Historic Festival and
the Silverstone Classic, do we
need to have another one? For
starters, there is no date clash and
the German event will be a good
warm-up before the Goodwood

Revival, but more importantly the
atmosphere at continental events
is quite different and so is the
variety of machinery. Not quite so
much with the circuit racing, but
most certainly it is in the car parks
and on display in the middle of the
modern Grand Prix circuit that’s
used for the historic races. You'll
spot stuff like NSU TTs and hotted-
up Opels that are unfamiliar to
British eyes. I've still not forgotten
seeing a ’'70s CSL fitted with an
M635 CSi engine about 25 years
ago. I suspect that the original
donkey has now been put back in
that car. That’s if the owner didn’t
throw the notoriously tricky CS
into a field with the extra power.

You'll be watching a huge
variety of machinery out on the
track, from screaming Formula
Juniors up to Group 6 and CanAm
cars to DFV-era Formula 1 cars.
Some of the more interesting
exhibits rock up in the saloon car
races where, like in the car parks
and in the car-club stands, you see
makes and models that aren’t so
familiar to us Brits.

PICTURES COPYRIGHT: TOM LINKE ADO8 FOTOGRAFIE / AvD



Most of the races are run
on the GP circuit, but there
is an endurance race on the
Nordschleife on Friday evening

(the Nordschleife is ‘open to:the™

public as normal. on: Saturday

and Sunday). There are plenty of;
placesto watch the endurance race -

from, but Briinnchen is easy to
to.: Taking a picnic’up to A
Bridge and sitting in't
overlooks the run

book a table 1f yor i\(‘gnt to eat at
one of the fas(pur'te rest irants

of machlnery takmg part right up
to early—’905 M3s Cosworth 190Es




TECHNICALLY SPEAKING

FOCUS

PLASMA
ACTUATORS

RODUCTION CAR

aerodynamics have come

a long way in recent
years. You can now buy cars that
have moveable control surfaces
to change the attitude of a car
— think of the active rear wings
on the likes of the McLaren P1
and LaFerrari, for example. So
what does the future hold for
aerodynamics? The answer is
plasma actuators.

Currently in a research and
development stage, plasma
actuators can alter the aerodynamic
behaviour of a control surface
— such as a wing — without the
need for moving parts. The basic
operation of these actuators
requires the application of high
voltage alternating current through
a pair of electrodes. This results in
a plasma forming and leads to the
ionisation of the surrounding air,
which accelerates the air through
the electric field. The electrodes can
be inserted into the bodywork and
sit flush to it so they do not change
the shape of the car.

by DR MICHAEL WHITELEY

e o AC Voltage

Where this technology could
be useful to automobiles is for
flow separation. Remember those
Sonic the Hedgehog inspired
spikes that ran across the trailing
edge of the Mitsubishi Evo VIII
MR GSR’s roof? They were vortex
generators and helped the flow of
air going over the car stick to the
rear window and pass under the
rear wing, reducing lift.

The problem with such spikes
is that they are passive and are
always acting on the surface,
even when you don’t want the
additional downforce, such as on
the straights. By contrast, plasma
actuators can either provide
vortices or not depending on
whether or not they are being
supplied with power.

Plasma actuators induce vortices
through a process called thrust
vectoring. When a row of actuators
are placed flush and in line with
the flow of air, they can be pulsed
to create a vortex airflow after the
actuators. By changing the pulsing
frequency, engineers can finely
tune the vortex attributes.

In addition to being able to
choose between aerodynamic
characteristics without moving
parts, plasma actuators can also
be used at low speeds. Whereas

e Exposed electrode

e Buried electrode

o Plasma

e Induced airflow

66 They can alter
the aerodynamic
behaviour of a
surface — without
moving parts 99

passive aerodynamic  control
surfaces need lots of airflow —
which is directly linked to the
vehicle’s speed — plasma actuators
can accelerate airflow at low
speeds. This means that cars could
have increased downforce in low-
speed corners, potentially making
them higher speed corners.

Not only can this technology
be used for flow control, but
engineers have even manipulated
sound energy with them. By
influencing the characteristics of
the plasma, sound waves can be
damped, effectively cancelling
out the sound. This type of system
could be installed in luxury cars to
reduce road and engine noise.

With the growing popularity of
hybridisation of cars, there is an
increasing amount of electrical
energy to play with — exactly what
plasma actuators need to help
make it to production.

ASK MIKE

Your tech questions
answered

What technology do
you most want to see
on future cars?

- Kang Seui-gi

Hybridisation has

developed from being

synonymous with boring

eco cars to powering some
of the fastest hypercars on the
planet. But this technology is
stillinits infancy. Batteries are
limited by discharge rates and
charge times, but researchers
are looking at new materials for
electrodes and electrolytes to
increase performance. So | want
to see what will come in terms of
electrifying supercars. With the
developments in batteries and
hydrogen fuel cells, we can be
certain that performance figures
are going to get more and more
mind-blowing.

Send your question to
experts@evo.co.uk

TECH GAME-CHANGERS

The first head-up

to look down at

from within the

is because you are

projected image

their aircraft’s isreflected off

HEAD-UP DISPLAYS

displays (HUDs)

were, of course, instruments.

vehicle. This image
is then reflected

reflecting the image
off the windscreen.

two surfaces

First production application:
Oldsmobile Cutlass When:1988

at different
distances away.
Manufacturers get
around this by using
a special film that
smoothes out the
image into one,
crisp picture.

back towards the Secondly, there are
two images that
are slightly offset
from each other.

This is because

However, the first
HUD in a production
cardidn’t arrive
until the late '80s.
The technology
works by projecting
an image onto
the windscreen

military. They
were developed in
the 1940s to help
pilots read vital
informationin a
timely fashion

by reducing the
need for them

driver’s eyes.

If you try this with
your smartphone,
you will immediately
notice two things.
Firstly, the image
is reversed. This

car windscreens
are laminated
and therefore the
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Official fuel consumption for the all-new Volvo XC90 in MPG (I/100km) ranges from: Urban 28.8 (9.8) - 45.6 (6.2), Extra Urban 40.4 (7.9) - 52.3 (6.4), Co;ﬁbined 35.3(80)-1345(2.1). -
CO, Emissions range from 186 - 49g/km. MPG figures are obtained from laboratory testing intended for comparisons between vehicles and may not reflect real driving results.
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TYRES

NEWS

E.U. LAWS
REDUCE
TRACKDAY

TYRE CHOICE

RACKDAY WARRIORS WHO

l drive their cars to venues will

have noticed their choice of
tyres has shrunk over the past few
months. Where once there was a
ready supply of track-biased rubber,
now many options, particularly in the
smaller sizes, are no longer available
or are designated for track use only.

The reason is European tyre
labelling. Introduced in November
2012, the system ranks tyres for fuel
economy, wet grip and pass-by noise.
Primarily driven by environmental
concerns — wet grip was only added
when tyre makers pointed out you
could have a very fuel efficient design
that was hopeless in the rain - it
was always planned that standards
would be raised over time. The first
improvement came in November
2014, when the lowest band for fuel
economy, G, was removed.

Not a big concern for everyday
road tyres, but the soft, sticky
compounds used for track-biased
tyres take some pushing along and
the resulting high rolling resistance
means many popular patterns could
no longer meet the demands of the
tighter label requirements. Such
tyres could no longer be sold for
road use, but they didn’t disappear
from tyre dealer racks overnight as
the new requirements only applied
to tyres made after November 2014,
plus manufacturers had 30 months
to sell existing stock. But those stocks
have dwindled...

While drivers now face a difficult

026 www.evo.co.uk

66 Many track-biased tyres
can no longer meet the tighter
label requirements 9

choice, so did the tyre makers. The
premium producers, such as Dunlop,
Michelin and Pirelli, concentrate
on bigger rim sizes - 17-inches and
up — and as their tyres are often
seen as original equipment on high-
performance cars, they made any
changes needed to ensure their tyres
remained road-legal. However, the
smaller tyre makers looking after the
Caterham/Ariel/Mazda MX-5 end
of the market faced a dilemma with
their ranges — stop making the tyres,
tweak them to conform to the labels,
or sell them for track use only.

Toyo bit the bullet and produced a
new tyre in 2015 - the Proxes R888R,
with a 32-strong range spanning 13 to
20-inch rims and, more importantly,
E and F rolling resistance ratings. The
newcomer sits alongside its existing
R888, which has a mix of ratings

making only certain sizes legal to be
sold for road use.

Yokohama took another approach
and made tyres like the A048R and
A021R for competition use only,
stripping the sidewalls of markings
and giving them motorsport sizes.
Nothing else changed, but they are
no longer able to be used on the road.
Just a few sizes, like the ten-inch tyre
for the original Mini, remain legal. A
new track-focused tyre conforming
to the labelling demands is planned
for later this year.

A new tyre — the V720 - has also
been launched by Kumho, which saw
most of its popular V70A range hit by
the labelling change. Its approach
with the V70 has been less drastic
than Yokohama’s, selling the range
with a label declaring them for racing
purposes. They retain their original

by KIM ADAMS

sizing and E mark. Kumho motorsport
manager Steve Thompson said:
‘We’ve got this daft situation where
the vast majority of our V70 range is
E-marked but not legal for us to sell
to somebody for the road. We can sell
them for their trackday car and then
they can drive them on the road and
that’s perfectly legal.’

He added the solution is not simply
a matter of changing the compound
to meet the rolling resistance
requirements as there is a direct
trade-off with dry grip. If this is
reduced then the trackday customers
who do not drive their cars to the
venue will be adversely affected.

It’s a dilemma that Avon also faces.
It is a supplier to Caterham, whose
models like the R400 or 620R need all
the grip they can get, so Avon doesn’t
want to compromise its tyres for fuel
economy. Yet carrying an extra set of
tyrestoswap to at the circuitisnotan
option with a Seven.

Avon has taken yet another
approach with some of its ranges.
These are designed to be fitted to
cars first registered before October 1,
1990 and, as a result, are exempt
from the labelling requirements.
This does not mean the design has
to be pre-1990 but just designed for
vehicles made before then.

As more than one person we spoke
to said, the changes have created a
mess for all concerned - tyre makers
and trackday drivers. While labelling
works well in allowing motorists
to make an informed choice, it is
much less successful at dealing with
designs that bridge road and track.
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seamlessly with your digital life.

ALL-NEW VOLVO XC90
Y SWEDEN

Navigation Leftin 1.9 km
| Next: Nybroplan

Media / CD | Arizona Rain/Colar Me

Color Me

Phone | Connected through Apple CarPlay

Apple CarPlay

Emily's iPhone 6S

10:38 Phone Music Maps Messages

- lol

Now Playing Podcasts Audicbooks  Spotify

Official fuel consumption for the all-new Volvo XC90 in MPG (I/100km) ranges from: Urban 28.8 (9.8) - 45.6 (6.2), Extra Urban 40.4 (7.9) - 52.3 (5.4), Combined 35.3 (8.0) - 134.5 (2.1).
CO, Emissions range from 186 - 49g/km. MPG figures are obtained from laboratory testing intended for comparisons between vehicles and may not reflect real driving results.
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RLADAR ESSENTIALS

edited by ANTONY INGRAM

HEAD UNITS

Need to upgrade your in-car
entertainment? Here are

WBRDS 5> USE

five options to shortlist

DPxX-70000AB
U ..

© KENWOOD DPX-7000DAB © PIONEER SPH-DA120
£199.95 £329

If you aren't convinced by the
touchscreens that pervade the
double-DIN choices, this unit may
beideal. With DAB, Bluetooth,
CDand iPhone and Android
compatibility (via either USB or
near-field communications) it

has all the features you need, plus
satisfyingly large, clear buttons. You
can change the illumination colour
to match your cabin, too.

In Connectivity in evo 216, we
looked at the pros and cons

of factory-fit and aftermarket
infotainment. Pioneer’s offering
isa good argument for the latter:
it has a clear, 6.2-inch capacitive
touchscreen with Apple CarPlay,
letting you use your phone’s maps,
music and messaging functions. It's
Android-compatible too and lets
you hook up a rear-view camera.

kenwood.eu/car pioneer-car.eu

© JvCc KD-DB97BT

£149.95

Don't let the simple look deceive
you - this JVC unit packs not

only CD and DAB capabilities, but
easy compatibility with Android
and iPhones (with a wired mic

for Siri functions) and Bluetooth
connection. Don't like the blue
graphics? You can also change the
background illumination colour.

jve.co.uk
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o AUTOSOUND RADIO CD

WITH BLUETOOTH
£99.95

An affordable alternative to the
likes of Becker’s Europa and ideally
suited to classic vehicles. With CD,
Bluetooth and a USB input, you've
got several options for listening

to music, though unlike others
here there’s no DAB. Those put off
by tiny switches will appreciate
the large knobs and substantial
preset buttons.

classiccarstereo.co.uk

KENWOOD KDC-BT700DAB

£129.95

Thisis about as slick and
unobtrusive as you can get in the
single-DIN headunit world these
days: a classy black finish and white
illumination. It has the obligatory
DAB receiver and will hook up
easily toiPhones with USB. With
Kenwood’s Music Control Android
app you can even control the unit’s
functions fromyour phone.

kenwood.eu/car

KENWOOD
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Windscreens could be
used for projecting

Augmented reality

NOW & THEN

windscreens

NLESS YOURE A HARDCORE

racing gamer, the first few

laps on any new racing
sim are likely to feature a twisting,
dashed line, snaking its way around
the circuit in front of you. Once you’re
up to pace, you'll probably turn it off —
but, while you're learning, its braking
points and acceleration zones
help you master even the toughest
of circuits.

Could similar technology be used
in cars to improve our driving skills
both on the road and on track?
The concept of augmented reality
windscreens has been explored since
2011 by automotive glass repair and
replacement firm Autoglass. 2020
Vision’ proposed a windscreen that
displayed both essential vehicle data
and augmented navigation features
such as directions and information on
nearby shops and restaurants.

The company’s work is more
theoretical ~than  practical -
development is left up to the major
manufacturers - as it tries to keep
abreast of developments and predict
changes in the market to ensure it’s
ready for the latest technology when
it arrives.

Dr Chris Davies, head of
technical research and development
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66 Track driving
really could become
like a video game,
with racing lines
mapped out 99

at Autoglass, told evo that augmented
reality windscreens would require
a ‘bold step’ from manufacturers,
but production systems could easily
be on road vehicles before 2020. Dr
Davies expects that, as with many
automotive technologies, it will filter
down from high-end vehicles, but
there are already cost-effective ways
of implementing the technology.

Some form of dashboard-based
projector is most likely, he said,
while an organic light-emitting diode
(OLED) film within the glass itself
would be another option. The third
he describes as a ‘visor’ worn by
the driver themselves — a little like
Google Glass. Whichever route the
manufacturers take, some form of
eye-tracking technology would be
employed to ensure that what the
user sees lines up squarely with the
view through the windscreen.

everything from mph
to cornering lines

But what about distraction? Thatss
a risk, says Davies: manufacturers
need to find a balance between
displaying useful information such
as navigation aids and speed data,
and filling the screen to such a degree
that drivers feel they’re in an actual
videogame — something he describes
as a ‘virtual cocoon’.

For driver training, though — both
on the road and the racetrack -
Davies describes augmented reality
as a ‘really exciting opportunity’.

Dr Wolfgang Epple, director of
research and technology at Jaguar
Land Rover, agrees. The firm showed
off its own take on augmented reality
screens in 2014, projecting driving
lines and ‘ghost vehicles’, as well
as speed and engine data, onto the
windscreen of a Jaguar F-type.

‘Showing virtual images that
allow the driver to accurately judge
speed and distance will enable
better decision-making and offer real
benefits for every-day driving on the
road, or the track,’ says Dr Epple.

With technology connected to
the car’s central computer, track
driving really could become like a
videogame, with braking points,
gearchange points and racing lines
all mapped out with perfect accuracy.

Voice recognition

ALL MONITORED FUNCTIONS ARE
working correctly. We're not sure
whether any Austin Maestro
owner ever heard such a sentence
- because, well, they owned a
Maestro - but the phrase was
among several clearly enunciated
by actress Nicolette MacKenzie
for the car’s unusually high-tech
talking dashboard.

Such technology caused quite
a stirin the mid-80s, if you could
ignore the dreary BL surroundings,
though Chrysler and Renault also
offered similar systems.

Today’s equivalent is arguably
automatic speech recognition,
though in fact it has been around
in non-automotive applications
since 1952. Those early systems
recognised only single digits -
you could spell a word, but not
speak it.

Implementing such technology
in cars is difficult, thanks to the
potentially complex commands
required to change navigation
settings or phone a colleague
hands-free, and also interfering
background noise from wind,
tyres and engines.

In 2003, Honda turned to
IBM - an early pioneer of the
tech - to develop a satisfactory
system for Acura and Honda
models in the US, one of the first
useable, complex applications.
The tech has certainly advanced
- Ford Sync recognises 10,000
commands and 17 languages.

ON
OR
OFF?

Heated steering wheel

On, says lan Grushka via
Facebook. ‘I’'m not a big fan of
in-car tech, but I'll make an
exception for heated wheels -
mine has made such a difference
on the recent cold mornings.’
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UNLEASHING PERFORMANCE
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THE ULTIMATE IN
PERFORMANCE UPGRADES

AT DMS AUTOMOTIVE

WE'VE BEEN UNLEASHING
AUTOMOTIVE PERFORMANCE
FOR OVER 19 YEARS o\

DMS CLS63 AMG (EVO AUGUST "14) "ENGINE UPGRADE ADDS HUGE PERFORMANCE AND REAL CHARACTER”

DMS 1M (EVO MARCH 12) “THERE'S A REAL RIP TO THE WAY THE REVS PILE ON ABOVE 4000RPM”

DMS SL65 BLACK SERIES (EVO OCTOBER "10) “IT FEELS LIKE THE LOVE CHILD OF AN SL65 AND A PORSCHE GT2"

DMS 1351 (BMW CAR MAY '09) “THE STANDARD CAR IS GREAT BUT DMS HAVE SOMEHOW MANAGED TO TAKE IT TO THE NEXT LEVEL"
DMS 997 TURBO 3.6 (EVO SEPTEMBER '08) “IT'S EPIC, HILARIOUS AND ADDICTIVE IN EVERY GEAR, YET DOCILE WHEN CRUISING”
DMS 997 TURBO 3.8 PDK (EVO JUNE "11) “DELIVERY IS ALMOST UNCOMFORTABLY FORCEFUL"

316D/216D/116D » 160 BHP C63 AMG 4.0T » CALL FOR DETAILS CAYENNE TURBO 4.8 » 578+ BHP
BELOW IS A SMALL SELECTION OF 318D/218D/118D » 225 BHP SL63 AMG 6.3 » 560+BHP (+DE-LIMIT, CAYENNE TURBO S 4.8 » 600+ BHP
OUR MORE POPULAR MODELS TO 330D E90 » 296+ BHP RE-MAP & LOWER ABC SUSPENSION) CAYENNE 4.2 DIESEL » 450+ BHP
UPGRADE. WE ARE ABLE TO UNLEASH 320D E90 » 215 BHP CL600 Bi-TURBO » 580+ BHP CAYENNE DIESEL » 315+ BHP
PERFORMANCE FROM SMALL FOUR 420i/320i/220i/120i » 275+ BHP SLK55 AMG » 420+ BHP (+DELIMIT) PANAMERA TURBO » 600+ BHP
CYCLINDER DIESEL ENGINES UP TO 435i/ F30 335i » 390 BHP 320 CDi V6 » 274 BHP PANAMERA DIESEL » 315+ BHP
V12 SUPERCARS. 428i/328i » 295 BHP 350 CDi V6 » 312 BHP
535D /335D / X5 SD » 355+ BHP 420 /450 CDi V8 » 358 BHP
AUDI 640D/335D/535D/435D » 390 BHP EXOTIC / MISC
AUDIRS6 4.0 T V8 » 690+BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 730D » 305+ BHP ALL 2015 RANGE ROVERS AVAILABLE ~ FERRARICALIFORNIA » 487 BHP
AUDI RS6 V10 » 680+BHP (+DE-LIMIT) X5 4.0D / 740D » 370 BHP R ROVER SC 5.0 » 580+ BHP FERRARI 599 » 647 BHP
AUDI R8 V10 » 592+BHP (+DE-LIMIT) X5 3.0D » 305 BHP R ROVER 4.4 SDV8 » 395+ BHP FERRARI 430 » 525 BHP
AUDI R$4 B7/ R8 » 445 BHP (+DE-LIMIT) X6 X5.01 4.4 » 500+BHP RROVER 3.0 TDV6 » 315+ BHP GALLARDO » 546 BHP
AUDI RS3/RSQ3 » 420+ BHP (+DE-LIMIT) X4 M50D/X5M50D/550D » 450 BHP R ROVER 3.0 SDV6 » 345+ BHP LPS60 » 608+BHP
AUDI S3/ GOLF R » 373+ BHP (+DE-LIMIT) EVOQUE/DISCO SPORT 2.2 DIESEL LP640 » 707 BHP
AUDI 3.0TDi (ALL MODELS) » 315+ BHP » 240+ BUP HURACAN » 640+ BHP
AUDI 3.0 Bi-TDi (ALL MODELS) » 380+ BHP MERCEDES-BENZ AVENTADOR » CALL FOR DETAILS
AUDI Q7/A8 4.2 TDi » 400+ BHP A200CDi/C200CDi/E200CDi » 175 BHP MCLAREN MP4-12C » 700 BHP
A250/C250 » 260 BHP PORSCHE MCLAREN 6508 » 720 BHP
BMW A45/CLA4S » 420 BHP 997 TURBO/S 3.8 INC PDK » 611 BHP MURCIELAGO LP640 » 707 BHP
M5 V10 » 548+ BHP (205 MPH) C300 HYBRID » 285 BHP 997 TURBO 3.6 » 625+ BHP MASERATI GHIBLI 3.0S PETROL » 470 BHP
X5M / X6M » 618+ BHP A220CDi/C220CDi/E220CDi » 215 BHP 997 GT2 RS » 670+ BHP MASERATI GHIBLI 3.0 PETROL » 400 BHP
1M » 411+ BHP C350/CLS350/E350/5350 » 315 BHP 996 TURBO/GT2 » 600+ BHP MASERATI GHIBLI 3.0 DIESEL » 312 BHP
M3 E90/92 » 445 BHP (+DE-LIMIT) E400 /C450 » 420+ BHP 997 CARRERA S PDK » 400+ BHP MASERAT| GT/QPORT » 438 BHP
M135i/ M235i » 402 BHP C400 » 400 BHP 997 CARRERA S » 376+ BHP MASERATI GT S/ MC » 479+ BHP
M4/M3 3.0T » 520+ BHP '63' 5.5 Bi-TURBO ALL MODELS » 690+BHP 997 CARRERA PDK » 368 BHP BENTLEY 4.0 T V8 » 690 BHP
M5 F10/M6 (STAGE 1) » 680 BHP '500' 4.7 Bi-TURBO ALL MODELS » 498+BHP 997 CARRERA GTS » 435 BHP BENTLEY CGT/ F-SPUR (INC 2013) » 680+ BHP
M5 F10/M6 (STAGE 2) » 730 BHP S65 (W222) » 780 BHP 997 GT3 UP » 436 BHP BENTLEY GT SPEED (INC 2013 ON) » 695 BHP
F10 520D » 240 BHP SL65 BLACK » 720+ BHP (+DELIMIT) BOXSTER 3.45 » 336+ BHP BENTLEY SUPERSPORT » 720+ BHP
F10 530D » 305 BHP SL65 AMG » 690 BHP (+DE-LIMIT) CAYMAN S » 342 BHP
335i/135i/X6 » 370+ BHP (+DE-LIMIT) '55' AMG KOMPRESSOR » 580+BHP MACAN 3.0D » 315 BHP
123D » 252 BHP C63 AMG 6.3 » 530+BHP (+DE-LIMIT) CAYENNE GTS » 440 BHP

DMSAUTOMOTIVE

\’\

DESIGNED IN THE UK
DEVELOPED AT OUR

NURBURGRING
TESTING FACILITIES




WATCHES

WATCH TECH

Mondaine
PayChip

The growthin
electronic ‘wearables’
has led to several
conventional watch
brands introducing
new ways to make
their timepieces
appear cutting-edge,
and one area that
appears to have
potential liesin
creating watches that
double as contactless
payment devices.

The Apple Watch
can be equipped with
apayment app, so
torival this, Swatch
has launched its
‘Bellamy’ watchin
China, with a global
roll-out planned,
and now Mondaine
—best known for its
wrist-sized versions
of Swiss railway-
station clocks
- hasintroduced its
PayChip.

The PayChip is
the size of amobile-
phone SIM card and
can be concealed
inside a specially
designed straporina
universal strap loop.
The device uses Near
Field Communication
technology to enable
low-value payments
to be made with no
more than ‘a flick of
the wrist’.

Theidea could
catchon, not least
because housing the
deviceinthe strap
makes it adaptable to
traditional watches
—and also eliminates
the battery-life issues
associated with true
‘smart’ models.

THIS MONTH

TAG Heuer Carrera Heuer-02T

MHD SQ1

by SIMON DE BURTON

REC P-51

Price: c£14,000
From: tagheuer.com

TAG Heuer caused a stir at last year’s
Baselworld watch show by introducing
avariant of its celebrated Carrera
drivers’ chronograph with an accuracy-
improving tourbillon mechanism and a
price tag of around £10,000 - making
it the most affordable Swiss watch of
its type on the market. This new ‘02T’
version (dubbed ‘the Black Phantom’)
gets a blackened titanium case and a
titanium and carbon tourbillon. Just
250 pieces are available worldwide.

Price: £250
From: matthewhumphriesdesign.com

Former Morgan designer Matthew
Humphries began customising classic
Seikos a couple of years ago and selling
them under the MHD label. He has now
created his own car-themed watch

in the form of the SQ1, which takes

the inspiration for its dial from the
VDO rev counters of classic Porsche
911s. The cushion-shaped steel case

is reminiscent of an old Omega and is
mounted on a perforated leather strap.
Just 300 examples will be made.

Price: c£1000
From: recwatches.com

REC is a new Danish brand selling
watches that incorporate bits of

old cars. This P-51 model (named in
memory of Ford Mustang prototype
co-stylist John Najjar, who was a fan
of the WWII fighter plane) has a dial
made from a piece of 1966 Mustang
and displays based onits instruments.
It uses a Japanese Miyota automatic
movement, and each watch comes with
a scannable ‘storycard’ linking to a
video of the car it was created from.

BREMONT ALT IZ

As worn by Charley Boorman, motorcycle adventurer

‘I have always been keen
on watches, but | got my
first proper watch when
| was about 14. It was

a classic-looking Casio
dive watch and | wore it
inthe bath to prove it
was the real thing!

‘My first really serious
watch was a Rolex
Submariner, which |
bought myself for about
£1500 when I was 21.1

couldn’t afford it, but
once I'd tried it on |
couldn’t get it out of
my head - and although
there were occasions
when | thought about
selling it to make ends
meet, | never did.
‘Since 2007, | have
mainly worn Bremont
watches. The brand was
just launching then and
the founders, Nick and

Giles English, asked me
and Ewan [McGregor] if
we would take a couple
of prototypes on the
Long Way Down ride.

‘Bremont has gone on
to be really successful.
I'm proud to have
become an ambassador
for the brand, and the
ALT 1Z chronograph |
wore for Long Way Down
is still going strong.’

www.evo.co.uk 033
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THE LEVANTE HONOURS
Maserati's tradition of
naming its cars after
exotic winds, but little
else about the all-new SUV sits quite
so comfortably with the Trident’s
rich and noble heritage. Or with our
enthusiast sensibilities, truth be
told. Yet here it is: Maserati’s first
SUV and, in all likelihood, the most
important modelin its 102-year
history. So what do we make of it?
Forget 2011's Kubang concept and
its proposed platform-share with
Jeep. The Levante is pure Maserati,
designed, engineered and built
in Italy. Two engines are offered,
providing three power options: a
345bhp or 424bhp 3-litre V6 petrol
and 271bhp 3-litre V6 diesel. We
only get the diesel in the UK, which
instinctively feels like a shame, but
with the overwhelming majority
of SUV sales being diesel, such
pragmatismis understandable,
for now at least. Perhaps when
Maserati’s foot is in the door and it
fancies a pop at the big guns,a V8
petrol might be forthcoming.
Looks-wise the Levanteis a
curious and appealing machine. At
5metres long and just over 2.1 wide
it's a hefty car, but there’s elegance
toits curves and a welcome lack
of the thuggish aggression that
characterises the breed. Familiar
Maserati styling cues sit surprisingly
well and it looks good amongst

The team

Maserati Levante

other traffic. The interior is equally
impressive with its tailored design
and quality feel. Worthy of special
mention is the optional Luxury Pack,
which features a bold combination
of leather and silk by Zegna and
gives the Levante anindulgent and
original ambience. These looks and
luxury, combined with the allure of
the Maserati badge, make the diesel
Levante’s predicted list price of
£53,000-55,000 feel very keen.

With big claims made for a class-
leading blend of ride and handling,
the Levante has much to live up
to. Initial impressions are really
encouraging, with a palpable sense
of structural rigidity and a smooth,
well-judged steering response
(from a hydraulic power-assisted
rack) that’s quick-witted without
feeling overly sharp. The damping
also connects you to the road
but isolates you from the bumps.
Above all it hides its size and weight
(2205kg for the diesel) admirably.

A generous 442Ib ft of torque
helps the Levante off the mark, but
its performance is brisk rather than
genuinely rapid, as a 0-62mph time
of 6.9sec confirms. This compares
with 5.2sec for the most powerful
petrol version. Out on the autostrada
the diesel lopes along nicely, and
the eight-speed torque converter
shuffles the ratios nicely when you
want to kick down. It’s a refined and
adept mile-eater, no question. Wind

With the Levante this month's lead Driven, we asked our road-testers to name their

favourite Maserati they've driven...

NICKTROTT

Editor
iy ¢ ‘I've never driven aMaserati
% road car that's blown my socks

off,and 'mnot sure | ever will

STUART GALLAGHER
Managing editor

‘Harry Metcalfe’s Ghibli Cup. It's
the only one I've drivenand it
was rather charming’

HENRY CATCHPOLE
Features editor
‘GranTurismo Sport. Great
shape, wonderful engine and a
GT you could enjoy every day’

DANPROSSER
' - -‘; Road test editor
e ‘Mineisn't along list, but the
7 GranTurismo MC Stradale
<> was genuinely good fun’

JETHRO BOVINGDON
Contributing editor
‘GranTurismo MC Stradale.
So evocative, fantastic noise
andlooks as coolasice’

RICHARD MEADEN
Contributing editor

‘Did | ever mention the time

| drove a 250F around the

Nordschleife...?’

DAVID VIVIAN
Contributing editor
‘Despite shatteringits
gearbox at MIRA, aKhamsin.
Surprisingly sharp steer’

ADAMTOWLER
Contributing road tester
4200 GT Gransport. So
much frustrates, but you can
forgive alot for that noise’

www.evo.co.uk 035



noise is subdued despite frameless
windows (Maseratihas worked hard
on this) and the general ambience is
that of an elevated GT.

After two hours of lumpen back-
roads and rapid autostrada, we
arrive at the Balocco Proving Ground,
where we can explore the opposite
ends of the Levante’s capabilities on
the high-speed handing circuit and
atechnical off-road course. 'm not
sure what feels more incongruous:
pointing the bluff nose of a two-ton
SUV out onto one of the world’s
more challenging manufacturer
test tracks, or slamming it through

LSD and torque vectoring helps,

as does an active torque split that
prefers 100 per cent to the rear but
cansend up to 50 per cent to the
front. It has a natural athleticism
where other SUVs feel like they have
had it thrust upon them.

When grip fades, it yields from
the front first, but this is gradual and
easily contained with a gentle lift off
the throttle. You can feel the ESP at
work in Normal mode, but switch to
Sport and the thresholds are upped
to minimise the intrusion. Disable
ESP completely and you access the
final ten per cent of the Levante’s
abilities, though in deference to the
increased centre of gravity, the ESP
reawakens if you're a hooligan.

Tantalisingly, we also get the
chance to try the top-spec petrol
Levante. What are we missing? In
terms of looks, luxury and chassis
dynamics, very little, because all
models share the same transmission
and air-suspension damping, albeit
with subtle differences between the
diesel and 424bhp petrol model.

As you'd expect, the petrol V6
has greater urgency and a pleasing

‘It has natural
athleticism
where others
have it thrust
upon them’

rocky ruts, wading through mud
and nudging over the edge of a
precipitous 70 per cent slope and
falling into the invisible catch-net of
the hill-decent electronics.

While it’s impressively capable
off-road, the biggest surprise comes
on the high-speed handling course.
Too often these big beasts contain
their mass with huge tyres, muscle-
bound damping and resolutely rigid
anti-roll bars, but the Levante feels
fluid from the off. There’s plenty of
poise and pliancy, and the handling
balance really does reflect the 50:50
weight distribution. A mechanical

appetite for revs. It has a nice gruff
note; in fact it’s really rather vocal on
full throttle. It sounds like a Maserati,
in other words. The uprated brakes
have a slightly firmer pedal and more
insistent stopping power when used
hard, but they retain the diesel’s
smooth, progressive feel at low
speeds. There’s more outright grip,
and because the rear tyres are wider,
the balance remains more neutral,
yet it still has poise where its rivals
can feel numb and flat-footed. Of
course, this petrol Levante is quicker
and more exciting than the diesel,
but far from overshadowing the
diesel, the powerful petrol version
merely underlines the inherent
rightness found in both models.
However much you might dislike
the notion of this blue-blooded
marque embracing the SUV, you
can'tignore the business case. One
million cars are sold annually in the
premium luxury segment, with half
of those being SUVs, so you don't
need to be a genius to grasp the
fact that if Maseratiis to achieve its
aspiration of building 75,000 cars a
year, it needs a slice of that action.
On the evidence of this first
drive, the Levante looks set to do
just that. Deservedly so, for it’s
anaccomplished and appealing
machine with a breadth of
capabilities and an identity that sets
it apart fromitsrivals. The Levante is
a breath of fresh airin the segment
and a wind of change at Maserati. B3
Richard Meaden
(@DickieMeaden)

Specification Distinctive styling, impressive blend of ride and handling, good value B Diesel performance is mild foraMaserati | €vo rating 1.0.0.0. 0*¢
Engine €02 Power Torque 0-62mph Top speed Weight Basic price
V6, 2897cc, turbodiesel 189g/km 271bhp @ 4000rpm 4421b ft @ 2000-2600rpm 6.9sec (claimed) 143mph (claimed) 2205kg (125bhp/ton) | £53,000 (est)

036 www.evo.co.uk
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-~ e Jump-start your car with a device small enough to fit in your pocket or glove box
* An intelligent battery connector incorporates a key safety function to stop short circuiting
* Charges smart phones and tablets using a 2.1A USB port
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Volvo's Polestar
branding grows with the
launch of its answer to
BMW'’s M Sport models

Volvo V40 T5 with
Polestar Package

Test location: Vallelunga Circuit, Italy
GPS: 4215400,12.36933

YOU'LL BE HEARING
Y quite a lot more about
Polestar from now on.

Volvo has wholly owned
this road-car offshoot of the racing
team since last summer, which
means there’ll be more ‘Engineered
by’ cars such as the likeable V60
Polestar launched in 2014 (see
Driven, evo 197), a greater range of
official Polestar remap software,
and now also what we're discussing
here: a full range of official ‘Polestar
Performance Parts’.

These items are nothing like as
bespoke, or expensive, as, say, the
Ohlins dampers that feature on the
full-fat Polestar models, but they
stillaim to sharpen the dynamics
and performance of every carin
Volvo's range. They're available in
‘Complete Performance Packages’

038 www.evo.co.uk

or asindividual items.

Some of the models available for
us to test at the Performance Parts
launch event in Italy don’'t apply to
the UK, including the painfully shy
but surprisingly effective S60 T6
AWD, with its supercharged and
turbocharged 302bhp 2-litre petrol
four. So amongst tweaked D4- and
D5-engined V40s and XC60s, for
now our attention most naturally
falls to this V40 T5 hatch, fitted with
the complete package of Polestar
modifications.

Funny car, the V40 T5. On paper
you might think it an underpowered
VW Golf R rival, particularly given its
price and the way it’s all precision
panel-radii and crisp shut lines, and
the fact that it has a heavily boosted
four-cylinder lump. Examine the
proposition in detail, though, and

Below: retuned auto
gearbox still lacks the
precision and speed
of a dual-clutch unit.
Bottom: handling is
usefully improved

it's obvious thisisn’'t the case. The
V40 is front-wheel drive, not four,
has only 242bhp and comes with an
eight-speed torque converter 'box.
[t's a hot hatchin the mould of the
old Golf VRé: for longer journeys and
amore mature owner, but without
that car’s expensive soundtrack,
the ‘T5' badge no longer denoting a
braying five-cylinder in Volvo-speak
but a 2-litre four-cylinder unit.

With the benefit of the Polestar
remap, plus the contribution of a 2.5-

‘The exhaust
note of this

V40 is a useful
metaphor for
Polestar’s work’
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Specification
Engine
In-line 4-cyl, 1969cc, twin-turbo

Sm
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inch stainless steel exhaust system
and a ‘performance’ air intake, the T5
engine here produces an additional
8bhp, taking the total to 250bhp.
Perhaps aware this looks at best
stingy, Polestar is quick to point out
that at 3500rpm the power curve
is up by 25bhp. There are no such
caveats required with the torque
figure, which promises an additional
37lb ft to realise a solid 295Ib ft
between 2000 and 3500rpm.

New springs and dampers
lower the V40 by 10mm and are
predictably stiffer compared with
Volvo's regular sports chassis option.
Lighter, 19-inch Polestar wheels
are combined with a set of 235/35
Pirelli P Zero tyres. Other new visual
elementsinclude a small kick to the
rear spoiler (which is said to increase
stability), a rear diffuser and a

137g/km

Power ‘ Torque

250bhp @ 5500rpm

Polestar gearknob and sill-plates.

The exhaust note of this V40 is a
useful metaphor for Polestar’s work.
You actually have to lower a window
to hear the difference, but at idle it
has an unusual, attractive tone. At
speed, at least frominside the car, it
is drowned out by the whistling cry
from the induction, which is more of
anacquired taste. So, the additional
performance is relatively discreet
and not overdone, and neither is the
rest of the car.

It's fast though, exhibiting an
emphasis on mid-range surge that
the figures suggest. However, drive it
in the manner expected of a 250bhp
hot hatch and the standard brakes
soon show the strain, the pedal
losing its bite and wisps of acrid
smoke appearing once the car has
come toahalt.

295lb ft @ 2000-3500rpm

# Improved body control, strong mid-range performance - Still no hot hatch, disappointingSteering, exoe

0-62mph ‘ Top speed

6.2sec (claimed)

Nevertheless, on aroad that
suits it, this V40 shows flashes
of promise. The changes to the
suspension mean it has much more
poise than the standard T5, without
ruining the ride. The 235-section
contact patches, meagre in profile,
do transmit a poor road surface into
the cabin at low speeds, though,
and they can be noisy at times, too.
However, the ride improves with
speed, and in general body control is
very good, enabling the car to cover
ground quickly.

The steering is disappointing,
and does the most to shatter the
hot-hatchillusion. It’s light but has
an artificial and one-dimensional
weight as soon as you're away
from the straight-ahead. It’s
almost impossible to know what'’s
happening at the front wheels,

150mph (est)

save for when you get a dollop of
torque-steer when pulling hard in
the lower gears.

The gearbox can be frustrating,
too, especially so here at this launch
where the cars are inexplicably not
fitted with Volvo’s steering-wheel
shift buttons, leaving us with just
the gearlever to contend with. And
despite a more sporting-minded
algorithm from Polestar, this torque
converter has nowhere near the
crispness and dependability of a
good twin-clutch setup.

So, Polestar’s kit makes for a
mildly more potent version of a niche
carand adds £4725 to alist price
that starts at more that £30,000.
This ensuresit’llbe arare sight. As an
example of Polestar’'s competencies,
however, this V40 is more useful. 8
Adam Towler (@AdamTowler)
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~Cupragetsevenmore
~ powerand atrickexhaust

Testlocation: Sant Pere de Ribes, Spain
GPS: 41.26600, 1.77441

THIS IS THE VERY MILDEST
T of facelifts. There are
no styling revisions, no

meaningful chassis tweaks and
there’s no new dashboard layout. To
understand why SEAT has gone to
the effort of launching an updated
Leon Cupra, it's worth knowing that
the Cupra name was first used in
1996. So with a standard-fit sports
exhaust and an extra 10bhp, the
Cupra 280 becomes Cupra 290.

The power increase is certainly a
marginal one (in fact one wonders
if 10bhp would have been within
tolerance anyway), but the Cupra
290 does officially become the
quickest and most powerful SEAT
road car ever. That seems like a
pretty good way to mark a 20th
anniversary. The modelis still
available in a choice of body styles
- three-door hatchback (Leon SC),
five-door hatchback (Leon) and five-
door estate (Leon ST).

The Cupra 280 spawned the
fastest front-wheel-drive car we
have ever timed around a track, and
in Cupra 290 guise those high-
performance models live on. The
Sub8 Performance Pack adds lighter

. systemforits 20thbirthday. .~

19-inch wheels and uprated Brembo
brakes for £2050, with sticky
Michelin Pilot Sport Cup 2 tyres a
further £460. The Sub8 Ultimate
Pack, meanwhile, includes all of

the above but junks the air conand
some of the speakers to save weight.
It costs £4250. Bucket seats are a
£1250 option and are well advised
given that all Sub8 derivatives offer
enormous cornering ability.

The uprated engine delivers its
peak power output of 286bhp from
5900 to 6400rpm, while the torque
figure of 258lb ft is unchanged
but available over a slightly wider
range. The sports exhaust saves
5.8kg, reduces back pressure and,
we’re told, produces a more stirring
soundtrack. Buyers can still choose
between a six-speed manual and
a six-speed twin-clutch DSG, the

latter carrying a £1355 premium

and trimming acceleration times
slightly. The quickest 290 is the DSG-
equipped three-door, which reaches
62mphinalaunch-control-assisted
5.6sec — a tenth quicker than the
280. The manual estate, the slowest
of the lot, takes a still respectable
6.0sec (also a tenth quicker).

SEAT now offersits Full Link
mobile connectivity system as
standard, but otherwise the cabin
isunchanged. Thereis a general
feeling of solidity, but the designis
functional and the overallimpression
of quality falls short of a Golf GTI’s.

You'd need a stopwatch to notice
the extra power once on the move,
particularly since this is an engine
that’s best driven on its tabletop
torque curve. Asin the Audi S3 and
VW Golf R, its effective, responsive
and full of urgency, but it’s nothing
close to evocative. Rather like the
hike in power, you'd have to be very
familiar with the 280 to notice the
livelier soundtrack here, although we
do manage to tease one or two pops
and crackles from the exhaust.

The helm feels slightly loose
regardless of the drive mode, more

so thanin any current quick Golf.
Similarly, the body control is ever so
slightly remote, where other cars on
this platform feel better keyed into
the surface. These are observations
rather than fundamental criticisms,
because they aren’t impediments to
pace or enjoyment.

Remarkably, SEAT has managed
to negotiate with the Spanish
authorities to close amountain
road and suspend the speed limits
during the launch, which gives us
ample opportunity to drive the 290
toits full potential inits natural
environment. Exactly like the 280,
the revised model is terrifically
quick along a road, even more so
on the optional Cup 2 tyres than
the standard Continentals. The
Haldex-type LSD does a good job of
deploying that torque between the
front wheels, but it is still possible to
overwhelm the inside tyre.

The Leon Cupra 290 is a very
good hot hatch, but it’s surrounded
by a handful of utterly spectacular
ones - Golf R and Ford Focus RS
among them - without offering any
meaningful saving. B
Dan Prosser (@TheDanProsser)

Specification Huge performance and strong dynamic ability B Uncomfortably close in price to the Golf Rand Focus RS | @vo rating v %k & ¥
Engine C0o2 Power Torque 0-62mph Top speed Weight Basic price
In-line 4-cyl, 1984cc, turbo 154g/km 286bhp @ 5900-6400rpm 2581b ft @ 1700-5800rpm 5.8sec (claimed) 155mph (limited) 1300kg (224bhp/ton) | £30,030
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Test location: Genoa, Italy
GPS: 44.45142,9.08723

Photography: Aston Parrott

Ferrari
California T
Handling

Speciale

Too little, too late for a Ferrari
that never properly appealed
to purists in the first place?

THIS SHORT PIECE IS
intended to answer a

very simple question. If
you're buying a Ferrari California T,
should you specify the new Handling
Speciale package? It costs £5568
on top of the £155,230 list price and
consists of new spring rates, revised
magnetic dampers, a new, louder
exhaust system with a sharper
tone, quicker shifts for the gearbox,
new logic for the traction control
systems and a few very subtle
styling tweaks.

The answer, then, is pretty simple.
Of course you should. But should you
buy a California T at all? That’s not
quite so straightforward...

We’'ll get onto the pros and cons
of the Cali Tina second, but first the
specifics of the Handling Speciale
package and its intended role in the
Ferrarirange. Those spring rates
areincreased by 16 per cent at the
front and 19 per cent at the rear,
and Ferrari says that the balance

out understeer wherever it may

lurk! With the revised dampingin
combination with those spring-rate
revisions, the HS is said to be more
agile, more exciting and targets
those who still want a GT-car
experience but with a bit more edge.
A California T endowed with a bit
more Ferrari-ness, perhaps.

Similarly, the drivetrain has
been sharpened up. The 3.9-litre
twin-turbo V8 is unchanged, with
552bhp at 7500rpm and 5571b ft at
4750rpm. Like the standard T, the HS
features a specific torque map for
each gear, only allowing the full 557Ib
ft in seventh. However, the 'box is
much faster thanks to lessons learnt
from the 488 GTB. Upshifts are 30
per cent quicker and downshifts a
remarkable 40 per cent quicker.

The HS is distinguished by nothing
more than a ‘Grigio Ferro’ matt grille
and rear diffuser and black exhausts,
plus some interior badges.

On some fabulous roads

at low speeds and the bassy noise
won't be to everyone’s taste, but
as with the 488, this turbo V8 has
quite stunning throttle response.
You notice it immediately and the
instantaneous character of the
drivetrain continues to astound upin
the hills. In fact, save for the whistle
that occasionally cuts through the
V8 bark, you'd struggle to tell the
engineis turbocharged at all until
you really chased the red line. Ask
it for everything and the gorgeous
rush to the limiter of a normally
aspirated Ferrariisn’t there. That
said, performance is superb and the
new ‘box is noticeably faster.

The chassis is altogether more
enjoyable, with less roll (there’s
still plenty, though), much more
consistent body control and a better
relationship between the super-
alert steering and the chassis. In
standard trim the car often feels like
the front and rear are out of phase
with each other, but the HS is more

is a tiny bit of understeer —more
than you'd find in a 488 or F12, of
course — but for the most part it
turns in with real bite and offers

excellent traction, too.

Tomy mind there’s no question
that the HS pack creates amuch
better Cali T and a better Ferrari.
However, the harder you push, the
less comfortable the car is and
that strange sensation of the body
movements running out of sync with
your steering inputs remains. It still
feels alittle loose. Of course, thisis
a Ferrari for people who want the
badge but not necessarily everything
that comes withit, but there’s
always the feeling with the Cali that
it's not as good as it could be simply
to protect the 488/F12 model lines.

Just asimportantly, the Tis
starting to feel longin the tooth
generally. If you stepped out of an
AMG GT, R8 or Turbo S and into this,
you'd be disappointed by the styling,
technology and the quality. B3

has been shifted to make the car near Genoa, the HS is a vast predictable, more locked-down and Jethro Bovingdon

more neutral - they love to chase improvement. It sounds boomier hence much easier to exploit. There (@JethroBovingdon)
Specification Noticeably tighter than before B Still not apatchon other Ferrarimodels | @O rating Y % % Kk ¥
Engine C0o2 Power Torque 0-62mph Top speed Weight Basic price

V8, 3855¢c, twin-turbo 250g/km 552bhp @ 7500rpm 557Ib ft @ 4750rpm 3.6sec (claimed) 196mph (claimed) 1729kg (324bhp/ton) | £160,798
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Test location: Balls Cross, West Sussex
GPS: 51.027459, -0.592510

Photography: Aston Parrott

Lexus GS F

Lexus’s supersaloon offers
a compelling blend of old-
school brawn and new tech

WE'VE ALREADY TRIED
the Lexus GS F briefly,
on sun-baked roads near

Madrid, but it’s well worth revisiting
here in the UK and for an extended
period. Mostly because it swims
against the tide of vast power and
forced induction to create a unique
take on the modern supersaloon.
And although it’s easy to get blinded
by the sheer performance of a new
M5 or E63 AMG, the GS F's 5-litre
V8isn't exactly weedy. It produces
4T1bhp at 7100rpm and 391lb ft from
4800 to 5600rpm and this 1790kg
saloon car gets from 0 to 62mphin
4.6sec and is limited to 168mph.
Anyway, never mind the numbers,
just feel the quality... That V8is
actually central to the GS F driving
experience and it’s really rather
wonderful. It’s a big, brawny engine
with an old-school feel in some
respects, but it uses plenty of tech,
including direct injection, forged
connecting rods and titaniuminlet
and exhaust valves. Its variable valve
timing system also allows it to adopt
the more efficient Atkinson cycle in

You'll find yourself doing just that
with surprising frequency, because
the GS F offers a highly addictive
dynamic experience. Best of all,
and despite the many different
driving modes and settings for
the torque-vectoring differential
and traction control, the GS F feels
just right. It might take a while to
work out exactly how to tune your
own perfect set-up, but there’s an
intuitive, timeless feel to the whole
experience that seems instantly
familiar and yet exciting.

Those modes? Well, you can
choose from Eco, Normal, Sport
Sand Sport S+ whichact on the
throttle mapping, steering weight,
stability control intervention and,
rather controversially, the Active

that creamy V8ness through the
speaker system. However, you can
just turnit off and we'd suggest
doing just that. You can also choose
between Standard, Slalom and
Track modes for the TVD (Torque
Vectoring Differential) and in Sport
S+ mode you can select ‘Expert’
mode for the VDIM stability control.
Do so and the electronics should
only step in to prevent a spin.

Like I said, it sounds complicated
but, so long as you'rein Sport Sor
Sport S+ mode, the GS F will feel
very good indeed. On the road, the
various settings for the diff make
only a very subtle difference, with
Slalom mode slightly speeding up
steering response and Track mode
reducing oversteer but retaining a
really lovely ability to steer the car
onthe throttle. The dampers are
fixed-rate and offer an excellent
compromise, allowing enough roll
and pitch to get areally good feel
for the car’s balance but offering
enough support to keep the weight
well under control. Without a great
shock of torque to contend with,

understeer if you push too hard but,
with accurate control of the engine’s
delivery, it’s easy to drive through
that phase and balance the car on
the point of oversteer.

Of course it’s not perfect. The
eight-speed gearbox is massively
outclassed by the best dual-clutch
systems. Sometimes it’s superb,
delivering clean upshifts and rapid
response to a downshift request.
Then, inexplicably, it'll refuse to
change up when you ask, or throw in
alate, fluffy downshift. It's most odd.
The electric steeringisn’t particularly
feelsome, but it’s quick and fluid so
it's not a great hindrance to enjoying
the car and does impart a sense of
real agility. The brakes are superb,
oversensitive at first but better with
experience, and they cope very well
during hard road driving.

The GS Fis somehow more than
the sum of its parts and much more
appealing than the RC F with which
it shares much. At £70k it's not going
to be acommon sight, but you can
bet when you see one the driver will
be wearing a broad grin. B

gentle use but stillhowl around to its Sound Control, which cancels the chassis is fluid, easy to read and Jethro Bovingdon

7300rpm limiter when you ask. unwanted noise and enhances all very progressive. There’s a bit of (@JethroBovingdon)
Specification Superb engine, exploitable chassis, quality B Gearbox off the pace, structure less rigid than somerivals’ | @0 rating 1.0.0.0. 0*¢
Engine C02 Power Torque 0-62mph Top speed Weight Basic price

V8, 4969cc 260g/km 4T1bhp @ 7100rpm 391lb ft @ 4800-5600rpm 4.6sec (claimed) 168mph (limited) 1790kg £69,995
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@ T. H . B O L E R The new name for the finest in

U o e performance and prestige cars

There's a smarter way to

ell your

performance, prestige or classic.cak
FLAT FEE OF

WHY CHOOSE US HOW SALE AND RETURN WORKS
. o WIE S RN NO SALE = NO FEE
1 Best retumns 1o you 1 We accurately value your car

2 Speed of sale 5

(We have a very fast slock tumaround)

VWe have developed the quickest,
cheapest and easiest way to sell your car

\We can collect via covered trailer z 5
or provide use of a courtesy car Get a detailed valuation

3 Your car is sold with a RAC _ just email or call us:
warranty 3 We market your car for a flat

4 Finance - 53 lenders fo fund £1500 e 01 295 690933

the purchase of your car 4 [fthere is no sale there is no fee “excluding VAT

0

-

Why sell your car privately or get below trade ‘book’ price from dealers when you can sell your car this way?

Example stock cars

More & Class S500L Amg Audi RB V10 Quattro Bentlay Continental GTC Tesla Roadster Auto Range Rover Sport
£79,985 £78,995 £79,995 68,995 £67,895

T.H. BOLER www.thboler.com  email: selmycar@thboler.com
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Test location: A3400, Banbury, UK
GPS: 51.98445,-1.32316

Photography: Aston Parrott

BBR
Mazda
MX-5 2.0
Super 190

More power and the taut
chassis we wanted from the
start transform the MX-5

IT'S FAIR TO SAY THE
Mk4 MX-5 was one of our
disappointments of 2015.

That’s not because it was a bad
car, far fromit, but simply because
compared with what the fanatical
weight-loss regime and back-to-
basics mindset promised, the final
execution didn’'t quite live up to our
expectations.

Enter familiar MX-5 exponents
BBR, who have made the little
roadster —in all its generations —
their speciality over recent years.
BBR are quick to market with this
‘Super 190’ conversion, which
isn't surprising as the firm started
development work on the new
Skyactiv engine in advance by
acquiring a 2-litre Mazda 3.

At present there are two levels
of modification. The first consists
of aremap under the familiar
StarChip brand and liberates an
additional 20bhp from the feisty
little 1.5-litre engine and 17bhp on
the 2-litre model. These remaps
are called ‘Super 160’ and ‘Super
175+ respectively, and cost £594,
including arolling-road session. Then
there is the more brawny 2-litre-

based Super 190, sampled here.
The Super 190 naturally includes
the StarChip remap, but also seeks
toimprove the breathing of the
Skyactiv motor. Although BBR has
no criticism of the standard airbox,
their testing suggests the feed to it
suffers from pronounced heat-
soak — thereby raising the air inlet
temperature - and have designed
anew pipe that repositions the
feed point. To exhale the gases
more efficiently, there’s a new 2.5in
manifold, a stainless steel centre-
section with a sports catalyst and a
new rear silencer-box with a 2.75in
exit. Curiously, BBR discovered that
changing the exhaust on the 1.5-litre
car made little or no difference, but
that there were very worthwhile
gains to be had on the bigger engine.
Exactly how worthwhile, I'm

about to discover. In my head are the
numbers, naturally: an extra 30bhp,
developed at 6700rpm (up from
6000rpm), takes the total to 188bhp,
and there’s 171lb ft of torque (up from
1471b ft) at a tractable-sounding
3550rpm. Realising, perhaps, that
such power gains on a naturally
aspirated motor are often at the
expense of driveability, BBR are quick
to point out that the new torque
peak is 1050rpm lower than before.

In essence, the Super190 is
everything you'd hope for from
regular 2.0i Sport. Where the
standard engine has an inoffensive
but workmanlike tone, the 190 is so
much sweeter and rasping without
being domineering. It pulls harder
through the mid-range, which makes
the car feel much more potent, but
the biggest difference is the way it
revs so much more freely, which in
turn encourages enthusiastic use of
every last engine revolution.

What, then, of the Mk&4's bizarre
body roll? Like us, BBR are not fans
of the excessively soft springing, and
have combined the Sport’s Bilstein
dampers with new progressive-rate
springs that also lower the car by

30mm. This car also has lightweight
07 wheels with a wider offset, and
a 215-section tyre (up from 205)
combined with BBR’s fast-road
geometry setup.

The car is transformed, able
now to scribe a laser-like trajectory
through corners without the
histrionics of before. It’s a car that
relishes being driven hard but that’s
not compromised for everyday use
(evenif, occasionally, over really poor
it does feel a tad unyielding).

The steeringis animprovement,
too, with a more positive sense that
the tyres are biting into the road-
surface, but this s still a car that you
feel moving around through your
backside, not your hands. That’s not
a criticism of BBR’s work, though,
rather a fundamental flaw with the
electrically assisted rack.

At £2394 for the Super 190 kit,
£594 for the suspension, plus
wheel and tyre costs, the price
seems reasonable for snapping the
Mk4's characteristics taut in such a
convincing manner. We await BBR’s
more potent Mk4 MX-5 offerings
with renewed excitement. B
Adam Towler (@AdamTowler)

Specification Energetic performance, vastly better body control B Steering could communicatemore | @VO rating Y % kK
Engine C0o2 Power Torque 0-62mph Top speed Weight Basic price
In-line 4 cyl,1998cc n/a 188bhp @ 6700rpm 176lb ft @ 3550rpm 7.0sec (est) 140mph (est) 1000kg (191bhp/ton) | Seetext
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LLOYS DARKENED BY BRAKE DUST.
Front and rear wings greying from
a sheen of spent rubber kicked up
from the tyres. Mud flicked along
sills and doors. Bugs splattered
across the whole of the front end of the car. The
exhaust ticking and cracking as the metal cools...
All proof that you've been out for a thrilling
day’s driving. And isn’t that the whole reason for
choosing your car in the first place?

But while a grime-caked car is a sure sign that
you're not treating it like a trailer queen, most of
us enjoy keeping our pride and joy gleaming — we
just don't want to invest large chunks of our lives
wielding a hose, sponge and cloths to keep it like
that, because, well, life’s way too short.

How do you reconcile those two seemingly
divergent desires? With car care products that
make cleaning quick and easy. Car care products
from Turtle Wax. Turtle Wax has been adding
adeep, lustrous shine to the automotive world
for the past 70 years and part of its expertise
derives from the fact that car care is all it does
- no distractions, just total concentration and
focus on creating products to make your car look
like new again, as fast as possible.

For many of us Turtle Wax is the name in
all-over car care: whatever you need to clean or
polish, inside or out, Turtle Wax has it covered.

Grubby carpets? Banish the blemishes. Gloomy
glass? Clear vision coming right up. Scratched
paintwork? Smooth it out. Headlight covers
dimming with age? Bring back their brightness
with a Turtle Wax restoration kit. And that’s not
to mention all the everyday washes and waxes
and polishes that are the bedrock of Turtle Wax's
outstanding global reputation.

Every product is specially formulated to do
the dirty work for you, leaving you to get on with

‘more to .Iife-t,nhain cl ;

_cars, so its products

life’'s more pleasurable activities. Because Turtle
Wax understands that when you hear the call

of the openroad, you don’'t want anything to be
holding you back. e

Protect the body,
free the soul o~
For more information visit =t

www.turtlewax.co.uk or download the app.
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OutsideLine

Meaden dons a flak jacket and presents a robust
defence of the cars we all love to hate

IF 2015 WASTHE YEAR OF THE

hypercar, then 2016 is shaping up to be the year of

the luxury SUV. In the space of just a few days, evo

received launch invites for the new Jaguar F-pace

and Maserati Levante. And these came hot on the
heels of the newly introduced Bentley Bentayga and Range Rover
Sport SVR - cars that along with the raft of other premium luxury
SUVs populate an ever-growing sector of the market perhaps most
accurately described as ‘most-hated best-sellers’.

It’s traditional at the launch of such cars for the more easily
agitated members of the motoring press to work themselves into a
bile-flecked lather, hammering away at their MacBook keyboards
with indignant rage. Perhaps 'm out of step with my learned
colleagues (and maybe you lot, too), but I've never
understood the default hatred of SUVs.

Perhaps the best example of this knee-jerk reaction
was when Porsche launched the Cayenne. Yes, in its
first iteration it was a powerfully ugly machine and,
of course, it challenged all our preconceptions of what
a Porsche should be. What mystified me at the time
was how the principle of a Porsche SUV could be so
offensive when it clearly presented an opportunity to
generate huge revenue for the company. Was Porsche going to take
its beady eye off the sports car ball? Hardly. Given that its success
has subsequently played a major part in funding the development
of an unprecedented succession of exceptional Boxster, Cayman
and 911 models — and a Le Mans-winner - the decision to build
the Cayenne was clearly an inspired one. Yet still the haters hate.

As I write this column, I'm a few days away from driving the
Maserati Levante. Should I be offended by the reality of a trident-
wearing SUV? Perhaps. Perhaps not. Thanks to the vagaries of
print schedules, you can find out what I think of it on page 34.
What I do know is that I find it more upsetting that both the Ghibli
and Quattroporte lack the verve and Latin sparkle I've previously
associated with the brand. If the Levante is a more polished
product than these lacklustre saloons, it will be a start. If it flies out
of the showrooms and boosts Maserati’s ability to build cars like
the upcoming — and truly mouth-watering — Alfieri, then surely we
should all welcome the Levante, even if it’s for an ulterior motive?
Business is business, after all, especially as the age of sports car
makers surviving by just making sports cars has long gone.

It’s no secret that I adore the current Range Rover. To have one
in my life would be bliss. Armed with this disclosure, you'd think
it unlikely that I'd despise anything wearing the Range Rover
badge, yet the very notion of the Range Rover Sport SVR makes
my teeth splinter. It’s something I can trace back to pre-launch

footage of one drifting in slow motion around a rain-sodden
Rockingham Motor Speedway’s infield circuit. I mean, seriously,
what’s the point? A Range Rover has the class, confidence and
veracity to rise above all that, surely? Dragging it into a willy-
waving competition seems as undignified as it is unwarranted.

If I've concluded anything from all this, it’s that authenticity is
the key to credibility and desirability. A car that has it feels right;
a car that lacks it feels wrong. The Range Rover has it. The Sport
SVR doesn’t. Simple as that. The Cayenne didn’t have it initially
- hence the widespread unease — but it has now come to define
the younger, more dynamic sector of the premium SUV market.
That’s why a Cayenne Turbo S will always be more authentic and
more evo —if no less pointless — than a Range Rover SVR.

‘Given that its success funded a Le
Mans-winner, the decision to build
the Cayenne was an inspired one’

That’s why I'm looking forward to the Lamborghini Urus, for
if ever there was a brand with the justification to build a full-on
SUV, it’s that which gave us the LM002. My only concern for the
Urus is that it won’t be bonkers enough to do its ancestor justice.

I'll probably get flamed for this, but Ferrari’s GTC4Lusso could
be described as an SUV of sorts; similarly Aston Martin’s DBX,
which might be tagged a crossover, but that’s just industry-speak
for SUV-lite. With its elevated stance and electric, all-wheel-
drive powertrain, the DBX concept upset many dyed-in-the-
wool purists, but I took it as an indication of Aston’s willingness
to confront a challenging future with bold ideas. The recent
announcement of a new production facility at St Athan, in
Wales, confirms the DBX is set to become reality, albeit it with
petrol-only power at launch. As an Aston fan I can’t wait to try it.

Done badly, top-end SUVs are the most loathsome, clichéd
products the car industry has to offer, but even that’s no reason
to despise them out of some misguided duty to sports cars. Not
only are future versions of the cars you love increasingly reliant
on sales of the cars you hate, but as they continue to morph and
evolve, the best SUVs are becoming refreshing, intriguing and
exciting high-performance cars in their own right. &

© @DickieMeaden

Richard is a contributing editor to evo and one of the magazine’s founding team

www.evo.co.uk 049



VUHL

INCOMPARABLE LIGHTWEIGHT SUPERCAR
FOR ROAD AND TRACK

POWER TO WEIGHT 0-60 MPH

410 3.4

bhp/tonne seconds

T

UK demonstrator available at BESPOKE PERFORMANCE & 01920 468580

www.vuhlautomotive.com / info@vuhl05.com / @@ €@ VUHL Automotive PERFORMANCE




Petrolhead

‘Who actually wants autonomous cars?’ asked Meaden last month.
Having slowly raised his hand, Porter now explains why...

THE INVENTION OF THE CAR DIDN’T well or consider ways to get better at it. If you take them out
kill off the horse. In fact, the advent of four wheels, of the equation, the roads won’t only flow more freely, they’ll
a seat and some kind of motor released the horse get safer too. That effect will be multiplied if we can sell self-
from day-to-day transport duties and allowed it to driving to the stressy sales rep who can slide back his seat and
become part of an opt-in leisure activity, mostly for fiddle with his PowerPoint rather than attempting to insert his
well-spoken girls with very glossy hair. A4 TDI into your exhaust pipe. And robocar tech is bound to be
In a similar vein, central heating turned the log fire from a popular with the kind of grunting moron who can’t leave their
necessity to an optional accessory that allows middle-class men phone alone, currently to be found searching for their favourite
to talk endlessly about logs as if they live in a cabin on top of the emoticon from behind the wheel of a fast-moving Corsa in the
Rockies, while advances in proper ovens switched the AGA from middle lane of the M4 or making a call by putting their Samsung
a requirement to something you could choose to have if you on speaker and holding their phone in front of their face in that
wanted a much hotter kitchen and a much lighter bank account. distinctive manner that seems to count as ‘hands-free’ amongst
This is called progress. And it’s also why [ don’t entirely agree with the genuinely stupid.
Richard Meaden.

You might have read dear old Dickie’s last evo

column, in which he got his trousers in a twist about ‘Imagine What Would happen tO

the impending threat of autonomous cars bringing the

death of doing-it-yourself. I'm sorry to say I think he’s major roads if the Weal‘y and the

got it all wrong. The self-driving car isn’t the sky falling

in over evotown. For those of us who like driving, it feCkleSS Were able to Slt baC]_(

could be the best thing in the world. o o 9
It’s pretty clear that for a great many people, driving and let the car dO the dI‘lVlIlg

is not an enjoyable endeavour. Take the blithering

knobknuckle I saw yesterday almost clattering into

three other drivers on a major road into London. The sticker in the Getrid of these kinds of drivers and you're left with people who
rear window told me he’d bought his Vauxhall Zafira from Cargiant want to drive. And they want to drive because they’re interested
and this said a lot. He went to a massive car supermarket and init, they pride themselves on being good at it, and they think it’s
bought a sort of supermarket own-brand car that fulfilled his basic fun. They’re probably the kind of people who do it for amusement,
needs at a moderate price. There was no joy in this process, just not out of dreaded routine, just like modern-day horse riders, log-
the weary requirement to get some transport and then go through fire makers and AGA chefs.
the daily chore of having to pilot the bloody thing. Which, judging The good news is, with the inattentive and the inept being
from his inability to indicate, keep in a lane or judge distances, was taken smoothly and safely to their destination by several tetafrigs
something he wasn’t especially good at. In future, a whole suite of of computing power, those of us who like driving will have more
computers, sensors and radars could do that job for him, and with chance to enjoy it. As long as we’re not forced to join the autopilot
farless chance of clattering into a Norbert Dentressangle lorry near revolution — and at the moment there’s no suggestion that we
the Polish War Memorial roundabout. would be - then we’re free to indulge in something that gives us

Imagine what would happen to major roads if the weary, the great pleasure, perhaps with ever greater pleasure as the act of
disinterested and the feckless were able to sit back, relax and let driving is liberated from drudgery for those who want to opt out.
the car do the driving. Awareness would increase, lane-discipline In that respect, I'm afraid I tut at Richard Meaden’s complaint
would improve, major arteries would be freed of the coagulation that we didn’t ask for autonomy in our cars. We might not have
caused by myopic buffoons who sit in the wrong lane for 40 miles, asked for self-driving, but I hope we get it very soon. Because, as
occasionally dabbing the brakes for no apparent reason. These far as I can work out, the best way to enjoy driving is to take it
people don’t enjoy driving, so why must we force them do it? Let’s away from those who don’t. B3
bring on the autonomous cars and relieve these poor sods from the
stress and misery brought upon them by necessity. O @sniffpetrol

People who don't like driving don’t care about doing the job Richard is evo’s longest-serving columnist and the keyboard behind sniffpetrol.com
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Fitness freak? Racing and winning in IndyCars, the monsters of the single-
seater world, taught Dario a thing or two about staying in shape, too

I LEARNT MY LESSONS EARLY ON.
During that rookie year in CART in 1997 there
were times when I was having to slow down,
exhausted, as a result of my conditioning, or lack of
it. Temperature, the lateral loads on my body and
the bearish strength needed to manhandle the chassis took their
toll. Head lolling to the right through left-hand bends, to the left
throughright-hand bends, smashing into my chest under braking...
I'm not ashamed to admit I was found wanting that season (mainly
because I made damn sure it never happened again).

Most of you will know that driving a racing car is tough, that
guiding an IndyCar around at 230mph feels like 15kg dumbbells
have been strapped to your wrists, and that rally drivers
in the WRC rely on executing deft skills in a hurricane
of noise, dirt and oversteer to keep them alive on a turn-
by-turn basis. Likewise, many of you will appreciate
that Turn 8 at Istanbul subjected F1 drivers to fighter-jet
levels of G-loading. The finesse required to subsequently
place the car within a hair’s breadth of the polished exit
kerb without brushing it isn’t lost on us, either.

And the (thankfully dying) notion that racing
drivers aren’t athletes? Tell me, how many other sports demand
that participants’ hearts thump out 170 beats per minute for two
hours, as is the case in F1 and IndyCar, not to mention longer stints
in WEC? The physiological requirements may evolve over time —
less downforce and fragile tyres mean drivers now focus more on
cardio than strength, whereas even five years ago you needed to be
built like a bull to drive an F1 car — but the level of conditioning has
for decades been deeply impressive for all top-tier series.

I was never what you'd call overly enthusiastic when it came to
fitness, doing enough to win races and championships — to avoid
what happened thatyearin CART —butleaving the extra-curricular
Ironmans to guys like Jenson Button. It was still a hell of a lot of
work, though, and while I've stuck with the cycling, I'll die a happy
man if [ never again have to do a ten-mile timed run in 35-degree
Nashville heat. You do need that kind of intensity, though, to try to
replicate the stresses on your body during the toughest race of the
season — probably Singapore for F1, Mid-Ohio for IndyCar.

G-loading is the first thing people talk about, and for good
reason. Through fast corners in a 1000bhp/ton single-seater
you can’t breathe — you cannot inflate your lungs — so you brace
yourself coming into the bend, gulp down air on the following
straight and then brace yourself for the next turn. And when I say
brace, I really mean it. Many drivers put their jaws out of alignment
from the constant clenching, which is hardly surprising when your

head weighs the equivalent of 25kg at 5G. I even went as far as to
ask my helmet painter to use the least possible amount of lacquer
to shave off a few grams. (The forces are so strong that on oval
Indy circuits, any saliva in your mouth quickly migrates to the
side of your face.) Factor in the restricted breathing and you can
capitulate quickly. Still, 200mph in a car destined to crash unless
you could get it through the next bend was a great motivator.
IndyCars don’t have power steering, and compressions at high
speeds would spike the weight of the rack, sometimes leading to
pulled muscles in my wrists and forearms. In the bigger braking
zones the pedal required 60kg of pressure under forces of 4G
(and I wasn’t even a particularly heavy braker), and then there

‘Many drivers put their jaws out
of alignment from the constant
clenching, which isn’t surprising’

was the driving position. Vacuum-packed from shoulders to
knees, in the pits the thick belts were pulled so tightly that truly
I couldn’t breathe, but somehow I found a way to melt into a
tolerable position. Fast corners meant torquing your body in such
a way that G-forces could be withstood and pain minimised, but
also so you could still place the car with pinpoint accuracy.

So, you've spent the off-season in the gym and on the bike, and
your diet has been all white meat and greens. You can therefore
handle the G-forces and you’ve met the muscular prerequisites
for race-distance flat-out. But can you handle the heat?

Temperature can be dangerous. Again, everybody talks about
heat-soak from the engine and high ambient temperatures
brought about by baking tarmac, but you know what the real killer
is in an IndyCar? The floorpan. Tungsten skidplates generate
so much heat when the chassis bottoms out that the driver’s
backside can blister! I can also remember one time my team’s
engineers tried out a new aero package that ended up stopping
hot air exiting the rads properly. In fact, that air was backing up
and escaping in the form of a hot jet through the gearshift gate.
I've got the scars to prove it, but again, that 200mph corner is fast
approaching, so what are you going to do? &

© @dariofranchitti

Dario is a three-time Indy 500 winner and four-time IndyCar champ
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Inbox

What’s pooped on your paintwork this month?

Letter of the Month

Your move, Renault

As alife-long Renault fan I wanted the new Focus RS to be
less than perfect. All power, no finesse — that kind of thing.
However, your recent group test (evo 220) demonstrated that
it clearly is not. In fact it appears to be an excellent example of
what you are calling a ‘super-hatch’.

But what will Renault deliver that will be competitive in the
super-hatch era, and therefore what will I replace my current
Mégane 265 Cup with?

The Alpine Vision [pictured above] initially perked me up,
but then my enthusiasm was dashed by a ridiculous £50k
price tag. The Focus RS base price is a fiver less than £30k:
perfect value and mega speed.

Can someone in France please give me a glimmer of hope
and tell me that there is a plan for Renaultsport? I fear a
similar demise to the one that saw Peugeot fall from hot
hatch grace in the late ’80s.

Vive la France, please.

Andrew Tsierkezou

~ )

The Letter of the
Month wins an
Aviator watch

The writer of this month’s star
letter receives an Aviator MIG-35,
worth £465. Its sturdy and
sophisticated design is inspired
by elements of the MIG-35
fighter jet, while its 45mm case
contains a Swiss-made quartz
movement with advanced
chronograph functions.

AVIATOR

Ay
P,dyéac n~

www.aviatorwatch.ch  www.peterjackson.co.uk

Analogue heirlooms
So Richard Meaden asks who wants
one of these autonomous cars
(Outside Line, evo 220), rightly saying
that no self-respecting driver would
ask to be completely removed from
the process of driving. But these
cars are not built for us —and | don’t
mean car enthusiasts, | mean our
generation. These cars are built for our
children and theirs after, generations
having grown up expecting and
experiencing a higher level of
autonomy in all walks of life.

That is why in my will it states
that my analogue drivers’ cars are
to be passed on to my childrenand
theirs afterwards — with the express
instructions that they are not to be
sold, but to be kept running, driven
regularly and above all enjoyed.
Mark Jackson

Separated at birth?

| just finished reading about the new
Pagani Huayra BC (evo 220). What an
amazing car and what an outrageous
design with the various carbonfibre
bits bolted on.

| was thinking, hats off to the
designers at Pagani for being so bold
withit. Then I looked a little closer and
realised that maybe it should be hats
off to the guys at Honda.

Now stay with me here, but surely
I'm not the only one who sees the
resemblance: the rear wing, the rear
venturi, the flared and vented front
arches, the square-jawed splitter...

Not so long ago | remember evo
describing the looks of the Civic Type R
asabit OTT, yet the BCis described as
being ‘artfully constructed’. Why the
difference in opinion?

Maybe now people will appreciate
the design cues on the Type Rand
applaud Honda for having the courage
of its convictions and building a car

Above: Civic Type Ris practically a Pagani
in design terms, reckons Ali Saddique

that we can all aspire to own and
pretend we are driving a mini Pagani.
Ali Saddique, London

Coupe cut

I've always slept soundly at night
knowing that whatever financial
maladies life would throw at me, |
could probably always afford to buy
and run an evo five-star car: a Ford
Puma1.7. Soimagine my consternation
when | read last month’s 'Used Rivals’
article and found that the Puma

had lost half a star! Have I missed a
memo? When and why did you take
my security blanket away?

Doug Isaacs

As we revisit older cars, we reassess
their ratings in the context of newer
models and their fresh points of
reference. Unfortunately the Puma,
while still great, no longer cuts it as a
five-star car for us. - Ed

Keeping it real

| leapt for joy when | read that the
Secret Supercar Owner’s new 599
GTBHGTE (Fast Fleet, evo 220) had
become his wife’s daily driver and
their autumn grand tourer. Hallelujah,
I thought. Followed by: what the hellis
an autumn grand tourer?

How about an Aldi grand tourer, |
thought. Perhaps | could bring some
balance to your Fast Fleet pages by
writing about my Manta? Read about
my trips to Aldi, yearn about my jaunts
to visit relatives up north and savour
comparisons to my old and much-
missed Montego Vanden Plas. (It was
much better than the Countryman,
even though my fourth wife preferred
the MG Turbo. Yes, | had all three.)

Let me know when | can start, as
I've got a spring tour to Halfords that |
don’'t won't want you to miss.

Rick Jones

Above: Rick Jones wants to bring our Fast
Fleet down to Earth with one of these
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No more
speeding tickets.

The new performance standard in speed trap detection.
Advanced GPS speed trap detection combined with
outstanding radar and laser performance designed specifically
for the UK and Europe. Skyway will provide advanced warning
of all speed traps plus 1000’s of locations where mobile speed
traps are commonly used. With free Lifetime updates, no
subscription charges and no download fees.

Ready to go, straight out of the box.

Skyway comes preloaded with our latest speed trap database,
so will work straight out of the box, automatically looking for
speed traps as soon as you switch it on. Skyway is quick and
easy to install and can be transferred easily from vehicle to
vehicle.

360 degree licence protection.

Skyway uses the latest 360 degree detection technology.

Our Super-High sensitivity platform provides advance warning
of K-Band, X-Band, Ka-Band and Laser speed traps across
the UK and Europe.

SKYWRY

Exclusive Reader Offer

SAVE

£20

No download fees. No subscription fees.

Quote voucher code to claim your
£20 discount and FREE next day delivery.

Order online at www.aguriworld.co.uk
or telephone 0330 102 5578

aguri
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Talking Point

Pagani Huayra BC

Last month, we drove the new lighter, more powerful version
of the Huayra, the BC. We also asked if you thought it was the
purist’s answer to the LaFerrari/918/P1 hybrid hypercars.
This is what you said...

[t just looks like they’ve tried to make a
Huayra look more like a Zonda, with big
wings and a deep front splitter. The cool
thing about the Huayra to me was the
active aero, which meant it didn’t need
big wings or a deep front splitter.
Rich B

| don't seeit as the purist’s answer.

[t's simply just an alternative. A more
flashy, stylised one. I love it. I'd have one
over aP1,if not the other two.
tazsura

[t's completely failed as a purist’s
choice. The great thing about the
original was the clever active aero. Fixed
wings and additional kit just make it
another hypercar with no individual
selling point.

GraniteV8

If I was that purist | think I'd be going in
adifferent direction with a Porsche 911
by Singer or a similar restomod, maybe
an Alfaholics GTA. For all the fantastic
performance and handling, to me,
Pagani is too much about bling look-at-
me detailing. It’s not really pure inany
sense that | can think of.
DeskJockey

McLaren, Porsche and Ferrariare
institutions with heritage and racing
success. Zonda for meis in the same
stable as Koenigsegg, so | don’t think
Horacio has missed out or done too
little too late. But there is nothing pure
about a hypercar. For that, take a bow

With the active aero they had a USP but
without, it could be any company trying
to get on the supercar ladder. The only
thing left is the weird design/shapes in
the cockpit. Shame they couldn’t have
worked in the aero somehow.

CCC4U

I'm beginning to wonder if Pagani’s
magnum opus was the Zonda F.
Everything that has followed seems

to be a parody of itself. Just like the
Countach. Don’t get me wrong, the
Huayra has some amazing details, but
interms of overall aesthetics, it misses
the beat. And as for being arival to the
so-called holy trinity... no. Pagani lacks
their years of racing know-how.
27Gilles

While it is an object of beauty to some
and no doubt has some fantastic
engineering, it is no longer an object of
desire. The Zondas had an emotional
connection through the screaming
engines and visually overtly ‘sporty’
bodywork. You knew you would never
drive one, but the prose penned about
the experience ticked those emotional
boxes. The description of the Huayra
driving experience highlights for me
that missing dramatic connection.
Markcoopers

[t'sirrelevant - overstyled, and
underteched.
FatChris

[t's overstyled, underteched and

Caterham/Ariel/Lotus. totally sold out.
Maccmike Beany
Join the discussion

Keep an eye on evo.co.uk or follow us on Facebook (facebook.com/
evomagazine) to participate in our regular Talking Point debates.
The best comments will be published here each month



From the forums: community.evo.co.uk/forums revo Performance Upgrades

Thread of the Month

for Audi, Seat, Skoda, VW & Ford

Obsessed with cars

At what point did you realise you were obsessed with cars?
| got quite excited at spotting a P11 Primera estate inrare
Nordic Blue this morning...

Way longer ago than this morning! My mum reckons | used to make car
RichB noises before | learned to talk. If | ever
become a multimillionaire, I'll start a
When | started a business to buy and sell car museum dedicated to mundane
them and ended up with a warehouse motors: ‘..and over here, we have the
full of cars not really for sale. Honda Ballade and Nissan Prairie.
Bryn_P NotoriousREV
That’s like asking at what point did | From about seven. My dad used to take
realise that | love food! me to watch banger racing, stock cars,
Mito Man speedway and hill climbs. Engines at
a high rpom has stayed with me ever
Most kids had comics, | had Autocar since, and is probably why | love natural
road tests, when | was five. My first aspiration over forced induction.
word (sadly) was Sierra. I'd guess Markcoopers
it was around that time... And | like
really mundane stuff that no one There’s a photo of me as a six-month-
understands. My garage, if | had all the old baby on the edge of the driver’s seat
money and space in the world, would of my dad’s white 928 S2 holding on to
be a Daihatsu Cuore Avanzato TRXX the steering wheel with a massive grin
[pictured], a Citroén Xantia Activa, my onmy face, so I'd say pretty early!
Cooper S and a Sapphire Cosworth. GG
16vcento ; & ST
Toy cars led to radio-controlled cars, oy AUDI S1
One of my earlier memories is getting which lead toreal cars. s i STOCK (231 PS, 273 LBFT)
told off for scratching our enamel bath Marv 3 : REVO STAGE 1 (324 PS, 360 LBFT)
by racing Matchbox cars aroundit.
And encountering the RAC Rally on the When | watched Bad Boys and was like,
moors above Chatsworth. ‘That’s acool car. | WANT ONE!’
Si_ Gavin

Increase your power,
torque & grin.

Refine your car’s drive-ability and get access to
power you didn’t know it had.

¢ Revo Stage 1 Software is designed to unleash the true potential
of your engine by enhancing performance, drive-ability and
responsiveness. Contact any of our global network of Authorised
Dealers or simply visit our website for more information on what
Revo can do for you.

Thread of the Month wins a Road Angel safety
camera & blackspot alert device worth £159.99

The originator of the best evo forum
thread wins a Road Angel Gem+. The
Gem+ automatically updates its camera

database as you drive and allows users to Q o @ revotechnik.com
share the locations of ‘live’ camera vans.

™

ROAD ANGEL
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Lighter than a
same 493bhp —
Introducing the Po

by JETHRO BOVINGDON
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PORSCHE 911 R
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OOKING BACK, THE 911 R HAS BEEN
a long time coming, its specification and
philosophy crystalising over time in the
sharp minds of the Porsche Motorsport GT
cars team. As long ago as 2013 there were
hints of what was to come. The man in
charge, Andreas Preuninger, was with us
back then to run through the technology behind the then-
new 991 GT3 and he was pretty excited about it. But off
the record he spoke about how in the future the hardcore
model lines might split: ‘We still need to be competitive
with the fastest cars, to look at lap times with the GT3 and
RS models, but maybe we need another sort of car, too.
One that is purely about the driving.’

Perhaps this was just a seed of an idea, but it chimed
precisely with how we feel at evo. Preuninger continued:
‘The truth is that even the quickest customers can’t really
get everything out of these cars. You think you could run a
seven-thirty at the Ring? Maybe you can, but you wouldn’t
want to more than once! In my opinion this leaves room
for something new.’

When the Cayman GT4 was released, those comments
came floating back to me. So this is what he was talking
about, I thought. It wasn’t, although no doubt its amazing
success gave the team a huge boost in confidence. He

was talking about another 911 variant: the 911 R. That’s
some name to revive, perhaps the most evocative of all.
However, Porsche Motorsport is not an organisation to shy
away from a challenge and I suspect it doesn’t slap an ‘R’
on something not deserving of it (Cayman R included).

When I crossed paths most recently with Preuninger, in
August 2015, he was clearly doing his homework, arriving
ina997 GT2RS. T've been driving the older cars quite a bit
recently,’ he began, smiling broadly. ‘And you know what?
They’re fantastic. The feel and feedback, that manual
gearbox... We can still learn a lot from these cars.” It was
music to my ears. And although I don’t want to overhype
the 911 R, it might just be the car that represents the very
soul of the thrill of driving in 2016.

So what exactly is it? Well, in simple terms it’s a
marriage of the GT3’s shell and suspension architecture
with the GT3 RS’s 4-litre flat-six engine and a new six-
speed manual gearbox. The result is 493bhp at 8250rpm,
3391b ft at 6250rpm and a kerb weight of 1370kg — that’s
50kg lighter than the GT3 RS. Just 991 examples will be
built and the list price is £136,901. Sadly, that’s all slightly
irrelevant, as getting hold of a 911 R will be very difficult
indeed, and if your name isn’t on the list, well, you know
the rest. Even so, it’s a car to celebrate because it continues
on the path set by the Cayman GT4, references the sublime



PORSCHE 911 R

PURE PORSCHES

356 A GS CARRERA (1956)

Engine Flat-four, 1498cc Power 99bhp @ 6200rpm
Torque 88lb ft @ 5200rpm Weight 850kg
0-62mph 12.0sec Top speed 124mph Number built 447

You could argue that this is where Porsche took its first
steps towards aligning its offerings with the motorsport
activities customers were using their cars for. The 356 AGS
Carrerawas not only fitted with Ernst Fuhrmann'’s legendary
four-cam Carrera engine, but it was also the first production
Porsche to produce 100hp (not ‘bhp’).

Revealed at the 1955 Frankfurt motor show, the GS
Carrerawas identifiable by its wider wheels and tyres,
Carrera script on the front wings and an engine cover that
featured a dozen additional cooling vents. Fuhrmann’s
Carreramotor was fitted with a Hirth crankshaft and had
two overhead camshafts per bank of twin-plug cylinders. Its
designed-for-motorsport dry-sump lubrication remained.
Belng arace-bred engine meant it was at its best when

as close toits 8000rpm redline as possible.
ghout the 356's production
it more power and
ate being the 1960 133bhp
arrera GT. However, it's the original that
setthe baII r0|I|ng for Porsche’s fascination for mixing its
motorsport experience with its road car success.

909 BERGSPYDER (1968)
Engine Flat-eight, 2000cc Power 271bhp @ 6200rpm
Torque n/a Weight 429kg 0-62mph <2.0sec

997 GT cars and the great lightweight icons of the (The 911 R iS Top speed 120mph Number built 2

past, and reinforces the link between hardcore driving

enthusiasts and Porsche. It might also serve to remind :

other manufacturers that there’s a hungry audience out a marrlage
there for cars that place greater importance on fun and Of the GT3’S
involvement than acceleration figures and lap times.

That’s not to say that the 911 R is slow or ‘retro’. The Shell and
technology remains, in the form of PASM dampers, a .
throttle-blip on downshifts (switchable), rear-wheel suspen,SI_On
steering, and sophisticated stability control and ABS.

Strictly speaking, the two Bergspyders built by Porsche
in1968 aren’t road cars. However, their sole purpose was
to compete in the European Hill Climb Championship, of

Porsche claims 0-62mph in 3.8sec and a top speed Wlth the GT3 which some rounds took place on public roads, hence their
of 200mph - the latter said to be ‘very conservative’. ) . (tenuous) inclusion here. '
Interestingly, though, there’s no mention of a Niirburgring RS S 4'lltre To this day, youhave tolook very hard to find a car that

1 . .. ... utilises such exotic materials. A regulation change in 1966
ap time. Officially, Porsche states this is irrelevant for . scrapped minimum weight rules and from that point on
the 911 R, but will quietly admit it’s still pretty close to a ﬂat_s X Porsche became obsessed withits scales. The bodies fitted
GT3 RS, helped in no small part by the slippery, narrower over the aluminium spaceframe chassis were made from
body and smaller retractable rear wing that help the R hit single-ply glassfibre and only strengthened where cracking

. . i . . was possible. There was a single coat of white paint.
massive speeds down the Dottinger Hohe straight. It still Porsche decreed that no weight-saving measure could

runs Michelin Pilot Sport Cup 2 tyres but in GT3 sizes - cost more than $110 per kilo saved. This was fine for the
245-section at the front and 305-section at the rear — and Above: this is only titanium wheel spindles and the four-gallon fuel tank, but
also features a mechanically locking differential. the second 911to not for the beryllium brake discs that cost $1000 each

Paring back the weight of the GT3 is no easy task, but carry the ‘R” moniker; (saving14kg). The calipers were made from titanium. as

. , . > the rare 1967 original were the steering arms and the coil springs; the wheels were

the new six-speed 'box, as well as being central to the R’s had a glassfibre and magnesium. Even the oil coolers were moved so the supply
philosophy, was crucial to its diet. It uses the same casing aluminium body and lines could be shorter and lighter. When the engineers had
as the PDK transmission and seven-speed manual seen in made 207bhp finished, the 909 Bergsypder weighed just 429kg.
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PURE PORSCHES

911R (1967)

Engine Flat-six, 1991cc Power 207bhp @ 8000rpm
Torque152lb ft @ 6200rpm Weight 800kg
0-62mphn/a Top speed 152mph Number built 4

Looking for a car that is the epitome of ‘less is more’?
Look no further than this. Conceived in Ferdinand Piéch’s
experimental department, the R was considered a
prototype for a potential future ultra-lightweight 911 that
would compete bothinrallyingand GT racing.

Retaining the 911's mainframe and inner sheet metal (but
with thinner-gauge steel), the body panels looked stock but
were produced from a mix of aluminium and glassfibre. The
side and rear windows were 2mm-thick plexiglass; the front
screenwas glass but just 4mm thick. The brake discs were
ventilated and the front calipers had anincreased pad area.
The rear quarter-panels were broader than those of a 9MT in
order to fit wider wheels and tyres to allow the engine from
the Carrera 906 race car to be used to its full potential.

The Rfirst raced in the 330-mile endurance race at
Mugello, finishing third, but its greatest success came in the
Marathon de la Route - an 84-hour endurance race at the
Nurburgring — where it finished first, 12 laps ahead of the
next finisher. Later that year, at Monza, a 911R ran virtually
flat-out for six days, breaking 11time and distance records
and posting five world records for a 2-litre-engined car.

964 CARRERA 4 LEICHTBAU (1992)

Engine Flat-six, 3600cc Power 265bhp @ 6100rpm
Torque 240lb ft @ 4800rpm 0-62mph 5.0sec
Top speed 130mph Weight 1090kg Number built 20

) .:/.;E—? A N\
= ‘ J = = ('" =

Following Porsche’s exit from F1in 1991, the Motorsport
department’s head of customer racing, Jirgen Barth,
assigned to his team the Carrera 4 ‘Leichtbau’.

As factory specials go, this most unexpected 911is up
there with the very best. With the help of some leftover
parts from the Paris-Dakar 953 project, the team took a
964 Carrera RS and set about shedding some kilos. Lighter
aluminium doors were fitted, so too a glassfibre engine
lid from the SC Rally Raid car. Plexiglass was fitted almost
everywhere. The interior was barren (no carpets, just
bucket seats and a cut-away dash) and featured a hand-
made roll-cage. The chassis and brakes were something
else. The suspension was both stiffer and lower than
that of the 964 Cup car and the brakes allowed for bias
adjustment. The wheels were magnesium.

The engine was a 3.6-litre RS unit with power up to
265bhp. A shortened-ratio five-speed manual gearbox
was connected to amanually adjustable four-wheel-drive
system (torque bias could be adjusted). When Barth and
his team had finished, the Leichtbaus weighed just 1090kg
each-130kgless thana CarreraRS.
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‘“To hear of
one treated
purely as an
investment
would be
criminal’

the Carrera and Carrera S, but features just six bespoke
ratios. It’s around 20kg lighter than the PDK unit. The R
also benefits from a carbonfibre bonnet and front wings
and a magnesium roof. There are no rear seats, and the
rear and rear side windows are plastic. The dashboard
and door cards aren’t trimmed in leather, but the delicious
918-style seats are a mixture of leather and classic cloth
that calls tomind 911s of old. The R also comes as standard
with carbon-ceramic brakes measuring 410mm on the
front axle and 390mm at the rear. The exhaust system is
titanium. Of course it is. And don’t expect air conditioning
or a stereo as standard equipment. You can reinstate
theses niceties and fit a 30mm front lifting system, too.

At this stage you want a 911 R. We all do, right? That
engine, the purity of the unadorned shape, that ’box.
Titanium, magnesium, carbonfibre. Meet the team
behind the R and you’ll want one even more, simply
because they understand. They get the little things,
they talk about steering feel in terms only people who
have the incurable illness we all share could possibly
comprehend. So this is the 911 R in Andreas Preuninger’s
own words. Absorb them all and then pray that the lucky
991 owners of the new 911 R will actually enjoy driving
these cars. To hear of one treated purely as an investment
would be criminal...



‘THERE ARE SO MANY PROJECTS WE’VE
wanted to do for a long time, but this definitely qualifies as
one right at the top of the list: a new breed of the Porsche
GT car, a true, authentic drivers’ car. It’s not a race car, not
the track tool that we normally offer — although it has the
same technology as those cars — but it’s more like a purists’
car, a car to drive and have fun with on the road.

‘We’ve addressed two types of customer with our GT
cars in the past, the 996 and 997 models: the “purists” and
the “track rats”. It’s important to win races and have the
best track-capable but street-legal car, which we still have.
But look beyond that and a certain niche opens out. The
911 R is the car we’ve built for the purists.

‘It’s definitely a main characteristic of the car that it’s
only available with a six-speed manual gearbox. This is a
call from the customer group who liked their 996 and 997
cars and wanted to keep their involvement by changing
the cogs themselves, which I can fully understand on
the street when you want to have fun. It doesn’t make so
much sense when you’re looking for the best and most
capable track car, so it’s a different ethos. We developed
this gearbox especially for the 911 R and it’s coupled to
the 4-litre GT3 RS engine, which was not expected. We’re
proud to be able to present the most powerful atmospheric
engine in our range in the R.

‘The engine’s response contributes a lot to the driving
experience out on the road, in addition to the very
nimble feeling of the car — this lightweight characteristic.
Everything is carbonfibre, magnesium... The car weighs
1250kg dry or 1370kg with all fluids and a full tank. You
feel that lightness as soon as you leave the parking spot.
This car is so light and so responsive it makes you grin all
the time. It’s a really great entertainer.

‘The manual gearbox is lighter than a dual-clutch ’box,
giving the 911 R car a 20kg advantage. Or even more if it
has the optional single-mass flywheel, so maybe 22kg. If
you compare with a GT3, the fender might look the same
but it’s carbonfibre. It’s not the RS version, it’s new. We've
also got magnesium for the roof; we even found another
4.5kg of sound insulation that we took away from the RS.
That’s a good thing for the visceral driving sensation, not
so good for going 2000 kilometres in one go. But that’s not
the point of the car. It has the PCCB brakes as standard,
you can have it without AC and radio, it has a titanium
exhaust... It’s all those little things that made this car
lighter than a GT3.

‘Isn’t it nice without the wing? It’s very modest looking. I
didn’t want any spoilers on the car, not even a gurney flap
on the back end. So that called for additional measures to
keep the car in balance at high speeds, because we want

Above: bodyshell
isinherited from
the GT3, but the RS
magnesium roof

is fitted, while the
bonnet and front
wings are carbon
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PURE PORSCHES

968 TURBO S (1993)

Engine In-line 4-cyl, 2990cc, turbo Power 301bhp @
5400rpm Torque 3691b ft @ 3000rpm Weight 1300kg
0-62mph 5.0sec Top speed 174mph Number built 17

Surprised to see a 968 amongst our famous five? Don't be.
This lightweight homologation special has aright to be here.

Theidea of a turbocharged 968 first appeared on
Porsche’s ‘to do’ list in 1990, then againin '92 when a 2-litre
turbo was mooted to satisfy Italian tax rules. It wasn't for
another year, when the ADAC's GT Cup race series was
announced and Porsche saw an opportunity to build anew
968 customer race car, that they enacted the proposal.

The 944's single-cam cylinder head was dusted down
and adapted to fit the 968's 3-litre block. A single water-
cooled KKK turbo helped yield 301bhp (up 64bhp on the
Club Sport) and 3691b ft. The transaxle also received higher
fifth and sixth gears, a stronger clutch and a limited-slip diff.

Visually the Turbo Slooked like a Club Sport on steroids.
There were NACA ductsin the bonnet, a deeper front
spoiler, wider side sills and an adjustable rear wing. The idea
was for Porsche to build between 50 and 100 road cars, with
amore powerful (345bhp) 968 Turbo RS for competition
use. Inthe endjust 17 Turbo Ss were built.
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Porsche 911R

Engine Flat-six, 3996¢cc
Power 493bhp @ 8250rpm
Torque 339Ib ft @ 6250rpm

Weight 1370kg
Power-to-weight 366bhp/ton
0-62mph 3.8sec (claimed)
Top speed 200mph (claimed)
Basic price £136,901




Left, clockwise
fromtop: cabin has
beendiligently pared

back - note the lack

of infotainment and
steering-wheel buttons;
six-speed manual is

the sole transmission
option, although there
is an auto-blip function;
carbon-shelled buckets
are borrowed from the
918 Spyder

to make a safe lane-change at 320kph [around 200mph].
So we fitted a neat diffuser underneath the car to take the
downforce we needed from the underbody. The long vanes
underneath the engine really contribute a lot. So the 911 R
is always neutral at the front end with a slight amount of
downforce at the back. The balance is exactly as a Porsche
GT car should be, which I'm very happy about.

‘I read on forums and in magazines that we might
have narrower tyres, but why should we make the car
less competent? The contact patch is actually way less
than with an RS because it’s on the smaller, 20-inch GT3
wheels, but we’ve kept the ultra-high-performance tyres
as we think they’re just brilliant and they play a vital role
with the GT3 suspension. All the chassis parts are GT3-
derived. It’ll slide pretty easily, it’s a good drift car, but I
don’t want to encourage that on the open road... Let’s just
say it’s a very entertaining drive and there was no need to
make the tyre narrower. It’s exactly the way it should be.

‘The damper calibration is different from the GT3. It’s
more for street use, but we have PASM nevertheless. In
Sport it will stiffen up for the occasional drift challenge
or whatever. Yes, we kept the rear-wheel steering, which
is kind of a contradiction. The idea was to get rid of it —
it’s five-point-something kilos and we want it pure, pure,
pure. But we know it does a lot for agility, which is a bonus
for the driver because agility is fun. We didn’t want to take
fun out of the car... so the logical thing was to try both.
And I can tell you that the car felt like a truck without it!

‘We wanted to make the car even more agile than a GT3,
and itis. Infactit’sin aleague with the GT4, a mid-engined

car. How come? It’s the same rear-steer hardware used on
the GT3 but a completely different calibration. It doesn’t
turn more, it’s still 1.5 degrees in each direction, but the
response curve is different. The car is a lot more agile. The
system was new [on the GT3] and now we’ve been using it
for quite some time we’ve had new ideas to get even more
performance from it. The car feels very small from behind
the wheel, as it should with so little weight.

‘When we created the R we thought, “What’s important
toPorscheinasports car?” It’s not so much the horsepower,
because there’s alimit to additional horsepower increasing
driving enjoyment. I think 500hp is more than enough.
What counts is feedback — the absolutely clear information
that you get through your hands, your back and your ears.
The car has to be honest in its actions. The instantaneous
bite of the engine, the direct feeling that the steering
offers — this is what makes a sports car. These were the
targets. I'm sure if you guys get this car for eCoty this year
up in the Highlands... you won’t want to get out.

‘The steering was recalibrated to get the utmost
information from the front axle. You always have to feel
exactly what’s going on with the forces in the steering rod.
We're learning and learning [with EPAS]. The GT4 system
was brilliant but this is the best yet and it goes with the
recalibration of the rear steering. It’s R-specific and with
a clear focus on agility. This car is a little bit rock and roll.
It’s fun, it’s raw, you never get tired of it and it feels even
more like the pure essence of 911. I think it’s the most
emotional 911 we’ve done for decades. For me it’s almost a
spiritual experience driving the car.’ B
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by STUART GALLAGHER
PHOTOGRAPHY by ASTON PARROTT & DEAN SMITH

v THE
BEST OF
THE BEST

We've raved about the Cayman GT4 in these pages,
and we’re not the only ones to have fallen head-over-
heels for Porsche’s mid-engined marvel. But can it
really be that good? Here’s where we find out

JUST HOW GOOD IS PORSCHE’S CAYMAN GT4? IT IS,
after all, the current evo Car of the Year, was runner-up in Track Car of
the Year, still commands a 40 per cent premium over its list price and is
the car that tops the ‘one car, for one year’ list of pretty much everyone in
the evo office. But what makes it so special? Why can’t we get enough of
it? How is it so damn good?

To answer these questions we need to know exactly what makes it the
almost perfect performance car. And to do that we need to measure it
against the benchmarks, the cars we consider to be the pinnacle in the
key areas that separate the very best from the merely good.

So, first up is the Exige Sport 350. Lotus is the originator of driving
purity and the master of distilling its craft into the clearest form. How
close does a GT4 get to being a pure sports car?

Next, can a derivative of a series production car turn heads and
deliver that spine-tingling anticipation reserved for genuine exotica? In
other words, parked next to a V10-engined wedge of Italy’s finest, does a
tracksuit-wearing German have the same wow factor?

How quick is it, really? Is there a performance trade-off for any of the
above? Ferrari’s 458 and its electrifying naturally aspirated V8 will give
the GT4’s flat-six its toughest workout on track.

Just how practical is it? Is the GT4 as good at the station run as it is on
a trackday? Being the one performance car for every journey pitches it
into a talented pool, including BMW’s new M4 Competition Package —
one of the best track-on-Sunday, commute-on-Monday cars.

Finally, just how Porsche is the GT4? It’s had Porsche Motorsport magic
injected into its DNA, but despite its brilliance there remains a nagging
doubt: is it really as good as a GT3?

Over the coming pages we’ll try to answer these questions and maybe
a few more. Porsche Cayman GT4, do your best.

GT4 v LOTUS EXIGE SPORT 350

HOW
PURE IS IT?

@ GT4 v LAMBORGHINI GALLARDO

HOW
EXOTICIS IT?

@ GT4 v FERRARI 458

HOW
FASTIS IT?

@ GT4 v BMW M4 COMPETITION

HOW
PRACTICALIS IT?

@ GT4 v 996.2 GT3

HOW
PORSCHE IS IT?
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HOW
PURE
IS IT?

GT4 v LOTUS
EXIGE SPORT 350

by NICK TROTT
PHOTOGRAPHY by ASTON PARROTT

THIS IS A TOUGH TEST - AND NOT
your traditional test. Sure, it’s Britain
versus Germany, and both cars have six
cylinders, rear-wheel drive, two seats,
a manual gearbox and a mid-mounted
motor, but it’s how each expresses the
thrill of driving in its purest form that
we’re studying here.

Lotuswadesinwith an acknowledgment
that the Exige S — the car the Sport 350
replaces — was not as honed, not as light,
and not as focused as it could’ve been. And
this a car that was joint-top in eCoty 2012,
remember. So has the best Exige, and one
of the best Lotus’s of recent times, just got
better? To find out, we’re pitting it against
the current eCoty champ - the Cayman
GT4 - a car of mesmerising purity.

The GT4 is a phenomenon. The hottest
sports car of the moment. A car that is
commanding a 40 per cent premium
already, and a car that triumphed over the
991 GT3 RS, McLaren 675LT, Lamborghini
Aventador SV and Ferrari 488 GTB in that
eCoty 2015 test. If it was human, it would
be puffed up and fearless.

At 1125kg, the Sport 350 is 51kg lighter
thantheExige S, 2.5 seconds faster around
its Hethel test track and strikes 170mph.
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If it was human, it would be toned, trim
and confident. The GT4 weighs 1340kg —
215kg more than the Lotus — and tops out
at 183mph. The Lotus sprints to 62mph in
3.9 seconds, the GT4 in 4.4. But numbers
are irrelevant here because these cars
covet the drive above the data, and the
sensations above the statistics.

You fall clumsily into the Exige; the
wide sill needs vaulting and men of a
certain age will need to be wary of the
turn/twist/slipped disc. You instantly
notice the fabulous optional tartan trim,

6

THE CAYMAN
IS LIGHT FOR
A MODERN
SPORTS CAR
BUT IT'S NOT
LOTUS-LIGHT

®



and the new exposed gearshift mechanism.
You sit almost shoulder-to-shoulder with your
passenger, faced with a tiny steering wheel
and basic dials. The view forward sets your
pulse racing, the two deltoid fenders spreading
out like falcon wings.

But your first impressions are dominated by
contradictions. The car feels light (the door
weighs nothing) but the steering is heavy at
low speeds. You fit snugly width-wise but the
seat is positioned too high, so you try (and fail)
towriggle lower. Finally, the engine starts with
the de rigueur (but unnecessary) flare of revs,

but when you tentatively blip the throttle to
measure response the engine feels lazy.

The Cayman, on the other hand, feels
right, just right, straightaway. You find a
perfect driving position immediately, you
feel cocooned by solid-feeling materials
and controls, and you marvel at the simple
perfection of the pedal weights and springing.
It’s a car you feel you can very quickly drive
hard, but also a car that makes you wonder if it
will reveal all its talents too soon.

OK, we've pitched this as alightweightbattle,
but while the Cayman is light for a modern

sports car, it’s not Lotus-light. And as we know,
lightness and purity are dynamic bedfellows.
However, in isolation the Cayman doesn’t feel
heavy. Despite overly long gearing, it leaps off
the line and punches hard. Likewise, your first
rotation of the (power) steering is immediate
with feel and response. And when you use the
brakes — optional carbon ceramics on our test
car — they haul with startling power.

As you load it harder into a corner, the GT4
spreads the forces evenly across its axis. It
neither understeers nor oversteers — it just
steers to the point of a gentle four-wheel drift
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that signals its arrival with a gentle relaxing of
steering weight, a mild hushing from the tyres
and a joyous sense of gliding. And it’s during
this moment that the GT4 blows your socks off,
because it can operate within this bandwidth
seemingly all day long, and with just the tiniest
of orchestrations from the driver. It will dance
to your tune up to, on, and beyond the limit
of adhesion and this, ladies and gentleman, is
the glowing neon that signposts every great
performance car.

Good luck Hethel.

Once you've acclimatised — to the low-speed
steering weight, to the increased noise, to the
seemingly dull throttle response, and to the seat
height — you start to find greatness in the Exige.
That unique, only-Lotus type of greatness.

Punching the Sport button (and never driving
the car in ‘normal’ mode again) is what pushes
the door ajar to the Exige’s greatness. Throttle
response improves, which means your right
foot talks to the engine in a much clearer and
more confidence-inspiring manner, and that
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dull response all but disappears. There’s still a
mild lag when you blip for a heel-and-toe shift,
but when you bury your right foot the Exige
rips forward with a vivid but linear force that
the GT4 can’t match. Power to weight is the key
here — the Lotus achieves 312bhp/ton and the
Cayman 288. The Sport 350 is supercar-quick.

The revised gearshift mechanism is a treat.
The throws are short and precise, and the
slackness that haunted the old shift has gone.
Indeed, you tend to overwork the shifter, just
to enjoy the action. This is entirely unnecessary
because the Exige has enough torque — 295Ib ft
—to feel fast in all six ratios and pretty much any
throttle opening.

Find a set of corners and the Exige truly
comes alive. You feel the unassisted steering
tense as the forces grow, and you may feel a
temptation to grip the wheel harder. But like
riding a motorcycle, your tension will only
transfer to the vehicle. Despite its extra bulk,
the GT4 feels like it has the same outright grip
as the Lotus, but in the interchangeably damp

Left: GT4 can't live with
the supercar-fast Lotus
for outright pace, but it
indulges its driver at any
speed and in any scenario

and dry conditions during our test, the Exige
yields to understeer sooner than the GT4.

Unlike the GT4, the Lotus asks you to rethink
your approach to driving. The Cayman can be
bullied, and will mask poor driving, but the
Exige will punish clumsiness by exaggerating
every uncoordinated input. In other words, the
Lotus simply can’t be arsed if you yourself can’t.

But when you get it right, when you tap
into those rich messages that seep into your
fingertips, feet and backside, the Exige is pure
joy. Yes, it’s flawed; the build quality is worse
than the Porsche’s, visibility is poor, the ride is
harder than you'd expect and the pause in the
throttle response occasionally frustrating. But
despite the total genius of the GT4, the Sport
350 is more of a sports car more of the time.

So these are two exceptional cars, and the
Exige Sport 350 is the toughest like-for-like
rival the GT4 will ever face. We will revisit
this test in summer, and explore their genius
further, but for now, as pure as the GT4 is for a
Porsche, it’s not Lotus-pure. B



PORSCHE CAYMAN GT4

LOTUS EXIGE SPORT 350

Engine Flat-six, 3800cc Power 380bhp @ 7400rpm
Torque 310Ib ft @ 4750-6000rpm Weight 1340kg
Power-to-weight 288bhp/ton 0-62mph 4.4sec (claimed)
Top speed 183mph (claimed) Basic Price £64,451

Engine V6, 3456cc, supercharged Power 345bhp @
7000rpm Torque 295Ib ft @ 4500rpm Weight 1125kg
Power-to-weight 312bhp/ton 0-62mph 3.9sec (claimed)
Top speed 170mph (claimed) Basic Price £55,900
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GT4 v LAMBORGHINI
GALLARDO LP550-2

by DAN PROSSER
PHOTOGRAPHY by ASTON PARROTT
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GT4 v THE BEST OF THE BEST

UNLESS YOU WERE ONE OF THE LUCKY
few, the Cayman GT4’s £64,451 list price means
precisely nothing. In the current market, it’s a six-

figure purchase, which breaches a very definite
psychological threshold. If you were going to
drop more than £100,000 on a performance car,
yowd want a true slice of exotica, wouldn’t you?
With London’s financial district twinkling in
the background, the Porsche really doesn’t give
too much away to the Gallardo LP550-2, which
is just about as much modern-era exotica as
six figures will afford. The GT4’s towering rear
wing, bulging air intakes and road-scraping
front splitter give it enough visual presence to
hold its own with the bright orange Lambo.

m Parity is short-lived, though. Lower yourself
. into the Gallardo and you instantly get a sense

=i g . of it being something special: the huge expanse
L: :'-Il;llii . BARCLAYS of dashboard real estate before you, the limited
s o BN 3 visibility all round, the sense of the weight of the
ntasli ., a3l = ?ﬁ PR RREN AT TREe car being behind your shoulders. By comparison
1 T, LIS di e £ oo IREESH Dol PARRER TR 0T

the GT4 feels like a derivative of a fairly
mainstream sports car, which, of course, it is.
The Gallardo has the Cayman licked for low-
speed theatre, too. You manoeuvre with care,
anxious not to scuff a rim or clip a post with a
e distant corner of the car. It’s all classic supercar
i Mg ﬁ@.m P 4;,"' fare and it induces so many more involuntary,
N S s AT gleeful grins than the Porsche can muster.
O SN W T T ey The Gallardo claims one more victory. A
o) BT e L }-—l naturally aspirated 3.8-litre flax-six is by most
S "!_'“' measures a very evocative engine, but back-
to-back with the Gallardo’s earth-shattering
8500rpm V10 it feels almost run-of-the-mill.
The Cayman begins to claw back ground on
the open road. If we agree that ‘exotic’ simply
means out of the ordinary, the GT4’s driving

S T S My,
Mﬂﬁﬁﬂii’ﬁn R

| ST YO o e %

d I " i BT PR T S W ] experience is one of the most exotic of any car on

d i W I T TR sale in the last five years. It’s that almost magical

Tl m_- W= | blend of immediacy, body control, pliancy over
LT i ! = 8ia “N'lmh'“n ) Pl -#ﬂ-im L3 L bumps and perfect balance. It finds its way down

LT ; U“"-ﬂl—ﬁﬁ LTI B b = BECL CPPE . B I a tricky road with a quality and lightness of
; o W IO A ST ) i touch that the Gallardo can’t hope to replicate.
== ' : The Cayman’s Michelin Cup 2 tyres are also
authentically supercar. When cold they feel
rock-solid, the front axle scudding across the
road surface. So the Cayman GT4 requires care
and thought, at least until they’ve warmed
through, and that’s as clear an indicator of an
exotic car as any you care to mention.
Ultimately, the Gallardo only feels more special
in the superficial terms that have never really
mattered to this magazine. We are, naturally,
much more concerned with the quality of
the driving experience and in that regard the
Cayman GT4 distinguishes itself, even in the
company of a thoroughbred Italian supercar.

With thanks to Lamborghini specialist Vas
Vehicle Solutions (vvsuk.co.uk) for the loan of the
Gallardo, which is currently for sale.
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HOW
FAST IS IT?

GT4 v FERRARI 458

by JETHRO BOVINGDON
PHOTOGRAPHY by DEAN SMITH

THE CAYMAN GT4 FINDS ITSELF ON
familiar territory as it faces the challenge of a
Ferrari 458. Here at Blyton Park in our recent
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be completely clear, it’s also wearing different
tyres on the front and rear axles.

The 458 immediately leaps ahead of the
GT4 down the short start/finish straight and
into the first tight chicane. It’s 0.3sec ahead
but the GT4 pegs it by carrying more speed on
its Cup 2 tyres and riding the kerb with more
composure. The 458’s tyre imbalance reveals
itself on the long left-hander that leads onto
the back straight with marked understeer that
means you just have to wait and wait to get on
the power. It’s a couple of tenths behind now.
A little lift as you flick left after the preceding
chiane cures it, but instead there’s a big

~ demanding you hustle it and work the ’box

Port Froid but the GT4 just murders it for high-
speed grip and balance — the minimum speed
is 93.7mph to the Ferrari’s 85.8mph. The final
section is a heavy braking zone and then two
tight, technical corners and the GT4’s superior
grip and traction put it out of sight, the final
lap times being 1:03.63 versus 1:04.67.

The GT4 wins, then. And by some margin.
However, with new and matching tyres and
with the OE carbon-ceramic brakes, I'd expect
the 458 to be at least as fast. Which is more
fun? Well, the 458’s engine is a class apart and
its chassis is easier to hold onto and balance
when it cuts loose, but the GT4 is so involving,

incredibly hard. It’s a tough call,




HOW
PRACTICAL
IS IT?

GT4 v BMW M4
COMPETITION PACKAGE

by DAN PROSSER
PHOTOGRAPHY by ASTON PARROTT

GIVEN THAT THE CAYMAN GT4
has an engine where in the M4 Competition
Package you’ll find a useful pair of rear seats,
it’d be somewhat unreasonable of me to argue
that the Porsche is as practical as the BMW. Its
aggressive Cup 2 tyres do require caution in the
wet, too, and you can’t specify the Porsche with
an automatic gearbox, but those are the only
areas in which the GT4 loses out to the M4 as
an everyday car.

The days of Porsche Motorsport machines
being uncompromisingly raw are more or less
behind us. The current range of GT models can
all be specced with climate control and satellite
navigation, after all, and, with the loose-limbed

ride quality that’s common throughout the
stable, they aren’t terribly uncomfortable in
day-to-day use either.

The £3000 Competition Package upgrade
was always a part of the M3/M4 product plan,
but its arrival just two years after the launch
of the mainstream models might well have
been hastened by press and owner criticism
of the slightly wayward early cars. With their
downsized turbo engines and electrically
assisted steering systems, the fifth-generation
models departed from three decades of M3
tradition in a couple of very significant ways,
but to my mind the real issue was a lack of
control at the rear axle. The incredibly forceful
torque delivery caused the driven wheels no
end of trouble, even in the dry, and the back
end of the car was so loosely controlled over
crests and bumps that you genuinely feared it
might pogo you into a ditch.

The Competition Package cars have more
power — up to 444bhp from 425bhp — but the
M differential has been tweaked in a bid to

BMW M4 COMPETITION PACKAGE

Engine In-line 6-cyl, 2979cc, twin-turbo Power 444bhp @
7000rpm Torque 406lb ft @ 1850-5500rpm Weight 1515kg
Power-to-weight 298bhp/ton 0-62mph 4.2sec (claimed)
Top speed 155mph (limited) Basic price £60,005

GT4 v THE BEST OF THE BEST

6

THE CAYMAN IS
NO LESS TIRING
OVER A LONG
JOURNEY THAN
THE BMW

9

improve traction. Even more significantly, they
also receive new springs, dampers and anti-roll
bars, which between them have gone a long
way to bringing some much-needed control
to the rear end of the car (see evo.co.uk for a
detailed M4 Competition Package review).

The extra spring rate has made the upgraded
model a little less pliant than the standard
versions and road noise has gone up a notch,
too. It all means the Cayman GT4 is actually no
less tiring over a long journey than the BMW
and no more of a hassle around town, either.

The M4 does offer 445 litres of boot space
to the Cayman’s 425 litres, however, so I must
concede that bottled water salesmen and drug
smugglers would be better served by the BMW.
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ARGUABLY THE REAL LITMUS TEST OF stiffer rear anti-roll bars to make the car work a

the GT4 is not comparing it with obvious or bit better on Jack’s preferred choice of trackday
perceived challengersm rubber (Pilot Cups or Pirelli Trofeo Rs), but the
going head-to-head wil . dampers are rebuilt factory-fit, the brake discs
And a modern classic one at that, for there’s no a alipers, engme and exhaust are all OE,

ave just been shod
n Pilot Sport 2s. It’s

the two cars in close company and, as
= compactness of the older car that
ocks. The GT3’s low nose, slim hips, modest

paper performance

i wheels and tyres make the GT4 look bulky,

b titles, the comparison even though, having just stepped out of it, I

is as compe hard to call. _kﬁovwn’t feel it from behind
the wheel. Ironic ’s the newer car that’s

The ﬁrsﬂ'rallenge is finding a GT3 fresh
h to make the comparison representative.
ard evo reader Jack Wood, whose
p-top mechanical

lighter (by 40kg), though the GT3 is hardly

chubby at 1380kg. -

Steppmg back into a Gen 2 996 GT3 is a

fast Porsches in

n particular

ustodianship of
car.

°
THEIR

ON-PAPER
PERFORMANCE
IS SPOOKILY
SIMILAR
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GT4 v THE BEST OF THE BEST

Noinfotainment screen, no PASM suspension or
PSM safety net. Just a steering wheel, gearstick,
three pedals and lots of textured black plastic.
Clearly, back in 2003, GT3s were primarily
built for driving, not conducting business
or conversation. The GT4 has the purity of a
manual gearbox, but is also connected to the
modern world. The GT3’s austerity makes it
more of an occasion, but largely because cars
—even Motorsport Porsches — simply aren’t like
this any more.

I've not felt nervous in a road car for a long
time, but the GT3 gives me the jitters. Though
we try and fight it, modern cars leave us
increasingly conditioned to having stability
and traction control systems to rely on as a
default. Believe me, when the roads are fringed
with frost, dusted in road salt and criss-crossed

with slushy meltwater, an old GT3 makes you
feel somewhat exposed, at least until you begin
to get to grips with it.

You have to coax or cajole the GT3. Nothing
less, nothing more. Pussyfoot and the front
end feels a bit vague and huffy, not changing
direction with the immediacy or positivity of
the GT4. Attempt to carry speed without the
required conviction and the nose can still scuff
wide of your chosen line, undermining your
confidence. This is the GT3’s test of faith, for
if you commit to hustling through the corners
it finds more grip, which generates more
suspension loading, which in turn allows you
to nudge your way towards exploiting the
pendulum effect of the engine in the tail. Only
then will you get a tune from it.

By comparison the GT4 is an open book from

6
IN THE
GT4 THE
GRATIFICATION
IS INSTANT
RATHER THAN
HARD-WON

9




Left: GT4 has the
stronger mid-range; GT3
only really comes alive
above 5500rpm. Right:
no question whichis the
biggest challenge; GT3
can be quite scary until
you learn to work with it

the moment you get going. Its responses are
brighter and sharper, its steering more direct,
if less organic in feel. It does what you ask
without question or hesitation, so you work it
harder, sooner. It’s still a deeply satisfying car,
but it helps you in situations where the GT3 asks
questions, so the gratification is instant rather
than hard-won.

The GT3’s Motorsport 3.6-litre Mezger
engine is a special thing. Gritty and coarse
at low revs and low speed, you feel and hear
it (and the tight limited-slip diff) rattle and
chunter, almost as if the car is gnashing its teeth
with impatience. Where the GT4’s 3.8-litre
engine has a broad spread of performance, the
GT3’s is an unashamed rev-fiend. Below 5000
you almost wonder what the fuss is about, then
as the orange sliver of tacho needle sweeps
beyond 5500 it really brings the heat, zinging
and howling with increasing intensity all
the way to 8k. It’s a defining part of the GT3
experience and the single biggest contributor
to the difference in character between the two.

The GT4’s gearshift is better, but, as few are
sweeter, there’s no shame in that. Likewise
its monster carbon brakes are considerably
stronger. It doesn’t sniff around so much over
bumps under braking, either, so you’re not busy
making the constant small corrections and
adjustments demanded by the GT3.

Busy is a good word to describe the whole
GT3 experience, actually. From the noise,

which is less filtered and more industrial, to
the ride, which is fidgety and prone to nodding
its head over awkwardly spaced bumps, to the
rapidity and variety of steering inputs you need
to make when you really get it dancing. There’s
more to do more of the time, which is where the
fun is, but also where the opportunities lie for
the GT4 to steal advantages.

That much is never clearer than when you
watch one car from the driving seat of the other.
The GT3 is constantly shimmying and see-
sawing front to rear with bumps in the road.
The GT4 isn’t impervious to the bumps, but it’s
more compliant and balanced, flattening some
of the frequencies that get the 911 bucking and
broncing. Chasing each in turn is a fascinating
and brilliantly accurate depiction of how they
feel from behind the wheel.

Having switched from one to the other,
then back again, I park somewhere quiet and
consider the near-heretical notion that the
GT4 may have kicked the GT3 into touch. It’s
certainly the more capable and accomplished
machine — as you'd expect from a younger
car — but it’s also genuinely exciting and a real
occasion to drive on these roads. The way it
works so well, yet keeps you so intimately in the
loop is its true genius.

And yet. Brilliant though it is, it doesn’t
have the GT3’s quirks. There’s less to get to
know and fewer challenges. It doesn’t have
the GT3’s hardcore reputation or consequently

its ability to give you the willies in tricky
conditions. Whether you see this as a plus or
negative depends on how badly you have the
Porsche virus. And, famously, the Cayman
doesn’t have a Motorsport engine, though I'm
not sure the difference between them is quite
the deal-breaker legend or internet forums
might suggest.

Which is best? Answering that is like
choosing between a cold pint of beer on a hot
summer’s day and a single malt sat next to an
open fire. Both hit the spot in very different
ways: the beer slakes your thirst, the malt
demands you pay it the respect of savouring
each sip if you're to truly appreciate its qualities.
If you need less cryptic proof that not only is
the Cayman a true and great GT Porsche, but
a new, complimentary spin on the Motorsport
9171’s well-established recipe, our generous GT3
owner Jack has recently gone half-shares on a
GT4 with a mate. A mate who also happens to
own a 996 GT3. If they can’t choose between
the two, who are we to argue?

With thanks to Jack Wood for the generous loan
of his wonderful 996 GT3.

PORSCHE 911 GT3 (996.2)

Engine Flat-6-cyl, 3600cc Power 375bhp @ 7400rpm
Torque 284Ib ft @ 5000rpm Weight 1380kg Power-
to-weight 272bhp/ton 0-60mph 4.5sec (claimed)
Top speed 190mph (claimed) Value today £60,000
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JUST HOW GOOD IS PORSCHE’S
Cayman GT4? That’s the question we set out
to answer. As it methodically picked off some
tremendously stiff opposition on our 2015 evo
Car of the Year test — McLaren 675LT, Ferrari
488 GTB and Porsche 911 GT3 RS included - it
dawned on us that the GT4 might just be the most
talented performance car of the last few years.

That’s why we wanted to know just how close
it could get to matching a number of benchmark
cars in a series of varied twin tests; a number of
duels that would tell us exactly how fast, fun,
desirable and useable it really is. We didn’t
expect it to beat each and every one of the rivals
we lined up for it, but nor did we expect it to get
quite so close to matching those rivals across
the five disciplines.

080 www.evo.co.uk

The GT4 proved itself to be more dynamically
capable even than its illustrious ancestor,
the 996 GT3, although it did fall short in the
character stakes. It kept the new Lotus Exige
Sport 350 very honest when all that mattered
was purity, and it more than held its own on
track against a much more powerful Ferrari,
both in terms of performance and driving
fun. It even felt exotic in the company of a
Lamborghini and offered much of the daily
usability of a BMW M4, too.

No other car released in the last 12 months
would have performed so brilliantly against
the same opposition, which is a measure of just
how good the Cayman GT4 really is. Would it
have won our affections so completely had it
used a turbocharged engine and a paddleshift

gearbox? Unlikely. The GT4 is all the more
special because it adheres to a formula that’s
desperately under threat these days.

There is an underlying frustration that
surrounds the Cayman GT4, though. When
Porsche announced the hardcore Cayman we
had all waited so long for, we hoped it would
serve as a new entry point to the Porsche
Motorsport magic, but such was the demand for
the GT4, most seemed to be allocated to existing
918 Spyder and 911 GT3 RS owners. And if you
weren’t lucky enough to land a car from the
factory, you’ll pay a vast premium to get one
on your driveway now. Frustrating though that
may be, it isn’t enough to diminish the brilliance
of what is one of the best performance cars of
the modern era. B
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The new Shelby GT350 =
by HENRY CATCHPOLE
Mustang packs a 526bhp V8,

Brembo brakes, MagneRide
dampers and Michelin Super
Sport tyres. Has Ford finally

produced a muscle-car for
European tastes? An epic
road holds the answer=*

PHOTOGRAPHY by ASTON PARROTT







SHELBY GT350

OR REASONS TOO MUNDANE
to waste paper on, I wandered
around the halls of the Detroit
motor show while photographer
Aston Parrott flew to Los Angeles
and picked up the Shelby Mustang GT350.
Once I'd finished looking at the Buick Avista
and numerous F-150s, I flew to San Francisco,
hired a Kia Rio and met Aston in Morgan Hill,
just south of San Jose. He had clearly been
having a fine old time these past few days.

‘Here’s the Mustang and me on the Pacific
Coast Highway,” he says as we sit in the slightly
fusty-smelling reception of a rashly prebooked
motel, ‘and here we are with a gorgeous sunset
at Pebble Beach. We found this great little
wine saloon in Monterey. Oh, and there’s the
Golden Gate Bridge — there’s a hilarious story
about...” It all sounds lovely, but eventually I
have to tell him that I really need to get some
sleep so could we look at the second half of his
holiday snaps in the morning?

And now the new day is dawning and it’s
raining. I can hear the pitter-patter very clearly
because the motel walls are so thin it actually
feels like ’'m camping out in the storm. Hardly
ideal weather for a GT350, but I'm still final-
episode-in-a-boxset-find-out-who-the-killer-
is-excited about driving it. In case you need
reminding, this Shelby is possibly the most
mouth-watering Mustang ever. At its heart is
anaturally aspirated 5.2-litre, flat-plane-crank
V8. Not only does it put out 526bhp and 4291b
ft of torque, but it also revs to 8200rpm. That is
high by European standards but stratospheric
for an American muscle-car. Add adaptive
MagneRide dampers, Michelin Pilot Super
Sport tyres, Brembo brakes, a six-speed
manual gearbox linking to a Torsen limited-
slip diff between the rear wheels and you have

what sounds like a surefire recipe for success.

And a success it has certainly been, with
American magazines heaping praise and five-
star reviews on it ever since it was launched.
However, no-one outside North America
seems to have been able to get their hands on
its Alcantara-clad steering wheel. Until now.
It feels like quite a responsibility, especially
given that American performance cars don’t
always translate to European tastes. What we
clearly need is a good piece of road to test the
GT350 on, something that can hold a candle
to Scotland or North Wales. And, after much
searching and a few text messages to a friend
who works at the Specialized bicycle company
nearby (thank you, Chris), I think I've found a
suitable strip of tarmac...

An hour or so later the rain has thankfully
stopped and the Super Sports are finding
remarkable traction as we splash through
what water is left on the roads. As we head out
of San Jose the Mustang is making a very good




‘In case you

need reminding,
this Shelby is
possibly the most
mouth-watering
Mustang ever’

first impression, with an exhaust that is
unobtrusive on the freeway in Normal
mode but then becomes considerably
louder and more boisterous when you
push the toggle for its Sport setting. It
might seem odd to compare it to the
Focus RS, but the change in volume and
histrionics when you switch between the
Normal and Sport modes is very similar in
both cars. I can only assume it is the same
person within Ford that was responsible
for developing them both.

The Mustang is actually so raucous in
Sport mode that I have to turn it back to
Normal while we’re pottering through
the ’burbs for fear of inducing a heart
attack in some octogenarian Californian.
Soon, however, we are climbing free of
civilisation and through some incredibly
tight and steep hairpins that almost
require a shift back to first. The gearbox
is a Tremec six-speeder (a TR-3160 if

e

youre interested) as opposed to the
standard Mustang’s Getrag MT-82, and
it is a genuinely pleasing device. There is
some heft to it, but it feels tight across the
gate and in no way obstructive. In some
past Mustangs, the ’box felt sufficiently
ponderous that you would balk at
changing gear if it was a last minute
decision, but not so in the GT350, which
has a nice short throw and can be rifled
through the ratios with the stubby lever.
Our route snakes up and over a small
ridge into Joseph D Grant Country Park.
This is where The Road begins — a stretch
of tarmac more squiggly than just about
anything I have ever seen on a map. In
truth the first section is too narrow for the
Shelby. Despite being only 5cm wider than
a BMW M4, it still feels like a big car. It is
certainly much more direct than its lesser
Mustang brethren, though, and there’s
serious grip available, both of which give
you confidence when placing it in a turn.
The slopes we’re climbing are those
of Mt Hamilton, which sits in the Diablo
range. It actually has numerous summits
that are strung out along a ridge, each
one named after something to do with
astronomy (Copernicus, Kepler, etc) as it is
home to the Lick Observatory. The skyis so
clear today that when we reach the top we
don’t need a telescope to see across to the
snow-capped peaks of Yosemite way out
east. A curious, almost Spanish wilderness
covers the landscape that we’re heading
into and, more importantly, the road
looks spectacular. Aston and I agree that
we should spend the morning exploring,
so we head off down the San Antonio
Valley road, which is a bit wider and very




SHELBY GT350

Above: Sport mode

is generally the best
compromise, but Track
loosens the ESC’s grip and
also adds steering weight.
Right: passing one of the
observatories that mark
the highest points of Mt
Hamilton outside San Jose
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‘Launching the
Mustang into bends
with much more
aggression, it begins
to feel more alive’

beautiful as it carves through what I assume
are ranches, with huge open fields.

Eventually you reach a junction, which
offers you the choice of the Mines road or the
Del Puerto Canyon Road. We take the latter,
which is lined with reddish rock and is much
rougher, exercising the GT350’s MagneRide
suspension. Three damper settings are
available: Normal, Sport and Track. Perhaps
predictably it is the middle setting that offers
the best compromise, but the Shelby feels
pretty ruthlessly tied-down and short of
travel. You're certainly kept informed of any
imperfections in the road surface, and over the
bigger bumps I'm sure that individual wheels
are getting airborne at times.

Free of the canyons, the road spits us out
into a final fast flourish through lush green
rolling hills, just before we reach the West Side
Freeway, or Interstate 5. We stop to refuel on
unleaded (still amazes me how cheap it is —
about $40 for a full tank) and some vitamin
water the shade of Calpol. It has been a long
drive across the Diablo mountains and now



we’ve done our recce the only thing to do is
head back the other way, stopping to take
some photos at the points we noted on the
way over. Typically, of course, the weather has
been chasing us and the light is not what it
was — ‘unusable’ is the word Aston plucks from
the photographer’s lexicon of exaggeration —
meaning we stop less often than intended and
I get more time to get to know the 350. Fine by
me.

By the time we regain the Summit of Mt
Hamilton, however, I am slightly puzzled. It
sounds glorious and it is capable of monstrous
straight-line speed, but I can’t escape the feeling
that in the corners the Mustang is an awful lot
of effort for not a lot of dynamic reward. I've
been driving quickly, although not flat-out,
and it feels heavy and hard work, particularly
in the first stage of any corner. A big part of
the problem is that the steering isn’t giving
me enough information, so I can’t judge the
grip level. And then there’s the tyres, or more
specifically their size. The 305-section rears
are big and sticky, but of greater significance

is the fact that the 295 section fronts are nearly
as broad and tacky, giving the Shelby a pretty
square balance.

At seven-tenths you know the front is
sticking, but it just feels slightly cumbersome
and aloof. As a result you seem to spend a lot of
time steering the big nose through a large part
of each bend before you feel confident to get on
the throttle and fire it down the next straight.
What I want to do is turn in and with that first
application of lock instantly feel how much the
tyres are or aren’t keying into the surface of
the road. That would then give me confidence
to get on the power early and start working the
car through the majority of the corner with the
throttle as well as the steering.

The only thing to do is trust in the tyres’
tenacity. Launching the Mustang into bends
with much more aggression as we plummet
down from the summit of Mt Hamilton, the
350 begins to feel more alive and enjoyable. It’s
certainly hard work, and it doesn’t exactly feel
light on its feet, but it’s much more like the car
I had hoped it would be. The six-piston Brembo

brakes also prove to be superb allies on the long
descent, the middle pedal remaining firm and
reassuring from the top of its travel despite the
constant abuse. It feels like a slightly frantic
drive, but it’s invigorating and I'm certainly
buzzing by the end.

That evening I realise that my arms and
shoulders are gently aching from the day’s effort.
As we eat our Five Guys burgers and slurp on
salted caramel milkshakes thick enough to seal
a tyre with, I ponder that it feels like I've done
a session in the gym that is ironically placed in
the building next door. It’s not a feeling I'm used
to, but I like a challenge. 'm looking forward to
driving the GT350 again in the morning...

EVEN THOUGH IT’S STILL DARK, THE
pool of white light from the street lamp makes
the differences between the two cars plain to
see. I parked up next to a standard Mustang
last night and it’s amazing just how much more
aggressive the Shelby looks. We’re up early
because we've only got a few hours before
Aston has to take the Shelby back to LA (no
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‘The car is moving
nicely underneath
me. I finally feel
like I've got a
handle onit’

doubt via Laguna Seca or the Hollywood
sign). Climbing back up through the tight
switchbacks, we get the most incredible view
of San Jose sprawling in slumber below us, an
ocean of orange and white lights.

The run up to Mt Hamilton is taken
swiftly, partly as I'm feeling more and more
comfortable with the Shelby, but also because
we're chasing a sunrise. The V8 is clearly
enjoying the cold morning air and feels
incredibly strong. It’s responsive, too, and the
sounds it produces are endlessly fascinating.
It starts off really gruff and rumbly low down,
then from 2000 to 4000rpm there’s a burble
almost like a Subaru with a drainpipe exhaust,
before changing back into something that
is more sonorously V8 but also acoustically
much harder-edged. During the final 6500 to
8500rpm you almost get this VTEC timbre,
with a slight vibrato right up at the top that is
unexpectedly quite harsh.

Perhaps that’s why the natural point to
change up seems to be just over 6000rpm,
rather than hanging on for the red line at
over 8000. When I do steel myself to keep
the throttle pinned until the needle is
approaching the red hatching, it’s a huge rush
that’s almost intimidating, but the 5.2 litres
aren’t quite possessed of the sort of screaming,
free-revving top end that we’ve become used
to with Maranello’s flat-plane-crank V8s. On
the road, at least, I think it’s better just to revel

SHELBY GT350

in the more natural-feeling band between
4000 and 6000rpm. It’s enough.

One peak that certainly doesn’t disappoint
is the one atop Mt Hamilton. As we arrive on
the ridge, a palette of pinks and oranges is
beginning to bleed into the dark blue eastern
sky, so we park up near one of the white
observatories and watch the dawn grow ever
more violent in its colouring.

After Aston has got some shots in the
‘borderline acceptable’ light, we drop down
to the valley where a thin frost is clinging to
the fields. Once again we seem to have the
place to ourselves. There was a rush around
lunchtime yesterday when we saw two cars in
the same hour, but apart from that we really
have been left in total peace — the Ford V8 a
loud lone voice growling in the wilderness

I've decided the best bit of road is the stretch
running along the valley before climbing up
Mt Hamilton from the east. It’s fast at first
and, although the light grey surface is quite
loose and far from smooth, it feels like the
perfect width and speed for the Shelby. I had
thought the hairpins would be the most fun,
but actually the limited-slip diff struggles to
lock adequately on the steeper 180s and the
Mustang feels more fluid on the quicker stuff
where it can truly stretch its legs.

Bymid-morningI've also concluded thatI've
never driven a car that requires you to grab it
by the scruff of the neck quite so forcefully to
get the best from it. There is a leap of faith that
you have to take, trusting rather than feeling
the grip in the initial part of every bend
where you need to be quick and committed
with your first steering input. Because there
isn’t much feel through the wheel (the three
different ‘steering feel’ modes just change
the weight, not the texture) you need to learn
how aggressive you can be with the front end,
taking time to gain confidence in the huge
grip. As you get braver, you work through the




SHELBY GT350

‘When you get
it right and the
speed flows,
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it is deeply
satisfying’

heavy, slightly uncooperative phase at seven-
tenths, gradually pushing harder, nudging it
faster and faster, until after a while you are
almost throwing the front end into corners. It’s
only then, once you are really, really pushing it,
that the GT350 finally starts to come alive, feel
agile and make sense dynamically. Imagine a
hi-fi that has nasty distortion at medium volume
but suddenly gains audio clarity as you turn it
up tub-thumpingly loud and you get the idea.

The GT350 is massively exciting when it’s in
full cry, too. As I head along the valley road for
the last time I'm putting in a lot of effort and the
suspension still feels ruthlessly aggressive (it’s
still in Sport despite everything else being in
Track, which slackens the ESC plenty and adds
the most appropriate weight to the steering)
but the car is moving nicely underneath me
and I finally feel like I've got a handle on it. The
key is to get the nose pointing into the corner
and to do so quickly. Once you’ve got the front
Michelins hooked on line you can get on the
throttle and switch your attention to the rear.
Traction is mighty and you'’ll feel serious lateral
grip pushing your torso into the seat bolsters
before it lets go. Then it does so quickly and you
need to be paying attention, but if you’re on top
of the car then you can hold the oversteer at a
small angle and keep driving through the slide
as the corner unfurls.

As you get faster still, leaning on the brakes
harder and later, using them to lessen the
required steering input as you trail the middle
pedalinto the corners, so the Mustang becomes
truly intoxicating. While the engine obviously

has enough torque to make progress in pretty
much any gear you choose, if you want to keep
the car on its toes out of corners you can’t be
lazy with your shifts. Down-changes need to
be smoothed with footwork across all three
pedals, otherwise you’ll unsettle the car on the
way into the bends and find yourself grappling
with it rather than flowing through. Similarly,
the throttle needs careful, precise modulation
to keep the roaring 5.2-litres spinning the rear
tyres enough but not too much. When you get it
right and the speed flows, it is deeply satisfying
as you wrestle and coax smooth progress
from this hard, brutish, physical car. It’s like
teaching a reluctant but ultimately talented
bear to quickstep.

By the time I pull into a layby just under the
summit, I know I've had a drive I'll remember
for a long time. The Mustang is entertaining
when you’re pottering about because the sound
of the engine is wonderful, the gearbox is
satisfyingly mechanical and the view over the
striped bonnet is majestic. However, if you want
to enjoy it dynamically, then there is no middle
ground — you have to commit. All morning I've
flitted between finding that hardcore nature
rather satisfying as I worked to get the best
out of it, and at other times feeling that it was
making the process of going quickly too much
like hard work. Drive a Porsche down the same
piece of road at the same speed and you would
probably only have to put in half the effort. But
that is why I ended up liking the GT350.

No, it won't flatter or indulge half-hearted
commitment. Those massive front tyres make



it intimidating and it can be difficult to get
under its snakeskin as a result. It doesn’t feel as
sophisticated as the spec-sheet might have you
believe either. Yet to drive the Shelby GT350
fast engages you totally, immerses you in a
barrage of sensations and leaves you feeling
very much alive, if a little tired.

It would be interesting to try the Shelby
on a track, as that could prove to be its real
home. Ironically, I wouldn’t mind betting that
the supposedly more track-focused R version
of the GT350 is the better road car because
of the reduction in unsprung weight thanks
to its fancy carbon wheels. Some will say it
is all academic anyway, because Ford sadly
isn’t going to produce it in right-hand drive.
Nonetheless we’d love to try one in the UK.

What I know for certain is that the Mustang
couldn’t have wished for a better road than the
one we found in the shadow of Mt Hamilton.
And the reason I know this is that after I've
waved Aston on his way, standing and listening
to the big V8 diminish into the deserted
distance, I climb into the automatic Kia Rio
saloon and still manage to have quite the
brake-fading hoot as I drive back to San Jose. &

Ford Mustang
Shelby GT350

Engine V8, 5162cc

C02n/a

Power 526bhp @ 7500rpm

Torque 4291b ft @ 4750rpm
Transmission Six-speed manual, rear-
wheel drive, limited-slip diff, ESC

Front suspension MacPherson struts, coil
springs, adaptive dampers, anti-roll bar
Rear suspension Multi-link, coil springs,
adaptive dampers, anti-roll bar

Brakes Ventilated discs, 394mm front,
380mm rear, ABS, EBD

Wheels 10.5 x 19in front, 11 x 20in rear
Tyres 295/35 R19 front, 305/30 R20 rear
Weight 1715kg

Power-to-weight 312bhp/ton
0-60mph 4.3sec (claimed)

Top speed 180mph (claimed)

Basic price $48,695

On sale Now (US only)

evo rating: % &k ke




BAC blew us away with its single-seater Mono in 2011,
and the model has just been updated. But what next for
the Liverpudlian sports car maker? evo visitsto
talk motorsport and a second model line
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THE ACRID SMELL OF PIPE TOBACCO
and spilt brown ale seems to be fading. For
decades the lightweight British sports car
industry has evoked images of bearded men in
dark sheds, with worn down tools stuffed into
leather aprons. But times have changed. What
was once an outdated and inward-looking niche
is now a major player on the global automotive
scene, exporting ultra-modern sports cars to
every corner of the globe and developing new
technologies and manufacturing processes that
will underpin the mainstream sector in years to
come. Don’t call it a cottage industry.

That’s the view of Neill Briggs, anyway.
Briggs founded Liverpool-based BAC (Briggs
Automotive Company Ltd) with his brother Ian in
2009. The company delivered its first Mono — the
beautifully detailed single-seater track and road
car — two years later. When we visit BAC’s pristine
factory (‘manufacturing facility’ would probably
be more appropriate) in January, the 50th Mono is
halfway down the production line, with the order
booked stuffed full well into 2017.

‘We’ve gone from strength to strength and
in the last 18 months we've really felt the
brand power kick in,” says Briggs. ‘We've got
distributors in the US and Japan, and when we
launched in Hong Kong last year we sold out in
aweek. The Middle East is an important one for
us and we’re about to get type approval there.

‘What we're finding is that in every new
territory we go to there’s an explosion of interest.
The UK is important. We’re a UK company and
the car is UK-designed and built, but we’re
exporting 95 per cent of the cars we make. The
brand of Britain is super-strong at the moment
and if you talk to any small manufacturer you'll
see that export is key to a successful business.

‘We’ll ramp up to four cars a month by the end
of 2016. Our waiting list is over a year and we
think the sweet spot will be around 100 cars per
year, so we've got aggressive targets for 2017,

INSIDE BAC

BAC delivered the first 2016MY Mono (see
panel) just before Christmas and during the
next 12 to 18 months the Briggs brothers will
map out BAC’s strategy for the coming decade.

‘We're still getting over the pleasant shock of
how many people share the Mono’s singularity
of purpose and enjoy the thrill of driving,’ says
Briggs. ‘We’re in the here and now and as a
business our biggest challenge is to grow and
continue to understand the customer base, but
every manufacturer needs to be looking ten
years down the line with a vision. As designers
and engineers, youre always thinking about
what could be possible in the future.

‘There are no immediate plans [for a second
product line], but that’s not to say it wouldn’t be
part of a plan that we’re currently mapping out.
Whether that’s a single-person commuter city
car or a £2million hypercar, who knows? The
future is diverse for us, but as an engineer I'd
be lying if I said we were equally as interested
in doing a city car as an ultimate hypercar.
Obviously we have a performance orientation,
so anything we do is likely to be in that space.

‘We would take the same approach we took

‘BAC could be that
rarest of things:
a newcomer to
the British sports
car scene that
survives gestation’

with the Mono, whatever we decided to do next.
Ian and I use the phrase, “You've got to pick your
battles because you’'ll never win the war.” If you
look at the way [mainstream] manufacturers
are set up, the development spend they have,
you are really putting your head in the lion’s
mouth if you try to do a two-seater roadster at
£50,000, because it’s a densely populated area.
That’s Audi TT and Porsche Boxster territory.
You'll never be as good as they are, so don't try.
That’s not to say we’ll never do a two-seater car,
though, or any other configuration.

‘With the environmental challenges we’ve
got, we will start to look at different power
units. Hybrid, EV... it’s all eminently doable.’

Is motorsport on the cards for BAC? ‘There’s
no natural fit for our car in terms of a GT3 racing
championship,’ says Briggs, ‘so in all likelihood
it would be a single-make championship. Come
and see us this time next year.’

BAC could be that rarest of things: a
newcomer to the British sports car scene
that survives the difficult gestation period
and expands to become a sustainable, global
business. Whatever future success the company
achieves, it’ll be a result of its commitment to
quality, the enormous experience and expertise
of the handful of individuals that sit on the
board, and the application of the very highest
engineering and manufacturing standards.
The Briggs brothers’ separate automotive
engineering consultancy has worked with
OEMs such as Mercedes, Audi and Porsche for
20 years, and although BAC’s manufacturing
facility is modest, it operates with much of
the precision and efficiency of an automated
production line. Niche car manufacturers do
not get more progressive that this.

The other cornerstone of BAC is innovation.
‘A lot of technology that’s seeded in motorsport
will transcend into the mainstream car
industry, and we’re a vital stepping stone for
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Above:road test editor
Dan Prosser (left) discusses
the updated Mono with
BAC co-founder Neill Briggs
(sequential gearbox from
Hewland in foreground)

2016 MODEL
YEAR MONO

‘The 2016 model year Mono was a step
change for us,’ says Neill Briggs. ‘The
latest versionis still built around a steel
safety cell wrapped in carbonfibre,

but the structure has been widened to
accommodate larger drivers.

The four-cylinder Cosworth engine
has also been expanded from2.3t0 2.5
litres and now develops 305bhp, up from
280bhp, with torque up to 228Ib ft from
206Ib ft. There’s variable valve timing and
adrive-by-wire throttle, too, and a switch
fromroller-barrel to butterfly-type
throttle bodies. The engine and gearbox
control units, meanwhile, have been
integrated, which makes for much faster
gearshifts and rev-matched downshifts.
Carbon ceramic brakes are also available.

that,” says Briggs. ‘I strongly believe that niche
manufacturers are a crucial stage in that
process. You're not going to go from something
that’s seeded in motorsport to something that’s
on my mum’s Fiesta. There has to be a staircase.’

Briggs cites carbonfibre as the definitive
example of this. The technology was
pioneered in the money-no-object arena of
motorsport, picked up by a number of niche
road car manufacturers and developed to a
cost and manufacturing readiness level where
mainstream car companies could adopt it.
evo’s Fast Fleet 7-series is built around BMW'’s
Carbon Core technology, for example.

‘Real innovation is making new technologies
affordable and available to a wider audience,’
says Briggs. ‘That’s what we’ve done. The Mono’s
floor system, the steering-wheel system, the
body structure, the body architecture... That
gearbox was never intended for road use. We’re
using racing technology and developing it so
that it has the longevity and usability needed for
the road. That’s what our innovation is about.

‘We're close to the guys at Bentley and
McLaren. They won’t adopt a technology for
2000 units a year unless there’s a precedent of,
“Look, this has been running around on a fleet
of 50 cars and they’ve had no issues in the field,

no warranty claims.” Then they’ll say, “This
is now at a technology and manufacturing
readiness level where we will adopt it.” That’s
where niche vehicle manufacturers have got
the opportunity to be demonstrators.’

Innovation is one important opportunity
for BAC and the like; the changing automotive
climate is another. ‘With the way the world is
going with autonomous vehicles, says Briggs,
‘more and more people like ourselves and your
readers will be forced towards driving holidays,
race resorts and car clubs. We firmly believe
that our customers see driving as an extreme
sport. This is complete escapism for them.

‘Our sector is expanding. It’s twofold —
we've got this route of innovation that’s
seeded in motorsport and transcends into
mass production, and with the way it is on
the roads these days people are being forced
to have a weekend toy. I think the UK’s niche
manufacturers have a real opportunity here,
particularly because the brand of Britain is such
a hot export property around the world.’

Times have changed. Once the domain of
stout men with blackened fingers, the British
sports car sector — with the likes of BAC at
the vanguard - is now a linchpin of the global
automotive industry.
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T COULDN’T BE A MORE IMPRESSIVE
introduction. We’re approaching the small
Maggiora rallycross circuit near Milan and the
access road is providing us with a view directly
down the barrel of the short start/finish straight. A
pale, golden winter sunlight is cutting through the
trees. In my mind’s eye I have captured the scene
in Ultra Panavision, the camera slowly zooming
in as a small ball of vehicular fury slides into the
widescreen shot ridiculously quickly from stage
right, trailing dust in its wake.

It’s an angry, four-wheel drift, only a hint of
oversteer, mainly just sideways movement, every
wheel spinning as the compact riot of arches and
wings struggles to contain the energy beneath. It’s
like an adrenalin-filled cartoon mouse running for
its life on a polished parquet floor. I almost expect
to see the motorised equivalent of Tom —a monster
truck, probably — arrive a second later, scrabbling
untidily into view and filling the screen as it gives
chase. But it’s just Jerry today.

‘IF EVER
THERE WAS
A CAR THAT
COULD
CLAIM TO BE
A MODERN
GROUPB CAR
IN ETHOS,
THISISIT



The drift turns to frantic forward
acceleration and the Audi seems to cover the
ground between us in the blink of an eye before
the tiny ball of temper is sliding again. This
time the nose is diving and the light rear end is
adopting a few degrees of yaw as the S1 brakes
hard for the upcoming corner. The sound - a
buzzing, banging, compact cacophony — seems
to have caught up now and it merely adds to
the palpable rage. I'm in awe. Terrified awe.
Because in mere hours I'm going to be right in
the middle of all that fury, trying to steer it.

LAST YEAR I MET MATTIAS EKSTROM
(evo 208). After chatting about all sorts of
things, I asked him a slightly tame question
about what his favourite car was out of the
many and varied ones he had raced. I expected
a non-committal answer citing different thrills
from different disciplines, but his unequivocal
response was his Rallycross Supercar. He then
said, verykindly, that Ishould try it some time...

It’s no secret that I've had a bit of experience
with dashing down lanes and through forests,

but I've never had a go in a rallycross car
before. To me rallycross has always seemed
like rallying’s curious cousin. A sort of hybrid
of gravel rallying, circuit racing, DTM and
NASCAR condensed into a neat, fascinating and
insane package. I say neat, but actually it’s a bit
confusing as there are two codes of Rallycross,
or RX — World and Global. World Rallycross
is the FIA championship, with rounds mostly
in Europe (and, for 2016, a certain Sébastien
Loeb among its drivers). Meanwhile, a little
like baseball’s World Series, Global Rallycross is
confined to the USA.

Cars in both championships run to the same
technical regulations. The only differences
are that the fuel used in America is of a higher
grade, and while the Global championship
uses a Yokohama radial slick tyre, the World
Rallycross cars, such as Ekstrom’s Audi S1,
must use a Cooper crossply with moulded tread.
These tyres somehow have to cope with both
tarmac and gravel.

Walking up to the S1 in the Team EKS pits,
it strikes me that there are, surprisingly, some

RALLYCROSS AUDI St

inherited genes from the legendary 1980s Audi
Sport Quattro S1. Catch it from some angles
and those huge, distended box arches are like
family bone structure passed down through
the generations. Of course, many Group B cars
ended up in rallycross events after they were
banned from World Rally stages in 1986, and
if ever there was a car that could claim to be a
modern Group B car in ethos, this is it.

Open the boot and youll find fans and
radiators. Look under the bonnet and you’ll
see the engine sitting transversely, just as it
would in a normal hatchback, but here mated to
Sadev’s almost ubiquitous six-speed sequential
gearbox. Every RX car runs a 2-litre, in-line
four-cylinder turbocharged engine with a
45mm restrictor and they all put out around
565bhp and a frightening 600Ib ft of torque.
That’s in a car geared to just 120mph in top and
designed to weigh a mere 1320kg including the
driver, which today is Edward Sandstrém.

My turn in the car isn’t until after lunch,
once the important testing is done. Despite the
sunshine it’s bitingly cold, so I bung on a big coat
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and set off for a walk round the circuit to try and
soak up as much useful information as I can.
It’s immediately obvious that the track is quite
narrow, and there isn’t much room for error.
Not good. The car heads out for short stints of
probably no more than ten laps at a time, but
after a while I notice that no two laps are quite
the same. If this was a test session for any other
top-flight series, you would see the same line
being hit with metronomic, almost laser-guided
precision, time after time. The little Audi,
however, is clearly such a potent handful that
line choice is a bit more unpredictable. A kick of
boost and instant wheelspin can move the car
by feet at a time on the exit of a corner, leaving
the driver wrestling with a different line into a
jump. This then sets you up awkwardly for the
next braking zone, the weight balance pitched
in a marginally less than ideal way for the
following right-hander, which now requires
more throttle earlier, which again has the car
thumping forward slightly indiscriminately.
And so it goes on. It is still balletic and deeply
impressive in skilled hands, but it strikes me
that it must be a bit like trying to ride a rodeo
horse round a showjumping arena.

Over the last decade of doing this job, I have
gradually found that there are a few things that
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help me approach cars that make me nervous.
Firstly, I tell myself that it is just a car, with
fundamentally familiar controls. Breathe.
Secondly, I try to think through the basic
dynamics of what this particular mechanical
layout should mean at the limit, so that I
instinctively do the right thing — no point lifting
off when you should be hard on the throttle.
Breathe. Finally, I try to remember how it felt to
drive anything that I think might be similar —in
this case a WRC car. Breathe.

I still don’t feel very calm but it’s better than
just panicking, and I'm at least feeling a bit
more primed and focused before I'm given my
briefing. ‘Be careful on the first corner because
it is very slippery, says Sandstrom. ‘Remember
to brake much earlier than you think on the
straight because it switches to gravel halfway
through the braking zone, so you need to
be wiping off speed while you're still on the
tarmac. The fourth corner has a strange bit of
tarmac just on the inside, so be careful. We're
not jumping the car much today, so please lift
before the two crests. Do you left-foot brake?’

My head still swimming with instructions
about how to tackle a circuit I've never driven
before, I try to remember whether I do or not.
I decide that it must be like a WRC car so I nod.

‘OK, well just remember that you can flat-
shift on the tarmac but you need to use the
clutch when you are on the gravel’

Idecide there and then that I won’t be left-foot
braking today. I feel like I've psyched myself up
for abungee jump only to be told while standing
on the platform that I'll have to tie the rope to
my ankles with a very specific knot — on the way
down. Breathe. Breathe. Breathe.

Normally some passenger laps would help me
acclimatise and put me more at ease, but they
go past in a blur. Even as an interested sack of
ballast with nothing to do other than observe,
the physicality of the acceleration is hard to
comprehend. I can’t imagine what it must be
like when you are the one in —and I use the term
lightly — control. Only one way to find out.

The AP Racing clutch is mercifully friendly
and will take a bit of slipping, so reversing out
of the temporary garage isn’t too much of an
ordeal. The steering is light, too, and with the
anti-lag system turned off the trundle from
the truck to the circuit is actually calm enough
to lower my heart rate below 200bpm. Then
Edward tells me to press the blue button on the
steering wheel, which turns the anti-lag system
on and promptly rearranges my perception
of ‘fast’. A few seconds later, as I'm braking



‘DRIVING THIS

HARD FEELS LIKE
SOMETHING BEYOND
CONCENTRATION.
IT°S MORE PRIMAL

Above left: enormous
handbrake disconnects
drive to the rear wheels,
allowing the driver to lock
the brakes. Above: press
blue for anti-lag. Left:
transversely mounted
turbocharged 2-litre engine
develops around 565bhp




(early on the tarmac) for the slippery first
corner, I realise that it was futile trying to
prepare myself for this. How can you prepare
when the ferocity is so far beyond what your
previous reference points have been? Veyron?
Don’t be silly. WRC car? Not even close.

With the ALS on, the throttle has turned
into a trigger, seemingly firing all 600lb ft
through the transmission as soon as you
touch it. Out of the first right-hander the car
spits sideways and I have to correct with one
hand as I'm frantically pulling gear after gear.
There are no shift paddles here, just a sturdy,
high-mounted lever that you pull back to go
up the 'box and push away to go down. There
literally isn’t time to put your right hand back
on the wheel between shifts. Never have I
been in something that eats through revs and
demands gears so quickly. Bang-bang-bang. 1
pile on the ratios as fast as I can yet still it feels
like I'm lagging behind the angry rainbow
of shift lights in my peripheral vision. An
analogue needle would snap under the duress
within the first half lap.

I forget to lift for the first jump, apologise,
then brake and punch down two gears for the
next corner, which changes from tarmac back
to gravel on the apex. Up two gears, down
two gears, tight right-hander, short straight,
up three gears, back down three for the left
with the tarmac strip, up three gears round a
long gravelly left-hander (clutch) with a jump,

102 www.evo.co.uk

then brake and down two for a long opening
tarmac right, sliding and changing up (no
clutch) constantly as you feed back onto the
start/finish straight, by which time you’ll be
up to fifth or sixth, depending how good your
exit was. A lap probably takes slightly less
time than this last paragraph took to read.

I've never experienced such a surfeit of
power. It dominates the experience. Never
mind that the S1 has a short wheelbase and an
almost square stance, so feels quite twitchy.
That feels like the least of my problems.
Instinctively I know that the four-wheel-drive
system should help me if ’'m on the power,
but such is the ferocity of the delivery that
it’s hard to see the throttle as your friend.
It doesn’t help that every violent flare of
revs is accompanied by a sound like hornets
massacring wasps with chainsaws.

I think it is towards the end of the fourth
lap that I spin. I'd love to tell you how or why,
but to be honest my brain has felt in need of
a healthy RAM upgrade, or possibly its own
ALS, since the first corner. It’s early in a right-
hander, there is a flash of revs, we’re round in
our own length, the clutch is out, I'm on the
brakes, and as we stop safely in the middle of
the bend I suck in some air for what feels like
the first time in minutes. As I find reverse and
point us back in the right direction, I realise
that I've been straining every last iota of my
mental capacity just to keep up with the S1.
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Driving this hard feels like something
beyond concentration. It’s more primal and
more immersive, and I think I probably just
ran out of processing power. All I can say is
that I haven’t spun any of the WRC cars I've
been lucky enough to drive, nor have I felt
close to doing so. But I will spin this rallycross
Audi twice more in the next ten laps or so.

Initially I do a couple more laps then
head back to the pits. 'm not a big user of
superlatives, but this car has me overdosing
on hyperbole as I try to describe in a hyper-
speed stream of consciousness what it was
like to the people asking. I'm not really one
for swearing, either, but a single, heartfelt
expletive is all I can manage at one point.

Then it’s back out and I try the car without
the ALS for a few minutes. This makes it much
easier, as although it’s still rabid, you can feel
the swell of boost and give yourself just a bit
more time to prepare for the arrival of the
grenade. I realise I've actually adapted to the
constant surface changes relatively well, and
the tyres have a surprising balance between
the gravel and tarmac. I almost feel like I'm
getting to grips with it and begin craving the
ALS, so I turn it back on. Within two seconds
my head is threatening to overload and I'm on

AUDI S1 EKS RX quattro

RALLYCROSS AUDI §1

the back foot once more as the throttle reverts
to detonating the 600lb ft bomb instantly
under the slightest pressure. I fear nothing
will ever truly feel quick again after this.

When I speak to Ekstrém on the phone
afterwards, the first thing he says is: ‘Do you
understand now why it’s my favourite? I never
want to get used to that power. It is crazy.’ [
spend some time speaking to Edward, too,
who says that when he first gets back into
a rallycross car, he doesn’t have any spare
mental capacity to assess tyres or setup, he
just has to concentrate on simply controlling
the car. This is something of a relief, but I
still can’t imagine what it must be like trying
to race one, fighting for the same piece of
ground as five other cars. As Mattias says,
‘You can see why there are some accidents!’

Despite having my capabilities in a car
stretched to breaking point, I wanted to
keep wrestling with the S1 all afternoon.
The power is terrifyingly addictive. And in
the moments when I did feel in control of
it, when I was pinned to the bucket seat but
sensing that I was actually manipulating the
four spinning wheels underneath me in the
way that I wanted, it felt as satisfying as any
driving I have ever done. B

Engine In-line 4-cyl, 2000cc, turbo Power 565bhp Torque 600Ib ft Transmission Six-speed sequential, four-
wheel drive Front suspension MacPherson struts, coil springs, adjustable dampers Rear suspension MacPherson
struts, coil springs, adjustable dampers Brakes Four-piston calipers front and rear Wheels 17in front and rear
Weight 1320kg (including driver) Power-to-weight 435bhp/ton (including driver) 0-62mph 19sec (claimed)

Top speed 120mph (claimed)
@VO rating: &k k k






ENGINE FOUNDRY

by COLIN GOODWIN

PHOTOGRAPHY by ASTON PARROTT

They say that Britain doesn’t get its hands
dirty any more, but they obviously haven’t heard of
Grainger & Worrall, engine-block supplier to the stars
of the automotive world. evo heads to Shropshire

AWAY



NASCAR TEAMS USED TO GET THROUGH
over a thousand OEM-supplied engine blocks
per season. There are lots of races in a season,
but even so that’s a lot of crankcases in a year.
Abig failure rate is the reason. Today a quarter
of that number are used. Why so many less?
Because today those engine blocks are made
by a company in Bridgnorth, Shropshire.
The media loves to make out that Britain no
longer makes stuff. Yes, we make Japanese
cars and bits and pieces of electronickry, but
not your good old Victorian fire-smoke-and-
hammers type of making stuff. They need to
visit Grainger & Worrall. A large number of the
world’s car companies knock on G&W’s door
and so do most F1 teams. Today evo is visiting.

Foundries and casting shops are the
most amazing places. I know this because
I used to work in one. Thirty years ago, in a
placed called Toowoomba in Queensland,
Australia. Gutty work. A blast furnace feet
away brewing up iron and steel at over 1500C,
hotter for high-strength steel, and in ambient
temperatures approaching 40C. We cast stuff
like lorry brake drums, master cylinders for
cars and lots more. I never saw a computer in
the place but there was a lot of fire and sweat.

Edward Grainger is giving us a whistle-stop
tour of the works. His grandfather founded
the firm just after WWII with a brother-in-law
called Worrall. Although the company retains
the original name, it is now entirely owned
by the Grainger family. Forty-three-year-old
Edward started as a patternmaker, like his
grandfather, and runs the company with his
two older brothers. And the family really do
own the company. They’re not bankrolled by
some big-shot financiers who would think a
capstan lathe was a trendy coffee.

This is a very different world from the one
I experienced Down Under in the ’80s. As
you will read shortly, there’s still smoke, fire
and bubbling cauldrons, but there is also a
dramatic contrast between the casting process
itself and the banks of engineers at computers
manipulating designs using CAD.



‘We design, prototype and cast about 300
new products a year,” explains Grainger. And
that’s not just simple castings. Grainger says
that number might include 100 different
cylinder heads. ‘We can design, cast and have
ahead fitted to an engine in four weeks. Thirty
years ago it would have taken six months.’

There’s a lot of client confidentially in this
world, especially concerning motorsport. I'd
need to hang Grainger over a vat of molten
aluminium by his ankles for exact details, but
he suggests a large proportion of F1 teams
have at some time come to the family firm
for engine blocks and other components. A
large percentage. We’re not allowed into the
motorsport department, but walking around
the factory you see some interesting sights.
Grainger smiles as I point out a crankcase
that has sixteen holes in it arranged in a ‘W’.
Clearly these lumps of aluminium will soon
cross the Channel and find themselves in the
back of something called a ‘Chiron’.

Here’s another recognisable set of
components: a flat-six engine sitting
proudly on a stand. G&W doesn’t make
all the cylinder heads for Porsche’s flat-six
motors, just the ones that go on the GT3
and GT3 RS. Surely when Zuffenhausen
comes knocking it is better than having a
royal warrant? Elsewhere there are stacks
of three-cylinder blocks. Grainger is keeping
shtum but these will be prototype blocks for
a major manufacturer. The company can
handle volumes up to a couple of thousand

‘“These lumps of
aluminium will soon
cross the Channel
and end up in the
back of something
called a “Chiron™’

units per year but leaves mass production to
the big boys, so once G&W has carried out
all the design work, prototyping and testing
programme, the customer will then take over
for the mass production of the parts.

It’s all fascinating, but I want to get my
hands dirty. Forewarned that I'd like to do a
bit of graft, G&W has gone to considerable
effort. Up in the crowded drawing office, one
of the design engineers has pulled out of the
system one of the company’s most impressive
pieces of work: the engine block used in all
McLaren’s supercars. With a few sweeps of a
mouse the block has been shrunk by around
a quarter, so that it will sit on the palm of a
hand. Now the fun starts. To cast the full-size
block, sixteen different moulds and intricate
cores will have to be made, but for our mini-
motor only four will be needed because we'’re
not bothering about water passages, oilways
and other details. In the past, craftsmen
like Edward and his grandfather would
laboriously carve away at hardwood to create
the patterns (which is why new components
could take six months to make).

For our evo small-block, a machine similar
to a 3D-printer will create the moulds and
cores out of a mixture of special sand and a
chemical that keeps the structure solid. This
machine is used for prototyping and creating
one-off parts quickly. Once series production
is started, patterns will be made out of
composite material that is CNC machined.
It’'s amazing watching the machine’s head

This page, anti-clockwise
fromabove: centrifuge packs
the sand-based cast mixture
densely; sand casts ready

for work; aluminiumingots
are melted at 750C; molten
aluminium s then pouredinto
the cast through the top and
left to set; experienced hand
Goodwin hammers the cast
away from the now-cool block
before it goes for testing
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move backwards and forwards, building up
the sand millimetre by millimetre. It takes
hours to build up the complete parts, but in
Blue Peter style we have one that was done
before the programme started. Now time for
the drama of actually pouring molten metal.

Before that, a bit of health and safety and
some PPE (Personal Protection Equipment).
I'm not a health-and-safety sort of chap, but
I remember leaping around the foundry in Oz
when a splatter of molten steel went inside my
boot — I have the scars as a memento. Suitably
togged-up, it’s off to the part of G&W where
the sexy stuff happens. All around are stacks
of aluminium ingots. The company uses
around 40 different alloys depending on use.
Eighty percent of the work is in aluminium.

Aluminium is produced from bauxite ore,
which is mined globally but in the greatest
quantity in Australia. Most of the ingots used
at G&W are produced in Norway because the
it has relatively cheap naturally produced
electricity, of which enormous amounts are
required to smelt aluminium.

The ingots are dropped into an electrically
heated furnace that melts the material and
keeps it at around 750C. It’s like a pinky-silver
custard, complete with skin. There’s more
than enough work to keep a nightshift busy,
so the furnaces are kept running until they
need to be cleaned or serviced.

In front of the furnace, sitting on a track, is
our mould. It’s pretty simple: you dip a ladle
into the molten alloy, carefully walk to the
mould and then quickly pour the liquid metal
down the hole on top. Because our block is

108 www.evo.co.uk

jNGINE FOUNDRY

‘“There’s an
amazing
contrast
between the
noise, smell
and heat of
the foundry
floor and the
testing labs’

small the ladle isn’t too heavy, but for a big
item it can be tough on the forearms. Also,
you can’t faff about because you need the
metal to flow into all the nooks and crannies
quickly so that a part of the structure doesn’t
start cooling before you've filled the mould.

It'll take a couple of hours for the metal to
cool enough for us to break away the sand
and see our block. In the meantime we visit
the testing department. There’s an amazing
contrast between the noise, smell and heat of
the foundry floor and the clinical environment
of the testing labs. It’s a thorough business,
from dye-testing for cracks to CT scanning
to destructive testing and X-ray examination.
We'll soon see if I've made an engine that
would split in half as soon as it turned over.

A few hours later, back in the foundry, I'm
handed a sledgehammer. I remember this
from my youth, bashing away at a casting
to knock the sand from it, knowing exactly
where to hit it and how hard. After a few
whacks we have our baby block. Aluminium
shrinks by about seven per cent when it cools,
so the block is slightly smaller than the mould.
Again, in Blue Peter fashion, a block had been
cast earlier and has had the cylinder deck,
bellhousing flange and main bearing bosses
machined. It'll make the coolest paperweight.

Around 550 people work at G&W, in
this factory and at another in Telford. The
company has few rivals globally (the two
main ones are in Germany). Edward Grainger
is modest, but then he doesn’t need to boast,
because the company’s achievements are
there to see in the metal. B



BILL SHEPHERD
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(B(fﬂ gheptw)ui Wlu/ﬂimg are proud to announce their appointment as the Shelby American Mod-Shop
franchise for the UK and Europe. All Shelby packages can be fitted under license at our Byfleet premises
and we offer a full vehicle post registration upgrade to official Shelby status — complete with Shelby
Chassis number and entry in the Shelby World Registry. The Shelby GT Mustang is offered in a two stage
package of [a] suspension, brakes, wheels/tyres, exhaust, aero/appearance and interior and [b] power
upgrade by Supercharging to 670hp. All components used are approved and tested by Ford - substantially
enhancing what is already a great car and creating an outstanding but daily practical supercar.

100 Royston Road, Byfleet, Surrey KT14 7NY www.billshepherdmustang.com 01932 340888







by DAN PROSSER .
HOTOGRAPHY by ASTON PARROTT

The 362bhp Audi RS3 Sportback
and the revised, 376bhp
Mercedes-AMG A45 are the most
> powerful hot hatches on sale.
But which is the better drive?

oA AWN
ENEMIES

AUDI RS3 v MERCEDES A45

In schoolyard terms it
would be like getting
beaten up by a kid in
the year below.

The family equivalent would be an unexpectedly robust
whack from a younger brother. Whichever way you
look at it, the VW Golf R’s victory over the Audi RS3 in
last month’s super-hatch group test was an ignominious
one for the Audi, as bruising to pride as flesh.

The RS3 is more powerful, more expensive and more
prestigious than the Golf, but more of a disappointment,
too. The VW didn’t even win the test (it was narrowly
taken care of by the Ford Focus RS), which highlights
just how far off the pace the RS3 really is in this new
class of white-hot four-wheel-drive hatchbacks.

In terms of price and performance, the RS3 actually
has a closer rival than either the Ford or the VW. The
Mercedes-AMG A45 was a similarly frustrating car
when it first arrived in 2013, but Mercedes has recently
overhauled it. With a touch more power and some
choice revisions, is the A45 a more accomplished super-
hatch than the RS3?

There’s barely a chink of light between their spec
sheets. The Mercedes is slightly more powerful, with
376bhp to the Audi’s 362, and it just about shades the
RS3 on torque, with 3501b ft versus 343. The Audi uses
a 2.5-litre five-cylinder engine, though, whereas the
Mercedes makes do with two litres and four cylinders.
Both, naturally, are turbocharged and both are limited
to 155mph, but the A45 is a tenth quicker to 62mph
than the RS3, setting a launch-control-assisted time
of 4.2 seconds. The Audi will set you back £40,795, a
marginal £800 more than the Mercedes.

Our main criticisms of the original A45 related to its
uncompromisingly stiff ride and slightly flat engine,
which are both areas that have been addressed in this
overhaul. AMG Ride Control (£595, and fitted here)
enables you to choose between two damper settings,
whereas the original had fixed-rate dampers, and the
engine has been pumped up by 21bhp and 18Ib ft (and
is now linked to shorter gear ratios). You can specify
a limited-slip diff in the front axle as part of the AMG
Dynamic Plus package, too, but this car does without.

There are wins and losses for both cars in the battle
of the cabins. The Audi feels altogether more premium,
with better quality materials and a classier dashboard
layout, but the Mercedes has far superior seats and a
much better seating position.

The A45 rides firmly along a broken road surface.
Its chassis always feels very tough and tightly wound,
picking out imperfections and failing to deal with
bigger intrusions such as potholes. It’s hard to imagine
a road where the firmer of the two damper settings
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ormous turn-in bit
you find yourself getting
braver with every bend’

would offer any sort of dynamic advantage. Still, this
revised model is an improvement in terms of ride
quality, if only by a slim amount.

If that reads like a setup to the RS3 claiming the
first meaningful victory of the test, be aware that it
rides just as solidly as the Mercedes. It’s the inability
of these cars to combine taut body control with a pliant
ride quality — something the Golf R manages very
well indeed - that counts against them more than any
other shortcoming. It gets worse for the Audi, though,
because there’s a degree of looseness to the chassis on
initial turn-in and over crests and undulations that
cannot be reconciled with that tight ride quality. How
is it that the much cheaper VW feels both better locked
down and more pliant over bumps? At least the A45
can justify, to some degree, its firm ride with a quite
staggering level of control and immediacy. Turn into a
corner and the body stays almost perfectly flat; launch
itoveracrestand there’s no heart-in-mouth moment as
the wheels and body drop out of phase. The Mercedes
is fantastically capable over a smooth road.

What these cars major on is outright grip. Both find
such enormous turn-in bite that you find yourself
getting braver with every bend, carrying more speed
in and leaning ever harder on the chassis at the mid-
corner point. Both are devastatingly quick, getting
from A to B at such a rate that Porsche Boxster S drivers
would be well advised to politely indicate left. If you

T2 www.evo.co.uk



AUDI RS3 v MERCEDES A45

Audi RS3 Sportback

Engine In-line 5-cyl, 2480cc, turbo
Power 362bhp @ 5500-6800rpm
Torque 343Ib ft @ 1625-5500rpm
Weight 1520kg
Power-to-weight 242bhp/ton
0-62mph 4.3sec (claimed)

Top speed 155mph (limited)
Basic price £40,795

evo rating: Yk Kk

Mercedes-AMG A45

Engine In-line 4-cyl, 1991cc, turbo
Power 376bhp @ 6000rpm
Torque 3501b ft @ 2250-5000rpm
Weight 1480kg
Power-to-weight 258bhp/ton
0-62mph 4.2sec (claimed)

Top speed 155mph (limited)
Basic price £39,995

evo rating: &k k<

Above left: updated A45 AMG
answers some of the criticisms

about the original version’s ride,

but the RS3 (above) still has
the more charismatic engine.
Left: of the cabins, the Audi’s
(far left) feels higher quality

enjoy driving, I have to believe that this astonishing
performance will light some sort of fire within you.

It’s the Mercedes, however, that’s more satisfying.
This can mostly be attributed to its more neutral
chassis balance; it seems to work front and rear axles
in unison where the RS3 leans oh-so hard on its front
tyres. The net result is that the Audi will start to
understeer sooner, giving you fewer options once the
front axle has begun to push. Neither car scores points
for its steering because both helms are vague and short
on detail, although not to the point where you cannot
intuitively place the car right on the limit of grip

corner after corner, given time and familiarity.

Driving out of corners, both cars, each equipped with
a Haldex four-wheel-drive system, feel entirely neutral
under power. You can just about sense the rear axles
being driven, but never to the point where the back
end takes an attitude and the steering wheel naturally
straightens itself in your hands.

The A45 might have the more engaging chassis,
but the RS3’s five-cylinder engine is abundantly more
satisfying than the Mercedes’ four-pot. Even on start-
up it sounds a more exotic power unit, and once on the
move it responds more immediately to throttle inputs
and feels more linear throughout the rev range. The
A45’s engine isn’t so muscular from low speeds and it’s
slightly flatter right at the top end, too, although the
bump in power and those shorter gear ratios do give this
revised model a greater sense of urgency in a straight
line than the old car. Both the A45 and RS3 use twin-
clutch ’boxes and each offers rapid gearshifts, but we've
long since become accustomed to even more immediate
dual-clutch transmissions in other types of car.

It’s difficult to be completely derisory about either car
because they are both so tremendously fast, and that just
happens to be rather good fun. Like a journeyman racing
driver, though, they manage the basics well without ever
executing the really difficult stuff that would mark them
out as true greats. It is the Mercedes-AMG A45, though,
that outscores the Audi RS3 on this occasion. B
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TESTING YOUR LIMITS! s autodromo

MULTIPLE TRACK CONFIGURATIONS
AND NO NOISE RESTRICTION (24 HOUR TESTS)

A versatile and challenging circuit with multiple versions
to suit the needs of different varieties of motor racing.
Due to its location, the circuit does not have any noise
restrictions what makes it ideal for 24 hour testing.

ACCOMMODATION & CATERING PACKAGES

Can offer accommodation and complementary services
designed to meet the requirement of individual needs.

ket Portimao - Algarve - Portugal e

www.autodromodoalgarve.com - info@autodromodoalgarve.com b

"Matorspart Faciily “Supor s Wik Champicnship
of the Yirar 20 by Clrgienizer Await 200" by ik it

" g P PORTUGAL £ alga rve




ULTIMATE
TRACKDAY
GUIDE

BEGINNER,
INTERMEDIATE
& EXPERT

on the road. Braking later and later into a corner, or pushing your
car to its maximum speed - try these on the road and, well, you
know the rest...

Track driving is an immensely satisfying and thrilling experience. After
a day on track you will have developed a stronger bond with your car,
improved your driving skills and discovered nuances in vehicle dynamics
that you hadn’t noticed before. If you love the science of driving, and the
thrill that comes from teasing speed from a machine, there are few better
ways to experience those than at a trackday.

But there’s another side to it - making friends, having a laugh, enjoying
the company of petrolheads and creating memories. From a purely social
perspective, for those like us, nothing really gets close.

This guide will assist you whether you're a beginner or an expert, and
take you through the kit to have, the tracks to visit, the cars to drive, plus
tuition and the latest tech and gadgets.

And if you're a track virgin and unsure whether to give it a try, why not
come to one of evo’s track evenings this year? These events are perfect
for beginners, as tuition is on hand and Bedford Autodrome is a fantastic
track on which to learn about circuit driving. See you there!

T HERE ARE THRILLS THAT CAN'T, OR SHOULDN'T, BE EXPERIENCED
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Run What Ya Brung public track days offer the cheapest track time in the UK, allowing unlimited runs
on the famous Santa Pod drag strip with full performance print-out and timing. RWYB is suitable for
all types of cars and motorcycles. Please visit the website for full rules and regulations.

RWYB costs £10 per person for entry, and £25 for unlimited runs on the track. Prices vary for
speacialst RWYB days. Driving license required.

RWYB 2016 Dates:

Visit rwyb.co.uk or call 01234 782828 for more info

Experience the thrill of
evening/night racing at
Santa Pod Raceway. The
sights and sounds of the

Joburday,
mghb IPQCK" raceway are intensified by

vehicles, from hot rods to hot hatches, dragsters to bikes are invited to
use the track for day and night racing.

The track is open from 9.30am-8pm (weather and track conditions
permitting). Gates open at 8am and tickets are £12 on the gate.

Signing on costs:

£30 per driver for unlimited runs from 9.30am to 8pm
£25 per driver for unlimited runs from 9.30am to 4.30pm
£10 per driver for unlimited runs from 5pm to 8pm
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Santa Pod Raceway, Airfield Road, Podington, Nr Wellingborough, Northants, NN29 7XA. Signposted J14/15 M1.




GET ON TRACK

HELMETS

OMP
STAR
c£70

Entry-level open-facehelmet, ABS
shell,velvetliningand removable
peak.Fortrackdays ornon-MSA/FIA
events.Notapproved formotorsport.

ECE-approved

SPARCO
CLUB X1
cE£75

Suitable fortrackdays only (not
approved formotorsport). Airvents
on chin, forehead and top of the head,
plusremovable and washablelining.

ECE-approved

£250-£400

Quite possibly the most
important investment you’ll
ever make, so choose well
by Nick Trott

HEDTEC
XTREME 11
c£130

Hand-laminated composite shell,
removable flame-retardant liner,
Kevlarchin-strapwith double

D-ring fastener, anti-scratch, flame-

retardantvisor.
Snell SA2010

\:;
V2
ELITE
c£199

(Glassfibre construction, duck-bill
Kevlarchin-strapwithdouble D-ring
fastener, anti-fog scratch-resistant
visor, fire-resistant lining.

Snell SA2010

RACE SAFETY
ACCESSORIES
PRO c£215

Entry-level HANS-compatible
motorsport helmetwithdrilledand
tapped posts (soldseparately),
composite construction, fire-
retardant, washable liner.

Snell SA2015

»

n RrRS ¢

RRS HANS FULL
FACE HELMET
c£300

Factory-fitted HANS posts,
washableinterior, removable
earpieces forintercomfitment, visor
interchangeable withpeak.
SA2010&FIA8858-2010

STILO ST5 GT
COMPOSITE
c£600

Kevlarcomposite shell, integrated
radio connection, prepared for drink
system, HANS posts option, standard
sunshade, optionalvisor.

Snell SA2015&FIA 8859-2015

(with FHR)

LD

¢/

BELL
SPORT S
c£330

Fibreglass shell, flame-retardant
Nomex lining, adjustable anti-dazzle
peak (available separately), optional
factory-fitted HANS posts.

Snell SA2010 & FIA 8859-2015 (with
HANS)

i

~ -
3 =
i

—

SPARCO
WTX-7
c£700

Autoclaved carbonfibre shell,
washableremovableliner, narrow
visoraperture, fitted HANS clips,
provisionforintercomanddrinks
tube, optional peak.

Snell 2010 &FIA 8858-2010 (with FHR)

SPARCO
WTX-5W
c£354

Fibreglass shell, wide visoraperture,

factory-fitted HANS posts, removable

liner, pre-moulded with drink tubes
andintercomsystem.
SnellSA2010 & FIA8858-2010

ARAI
GP-6S
cE715

Lightweight complexlaminate shell
emergencyremovable cheek-pads,
fire-retardantlining, Kevlar chin-
straps, 3mmvisor, FHR studs.
SnellSA2015& FIA8859-2015
(withFHR)

KODEN
CARBON KSC-25
c£380

Carbon composite construction,
flame-proof liner, Kevlarstrap,3mm
anti-scratch clearvisor, HANS posts
optional.

Snell SA2010 & FIA8858-2010
(withFHR)

OMP
SPEED CARBON
c£900

Carbonfibre shell, adjustable peak &
sunvisor (oroptional full-face visor),
wideaperture, HANS posts, closed
cheek-pads forintercomuse.

FIA8860-2010

SIMPSON
BANDIT
c£395

Fire-retardant one-piece EPSliner,
3mmvisor, recessed eye-port, pre-
drilled for HANS post fitment.
SnellSA2015&FIA8858-2010
(withFHR)

ARAI
GP6-RC
c£3000

Developed forFormulal, hand-laid
carbonfibre shell, wide-fieldaperture,
3mmcompound curvevisor, factory-
fitted HANS posts, emergency release
cheek-pads.

FIA8860-2010

FHR & HANS
Frontal Head Restraints

are devices that restrict
neck extension during rapid
deceleration, thus lessening
the chances of Basilar skull
fractures - a common injury
in motorsport.

The most common is the
HANS device, which fits
around the neck and above
the shoulder and is tethered
to posts that are attached to
a helmet.

Do you need a FHR? If
you're racing, most likely
it’ll be mandatory. If you're
a trackday regular, then
consider it — especially if you
visit fast tracks in fast cars.

HELMET
RATINGS

EXPLAINED

ECE 22.05

‘Economic Commission

for Europe’ regulation for
helmets, accepted in 47
countries. Good for road use,
most karting and trackdays,

but not motorsport.

SNELL SA2010

& SA2015

Snell is a private, non-

profit organisation formed
in 1957 to improve helmet
safety. Testing is more
rigorous thant governmental
rocesses, and includes fire-
retardant qualities, impact
testing, and removability.
The former rating, SA2005,
may not be eligible for
current motorsport series.
FIA 8860-2010

& 8859-2015

Any driver competing in

an FIA event must wear

a helmet that meets FIA
homologation - currently the
most stringent standard in
the world. FIA 8860-2010 still
valid, with FIA 8859-2015 the
most up-to-date.

EVO TIP

A helmet will only perform
at its bestin an emergency
if it fits - and we all have
subtly different-sized and
shaped heads. So measure
your head to get a rough
guide (use a tape measure
horizontally about an inch
above your eyebrows),

but always try on as many
brands as you can. Helmet
linings will soften a little,
so go for a snug fit. And buy
the best and most up to
date helmet you can afford.
After all, it’s only your head.
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GET ON TRACK

TRACKDAY
KIT

It’s not about looking the
part, it’s about having the
right kit for the job

by Henry Catchpole

Within this budget
we've opted fora
proper Nomex suit
at the expense ofa
full set of underwear.
Thehelmet caseisn't
the cheapest, but for
the sake of a bit more
money this will keep
your lidintop order.

©ORACE SUIT
P1Promo Racesuit
£239.94 nickygrist.com

@ GLOVES

Turn One FIA 8856-2000
Homologated Race Glove
£44.34 nickygrist.com

©BOOTS

Sparco SlalomRB-3
Race Boots

£90.00 demon-tweeks.co.uk

OBALACLAVA
GPR Skin Balaclava
£29.94 gprdirect.com

© HELMET BAG
Headcase Helmet
Carry Case

£34.99 demon-tweeks.co.uk

TI8 www.evo.co.uk

More money offers
better comfortand
improved durability
onitemssuchas
boots and gloves.
Nomex underwear
isn't essential but
we're assuming
you've upped the car
and track stakes.

Amade-to-measure
suitis perhaps a cost
too far for a trackday,
but if you're driving
anex-race car, you
may want to fitinand
look the part. Not
that it will make you
any quicker...

©ORACE SUIT
Alpinestars GP Race Suit
£549.95 demon-tweeks.co.uk

@ GLOVES
Puma AvantiRace Gloves
£66.82 demon-tweeks.co.uk

©BOOTS
OMPFirst Evo Race Boots
£127.32 gprdirect.com

O UNDERWEAR
Puma Nomex underwear
(top, leggings, socks and
balaclava)

£201.81 demon-tweeks.co.uk

© HELMET BAG
Sparco Cosmos Helmet
and FHR Bag/Dryer
£53.64 gprdirect.com

©ORACE SUIT

Stand 21La Couture HSC
(made to measure)

£POA stand21.co.uk

©GLOVES

Sparco Tide RG-9 Race
Gloves

£149.95 demon-tweeks.co.uk

9 BOOTS
OMP One Evo R Race Boots
£309 demon-tweeks.co.uk

O UNDERWEAR

OMP FIA Approved Nomex
Coolshirt

£690.00 demon-tweeks.co.uk

© HELMET BAG

Edec Race Case
£199.99 nickygrist.com

EVO TIP
All the gear and no idea. As
with any sport, it’s easy to
spend eye-watering amounts
of money on kit that won’t
make you any better at
whatever it is you are doing.
Having said that, when
it comes to trackday
clothing (safety kit, not
retro T-shirts), some brands
fit some people better
than others, so the most
expensive option may not be
the best fit for you.
Everything from helmets
to boots canvary in size
and shape between brands,
so try as many as possible
and buy what fits you best
rather than those that have
animage you like; comfort is
more important than looking
good in the pitlane.

THE TRACKDAY
SURVIVAL KIT

You might not associate a big
warm jacket with driving your
car quickly on a trackday,

but circuits are often cold
and windy places, so it’s an
essential piece of kit.

Earplugs are another good
idea, as is a basic toolkit and
torch so that you can see
what you're about to skin
your knuckles on.

A fuel-canis agood
precaution and you need to
keep yourself fuelled and
hydrated through the day,
too, so some energy rich
snacks such as bananas are
great to have.




ompetition and Sports
Car Insurance Due?

i . Towergate Insurance is a specialist insurance broker providing - ) -
77 ( a 03 44 89 Z 1343 - awide range of motorsport cover suitable for individual

competitors and sports car owners

or visit WWW.CO“'IPetitiOn'car'insurance.CO.Uk ® Minimum of 5 track days per year included at no extra cost -

g including European tracks
Ins urance that keep S yo u < Ecé)lll; Sgig;i?:g discounts and high performance
§ ahead of the competition o=

PROUD SPONSORS OF

A\ Competition Car towergate
N Insurance

insurance

All cover is subject to insurers underwriting criteria and fulls terms and conditions which are available upon request.
Competition Car Insurance is a trading name of Towergate Underwriting Group Limited, Registered in England No. 4043759
Registered Address: Towergate House, Eclipse Park, Sittingbourne Road, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 3EN. Authroised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority




GET ON TRACK

TUNING

Tip

As a beginner, making your
car more durable on track
is key. It's never going to
feel completely at home,
but slowly improving the
suspension and brakes
will gradually make it feel
more suitable, which in turn
will make you feel more
confident too.

| ™l c500-£2500

INTERMEDIATE

Tip

Outright speed still shouldn’t
be your main concern -
fine-tuning your car so it
suits your ability should be

a higher priority. Not to the
point where you're tweaking
suspension geometry in the
pits, but being able to adjust
the balance of your car to
suit your style will greatly
improve your enjoyment.

Tip

Once you've got your car to
be more durable on track
and the handling how you
want it, you'll just want

to go faster. Achieving big
speeds with more power and
greater amounts of grip will
be costly. What’s more, many
other components will need
upgrading to cope, but no
one ever said that going fast
was cheap..
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Want your car to be sharper
and faster on track? Then
consider these upgrades

by Will Beaumont

A




GET ON TRACK

SPRINGS
Eibach, £228
For:HondaS2000
Stiffer and lower springs
willmake your car feel
muchmore at home on
track, being able to cope
with higher cornering
forces better and reducing
weight transfer.

Also try: H&R, Spax, Tein,
Koni, GMax

ANTI-ROLL BARS
H&R, £403.18
For: Volkswagen Golf
GTland Edition 30 (Mk5)
Relatively easy to fit, but
make a marked difference
tohandling. Best to chose
adjustable ones soyou can
start to tailor your car to

© COILOVERS
Bilstein. From £910.86
For:various

Not just about lowering.
Choose ones with damper
adjustment to help adjust
the balance of your car to
your preference.

Also try: KW, Eibach, H&R,
Yellow Speed, Tein

© CAMBER ARMS
Eibach.£492.26 front,
£180.91rear
For:Nissan350Z
Changing your ride height
will affect suspension
geometry. Take controland
fine-tune further.

Also try: Whiteline,
Powerflex, Forge

CON RODS

CP Carrillo. $1112

For: LotusElise (Toyota
27Z-GE engine)

An engine rebuild with
serious upgrades will

not onlyimprove power
but also reliability during
frequent high-rom driving.
Also try: Arrow Precision,
Schrick, JE Pistons, ARP

DIFF

Gripper, £1212

For:BMW M3 (E92)
Evenif your car already has
alimited-slip differential,
amulti-plate mechanical
locking diff that you can
have set up for how you
drive will make a noticeable

your own tastes.
Also try: Eibach, Whiteline,
KW, MTEC Brakes

BRAKE
UPGRADE
EBC.£564.79
For: Mini Cooper S (R53)
Brakes are always the
first part of a car to suffer
ontrack. Some more
appropriate pads, discs
fluid and lines will maintain
feeland effectiveness fora
longer period.

Also try: Pagid, Brembo,
Black Diamond, Tarox,
Mintex

WHEELS
Sparco.£599
For: VW Golf GTI (Mk5)
Choose alighter set of

© EXHAUST
Akrapovic. £1701

For: Renaultsport
Mégane 265

Aswiththe air filter, the
extranoise of an uprated
exhaust will help you feel
more connected with the
car when wearing a helmet.
Just make sureit’s not

too loud. Extra power and
saved weight are bonuses.
Also try: Milltek, Piper,
Scorpion, Cobra Sport,
Remus

O SEAT

Cobra, £519

For: Porsche Cayman
(987)

Theimportance of being

difference.
Also try: Kaaz, SQS Racing,
0SGiken

ROLL-CAGE
Safety Devices, £1308
For:BMW 3-series
Coupe and M3 (E46)
Improve your safety and
addrigidity toyour car's
chassis.

Also try: Wiechers Sport,
Custom Cages, Sparco,
OMP

WING
APR Performance,
£1269.60-1483.20
For: universal fitment
Forget generating
downforce, thisis to

wheels to helpimprove
unsprung weight. Don’t
be afraid to change size to
increase your tyre choice,
but be careful of brake
clearance and consider
rolling radius.

Also try: OZ Racing, BBS,
Team Dynamics, Image
Wheels, HRE Wheels

AIR FILTER

Pipercross. £37.99
For: Ford Fiesta ST (Mk7)
Aperformance air filter
will make your engine
feel sharper at the top

of therevrange. Some
extranoise is welcome,
especially when wearing
ahelmet!

Also try: K&N, ITG, Green
Filters, Revo Technik, HKS

secureinthe car should
not be overlooked. Most
aftermarket seatsare
lighter, too.

Also try: Recaro, obra,
Sparco, Corbeau, OMP,
Bride

© BIG BRAKE KIT
AP Racing, £2303.62
For: Toyota GT86
Toreallyimprove the
longevity of brakes you

will need track-orientated
calipers, discs, pads and
braided lines. Also consider
extra cooling and ducting
to get the absolute best
fromthem.

Also try: Alcon, WP Pro,
Tarox, Brembo, Wilwood

reduce lift to benefit in
quick corners.

Also try: DJRace Cars,
Seibon Carbon, Elite
Carbon Fibre, Geoff Steel

LEXAN
WINDOWS
Plastics 4 Performance,
£550-935
For:Ferrari360 Modena
As well as simply removing
unnecessary items,
replacing body panels and
glass with lighter materials
can help shed weight from
higher up, lowering your
car’s centre of gravity too.
Also try: Reverie, ACW
Motorsport Plastics,
Seibon Carbon Fibre

PREPARING
YOUR CAR

Whether your car is standard or modified,
don’t neglect these basics by Will Beaumont

You're about to take
your car on track for the
first time. It’s a daunting
prospect. Will it be any
good? Will it feel slow? And
most nerve-wracking of all:
will it break?
Minimising the risk of
anything failing is mostly
common sense. Check
everything: oil, brake fluid
and coolant levels, and
top-up if necessary. Take
the wheels off to inspect
the brake pads and look
for any signs of damage to
the suspension and brake
lines. You'll be putting each
component under much
more stress than usual,
so anything close to the
end of its life will wear out

TYRES

Yokohama AdvanNeovaAD08
Widths: 185-305mm. Diameters: 15-19in

INTERMEDIATE

DMACK Trackday
Widths:195-305mm. Diameters: 15-19in

Toyo Proxes R888R
Widths:185-315mm. Diameters: 13-20in

more quickly or break more
easily on track.

Once on track, the best
way to make sure you don’t
blow your car up is to look
afterit. Don’t do endless
laps giving it the full
Stephan Roser because,
unless you have a factory-
supported Ruf Yellowbird,
you’ll over-stress your car
even before you've been
black flagged.

It will be the brakes that
first show signs of fatigue.
The pedal will feel soft and
its travel will increase. This
is a good sign to back off,
do a cooling-down lap or
two and return to the pits.

Take the opportunity
to check your tyre

pressures. Your tyres
will be hotter than they
get during road driving,
lifting their pressures
beyond the optimum level,
so you could let some
air out to compensate.
Aim for 4 to 6 psi above
the cold-temperature
recommendations. You
could also adjust the
pressures front or rear to
tweak the car’s balance.
After a trackday it’s
worth checking everything
again, so you can gauge
how quickly things wear
out on track. Changing oil,
coolant and brake fluid
after every third or fourth
trackday is also a sensible
precaution.

Get aninstant cornering-speed upgrade
with some stickier rubber

Nankang NS-2R
Widths: 175-265mm. Diameter-:13-18in

A

Michelin Pilot Super Sport

Widths: 205-345mm. Diameters: 17- 23in

= |~

PirelliTrofeoR

Widths: 205-345mm. Diameters: 15-21in

Federal 595RS-R
Widths:195-285. Diameters: 15-18in

i—: . [ || |
Kumho ECSTAV70A
Widths:175-335mm. Diameters: 13-18in

Michelin Pilot Sport Cup2
Widths: 215-345mm. Diameter: 17-21in
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OMTEC Brakes

Performance Braking

From Road...

Performance Brake Discs:

Aid Cooling Under Braking

Help Reduce Build Up Of Dust & Gas
Help Reduce Water Build Up

Look Great Behind Alloys

Available in:
Drilled & Grooved
Dimpled & Grooved
Grooved Only

Drilled Only

Newc-Hook .. .To Track

2 Piece Discs UK Manufactured From High Grade Cast Iron
Internal Directional Vanes, Available In All Styles
Lighter Than Standard Discs

Fully Assembled & Balanced
Anodised Alloy Bells

MTEC Brakes
Has It Covered!

MTEC Premium Pads Performance Brake Fluid
> CG29 Copper Grease

High Performance DOT 5.1 ™
Brake & Clutch Fluid. ez |
Copper Grease Helps Prevent u !

Brake Squeal & Corrosion.

. Protective Coating
: Our Protective Coating Can Help

NRS Plate Technology Improves Bonding ; ;

Pad Scorching To Reduce Bedding In Extend The Life Of Your Discs.

Fuailc = 2 Available In Black, Gold &
Application Specific Materials Silver.
100‘:/2 Copper Free

Visit WWW.MTECBRAKES.COM For All Your Braking Needs.

MTEC <Za2rbotech EBC GOODRIDGE




GET ON TRACK

CIRCUITS
& TUITION

TRACKDAY
TUITION

‘There’s no such thing as

a dangerous track, only
dangerous drivers.” Jonathan
Chan at RSRNurburg doesn’t
pull any punches when

it comes to tuition. He
continues: ‘When you behave
and stay within the limits of
the car, the conditions and
your skill level, nothing needs
to go wrong. It’s difficult to
know where the limits are,
but that’s exactly what a
trained instructor is for.’

For the novice, tuition
is the difference between
enjoying yourself on track
and over-driving, causing
avoidable wear and tear and
genuinely looking like a fool.
For those with experience,
tuition is the opportunity
to fine-tune your skills,
eradicate bad habits and get
the best from the car you've
invested so much in.

Trackdays run by both
the circuits and trackday
organisers (TDO) offer
tuition no matter what your
experience, so talk to them
when you are booking your
day and tell them about
your ability and what you
are looking to learn so you
can be paired with a suitable
instructor.

On the day the key is to be
honest with your instructor.
Don’t pretend to be better
than you are - they’ll work
out your ability within a
lap anyway. Ask questions
if you're unsure why they
want you to do something
in a certain way. The idea of
tuitionis to understand what
you are being taught.

The majority of instructors
have aracing background,
but don’t think they are
only going to focus on
reducing your lap time. The
key to enjoying a trackday
is knowing your and your
car’s limits, and tuition will
help you learn where those
limits are. ‘Driver tuition is
the one area which often
brings the greatest amount
of gain and reward, and is
often overlooked, concludes
Jonathan.

BEDFORD AUTODROME
(SOUTH EAST CIRCUIT)
Circuitlength: 2.3miles
Number of corners: 10
Elevationchange: Ometres

Direction: anti-clockwise

Contact: bedfordautodrome.co.uk

Trackdayorganisers: MSV (asabove),
JavelinTrackdays (javelintrackdays.co.uk)

Where to drive, and how to
develop your skills and make
the most of your time on track

by Stuart Gallagher

BLYTON PARK
(OUTER CIRCUIT)
Circuitlength: 1.4miles
Numberof corners: 8
Elevationchange: Ometres
Direction: anti-clockwise
Contact: blytonpark.co.uk

Trackday organisers: Javelin Trackdays
(javelintrackdays.co.uk)

MONDELLO PARK
(NATIONAL CIRCUIT)
Circuitlength: 1.5miles

Numberof corners: 6
Elevationchange: 0metres
Direction: clockwise

Contact: mondellopark.ie

Trackdayorganisers: MondelloPark
(asabove)

ANGLESEY

(COASTAL CIRCUIT)
Circuitlength: 1.5miles

Numberof corners: 10

Elevationchange: 40 metres

Direction: clockwise

Contact: angleseycircuit.com

Trackday organisers: Anglesey Circuit (as above)

OULTON PARK
(INTERNATIONAL)
Circuitlength: 2.6 miles

Numberof corners: 12

Elevationchange: 0 metres

Direction: clockwise

Contact: oultonpark.co.uk

Trackday organisers: MSV (asabove), RMA
(rmatrackdays.com), Gold Track (goldtrack.co.uk)

BRANDS HATCH
(INDY CIRCUIT)
Circuitlength: 1.2miles
Numberof corners: 5
Elevation change: 35m
Direction: clockwise
Contact: brandshatch.co.uk

Trackday organisers: MSV (asabove), RMA
(rmatrackdays.com), Gold Track (goldtrack.co.uk)

NURBURGRING
NORDSCHLEIFE
Circuitlength: 129 miles

Numberof comers: 73 (331eft, 40right)
Elevationchange: 296.8 metres
Direction: clockwise

Contact: nuerburgring.de

Trackday organisers: RSRNirburg

(rsmurburg.com),RMA (rmatrackdays.com),
Gold Track (goldtrack.co.uk)

DONINGTON PARK
(NATIONAL CIRCUIT)
Circuitlength: 19miles
Numberofcorners: 10

Elevation change: 30metres
Direction: clockwise

Contact: donington-park.co.uk

Trackday organisers: RMA
(rmatrackdays.com), Gold Track (goldtrack.co.uk)

SPA-
FRANCORCHAMPS
Circuitlength: 4.3miles
Numberof corners: 19
Elevationchange: 97 metres
Direction: clockwise

Contact: spa-francorchamps.be

Trackday organisers: RSRNirburg
(rsmurburg.com)

OTHER TRACKS

Track driving isn’t limited to
conventional trackdays. Hill
climbing is steeped in history
and venues such as Shelsley
Walsh (shelsley-walsh.co.uk)
run a number of events,
including traditional hill
climbs, sprints and trials.

Curborough (curborough.
co.uk) is a purpose-built
sprint course. The 0.8-mile
circuit is designed to test the
driver’s precision as much as
their pace, and it’s a great
discipline to master. If you're
new to the sport, introduction
days are run at the venue.

On a grander scale are
venues such as Bilster
Berg (bilster-berg.de). This
purpose-built driving resort
offers everything from
guided tours to race-car
experiences on a circuit
considered to be one of
the most daunting and
exhilarating you can drive.

ON TRACK
IN 2016

4 APRIL
Niirburgring Nordschleife
RSRNurburg (rsrnurburg.com)

8 APRIL
Spa-Francorchamps
Gold Track (goldtrack.co.uk)

26 APRIL
BrandsHatchGP

(old Track (goldtrack.co.uk)
26 APRIL
OultonPark (noviceday)
MSV (msvtrackdays.com)
3 MAY
Silverstone GP

Gold Track (goldtrack.co.uk)
20 MAY

Bedford Autodrome
evo (evo.co.uk/trackdays)

2 JUNE

Anglesey (GP & Coastal)
Javelin (javelintrackdays.co.uk)
17 JUNE

Bedford Autodrome

evo (evo.co.uk/trackdays)

8 JULY
DoningtonPark (National)
Javelin (javelintrackdays.co.uk)
18-19 JULY
BilsterBerg

RSRNurburg (rsrnurburg.com)
22 JULY

Bedford Autodrome

evo (evo.co.uk/trackdays)

19 AUGUST
Bedford Autodrome

evo (evo.co.uk/trackdays)

28 AUGUST
BlytonPark

Javelin (javelintrackdays.co.uk)
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PRACTICAL
KNOWLEDGE

-

What to consider when planning
a trackday, including logistics,

safety and fitness
by Dan Prosser

HELMETS, RACE SUITS, STICKY
tyres, driver training, uprated
coilovers? That's the glamorous stuff.
But trackdays are not without their
chores and menial tasks. Depending
onyour choice of car, you may have
to trailer it to the circuit. And if that
circuit happens to be more than a
couple of hours from home, you'll
want a hotel with secure parking.
That’s after you've arranged trackday
insurance and prepared your body and
mind for a day of high concentration
at the wheel, of course.

Driving your car to the circuit might

well be less of a hassle than hitching
up a trailer, but if your car isn’'t road-
legal orif it’'s downright unbearable
on along motorway run, towing could
be the only option.

Brian James and Ifor Williams
trailers are among the most popular
in trackday and motorsport circles.
You should reckon on spending
£1500 on an entry-level trailer.

The maximum you can tow with an
unbraked trailer is 750kg (load and
trailer combined), while the maximum
weight of tow car, load and trailer
combined is 3500kg, unless you took

your driving test before January 1,
1997, or have passed the specific
trailer test. You'll also be limited to
50mph on national-speed-limit single
carriageways and 60mph on NSL
dual-carriageways and motorways.

Given the risks of circuit driving,
it’s wise to take out trackday
insurance. The likes of Sky Insurance
(skyinsurance.co.uk) and MORIS
(moris.co.uk) specialise in trackday
insurance. As a rough guide, expect to
pay around one per cent of the value
of your car for a day’s cover, with a
ten per cent excess.

124 www.evo.co.uk

ATTITUDE AND FITNESS

As the director of Boomerang
Pro Fitness, John Camilleri
works closely with several
professional racing drivers
in the World Endurance
Championship. ‘Endurance
racing is much more strenuous
than trackday driving, but
from a fitness and preparation
point of view many of the
same principles apply,” he
says.

‘If you are well rested,
your energy levels will be
maximised and your cognitive
processing will run at an

optimal level. You will be able
to concentrate for longer and
react quicker on track. Being
well hydrated also helps.
‘Ditch the bacon buttie!
Porridge with honey or dried
fruit would be a beneficial
breakfast for sustained
energy. But don’'t miss your
morning coffee. If this is part
of your morning routine then
it’s important you do this at
the track, too, because your
body will be expecting the
caffeine hit. For the rest of

the day meals should be light,

but consumed quite regularly
for maintaining energy levels.

‘It’s important to identify
areas on the track where
you can relax while you are
behind the wheel. On long
straights it’s good to sink
into the seat, take in a couple
of deep breaths and relax your
shoulders. This helps reduce
energy expenditure during a
long stint.

‘Irrespective of what car
you are driving, there are
three fitness attributes
that are worth considering.

TEAM TIP

‘Always fit your car’s towing
eye before venturing out

on circuit, justin case your
luck does run out. It’s also
sensible to scope out a petrol
station close by, because
although many tracks have
fuel on site, it can be very
expensive.’ Dan Prosser

WHAT TO DO
WHEN IT GOES
WRONG...

Unless you're blessed with
arare talent and uncommon
good fortune, the chances
are you'll stick it in the gravel
or suffer some sort of car
failure on circuit eventually.
In the event of a spin or
mechanical fault you should
return to the pitlane, or if
that’s not possible try to
reach a gap in the safety
barrier. That'll help the
marshals to retrieve your car
quickly and with a few short
steps you'll be safely behind
the barrier.

Cardiovascular fitness is
important for efficient
oxygen utilisation, especially
if the car has relatively

poor ventilation, which is
common. Core strength is also
important because it can help
with maintaining control while
experiencing G-forces both
laterally and under braking.
Finally, you are likely to reduce
your risk of injury if you take
the time to work on your
flexibility. This is an area of
physical fitness that benefits
all drivers.’



spa-Francorchamps

Premium Trackdays

e

A legendary experience. They have the best cars available at the best race trae

most available dates to chose from. I thought Iias in a dream. If you're contemplatsi
booking because of money, just book it. As an enthusiast there is no better experience
- Joe Storione

Never Driven Spa? Now's the time... Upncoming Dates...

The Belgian Formula One Spa Grand Prix. Total 24 hours of Spa. | 10.04.2016 (Sun) 03.08.2016 (Wed)

Spa Summer and 6 hour Classic. World Series by Renault. World | 27,05.2016 (Fri) 12.09.2016 (Mon)

Endurance Championship. You've watched it. Now experience it |4 06.2016 (Tue) 27.09.2016 (Tue)

for yourself 15.06.2016 (Wed) 21.10.2016 (Fri)
06.07.2016 (Wed) 12.11.2016 (Sat)

RSRSpa Premium Trackdays are the best way to experience your
own car safely on-track, offering limited entry, high quality events
run in an open pitlane format, with free overtaking rules and
sportsman-like behaviour encouraged

Make time for yourself. Live the Legend. Contact us and Book
today.

Race cars and slick tyres allowed, all day catering and lunch
included, and private pitboxes, one-on-one professional coaching
and a wide range of rental cars are available upon request.

What's a Premium Trackday like?
Watch the video!

www.RSESpa.com/tdvid

Visit www.RSRSpa.com for more info

DRIVING ACADEMY /4 =
'E. —, RSESpa Premium Trackdays

FRANCORCHAMPS p: +32 8727 5116 | w: www. RSRSpa.com | e: sales@R SRSpa.com
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TRACK
TECH

There’s an arsenal of tech
for the trackday market, and

something for every budget Q stackst20080mm
Clubmantachometer
by Antony Ingram £250.80 demon-tweeks.co.uk

Large, clear and simple: Stack’s
tachometerisideal forany

serious trackday car.
Longacre Q GoPro Suction Cup
Computerscales XLi £34.99 shop.gopro.com
Corner Weight Scales Because you don't want to
£1918 demon-tweeks.co.uk lose your action camon the
evouses these scales to Dottinger Hohe straight...

weigh test cars. A7-inch
Android tablet isincluded.

i 105:¢
TgluLF 12

e 4.0 an =

vos 132y

@ Omex Shift Light Sequential o Stack LCD Multi Function
£132 demon-tweeks.co.uk Dash Logger
Change up at the perfect £3178.80 demon-tweeks.co.uk
moment using this clear, If money is no object,

configurable shift-light setup. few displays offer such

comprehensive car info.

Racelogic Automotive Plumbing
PerformanceBox Solutions FIA Battery
£390 demon-tweeks.co.uk Master Cut Out Switch
Record comprehensive £18.90 demon-tweeks.co.uk

performance data using
the same tech evo uses for
track tests.

Whenit all goes wrong, thisis
what you'll be reaching for to
kill the power.

126 www.evo.co.uk



GET ON TRACK

The evolution of
datalogging

Data logging has been
around for some time,

but only recently has the
technology become both
unfailingly accurate and
affordable. In early racing,
the acquisition of data was
no more advanced than a
stopwatch and a pencil.

In the realms of magazine
road testing, a ‘fifth wheel’
torecord accurate speeds
and acceleration times was
the norm, followed by laser
tracking systems.

Access to better GPS
data, thanks to the US
military turning off selective
availability of its more
accurate signals, has since
made GPS the best way
to measure speeds and
lap times. Accelerometers
measure acceleration,
cornering and braking
forces, while the multitude
of data fed back from a
vehicle’s electronic systems
- from temperatures to fuel
injection to tyre pressures -
mean virtually every aspect

0 Lifeline Club Fire Marshal 0 OMP Flat Tow Eye

2.25-litre Fire Extinguisher £3590 demon-tweeks.co.uk

£156.60 demon-tweeks.co.uk Ifyou're going tostickit in the of a car can be analysed.

Your car's final line of gravel, makeit easy for the Antony Ingram

protection —a plumbed-in marshals to get you out again...

systemis worth considering if

you're a serious track-goer. USing data on

trackdays
. . . If you're going to use data

Racelogic VBOX LapTimer Harry’s GPS Laptimer
£714 demon-tweeks.co.uk £14.99 gps-laptimer.de ) ona t'radeay' mlake sure th'e
This simple, accurate Gather video, car dataand - baseline comparison trace is
lap-timer canalso show you lap-time info through one a decent lap. If you have an
whether you're up or down on simple, brilliantly designed - experienced mate, ask them
S HiES. are: to do a few laps. If not, most

trackday companies have
instructors, so use them if
you can. Don’t obsess about
braking later or harder. Focus
instead on carrying speed.

‘Lift and coast’is boring in
F1, but easing off the power
a bit earlier and braking
smoothly reduces wear,
calms things down a little
and help you learn to build
minimum corner speeds.
Once you've got that nailed
you can work on compressing
the braking zones.

Fast corners are good for
paddock banter, but by and
large it’s the slower, more
technical corners where
you'll make the biggest
improvements. And one last
thing: don’t be the idiot who
clattersinto another car
because you think you're on
Lets you control and share Theinternet loves a point-of- a‘good lap’. Back-off, take a

recordings via your tablet, view video, so get the best breath and find some space.
phone or even Apple Watch. angle with this helmet mount. Richard Meaden

o GoProHelmet Front Mount
Free. shop.gopro.com G £14.99 shop.gopro.com

GoPro App
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TRACK

CAR

. Ariel

BAC
Caterham
Ginetta
Lotus
Radical
Ultima
Westfield
Zenos

. AC Schnitzer
Arrinera
Donkervoort
KTM
Lazareth
MTM
Praga
Romeo Ferraris
Ruf

. Panoz

Rossion
Saleen

. Mastretta
Vuhl

JUN
Mines

OZ Track

Hypercars NZ

TOP TRACK
CARS TO BUY

GUIDE

Crewkerne, Somerset, UK
Liverpool, Merseyside, UK
Crawley, West Sussex, UK

Leeds, Yorkshire, UK

Hethel, Norfolk, UK

Peterborough, Cambridgeshire, UK
Hinckley, Leicestershire, UK
Kingswinford, West Midlands, UK
Wymondham, Norfolk, UK

Aachen, Germany
Warsaw, Poland

Lelystad, TheNetherlands
Mattighofen, Austria
Annecy, France
Ingolstadt, Germany
OrechovaPoton, Slovakia
Milan, Italy
Pfaffenhausen, Germany

Hoschton, Georgia, USA
RivieraBeach, Florida, USA
Corona, California, USA

Mexico City, Mexico
Mexico City, Mexico

Tokyo, Japan
Kanagawa-ken, Japan

Penrith, Australia

Auckland,New Zealand

RENAULTSPORT
CLIO 200 CUP
£8500-11,500
Areallyenjoyableand predictable
car. Feelsathomeontrack,
especiallyinCupspec.

BMW E36

M3 EVO

£7000-10,000
Needsmodifyingtobeatitsbest
ontrack, butthere'sahugearray
of upgrades to choose from.

PORSCHE
BOXSTERS (986)
£6500-9500

Exquisite balance. Be careful,
though- they canbecome quite
expensivetorun.
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The world map of specialist
track car makers and tuners,
plus the best cars to buy
by Will Beaumont
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CATERHAM SEVEN
ROADSPORT

£17,000-19,000
Anex-Caterham Academy car, witha

1.6-litre Ford Sigma engine, would be
theideal Sevenforanintermediate.

RENAULTSPORT
MEGANE R26.R
£16,000-19,000

(Greatonroad, evenbetterontrack.
Possibly themostaccomplished
front-wheel-drivetrackday car.

NISSAN 3702
NISMO

£26,000-31,500
Lotsoffun,andthereareplenty of
upgrade parts fromthe JDMtuning
market shouldyouwishtomodifyit.

PORSCHE 911
GT3 RS (997.2)
£180,000-200,000
Porschesarealways goodon
track, butthismost focused of
Olisisamongtheverybest.

RADICAL RXC
SPYDER

£137,940

Winner of ourrecent Track Car of
the Yeartest (evo220). Exciting
andfast, with proper downforce.

ARIEL

ATOM 3.5R
£64,800
QOur2014TCotywinner.Doesn't
have therace-carfocusof the
Radical, butstillhardcore.
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The quickest way to go faster

Whether you’re a budding star or
a seasoned pro, there’s always room
for improvement.

No wonder so many professional
race instructors coach with

VBOX MOTORSPORT equipment. \
It’s the quickest way to go faster. RAC E LOG l C
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evo Subscription Offer

YOUR FREE GIFT DRIVEN NEW LOTUS EXIGE = ALPINA DS;:?;;.S\-;I}E-F‘|MT

VW Galf Clubzpart = ulti

This duo will leave your car’s paint scratch
free and restore your headlights back to life :
- subscribe today and receive yours FREE.

Apply QUIXX Paint Scratch Remover
to scratched areas, polish and watch the
scratch disappear. The quick and simple
two-step system will leave you with
professional, long-lasting results.

QUIXX Headlight Restoration Kit .. :
will restore your car’s foggy, cloudy or N ' & o his
yellowed plastic headlight lenses to like- 2 e et
new condition at a fraction of the cost of
replacing them.

YOUR GREAT DEAL

@ Your first 5 issues for just £5 then
save a further 11% on the shop price

@ FREE QUIXX Paint Scratch Remover
and Headlight Restorer

@ FREE delivery to your door

AVAILABLE IN... o ?_“i”..";","i.lJ

PRINT PRINT + DIGITAL

Quote offer code Quote offer code

D1605P D1605B
when you call or when you call or
order online order online

Order 5issues for £5,
then continue for just £23.99
every 6 issues by Direct Debit

Order 5 issues for £5, then continue
your subscription for just £28.99
every 6 issues by Direct Debit

For credit card payment options, visit www.dennismags.co.uk/evo

Gifts limited to the first 120 subscriptions. Please allow 28 days for delivery. Gift available to UK only. Alternative may be supplied.
evo digital edition is now available on iPad, iPhone, Kindle and Android devices.
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FREE

QUIXX Paint Scratch Remover
and Headlight Restorer

when you subscribe to eva magagzine

ORDERING IS EASY

Visit dennismags.co.uk/evo
ORCALL 0844 844 0039 :ncarramnicowr

Quoting |D1605P| for print edition only or quoting |D1605B | for print+digital editions
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Pick from a host of cracking magazines,
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THIS

CHEVROLET CAMARO Z/28 // SEAT LEON ST CUPRA 280 // PORSCHE 996 CARRERA //

NISSAN GT-R // BMW 730Ld M SPORT // JAGUAR F-TYPE R AWD // CATERHAM SEVEN 420R //

MONTH

NEW ARRIVAL

Honda
Civic Type R

Unashamedly ostentatious and now
with a turbocharger, Honda's latest
Type R arrives on the Fast Fleet

FORD ESCORT Mk2 // VOLKWAGEN GOLF R // FORD FOCUS ST TDCi ESTATE // McLAREN 6508

CONFESSION TIME. I'M
C not sure | ever really
got the big deal
about naturally aspirated VTEC
engines. Sure, the way the rate of
acceleration picked up for the last
couple of thousand revs towards the
red line was exciting enough, but |
couldn’t help feeling it was only so
because the 5000 or 6000rpm that
had come before had been so, erm,
ordinary.

The loss of that ‘VTEC rush’ with
the introduction of turbocharging
for the FK2 Civic Type Ris apparently
a cause for great mourning

among hot-Civic aficionados. For
me, though, the loss of nothing
happening for three-quarters of the
revrange only served to increase my
interest levels in this latest version.
[t certainly removed a possible
cause for hesitation when it came to
putting my name forward to run our
new long-termer. More performance,
more of the time? Yes please.

Our Civic arrived in mid-January
with 345 miles on the clock. The
Type R costs £29,995 basic, although
ours has been upgraded to GT spec,
which costs an extra£2300 and
adds a bunch of goodies. These
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Honda Civic TypeR

Above: two-tone interior mirrors vibe of the bombastic exterior; driving position is spot-on, firmly bolstered seats reassuringly supportive

include auto lights and wipers,
parking sensors, dual-zone climate
control, electrically folding door
mirrors, an upgraded sound system
and a bunch of driver-assisting
safety systems. For the paint | opted
for Misano Red, because, well, when
acar’s stylingis as bold as this, | can't
see the point in going for a shy and
retiring paintjob.

Ahyes, the styling. It is,
undoubtedly, going to be an
important part of this test. We've
become accustomed inrecent
years to hot hatches being rather
understated things. Last year |
ran one of the Honda's rivals as a
long-termer, a SEAT Leon Cupra 280
hatch, and brilliant though it was to
drive, 'm sure the majority of other
road users had no idea that they
were sharing tarmac with something
quite special. With the Civic, there is
no such ambiguity. Everyone notices
it. Infact it received its first full
head-turn from a pedestrian within
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two minutes of leaving the office car
park for the first time (and there are
no footpaths for the first minute and
a half). It’s going to be interesting to
see what other reactionsiit gets.

Looks aside, my first impressions
have been dominated by things
more closely related to the driving
experience. Gettinginto the Type R
you can't fail to notice how snugly
you are held by the seats, the thigh
supportsin particular being taller
and firmer than is the norm. On the
move, the ride is distinctly firm, and
that 306bhp engine has plenty of
mid-range torque (295Ib ft from
2500 to 4500rpm to be precise) and
emits a prominent pshhh sound into
the cabin whenever you lift off the
after building up some boost.

It all sets a tone that suggests
that while this car may do day-to-
day, that isn't its raison d'étre. How
well it does the purposeful hot hatch
thing, l am genuinely looking forward
to finding out. 3

‘We've become
accustomedin
recent years to hot
hatches being rather
understated things.
Not so with the Civic’

Dateacquired January 2016

Totalmileage 2015

Mileage thismonth 1670

Coststhismonth £0

mpgthismonth 30.2

Chevrolet
Camaro Z/28

What better machine
forice-driving than a
505bhp muscle car?

HAVING GOT THE
H ‘Redneck Enzo’ shod
inits snow boots and
then driven a good few miles
to scuff themin, I had to park
it. Why? Because | had to go to
California for a couple of weeks
of meetings, and suffer the
80-degree blue-sky days...
Luckily I got back to
Switzerland just in time for half-
term and skiing in Chamonix. The
Z/28's hoot is pretty big. Bigger,
infact, than a regular Camaro’s,
because GM took out all the
soundproofing to save weight
- very handy for gear.  hadn’t
fitted a proper skirack, though,
so | affixed some magnetic ones

| END OF TERM |
SEAT Leon
ST Cupra 280

It fitted our staff
snapper’s needs like a
glove, but now it’s gone

MY FAVOURITE

M long-termer to date
has sadly gone back

to SEAT. Truly, | enjoyed every
minute with this car. OK, maybe
not the time I had to change a
flat tyre in the rain on a busy
motorway, but generally speaking
the Leon ST Cupra was a great
car to live with. It took me all over
the UK in comfort, carrying all my
photography gear with ease and
transformingitselfinto a sports
car seemingly on command.




Chevrolet Camaro Z/28

Dateacquired June 2015

Totalmileage 5701

Mileage thismonth 8]

Coststhismonth £0

mpgthismonth 172

I'd bought for my Clio Trophy and,
voila, | was ready to take my son to
race training!

The Michelin Alpin winter tyres
have been great so far - grippy
enough on damp tarmac and
amazingly good on our snowy
driveway. Gently letting the clutch
out on tickover, avoiding any
throttle input, and not touching the
brakes, the Z/28 just rolls along,
the huge front splitter actingas a
snowplough. On snowy roads it’s
beenimpressive, but it’s hopeless in
deep slush (most things are).

Half-term turned out to be a good,

cold week, and the team at Circuit
Glace Flaine ice-driving school told
me they were going to close on some
evenings and take advantage of the
conditions to ‘make’ice. Naturally |
booked a spot on the next available
session after that, and knew | would
love every moment.

Driving on the ice, in the dark, in
a 7-litre muscle car was hilarious.
Almost as funny as the last time
we’d gone, when my son Monty got
his first drive ever in anything bigger
than a go-kart: a lightly ‘Brabused’

GL500. That time we had the circuit
to ourselves and kept driving until
one of the wheels literally fell off. It
wasn't the car’s fault. It seems some
local French voyous had loosened
the lugs to try to steal the wheels
while we were having a coffee!

Next morning was the first day of
the Chamonix World Cup downbhill,
and we'd managed to get a pass
to drive right to the bottom of the
race piste, ready to cheer on our
favourite local ski-team member,
Blaise Giezendanner - the son of
the insurance agent who covers the
7/28! The Kandahar Downhill, as the
race is known (after Lord Roberts of
Kandahar, who kind of invented the
sport —don't let any Continentals
tell you otherwise), is watched by
more than 200million people on TV
and considered one of the scariest
races in the world, with a 90-metre
jump over a drop, an 80-metre jump
over aroad and speeds of 86mph.
Racers notoriously don't sleep the
night before. Fast, scary and onicy
snow, it demands respect. Just like
the 7/28.

David Price

Everybody who drove the Leon
was surprised at just how good it
felt. The front end, for example,
turned in with heaps of feedback,
while the rear remained flat and
balanced, staying on line. The car’s
overall composure had a lot to do
with the electronically controlled diff
lock, which can deliver up to 100 per
cent of torque to the outside wheel
via a hydraulic clutch system.

The straight-line speed was
impressive, too, the 276bhp 2-litre
turbo engine powering the car to
62mphin 6.0sec. And there were
never any signs of torque-steer, even
with 258Ib ft starting at 1750rpm.

One of the more memorable trips
inthe Leon was on last year’s eCoty.
The endlessly changing Scottish
scenery allowed evo art director Rob
Gould and me to really see how the
car coped on everything from fast
A-roads to bumpy gravel tracks. We
covered more than 2000 miles and
had great fun along the way, the

only issue being a flapping section
of the plastic undertray (Rob’s
fault, promise) that we temporarily
repaired with gaffer tape (see below
right). The front brakes were also
always dazzlingly strong - as you
might hope - and showed no signs
of fading, even with two men and all
that equipment on board.

The Leon had it all: it was fun to
drive, was a sensible choice for my
needs, and looked and sounded
superb, in a subtle kind of way. It also
proved very reliable, requiring only
new tyres and a10,000-mile service
inthe time I had it. | loved it. B
Aston Parrott (@AstonParrott)

Dateacquired May 2015

Durationoftest 8months

Totaltest mileage 17998

Overallmpg 328

Costs £544.60 four tyres,
£179 service

Purchaseprice £32020

Trade-invalue £24,000

Depreciation £8020

SEAT Leon ST Cupra 280

L ﬁg‘h

www.evo.co.uk 135



suspension Setup, Bovingdon's«
s already tinkering againa. «

®

MUCH AS | DREAM OF
M owning an RSR with a full
roll-cage, 12-inch-wide
rear wheels and an exhaust note
measured on the Richter scale, the
truthis that my 996 is aroad car
first and foremost and | want it

to perform best on bumpy, crazily
cambered B-roads. Even so, the lure
of anodised suspension arms, stiffer
bushes and a GT3-style ride height is
strong. To recap, my car already has
Bilstein PSS10 adjustable suspension
—anupgrade by the previous

owner —and I've fitted stiffer, lighter
semi-solid RSS Tarmac Series engine
mounts. So it already drives with
more edge than a standard Carrera
but alovely fluency, too.

That fluidity is something I'm keen
tokeep, and so I'd ruled out doing
anything more to the suspension.
That was until late last year, when
| drove an early 996 GT3 owned by
photographer Antony Fraser. His car
is fitted with really trick Rennline
rose-jointed arms and various other
bits of pretty extreme componentry
and yet it still has that trademark
996 flow that I so love. In fact, it felt
so precise and controlled that | knew
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a few more tasty upgrades on my car
wouldn't hurt.

The simplest decision was to get
my Bilstein dampers reconditioned.
Bilstein UK offers a full rebuild
service where each damper is dyno'd
to checkits performance and then
stripped and fitted with new seals,
valves and shims; the internals are
also upgraded to the very latest
spec. If new rods are required there’s
a small additional cost and you can
ask for bespoke settings, too. At
£120 per damper for my PSS10s,
it's very cost effective. The work
is carried out at a huge facility in
Leicestershire where they're flat-out
rebuilding road and competition
dampers, which is pretty cool.

| asked Litchfield to carry out
the suspension work. Of course,
they're renowned GT-R specialists,
but I really admire the level of
professionalism that’s evident in
all of their work and they’ve got
a great relationship with Bilstein,
too. And because lain Litchfield
knows the top experts at Bilstein,
he could draw on their knowledge
for my 996. | even got to talk to
Jorg Hoffmann - Bilstein’s Porsche

Tknewthata
few more tasty
upgrades on my
carwouldn't hurt’

Dateacquired May 2013

Totalmileage 14546

Mileage thismonth 125

Coststhismonth £480 dampers
£489 bushes

mpgthismonth 278

guru - to discuss the perfect setup
(stay tuned).

With the suspension in bits,
| decided to fit Powerflex poly
bushes — the more aggressive Black
Series units. | spoke to Powerflex
directly and they allayed any fears
that the car would become too
harsh. Black Series bushes can be
30to 50 per cent stiffer than the
standarditems in certaininstances,
but for my 911 they’re 10 to 20 per
cent stiffer. Powerflex also offer a
front track control arminner bush
with adjustment to allow for more
camber, saving me the expense of
new adjustable top mounts.

The final upgrade was even more
cost effective. My car came witha
whole box of bits and bobs from the
previous owner, including a set of
blue anodised Agency Power rear
controlarms. So Litchfield are also
fitting these, which will help with
the final geometry settings and,
hopefully, create even more agility
and control. | can’'t wait to see if
the end result canreplicate that
amazing GT3...8
Jethro Bovingdon
(@JethroBovingdon)



Nissan GT-R

Nissan GT-R

Has our GT-R been
tickled? An independent
dyno session reveals all

Dateacquired November 2015
Total mileage 16,452
Mileage thismonth 831
Coststhismonth £0
mpgthismonth 196

e 1 L
N

IFTHERE'SACAR TO GET

I engineersriled, it’s the

GT-R. The famous
Porsche/Nissan spat from a couple
of years ago neatly summarises the
general narrative: A senior Porsche
figure stated that the GT-R they'd
bought wasn’t capable of the
Nurburgring lap times supposedly
achieved. Nissan, rather cheekily,
then publicly offered to put the
Porsche testers through its driver-
training scheme. The result? A lot of

noise but not much corroborative
evidence from either party.

I've heard the accusations a
million times myself off the record
fromall sorts of engineers, test
drivers and PR people. Do | care if
our 45th Anniversary car cando a
7min19sec lap around the Ring? Not
really. Does this press car have - as
many engineers and internet sages
would lead you to believe — about
4000bhp? That, | cananswer...

While picking up my Porsche 996
from Litchfield, | asked if they’d mind
sticking our GT-R on the dyno. No
problem, they said. They've seen
2015MY customer cars generally
running a little more than previous
years —in the 560-570bhp range
against a claimed 542bhp - so we'd
quickly see if my car was a bit hooky.
Before it arrived at evo it was figured
by another magazine and achieved
0-60mphin 3.1sec and 0-100mphin
7.2, which is staggering. So it’s quick,
but has the boost been tickled?

The anticipation as the car was
tethered in place with thick chains
(they’ve had cars running 1450bhp

onhere, soit pays to have sturdy
tethers) was unbearable. Were we
about to uncover some VW-style
scandal? Or at least a bit of gentle
cheating that would ignite araging
debate on the internet and make all
those engineers and PRs ring us with
asmug ‘l told you so'?

Erm, no. I thought our GT-R
sounded amazing on the MAHA dyno
but the guys described it variously as
‘tame’, ‘civilised’ and ‘so refined’. The
output was tame for this particular
dyno, t0o: 558.6bhp at 7065rpm and
480.9Ib ft at 3825rpm. Slightly above
the claimed 542bhp at 6400rpm and
466lb ft at 3200rpm, but well within
the normal range of new GT-Rs. Move
along, then. Nothing to see here. B3
Jethro Bovingdon
(@JethroBovingdon)

BMW 730Ld M Sport

Once a barge, always a barge? Not in this case

IT’'S BEEN A FASCINATING
I first month with the BMW
730Ld. As alluded toin last
month’s report, it’s the quality of the
driving experience that makes the
strongest impression, rather than
the extensive technology features.
So what impresses? Firstly,
the steering. Fluid, linear, evenly
weighted and precise, it allows you
to place the car with an accuracy
that belies its colossal size. How big?
At 5.25 metres longit’s longer than a
long-wheelbase Range Rover, and it’s
about the same width as an F12tdf.
The rear-steer intervenes subtly,
improving turn-in and creating quite
fantastic high-speed stability, while
the air-suspension matches the very,
very best for ride and handling. That
includes Bentley and Rolls-Royce.
Most importantly, the 7-series is
proving capable of dishing up pretty
solid driving thrills. Of course, it's not
acar to drive onits door handles, but

dialling in Sport mode and tackling a
series of bends is far from joyless.

Of the on-board tech, | don’t think
I'll ever mention the gesture-control
again because it does nothing that
the steering wheel buttons or voice-
control can’'t do more safely. | can’t
see how a Ul that asks the driver
to take their hand off the wheel
fulfils any need. A colleague argued
that perhaps BMW is preparing us
for gesture-control being part of
an autonomous future, but | figure
voice-control will be nailed by then.

On the positive side, the rear
tablet works brilliantly, as do the
on-board internet and HUD. Also,
thankfully, the owner’s manual
that’s buried in the iDrive is keyword
searchable and easy to use. And I've
been usingit rather alot.

Lastly, our car has suffered a crack
inthe windscreen. And thisisn't an
ordinary windscreen - it’s a ‘climate
comfort’ windscreen that reflects

certain wavelengths of sunlight. It’s
not exactly an off-the-shelf part, so
there’ll be a short wait before BMW
canreplaceit. 8

Nick Trott (@evoNickTrott)

Dateacquired December 2015

Totalmileage 7844

Mileage thismonth 1337

Coststhismonth £0

mpgthismonth 330
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NEW ARRIVAL

Kia Proceed GT

We liked our old Proceed GT so much, we've added a facelifted version to our fleet. Here’'s what’s new

DRIVING AROUNDIN A
D bright yellow hatchback
from South Korea might
once have been considered some
sort of embarrassing punishment
at evo. How times have changed.
The Kia Proceed GT you see here
is a thoroughly impressive device,
and its exterior hue a welcome dose
of brilliance on otherwise gloomy
winter mornings.

We've been here before, of course,
albeit inamore subdued hueand a
slightly different form. Around six
months ago we said goodbye to
our previous long-term Proceed GT
(evo 214). That car soaked up over
26,000 miles at the hands of editor
Nick Trott and later snapper Aston
Parrott. It also saw off the Focus ST
inour hot hatch test inissue 207 and
generally pleased us with its neat
styling, easy-driving demeanour and
comfortable, high-quality cabin.

Kia has since implemented a
small range of improvements that
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should make our latest acquisition
even better than its predecessor
andjustify its slight price increase
t0£23,105. There’s a new, higher-
pressure turbo, lowering the arrival
of the 1.6-litre engine’s 195Ib ft
torque peak by 250rpm to 1500rpm.
Peak power remains 201bhp at
6000rpm, but there appears to be
some extra fizz at the top-end.

Some credit for this should go to
the new sound generator. I'm fairly
open to the intangible value of such
devices, despite their fakery, and the
Proceed’s adds a welcome growl to
larger throttle openings, where the
old car simply buzzed. This GT feels
more enthusiastic, and while the
bare numbers have barely changed -
at 7.3sec to 62mph, it’s a single tenth
quicker than before - it's now more
rewarding to stir along.

The front tyres still relinquish their
grip quicker than some — whether
pointing into corners or accelerating
out of them (there’s still no limited-

This updated

GT feels more
enthusiastic, and
it's now more
rewarding to
stiralong’

Dateacquired December 2015

Total mileage 3799

Mileage thismonth 664

Coststhismonth £0

mpgthismonth 317

slip diff) - but this Proceed still
responds well to a smooth, flowing
driving style. It’s fairly foolproof if
you steer with fists of ham, too.

Inside, the steering wheel is
now flat-bottomed, which is mildly
irritating, but the slightly thicker,
squidgier rimis good to grasp. There
were few complaints of the old
stereo, but the new infotainment
system, complete with a 7-inch
touchscreen, works well and throws
in navigation for good measure.

And of course, there’s the way
our new Kia looks. Having not being
specified by Stuart ‘Fifty Shades’
Gallagher, it has a coat of Yellow
Flame rather than British Drizzle. It's
not as urbane as our black GT, but
eye-catching looks are surely part of
the hot hatch appeal.

Far from being a punishment, the
next 12 months in our yellow, South
Korean hatch are something I'm
looking forward to. B
Antony Ingram (@evoAntony)



Jaguar F-type R Coupe AWD

Jaguar F-type R Coupe AWD

A V8 Jag could be the perfect alarm clock —
assuming, that is, you want to be woken

| LIKE THE FACT THAT THE
I British Airways flights |
usually seem to catch

to and from Stuttgart have the
Porsche-appropriate numbers BA918
and BA919. What | like less is 918's
early departure time of 7.30am from
Heathrow Terminal 5. I've never
been one of those people capable
of leaping fresh-faced from under
awarm duvet. Several unsnoozable
alarms need to be set, particularly in
the depths of winter.

The most recent time this
happened, the knowledge that | was
going to see the new 911 R certainly
made getting up easier, but so did
the Jaguar. The heated seats are
spectacularly toasty, the heated
windscreen wonderfully convenient
and the heated steering wheel...
unexpectedly nice actually. The only
hot wheels I've ever seen the point
of before have been die-cast, but
the Jaguar’s hand-warming wheel is
extremely pleasing on a bitingly cold
day. The feeling of a thaw permeating
stiff fingers that have been chilled to
the bone is delicious, and somehow
it's exacerbated by the juxtaposition
of the cold metal shift paddles that
greet your fingertips on the back of
the wheel.

Talking of unsnoozable alarms,
| love the noise of the 5-litre V8

i ST

starting up. As reveilles go, | think it
is eminently preferable to bugles or
cockerels or Chris Evans. However,

at 4am I'm not sure my neighbours
shared my enthusiasm. It sounds like
the Jaguar’s exhaust is automatically
switched to its noisy mode for the
first few seconds of the engine
cranking into life, and although the
exuberant eruption settlestoa
discreet idle relatively quickly, by
then the damage is done. As lights
flicked on behind curtains and the
sound of a baby beginning to cry
drifted through the cold air, it seemed
best to make a sharpish getaway as
quietly as | could.

At least the all-wheel drive meant
there were no unseemly spinning
wheels on the frigid tarmac. I'm
actually beginning to appreciate
the AWD more and more, because it
undoubtedly brings a much greater
feeling of security to the car, yet it is
also still capable of being a bit unruly.
Just how unruly I'll examine in a bit
more detail next month. B3
Henry Catchpole
(@HenryCatchpole)

Dateacquired January 2016
Totalmileage 2692
Mileage thismonth 1188
Coststhismonth £0
mpgthismonth 26

Caterham Seven 420R

Caterham
Seven 420R

The Seven getson
track again, and then
gets upgraded

AWET-TO-DRY
A trackday really is a
marvellous thing. Just
when you think you've worked out
how much grip there is, or more
realistically how little, and you've
improvised your own unorthodox
line to avoid the really treacherous
bits, the conditions start to change.
You spot lighter patchesinthe
tarmac that weren't there a couple
of laps ago, then a dry line emerges.

That’s when you enter this
particularly interesting phase; you
candrive just as hard as you would
ona fully dry day, but get your line
fractionally wrong, or miss your
braking point by a couple of metres,
and you'll drop a wheel onto the
wet stuff and have a problem on
your hands. Tremendous stuff.

| only worked this out recently.
Mission Motorsport invited us to
one of its trackdays at Donington
Park and | took our Caterham for

arun out. For the first couple of
hours the circuit was desperately
slippery and Craner Curves was
taken with a great deal of caution,
and a couple of firm braking inputs,
in fourth gear.

Throughout the morning, though,
the circuit started to dry. Within
an hour there was a fully dry line
through Craners, and over a handful
of laps | built up my pace. Just
before the lunch break the 420R
would get through the sweeping,
tumbling sequence in fifth gear with
barely a lift. | don’t think it’s possible
to have more fun on a trackday!

Some idiot managed to flat-spot
the tyres at Donington, so we've
since had a new set of Avon ZZS
rubber fitted. Caterham has also
treated our 420R to a ‘flat-floor
setup’ to get all the corner weights
just right and, as you'll have
spotted, they also fitted roller barrel
throttle bodies. We'll report back
soon, but the first impressions are
very positive indeed. 83
Dan Prosser (@TheDanProsser)

Dateacquired August 2015

Totalmileage 4266

Mileage thismonth 211

Coststhismonth £44340tyres

mpgthismonth 265
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EScort R52000

Finally dolled up in new livery, Henry Catchpole’s
Escort is ready for a gravel test and a rally or two

NO DOUBT MANY OF

N you reading this have
applied an evo sticker to
the rear window of a car. I've stuck
numerous ones to bits of glass on
long-termers over the years and it is
always a nervous process. Will it be
straight? Will Imanage to keep the
air bubbles out of it? Is it the right
way up? On one occasion as | stood
back after 15 minutes to admire my
laborious handiwork, the answer to
all three questions was no.

In short, I would not be a suitable
candidate for employment at
Creative FX. Based in Bromley, they
are experts in vehicle graphics and
wraps. Seen a Mini with a fun-looking
roof? That was probably Creative
FX, as they are the official supplier.
The Citroén World Rally Team has
used them, as has the Skoda IRC
team. The chrome Bonneville Skoda
Octavia was a Creative FX project
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and, unbeknownst to me at the time,
they also applied the graphics to ‘my’
Suzuki Swift rally car back in 2008.
You might even remember the name
froma previous evo long-termer —
Nick Trott and Roger Green’s Radical.
This had a great livery designed for it
with the outline of different circuits
scattered all over the body. Sadly
the only people who ever got to see
it in the light of day were the thieving
ne'er-do-wells who pinched the car a
day after it had been done.

Anyway, a while ago | asked evo’s
readers to design a livery for my
Escort, and Mark Dyment’s winning
design has now been turned into
reality by the chaps in Kent. After
printing, it took about four hours to
apply the graphics. They use a 3M
vinyl, which is gently heated with an
industrial version of Dan Prosser’s
hairdryer, before being stuck on
and smoothed over the bodywork

The end result
looks even better
than | had hoped,
the design making
the Mk2 look much
tougher’

Date acquired - August 2011
Total mileage n/a
Mileage thismonth n/a
Coststhismonth £403 graphics
mpgthismonth n/a

and into any nooks or crannies.

The trickiest bit on the Escort was
apparently the lining up of the
bonnet to front wing transition, as
the front wheelarches also had to be
takeninto consideration.

The end result looks even better
than I had hoped, the design
somehow making the Mk2 look much
tougher —almost like it has been
arched. So far I've yet to splatter
mud all over it, but a few days after it
was completed, the car did find itself
parked in a field outside a large tent
as it adorned my wedding reception.
The (modest) plan for 2016 is to do a
test session and then plana couple
of gravel rallies. The Escort will
certainly now be much easier to spot
onastage, so | feel a certain amount
of pressure to make sure the driving
lives up to the livery. B3
Henry Catchpole
(@HenryCatchpole)



Volkswagen Golf R

Freshly beaten by the Focus RS,
our Golf R demonstrates where

it still has the upper hand

THE VOLKSWAGEN GOLFR
T is no longer evo’s four-
wheel-drive super-hatch
of choice. As you'll know if you read
Henry Catchpole’s group test last
month, the Golf R was dethroned
by the new Ford Focus RS (although
the VW did save face by taking care
of its more expensive in-house rival,
the AudiRS3).

As a Golf R driver (and apologist)
I was, of course, furious. How
could Catchpole have got it so
wrong? | can only assume the thin
Montserrat mountain air starved
his brain of oxygen and affected his
judgement. A Ford? Please...

In all seriousness, | have driven
the Focus RS and I reckonit’s
probably the right decision. | wasn't
on the group test myself, so I'll wait
until I've driven both cars back-
to-back on the same roads before
reaching my own conclusions, but

the Ford certainly is a very special
machine.

Catchpole and photographer
Aston Parrott shared the Golf R for
the monster 2000-mile round-trip
to Barcelona. Armed with aniPhone
stuffed full of Desert Islands Discs
episodes and a glovebox loaded with
Haribo, the dynamic duo dispatched
eachruninasingle hit. Catchpole
was so full of praise for the Ras a
long-distance device, in fact, that |
reckoned I'd struggle to get the keys
back upon his return.

Would the Focus RS have been so
amenable over such a long journey?
Will it prove to be as effective as
adaily driver as the Volkswagen?
Having now covered so many miles
inthe Golf R, I would be stunned
if the Ford manages to matchitin
this regard.

Although they look like direct
rivals on paper, | wonder just how

Volkswagen GolfR

much crossover there'll be between
Focus RS and Golf R buyer groups.

| could well imagine certain Ford
buyers thinking the VW deathly
dull, and some of the Golf R crowd
reckoning the RS to be decidedly
low-rent. B

Dan Prosser (@TheDanProsser)

Dateacquired September 2015
Totalmileage 1,234
Mileage thismonth 3988
Coststhismonth £0
mpgthismonth 313

Ford Focus ST TDCi Estate

Ford Focus ST TDCi Estate

Bags of torque but not
enough traction means
new rubber for our diesel

Dateacquired August 2015

Totalmileage 13,610

Mileage thismonth 552

Coststhismonth TBC

mpgthismonth 430

THESTHASPUTINALOT
T of miles recently. So many,
infact, that it was due a
service. Ford’s press office offered to
take care of the work, and thinking |
could kill two birds with one stone, |
also asked if they had a winter tyre
that | could try out.

I've been running Michelin Pilot
Sport 3 summer tyres, which, for
the most part, are fantastic. They
hold the Focus well in the corners,
grip strongly under braking, and are
much quieter on the road than Pilot
Sport 2s. It's just that, in this cold,
damp, British winter weather, the
lack of tractionin first and second
gears is starting to grate on me.

The diesel ST's 2-litre TDCi engine
isn't as frantic as the 2-litre turbo
four-cylinder EcoBoost unit in
the petrol ST, and that’s reflected
inits performance figures. The
petrol engine produces 247bhp and

265Ib ft, giving 0-62mph in 6.7sec
(6.5sec if you opt for the hatchback
rather than the estate). Our diesel
has 182bhp, 295lb ft and takes 1.6
seconds longer to reach 62mph. The
numbers don't lie, but the diesel

still feels quick off the mark and is
currently struggling to get the power
down when leaving the lights.

Thankfully the guys at Ford said
they had some Michelin Pilot Alpins
available. These winter tyres should
provide better handlingin cold
conditions and deliver more traction
onsnow andice. On snow — not likely
now, admittedly - they claim to
offer considerably shorter stopping
distances than a summer tyre.

I'll let you know the financial
damage once the work is done.
Hopefully the ST will be better suited
to the bad weather and | can get
back to enjoying driving it. B3
Sam Riley (@samgriley)
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Showroom Products

Furniture

care and repair

LEATHER CARE & REPAIR SPECIALISTS

covers

77777777 2 2 Z 7777777777

* SCUFFS, SCRATCHES, RIPS, STAINS & BURNS * COMPLETE RESTORATION OR COLOUR CHANGE
* CLASSIC & MODERN CARS ° DIY CLEANING, REPAIR & RESTORATION KITS AVAILABLE
* NATIONWIDE LEATHER REPAIR BRANCHES

Furniture Clinic, Unit 10, Hobson Industrial Estate, Burnopfield, Newcastle Upon Tyne, NE16 6EA
tel: 0844 879 3691 fax: 01207 270 940 email: enquiries@furnitureclinic.co.uk web: www.furnituredinic.co.uk

PROTECT AND
PRESERVE YOUR
PAINTWORK
THIS SEASON

The ultimate in car cover protection. Indoor and
outdoor car covers, tailor made to your pride and joy.

Call our team on 01943 864 646
Email info@specialisedcovers.com
Visit

Handmade * Non-contact * Retractable

A5

Bespoke Car Covers

* Non-contact design * Fitting included
¢ Choice of sizes (UK Mainland Only)
and colours * Free Delivery

Official Suppliers to: Follow us on

6880 BENTLEY EQPI-EAIN k‘ u n E

All manufacturers catered for. Offer code EVO-2016

www.geetrac.com f

(Gt PROTECTALL

Check out our amazing website.

for less than it normally costs to refurbish just one!

Protect your wheels from kerb damage

Suits 98% of wheel and tyre combinations
Tyres can be changed with AlloyGators in place
Suitable for run-flat tyres
Protects tyre wall from damage

ENHANCE

Call for Carbon Fibre Work, Chassis Repairs,
Servicing, Mechanical Rebuilds, Restoration,
Paintwork, Interior Trim and Crash Repairs.

: For more information please visit E. E
Contact 0044 0 208 941 3510 N L
141, Molesey Avenue, West Molesey, ALLOYGATOR www.alloygator.com |35
Surrey KT82RY WHEEL PROTECTION or call us on 08450 707078 E
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McLaren
650S Spider

It seems McLaren knows
how to build a supercar
for use on a daily basis

| WAS ORIGINALLY QUITE
I hesitant to trade in the
McLaren 12C Spider for the
650S Spider. | really wasn't sure the
upgrade would be worth the cost, as
the 12C was already very, very good.
Eight monthsin, however, | am
delighted | took the plunge. While
none of the changes are dramatic,
together they add up to a car that is
simply that bit better at everything
it does. The other bonus has been
complete reliability and a noticeable
lack of any unexpected mystery
warning lights (which are a staple
of the Ferrari experience). Even the
notorious IRIS infotainment system
has yet to throw a tantrum.
Initsrole as a daily driver, the
650S continues to perform with
distinction. The short stretch
of highway on my commute is
currently being expanded and
the construction has left the road
surface quite chewed up in places.

While | can see other cars bouncing
around, the McLaren’s suspension
soaks it up. The construction has
also resulted in a hairpin ramp that
connects two highways being cut
to one lane before it drops you right
into the flow. Given the tightness of
the corner, nearly everyone takes the
ramp at 25-30mph, which presents
quite a challenge as you need to then
merge with traffic moving at 60mph.
The 650S handles the turn easily at
50mph, so merging is no problem.
The 650S has also become my

default choice for airport runs and
even for smaller supermarket trips.
Whoever designed the car’s front
boot did a great job, as it will easily
swallow a cartful of groceries or
any bag that will fit in the overhead
locker onaplane.

The fairly fruitless search for great
driving roads in my part of the States
continues, with the 650S getting
the majority of the Sunday-morning
calls to duty. With the mercury here
bouncing all over the place recently,
the McLaren’s brilliance in both roof-

up and roof-down configurations
has made it an easy choice to take
on these drives. In fact, of all the
supercars | have used as daily drivers
over the years, the 650S is easily my
favorite... so far. 8

Secret Supercar Owner
(@SupercarOwner)

Dateacquired July 2015
Totalmileage 1865
Mileage thismonth 362
Coststhismonth £0
mpgthismonth 185

Skoda Octavia vRS Estate

Skoda
Octavia VRS

Our diesel vRS Estate
finds another fan

I'VE MADE SO MANY TRIPS
I to studios to present ‘evo
Unwrapped'’ videos this
month that I've needed a bigger car
to transport camerakit, hence why
I'm writing this Octavia VRS report.
If you've not seen these videos yet,
head to our YouTube channel. The

BMW M4 GTS film is a highlight, not
least for the trousers I'm wearing.

Putting my sartorial issues aside,
the Skoda has been fantastic. |
have to echo regular keeper Stuart
Gallagher’s observation that it has
cavernous interior space. We've
transported a huge steady-camrig,
bags of lenses and a rucksack full of
cameras, with room to spare.

What I've loved the most, though,
are the seats. My MX-5 has gradually
been damaging my back, its pedal
offset just starting to grind a little on
longer journeys. The Skodais perfect
—there’s plenty of seat bolstering
and you can sit upright and get close
to the wheelinreal comfort.

Theidea of a diesel DSG VRS
doesn’'t appeal to me, as it sounds
like it’s getting away from what a vRS
should be all about, as discussed by
Stuart last month. Driving the car

shows things to be alittle different
for me, however. It’s smooth, with
plenty of torque, and combined with
the comfort and space, it feels like
a baby Audi Avant. If you're after
something functional and fast, why
wouldn't you get the diesel VRS
estate? The petrol equivalent has
more character, but near-50mpg on
the motorway is a strong persuader.
Ultimately, the motor is powerful
enough, the chassis is firm without
being so stiff that comfort is
compromised, and the amount of
space on offer is remarkable. B3
Hunter Skipworth
(@HunterSkipworth)

Dateacquired October 2015
Totalmileage 9466
Mileage thismonth 632
Coststhismonth £0
mpgthismonth 399
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Subaru Imprez

Its still going strong, and
for sale. Definitely. Do

[T'SABLOODY STUPID,

I irrational type of love, this
love for cars. I've owned
my Subaru Impreza Turbo for just
over 14 months, and for 11 of those
the car didn’t move. Parked outside
our office, | looked at it with scorn
because it broke down before | even
drove it. ‘How dare you?’ | would say,
forgetting that cars are not in fact
human but the most extraordinary

mix of metals, fluids, electronics
and gears, and the fact that this all
coalesces into motion at all is some
kind of miracle (especially when the
car has done 107,000 miles and has
clearly been ‘enjoyed’ in the past).

Then, behold, last November |
poured some Steel Seal into the
engine and the Impreza fired up, and
stayed fired up — without catching
fire. Result. linsured it, taxed it,

replaced the radiator and water
pump and then spent three months
experiencing a quite intense affair.
Shamefully, I'd forgotten why |
bought it, but it all came back. The
noise, the suspension fluidity, the
torque, the wonderfully neutral
handling, the Colin McRae, but
ultimately the fact that nothing
feels quite like a ‘classic’ Impreza.
And in this day of the increasingly

Subaru Impreza Turbo

homogenised driving experience,
this was a thing to treasure.

Yes, by now it owed me £3200,
and yes, there was some rust over
areararch, and the bodywork and
interior could be best described
as ‘tatty’, but to drive it was
magnificent. Boy were we making
up for lost time. | got up early on
icy mornings. | sought out greasy
roundabouts, long sweepers and
left-over-crest-maybes.

But it has to go. We have to part
ways. That bitch of an air-cooled 911
needs my attention. And despite the
pure joy I've experienced slithering
about inthe Impreza, the 911is my
first and oldest love and it needs me
back. Well, it needs my wallet back.

For sale. One deeply loved, blue
(with gold wheels) Impreza Turbo.
Taxed and MOT’d. £2000. Sob. 3
Nick Trott (@evoNickTrott)

Dateacquired January 2015
Total mileage 107,661
Mileage thismonth 611
Coststhismonth £0
mpgthismonth n/a

Porsche 911 SC

Porsche
911SC

And here’s where the
Scooby sale funds will go

THE SC ENGINE REBUILD
T continues. To recap, six
bent exhaust valves last
year meant an engine-out rebuild -
and of course an excuse to improve
performance. The aimis to make the
existing 3-litre unit the best it can be
without increasing displacement.
The first job has been to ‘flow’, or
‘boat-tail’, the case. Much is made
of flowing the cylinder heads, but if
gases can move freely deep down
inthe case, then further efficiencies
can be found. ‘As the piston travels
back down the barrel, the air it
displaces has to move within the
case, so flowing aids this, explained
RPM Technik’s technical chief, Ollie
Preston. There is a word of warning,
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though. The webs that are flowed
contribute to the strength of the
case. Go too far with the flowing and
they can crack. ‘Youreally cannot
overdo it, said Preston, ‘so we always
make sure we hand finish.

Continuing the ‘breathing’ theme,
| asked RPM to look into my SSI
exhaust system to check that it's
in good nick and is the best option
when combined with the other
mods. The car was fitted with this
system when | bought it.

The answer was a resounding
‘yes’, thankfully. ‘The SSI exhaust and
heat exchangers are like the early 911
system, explained Preston, ‘and they
basically get rid of the pre-silencer at
the side. The key benefits are a freer
flowing exhaust, less weight, and a
better sound. They’re also stainless.

I'm starting to get anidea of the
parts | may need to complete the
rebuild. It’s quite a list, but there’s
no point in scrimping at this stage
because | don't want to crack open
the engine again, so it looks like I'll
need gasket sets, plugs, air and oil

filters, exhaust guides, piston rings
and possibly inlet guides, cams and
rocker arms. And even if valves aren’t
bent, they often need replacing due
to wear on the stems. ‘This is pretty
much the norm,” explained Preston.
Lastly, as the engine build
continues, for some stupid reason |
find myself thinking more about the
SC’s exterior. In that respect, does
anyone know a good bodyshop with
experience of Porsches? B3
Nick Trott (@evoNickTrott)

Above: the cylinder
case before (left)
and after the webs
were ‘boat-tailed’
for smoother air
movement

Dateacquired March 2014
Totalmileage 90993
Mileage thismonth 0
Coststhismonth TBC
mpgthismonth n/a







TRIED

& TESTED

BG RACING BILLET
CAMBER/CASTOR
BUBBLE GAUGE
£155.99 b-gdirect.com

AUTOGLYM INTERIOR
SHAMPOO
£7.29 autoglym.com

Despite my best efforts, | still
managed to get oily fingerprints on
my roof lining. | wore brand-new
gloves but still picked up dirt from
somewhere and transferred it onto
the off-white lining. The felt-like
material seemed to absorb the grime
and | thought the lining was ruined.

Afew sprays of Autoglym’s Interior
Shampoo, though, and all my worries
were gone. It didn't require much
elbow grease either: a spray, a light
brush, a wipe with a damp cloth and
the oily marks were gone. It didn't
quite get rid of all of the stains: some
of the marks that have been there
for years won't disappear, but they're
now no longer as obvious. WB
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This BG Racing gauge uses spirit-level-
type gauges to measure your camber and
castor. It's made from billet aluminium
and looks and feels like a top-quality item.
The bubble gauge doesn’t provide the
most accurate reading, but it’s enough to
be able to match the angles on each side.
However, the gauge can only really be
usedin conjunction with alot of other bits
of equipment that BG Racing also sells.
As the gauge mounts to the wheel with
magnets, it doesn't attachitself onto

The best motoring products, put
through their paces by the evo team

most alloy wheels. Ideally, you'd use a hub
mount to support the car rather than the
wheels, so you could attach the gauge

to the steel hub. To measure castor, you
need to turn the wheel exactly 20 degrees.
Not the steering wheel, but the actual
wheels. For this you'llneed some turn
plates for the wheels to sit on, too.

It's agreat itemto add to an already
well-equipped workshop, but not that
useful for your average trackday punter.
Will Beaumont (@WillBeaumont)

3M SCOTCH WATER-
RESISTANT BLUE
MASKING TAPE
£3.36 3mdirect.co.uk

Youmay have heardit called ‘scene
tape’. It's the blue masking tape you

see adorning the fronts of cars being
driven to shows. Or plastered all over
the wide arches of immaculately
restored Californian long-hood 911s that
occasionally take to the track.

I've been using it to surround any area
of my BMW 2002 I've been working on. My
biggest fear is slipping with a screwdriver
or dropping a bit of trim onto my new
paintwork. The tape has a spongy feel to
it, which helps absorb any impacts. It's
also much harder to tear than normal
masking tape —only slightly inconvenient
when grabbing a new length, but brilliant
at resisting being torn by sharp objects.
It has alow-tack adhesive, so it doesn’t
leave any nasty residue behind once
you've removed it. | can now relax when
workingonmy car. WB

‘MASERATI - ALL THE CARS’
€18 giorgionadaeditore.it

If you've ever doubted the concept of ‘car
as art’, Gianni Cancellieri’s book might
convince you otherwise. Partly because
Maseratihas created a great many cars
inthe past that, if mounted ona plinth,
could pass for art at the most stringent of
galleries, and partly because every page
features a wonderful profile illustration (by
Michele Leonello) of the cars.

There’s detailed technical data, too,
anda summary of each car’s story. Every
caris covered, from the 1926 ‘Tipo 26" to
the Alfieri and Levante concepts, and even
outliers such as the 1967 Cooper-Maserati,
and Citroén’s glorious SM.

Antony Ingram (@evoAntony)




=-BTCC 2016 is go
at Brands Hatch!

= Exciting new Subaru
line-up set to threaten
champions Honda

= Former champion
Andrew Jordan joins
pacesetters Motorbase

SAVE UP TO £13
BOOK ONLINE IN ADVANC!

Adult Admission (online) f11*
Weekend Admission (online) £33*
Grandstand Seating FROM £5
Children under 13 FREE

0843 453 9000
brandshatch.co.uk °

* Advance tickets available until midday Wednesday 30 March. Postagefee applies.

Calls will cost 7p per minute plus your telephone company’s access charge.

P}

CHAMPIONSHIP

Also Featuring:
Renault UK Clio Cup

g Michelin Ginetta GT Supercup
BRANDS HATCH .
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Porsche Carrera Cup GB
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2 BrandsHatch

MSA British Touring Gar Championship

ADULT RACEDAY TICKETS FROM £19,*
CHILDREN UNDER 13 GO FREE

SUPPORT FROM:

GINETTA GT5 CHALLENGE
CATERHAM SUPERLIGHT R300
MINI SE7ENS, MINI MIGLIA + MORE

Championship N/ Wl srcmvase BrandsHah:h MOTORSRORT VISION RACING
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*Online advance tickets available until midday Wednesday 13 April 2016. Postage fee applies. Calls will cost 7p per minute plus your telephone company’s access charge. Artwork: Jake Yorath * YORATH.CO




MCGU‘ ; K J.P'McGurk Ltd, 6 Brook Business Park, Brookhampton Lane, KinetonCV35 OJA
PERFOAMANCE CARS
V E-Mail: sales@mcgurk.com W McGurkCars | § McGurk Performance Cars
Tel:

Aston Martin VB, 1978
Mileage 120,672
£99,850

We want to buy your Aston Martln

Aston Martin £46,850 Aston Martin £59,850 Aston Martin £45,850 Aston Martin £44.850
V8 Vantage Year: 2007 V8 Coupe 2012 VB Vantage r: 2007 DEB Coupe Year: 2007
Mileage: 23,100 Mileage: 7,700 ile 32, Mileage: 31,980

Aston Martin Specialist Servicing

Our Independent Aston Martin servicing department offers the
latest factory approved Aston Martin Diagnostic System (AMDS),
factory trained technicians with years of experience and genuine
Aston Martin parts. We are the only independent specialist in

the UK to own the AMOS systern, we are equipped with specialist
tools and have Aston Martin Tech support to help give us the
depth of knowledge needed for these special cars. We cater

for everything Aston Martin and although not authorised by the
factory we want to be and our effort is clear to see.

If your car requires a service please contact our
Workshop Manager Paul Ennis for a quote.
Tel: 01926 6391000 or E-mail service@mcgurk.com
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HE ‘VH’ PLATFORM THAT HAS
(] - e —
A N A LY I - underpinned almost every production Aston Martin
since 2004 is evolving once again with the recently
N E w_ E R A revealed DB11. In various forms the platform has red S

almost the entire Ulrich Bez era, and during this per .

_ there have been some fine cars.and more specificall -‘s'c?m;:“\ ——

: ndmg Aston Martins — and theyﬁnsguu\st_be e

affordable than you think. -
If we discount the original Vanquish for belng the
~ bridge between the old and new worlds, then the first of
‘Gaydon’ cars to consider is the DB9 LIS easy to forget .
a sensation this V12- engme cated back in
in its smooth form lie
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anything that has come along since,
it also gives the car a timeless appeal.
Decent examples have certainly
stopped depreciating, and some
experts will argue they’re on a gentle
rise. It’s not easy to find something
worth buying below £40,000, while
later, 2009MY-on cars, with 470bhp
(up from 450) and various other
changes, start at around £55,000.
The latest, 2013MY-on version, with
510bhp, begins around £90,000

The DBY’s little brother, the V8
Vantage, arrived in 2005 and caused
grown men to sigh pathetically with
its handsome, chiselled design. They
tend to be hardy things, and save for
the electrolytic corrosion issues that

‘We may well
be seeing

a slice of
motoring
history slip
away’

NOW BUY ONE

DB9
£47950

A2007MY DB registered in 2006, this
attractive example is finished in special-
order Mendip Blue with a Sandstorm and

Caspian Blue interior. Just 20,600 miles
recorded, and options include the Linn
950W hi-fi system, although there’s always
the V12 tolistento as well...

nicholasmee.co.uk
02087 418822

affect the VH cars with age, they’re
a reasonably safe bet. The market
for these seems to be fairly static at
the moment, which is good news
because you should be able to own
one for a while and get back at least
what you paid for it. Decent early
V8s start at £35,000 — considerably
more than the equivalent Porsche
997 Carrera S. As a rule of thumb,
the best early 4.3-litre cars reach
into the £40,000 bracket, then nice
2009 4.7-litre cars are in the high-
£40,000 region; the N400 special
edition can command even more,
but our experts are split on whether
it's worth the extra over a decent
4.7. The Vantage S is a considerable
leap upwards, costing more than
£60,000. And as for the ultimate
Vantage, the V12 (and Sportshift
V12 S), there are plenty of signs this

V8 VANTAGE ROADSTER
£45,850

This Onyx Black Roadster was registered
inlate 2007 but is to 2008MY spec. It'sa
4.3-litre car with the Sportshift auto 'box,
as many Roadsters were so configured.
This one has done 32,600 miles and has
been sold by McGurk in the past. Extras
include19-inch alloys.

mcgurk.com
01926 691000

willbevery sought afterin the future.
Just consider the combination of
glorious good looks, a large naturally
aspirated V12 in a small car, and a
stick and three pedals to change gear
with. One day the £80,000 entry fee
will seem laughably cheap.

The DBS was the first of the
VH cars to suffer from a form of
identity crisis. Ostensibly a spiritual
successor to the original Vanquish,
but in reality more like a DB9 GT
and then some, the early manual-
gearbox versions are tipped by some
to be future classics. Whatever the
reality, these supercoupes are deeply
loveable things and also have that
James Bond factor, which won’t do
values any harm in the future. Black
and the Bond-spec grey are popular
colours, with later auto ’box cars also
keenly sought after. Specialists such

DBS
£89,995

ALightning Silver DBS with black aniline
leather interior and Alcantara headlining.
This rare manual car looks very striking
withits 20-inch wheels finished in
titanium. It has recorded just 13,000 miles
since first registrationin 2009, and has a
full Aston Martin dealer service history.

bhpmsport.com
08452241968

Above: DB9's simple
lines are preferable to
the DBS’s beefed-up
stance to many. Above
right: V12 Vantage set
for collector status.
Below: early DB9 put
out a healthy 450bhp

RAPIDE S
£89,950

A 2013 Rapide Sona 63 plate, this example
is finished in Lightning Silver with an
Obsidian Black leather interior. It has just
4500 miles showing and benefits from
an Aston Martin warranty until October
of this year. It also has the rear-seat
entertainment package fitted.

romansinternational.com
01737749415




as McGurk Performance Cars (see
Expert View) report that supplies
are currently limited, with values
starting at £80,000.

The short-lived Virage of 2011
was arguably a VH car too far, but it
does have a following. Values have
remained static over the past couple
of years, with prices similar to those
of 2013 DB9s. It’s the look of a new
DB9 for a lot less money.

And the Rapide? Like most big,
luxurious four-door cars, the limo-
that-isn’t-really has suffered chronic
depreciation. Whatever you think
about the design, noise, performance
or dynamics of the Rapide and
Rapide S - and they're all very
palatable — it simply isn’t very good
at carrying four adults in comfort.
However, view the car as a high-
performance 2+2 GT, perhaps for a
family with two young children, and
suddenly it makes sense, offering
more driver appeal than most
Porsche Panameras, let alone a diesel
S-class. Suddenly, £60,000 for an

SUMMARY

The oft-heard jibe that all Astons
from this era look the same could
one day be replaced with flowery
prose about how this was a glorious
time for the marque. Certainly, the
company made many more cars than
ever before. Many models crossover
in value, too, so it’s about considering
what you want to use the car for, and
what it is about it that you find special.

‘There are no turbos here — these
cars are a dying breed,’ laments Aston
specialist Nicholas Mee, and viewed
as such we may well be seeing a slice
of motoring history slip away right
from underneath our noses.

From the howl of the Vantage’s
boisterous V8 to the crackle of
the fabulous V12 on the overrun,
whatever criticisms can be levelled at
these cars, a lack of an emotive aura
isn’t one. For that reason alone, and
with values stable or on the rise, now
may be just the right time to become

Expert view

NICHOLAS MEE

Aston Martin specialist

‘The V8 Vantage is currently a lot of
car for the money. The V12 Vantage,
meanwhile, | call “the quickest
200mph hatchback”, and there are
not many V12s you can crawl around
town in but then be as quick as you'd
ever need in the real world. They're
£75,000-plus now, although the Sis
still coming down a bit.

‘The DB9 had a gradual evolution
over the years. | think one day it’ll
be down to what people prefer:
some will want the early type for the
design, others the late cars.

‘The DBS commands £80,000 and
upwards now. While the manuals are
sought after, plenty want the auto.’
nicholasmee.co.uk
0208 7418822

JOHN McGURK

Aston Martin specialist

‘People are now realising the DB9 is
a beautiful car, and we're seeing a
slight increase in value for them -
five per cent last year, but only for
the good cars. It’s quite a reliable
car; only silly things go wrong.

‘Good early V8 Vantages start at
£35,000 and they’re selling like hot
cakes at the moment - we can’t get
enough of them.

‘The DBS has great residuals -
they’re £80,000 and upwards now
- but there’s alack of choice on the
market. I'm a big fan of the Virage,
and values have remained static for a
couple of years, but the Rapide is the
hottest car on the market: they're
great value, and one to watch.’
mcgurk.com

early Rapide looks tempting. an Aston Martin owner. 01926 691000
‘I BOUGHT ONE’ THE SPECIALIST EVO ROAD TESTER
CHRIS STERN BRYAN McMORRAN STUART GALLAGHER

V8 Vantage Roadster & DBS

‘Ihad a V8 Vantage Roadster for four years
and took the mileage up to 70,000; I've
now got a DBS. | use it every day — what a
joy! Onarun | get the same mpg fromthe
DBS as the V8, but | get much less around
town. It's awesome.

AstonMartin specialist

‘| think there will be renewed interested in
the VH cars with the launch of the DBII. The
V8 Vantage has pretty much bottomed

out - I can’t see them getting to old Boxster
money. DBS manuals and V12 Vantage
manuals are the two toreally watch.

The DBS s hard to ignore, for that V12 and
the blend of Vanquish exclusivity and DB9
civility. Using a Rapide as a 2+2 GT appeals;
for the money there is no better-looking
saloon. But it’s the V8 Vantage that offers
so much for solittle. A 911 may be more
resolved but we'llhave a 4.7 V8 please.

@ NEWS ROUND-UP

THE PERFECT
EVOLUTION 11?

Last month a Mercedes
190E 2.5-16 Evolution Il
sold at auction for an
astonishing £292,500.
The Evo Il was the most
extreme road-going 190E
that Mercedes built and,
as with the Evo I, only 502
were made. This example
had covered just 1723 miles
and Silverstone Auctions
described it as ‘the best
Evo Il we have ever seen!’

BMW’S EU CONCERN
BMW has written to the
employees at its Rolls-
Royce and Mini factories to
warn them of the possible
effects of Britain leaving
the European Union. On
June 23 there will be a
referendum on whether the
UK should remain in the EU.
BMW fears that, without a
free movement of people
within the EU, knowledge
transfer within its business
could be affected.

PETER VARDY
BRANCHES OUT

Peter Vardy, the Scottish
car dealer group, has
launched a new dealership
specialising in classic cars.
Based in County Durham,
itis called Peter Vardy
Heritage and carries the
tagline ‘iconic investments’.
Its current stock includes
classic Porsches, Lancias
and - the marque the Peter
Vardy group is best known
for - Jaguars.
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m 0% APR 50/50 finance over 24 months available on selected models*

L // 7/ )‘/ Will pay up to full retail price for any part exchange
) }

r{ against selected new car stock

S@@F—BT 01483 286483 * Epsom Road, West Horsley, Surrey KT24 6DG

www.bellandcolvill.co.uk = enquiries@bellandcolvill.com
L, : [

e

Fuel Consumption (mpg [1/100 km]) Urban 19.5 - 21.1 (14.5 - 13.4)
Extra Urban 37.2-39.8 (7.6-7.1) Combined 28.0-30.1 (10.1-9.4)CO2 emissions 235-219 g/km

*Finance is available to UK residents-aged 18 years or over, subject 1o status. Dffers may be varied or withdrawn st any time. Prices cormect at time of Mot availsble b with any other offers:
Offer s anly available through Lotus Finance provided by Black Hovse Limited, St 'Williarm House, Trasillian Terrace, Cardiff, CF10 SBH. Fease consult Bell B Colviltfor an exact quotation. Offer Ends: 31st March 2016,




USED RIVALS:
SIX-CYLINDER
SPORTS COUPES

by Adam Towler

hree distinct coupes from the early

l 2000s, each with its naturally

aspirated six-cylinder engine in a

different configuration and location: vee, flat
and in-line; mid, rear and front.

There’s no denying the appeal of the NSX’s
VTEC V6, or its superlative gearchange.
Rising prices reflect that. Earlier examples,
with the pop-up lights, are more plentiful
than later, fixed-light cars (2002-2005).

Market

The 996 is a more familiar sight, with
plenty now in ‘bargain Porsche’ territory.
However, the Carrera 4S, with its wide-
arched Turbo body and four-wheel drive, has
always been sought after; drive one and you'll
realise why this car was so lauded when new.

The M Coupe is the real oddball here, a
mix of relatively crude underpinnings, weird
styling and a hardcore engine. Love it or
loathe it, it’s an unforgettable experience.

REO2 KNO |
HONDA NSX PORSCHE 996 CARRERA 4S BMW M COUPE
Engine V6, 3179cc Flat-six, 3596cc In-line 6-cyl, 3246cc ("S54’ engine)
Power 276bhp @ 7300cpm 316bhp @ 6800cpm 321bhp @ 7400cpm
Tocque 2241b £t @ 5300cpm 2731b ft @ 4250cpm 2581b ft @ 4900cpm
Weight 1410kg (196bhp/ton) 1495kg (218bhp/ton) 1375kg (237bhp/ton)
0-60mph 5.5sec (claimed) 5.1sec (claimed) 5.3sec (claimed)
Top speed 168mph (claimed) 174mph (claimed) 155mph (limited)
On sale 1997-2005 (266bhp 3.0 engine until 1997) 2002-2004 1998-2002 (317bhp 3201cc S50 until 2000)
evo rating  Yekokkok 2.8.0.0.9,9 2.8.0.0.0/¢
I
‘I BOUGHT ‘I've currently got three Honda NSXs, and have ‘Afriend lent me his Boxster S for six months, and ‘| have alow-mileage S50-engined car in black. I've
ONE’ owned six in total. I've bought and run many after that | just had to have a Porsche in my life. My never seen another one on the road, and you get an
different cars apart from these Hondas, but I've 996 C4S has done 115,000 miles but the engine just amazing response from other road users — thumbs
still never driven anything that matches the NSX for sings. I've tracked it and toured in it. It wants to be upandsoon. It’s tiny, and feels almost like a toy
pure driving pleasure. I've never had any problems driven hard all the time and there’s so much traction. car frominside. It feels very connected to drive.
with them, either, and there really is nothing | dislike. This or my Aston Martin V8 Vantage? The Porsche Everythingis very precise, and the engine has a
Neil Shaw everytime. Paul Southouse lovelyrasp. Alex Read
I
EXAMPLES 2000 £65,000 2003 £21,995 2002 £27995
Private sale Strasse Munich Legends
Pop-up headlights and the AC4Sinsilver witha A Sapphire Black car with
3.2-litre engine. Manual grey leather interior. In the S54 engine and 92k
transmission with 37,700 desirable coupe/manual- miles - described as being in
miles on the clock. gearbox configuration. ‘excellent mechanical order’.
I
BUYING ‘Values have been appreciating strongly over the ‘These are fantastic cars, and offer unbeatable ‘Look for VANOS oil leaks and big-end bearing wear
ADVICE past three years, but a good NSX s still much better value for money given the performance and driving on the engines. Most have the earlier S50 engine;
value than the equivalent Ferrari — and you can use experience. There are a few well-documented S54s arerare. The rear diff mounting bracket breaks,
it whenever you like without fear it’s going to break engine issues, and our best advice is to assume andrear subframe bushes wear out. Windows
down or rot away. While basic servicingis not dear, you'll need to do something one day, so keep a slush sometimes jam and arattle is often heard from
NSX-only parts can be expensive. £1000 per year to fund available in case. They were expensive new, the rear damper top mounts. It can be hard to
runis realistic. Beware accident damage and watch and do cost money to run. Eventually a suspension get comfortablein these cars, and watch out for
the provenance of imported cars.’ refreshis worthwhile but allin all they are terrific. accident damage, too.
Graham Horgan, plansperformance.com Grant Pritchard, hartech.org Jags Bhamra, bmsport.com
THEEVO
CHOICE This was animpossible decision in the evo office. We In this company the 996 plays it safe. It's the life as easily as the Porsche for similar reasons

could build a strong case for each of the three: the
NSX for its iconic status and brilliance, the Carrera
4Shbecause it is the best 996 this side of a GT3,and
the M Coupe because it’s fantastically bonkers and
atrue one-off.

most predictable package and you know exactly
what you are getting: a car that’s incredibly well
supported in the specialist network, ticks every
driver’s box and will always be in demand. And
despite its looks, the M Coupe would slip into your

(bar the last, perhaps). The NSX would take the
biggest leap of faithin terms of running costs
and maintenance, which would need some
careful planning, but it’s the most special of the
trioand gets the evo nod. Stuart Gallagher
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BUYING
JOURNEY

From Mégane to M6, an evo

reader shows us his increasingly

predictable ownership history..

Renault
Mégane
Coupe 2.0

‘At 18 | passed my test
and convinced my dad
to buy one of these;

150 horses when all my g

R -.v_: ; ———
pals had 1-litre Fiestas. 8 REN 140 “’ /5

| drove it to Spain and
back, too.

evo view

Few begin their driving life with hot
hatch levels of performance, but Richard
Hepworth did thanks to an understanding
dad and the unlikely form of a late-model
Mk1 Mégane Coupe 2.0. This small coupe/
hot hatch amalgamation has almost
entirely disappeared from motoring
history, but remember it was effectively
the replacement for the Clio Williams and
shared the same engine.

Richard was later seduced, like so many
of us, by the Alfa 147 GTA, but then also
discovered the unfortunate and expensive
reality. A Toyota Avensis estate then
appeared - Richard is a professional cyclist
for Raleigh - offering plenty of load space,
which meant when he got his 3507 it didn’t
need to fulfil that role. i

Since then it has been Munich I\‘.
Uber alles, the latest arrival \
being the M6 - just as this S
piece was being written. '.é"“-

o

Tell us your buying journey.
Email eds@evo.co.uk

S

Alfa Romeo
147 GTA

‘Red with black leather.
An amazing car but
everything went wrong!
£8000 in billsin a year
stopped ownership
early, but when it
worked on a clear road
for ten minutes, it was
perfection.’

Nissan
350z

‘This car had aremap
and a full Magnaflow
exhaust system. It made
a great sound and felt
well screwed together.

| kept it for two years. |
fancy buying it back!

BMW E46
M3 SMG

‘It has cost me a fortune
but it’s the car | always
wanted as a kid. |

used to lust over the
figures but could never
conceive of owning one.
| will keep it forever,

it's great.’

Tip

How about another
350Z, Richard, but
this time turned into
a cheap but potent
trackday car?

BMW
M6

‘It's a 2006 E63 M6
with low miles and it’s
perfect. Hopefully with
that naturally aspirated
V10 up front it will
appreciate in value.

BMW ‘Blue with champagne leather. The

750i chances to buy a V12 are fading by
the day so | couldn’t say no. It’s
luxury at its best. Another keeper,
alongside the M3

What’s
next?

Richard’s ‘What’s
next’ was going to be
the mighty E63 M6,
but just as we were
putting this page
together he went

out and bought one,
bringing his current
BMW tally to three.
Given that his current
available ‘space’ is
now filled to bursting
with BMWs, and that
they’re all ‘keepers’, it
looks like he may not
be car shopping for
quite some time. Well,
unless we've tempted
him with our 3502
idea, anyway...
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EUROPE’S BIGGEST JAPANESE CAR SHOW

~SILVERSTONE CIRCUIT

FEATURING: DRIFT KINGS COMPETITION = THOUSAND OF CARS ON DISPLAY = PUBLIC TRACK TIME = SHOW & SHINE = RETAIL VILLAGE

BOOK ONLINE - JAPFEST.CO.UK

BEAST reltro fEcH

Book online at www.japfest.co.uk. Early Bird tickets tickets £20* Weekend ticket £327. *Booking fee applies. FREE entry for TWO children aged 14 and under when accompanied by a paying adult,
any additional children will be charged at£5 each. All attraction subject to change. Warning motorsport can be dangerous. Advance bookings close midnight Saturday 23rd April 2016.



@ Market

156

BUYING GUIDE:

The MK6 Fiests
a corking little ha
— but only when you

unlock its potential

by Peter Tomalin

VEN FORD ADMITTED IT. THE FIESTA
E ST - as launched at the back end of 2004 -

wasn’t the car that people like us had been
hoping for. In ST150 form, with its 2-litre engine
pegged at 148bhp (150PS) to make it insurable
for young drivers, and a chassis short on real flair,
it was a decent hot(ish) hatch but no match for
a contemporary Cooper S or Clio Cup. As John
Barker wrote in evo 075, the standard ST was a
‘missed opportunity’.

This was a shame, because we'd waited a long
time for a new go-faster Fiesta. It looked great, too,
with its 17in multi-spoke alloys and subtle bodykit,
and for £13,595 you got plenty of kit, including
half-leather, a six-CD hi-fi, switchable ESP and air
con. Full leather was an extra £700, metallic paint

CHECKPOINTS

4

FORD FIESTA ST

£325, and a full set of stripes another £200.

Underneath was the then-new 2-litre Duratec
also found in the Mondeo and Focus, with freer-
flowing inlet and exhaust manifolds and a
lightened flywheel. Peak power came at 6000rpm,
and it went to the front wheels via a close-ratio
five-speed ’box, giving 0-60mph in 7.9sec and
129mph all-in. Chassis changes included stiffer
front springs, a stiffer rear twist-beam, retuned
dampers, discs all round (rear discs being a first on
a Fiesta), and a quicker steering rack.

Alas, the ST was something less than the sum of
its parts, and Ford acknowledged as much when
it quickly revealed a raft of aftermarket upgrades
developed by Mountune. Stage 1 — improved
breathing and a sports exhaust — gave 165bhp;

Stage 2 added high-lift cams for a properly punchy
185bhp, Stage 3 brought a new inlet manifold
and 200bhp. There were lower and stiffer KW
coilovers, developed at the Ring, and some rather
fine Recaros. All were available through selected
Ford dealers and, except for the ST200, wouldn’t
affect the warranty. We tried a 185 and found the
ST transformed (see ‘What we said’).

In time other tuners offered their own upgrades.
There’s a wealth of information on the best of
these on the ST dedicated forums. Variant-wise,
November 2005 saw a facelift with new lights,
better interior plastics and some extra toys, while
the ST500 was a limited edition (of 500) with black
11-spoke alloys, red calipers, special graphics,
ebony leather heated seats and a Sony hi-fi.

ENGINE

Our guide to the ST
is Ben Hayes, general
manager of fast Ford
specialist Jam-Sport,
and his first piece of
advice is not to be
put off by modified
cars; most STs have
had some sort of

aftermarket upgrades,

evenifit’sjusta
cold-air induction kit.
And if you do find an
unmolested example,
you'll almost certainly
want to modify it

anyway. Without going
to forced induction,
185bhp is easily
attained with cams
and a remap, while
adding a Cosworth
inlet manifold gives
around 200bhp. The
Duratec takes these
sort of outputsinits
stride. ‘Supercharging
is OK up to 300bhp
because of its linear
delivery,’ says Ben, ‘but
with a turbo we cap
the power at around
260bhp, otherwise you

really need new pistons
and rods.’
Mechanically, STs
are basically sound,
but upping the power
—anddriving them
hard - can expose
weak points. ‘The
biggest problemis oil
starvation,’ says Ben.
‘Ultimately you get big-
end failures. There’s
not much you can do
apart from keeping
the oil topped up.’ So
ascertain that the
oil has been checked

regularly and changed
at least annually - Ben
recommends every
6000 miles.

TRANSMISSION

‘Probably the most
common issue we
see with the ST is the
transmission,” says
Ben. ‘Becauseit’s an
open diff, where the
planetary gears are
mounted on the pinions
there's only a very
small circlip to hold
them, and these clips

tend to fail.. The result
can be a nice big hole in
the side of the casing.
One minute it’s fine,
the next, bang.’

Areconditioned
gearbox costs around
£540. If you're uprating
the engine, a limited-
slip diff is highly
desirable, with the big
bonus of eliminating
the weak point (a
Quaife diff is currently
around £700).

The gearshift can
feel stiff when cold

but should ease as it
warms up; if it gets
worse, the linkage/
bush may need
greasing.

SUSPENSION,
STEERING,
BRAKES

‘Obviously with the age
of the cars now, you're
looking at the bushes
in the front arms and
the rear beam, says
Ben. ‘If they’re worn
it's well worth getting
replacements.’



L N

Right: handling on leggier cars will benefit from
new suspension bushes. Bottom: 2-litre engine
can be upgraded well beyond the stock 148bhp

The power-steering
fluid should be red - if
it’s black, it's ‘boiled’
and needs replacing,
butit’s a cheap and
easy job. If you're doing
trackdays, a brake
upgrade, usually to a
Mondeo caliper with
a Focus ST170 disc, is
desirable.

BC Racing coilovers
are a popular choice for
fast road use and the
occasional trackday;
Bilstein B12s for general
road use, and Michelin
Pilot Sport 3s are

the tyre of choice on
standard wheels.

BODY, INTERIOR,
ELECTRICS

Some early cars

have started to rust,
particularly around the
wheelarches, so check
carefully. The heated
front screen elements
can start to fail, so
that’s worth testing
(if conditions allow).
Check both seats tilt
forward as the catches
can break.

RIVALS

RENAULTSPORT CLIO 182

The Clio 182 (2004-06) and its Cup sibling
(both 180bhp, 0-60mphin 6.5sec, 139mph)
was the feistiest hatch of its day. Now from
just £2k. Trophy is best of all, but £5k-plus.

MINI COOPER S

The supercharged Cooper S (2002-06) is

a hoot to drive (168bhp, 0-60 in 7.8sec,
135mph) and cuter than a kitten. Four grand
buys an’05/°06 car with a full history.

VAUXHALL CORSA VXR

Direct rival for the ST, introduced in 2007
with snazzy looks, plenty of go (189bhp,
0-60mphin 6.8sec, 140mph) and a decent
chassis too. Prices start at around £4500.

INFORMATION

FIESTA ST

(ST185 in brackets)

Engine In-line 4-cyl, 1999cc
Max power 148bhp @ 6000cpm

(185bhp @ 6700cpm)

Max torcque 1401b ft @ 4500cpm
(1471b £t @ 3500cpm)

Teansmission Five-speed manual,
front-wheel deive

Weight 1137kg
Power-to- 132bhp/ton
weight (185bhp/ton)
0-60mph 7.9sec (6.9sec)
Top speed 129mph (130mph+)
Peice new £13,595 (£16,328)
PARTS PRICES

Prices from jam-sport.co.uk. Tyre price
from blackcircles.com. All prices include
VAT but exclude fitting charges.

Tyces (each) £70.18 [Michelin Pilot

Sport 3)
Feont pads £28.92 (Pagid), £154.93
(set) (Ferodo upgrade]

Front discs £84.24 (Pagid)
(pair)

Dampecs (set From £268.64
of four) (aftecmacket)

Clutch kit £324.74 (Helix upgrade]

Exhaust (cat £396.40 (Milltek]
back])

Spack plugs  £32.16 [NGK Ipidium)
(set)

Aic filter £28.03 (Ford),
induction kit from
£99.95

0il filter £7.56 (aftecmacket)

SERVICING

Prices from jam-sport.co.uk, including
VAT. Service at 6000 miles or annually,
whichever is sooner.

Intecim Feom £129

Full secvice From £219

USEFUL CONTACTS

FORUMS, ADVICE, EVENTS
fiestastoc.com
fordfiestast.co.uk

SPECIALISTS
jam-sport.co.uk
mountunestore.com
grahamgoode.com
pumaspeed.co.uk

CARS FOR SALE
classicandperformancecar.com
pistonheads.com
fordfiestast.co.uk
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ALEX McCUTCHION

‘As soon as insurance became
less of anissue, | started to
look for something interesting
to drive and stumbled across
the Fiesta ST. This was about
six years ago. | looked at about
six before | ended up with a
2005 Performance Blue pre-
facelift model with around
67,000 miles on the clock.

‘In standard guise these
cars are a little bit lacklustre.
Fortunately | discovered
FiestaSTOC and found that
with some simple bolt-on
mods for the breathing side
of things, they free up nicely
and transforminto a whole
different car. Mine ended up
with a K&N induction kit, a full
Milltek exhaust, AP coilovers,
Cosworth Streetmaster front

IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

2007 (07) FIESTA ST
£3975

91940 miles, Performance Blue,
white side stripes, white alloys,
half leather, sports exhaust,
service history
junctioni7cars.co.uk

BUYING GUIDE

‘I BOUGHT ONFE’

brake pads and a front strut
brace, along with some visual
mods including a TRC splitter
and a finned diffuser.

‘It wasn’t the quickest car,
but it was an absolute dream
to drive and would put a smile
on my face every time | got
behind the wheel. | sold it
last August after five years of
ownership and having clocked
up a further 40,000 miles. It
would average around 30mpg
quite easily, with this obviously
dropping the more you enjoyed
it. Not bad, though, for a fun
2-litre hatch.

‘I'had a few issues with
it over the years. The
front brake discs kept
warping, which turned out
to be a warped hub face

2007 (57) FIESTA ST
£4685
58,100 miles, Performance Blue,
half leather, Bluetooth kit, heated
door mirrors, aluminium scuff plates,
service history
perrys.co.uk

causing run-out on the discs.
The offside front top mount
sheared, the cabin flooded due
to blocked drain holes in the
bulkhead, and the heated front
screen stopped fully working,
though only the last of these is
acommon fault on the ST.

‘To this day | kind of regret
selling mine, as it ticked all the
boxes. | replaced it with a Mk6
Zetec S that | bought from a
friend at a very good price as |
am in the process of buying my
first house. Needs must..’

2008 (08) FIESTA ST
£6250

42,942 miles, Frozen White, blue side
stripes, half leather (black with blue
inserts), two owners, full service
history (seven stamps)
parkwaymotorgroup.co.uk

WHAT WE SAID

STI50 DRIVEN, JAN 2005
‘There is no shortage of traction or
cornering grip and, like the best Ford
chassis, the Fiesta is essentially
benign. Pile into a tight corner, back
off sharply and the rear is reluctant to
edge out by more than a few degrees.
That’s with ESP switched off; left on,
the Fiesta won't budge from its line.

‘But thisisn’t a chassis that flows,
the odd bump unsettling its poise while
the wooliness on turn-in and the lack
of steering feedback are dissatisfying.
The engine isn’t a source of joy either.
Coarse and characterless, it labours
up through the mid-range and you find
yourself at the red line wondering what
happened to the sweet-spot where it
comes alive.’ - evo 075

STI85 ROAD TEST, FEB 2008
‘For the first handful of miles, the
ST185 feels quick but less than
spectacular. Press a little harder and
it not only starts to sound different -
loud and rude - it climbs on cam and
hauls tarmac in an altogether more
serious style, scything through four,
five and six thousand revs.

‘The 185 feels harder-edged, more
precise and more physical, with
modest body-roll and keen turn-in. The
quality of the steering is a real bonus,
complementing a peachy chassis
balance: shut down the power on the
limit mid-bend and you get to apply
a tweak of corrective lock. It’s a good
deal of fun.’ - evo 114

WHAT TO PAY

Privately advertised '05/°06

cars with average to high miles and
at least some service history start
at £2500, rising to £3000 for lower
mileage examples with full histories
and higher spec (full leather, etc).
£3000 is also the starting point for
early cars from dealers. £4000 gives
you a good choice of '06/°07 cars
with low miles and the right sort

of upgrades. £4000-5000 brings in
’07/°08 cars, while £6000 buys the
very best 2008 cars with low miles
and impeccable provenance.



@ T. H . B O L E R The new name for the finest in

U o e performance and prestige cars

There's a smarter way to

ell your

performance, prestige or classic.cak
FLAT FEE OF

WHY CHOOSE US HOW SALE AND RETURN WORKS
. o WIE S RN NO SALE = NO FEE
1 Best retumns 1o you 1 We accurately value your car

2 Speed of sale 5

(We have a very fast slock tumaround)

VWe have developed the quickest,
cheapest and easiest way to sell your car

\We can collect via covered trailer z 5
or provide use of a courtesy car Get a detailed valuation

3 Your car is sold with a RAC _ just email or call us:
warranty 3 We market your car for a flat

4 Finance - 53 lenders fo fund £1500 e 01 295 690933

the purchase of your car 4 [fthere is no sale there is no fee “excluding VAT

0

-

Why sell your car privately or get below trade ‘book’ price from dealers when you can sell your car this way?

Example stock cars

More & Class S500L Amg Audi RB V10 Quattro Bentlay Continental GTC Tesla Roadster Auto Range Rover Sport
£79,985 £78,995 £79,995 68,995 £67,895

T.H. BOLER www.thboler.com  email: selmycar@thboler.com

AL T & M O T I Y:E
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MODEL FOCUS:

The reliable and stylish
hatchback-cum-coupe
Golf alternative, available
with up to 276bhp

by Adam Towler

OLKSWAGEN’S SCIROCCO OF 2008

‘ ’ revived a much-loved nameplate. Like

those earlier Sciroccos of the 1970s and

1980s and the Corrado in between, it used the Golf

hatchback as a basis, sacrificing some practicality
for coupe style.

Built on the PQ35 platform used for the Mk5
Golf, the Scirocco was launched with the familiar
2-litre TSI turbo petrol engine and 197bhp. Diesels
soon arrived, in 138bhp and 168bhp forms, and
in due course so did an entry-level 1.4-litre petrol
engine. The 1.4 could be had as a straightforward
turbo engine with 121bhp, or with 158bhp courtesy
of a turbo and a supercharger. The 2-litre TSI GT
was soon upgraded to 207bhp, and more recently,
in 2014, to 217bhp, with considerably more torque.
At the same time a 2-litre, 178bhp car replaced the
158bhp model, and the diesels were now 148bhp
and 182bhp. An R-line trim had already appeared
above the GT in 2012, and a bestriped GTS
(pictured bottom right) sat above that.

Perhaps the biggest draw for evo readers was
the launch of the R in 2009. This shared an engine
with the Mk6 Golf R but did without the four-

Expert view

wheel-drive system. For the 2014 facelift, power
increased from 261bhp to 276bhp.

The cheapest Sciroccos start at around £7000,
which can be for either an early 1.4-litre turbo or
a very high-mileage 2-litre GT. The rarer, 158bhp
car tends to begin at £8500, while an early but
low-mileage 2-litre GT will be around £9000, with
£15,000 getting a nice three-year-old example.

The earliest Rs have now dipped to £14,000,
but £17,000 nets a 61-plate car with 30,000 miles.
Expect to pay £20,000 for a three-year-old R, and
£25,000 for a very low-mileage facelifted example.

ALEX ROGERS at MAUNDRELL & CO
maundrells.co.uk 01235762033

‘If we were going to buy one for stock, it’d be

the R. The values of the GT fall faster, but we'd
definitely take those in part-ex. With an R,

the bucket seats are good to see, and the blue
exterior paint sells well. As long as there’s a good
service history it should be a great purchase;
they're really good value for money. The cars
with the DSG gearboxes are more desirable, and
hold their value better - | prefer them for the
usability they offer. The Scirocco Rs tend to be a
bit cheaper than the equivalent Golf Rs, but then
they don’t have the benefit of four-wheel drive.
Forunder £20,000 it’s a really compelling buy.’

SIMON METCALF at TC GARAGE
tcgarage.com 01342 718556

‘We replace a lot of the rear spring arm bushes.
VW will only supply the bush with the whole

arm, for £77, but we cut out the old one and fit

a SuperPro poly bush at £52 for the pair. It’s the
same with the front arm bushes. They last longer,
and the car feels more direct. Other than that,
there are very few problems with these cars, and
we see virtually none with any running issues. The
DFl petrol engines can occasionally require a port
clean, which we do in situ, and the tappet on the
fuel pump can sometimes need replacing. DSG
gearboxes are fine - it’s when they don’t have the
40,000-mile oil change that you'll get trouble.’

@ SERIAL BUYER

\ PHIL JARRETT

‘I had a Polo at 17, then bought an
Astra but missed owning a VW. |
looked at Mk5 Golf GTlIs, but the
Scirocco seemed to make the three-
door Golf redundant, so | bought my
first one, a 2-litre TSI GT, just over
three years ago. | tried a DSG car
and really liked it. It’s perfect with
the Adaptive Chassis Control as you
can set that to Comfort and use the
automatic 'box in traffic, then select
Sport for the chassis and use the
paddles when you want to drive.

‘I fitted 19-inch wheels to it, but it
then looked too high, so | also gave it
new suspension and finally a remap up
to 260bhp. These made it feel like a
completely different car.

‘I'd always wanted an R, though,
and when one of the local Scirocco
owners that | meet up with decided to
sell his, I had to have it. It’s an unusual
Midnight Blue colour and had been
lowered on coilovers, but | raised it up
a bit to improve the ride, and it has
been remapped to about 310bhp. | put
the standard R exhaust back on as |
love the factory sound, especially the
pop when you change gear with the
DSG "box.

‘Apart from two coil packs on the
GT, I've had noissues with either
Scirocco. There’s also areally good
community around these cars.’
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SANDOWN PARK, LONDON
[
NEW INDOOR EVENT = SEE THE VERY BEST FORDS EVER PRODUCED DISPLAYED SIDE BY SIDE = EXCLUSIVE TO SHOW CARS ONLY

ST RS WWW.THEINTERNATIONALFORDSHOW.COM

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

From the owners of: f as tf a”d C’aSSiC marﬁ m C’aSSiC cfost cra’e'stro

Book online at www.theinternationalfordshow.com. Advanced day tickets: £10 each. FREE entry for TWO children aged 14 and under when accompanied by a paying adult, any additional

5N You
f . a Tuhe children will be charged at £5 each. Advanced weekend tickets: £30 each and includes entry to the show for the Saturday and Sunday as well as camping on the Friday and Saturday night. Up
to two children aged 14 and under free with each paying adult, any additional children £10 each. Booking fee applies. Warning motorsport can be dangerous. All attractions subject to change.



Showroom Tuning

LEADING THE WAY IN

AUTOMOTIVE

A i DETAILING
CERAMIC COMPOSI : i E N et . TECHNOLOGY

Like no other préduct,

provides paint protécﬁd ) y
unachievable levels of gloss, durability,
scratch and chemical resistance. s

Its composite structure offers the ultimate in
ceramic protection plus the same slick

finish and candy like gloss as the

very best carnauba waxes.

Gvo Qo

Telephone . -~ = ‘www.courtenaysport.co.uk

D 1 B 9 2 40431 3 : ’. = »vr(;ourteﬁay Sport Ltd., Folgate Road, North Walsham, NR28 DAJ

iw
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SHOULD YOU
KEEP IT?

Ford Focus ST (Mk3)

2 heos

> 4
et e BRSNS TS T P

Car outgunned by newer machinery? Then take a look at the latest
options to upgrade and improve it by Antony Ingram

isn't it? Gee whizz, those Focus ST owners

must be feeling glum right now. For a few

quid more a month they’d have got an extra pair of
driven wheels, a bigger engine, more power...

Luckily, Essex-based Ford specialist Mountune

has a solution: £1195 (plus fitting) gets you the

MP275 package. A high-flow intercooler, induction

kit and ECU remap increase power from 247bhp to

S 0, THAT FOCUS RS IS QUITE SOME CAR,

271bhp, and torque rises by 301b ft to 295Ib ft. We
drove the much-improved results in issue 215.

Mountune also sells a billet short-shift kit
for the ST, which shortens the slightly baggy
standard shift by 25 per cent. It’s £159 from
mountunestore.com. A Quaife ATB helical limited-
slip diff (£726 from Mountune, excluding fitting)
should help fix the Ford’s unruly front axle, too. Not
quite an RS perhaps, but closer than before.

GT86/BRZ DIFFUSER
Keith Charvonia, builder
of the Scion FRS (the US
version of the Toyota
GT86/SubaruBRZ) that
won 2015's Scion Tuner
Challenge at SEMA,

will now sell you his
custom diffuser. The
£325aluminium part is
compatible with the car’s
crash beam, but bumper
trimming is required.

L

RACERS KEPT CLEAN
Building aracer basedona
road car has just become
more difficultin the US
due to the Environmental
Protection Agency.
Clarified rules state that
it'sillegal toremove
emissions controls from
acar,evenif converting

it for racing. This could
have bigimplications for
dozens of series.

NEXT MONTH

ANALYSIS

Has the supercar market
stumbled? The Secret
Supercar Owner gives
his view.

USED RIVALS
Big-power super-saloons:
Audi C6 RS6 takes on
BMW’s E60 M5 and the
W212 Mercedes E63 AMG.

BRABUS G500
Lily-gilding specialist
Brabus has revealedits
latest power package
for the Mercedes G500.
The B40-500 PowerXtra
upgrade takes the 4-litre
twin-turbocharged V8
to 493bhp from 416bhp.
Torque jumps 73lb ft to
523Ib ft. The 0-62mph
sprint takes 6.9sec while
top speedis130mph.

BUYING GUIDE
Aston Martin Rapide:
the quirky four-door V12
Aston that’s a bargain
super-GT car.

EAGLE SPYDER GT
Renowned E-type
builder Eagle has
unveiledits latest car.
The Spyder GT is broadly
similar to the well-known
Speedster, but witha
taller windscreenand
retractable hood for
weather protection.
Power comes from the
Low Drag GT's 345bhp
4.7-litre in-line six.

MODEL FOCUS
Ferrari FF: the low-down
onthe first four-seat,
four-wheel-drive Ferrari’s
pre-owned performance.

Market

NEIL MASON

MERCEDES C43 AMG ESTATE

‘'l always remember 2001. It was the year |
got ajob that paid a decent enough salary
for me to buy my first house and spend
therest onathree-year-old Mercedes C43
AMG Estate. The car repayments were
more expensive than my mortgage but

| thought the C43 would provide better
entertainment than anything shownon
the 48-inch TV my mates said | should buy.

‘Why an estate? It was the only C43
for sale at my nearest Mercedes dealer
and | wanted the security of an approved
warranty. And the estate looked cooler.

‘Inthe 15 years I've owned the car, the
engine has needed nothing but regular oil
and spark plug services, but the gearbox
has required more attention - have the
filter and fluid changed every year. The first
time | replaced the brakes using OEM parts
I nearly fainted at the cost, and that's
what led me into the specialist network.
The knowledge and expertise available to
keep the car running on budget is second
tonone.

‘Rust attacked the rear arches three
years ago, when the thought of trading the
C43 foraC55 surfaced. But after looking
for one, the cost to change was similar
towhat | paid for the C43 all those years
ago, so | decided toinvest inthe C43’s
bodywork and since then I've set aside
£1000 a year for any additional work above
the regular servicing, which s less than
£500 ayear. There are also a few practical
reasons why I've kept it: two further house
moves, a wedding and two kids.

‘The Merc is now our family car. I've
got a Golf GTD company car and have
just bought a tatty Mk1 Elise with my
brother that we plan to restore and use for
trackdays and road-trips, leaving the Merc
to be the faithful family wagon.’

Ownan ‘evo’ car you can't bring yourself to
sell? Email your story to eds@evo.co.uk

To advertise in
evo Market contact

Laura Holloway
020 7907 6874
laura_holloway@dennis.co.uk
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THE BRITISH SPORTS CAR CENTRE OF THE NORTH
over 50 sports cars under one very large roof

Oakmere Motor Group (formally trading as Christopher Neil Ltd) have been USED CARS
passionate about sports cars since our founding in 1978. We are family owned
and operated with many of our staff having worked with us for well over 30 years.  New Morgan Plus 4 2.0 Manual Gulf Blue £41,230
As true sports car enthusiasts, we offer full sales and aftersales facilities to all New Morgan 4/4 1.6 Manual Sport Black £37,950
our customers, whether your car is brand new or 50 years young!
New Lotus Elsie 1.8 S Manual Elise Grey £39,950
YES We are an authorised Lotus, Morgan, Caterham -
and TVR dealer New Lotus Evora 400 Manual Metallic Orange £78,950
YES We hold stock for all Lotus, Morgan, Caterham New Lotus Exige 3.5 V6 Manual Metallic Carbon Grey........eessesssssssssssssssess £52,950
and TVR models, regardless of their age e ) New Caterham Seven 1.6 270 S Manual Vintage Green 100 MIleS v.v.v.vrurerene £27,950
YES We can supply and dispatch parts to UK, We are main New Caterham S 2.0 3605 SV Manual Metallic Glacier Whit £34.950
European & Worldwide addresses dealers for: ew Caterham Seven 2. anual Metallic Glacier White............uuueeeees ,
YES We can service and repair your Lotus {/ . New Lotus Elise Sport 220 Manual Metallic Blue £42,350
. . - @ ~ 64 Lotus Exige 3.5 V6 Roadster Auto Metallic Arctic Silver 1,000 Miles ............. £44,950
For all parts and servicing enquiries -
Telephone 01606 41481 1965 Lotus Elan S2 Manual Medici Blue 2,000 Miles £44,950
or email: don@christopherneil.co.uk L J 64 Jaguar F type 3.0 V6 Auto Metallic White 1,500 MIIES ... £44,950
New Caterham Seven 2.0 360S Manual Kawasaki Green 0 Miles £32,950
08 Porsche 911 997 C4S Auto Metallic Basalt Black 37,989 Miles..........cwuuuussssns £31,950
£l 13 Lotus Elise 1.8 S Club Racer Manual Daytona Blue 15,300 MileS ..........cceeeees £29,950
12 Lotus Elise 1.8 S Manual Metallic Laser Blue 19,000 MileS ........mmrersrssssns £29,950
62 Porsche Cayman 2.9 Manual Metallic Arctic Silver 32,600 Miles .................... £28,950
11 Porsche Boxster 2.9 Manual Metallic Arctic Silver 3,100 MileS .......uvreersssnee £28,950
55 Porsche 911 3.6 Auto 42,000 Miles £26,450
62 BMW 320d M Sport Auto Metallic Le Mans Blue 21,800 MileS............uuuuuummunsns £18,450

08 TVR Chimaera 4.0 Manual Midnight Blue 52,000 MileS.............ccesssseeessssssssssss £17,950

Oakmere Prestige, Manchester Road
Northwich, Cheshire CW9 7NA

OAKM E R E _ Telephone 01606 41481

PRESTI ' www.oakmeremotorgroup.co.uk



40 TOM HARTLEY

YEARS
THE ULTIMATE NAME DEALING IN LUXURY, PERFORMANCE & CLASSIC CARS

CLASSICS

1966 ASTON MARTIN DB6 Mk 1 VANTAGE White/Blue Hide, Factory Restored, Great History, Lovely Condition, 19,000m, Just Serviced £POA
1979 FERRARI 512 BB Rosso/Black 1 0f Only 101 RHD UK Cars, Recently Restored By Ferrari, Only 21,000m, 1 Owner, Pristine £350,000
1972 FERRARI 246 GT DINO Rosso Chiaro/Black, Electric Windows, 1 Of Only 488 RHD UK Cars, Good History File, 52,000m, Excellent Condition £329,950
1995 FERRARI 512M Rosso/Crema, E/Windows, 1 0f Only 41 RHD UK Cars, Great History File, 3 Owners, 38,000m FSH, Perfect £259,950
1995 FERRARI 512M LHD Rosso/Black, E/Windows, 1 Of Only 501, 14,600m, Great Condition £239,950
1988 FERRARI TESTAROSSA Rosso/Black Hide, E/Windows, 7,000m FFSH, Immaculate Condition Throughout £179,950
1998 FERRARI TESTAROSSA Rosso/Black Daytona Seats With Rosso Inserts, E/Windows, 1 Of Only 438RHD UK Cars, 23,000m FFSH, Immaculate Condition Throughout...........ccceecrren. £159,950
1991 FERRARI TESTAROSSA Argento Nurburgring/Black, E/Windows, 1 Of Only 438 RHD UK Cars, 2 Owners, 41,000m FSH £139,950
1983 LAMBORGHINI JALPA P350 TARGA Red/Cream, 1 0f 35 RHD, Featured In Many Articles, Original Tools, Books & Spare Wheels, Award-Winning Example, 40,000m..................... £109,950
1973 LAMBORGHINI URRACO P250 Orange/Cream & Orange, Extensive History File, Very Rare RHD, UK Supplied, 24,000m, Concours Condition £99,950
1958 MERCEDES-BENZ 190SL LHD White/Black, Hardtop, Comes With Service Book & History File, 1 0f Only 3 Cars Originally Imported To Greece, 54,000m £114,950
1973 RANGE ROVER 2 DOOR White/Beige Interior, Nut & Bolt Restoration With Invoices Totaling Over £60,000, 28,000m, 2 Owners, Beautiful £POA

FERRARI & LAMBORGHINI
13 FF Canna Di Fucile/Charcoal E/Seats, Sat Nav, Carbon Fibre Interior, Rear DVDs, R'Camera, Privacy, Shields, 20" Dark Painted Alloys, Massive Spec, 8,000m FSH......
07 599 GTB FIORANO F1 Blu Tour De France/Crema E/Seats, Carbon Fibre Interior, BOSE, Ceramics, Parking Sensors, Red Calipers, 38,000m FSH, Excellent Condition
11 458 ITALIA Grigio Silverstone/Rosso Hide, Sat Nav, Carbon S/Wheel With LEDs, AFS, Upgraded Hi-Fi, 21" Alloys, Big Spec, 7.900m FSH, As New.
52 575M F1 LHD Nero Daytona/Black E/Daytona Seats, Fiorano Handling Pk, Shields, Carbon Fibre F1 Paddles, 8,000m
97 550 MARANELLO LHD Rosso Corsa/Nero E/Seats, Leather Headlining, 31,500m

.-£174950

06  F430 SPIDER F1 Nero Daytona/Black H/Seats, Shields, Yellow Calipers, Carbon Rear Moulding, 28,000m FSH, Excellent Condition Throughout. £79,950
PORSCHE

05  CARRERA GT GT Silver/Ascot, Sat Nav, Full Fitted Luggage, Just Serviced, 7,000m, Inmaculate Throughout £550,000
15 991 TURBO PDK Jet Black/Garnet Red, H/Seats, PCM, Phone, Sport Chrono, Turbo S Alloys, Chrome Surrounds, Red Calipers, 3,600m, As New £112,950
63 991 TURBO ‘S’ PDK Basalt Black/Natural Red Leather, PCM, Burmester, Sport Chrono, Carbon Interior, Glass Roof, PDC, Massive Spec, 4,000m FSH, As New.........coccvcrecrerrcrrrnes £111,950
15 991 CARRERA 7 SPEED MANUAL Rhodium Silver/Espresso Heat & Ventilated Seats, PCM, PDLS, Sports Pipes, Phone, Privacy, 5,000m, As New. £69,950
03 996 GT3 CLUBSPORT Silver/Black Racing Seats, Front & Rear Roll Cage, Air Con, Radio, (D, Special Features, 21,000m, As New. £69,950
ROLLS ROYCE & BENTLEY

15 WRAITH Jubilee Silver Over Diamond Black/Black Hide, Black Ash Wood Veneer, Starlight Headlining, Camera System, Heads-Up Display, 21" Polished Alloys, 2,800m, As New.......... £189,950
13 GHOST EWB Royal Blue/Magnolia, Sat Nav, Rear DVDs, Picnic Tables, Cameras, Panorama Roof, 20" Polished Alloys, Massive Spec, 25,000m FSH, Perfect £159,950
08  PHANTOM Silver Grey/Seashell, Sat Nav, Piano Black Veneer, Rear Theatre Entertainment, Sunroof, 21" Sport Alloys, 23,000m, Perfect £114,950
13 CONTINENTAL GTC V8 ‘MULLINER’ Dragon Red/Black Stitched White, Piano Black Veneer, Power Boot, R'Camera, 21" Propeller Alloys, 5,000m, T OWNEX.........ccccvvcrvrrccrcrrcrrrnnes £99,950
11 CONTINENTAL SUPERSPORT 4 SEATS Ice White/Black Stitched White, Carbon Interior, Ceramics, 32,000m FSH, As New £72,950
08  CONTINENTAL GT SPEED Beluga Black/Black M'Seats, Sat Nav, Bluetooth, Piano Black, Power Boot, Good Spec, 45,000m FSH £49,950
OTHERS

06  ASTON MARTIN VANQUISH ‘S’ 2+2 Onyx Black/Black Hide, Sat Nav, H/Seats, Quilted Headlining, 19,000m, Exceptional Condition £124,950
61  MERCEDES-BENZ SLS AMG ROADSTER Le Mans Red/Black Designo H/Seats, Comand, Carbon Interior & Exterior Mirrors, Painted Alloys, R'Camera, Huge Spec, 9,800m, As New... £164,950
65  MERCEDES-BENZ AMG GT-S Silver/Black & Red Nappa, Comand, Sports Exhaust, AMG Ride Control, 10 Spoke Alloys, Big Spec £106,950

16  MERCEDES-BENZ $500 COUPE AMG LINE PREMIUM Palladium Silver/Light Grey Nappa, Comand, Night View, Comfort Pk, Cameras, Delivery Mileage, Cost New £112,000.
14 MERCEDES-BENZ C63 AMG 507 EDITION Matt Grey/Black, Comand, Harmon Kardon Sound System, R'Camera, Privacy, 19" Matt Black Alloys, 17,000m FSH, As New...................
03  MERCEDES-BENZ CLK55 AMG Silver/Black H/Seats, Sunroof, 18" AMG 5 Spoke Alloys, 21,000m, Exceptional Condition
65  RANGE ROVER SPORT 3.0SD HSE Fuji White/Black, Sat Nav, Contrast Roof, Panoramic Roof, Remote Boot, R'Camera, Privacy Glass, Colour Coded, 22" Alloys, 1,000m FSH..............
14 RANGE ROVER SPORT 3.0SD HSE DYNAMIC Corris Grey/Black, Sat Nav, Panoramic Roof, Remote Boot, 21" Diamond Turned Alloys, Massive Spec, 28,000m FSH................c.cov...

WE ALWAYS PAY MORE FOR YOUR CAR & WILL COLLECT TODAY

Telephone: +44(0)1283 762762 Email: info@tomhartley.com www.tomhartley.com

SHOWROOM VIEWING BY APPOINTMENT
Follow us: Q @TomHartleyCars 0 TomHartley OPEN 7 DAYS: 9AM-8PM




BELL & COLVILL

HORSLEY - LIMITED

Porsche Cayman GTS - 6,050 miles - £58,995 Porsche 911 Carrera 2S S-A - 31,330 miles - £52,995
| 4 T ' = - ' :

Audi A6 All Road 3.0TDI Quattro Audi A3 S Line 2,0 FSI Cabriolet Morgan 4/4 lange Rover Sport SD V6 HSE
Auto - 26,260 miles - £29,995 17,100 miles - £15,750 8,150 miles - £35,000 29,400 miles - £34,995

Audi Q3 S Line TFSI Quattro Nissan GT V6 Smart ForTwo Brabus Xclusive Jeep Wrangler (JK) CRD Sahara
26,730 miles - £23,495 26,500 miles - £18,995 12,400 miles - £8,495 5,000 miles - £27,995

Epsom Road, West Horsley, Surrey, KT24 6DG - sales@bellandcolvill.com - 01483 281000 - www.bellandcolvill.com



SCOTLAND'S

ASTON MARTIN SPECIALIST

——— P Py ot
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MODERN - CLASSIC - VINTAGE

Scotland’s only independent specialist, based in the Central belt serving Scotland
and beyond (including Europe), caring for all ages and models of Aston Martin.

MARTIN’'S ASTON SERVICES
0141 266 0020 | www.martinsastonservices.co.uk

Time for a change?

A call to Paul Stephens will ensure that you get to share
over two decades of experience and help you make the
right decisions if you are contemplating buying or selling
an excellent example of the iconic Porsche marque.

Paul Stephens. Specialist in original and bespoke Porsche

Classic and Modern Sales Sudbury Road paul-stephens.com
Service and Performance Upgrades  Little Maplestead, Halstead
Restoration and Bespoke Builds Essex, CO9 2SE 01440 714884 NAUL STERPHENS

EST 1994




Telephone:

01727 790 100 ) .
Email Us: = ey f==——=—==21
sales@rtecshop.com
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The Ultimate Vehicle Customising Superstore

www.rtecshop.com
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The Store - St Albans State of the Art Workshop
Featuring Huge Showroom, Cappuccino Coffee Bar, Relax Area  Featuring 8 ramps, laser wheel alignment, custom made exhausts, Huge stocks of wheels and modifying products in store Falken, Bridgestone, Pirelli, Michelin, Kumho, Yokohama, Goodyear,
& Experienced Helpful Staff touch-less tyre machines and online at: www.rtecshop.com Continental, Hankook & more...
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Full System / Cat Back Exhausts Performance Brake Upgrades Engine Upgrade & Remapping Suspension Kits, Springs, Coilovers
Performance Exhausts by Quicksilver, Scorpion and Milltek. EBC Disks & Pads, Brembo Brake Upgrades, E-Tech Caliper Paint, Air Filters, Induction Kits, Intercoolers, ECU Remaps, Bluefin, Springs, Coilovers, Shock Absorber Upgrades,
Plus custom-made Reflex exhausts Drilled and Grooved Disks. Painting Service in store. Revo, Alientech. Dump Valves, Bushes, PI, HSR, Eibach, KW, TEIN, Weitec, AP and more...

'
' Bodykits and Styling from Industry
leading tuners across the globe

-

Spacer + Camber Adjustments Bespoke Interiors, Motorsport Seats  Window Tinting & Vehicle Wrapping STYLING & BODYKITS
Improve your vehicle stance and handling with wheel spacers, Full seating and dashboard re-upholstering including Choose from 4 film-shades & an array of Vinyl wraps and textures Cosmetic exterior upgrades - Spoilers & Bodykits
alignment, geometry, camber adjustments & more. roof linings, seat belts, and wood / carbon panels including Carbon Fibre, Gold, Matt, Gloss, Chrome & more... Revere, Hamann, Prior Design, Lumma, Caractere...
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VOs: REVERE WC3 OZ ITECH LEGGERA TSW NURBURGRING
) Available in: 19, 20 &22" Available in: 22" Please cal for sizes. Available in: 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22" Available in: 18, 19 &20" .
H.LD. I XENON LIGHT UPGRA E Visit our wheel website to view our wheel selection. www.rtecalloywheels.co.uk Revere London, Authorised Dealer
Headlights, Bulb Upgrades, Rear Lights, DRL Lights + more o o . British Luxury Tuner - www.reverelondon.com
3000 Wheels in Stock ready for fitting or delivery! \
R-Tec Auto Design, Lyon Way, (off Hatfield Road), St Albans, AL4 0QU | Open Hours: Mon - Fri 9.30am - 5.30pm & Saturdays: 9.30am - 4.00pm
[
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Order Online From Telephone: Email Us: Find us on Facebook: YouTube: Instagram: Twitter:

www.rtecshop.com 01727 790 100 sales@rtecshop.com Search: “R-Tec” IRtecAutoDesign rtecautodesign @rtecautodesign



" THE NEW 2016 REVERE HSR STYLING SYSTEM - WHEN THE BEST JUST |

4 -

The worlds finest SUV taken to the next level 'of exclusivity, style and luxury

Revere are proud to announce the launch of their new 2016 HSR styling system, featuring a full comprehensive aerodynamic styling package with a choice of
22, 23 or 24” forged alloy wheels available in a variety of custom finishes. The addition of a Revere bespoke interior combines with the external styling package to
deliver the ultimate individual automotive statement.

For more information please visit the Revere London website (www.reverelondon.com) or call one of our exclusive dealers listed below.

The New 24" Revere WC4 Two Piece Forged Alloy Wheels

;

Rear Bumper featuring Solid Billet Aluminium Exhaust Tailpipes and high-level Boot Spoiler Bespoke Interior with Hard-Back Seats

Bespoke Upholstery | Luxury Alloy Wheels | Vehicle Conversions | Aerodynamic Styling Systems | Exhaust Systems | Exquisite Accessories | Vehicle Sales

Revere London, Tailored Edition Vehicles & Exquisite Accessories

T: +44 (0)20 7022 1201 + Email: enquiries@reverelondon.com reve relondon _COI I l
Tailored Edition Vehicles & Exquisite Accessories

South Great Britan South Dealer (Hertfordshire): North Great Britan North Dealer (Cheshire):
S R-Tec Auto Design, Lyon Way, St Albans, AL4 0LQ Dealer D.A.P. Cars, Chelford Rd, Nether Alderley, Cheshire, SK10 4SZ M/ N Lz

Realel T.01727 790 100 | www.r-tec.co.uk | sales@rtecshop.com T.0844 877 9911 | www.dapcars.co.uk | sales@dapcars.co.uk , a Eg
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CHESHIRE CLASSIC CARS

Sales, Service and Restoration,

+44 (0)1244 529500

1968 ltalian Job Miura
Price: POA | Mileage: 11,800

This stunning Miura, one of only three
"Arancio Miura" cars built in 1968, is now
acknowledged to be the actual car used
in the iconic opening sequence of the
movie, "The ltalian Job"...

1968 Aston Martin Volante
Price: £749,000 | Mileage: 106,300

This stunning DB6 Volante was sold new
by H R Owen and has had only 4 owners
since. With extensive and interesting
history, this represents a great
opportunity to purchase a beautiful DBBE...

1989 Lamborghini Countach 25"
Price: £269,995| Mileage; 17,702

Acknowledged as the most refined and
driveahle Countach, this one owner car is
in un-restored, original showroom
condition and has an excellent service

1996 Lamborghini Diablo SV
Price: £199,995 | Mileage: 28,000

This stunning RHD SV was the 1996
Motor Show car, and is the only example
of this iconic car which was produced in
Blu Speciale. Very rare and extremely
collectable....

1972 Datsun 240Z
Price: £34,995 | Mileage: 21,000

This stunning example has recently
benefitted from extensive renovation and
improvement, including a Dave Jarman
engine to Samuri fast road spec.

2002 Nissan 350Z- Tokyo Drift
Price: £124,995 | Mileage: 9,800

This is the actual 350Z driven by DK
(Drift King) in the movie Fast & Furious -
Tokyo Drift, including the memorable car
park sequences. Power from 280 to
430bhp, with a 420Ib ft of torque.

1965 FIA Porsche 911 SWB
Price: POA | Mileage: n/a

A professionally prepared 911 which has
had a long and distinguished racing
career throughout Europe, and is ready
to use in important events worldwide....

2012 Audi R8 GT Spyder
Price: £199,995 | Mileage: 4,100

This Special Edition Audi R8 Spyder is
beautifully presented in Suzuka Grey, a
rare and stunning satin colour scheme,
and has a very comprehensive
specification.....

1984 Ferrari 308 GTSi QV
Price: £94,995 | Mileage: 46,794

Many thousands have been spent
developing this superb and versatile
Ferrari 308. Fully road legal and ideal for
race, speed or tour events across

ENQUIRIES Tel: 01244 529500 | Email: info@cheshireclassiccars.co.uk

www.cheshireclassiccars.co.uk




The bar just got raised

Introducing the AlcoSense Pro breathalyser
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R 6 6 0 0 ¢ Imprsswely accurate”
THE SUNDAY TIMES

Using a smaller version of the SAME fuel cell alcohol sensor as several UK Police
breathalysers, the AlcoSense Pro offers levels of accuracy, reliability and functionality not

seen at this price point before,

With AlcoSense's Patent Pending technology, it's also feature-rich and unbelievably easy fo
use. Travelling cross-border? Just select the country/region from the menu and the Pro does
the rest. Curious how long it will tfake until you're sober? The Pro will tell you. Blow incorrectly
during a breath fest, BlowCoach™ gives you real-time feedback and tells you exactly how

fo correct it, And all this for only £149.99,

To find out more or to purchase, visit your local Halfords or go to alcosense.co.uk/pro

Available ot Halfords Nationwide
' : ' PERSONAL BREATHALYSERS

Order securely at alcosense.co.uk or call 0800 195 0088

Intellectual Property: www.alcosense.co.ukfip. AlcoSense Laboratories, part of Now Group UK Lid, Maidenhead Enterprise Centre, Cordwalis Steet, Maidenhead, Berkshire, SL& 7BE
Sundlay Times exract is paraphrased fiom an arficle published 18/12/15 from the quote " The AlccSense Pro gotimpressively close fo the benchmark police evidential breathalyser’



A&\ MidlandCredit
e CER

NEED CAR FINANCE?

FAST DECISION /
WITHIN 1 HOUR Y  NO DEPOSIT /=8

POOR CREDIT v NO FEES v

EXCELLENT!
YU Y0 Y0 Y0 Y reviews on

¥ TRUST

€\ APPLY ONLINE NOW!

Jrom any DEALER &

\> Or Call Us
Q 03339 00 00 00




VAS VEHICLE SOLUTIONS

The UK’s Premier Lamborghini Specialist

SatNav, Ceramic Brakes, High Level Rear Wing,
7,000 miles, 2010, £379,990

Lamborghini Diablo Roadster 5.7
Sports exhaust, Full leather interior, 30,000
miles, 1997, £179,990

TR
i

Lamborghini Gallardo LP550-2 HIGH
Skorpius Alloys, Lifting Gears, 11,000
miles, 2011, £104,990

Lamborghini Gallardo
Carbon Driving Zone, Full Electric Heated Seats,
25,000 Miles, 2007, £79,990

Audi R8 LMX
Bang and Olufsen, Magnetic Ride, 2,000 miles,
2014, £121,990

R ST S e

Lamborghini Murcielago LP670-4 SV
Ceramic Brakes High Level Rear Wing Small
Decal option 4,000 miles 2009 £369,990

e T e Tl

Lamborghini Murcielago V12 LP640 Coupe VAT QUALIFYING
Ceramic Brakes, Carbon Fibre Inserts, Carbon
Fibre Driving Zone, 6,000 miles, 2008 £144,990

Lamborghini Gallardo LP560-4 Spyder LHD
Lifting Gear Reverse Camera Full Electric
Heated Seats 8,000 miles 2009 £94,990

Lamborghini stock wanted
Best prices paid
Collection from anywhere in Europe

FERRARI 599
Full Electric Heated Seats, Satellite navigation
system, 26,000 miles, 2006, £119,990

Lamborghini Murcielago LP670-4 SV
colour Satnay, Ceramic Brakes, High level Rear Wing,
Grey, 5,000 miles, 2010, £199,990

Lamborghini Gallardo Superleggera LP570-4
Rear Lifting Gear, Rear Camera, High level
rear wing, 25,000 miles, 2010, £122,990

Glass engine bay cover, Rear Camera,
25000 miles, 2008, £85,990

FERRARI 458
20 inch Alloys, Scuderia Shields, 5,000 miles,
2012, £149,990

FERRARI 599
HGTE Alloy Wheels, Ceramic Brakes,
2007, 29,000 miles, £109,990

BUYING OR SELLING LAMBORGHINI AUTOMOBILE’S

ﬂ +44 7782 220784 Qsales@wsuk.co.uk @ www.vvsuk.co.uk
(Viewing by appointment only) Address: VVS UK Ltd Verralls Garage Cranbrook Common Kent TN17 2AF
www.lamborghinibuyer.com  Additional Websites:

www.justlamborghini.com



More product and colour options are available on our website




EXCLUSIVE OFFER FOR READERS OF evo

LOVE THE CLASSICS?

GET A FREE ISSUE OF

Discover Octane, a unique magazine that captures the exclusivity and
excitement of the classic car world; claim your FREE issue now!

Inside every issue you will discover:

mnsum s FERRAR]
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o Fantastic articles from legendary columnists including US
PLASSLY de BREFORMANTE HARS chat show host Jay Leno and historic racer Nick Mason, who

RII[TR[\ AT 50 write exclusively for Octane.

i ik i ot e Exciting, unrivalled track tests — Mark Hales and Tony Dron
= are two of the most successful historic racers to date, testing
the world's greatest classics.

o The best stories about the great marques — from AC to
Zagato, Octane covers exclusive tests of amazing road cars,

MAGAZINE | ® racing cars and prototypes, and great historic features.
WORTH i ' 7 e The top events around the world - learn about all the

£4.95 ' Wi forthcoming motoring events from around the world, plus a
- ' detailed round-up of auction news.

Claim your FREE issue now

CALL 0800 088 2481

Quote offer code: EVO 16



© = new entry t his month. * = grey import. Entries in italics are for cars no longer on sale. Issue no. is for our most recent major
test of the car (D = Driven, R = Road test or group test, F = Feature). Call 0844 844 0039 to order a back issue. Price is on-the-
road including VAT and delivery charges. Engine is the car’s main motor only — additional hybrid tech isn’'t shown. Weight is the
car's kerb weight as quoted by the manufacturer. bhp/ton is the power-to-weight ratio based on manufacturer’s kerb weight.
0-60mph and 0-100mph figures in bold are independently recorded, all other performance figures are manufacturers’ claims.
CO2 g/kmiis the official EC figure and EC mpg is the official ‘Combined’ figure or equivalent.
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Abarth 595 Competizione 196D  £19,090  4/1368 158/5500  170/3000  1035kg 155 74 - 130 155 435  +Spirited engine, still looks great - Favours fun over finesse b 2. 0.070 ¢
Abarth 695 Biposto 205R  £33,055 4/1369 187/5500  184/3000 997kg 191 59 - 143 - = +Engineered like a true Abarth product - Desirable extras make this a £50k city car Fkkke
Alfa Romeo Giulietta QV 199D  £28330 4/1742  237/5750  251/2000 1320kg 182 6.0 - 151 162 403 +Stilllooks good, and now it’s got the 4C’s engine - Pricey, and it has more rewarding rivals b 2. 0.0%0"¢
Alfa Romeo Giulietta Cloverleaf 144D '10-14 4/1742  232/5500 251/1900  1320kg 179 6.8 - 150 177 372  +Shows signs of deep talent... - ..but should be more exciting Johok vk
AlfaRomeo 147 GTA 187R  '03-06 6/3179  247/6200  221/4800  1360kg 185 6.0 155 153 - 233+ Mk Focus RS pace without the histrionics - Slightly nose-heavy Fkkk e
AudiSI 2R £25595  4/1984  228/6000 273/1600 1315kg 176 58 - 155 162 404 +Compliant and engaging chassis; quick, too - Looks dull without options FokkAok
AudiAlquattro 181R 3 4/1984  253/6000 258/2500  1420kg 181 57 - 152 199 328 +Polished 253bhp all-wheel-drive Al - Just 19 for UK, Porsche Cayman price Fkkkk
AudiS3 188R  £31,230 4/1984  296/5500 280/1800 1395kg 216 5.4 125 155 162 404 +Lotsof gripand one of the best-sounding four-pot turbos - Still alittle too clinical b 2. 0.0.0"¢
AudiRS3 Sportback 220R  £40,795 5/2480 362/5500 343/1625  1520kg 242 43 - 155 189 349  +Addictive five-cylinder noise; monster pace - Chassis not exactly playful Fokkke
AudiS3 106R  '06-12 4/1984  261/6000  258/2500 1455kg 183 5.6 13.6 155 198 332 +Veryfast, veryeffective, very..err,quality - Alittle too clinical Fokkk e
AudiRS3 Sportback 156R 112 5/2480  335/5400 332/1600  157%g 216 45 - 155 212 310  +Above, withadded five-pot character - Again, see above... Fok ok
BMW 125i M Sport 176D  £27060  4/1997  218/5000  228/1350  1420kg 156 64 - 155 154 428  +Performance, price, running costs - Dull four-pot soundtrack Fokkk e
BMW M135i 212R  £32,010 6/2979  321/5800  332/1300  1430kg 228 51 - 155 188 353  +Powertrain, noise, chassis, price - M235i looks nicer, and has an LSD oniits options list b 2. 0.0.0.¢
BMW 130iM Sport 106R  '05-'10 6/2996  261/6650  232/2750  1450kg 183 6.0 153 155 - 34.0 + Fantastic engine - Suspension can still get a little boingy Fokkke
Citroén C1 126R  £8345 3/998 68/6000  68/3600  790kg 87 142 - 98 103 614 +Fullof character and insurance-friendly - Insurance friendly power b 2.0.0.0"¢
Citroén Saxo VTS 020R  '97-'03 4/1587  120/6600  107/5200  935%g 130 7.6 22.6 127 - 34.9  + Chunky, chuckable charger- Can catch out the unwary
Citroén AXGT 195R  '87-'92 4/1360  85/6400  86/4000 722kg 270 92 - nm - - + Makes terrific use of 85bhp- Feels like it's made from paper b 2.0.0.0'¢
Citroén DS31.6 THP 142R 10-15 4/1598  154/6000  177/1400 240kg 126 72 - 133 155 422 +AproperFrench hot hatch - Petrolheads might find it too ‘designed’ Fokkk e
Citroén DS3 Racing 153D 112 4/1598  204/6000 203/2000 1240kg 167 65 - 146 149 - + Faster, feistier version of above - Not as hardcore as its ‘Racing’tag suggests FokkAe
Fiat Panda 100HP 132R 06-T1 4/1368  99/6000 97/4250 975kg 103 95 - 115 154 435 + Most funperpoundon the market - Optional ESP can't be turned off b 2. 0.0.0¢
Ford Fiesta ST 207R  £17,545 4/1596  179/5700  214/1600 1088kg 167 7.4 18.4 137 138 479  +Chassis, price, punchy performance - Not as powerful as key rivals Fekkkok
Ford Fiesta ST Mountune 23R £1844 4/1596  212/6000  236/2750 1088kg 198 64 - 140 138 - +One of the best mid-sized hatches made even better - Badge snobbery Fkkkk
Ford Fiesta Zetec S 123D '08-13 4/1596  118/6000  112/4050 1045kg 115 99 - 120 134 487 +Genuinely entertaining supermini- Grown up compared to Twingo/Swift oAk
Ford Fiesta Zetec S Mountune 132R  08-13 4/1596  138/6750  125/4250  1080kg 130 79 - 120 134 487 +Asabove, witha fantastically loud exhaust... - ..if you're 12 years old Fokkk e
Ford FiestaST 075D  '05-'08 4/1999  148/6000  140/4500  T1137kg 32 79 - 79 - 382  +Greatlooks, decent brakes - Disappointing chassis, gutless engine b 2. 0.070 ¢
Ford Focus ST TDCi Estate 219D £23295  4/1997  182/3500  295/2000 1488kg 124 83 - 135 10 67.3  +Performance not sacrificed at the alter of economy - Gets ragged whenreally pushed Fkkke
Ford Focus ST 207R  £22745 4/1999  247/5500  265/2000 1362kg 184 65 - 154 159 415  +Excellent engine - Scrappy when pushed b 2. 0.0.0"¢
Ford Focus ST Mountune 187D £23940  4/1999  271/5500  295/2750  1362kg 202 57 - 154+ 169 - + Great value upgrade - Steering still not as feelsome as that of some rivals
Ford Focus ST 19R '05-'10 5/2522  222/6000 236/1600 1392kg 162 6.7 16.8 150 224 304 + Value performance, integrity - Big engine compromises handling Fekkkc
Ford Focus ST Mountune 137R  08-1 5/2522  256/5500  295/2500 1392kg 187 5.8 143 155 2% - + ST takes extra power i ts stride - You probably still want an RS Fokokkok
Ford Focus RS (Mk3) 220R  £29995  4/2261  345/6000 347/2000  1524kg 230 4T - 165 175 367  +Torque-vectoring 4WD brings new sensations to hot hatch sector - Engine isn't thrilling Fokkkk
Ford Focus RS (Mk2) 195R  09-T1 5/2522  300/6500 324/2300 1467kg 208 5.9 142 163 225 305 + Hugeperformance, highly capable FWD chassis - Body controlis occasionally clumsy b2 0.0.0.¢
Ford Focus RS500 (Mk2) 181R 10-1 5/2522  345/6000 339/2500 l467kg 239 5.6 127 165 225 - + More power and presence than regular Mk2 RS - Pricey 220,209
Ford Focus RS (Mki) 207R  02-03 4/1998  212/5500  229/3500 1278kg 169 5.9 149 143 - = + Some are great - Some are awful (so make sure you drive plenty) Fokkk e
Ford Escort RS Cosworth 157R '92-'96 4/1993  224/6250  224/3500 I275kg 179 62 - 37 - = + The ultimate Essex hot hatch- Unmodified ones are rare, and getting pricey... Fok ok
Ford Pumal7 095R  '97-'02 4/1679  123/6300  116/4500  104lkg 120 8.6 27.6 122 - 382 + Revvyengine, sparkling chassis, bargain used prices - Rusty rear arches Fkkkk
Ford Racing Puma 128R '00-'01 4/1679  153/7000  119/4500 1174kg 32 78 232 137 - 34.7  + Exclusivity - The standard Puma does it so well Fokok ke
Honda Civic Type R 216R  £29995  4/1996  306/6500 295/2500 1378kg 226 57 - 167 170 387  +Greatonsmoothroads - Turbo engine not as special as old NA units; styling a bit ‘ousy’ Fokkkok
Honda Civic Type R (FN2) 102R  07-T1 4/1998 198/7800  142/5600 1267kg 158 6.8 1.5 146 215 310 +Looksgreat, VTEC more accessible - Steering lacks feel, inert balance b 2.0.0 0"¢
Honda Civic Type R Champ'ship White 126D '09-10 4/1998  198/7800  142/5600 1267kg 158 6.6 - 46 - 310  + Limited-slip diff a welcome addition - It's not available on the standard car Fkkke
Honda Civic Type R Mugen 195R  '09-T1 4/1998  237/8300  157/6250  1233kg 195 59 - B5 - = + Fantastic on road and track - There’s only 20, and they re a tad pricey... Fokkkk
Honda Civic Type R (EP3) 075R 0105 4/1998  197/7400  145/5900 1204kg 166 6.8 16.9 146 - 317 + Potent and great value- ‘Breadvan’looks divide opinion, duff steering Fohok ki
Kia Proceed GT 217D £20,205  4/1591  201/6000 195/1500  1359kg 143 73 - 150 170 382 +Funandappealing package - Soft-edged compared to rivals Fokkke
Lancia Delta Integrale 194R  '88-93 4/1995  207/5750  220/3500 1300kg 162 57 - 37 - 239  + Oneofthe finest cars ever built - Demands love, LHD only b 2. 0.0.0.¢
Mazda 21.5 Sport 132R £15995 4/1498  102/6000  101/4000  1030kg 107 104 - N7 135 487 +Funandfunky - Feels tinny after a Mini FkkAe
Mazda 3 MPS 137R  06-13 4/2261  256/5500 280/3000 1385kg 188 6.3 145 155 224 294  +Quick eagerand verygood value - The steering’s iffy FokkAe
Mercedes-Benz A45 AMG 194R 2-'15 4/1991  355/6000 332/2250  1480kg 244 4.3 10.6 155 161 409 +Blisteringly quick everywhere - Not as rewarding as some slower rivals 00,007
MG3 Style 190D  £10,499  4/1498  104/6000  101/4750 n55kg 91 104 - 108 136 487 +Decent chassis, performance and price - Thrashy engine, cheap cabin Fkk e
Mini Cooper (F56) 194D  £15485  3/1499  134/4500  162/1250  1085kg 125 79 - 130 105 62.8  +Punchy three-cylinder engine, good chassis - Tubby styling Fkkkve
Mini Cooper S (F56) 196D £18840  4/1998  189/4700  206/1250  T60kg 166 68 - 146 133 496  +Stillhas that Mini DNA - Expensive with options; naff dash displays Fokkke
Mini John Cooper Works (F56) 2R £23,050 4/1998  228/5200  236/1250  1200kg 193 63 - 153 155 422  +Fast,agile, super-nimble - O tyres lack outright grip b 2.0.0.0°¢
Mini John Cooper Works Coupe (R58) 164R 115 4/1598  208/6000 206/2000 1175kg 180 6.3 - 149 165 398  +Theusualraucous Mini JCW experience - But with a questionable ‘helmet’roof.. Jokokk
Mini Cooper (R56) 185F  09-14 4/1598  120/6000  118/4250 1075kg 113 91 - 126 127 523  +Brilliant ride and composure; could be all the Miniyou need - You'll still buy the 'S’ Fkkkok
Mini Cooper S (R56) 49R  06-14 4/1598  181/5500 177/1600 1140kg 161 7.0 - 142 136 487 +Newengine, Mini quality - Front end not quite as direct as the old car’s P 2.2.0.0.¢
Mini Cooper SD (R56) 158D lI-14 4/1995  141/4000  225/1750 1150k 125 80 - 134 14 657 +Aquick diesel Mini withimpressive mpg - But no Cooper S alternative Fokkk e
Mini John Cooper Works (R56) 184R  '08-14 4/15998  208/6000 206/2000 1160kg 182 7.2 16.7 148 165 398 +Aseriouslyrapid Mini- Occasionallyjust alittle unruly b2 0.0.0¢
Mini John Cooper Works GP (R56) 195R 13-4 4/1598  215/6000  206/2000 1160kg 188 6.3 - 150 165 398  +Brazenly hyperactive - Too much for some roads and some tastes Fokkkk
Mini Cooper S (R53) 077R  02-'06 4/1598  168/6000  155/4000  1140kg 143 7.8 19.9 135 - 336 + Strong performance, quality feel- Over-long gearing Fkkkok
Mini Cooper S Works GP (R53) 144R 06 4/1598  215/7100 184/4600  1090kg 200 6.5 - 149 - 328  + Storming engine, agility- Tacky styling ‘enhancements’ ook
Nissan Juke Nismo RS 208D £21995 4/1618  215/6000  206/3600 1315kg 166 70 - 137 165 39.2 +Quirky character and bold styling - Not a match for a pukka hot hatch FkkAe
Peugeot 106 Rallye (Series 2) - '97-'98 4/1587  103/6200  97/3500 865kg 121 88 - 2o 34.0  + Bargain no-frills thrills - Not as much fizz as original 1.3 D 2.2.0. 074
Peugeot 106 Rallye (Series 1) 095R  '94-'96 4/1294  100/7200  80/5400  826kg 123 106 - n - 35.6 + Frantic, thrashy fun- Needs caning to extract full potential Fkkkk
Peugeot 208 GTi 184R  £18,895 4/1598  197/5800  203/1700 T6Okg 173 6.8 179 143 125 479  +Agile chassis works well on tough roads - Could be more involving b 2. 0.0.0"¢

BVO0 videos!

Experience the
sound and fury at
youtube.com/evo
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RATINGS  Thrill-free zone % Tepid k%% Interesting %k k% Seriously good %% %% A truly great car SUPERMINIS & HOT HATCHES

OUR CHOICE

Renaultsport Mégane 275. This generation of Mégane has got better
and better with every update, and the 275 is simply sublime. Optional Ohlins
dampers and Michelin Pilot Sport Cup 2 rubber (taken from the Trophy-R)
aren't essential, but improve things even further.

BEST OF THE REST

The latest Ford Focus RS (left) is our favourite super-hatch, with the more
grown-up Golf R close behind. The SEAT Leon Cupra 280 (recently updated
0 290, with an extra 10bhp), is a real buzz, especially with the Sub8 pack and
sticky tyres, while the Fiesta ST Mountune is our pick of the smaller hatches.
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Peugeot 208 GTi by Peugeot Sport 219R  £21995 4/1598  205/5800  221/1750 185kg 176 65 - 143 125 479  +Themost focused small hatch on sale - Nearly £4k more than a Fiesta ST Mountune Jokkkok
Peugeot 308 GTi 270 215D £28,250  4/1598  266/6000 243/1900  1205kg 224 60 - 155 139 471  +Averycapablehot hatch.. -..that lacks the sheer excitement of the best in class Fkkke
Peugeot 205GT11.9 195R  '88-'91 4/1905  130/6000  119/4750 910kg %5 79 - 24 - 36.7  + Still scintillating after all these years - Brittle build quality b 2. 0.0.0.¢
Peugeot 306 GT 6 020R  '93-01 4/1998  167/6500  142/5500 1215k 139 7.2 200 140 - 30.1  + Oneofthe great GTls- They don’t make them like this any more Jokokkok
Peugeot 306 Rallye 095R  '98-'99 4/1998  167/6500  142/5500 119%g 142 6.9 19.2 137 - 301  + Essentially a GTI-6 for less dosh - Limited choice of colours D a2.2.2.2.1
Renaultsport Twingo 133 175R ‘08-13 4/1598  131/6750 118/4400 1050kg 127 86 - 125 150 435 +Renaultsport experience for pocket money - Optional Cup chassis gives bouncy ride .2.2.0. 04
Renaultsport Clio 200 Auto 184R  £20445  4/1618  197/6000  177/1750 1204kg 166 6.9 179 143 144 448  +Faster, morerefined, easier to drive - We miss the revvy nat-asp engine and manual 'box R2.0.0. 04d
Renaultsport Clio 220 Trophy 213R  £21,780 4/1618  217/6050 206/2000 1204kg 183 66 - 146 135 479  +Improvesonthe 200 Auto - Still not a match for previous-generation Renaultsport Clios Fkhok
Renaultsport Clio 200 Cup 195R  '09-13 4/1998  197/7100 159/5400  1204kg 166 6.6 16.7 141 190 345 +Thehot Clioatitsbest - They don't make it anymore Fokkkk
Renaultsport Clio 197 Cup 115R '07-'09 4/1998  194/7250  158/5550  1240kg 161 69 - 134 - 336  + Quick, polished and capable - Not as much sheer fun as 182 Cup b 2. 0.0 0%¢
Renaultsport Clio 182 066R  '04-'06 4/1998  180/6500  148/5250  T11l0kg 65 6.6 17.5 139 - 34.9  + Took hot hatches to a new level- Flawed driving position Fokkkk
Renaultsport Clio 182 Cup 187R  '04-'06 4/1998  180/6500  148/5250  1090kg 168 65 - 139 - 34.9  + Full of beans, fantastic value - Sunday-market upholstery Fkkkk
Renaultsport Clio Trophy 200R  '05-'06 4/1998  180/6500  148/5250  1090kg 168 6.6 17.3 140 - 349  + Themost funyoucan have on three (sometimes two) wheels - Just 500 were built Fkkhok
Renaultsport Clio 172 Cup 048R '02-'04 4/1998  170/6250  147/5400  101kg 171 6.5 177 138 - - + Bargain old-school hot hatch - Nervous in the wet, no ABS
Renaultsport Clio V6 255 057R  '03-05 6/2946  251/7150 221/4650  1400kg 182 58 - B3 - 23.0  + Supercar drama without the original’s edgy handling - Uninspired interior b 2. 0.0.0.¢
Renaultsport Clio V6 029R  '99-02 6/2946  227/6000  221/3750  1335kg 173 5.8 1.0 145 - 230  + Pocket supercar- Mid-engined handling can be tricky
Renault Clio Williams 195R  '93-'96 4/1988  148/6100  126/4500  98lkg 3 76 20.8 134 - 26.0 + One ofthe best hot hatches ever - Can be fragile D a2.2.2.2.1
Renault 5GT Turbo 195R 8791 4/1397  118/5750 122/3000  855kg %0 73 - 120 - 284+ Clio Williams' grand-daddy- Few unmodified ones left kok ok
Renaultsport Mégane 275 Cup-S - £23935  4/1998  271/5500  265/3000 1376kg 200 6.0 - 158 174 377  +Cupchassis, LSD, the same engine as the Trophy-R, bargain price - A bit basic inside ba2.0.0.0.¢
Renaultsport Mégane Nav 275 - £25935  4/1998  271/5500  265/3000 1376kg 200 6.0 - 158 174 377 +Amoreluxurious 275 - Cup chassis is an option 0 0.0.9 0
Renaultsport Mégane 265 Cup 195R  'I2-15 4/1998  261/5500  265/3000 1387kg 191 6.4 14.8 158 174 377  +Ahothatchbenchmark - Cupholder could be better positioned b2.0.0.0 ¢
Renaultsport Mégane 275 Trophy 2R 1415 4/1998  271/5500  265/3000 1376kg 200 58 - 159 174 377  +Another cracking Trophy model - Stripped-out Trophy-R is even more thrilling Sk
Renaultsport Mégane 275 Trophy-R 2I15R 14-"15 4/1998  271/5500  265/3000 1297kg 212 58 - 158 174 377  +Asabsorbingasa 911 GT3 RS on the right road - Too uncompromising for some; pricey
Renaultsport Mégane 250 Cup 139R  09-12 4/1998  247/5500  251/3000 1387kg 181 6.0 14.6 156 190 344 + Fantastic chassis...- ..partially obscured by new-found maturity Fdkkkok
Renaultsport Mégane dCi175 Cup 1m9R '07-'09 4/1995  173/3750 265/2000  1470kg 119 83 235 137 - 435+ Adiesel withagenuinely sporty chassis - Could take more power 0. 2.0.9.0°¢
Renaultsport Mégane 230 F1 Team R26 195R 0709 4/1998  227/5500  229/3000 1345kg 171 6.2 16.0 147 - = + The car the R26.R is based on - FI Team stickers in dubious taste b2.0.0.0 ¢
Renaultsport Mégane R26.R 200R  '08-09 4/1998  227/5500  229/3000 1220kg 189 5.8 15.1 47 - - + One of the true hot hatch heroes - Two seats, plastic rear windows b 2. 0.0.0.¢
SEAT Ibiza Cupra 218D £18]100  4/1798  189/4300  236/1450  T85kg 162 67 - 146 145 456  +Quick, competent, refined, and manual only - Not exciting enough Fokkk e
SEAT Ibiza Cupra 183D 10-15 4/1390  178/6200  184/2000  125%g 144 69 - 142 139 479  +Punchyengine, unflappable DSG - Lacks engagement, DSG only Sk
SEAT Leon Cupra 290 - £28375  4/1984  286/5900 258/1700  1300kg 224 58 - 155 156 422 +Asbelow, but with another10bhp - As below Sokok ok
SEAT Leon Cupra 280 220R  14-15 4/1984  276/5600  258/1750 1300kg 216 58 - 155 149 441  +Serious pace and agility for Golf GTI money - The Mk7 Golf R ba2.0.0.0.¢
SEAT Leon Cupra 105R  07-1 4/1984  237/5700  221/2200  1375kg 175 63 - 153 190 340 + Greatengine, composure - Doesn't have adjustability of old Cupra R Fkhok
SEAT Leon CupraR 139R  10-12 4/1984  261/6000  258/2500 1375%kg 193 6.0 140 155 190 349 +Boldcar, blinding engine - Lacks the character of its rival mega-hatches D200 04¢
SEAT Leon Cupra R 225 067R  '03-06 4/1781  222/5900  206/2200 1376kg 164 69 - B0 - 321+ Cross-country pace, practicality, value - Not as thrilling as some D a2.2.2.2¢
Skoda Fabia vRS (Mk2) 146D  '10-14 4/1390  178/6200  184/2000  1218kg 148 73 - 139 148 456  + Wellpriced, well made, with great engine and DSG ‘box - Dull steering Jodokk
Skoda Fabia VRS (Mki) 077R  '04-07 4/1896  130/4000  229/1900 1315k 100 96 - 27 - 554+ Fascinatingly fun and frugal hot hatch - A little short on steering feel Fokkke
Skoda Octavia VRS (Mk3) 187D £24,230  4/1984  217/4500 258/1500  1345kg 164 68 - 154 142 456  +Quick,agile, roomier than a Golf - Ride is harsh for what could be a family car 0 2.0.0. 04
Skoda Octavia VRS 230 (Mk3) 215D £26,350  4/1984  227/4700  258/1500  1345kg 171 67 - 155 142 456  +Limited-slip diff makes for a sharper steer - It could handle more than the extra 10bhp Fokkkr
Skoda Octavia vRS (Mk2) 163R  05-13 4/1998  197/5100 206/1700  1395kg 143 73 - 149 175 377  +Driveslikea GTI but costs much less - Green brake calipers? b 2. 0.0 0"¢
SubaruImpreza WRXS 125D '08-10 4/2457  251/5400  288/3000 1395kg 180 55 - B30 270 - + Animprovement over the basic WRX - Still not the WRX we wanted FokkAee
Subaru Impreza ST/ 330S 124R  08-10 4/2457  325/5400  347/3400  1505kg 219 44 - 155 - - + Abit quicker than the STI.. - ...but not better b 2. 0.0 0%¢
Suzuki Swift Sport (Mk2) 175R  £13999 4/1586  134/6900  M8/4400  1045kg 130 87 - 121 147 441 +The Swift's still a great pocket rocket - But it’s lost a little adjustability 0.2.0.0.0 ¢
Suzuki Swift Sport (Mk1) 132R 05T 4/1586  123/6800  109/4800 1030kg 121 89 - 124 165 398 + Entertaining handling, well built - Lacking in steering feedback Fkkkodk
Vauxhall Corsa VXR 2R £18125 4/1598  202/5800 206/1900 1278kg 161 6.5 - 143 T4 377  +Begstobewrungout - Youll need the £2400 Performance Pack FokFok
Vauxhall Corsa VXR 154R  07-14 4/1598  189/5850  192/1980  li66kg 165 68 - 140 172 387  +Looks snazzy, punchy engine - Lacks feel, uncouth compared with rivals D200 04¢
Vauxhall Corsa VXR N'ring/Clubsport 164R  I-13/14  4/1598  202/5750  206/2250 Tl66kg 176 6.5 - 143 178 - + VXR gets more power and a limited-slip diff - But they come at a price Fkkkvc
Vauxhall Astra VXR (Mk2) 207R  £27850 4/1998  276/5500  295/2500 1475kg 190 59 - 155 184 349 +Betterthanthe carit replaces; loony turbo pace - Lacks RS Mégane’s precision Fkkk
Vauxhall Astra VXR (Mki1) 102R  05-T 4/1998  237/5600  236/2400 1393kg 173 6.7 16.7 152 221 307 + Fastand furious -Lacks alittle composure and precision Fkkke
VW Up/SEAT Mii/Skoda Citigo 7R £8275+ 3/999  59/5000  70/3000 854kg 70 141 - 99 105 628 +Accomplished city caris dynamically sound...-..but predictably slow 0.2.2.0.0°¢
VW Polo GTI 2R £18900  4/1798  189/4200  236/1450  1280kg 150 67 - 146 139 471  +Smoothand brawny - Fiesta ST is more engaging b.2.0.0. 04d
VW Polo GTI 154R  10-14 4/1390  178/6200  184/2000  1184kg 153 68 - 142 139 479  +Modern-day mkiGolf GTlgets twin-clutch DSG - It's a little bit bland Yok kAol
VW Golf GTD (MK7) 200D £26570  4/1968 181/3500  280/1750  1377kg 134 75 - 143 109 673  +Pace, fuel economy, sounds good for a diesel - Lacks the extra edge of the GTI Fokkke
VW Golf GTI (Mk7) 207R  £27135 4/1984  217/4500  258/1500 135kkg 163 65 - 153 139 471  +Brilliantly resolved - Mégane 265 beats it as a pure drivers’ car D2.2.2.0.¢
VW Golf GTI Clubsport (Mk7) 218D c£29,000 4/1984  286/5350  280/1700  1375kg 21 60 - 160 155 409 +Afaster,sharper, more entertaning GTI - Some rivals are more exciting on track ok kAol
VW Golf R (Mk7) 220R  £31120 4/1984  296/5500  280/1800  1476kg 204 51 - 155 165 409 +AVW'R'modelyou can take seriously - Mégane 275 just edges it as a pure drivers’ car Fkk ok
VW Golf GTI (Mkeé) 172R  '09-13 4/1984  207/5300  207/1700  1318kg 160 6.4 16.5 148 170 387  +Stillaveryaccomplished hot hatch-207bhpisn't alot any more b 2. 0.0.0%¢
VW Golf R (Mk6) 140D 10-13 4/1984  266/6000 258/2500 152kg 178 55 - 155 199 332 +Greatengine, tremendous pace and poise - High price, ACC only optional ba2.0.0.0.¢
VW Golf GTI (Mk5) 195R  '04-'09 4/1984  197/5100 2071800  1336kg 150 6.7 1.9 145 - = + Character and ability: the GTI's return to form - Lacking firepower? Fkkkk
VW GolfR32 (Mk5) 087R  '06-'09 6/3189  246/6300 236/2500 I510kg 165 5.8 152 155 - 26.4  + Traction’s great and you'll love the soundtrack - Wed still have a GTI Fkkk
VW Golf R32 (Mk4) 053R  '02-04 6/3189  237/6250  236/2800 1477kg 163 6.4 16.3 154 - 24.6  + Charismatic - Boomy engine can be tiresome Fekkke
VW Golf GTl 16v (Mk2) 195R  '88-'92 4/1781  139/6100 124/4600  960kg 147 79 - 29 - 26.6  + Still feels everyday useable- Very hard to find a standard one Jkkhok
VW Golf GTI (Mki, 1.8) 095R  '82-'84 4/1781  112/5800  109/3500  840kg 135 81 - mw o - 36.0 + Thecar that started it all- Tricky to find an unmolested one Fkkkr
Volvo C30 T5 R-Design 122R '08-12 5/2521  227/5000  236/1500  1347kg 165 6.6 16.9 149 203 325 +Good-looking, desirable Volvo - Lacks edge of best hatches. Avoid auto b 2. 0.0 0%¢
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RATINGS * Thrill-free zone %% Tepid k%% Interesting % k%% Seriously good %% k%% A truly great car SALOONS / ESTATES / 4x4s

OUR CHOICE

BMW MS5. The turbocharging of BMW's M-cars met with scepticism, but the
current M5's 4.4-litre twin-turbo V8 feels a perfect fit. It's a brutally fast car,
and there are clever (and useable) adjustable driving modes. The ‘30 Jahre’
special edition, which has an extra 40bhp, is especially worth a look.

BEST OF THE REST

Mercedes’ E63 AMG offers intoxicating performance, especially with the S
upgrade (pictured). BMW's M3 is an appealing all-round package, but its C63
AMG rival has more approachable limits. If you must have an SUV, take a look at
BMW’s X6 M or Porsche’s Macan Turbo, Macan GTS or Cayenne GTS.
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Alpina D3 Biturbo (F30) 192D  £46950 6/2993  345/4000 516/1500  1585kg 221 46 - 73 139 533  +173mphfroma 3-litre diesel! Brilliant chassis, too - Auto only b2 0.0.0.¢
Alpina B3 Biturbo (F30) 188D  £54950 6/2979  404/5500 442/3000 1610kg 255 42 - 190 177 372 +Understated appearance, monster performance - E90 M3 is better on the limit Fokok kA
Alpina D3 (E90) 120R  '08-12 4/1995  21I/4000  332/2000 1495kg 143 69 - 52 - 523 +Excellent chassis, turbodiesel oomph - Rather narrow powerband b2, 0.0 0%¢
Alpina B5 Biturbo 149D  £75150  8/4395  533/5200 538/2800 1920kg 282 45 - 198 244 269  +Bigperformance and top-line luxury - Driver not really involved Fokokdok
Alpina B7 Biturbo 134D £98800 8/4395  533/5200 538/2800 2040kg 265 46 - 194 230 285  +Massive performance and top-line luxury - Feels its weight when hustled Jookk kA
Aston Martin Rapide S 201D £147950 12/5935 552/6650  465/5500 1990kg 282 42 - 203 300 219  +Oozes star quality; gearbox on 2015MY cars a big improvement - It's cosy inthe back sk d ki
Aston Martin Rapide 141R  10-713 12/5935  470/6000 443/5000 1990kg 240 52 - 188 355 - + Better than its DBI sibling - More a 2+2 than a proper four-seater ok kok Ak
Audi S3 Saloon 192D £33,540 4/1984  296/5500 280/1800  1430kg 210 53 - 155 162 264  +Onpaperamatch for the original S4 - Inreality much less interesting b2 0.0 0%¢
Audi S4 (B8) 166D  £39610  6/2995  328/5500 324/2900 1685kg 198 49 - 155 190 349  +Greatpowertrain, secure chassis - The RS4 b.2.9.9.0°¢
Audi S4 (B7) 073D '05-'08  8/4163  339/7000 302/3500 1700kg 206 54 - "5 - - + Effortless V8, agile handling - Lacks ultimate finesse of class leaders Fkk ok
AudiRS4 Avant (B8) 216R  12-15 8/4163  444/8250 3174000  1795kg 251 4.5 10.5 174 249 264  +Looksandsounds the part, thunderously fast - Unnatural steering, dull dynamics Fokok ok
AudiRS4 (B7) 088R  '05-08  8/4163  414/7800  317/5500  1650kg 255 4.5 10.9 55 - ° +4l4bhp at 7800rpm! And there’s an estate version too - Busy under braking Jokkkk
AudiRS4 (B5) 192R  '00-'02  6/2671  375/6100  325/2500 1620kg 236 4.8 121 170 - 170  + Effortless pace- Not the last word in agility. Bends wheel rims Fokokkk
AudiRS2 2I4R 9495  5/2226  315/6500 302/3000 1595kg 201 4.8 131 162 - 18.0  + Storming performance (thanks to Porsche) - Try finding one ok kok
Audi S6 091D 06-1 10/5204  429/6800 398/3000 1910kg 228 52 - 155 299 224  +Evenfaster,and discreet withit - Very muted VIO Yok kA
AudiRS6 Avant (C7) 203R  £77995  8/3993  552/5700  516/1750 1935kg 290 3.6 8.2 155 229 288 +Performance,foolproof powertrain, looks - Feels a bit one-dimensional okk ko
AudiRS6 Avant (C6) 16R '08-"10 104991  572/6250  479/1500  2025kg 287 4.3 9.7 155 333 202 + Theworld's most powerful estate - Power isn't everything b2, 0.0.0"¢
AudiRS6 Avant (C5) 052R  '02-'04 8/4172 444/5700  413/1950 1865kg 242 4.8 1.6 155 - 19.3  + Theultimate estate car?- Numb steering Fokk ko
AudiRS7 208R  £84480 8/3993  552/5700 516/1750  1920kg 292 39 - 155 229 288  +Stonking performance, great looks - Numb driving experience Jok kot
Audi S7 17D £63375 8/3993  414/5000 406/1400 1945kg 216 46 - 1B5 225 - +Looks and drives better than S6it’s based on - Costs £8000 more b2, 0.0 0°¢
Audi S8 Plus 217D £97700  8/3993  597/6100  553/2500 1990kg 305 38 - 155 229 282  +Fantasticdrivetrain, quality and refinement - Dynamic Steering feels artificial D200, 04
AudiRS Q3 206D £45495 5/2480 335/5300 332/1600  1655kg 206 48 - 155 203 321  +Surprisingly characterful; better than many RSs - High centre of gravity b2 0.0.0¢
Bentley Flying Spur V8 200D  £142,800 8/3997  500/6000 487/1700  2342kg 217 49 - 183 254 259  +Effortless performance with real top-end kick - Determinedly unsporting b2 0.0 0%¢
Bentley Flying Spur 185D £153,300 12/5998 616/6000 590/1600  2400kg 261 43 - 200 343 190  +Morepower thanold Flying Spur Speed - Feels its weight; engine sounds dull Kok kokk
Bentley Bentayga 217D £160,200 12/5950 600/5000 664/1350  2347kg 260 40 - 187 296 216  +Sublime quality, ridiculous pace, capable handling - Inert driving experience, SUV stigma s sk e
Bentley Mulsanne 178F  £229360 8/6752  505/4200 752/1750  2610kg 197 51 - 184 342 193  +DriveslikeamodernBentley should - Shame it doesn't look like one too Kok kokk
Bentley Mulsanne Speed 210D £252,000 8/6752  530/4200  811/1750 2610kg 206 48 - 190 342 193  +Characterful; superb build quality - A bit pricey... Fhokok
BMW 320d (F30) 168R  £29475  4/1995  181/4000  280/1750  1495kg 123 74 - 146 120 614  +Fleet-friendly new Threeis economical yet entertaining - It’s a tad noisy Fokokkok
BMW 328i (F30) 165D  £30,470  4/1997  242/5000 258/1250  1430kg 172 58 - 155 149 448  +New-age four-pot 328iis great all-rounder - We miss the six-cylinder soundtrack R 0.0.0.0 ¢
BMW 330d M Sport (F30) 180D  £36975 6/2993  254/4000 413/2000  1540kg 168 56 - 155 129 576  +Greatengine, fine handling, good value - Steering confuses weight with feel Fokokkoke
BMW 435i Gran Coupe 203D £41865 6/2979  302/5800 295/1200 1585kg 194 55 - 155 17 349  +Superbstraight-six, fine ride/handling balance - 335i saloon weighs and costs less Kk hok Ak
BMW M3 (F80) 2R £56,590 6/2979  425/5500 406/1850 1520kg 284 41 8.6 155 204 321  +Looks,performance, practicality - Body control on rough roads; engine lacks character sk
BMW M3 (E90) 23R 08-T 8/3999  414/8300  295/3900 1605kg 262 4.9 10.7 165 290 228 +Everybitasgoodas the E92 M3 coupe - No carbon roof b 9. 0.0 0°¢
BMW M3 CRT (E90) 179R  1-12 8/4361  444/8300 324/3750  1580kg 285 44 - 180 295 - + Saloon chassis + weight savings + GTS engine = best E90 M3 - Just 67 were made b.2.0.0.0.¢
BMW 535i (F10) 141D £44560 6/2979  302/5800 295/1200  1685kg 182 6.1 - 155 185 349  +New 5-seriesimpresses.. - But only with all the chassis options ticked Fokok Yok
BMW M5 (FIOM) 208R  £73960 8/4395  552/6000 501/1500 1870kg 300 43 - 155 232 285  +Twin-turbocharging suits all-new M5 well - Can feel heavy at times Jok ok k
BMW M5 (E60) 129R  '04-10 1074999  500/7750  384/6100  1755kg 289 47 104 155 - 196  + Close to being the ultimate supersaloon - SMG gearbox feels old-tech bt 0. 0.0.¢
BMW M5 (E39) TIOR  '99-03  8/4941  394/6600 369/3800 1795kg 223 4.9 1.5 155 - o + Magnificent V8-engined supersaloon- We'd be nit-picking ok kokk
BMW M5 (E34) 1OR  '92-'96 6/3795  340/6900 295/4750  1653kg 209 5.9 13.6 155 - - + The Godfather of supersaloons- The family can come too Fokkkk
BMW M5 (E28) 18R '86-88  6/3453  282/6500 251/4500  143lkg 200 62 @ - Bl - = + The original storming saloon- Understated looks Fokokkk
BMW M6 Gran Coupe 190D  £98145  8/4395  552/6000 501/1500  1875%kg 299 42 - 155 232 285  +Enormous performance, stylishlooks - Price tag looks silly next torivals, M5included sk %k
BMW X5M50d 191D  £64,525 6/2993  376/4000 546/2000 2190kg 155 53 - 155 173 428  +Straight-line pace - Driving experience identical to standard X5, despite the Mbadge e odeslede
BMW X6 M 212D £93080 8/4395  567/6000 553/2200 2265kg 245 42 - 155 258 254  +Bigimprovement onits predecessor - Coupe roofline still of questionable taste Jookkok
BMW X6 M 134D '09-15 8/4395  547/6000 502/1500  2305kg 241 47 - 171 325 203  +Fast, refined and comfortable - But it definitely lacks the M factor FokHeiok
BMW 750i 74D £7575  8/4395  449/5500 480/2000 2020kg 226 47 - 1B5 199 - + Well specced, impressively refined - Lags far behind the Mercedes S-class b2, 0. 0%04g
Brabus Bullit TM9R  ¢£330,000 12/6233  720/5100  811/2100 1850kg 395 38 - 7 - - +Seven hundred and twenty bhp - Three hundred thousand pounds Fokkkk
Cadillac CTS-V 48R £67030 8/6162  556/6100 551/3800 1928kg 293 39 - 191 365 181 +It'll stand out among M-cars and AMGs - But the novelty might wear off Fokok ko
Ford Sierra RS Cosworth 4x4 T4IR  '90-'93  4/1993  220/6250  214/3500  1305kg 159 66 - 144 - 244+ Fastand furious - Try finding a straight one Jok ok ke
Ford Sierra RS Cosworth - '86-90  4/1993  204/6000 204/4500 1220kg 169 62 - 143 - = + Road-going Group A racecar - Don't shout about the power output! Fokkkok
Honda Accord Type R 0I2R 9803  4/2157  209/7200 158/6700  1306kg 163 6.0 17.4 142 - 294+ One of the finest front-drivers of all time- Lack ofimage ook kA
Infiniti Q50S Hybrid 195D  £39995 6/3498  359/6800 402/5000 1750kg 208 51 - 155 144 456  +Good powertrain, promising chassis - Lacklustre steering, strong rivals Fok ok
Jaguar XES 213D £44,865 6/2995  335/6500 332/4500 1500kg 214 49 - 155 194 349  +Greatchassis; neat design - V6 loses appeal in the real world b2 0.0.0.¢
Jaguar XFS 214D £49945 6/2995  375/6500 332/4500 1635kg 233 50 - 155 198 340 +Outstandingride and handling balance - Engine lacks appeal Fokk ke
Jaguar XF S Diesel 219D  £49945  6/2993  296/4000 516/2000 1675%kg 180 58 - 155 144 514 +Greatchassis, good looks, better engine than V6 petrol - It's still a diesel bt 0. 0.0"¢
Jaguar XFR 181D '09-15  8/5000 503/6000 461/2500 1800kg 284 4.8 10.2 155 270 244  +Briliant blend of pace and refinement - Doesn’t sound as special as it is Jokok ok
Jaguar XFR-S 208R 1315 8/5000 542/6500 501/2500 1800kg 306 4.4 - 186 270 244  +XFgetstumedup tol2- Tyresaren’t cheap b2 0.0.0"¢
Jaguar XFR-S Sportbrake 203R  14-15 8/5000 542/6500 501/2500  1892kg 291 46 - 186 297 222  +Looks fantastic, huge performance, nice balance - Not as sharp as the saloon D200, 04
Jaguar XJ3.0 V6 Diesel 148D  £58,690 6/2993  271/4000  442/2000 1700kg 162 6.0 - 155 167 463  +Agreat Jaguar - But not as great as the XJR... Fkk kK
Jaguar XJR 191D £91755  8/5000 542/6500 502/2500 1805kg 302 44 - 74 2710 244  +Hot-rod vibe, fine cabin - Opinion-dividing looks Fokkkox
Land Rover Discovery Sport 205D £32395 4/2179  187/3500  310/1750  1863kg 100 98 - N7 159 463  +Style, packaging, refinement - Willneed to prove Sport tagin UK Jok ok

Get a Quote Online MY 95y
warrantywise.co.uk BAGK Fem

Ca” us on FrGEDhone Cmuly

0800 030 4569 ANARD

For full details, flick to our ad in your copy of Evo - Just look for Quentin!
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Showroom Knowledge

SECOND TIME ROUND  (020) 7499 7442

Specializing in Rolex for 20 years!

Grays, 58 Davies St. London W1K 5LP

Audemars Piguet * Bvlgari * Cartier * Franck Muller * Hublot * Jaeger LeCoultre * Patek Philippe
* Piaget * Rolex * Vacheron et Constantin and all fine wristwatches...

WWW.SECONDTIMEROUND.COM  Bought, Sold & Exchanged

AU ST AN S S LITCHFIELD

www.litchfieldmotors.com AN \ N NS Hv N KD RENALINE ENGINEERED
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BUYING
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else, is bloody good fun.
What to pay
Early, high-mileage examples start

Ensure the servicing schedule
has been followed, as oil that's
in poor condition can lead to

check they're strong enough to
pop the hatch clear of the latch.
(Full guide, evo 215.)

0-62mph 5.4sec (claimed)
Top speed 155mph (limited)
Rating H k%%
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LexusISF 151R 07-'2 8/4969  417/6600  372/5200  1714kg 247 4.7 10.9 173 270 244  +Shockingly good Lexus - The M3's available as a (second hand) four-door too 0. 9.2.0.9 ¢
Lotus Carlton 170R 9193 6/3615  377/5200  419/4200  1658kg 231 4.8 10.6 176 - 170 + The Millennium Falcon of saloon cars - Every drive @ work-out Fokkkk
Maserati Ghibli 186D  £52615  6/2979  325/5000 406/1750  1810kg 182 5.6 163 223 294  +Bursting with character; good value compared to Quattroporte - It's still a big car b2 0.0.0%¢
Maserati Ghibli S 198D  £63760 6/2979  404/5500 406/4500 1810kg 227 50 - 177 242 272 +Stands out from the crowd; sounds good too - Chassis lacks finesse, engine lacks reach s
Maserati Quattroporte S 184D  £80115  6/2979  404/5500 406/1750  1860kg 221 51 - 77 242 2712 +Temptingalternative to V8 - Feel-free steering, secondary ride lacks decorum b2 0.0.0"¢
Maserati Quattroporte GTS 179D  £108185 8/3798  523/6800 479/2250 1900kg 280 47 - 190 274 239  +Performance, sense of occasion - Lacks the charisma and edge of its predecessor Sk ke
Maserati Quattroporte S 137R  08-12 8/4691  425/7000 361/4750  1990kg 216 51 121 1% 365 180  +AQPwiththebhpit deserves - Grilleis a bit Hannibal Lecter bt 0. 0.0
Maserati Quattroporte Sport GTS 141R ‘08-12 8/4691  433/7000  361/4750 1990kg 221 51 - 177 365 180  +Themost stylish supersaloon - Slightly wooden brakes, unforgiving ride 0. 9.0.0.07¢
Maserati Quattroporte 085R '04-08  8/4244  394/7000 333/4500 1930kg 207 5.1 - 7oo- 179 +Redefines big-car dynamics - Don't use auto mode b2, 0.0.0.¢
Maserati Quattroporte Sport GTS 13D '07-'08 8/4244  396/7000 339/4250  1930kg 208 55 - 67 - = + Best Quattroporte chassis so far - More power wouldn’t go amiss Fokok ko
Mercedes-Benz 190 2.5-16 185F  '89-'92  4/2498  201/6750  177/5500  1360kg W47 72 - 142 - 244+ M-B's M3alternative- Not as nimble as the Beemer Jokk kA
Mercedes-Benz CLA45 AMG 186D  £42,270  4/1991 355/6000 332/2250 1510kg 239 46 - 155 161 310 +Strong performance, classy cabin - Pricey compared to A45 AMG hatchback b2 0.0"0"¢
Mercedes-Benz GLA45 AMG 205R  £44,595  4/1991 355/6000 332/2250 1510kg 239 48 - 155 175 377  +Anaggressive and focused sports crossover - Low on driver interaction 0. 8.0.9.0%¢
Mercedes-AMG C63 209D £59,800 8/3982  469/5500 479/1750  1640kg 291 41 - 155 192 345  +Fastandfeelsome - Lacks the ultimate finesse and response of the C63 S b2 0.0.0¢
Mercedes-AMG C63 Estate 216R  £61260 8/3982  469/5500 479/1750  1710kg 279 42 - 155 196 336  +Muchmorefunthanitlooks - Gearbox dim-witted at low speeds okok ko
Mercedes-AMG C63 S 2R £66,545 8/3982  503/5500 516/1750 1655kg 309 40 - 155 192 345 +Tremendous twin-turbo V8 power - Not quite as focused as an M division car b2, 0.0.0.¢
Mercedes-Benz C63AMG 15IR 07-'14 8/6208  451/6800  442/5000 1655kg 277 4.4 9.7 160 280 235  +Monstrous pace and extremely engaging - Same-era M3isjust a little better.. Fokkkok
Mercedes-Benz C55 AMG 088R  '04-'08  8/5439  367/5250  376/4000 1635kg 228 52 - 85 - 237 + Furiously fast, commendably discreet - Overshadowed by M3 and RS4 kok ke
Mercedes-AMG E63 187D  £74115 8/5461  549/5500  531/1750 1770kg 315 42 - 155 230 288  +Power, response and accuracy in spades - A little lacking in originality b2 0.0.0¢
Mercedes-AMG E63 S 208R  £84710  8/5461  577/5500  590/1750  1795kg 327 41 - 155 229 288  +Effortless power; intuitive and approachable - Dim-witted auto 'box Fokokkok
Mercedes-Benz E63AMG (W212) 165R  T-13 8/5461  518/5250  516/1750 1765kg 298 4.2 - 155 230 288  +Turboengine doesn't dilute E63 experience - Sometimes struggles for traction... b2 0.0.0'¢
Mercedes-Benz E63 AMG (W212) 134D 09-T 8/6208  518/6800 465/5200 1765kg 298 45 - 155 295 224  +Asbelow, but withanextra libhp and squarer headlights - Steering still vague Fokokkk
Mercedes-Benz E63AMG (W211) 096D 06-09  8/6208 507/6800 465/5200 1765kg 292 45 - 55 - 19.8 -+ Brilliant engine, indulgent chassis - Vague steering, speed limits Jookk kA
Mercedes-Benz E55 AMG 052R 0306  8/5439  476/6100  516/2650  1760kg 271 4.8 102 155 - 219+ M5-humbling grunt, cosseting ride - Speed limits Fokokkk
Mercedes-Benz S63 AMG L 191D £119.835 8/5461  577/5500 664/2250 1995kg 294 44 - 155 237 279  +Monster pace - Average steering feel Jokkok
Mercedes-Benz CLS63 AMG S 199D  £86,500 8/5461  577/5500  590/1750  1795kg 327 41 - 155 231 285  +Remains quick and characterful - Dated gearbox, no four-wheel drive optioninthe UK sk
Mercedes-Benz CLS63 AMG 78R I-14 8/5461  518/5250  516/1700 1795kg 293 42 - 155 231 285  +Monsterperformance, 549bhp an option - Not as desirable as a Bentley or Aston Fokok ko
Mercedes-Benz CLS63AMG 099R  06-'11 8/6208  507/6100  464/2650 1905kg 270 45 - 155 345 195  + Beauty, comfort, awesome performance - M5 has the edge on B-roads b2, 0.0.0"¢
Mercedes-Benz GLE63 AMG S 218D £94405 8/5461  577/5500 560/1750  2270kg 258 4.2 - 155 276 239  +Stonking pace, extreme refinement - Feels remote b2 0.0 0%¢
Mercedes-Benz GLE63 AMG S Coupe 213D £96,555  8/5461  577/5500 560/1750  2275kg 258 42 - 155 278 237  +Subtlerthanan X6 M- More force than finesse kkk ke
Mercedes-Benz ML63 AMG 176R  £87005 8/5461  518/5250  516/1750 2210kg 232 41 - 155 276 239  +Greatengine, surprisingly good dynamics - £85K buys a Boxster and an ML350... b2, 0. 0.0"¢
Mercedes-Benz G63 AMG 172D £124000 8/5461  537/5500 560/2000 2475kg 220 54 - 130 32 - + |t exists; epic soundtrack - Ancient chassis, silly price kK FOK
Mitsubishi Evo X FQ-300 SST 18R '08-'13 4/1998  290/6500 300/3500 1590kg 185 5.2 13.9 155 256 262  +Evogetstwin-clutchtransmission - Not as exciting as it used to be b2, 0.0 0°¢
Mitsubishi Evo X FQ-360 122D '08-"13 4/1998  354/6500 363/3500 1560kg 231 41 - 155 328 199  +Ridiculously rapid new Evo - A five-speed gearbox?! Fokok ko
Mitsubishi Evo X FQ-330 SST 134R  08-12 4/1998  324/6500 322/3500  1590kg 207 44 - 155 256 - + Great engine and gearbox combo - It still lives in the shadow of the Evo IX Fokh ke
Mitsubishi Evo X FQ-400 18IR '09-'10 4/1998  403/6500 387/3500 1560kg 262 38 - 155 328 - + Most powerful factory Evo ever... - ..about X grand too much when new b2 0.0 0"¢
Mitsubishi Evo IX FQ-340 088R  05-07  4/1997  345/6800 321/4600  1400kg 250 4.3 109 157 - = + Gives Porsche drivers nightmares - Points. Lots of Kok kkk
Mitsubishi Evo IX MR FQ-360 18IR 05-07  4/1997  366/6887 363/3200 1400kg 266 39 - 157 - = + Well-executed engine upgrades - Prison food b2, 0.0.0.¢
Mitsubishi Evo VIll 055R  '03-04  4/1997  276/6500 289/3500  1410kg 199 51 - 57 - = + The Evo grows up- Brakes need beefing up Fkok ko
Mitsubishi Evo VIll MR FQ-300 057R  '03-05  4/1997  305/6800 289/3500 1400kg 221 48 - 157 - 20.5  + Extrapace, extraattitude- Extramoney Fokkkk
Mitsubishi Evo VIl 03IR  '02-03 4/1997  276/6500 282/3500 1360kg 206 5.0 13.0 140 - 204 + Terrific all-rounder - You tell us Fokkkk
Mitsubishi Evo VI Mékinen Edition 200R  '00-01 4/1997  276/6500  275/2750  1365kg 205 46 - 50 - = + Our favourite Evo- Subtle it is not Sk ok
Porsche Panamera 4S 186D  £86,080 6/2997  414/6000 383/1750  1870kg 225 48 - 177 208 317  +Strongperformance and typically fine Porsche chassis - Misses characterful V8 ofold'S”  Jek v
Porsche Panamera GTS 208R  £93391  8/4806  434/6700 383/3500 1925kg 229 44 - 78 249 264  +Vivacious V8, entertaining balance - Can feel light on performance next to turbo'd rivals sk %k
Porsche Panamera Turbo 137R  £108,006 8/4806  493/6000 516/2250 1970kg 254 3.6 8.9 188 270 246  +Fast,refined and dynamically sound - It still leaves us cold b2, 0.0 0°¢
Porsche Panamera Turbo S 159D 113 8/4806 ~ 542/6000 590/2250 1995kg 276 37 - 190 270 246  +Pace, excellent ergonomics - Steering feel, ride Fokok ok
Porsche MacanS 205R  £43648 6/2997  335/5500 339/1450  1865kg 183 54 - 157 204 314  +Nolesscompelling than the Turbo - Although lacks its ultimate speed and agility 2. 2.0 0 07
Porsche Macan GTS 217D £55188  6/2997  355/6000 369/1650 1895kg 190 52 - 159 212 307  +HandleslikeanSUV shouldn't - Still looks like an SUV Fokkkok
Porsche Macan Turbo 207D £59,648 6/3604 394/6000 406/1350 1925kg 208 4.5 1.1 165 208 307  +Doesn'tfeellike an SUV - Not a match for a proper sports saloon 0 8. 0.0.0¢
Porsche Cayenne GTS (Mk2, V6) 21D £72523  6/3604  434/6000 442/1600 2110kg 209 52 - 163 228 283  +Thedriver's Cayenne..-..but why would a driver want an SUV? b2 0.0.0¢
Porsche Cayenne GTS (Mk2, V8) 173D 12-15 8/4806  414/6500  380/3500 2085kg 202 56 - 162 251 264  +Dynamically the best SUV of its era - At two tons, it's still no sports car b.0.0.0.0'
Porsche Cayenne Turbo (Mk2) 212D £93574  8/4806  513/6000 533/2250  2185kg 239 45 - 173 261 252  +Remarkable performance, handling, completeness - Vague steering, dated engine b2, 0.0.0"¢
Porsche Cayenne Turbo S (Mk2) 184D  £118455 8/4806 562/6000 590/2500 2235kg 255 4l - 176 267 246  +More powerand torque thanaZondaS7.3-InanSUV Fokokkk
Range Rover Evoque Coupe Si4 160D  £46,660 4/1999  237/6000 251/1900  1670kg 144 70 - 135 199 - + Striking looks, sporting dynamics - Hefty price, and petrol version is auto-only Sk ke
Range Rover Sport SDV8 - £84,350 8/4367  334/3500 546/1750  2359kg 144 65 - 140 219 336  +Abrilliantlong-distance machine - Doesn't live up to the ‘Sport’ branding b2, 0. 0.0"¢
Range Rover Sport V8 Supercharged 186D  £84,350 8/5000 503/6000 460/2500 2335kg 219 50 - 155 298 217 + Deceptively quick and capable sports SUV - It's still got a weight problem 20,8, 0. 07
Range Rover Sport SVR 22D £95150  8/5000 542/6000 501/3500  2335kg 236 45 - 162 298 217  +Characterful drivetrain; genuine off-road ability - Not a match for itsrivals on theroad  Jk 5
Range Rover SDV8 180D  £80,850 8/4367  334/3500  516/1750 2360kg 144 65 - 140 229 325  +Lighter,more capable, even more luxurious - Diesel V6 model feels more alert Fokokkok
Rolls-Royce Ghost 186D  £216,864 12/6592 563/5250 575/1500  2360kg 242 4T - 155 317 208 +It'squicker thanyou think - It's more enjoyable driven slowly b.2.0.0.0°¢
Rolls-Royce Phantom 054R  £310,200 12/6749  453/5350 531/3500  2560kg 180 57 - 149 377 180  +Rollsreinvented for the 21st Century - The roads are barely big enough Fokokkk
Subaru WRX STI 201R  £28995  4/2457  296/6000 300/4000 1534kg 196 52 - 158 242 272  +FastSubarusaloonreturns (again) - Without a power increase ek kv
Subaru WRX STI 151D 10-'13 4/2457  296/6000 300/4000 1505kg 200 51 - 158 243 269  +Fast Subarusaloon returns - Without the blue paint andgold wheels b2, 0.0.0.¢
Subaru Impreza WRX GB270 109D 07 4/2457  266/5700  310/3000  1410kg 192 52 - 143 - - + Fitting final fling for ‘classic’ Impreza - End of an era 2. 0.0.0.0 '
SubaruImpreza STI 090R '05-'07  4/2457  276/6000 289/4000 1495kg 188 53 - 58 - 259  + Stunning to drive - Not so stunning to look at Fokk ko
Subaru Impreza RB320 105R 07 4/2457  316/6000 332/3750  1495kg 215 48 - 55 - = + Fitting tribute to a rallying legend - Too hardcore for some? Fokokkok
SubaruImpreza WRX STI PPP 073R 03-05  4/1994  300/6000 299/4000 1470kg 207 5.2 129 148 - = + A Subaru with real edge - Bit too edgy in the wet Sk kAol
SubaruImpreza Turbo O0nR 98-'00  4/1994  2I5/5600 214/4000  1235kg 177 5.4 14.6 144 - 272 + Destined for classic status - Thirsty Fokokkok
Subaru Impreza P1 200R  '00-01 4/1994  276/6500 260/4000 1283kg 219 4.9 13.3 150 - 25.0  + Ultimate old-shape Impreza- Prices reflect this 2. 0.2.0.0.¢
Subaru Impreza RB5 (PPP) 187R 99 4/1994  237/6000 258/3500 1235kg 195 5.0 141 143 - = + Perfect blend of poise and power - Limited numbers b2, 0.0.0.¢
SubaruImpreza 22B 188R  98-'99  4/2212  276/6000 265/3200 1270kg 220 5.0 13.1 150 - - + The ultimate Impreza- Doesn’t come cheap 2. 2.8.0.0.9
TeslaModel S P85D 208D  £79,080 5I5kW 691 687 223%g 314 32 - 155 0 n/a  +Dual motors and 4WD equals extraordinary acceleration - Lack of charging points Jokok ke
Tesla Model S Performance 196R 14 310kW 416 442 2100kg 201 42 - B30 0 n/a  +Intoxicating performance, soothing refinement - Generic styling, charging limitations Yk 4
Vauxhall Insignia VXR SuperSport 189D  £29824 6/27192  321/5250  321/5250  1825kg 179 56 - 70 249 266  +A170mph Vauxhall - Should be a more engaging steer Fokok ok
Vauxhall Vectra VXR 102D '06-'09  6/2792  276/5500 262/1800  1580kg 177 6.1 - 61 - 274+ Great engine, effortless pace, good value - Numb steering, lumpy ride b2, 0.0.0"¢
Vauxhall VXR8 GTS 215D £54,499 8/6162  576/6150  545/3850 1834kg 319 42 - 155 363 185  +Monsterengine; engagingdriving experience - Woeful interior b2 0. 0.0%¢
Volvo V60 Polestar 197D £49775  6/2953  345/5250 369/3000 1759kg 199 50 - 155 237 277 +First Volvo to get a full Polestar makeover - Still a close relative of the standard V60 b2, 0.0 0%¢
NISSAN 3702
Why would you? around £13k. £15k-20k gets a low- overheating. On manual cars, SPECIFICATION
Because it has rear-wheel drive, a mileage 2010/2011 car. Coupes check the Synchro Rev system ——
gutsy V6 engine and a reputation are worth more than convertibles works on every downshift. Listen Years 2009-present
for reliability. It may not be the with the same provenence. Nismo for suspension clonks or knocks — Engine V6, 3696cC
last word in finesse, but it has a versions are available from £25k. it could be a worn drop link. Early Power 326bhp @ 7000rpm
unique character and, above all What to look out for cars had weak hatch springs, so Torque 2691b ft @ 5200rpm
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OUR CHOICE

Porsche Boxster Spyder. If you want six cylinders in your Boxster, best grab a
981-generation version before they're all gone, as the four-cylinder 781 Boxster
will be along any minute. Of the 981s, the Spyder would be our pick, but the
3.4-litre GTS and S, and even the basic 2.7, are all true five-star cars, too.

BEST OF THE REST

Lotus’s Exige S Roadster counters the Boxster with a more focused driving
experience, while the more-affordable Elise continues to defy its age. Jaguar's
F-type also impresses in both V6 (left) and V8 forms, but for the ultimate
thrills, get a Caterham 620R, Ariel Atom or Radical.
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Alfa Romeo 4C Spider 21D £59,500  4/1742 237/6000  258/2200  940kg 256 45 - 160 161 409  +Stunningly beautiful; better steering than coupe - Still has the coupe’s other foibles D00 0%
Alfa Romeo 8C Spider I61R  09-11 84691  450/7000 354/4750  1675kg 273 45 - 8 - ° + Beauty meets beast. They hit it off - Boot is useless for touring kkkk
Alpina D4 Biturbo Convertible 212D £54950 6/2993  345/4000 516/1500  1815kg 193 50 - 7 156 479  +Asmuch torque asa 997 Turbo - A diesel convertible wouldn't be our choice of Alpina  Jsk %5
Ariel Atom 3.5 Supercharged 180D  £38,000 4/1998 310/8400  169/7200  550kg 573 27 - 15 - s +Asmad as ever - Rain Jokkkk
Ariel Atom 3.5R 198R  £64800 4/1998  350/8400 243/6100  550kg 647 26 - 155 - = +Remarkable balance, poise and pace - Pricey b2 0.0.0.¢
Ariel Atom 3245 1130 0812  4/1998  245/8200  155/5200  500kg 498 32 - 50 - 330  +The Atomjust got a little bit better - Can still be a bit draughty... Fokkkok
Ariel Atom 3 Supercharged 138R ‘09-12  4/1998  300/8200 162/7200  550kg 554 33 - 55 - = +It's brilliant - It's mental Fokkkk
Ariel Atom Mugen 165R 12-13 4/1998  270/8300 188/6000  550kg 499 29 - 150 - = + Perfect engine for the Atom’s chassis - Only ten were made R 2.0.0.0.¢
Ariel Atom V8 500 165R  10-12 8/3000  475/10,500 284/7750  550kg 877 3.0 58 170 - = +An experience unlike anything else on Planet Car - £150K for an Atom Kk kkk
Ariel Nomad 210R  £33000 4/2354  235/7200  221/4300  670kg 365 34 - 134 - = +Off-road capabilities make for a super plaything - No Bluetooth R 0.0.2.0.9
Aston Martin V8 Vantage Roadster 130R  £89994  8/4735 420/7000  346/5750  1710kg 250 47 - 180 328 204  +Sportiest, coolest drop-top Aston in years - Starting to feel its age Jkokok v
Aston Martin V8 Vantage S Roadster 161R £108995 8/4735 430/7300  361/5000 1690kg 258 46 - 189 299 219  +Soundsamazing, looks even better - Still not the best drop-top in its class b2 0.0.0¢
Aston Martin V12 Vantage S Roadster 22R £147000 12/5935  565/6750  457/5750  1745kg 329 41 - 201 343 192  +Abrilliant two-seat roadster... - ..let down by a frustrating gearbox Fokkkoke
Aston Martin V12 Vantage Roadster 175R -4 12/5935  510/6500  420/5750  1760kg 294 44 - 90 - = +As good as the coupe, with amplified V12 rumble - Just a smidgen shakier Jokok ke
Aston Martin DB9 Volante 150D £141995 12/5935  470/6000  443/5000 1815kg 263 46 - 190 368 182  +Consummate cruiser and capable when pushed - Roof-up wind noise bt 0.0.0.¢
Aston Martin DBS Volante 133D 0912 12/5935 510/6500  420/5750 1810kg 286 43 - 191 388 173  +Afeelgood carparexcellence - It's a bit of a heavyweight ok ke
Audi TTS Roadster 207D £41085 4/1984  306/5800 280/1800  1450kg 214 52 - 155 169 387  +Aserious proposition, ranking close behind a Boxster S - Coupe still looks better R 0.0.0.07¢
Audi TTS Roadster 122D 08-'14  4/1984  268/6000 258/2500 1455kg 187 56 - 155 189 349  +Effortlessly quick - Long-term appeal open to question b2 0.0.0%¢
Audi TTRS Roadster 133D '09-14  5/2480  335/5400 332/1600 1510kg 225 47 - 155 212 310  +Terrificengine..-..is the best thing about it Fokkk
Audi S5 Cabriolet 130D £46770 6/2995  328/5500 325/2900 1875kg 178 56 - 155 199 332  +Getsthe S4'strick supercharged engine - Bordering on dull D 2.0.0.0%¢
AudiRS5 Cabriolet 179D  £69,505 8/4163  444/8250 317/4000  1920kg 235 49 - 155 249 264  +Pace,looks, interior, naturally aspirated V8 - Not the last word in fun or involvement ook kAot
AudiRS4 Cabriolet 094D  '06-08  8/4163 414/7800  317/5500  1845kg 228 49 - 55 - = + That engine - Wibble wobble, wibble wobble, jelly on a plate b2 0.0%0"¢
AudiR8 V8 Spyder 186D -5 8/4163 424/7900 3176000  1660kg 259 48 - 187 337 196  +Moredelicate and subtle than the V10 - The V10 sounds even better kokk ok
BAC Mono 18OR  £124,255 4/2261 280/7700  206/6000 540kg 527 28 - 70 - - + The most single-minded track car available - That means no passengers... b2 0.0.0¢
Bentley Continental GT V8 Convertible 168R  £150,200 8/3993  500/6000 487/1700  2395kg 212 47 - 187 254 259  +One of the world's best topless GTs - Still no sports car Fokokk v
Bentley Continental GTV8S Convertible 194D £160,500 8/3993  521/6000  502/1700  2395kg 221 45 - 191 258 254  +Atruedrivers Bentley - Excessively heavy; feels likeit could give more K kkkk
Bentley Conti GT Speed Convertible 187D £181,000 12/5998  626/6000 605/1700  2420kg 263 41 - 203 347 190  +Effortless performance, style - Running costs a tad on the high side bt 0.0.0.¢
Bentley Continental Supersports 147D 10-12 12/5998  621/6000  590/2000 2395kg 263 39 - 202 388 173  +Fast, capable and refined - Coupe does the Supersports thing better Kok ke
BMW M235i Convertible 207D  £37710  6/2979  321/5800  332/1300  1600kg 204 52 - 155 199 332  +Neat styling; great drivetrain - Loss of dynamic ability compared with coupe R 0.0.0 04
BMW Z4 sDrive 35i M Sport (Mk2) 186D  £43005 6/2979  302/5800 295/1300  1505kg 204 52 - 155 219 301  +Looks, hard-top versatility, drivetrain - Clumsy chassis is upset by ragged surfaces b2 0.0 0%¢
BMW Z4 3.0si (MKkT) 094D '06-09 6/2996  265/6600 232/2750 1310kg 205 57 - B5 - 329  + Terrific straight-six - Handling not as playful as we'd like b2, 0.0.0"¢
BMW Z4 M Road’ster 09IR  '06-'09  6/3246  338/7900 269/4900  14I0kg 244 4.8 - 55 - 233+ Exhilarating and characterful, that engine - Stiff suspension b2 0.0.0¢
BMW M Roadster 002R  '98-02  6/3246  325/7400  258/4900 1375kg 240 53 - B5 - 254+ Fresh-air M3, that motor, hunky looks - M Coupe drives better Kkk ke
BMW 435i Convertible 194D  £45680 6/2979  302/5800 295/1200 1740kg 176 56 - 155 190 348  +Impressive chassis, smart looks, neat roof - Extra weight, not as composed as coupe sk kool
BMW M4 Convertible (F83) 202D £61045  6/2979  425/5500  406/1850 1750kg 247 46 - 155 213 310  +Asgoodas fast four-seat drop-tops get... - ..but still not as good as a coupe or saloon sk d sk
BMW M3 Convertible (E93) 1m0 08-13 8/3999  414/8300  295/3900 1810kg 232 53 - 155 297 222  +MDCT transmission, pace, slick roof - Extra weight blunts the edge b2, 0.0.0"¢
BMW M3 Convertible (E46) 035D 0I-06  6/3246  338/7900 269/5000 1655kg 207 53 - B - 233+ That engine - Gets the wobbles on British B-roads Fokk ok
BMW Z8 026R  '00-'03  8/4941  400/6600 369/3800 1585%kg 256 4.8 11 155 - 144+ M5-powered super-sportster- M5's more fun to drive LeRat 2 0
Caterham Seven160 198R  £19710  4/660 80/7000  79/3400 490kg 166 65 - 100 - = +The fabulous Seven formula at its most basic - Gets pricey with options R 2.0.2.0 ¢
Caterham Seven 270 219R  £23795 4/1595  135/6800  122/4100  540kg 254 50 - 122 - o + Feisty engine, sweetly balanced, manic and exciting - The temptation of more power sk kkk
Caterham Seven 360 209R  £27795  4/1999  180/7300  143/6100  560kg 327 48 - 130 - = +Extra power is welcome - You'll need the six-speed gearbox to make the most of it b2.0.0.0.¢
Caterham Seven 420 220R  £30,795 4/1999  210/7600  150/6300  560kg 381 4.3 - 136 - = +It’s the one we built for ourselves - Trickier on the limit than lesser-powered Sevens ekkk ok
@ Caterham Seven 620S 220D £44995 4/1999 310/7700  219/7350  610kg 516 34 - 155 - = + Ludicrous, near-620R pace, with added habitability - Well, ‘habitable’ for a Seven... b2.0.0.0.¢
Caterham Seven 620R 187R £50,795 4/1999  310/7700  219/7350  572kg 551 28 - 155 - = +Banzai on track, yet still relevant on the road - £50k for a Seven? D 2.0.0.0.¢
Caterham Seven CSR 094R  £47295  4/2261 256/7500  200/6200 565kg 460 3.8 - 155 - = + Brilliant for high days, holidays and trackdays - Wet Wednesdays Sk kAol
Caterham Seven Roadsport 125 105R  07-14 4/1595 125/6100 120/5350  53%g 235 59 - mwo - = + Great debut for new Ford-engined model - Bigger drivers need SV model b2 0.0.0¢
Caterham Seven Supersport 165R -4 4/1595 140/6900  120/5790  520kg 273 49 - 20 - = +One of the best Caterhams is also one of the cheapest of its era - It's quite minimalist k%
Caterham Seven Supersport R 180D 13-4 4/1999  180/7300  143/6100  535kg 342 48 - B30 - = +One of the best road-and-track Sevens - Impractical, noisy, uncomfortable Fkkkok
Caterham Seven Superlight R300 150R  09-12  4/1999  175/7000  139/6000  5I5kg 345 45 - %o - = + Possibly all the Caterham you need - Theyre not cheap Fokkkk
Caterham Seven Superlight R500 123R ‘08-14  4/1999  263/8500 177/7200  506kg 528 29 - B0 - - + Better power-to-weight ratio than a Veyron - Until you add the driver Jokkkk
Caterham Levante 13IR ‘09-10  8/2398  550/10000 300/8500 520kg  107% 4.8 82 150 - = + Twice the power-to-weight ratio of a Veyron! - Not easy to drive slowly R 0.0.2.0 ¢
Caterham Seven R300 068R 0206  4/1796 160/7000  130/5000  500kg 325 47 - 30 - = + Our 2002 Trackday Car of the Year- Not for wimps Jokkkok
Caterham Seven R500 200R  '99-06  4/1796 230/8600 155/7200  460kg 510 3.6 8.8 146 - = + The K-series Seven at its very best - No cup holders b2 0.0.0 ¢
Donkervoort D8 GTO Performance 185R  £120,000 5/2480  375/5500  350/1750  695kg 548 28 - 168 - > + There's nothing else like it - Pricey for a car with a five-cylinder engine kkkok
Ferrari California T 212D £154,460 8/3855  552/7500  557/4750  1729%kg 324 36 - 196 250 269 +Turbocharged engineisatriumph - Still places daily useability above outright thrills Da2.0.0.0%¢
Ferrari California 171D ‘08-14 844297  483/7750  372/5000 1735kg 283 38 - 193 299 - + Revised with sharper performance and dynamics - We'd still take a 458 Spider b2 0.0.0¢
Honda S2000 18D '99-09  4/1997  237/8300  153/7500  1260kg 191 6.2 - 50 - 28.2  +Analternative and rev-happy roadster - The Boxster’s better kk ke
Jaguar F-type Convertible 186R  £56,745 6/2995  335/6500 332/3500 1587kg 214 55 - 161 234 288  +Beautiful, enjoyable, responsive - Noticeably junior to the V6 S R 0.0. 0. 074
Jaguar F-type S Convertible 183R £65745 6/2995  375/6500 339/3500 1604kg 238 53 - 171 234 288  +Better-damped and more rounded than the V8 S - A Boxster Sis £20k cheaper 0 0.2.0.0¢
Jaguar F-type R Convertible - £92,295 8/5000  542/6500 501/3500 1665kg 331 40 - 186 255 264  +Pace,characterful V8 - Costs £25k more thanthe S Fekk ko
Jaguar F-type Project 7 212R 5 8/5000  567/6500  501/2500  1585kg 363 39 - 186 - o + Noise, performance, adjustability - Expensive, and not the GT3 rival we would have liked k-
Jaguar F-type V8 S Convertible I83R 13-4 8/5000  488/6500 461/2500  1665kg 298 4.3 - 186 259 255  + Wilderthanthe V6 S - Could be too exuberant for some khkk
Jaguar XKR Convertible 130R  '09-14  8/5000 503/6000 461/2500 1725k 296 46 - 155 292 230 +Fantastic 5-litre V8- Loses sporting ground to its main foes ba2.0.0.0"¢
Jaguar XKR-S Convertible 7R  I-14 8/5000  542/6500  502/2500 1725kg 319 4.2 - 186 292 230 +Loudandmad; mostexciting Jagin years - It was also the most expensive in years ok kAo
KTM X-Bow GT 183D  £95880 4/1984  281/6400  310/3200  875kg 326 41 - 144 189 340  +Extraordinary ability, now in a more road-friendly package - Price b2 0.0.0¢
KTM X-Bow R 165R  £87480 4/1984  296/5500 295/3300  818kg 368 36 - 144 - > + Sharper handling, more power - Pityit’s not even lighter, and cheaper Fokokk v
KTM X-Bow 138R 0812  4/1984  237/5500  229/2000 818kg 294 38 - 137 - - + Mad looks; real quality feel - Heavier and pricier than you'd hope Fekkk

AUDI RS4 (B5) ISSUE 021, JULY 2000

Spiritual successor ‘Not only does the RS4 easily (125mph) in 17 dead, with we could throw it at - so grippy
: tothe RS2, this exceed its nominal 155mph 100mph disappearing somewhere that you couldn’t remotely
Ll was Audi’s second Ta)ﬂmum spegd onthe arot{nd 5. . . ta‘ke the m|§key out of |‘ts limits
estate car that . utobahn, but it also gets there . The suspension control is wthout r|sk|ng avery big hgo\ey
h h th ht it like a stabbed rat. The power impeccable. The RS4 handles indeed. In virtually any public-road
w VJ ought I w_as_a comes in early, stays on hard, ordinary roads like shooting fish scenario the car is simply better
=T =T supercar. Tt“s Is and goes down solidly, punching inabarrel, to the extent that on than the opportunities.
1 E what we said the RS4 to 100kph (62mph) in the roads we drove, the car was ‘Not that it isn't enjoyable.
a claimed 4.9sec, and 200kph simply too good for the corners The sheer performance is a joy.
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THE NATIONAL KIT CAR MOTOR SHOW

STUNELEIGH

> BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND Sunday Ist & Monday 2nd May 2016€

The BIGGEST kit car KIT

show in the WORLD! how sponsor

THE ANNUAL MEGCA FOR | at STI]NELEIGH PARK

KIT GAR ENTHUSIASTS | ROYAL SHOWGROUND,
STONELEIGH, Nr. KENILWORTH,

WARWICKSHIRE, CV8 2LZ

SAT NAV
V8 2LZ T
THE KIT CAR BE THERE!
INDUSTRY'S MAIN DIRECTIONS
SHUWRIF.LTHE YEAR 100 e EZTITE"ZZ'E'!D"EEE BAT13
FEEII IIII,E 18 UF THADE STANDS From M6 or Mﬁs: Exit MB J2 to join A4B.
MBS to A4B. Exit A4B tn.JmQ B4114.
L LLABIIE i ANAFACTURERS & From M Moot 21,152
TIGKETS
NEW I.AUNBHES Advance Tickets: £12*
FEATURE DISPLAYS Available until 18th April
Children (8 -16/ £5
WSCC IN MOTORSPORT Tickets on the Door £15
Children [8 - 6] £5
w FREE Show Guide

The one and unlg FREE Parking

WORLD FAMOUS | 2\ snow

4[":"] kit car motor show aplan SPONSOrS

fnsurance

oreens  IKITY; 500 |ALL ENQUIRIES

G >SHOW GUIDE | MUSIC B! fJJJ\JJ;Y TELEPHONE

80 01406 372600
ec ChnDnvens: | . CAMP ON sﬁ!;[ E 01406 372601

[-Fnr sk View prices and book at www.nationalkitcarshow.co.uk | *Credit and Oebit Card bookings are subject to a
kit cars on the day) 50p booking fee per transaction.

Organised by: Grosvenor Shows Ltd, www.nationalkitcarshow.co.uk



RATINGS * Thrill-free zone %% Tepid k% Interesting sk k% Seriously good k% %% A truly great car
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Lotus Elise 1.6 144D
Lotus Elise 1.6 Club Racer 183R
Lotus Elise S 2R
Lotus Elise S Club Racer 189D
Lotus Elise S Cup 207D
Lotus Exige S Roadster 186R
Lotus Elise R 068R
Lotus Elise SC I3IR
LotusElise S1.8 104R
Lotus Elise TS 049R
Lotus Elise Sport 135 040D
Lotus Elise Sport 190 044R
Lotus Elise (S1) 126R

@ Lotus 3-Eleven 220R

Lotus 2-Eleven 126R
Lotus 2-Eleven Supercharged 123R
Lotus 2-Eleven GT4 138R
Lotus 340R 126R
Lotus Elan SE 095R
Maserati GranCabrio 142D
Maserati GranCabrio Sport 161D
Maserati GranCabrio MC 185D
Mazda MX-5 2.0i Sport (Mk4) 219R
Mazda MX-52.0i Sport Tech (Mk3.5) 212R
Mazda MX-51.8i (Mk3) 091R
Mazda MX-51.8i (Mk2) 017k
Mazda MX-51.6 (Mki) 1BIR
Mercedes-Benz SLK 350 Sport 161R
Mercedes-Benz SLK 55 AMG 186R
Mercedes-Benz SLK 55 AMG 087R
Mercedes-Benz SLK 55 AMG Black Series  110R
Mercedes-Benz SL500 169D
Mercedes-Benz SL63 AMG 7D
Mercedes-Benz SL65 AMG 183D
Mercedes-Benz SL63 AMG 7o
Mercedes-Benz SL55 AMG 070R
Mercedes-Benz SL65 AMG 071D
Mercedes-Benz SLS AMG Roadster 167R
Morgan 3 Wheeler 198R
Morgan Plus 8 Speedster 202R
Morgan Plus 8 7R
Morgan Aero SuperSports 145R
Morgan Aero 8 105R
Nissan 370Z Roadster 143R
Porsche Boxster (981) 172R
Porsche Boxster S (981) 186R
Porsche Boxster GTS (981) 203D
Porsche Boxster Spyder (981) 215F
Porsche Boxster (987) 219R
Porsche Boxster S (987) 161R
Porsche Boxster Spyder (987) 188R
Porsche Boxster (986 2.7) 049R
Porsche Boxster S (986) 070R
Porsche 911 Carrera S Cabriolet (991.1) 171R
Radical SR3 SL 174R
Radlical SR8LM 38R
Renault Sport Spider 183R
Toyota MR2 187R
TVR Tamora 070R
TVR Tuscan Convertible 091R
TVR Chimaera 5.0 007R
TVR Griffith 4.3 068R
TVR Griffith 500 009R
Vauxhall VX220 023R
Vauxhall VX220 Turbo 066R
Vuhl 05 220R
ZenosE10S 214R

£98,940
£104,535
£112,370
£22,505
'09-15
'05-09
'98-'05

'00-'04
'03-05

£59,995
£30,595

4/1798
4/1798
6/3456
4/1796
4/1794
4/1794
4/1796
4/1796
4/1796
4/1796
6/3456
4/1796
4/1796
4/1796
4/1796
4/1588
8/4691
8/4691
8/4691
4/1998
4/1999
4/1798
4/1839
4/1597
6/3498
8/5461
8/5439
8/5439
8/4663
8/5461
12/5980
8/6208
8/5439
12/5980
8/6208
2/1976
8/4799
8/47199
8/4799
8/4799
6/3696
6/2706
6/3436
6/3436
6/3800
6/2893
6/3436
6/3436
6/2687
6/3179
6/3800
4/2000
8/2800
4/1998
4/1794
6/3605
6/3996
8/4988
8/4280
8/4988
4/2198
4/1998
4/2000
471999

217/6800
217/6800
345/7000
189/7800
218/8000
134/6200
156/7000
135/6200
190/7800
118/5500
410/7000
189/7800
252/8000
266/8200
190/7800
165/6600
434/7000
444/7000
454/7000
158/6000
158/7000
124/6500
146/7000
115/6500
302/6500
416/6800
355/5750
394/5750
429/5250
530/5500
621/4800
518/6800
493/6100
604/4800
563/6800
82/5250
362/6300
362/6300
362/6300
362/6300
326/7000
261/6700
311/6700
325/6700
370/6700
252/6400
306/6400
316/7200
226/6300
260/6200
394/7400
300/6000
460/10,500
148/6000
138/6400
350/7200
365/6800
320/5500
280/5500
320/5500
145/5800
197/5500
285/5600
250/7000

PANV/AN[BWAN = =

PARR Motorsport have limited opportunities for drives in the all-new Porsche Motorsport Cayman
The car is available for track days, tests and racing.

LB FT/RPM

118/4400
118/4400
184/4600
18474600
184/4600
295/4500
133/6800
156/5000
12774200
129/4650
129/4850
128/5000
122/3000
302/3000
133/6800
179/7000
179/7200
146/5000
148/4200
332/4750
376/4750
383/4750
147/4600
139/5000
123/4500
124/5000
100/5500
273/3500
398/4500
376/4000
383/3750
516/1800
590/2000
737/2300
464/5200
516/2650
737/2000
479/4750
103/3250
370/3600
370/3600
370/3600
361/3400
269/5200
206/4500
265/4500
273/4500
310/4750
214/4400
265/5500
273/4750
192/4700
228/4700
324/5600
265/4000
260/8000
136/4500
125/4400
290/5500
315/6000
320/3750
305/4000
320/3750
150/4000
184/1950
310/3000
295/2500

BHP/TON

55
160
239
2

237
301
223
254
158
197
189
272
164
450
267
362
403
293
164
223
228
234
161
146
108
140

209
262
229
268
255
304
336
278
256
302
345

368
334
312

334
213

202
239
246
286
192

229
252
182

200

393
687
157

141

338
337
307
268
307
168
215

405
350

5 The Faraday Centre, Faraday Road, Crawley, West Sussex RH10 9PX

0-100MPH

18.7

2.1

n2

MAX MPH

145

148
27
131

129
135
126
174

140
150
155
126
137

177
179
133
138

197

170

164

131

160
195+
167
148
167
136
151
152
145

€02 G/KM

181

167
195

212
231
270
328

308
215

282
256

262
192
206

230
221
223
221

19.5
409
36.2

325
308
336
235
310

Uk
200

214
30.3
233
257

252

221
34.4

THE

KNOWLEDGE

VO RATING

+New 1.6 Elise is light andfantastic - Smaller engine could put some off

+Even lighter, even more focused - A touch pricey for a stripped-out Elise

+New supercharged Elise boasts epic grip and pace - £37K before (pricey) options...
+Purist approach intensifies ability - Lightest, option-free spec requires commitment
+Rewards precision like no other Elise - You can't remove the roof

+ Like the hard-top Exige S, but more road-friendly - Boxster Sis abetter all-rounder
+ Most thrillsome Elise yet - Blaring engine note

+ All the usual Elise magic - Supercharged engine lacks sparkle

+ Brilliant entry-level Elise - Precious little

+ A genuinely useable Elise - Air-con? In an Elise?

+ One of our fave S2 Elises - Brakes need more bite and pedal feel

+ Fabulous trackday tool- Pricey

+ Amodern classic- A tad impractical?

+ Afantastically exciting Lotus - If not exactly a groundbreaking one

+ Not far off supercharged car’s pace - Pricey once it's made road-legal

+ Impressive on road and track - Not hardcore enough for some

+ evo Track Car of the Year 2009 - It's a 76-grand Lotus with no roof

+ Hardcore road-racer.. - ...that looks like a dune buggy from Mars

+ Awesome front-drive chassis - Rather uninvolving

+As good to drive as it is to look at - Lacks the grunt of some rivals

+Looks, performance, cruising ability - Brakes could be sharper

+Most powerful GranCabrio yet - The GranCabrio is starting to show its age

+ Lightest MX-5 since the MK1 - Lacks intensity

+ Handles brilliantly again; folding hard-top also available - Less than macho image
+ Gearchange, interior - Lost some of the charm of old MX-5s; dubious handling

+ Affordable ragtops don't get much better- Cheap cabin

+ The original and still (pretty much) the best - Less than rigid

+Best non-AMG SLK yet - Still no Boxster-beater

+Quicker and more economical than ever - Needs to be sharper, too

+ Superb engine, responsive chassis - No manual option, ESP spoils fun

+ AMG gets serious - Dull-witted 7G-Tronic auto box, uneven dynamics

+ Wafty performance, beautifully engineered - Lacks ultimate sports car feel
+Monster performance, lighter than before - Still heavy, steering lacks consistency
+ Chassis just about deals with the power - Speed limits

+ More focused than old SL55 AMG - Lost some of its all-round appeal

+ As fast as a Murciélago- Not as much fun

+ Gob-smacking performance - Gob-smackingly pricey

+Loses none of the coupe’s talents - But (understandably) loses the gullwing doors
+ Quirky, characterful, brilliant - Can become a two-wheeler if you push too hard

+ Fantastic old-school roadster experience - Gets unsettled by bigbumps

+ Hilarious mix of old looks and new mechanicals - Refinement is definitely old-school
+ As above, with a V8 and targa top - It’s proper supercar money

+ Glorious sound, view over bonnet, dynamics - Awkward-looking rear

+ The Zed's old-school character remains intact - Its purposeful looks don’t
+Goes and looks better; cleanest Boxster ever - Steering now electric to help cut CO2
+Boxster steps out of 911's shadow - But gets 911's less appealing electric steering
+Superb dynamics, fantastic engine, great looks - Sport suspensionis very firm

+ The fastest, most rewarding Boxster yet - Feedback trails the Cayman GT4's

+ Another brilliant Boxster - Lighter steering than before

+ As above, but with more power - As above

+ Lighter, more driver-centric Boxster - Collapsed-brolly roof not the most practical
+ Stillanimpeccable sports car - Very little

+ Added power is seductive- As above

+ Drives just like the coupe - Which means the same artificial steering

+Qur 201 Track Car of the Year, and it's road-legal - You'll need to wrap up warm

+ Fastest car around the Nordschleife - Convincing people it's road legal

+ Rarity, fabulous unassisted steering feel - Heavier than you'd hope

+ Tight lines, taut dynamics - Minimal luggage space

+ Well-sorted soft-top TVR - Awkward styling

+ Spirit of the Griffreborn- Over 195mph? Really?

+ Gorgeous noise, tarmac-rippling grunt - Details

+ The car that made TVR. Cult status - Mere details

+ Gruffdiamond- A few rough edges

+ Absurdly good Vauxhall- The badge?

+ Nothing comes close for the money- Marginal everyday usability

+Impressive pace and quality - You can get amore thrills froma Caterham at half the price
+Neutral and exploitable - Prescriptive balance

o

motorsport@parr-uk.co.uk // +44 (0) 1293 537 911 parr-uk

K Fokkk
Jok Kok k
Kk ok k
ok dokk
Jook ok k
Kok ok k
Jokkokk
K Fok ko
Kk Kok
Kk Fhok
Kk Fkkok
Jokok Kk
Kk Fkok
Kk K hk
Kok FAok
Aok dok
Jokk Kk
Kk Fhok
Jokok ke
Kk Aok
Kk Kok
Kok ok
Kk ki
Jokok Kk
RefaRaRaAS
Jok ok Kk
Kk Fhok
Aokt
Jokok Yok
Kk ok
Jokok ke
Kk ok
Kok koK
Kk Fhk
Kk
Jokok Kk
Kk FAok
Jokk Kk
Kk Fkk
Jokk ke
Jok kK
Kk ok
Jokok ke
Kk Fhk
Kk Kok
Kk FAok
Kk ok
Jokk Kk
Kk Fkok
Jok ok Kk
Kk Fhok
Aok ok
Jokk kk
Kok Aok
Kok Fkhok
Kok Fkok
Kk Kk
Kk FAok
Kk
Fokok Kk
Kk ok
Jokk Kk
Kk FAok
Aok Aok
Kok Fhok
Kk ko
Kok Kk

www.evo.co.uk 185

SPORTS CARS / CONVERTIBLES



RACE CAR ROAD CAR PERFORMANCE HISTORIC SPECIAL VEHICLES

ololo] RENE/NSERIINE

MADE FORBMESTREETS

If you appreciate control, style and performance, our
caliper, disc and brake kit upgrades are designed for you.

We draw on our race pedigree to reduce brake system
weight, improve track day durability and provide precise
control with no fade. Braking confidence guaranteed.

Upgrade to AP Racing brakes and clutches for ultimate control.

The science of friction

T: +44 (0) 24 7663 9595 E: roadtech@apracing.co.uk W: www.apracing.com RQC'nG



THE
KNOWLEDGE
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RATINGS

* Thrill-free zone % Tepid % Interesting % k% Seriously good % % % %% A truly great car

OUR CHOICE

Porsche Cayman GT4. Porsche’s Motorsport department has finally been
let loose on the Cayman and the result is exactly what we all hoped for. In
fact it’s so good it won our 2015 evo Car of the Year test — even despite the
991-generation 911 GT3 RS also being in attendance. Who saw that coming?

BEST OF THE REST

The 911 GT3 RS is still fabulous, of course (it came third at eCoty 2015). If you
fancy something less hardcore, the 911 Carrera (left) and Carrera S haven't
been ruined by the addition of turbos, Aston Martin’s Vantages are thoroughly
entertaining, and Jaguar’s F-type R Coupe is a hoot.

BUYING
GUIDE

M-car like the M3, 4,5 or 6, this
‘M Performance’ 1-series still
had more than enough M magic
to win rave notices. With early
examples now three years old,
it's a good time to pick up this
versatile and rapid hatch used.

£18,500. Dealer cars start at
around £20k, and £20k-23k gives
a wide choice of 2012/13 cars.
What to look out for

The engine is proving bombproof,

and both the six-speed manual
gearbox and the eight-speed ZF

so any vibration is likely to be a
slightly misshapen rim. Practically
all M135is were purchased new
with BMW's five-year/60,000-
mile service package, which is
transferrable, so that's worth
checking for. (Full guide, evo 216.)
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AlfaRomeo 4C 209R  £51,500  4/1742 237/6000  258/2200 895kg 269 45 - 160 157 415  +Carbonfibre tub, mini-supercar looks - Hot hatch engine, clunky gearbox b 2.0, 0 0%¢
Alfa Romeo 8C Competizione 120R 07-°09 84691  450/7000 354/4750  1585%kg 288 41 - 8 - = + Looks, exclusivity, noise, balance - They're all sold 280,004
Alpina D4 Biturbo 206R  £50950 6/2993  345/4000 516/1500  1585kg 221 46 - 173 139 533  +Fifth-gear oversteer - Sounds like a diesel; fuel economy not as good as you might hope s s
Alpina B4 Biturbo 206R  £58950 6/2979  404/5500 442/3000 1615kg 254 42 - 188 177 372 +Morefluid than the M4; better traction, too - Not as precise as the M-car over the limit s s 4
Alpina B3GT3 (E92) 176D 2-13 6/2979  402/6000 398/4500 1535kg 266 4.4 - 186 224 - +Alpina’s M3 GTS alternative - Auto gearbox frustrates when pressing on R0, 0.0
Aston Martin V8 Vantage 169D £84995 8/4735  420/7000 346/5750 1630kg 262 47 - 180 328 204  +2012upgradeskeepthe V8 Vantage onsong - Starting to feel alittle dated, though b 2.0, 0. 0"¢
Aston Martin V8 Vantage N430 218R £89995 8/4735  430/7300 3615000 1610kg 271 45 - 189 321 205 +Malleable,involving, can still hold its own - Never feels rampantly quick Ra2.0.0.0.¢
Aston Martin V8 Vantage S 168R  £94995 8/4735  430/7300  361/5000 1610kg 271 45 - 189 299 219  +Keenerengine, V12 Vantage looks - Slightly sluggish auto only Yok kA
AstonMartin V12 Vantage S 190R  £138,000 12/5935 565/6750  457/5750  1665kg 345 37 - 205 343 192  +Amongst the best Astons ever made - Old-school automated ‘oox ok kokH
Aston Martin Vantage GT12 214R  £250,000 12/5935 592/7000  461/5500 1565kg 384 35 - 185 - = +The GT3-style Vantage we've been waiting for - Only 100 being made ok ok ok
Aston Martin V12 Vantage 146R  09-13 12/5935  510/6500  420/5750 1680kg 308 4.4 9.7 190 388 173  +Thecarwehopedthe V8 Vantage would be - Erm, a tad thirsty? Jhkkok
Aston Martin V12 Zagato 181F 3 12/5935  510/6500  420/5750  1680kg 308 42 - 190 388 173  +Thelooks, the noise, the way it drives - It's several times the price of a VI2 Vantage Ra2.0.0.0.¢
Aston Martin DB9 78R £133,495 12/5935 510/6500  457/5500 1785kg 290 46 - 183 368 182  +Betterthanthe old DB9in every respect - Automatic gearbox could be quicker b 2.0.0.0¢
Aston Martin DB9 GT 214D £140,000 12/5935 540/6750  457/5500 1785kg 307 45 - 183 333 198  +More power;stillhas bags of character - Needs eight-speed auto 'box b.2.0.0.0¢
Aston Martin DBS 142R o7 12/5935  510/6500  420/5750  1695kg 306 42 - 191 388 173  +Stupendous engine, gearbox, brakes - Pricey. Can bite the unwary Yok ok A
Audi TT 2.0 TFSI (MK3) 204R  £29915  4/1984  221/4500  273/1650  1230kg 188 6.0 - 155 137 479  +Desirable, grippy and effortlessly quick - Still not the last word in interaction ok ko
Audi TT 2.0 TFSI quattro (Mk3) 203D  £32860 4/1984  227/4500  273/1600 1335kg 173 53 - 155 149 441  +Looks, interior, decent performance and handling - Lacks ultimate involvement Ra2.0.0.0"¢
Audi TTS (Mk3) 209R  £38790 4/1984  306/5800 280/1800  1365kg 228 49 - 155 - - +The most dynamically interesting TT yet - Still not as interactive as a Cayman b 8.0, 0 0"¢
Audi TTS (Mk2) 193R '08-"14 4/1984  268/6000 258/2500 1395%g 195 54 - 155 184 358  +Usefully quicker TT; great drivetrain - Still steers like a computer game R 2.0.0.0"¢
Audi TTRS (Mk2) 158R '09-14 5/2480  335/5400 332/1600  1450kg 235 4.4 11 155 209 314  +Sublime 5-cylinder turbo engine - Rest of package can't quite match it ok ok v
Audi TTRS Plus (Mk2) 185D -4 5/2480  355/5500  343/1650  1450kg 249 43 - 174 209 314  +Stonkingly fast cross-country - Shockingly expensive fora TT Fokokkk
Audi TT Sport (Mk1) 081D  '05-'06  4/1781 237/5700  236/2300 1390kg 173 59 - 55 - 303+ Deliciously purposeful interior, crisp chassis- Numb steering R 2.0, 0.0"¢
Audi S5 189D £43665 6/2995 328/5500 325/2900 1675kg 199 49 - 155 190 349  +Supercharged V6 makes S5 cleaner and faster - Poor body control Fohok e
AudiRS5 206R  £59,870  8/4163  444/8250  317/4000  175kg 263 45 - 155 246 269  +Brilliant engine and improved chassis - Lack of suspension travel; inconsistent steering s ¢
AudiR8 V8 201R 07-'15 8/4163  424/7900  317/4500  1560kg 276 4.1 9.9 188 332 199  +Atrue 9Nl alternative - Exclusivity comes at a price b 2.0, 0.0.¢
Bentley Continental GT V8 178R £140,300 8/3993  500/6000 487/17700  2220kg 229 46 - 188 246 270  +Aproper drivers' Bentley with decent economy - W12 suddenly seems pointless b.2.0. 0.0
Bentley Continental GT V8 S 204F  £149,800 8/3933  521/6000 502/1700  2220kg 238 43 - 192 250 264  +Anevenbetterdrivers' Bentley - Vast weight makes its presence felt inharder driving s sk s %
Bentley Continental GT 152D £150,500 12/5998 567/6000  516/1700 2245kg 251 43 - 197 338 195  +200mphin utter comfort - Weight, thirst ok ks
Bentley Continental GT Speed 212D £168300 12/5998 626/6000 605/17700  2245kg 283 40 - 206 338 195 -+ Desirability meets exclusivity and performance - We'd still have the V8 R 2.0.0.0¢
Bentley Continental GT3-R 203D  £237500 8/3993  572/6000  518/1700 2120kg 274 36 - 170 295 222  +Thebest-handling Continental ever - Expensive; it still weighs 2120kg b 0.0, 0 0 ¢
BMW I-series M Coupe 188R T2 6/2979  335/5900 369/1500  1495kg 228 4.8 - "5 2% - + Character, turbo pace and great looks - Came and went too quick Ra2.0.0.0.¢
BMW M235i Coupe 209R  £34535 6/2979  321/5800  332/1300  1455kg 224 50 - 155 189 349  +Powertrain, chassis, looks, size - Limited-slip diff is an option, not standard ok dokk
© BVMWM2 220R  £44,070 6/2979  365/6500 369/1450  1495kg 248 45 - 155 199 332 +More progressive chassis balance than M4 - Engine isn't inspirational ok kok
BMW 435i M Sport Coupe 189D  £42365 6/2979  302/5800 295/1200  1510kg 203 54 - 155 169 358  +Betterbalance than 3-series saloon - Can feel characterless at lower speeds ok ok
BMW M4 218R  £57055 6/2979  425/5500 406/1850 1497kg 288 43 - 155 204 321  +Ferociously fast - A handful on less-than-perfect or less-than-bone-dry roads okokokok
BMW M3 (E92) 196 R 0713 8/3999  414/8300  295/3900 1580kg 266 4.3 10.3 155 290 228 +Fendsoffallofitsrivals - ..except the cheaper I-series M R2.0.0.0.¢
BMWM3GTS (E92) 171R 10-1 8/4361  444/8300 324/3750  1530kg 295 43 - 193 295 - + Highly exclusive, one of the most focused M-cars ever - Good luck trying to find one ok kok ok
BMW M3 (E46) 066R  '00-07  6/3246  338/7900 269/5000 1495kg 230 5.1 123 155 - 237+ One of the best BMWs ever. Runner-up in eCoty 2001- Slightly artificial steering feel ek sk K
BMWM3CS (E46) 219R 05-07  6/3246  338/7900  269/5000 1495kg 230 51 - 55 - 237+ CSLdynamics without CSL price- Looks like the standard car ok kkok
BMW M3 CSL (E46) 200R  '03-04  6/3246  355/7900  273/4900  1385kg 260 5.3 120 155 - = + Still superb- Changes from the automated single-clutch 'box are... a... bit... sluggish 2 0.0.0.0.9
BMW M3 (E36) 48R '93-98  6/3201  321/7400  258/3250  1460kg 223 5.4 12.8 157 - 257 + Performance, image- Never quite as good as the original R 2.0.0.0"¢
BMW M3 (E30) 165R ‘86-90  4/2302  212/6750 170/4600  Ti65kg 185 6.7 1.8 147 - 20.3  + Best M-carever! Race-car dynamics for the road - LHD only b 8.0.0.0.¢
BMW Z4 M Coupe 097R  '06-'09  6/3246  338/7900 269/4900 1420kg 242 50 - 55 - 233+ Arealdrivers'car - You've got to be prepared to get stuck in b.2.0.0.0¢
BMW M Coupe 005R  '98-'02 6/3246  321/7400  258/4900  1375kg 237 53 - 55 - 25.0  + Quick and characterful- Lacks finesse b 2.0 .9 "¢
BMW 640d 165D  £62,295 6/2993  309/4400 465/1500 1790kg 175 55 - 155 144 514  +Greatengine and economy, excellent build - Numb steering, unsettled B-road ride R 2.0.0.0"¢
BMW M6 (Mk2) 218R £93150  8/4395  552/6000 501/1500  1850kg 303 42 - 155 231 285  +Mightyability, pace, technology - You'll want the Competition Package upgrade too... sk ks
BMW M6 (Mki) 106R  05-10 104999 500/7750  384/6100 1635%kg 311 4.8 10.0 155 342 198 + Awesome GT, awesome sports car - SMG gearbox now off the pace Jkokok
BMW 8 210R  £99590 3/1499  357/5800  420/3700  1485kg 244 44 - 155 49 1345 +Brilliantly executed concept; sci-filooks - Safe dynamic set-up Rt 0. 0. 0.4
Chevrolet Camaro 7/28 * 220R  c£72000 8/7008 505/6100  481/4800 173%kg 296 42 - 75 - - +Scalpel-sharp engine, great chassis (really) - Feels very stiff on UK roads Skkokoke
Chevrolet Corvette Stingray (C7) 197R £62450 8/6162  460/6000 465/4600 1539kg 304 4.4 9.4 180 279 235  +Performance,chassis balance, supple ride - Body control could be better D 0.0.0.0 ¢
Chevrolet Corvette Z06 (C7) 206R  £87860 8/6156  650/6400 650/3600 1598kg 413 32 - 186 - - +Mind-boggling raw speed; surprisingly sophisticated - Edgy when really pushed b2 0.0.0.¢
Ford Mustang 5.0 V8 GT 219R £34,495  8/4951 410/6500  391/4250  17Tkg 243 48 - 155 299 209  +Looks,noise, performance, value, right-hand drive - Comes undone onrougher roads sk % #vic
Ford Shelby GT500 * 178R 215 8/5812  662/6500 631/4000 1747kg 385 35 - 202 - = + Huge performance for the money - Putting it to use takes nerve R 2.0, 0 0"¢
Ginetta G4OR 165R £35940  4/1999  175/6700  140/5000 795kg 224 58 - 140 - - + Arace-compliant sports car for the road - Feels too soft to be a hardcore track toy b .2.0.0 "¢
Honda Integra Type R (DC2) 200R  '96-'00  4/1797  187/8000  131/7300 110Tkg 173 62 17.9 145 - 289  + Arguably the greatest front-drive car ever - Too raw for some Ra2.0.0.0.¢
Honda NSX 188R  '90-05  6/3179  276/7300  224/5300 1410kg 196 55 - 68 - 228  + ‘Theuseable supercar’- 270bhp sounds a bit weedy today Yok kA
Honda NSX-R * 100R  '02-'03  6/3179  276/7300  224/5300 1270kg 221 44 - 168 - - + evo Car of the Year 2002 - Honda never brought it to the UK ok kkok
Jaguar F-type Coupe 204D £51,260  6/2995  335/6500 332/3500 1567kg 217 55 - 161 234 288  +Drop-deadlooks, brilliant chassis, desirability - Engine lacks top-end fight R 2.0.0.0"¢
Jaguar F-type S Coupe 2MD £60,260 6/2995 375/6500  339/3500 1584kg 241 53 - 71 234 288  +Exquisite style, more rewarding (and affordable) than roadster - Scrappy onthe limit sk sk
Jaguar F-type R Coupe 218R £85010 8/5000 542/6500 501/3500 1650kg 334 40 - 186 255 264  +Looks, presence, performance, soundtrack - Bumpy and boistrous h2.0.0.0.¢
Jaguar F-type R Coupe AWD 21TR £91,660  8/5000 542/6500 501/3500  1730kg 318 41 - 186 269 25.0 +Betterinthewet-Lessinvolvinginthe dry b 0.0.0.0¢
Jaguar XKR 168R  '09-14 8/5000 503/6000 461/2500 1678kg 305 4.6 - 155 292 230  +Fastandincredibly rewarding Jag - The kids will have to stay at home b.2.0.0.0¢
Jaguar XKR-S 168R -4 8/5000  542/6000 502/2500 1678kg 328 4.2 - 186 292 230 +Fasterandwilder than regular XKR - The F-type R Coupe ok ok
Jaguar XKR-SGT 193R  'l4 8/5000  542/6000 502/2500 1638kg 336 39 - 186 292 230 +Themostexciting XKR ever - Very limited numbers 2 0.0.8.0.4
LexusRCF 206R  £59995 8/4969  470/6400  391/4800  1765kg 271 45 - 168 - = +Great steering, noise, sense of occasion - Too heavy to be truly exciting Ra.0.0.0"¢
Lotus Exige Sport 350 218D £55900 6/3456  345/7000 295/4500 M25kg 312 37 - 1770 235 280  +Furtherhoned, and with avastlyimproved gearshift - Stillnot easy togetintoandout of  J sk J k%
Lotus Exige S (V6) 209R  12-15 6/3456  345/7000  295/4500 1i76kg 298 38 - 170 235 280  +Breathtaking road-racer; ourjoint 2012 Car of the Year - Gearshift not the sweetest Fkkk ok
BMW MI35i
Why would you? What to pay auto are robust. The M135i does SPECIFICATION
Because while it isn't a full-blown The cheapest examples are seem to suffer from bent wheels, —

Years 2012-present

Engine In-line 6-cyl, 2979cc, turbo
Power 316bhp @ 5800rpm
Torque 332Ib ft @ 1400-4500rpm
0-62mph 5.1sec (claimed

Top speed 155mph (limited)
Rating Ak
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Lotus Exige S (S2) 105R  '06-1 4/1796  218/7800  158/5500  930kg 238 45 - 148 199 332 -+ Lightweight withahefty punch- Uninspiring soundtrack Ra2.0.0.0.¢
Lotus Exige (S2) 068R  '04-'08  4/1796 ~ 189/7800  133/6800  875kg 219 49 - 47 - 321+ Highly focused road and track tool - Lacks visual impact of ST b 8.0, 0.0.¢
Lotus Exige (S1) 200R  '00-'01 4/1796  192/7800  146/5000 780kg 247 46 - 36 - = + Looks and goes like Elise racer- A tad lacking in refinement b 2.0.0.0 ¢
Lotus Evora 38R £52500 6/3456  276/6400 258/4700 1382kg 203 5.6 13.6 162 217 303  +Sublimeride and handling. Our 2009 car of the year - Pricey options Yok ok ke
Lotus EvoraS 168R £63950 6/3456  345/7000  295/4500 1430kg 245 46 - 172 229 287  +Afasterandbetter Evora - But one which spars with the Porsche 911... b 8.0 0.0 ¢
Lotus Evora 400 216R  £72000 6/3456  400/7000 302/3500 1395kg 291 41 - 186 225 291  +Evoraexcitement levels take aleap - Gearbox still not perfect; punchy pricing R0, 0.0
Maserati GranTurismo 4R £82,890 8/4244  399/7100  339/4750 1880kg 216 5.5 127 177 330 198  +Striking, accomplished GT - Doesn't spike the pulse like an Aston or 911 b 2.0, 0.0"¢
Maserati GranTurismo Sport 188R  £91420  8/4691  454/7000 383/4750  1880kg 245 48 - 185 331 197  +Thebesteveryday GranTurismo yet - Starting to get longin the tooth b2.0.0.0¢
Maserati GranTurismo MC Stradale 193R £110,740  8/4691  454/7000 383/4750  1800kg 256 45 - 188 360 182  +Brilliantblend of road racer and GT - Gearbox takes a little getting used to Yok dkok A
Maserati Coupe 064R  '03-07  8/4244  390/7000 333/4500 1680kg 237 4.8 - 7ro- 176  + Glorious engine, improved chassis - Overly sharp steering ok ko
Maserati GranSport 073R  '04-07  8/4244  400/7000 333/4500 1680kg 239 48 - 180 - = + Maser Coupe realises its full potential - Very little Ra2.0. 0.0
Mazda RX-8 122R 03-1 2R/1308 228/8200  156/5500  1429%g 162 6.5 16.4 146 299 246 + Nevermindthe quirkiness, it’s agreat drive - Wafer-thin torque output b 2.0, 0.0 ¢
Mercedes-AMG C63 S Coupe 217D £68,070 8/3982  503/5500  516/1750 1725kg 296 39 - 155 200 248  +Mouth-wateringmechanical package - Might be too firm for UK roads 280, 8,06
Mercedes-Benz C63 AMG Coupe 162R -4 8/6208  451/6800  442/5000 1655kg 277 4.4 10.3 186 280 235  +Apropertwo-door M3rival- C63 saloon looks better b 8.0, 0.0.¢
Mercedes-Benz C63 AMG Black Series 171R 2-13 8/6208  510/6800  457/5200  1635kg 317 4.2 - 186 286 - + The C63 turned up to 11 - Too heavy, not as fiery as Black Series cars of old b 2.0.0.0¢
Mercedes-Benz CLK63 AMG 092D '06-09  8/6208  481/6800  464/5000 1755kg 278 4.6 - "5 - 199  + Power, control, build quality - Lacks ultimate involvement ek ok A
Mercedes-Benz CLK63 AMG Black Series  106R ~ "07-09  8/6208  500/6800 464/5250 1760kg 289 4.2 - 86 - = + AMG goes Porsche-hunting - Dull-witted gearshift spoils the party Skl
Mercedes-AMG S63 Coupe 205D  £125595 8/5461  577/5500  664/2250 1995kg 294 42 - 155 237 280 +Thunderously fast S-class built for drivers - Lacks badge appeal of a Continental GT R0, 0.0
Mercedes-AMG S65 Coupe 209D  £183,075 12/5980 621/4800  737/2300  210kg 299 41 - 186 279 237 -+ Almighty power, fabulous luxury - Nearly £60k more than the S63! b 2. 0. 0.0"¢
Mercedes-AMG GT S 216R  £110495 8/3982  503/6250  479/1750  1570kg 326 38 - 193 219 301 +Fantasticchassis, huge grip - Artificial steering feel; downshifts could be quicker b 2.0.0.0.¢
Morgan AeroMax 120R 08-09 84799  362/6300 370/3600 1180kg 312 41 - m - = + Weird and utterly wonderful - Only 100 were made ok ok e
Nissan 3702 204R  £27445 6/3696  323/7000 268/5200 1496kg 219 53 - 155 248 267  +Quicker, leaner, keener than 350Z - Not quite a Cayman-killer ok kok
Nissan 370Z Nismo 209R  £37585 6/3696  339/7400  274/5200 1496kg 230 52 - 155 248 26,6  +Sharperlooks,improved ride, extra thrills - Engine lacks sparkle R0, 0.0
Nissan 350 107R  03-'09  6/3498 309/6800 264/4800 1532kg 205 5.5 13.0 155 - 241+ Huge fun, and great value too - Honestly, we're struggling okokokoke
Nissan GT-R (2012MY onwards) 218R £78,020 6/3799  542/6400 466/3200 1740kg 316 3.2 1.5 196 275 240 +GT-Risquickerandbetter than ever - But costs over £20K more thanits launchprice  Jk k%
Nissan GT-R Track Edition 216D £88,560 6/3799  542/6400 466/3200 1740kg 316 27 - 196 275 240  +Recreates much of the Nismo's ability, without the rock-hard ride - Interior feels dated % % % %
Nissan GT-R Nismo 199R  £125000 6/3799  592/6800 481/3200 1720kg 350 26 - 196 275 240  +Managestomake regular GT-R feelimprecise - Compromised by super-firm suspension
Nissan Skyline GT-R (R34) 196R '99-'02  6/2568  276/7000  289/4400 1560kg 180 4.7 12.5 165 - 20.1  + Big brutal, and great fun - Needs more than the standard 276bhp ek ok ok
Nissan Skyline GT-R (R33) 196 R '97-'99 6/2568  276/6800  271/4400  1540kg 182 5.4 143 155 - 220  + Proof that Japanese hi-tech can work (superbly) - Limited supply 0 0.0.0.0.¢
Noble M2 GTO-3R 200R '03-06  6/2968 352/6200  350/3500 1080kg 332 38 - m - = + The ability to humble exotica - Notchy gearchange can spoil the flow ek ok ok
Peugeot RCZ1.6 THP 200 155R £27150 4/1598  197/5500  202/1700  1421kg 141 73 181 147 155 421 + Distinctive looks, highly capable handling - Could be a bit more exciting b 2.0, 0.0"¢
Peugeot RCZR 209R  £32250 4/1598  266/6000 243/1900  1280kg 211 59 - 155 145 448  +Rewardingand highly effective when fully lit - Dated cabin, steering lacks feel Yok ok
Porsche Cayman (981) 209R  £39694 6/2706  271/7400  214/4500  1330kg 207 57 - 165 195 336  +Veryenticing for the moneyin basic spec - You might still want the power of the 'S’ ok dokk
Porsche Cayman S (981) 202R  £48783 6/3436  321/7400  273/4500 1320kg 247 4.5 10.5 175 206 321  +TheCaymancomes ofage-Erm.. Jkkk ok
Porsche Cayman GTS (981) 219F £55397 6/3436  335/7400  280/4750  1345kg 253 49 - 77 21 314 +Tweaksimprove analready sublime package - Slightly ‘aftermarket’ looks ok ok ok
Porsche Cayman GT4 (981) 220R  £64451  6/3800 380/7400  310/4750  1340kg 288 44 - 183 238 274 +evoCarof the Year 2015; the Cayman we've been waiting for - Waiting lists ok kok
Porsche Cayman S (987) 132R 06-'13 6/3436  316/7200  273/4750  1350kg 237 52 - 172 223 297  +Still want that 9117 - Yeah, us too Fedkokkok
Porsche Cayman R (987) B8R T-13 6/3436  325/7400  273/4750  1295kg 255 47 - 175 228 291  +Total handling excellence - Styling additions not to all tastes ek kk ok
Porsche 911 Carrera (991.2) 218R £76412  6/2981  365/6500 332/17700  1430kg 259 46 - 183 190 340 +Forcedinduction hasn't ruined the Carrera - Purists won't be happy b 2.0.0.0 ¢
Porsche 911 Carrera S (991.2) 217R £85857 6/2981  414/6500  369/1700  1440kg 292 43 - 191 199 325 +Asabove,butblindingly fast - You'll want the sports exhaust Yok ok A
Porsche 911 Carrera S (991.1) 201R 12-15 6/3800  394/7400  324/5600 1415kg 283 4.3 9.5 188 223 297  +ACarrerawithsupercar pace - Electric steering robs it of some tactility 0 0.0.8.0.9
Porsche 911 Carrera 4S (991.1) 179R 13-'15 6/3800  394/7400  324/5600 1465kg 273 45 - 185 233 285 +Moresatisfying than rear-drive 991.1 Carreras - Choose your spec carefully Ra2.0.0.0.¢
Porsche 911 Carrera 4 GTS (991.1) 208D  £95862 6/3800  424/7500  324/5750  1470kg 293 44 - 189 233 285  +Thehighlight of the 991.1 Carrera line-up - Pricey for a Carrera b 2.0.0.9.¢
Porsche 911 Carrera S (997.2) 2IR '08-"1 6/3800  380/6500 310/4400  1425kg 271 47 - 188 242 274  + Poise, precision, blinding pace - Feels a bit clinical b.2.0.0.0¢
Porsche 911 Carrera S (997.1) 070R  '04-08  6/3824  350/6600 295/4600 1420kg 246 4.6 109 182 - 24.5  +evoCarof the Year 2004, like ajunior GT3- Tech overload? b 2.0.0 .0 ¢
Porsche 911 Carrera (996 3.4) 008R  '98-'01 6/3387  296/6800 258/4600 1320kg 228 52 - 7% - 28.0  + evo Carof the Year 1998; beautifully polished- Some like a bit of rough 20 0.0.0.9
Porsche 911GT3 (991) 206R  £100540 6/3799  468/8250  324/6250  1430kg 333 35 - 196 289 230 +evoCarofthe Year 2013 - Atits best at licence-troubling speeds ok ok ok
Porsche 911 GT3RS (991) 216R £131296 6/3996  493/8250  339/6250  1420kg 353 33 - 193 296 222  +Sensationally good to drive - They won't all be painted Ultra Violet ok kkok
Porsche 911GT3(997.2) 182R 09-11 6/3797  429/7600  317/6250 1395kg 312 4.2 9.2 194 303 221  +Evenbetterthan the carit replaced - Give us a minute... ek kok
Porsche 911GT3RS (3.8,997.2) 200R  10-T 6/3797  444/7900  317/6750 1370kg 329 40 - 193 314 - + Qur favourite car from the first 200 issues of evo - For people like us, nothing b 8.0, 0.0.¢
Porsche 911 GT3RS 4.0 (997.2) 187R -2 6/3996  493/8250  339/5750  1360kg 368 38 - 193 326 - + evo Car of the Year 2011 - Unforgiving on-road ride; crazy used prices b 2.0.0.0.¢
Porsche 911GT3 (997.1) 182R 0709 6/3600 4097600 298/5500 1395kg 298 4.3 9.4 192 - = + Runner-up evo Car of the Year 2006 - Ferrari 599 GTBs ok ok ke
Porsche 911GT3RS (997.1) 105R  '07-09 6/3600  409/7600 298/5500 1375kg 302 42 - 93 - = + evo Car of the Year 2007 - A chunk more money than the brilliant GT3 Sk ke ok
Porsche 911GT3 (996.2) 082R  '03-05  6/3600 375/7400  284/5000 1380kg 272 4.3 9.2 190 - = +evo Car of the Year 2003- Chassis is a bit too track-focused for some roads R 2.0.0.0.¢
Porsche 911 GT3RS (996.2) 068R  '03-05  6/3600 375/7400  284/5000 1330kg 286 4.2 92 190 - - + Track-biased version of above - Limited supply ek kok ok
Porsche 911GT3 (996.1) 182R 99 6/3600  360/7200  273/5000 1350kg 271 4.5 103 187 - 219 +evoCarofthe Year 1999 - Porsche didn’t build enough 2 8.0.8.9.
Radical RXC 189R £94500 6/3700  350/6750  320/4250 900kg 395 28 - 7w - = + Areal trackday weapon - Can't match the insanity of a Caterham 620R ok ok ke
Radical RXC Turbo 205R  £129000 6/3496  454/6000 500/3600 940kg 491 26 - 185 - - + Eats GT3s for breakfast - Might not feel special enough at this price ok kok
Radical RXC Turbo 500 209D  £143400 6/3496 530/6100  481/5000 100kg 490 26 6.8 185 - = +Huge performance, intuitive adjustability, track ability - Compromised for road use ok dokok
Rolls-Royce Wraith 205D  £229128 12/6592  624/5600 590/1500  2360kg 260 46 - 155 327 202 +Refinement, chassis, drivetrain - Shared componentry lets cabin down Jokokok
Subaru BRZ 204R  £22495  4/1998  197/7000  151/6400  1230kg 163 76 - 140 181 362  +Finechassis,great steering - Weak engine, not the slide-happy car they promised Ra2.0.0.0"¢
Toyota GT86 219R £22495  4/1998  197/7000  151/6400  1240kg 161 76 - 140 181 362 +Morefunthanits cousin (above) - Same lack of torque, poor interior quality b 8.0, 0 "¢
TVR Sagaris 097R  '05-07  6/3996  406/7500 349/5000 1078kg 383 37 - 85 - = + Looks outrageous - 406bhp feels a touch optimistic b.2.0.0.0¢
TVR Tuscan S (Mk2) 076R  '05-07  6/3996  400/7000 315/5250  1100kg 369 40 - 185 - = + Possibly TVR's best ever car - Aerodynamic ‘enhancements’ ok ok
VW Scirocco GT 2.0 TSI 155R £26,25  4/1984  217/4500 258/1500  1369kg 158 65 - 153 139 471 + Golf GTl price and performance - Interior lacks flair Jok ko
VW SciroccoR 200D  £32580 4/1984  276/6000  258/2500 1426kg 187 57 - 155 187 353  +Greatengine, grown-up dynamics - Perhaps a little too grown-up for some ok ok o
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RATINGS * Thrill-free zone %% Tepid k% Interesting sk k% Seriously good k% %% A truly great car SUPERCARS

OUR CHOICE

McLaren 675LT. The ‘long-tail' is the step forward we've been hoping for
from McLaren’s super-series cars, adding a real sense of involvement to the
incredible pace that's been building since the 12C. In fact, the 675LT is so
intense it might even make you question if you need a P1.

BEST OF THE REST

The Ferrari 488 GTB (left) has a stunning turbocharged engine and the chassis
to exploit it. Lamborghini’s Aventador offers true supercar drama, especially in
Superveloce form, while the Pagani Huayra rivals it for theatre (albeit at four
times the price) and was our joint 2012 Car of the Year.

= =
2 = S = = = = 8 8 ~ o =
@ £ =5 = =] = = S S = 8 2 EV0 RaTING
Aston Martin Vanquish (Mk2) 203R  £192995 12/5935 568/6650 465/5500 1739%kg 332 36 - 201 298 221 +Muchbetter thanthe DBSit succeeds, especially in 2015MY form - It's no Ferrari F12 2. 2.0.0.0 ¢
Aston Martin Vanquish S (MkT) NoR 05-07  12/5935 520/7000 425/5800 1875kg 282 4.9 10.1 200 - > + Vanquish joins supercar greats - A tad intimidating at the limit ok %k ke
Aston Martin One-77 179R 0-12 12/7312 750/6000  553/7600  1740kg 438 37 - 220+ - = + The engine, the looks, the drama - Gearbox hates manoeuvring; only 77 were made %k Kk
AudiR8 V10 Plus 217R £134,500 10/5204 602/8250  413/6500  1555kg 393 32 - 205 287 230 +Timelessdrivetrain, huge performance - Needs to be driven hard to really engage 2 2.0.0.0.
AudiR8 VIO 181D 1015 10/5204  518/8000  391/6500  1620kg 325 3.9 8.4 194 346 190 +Realsupercar feel- The V8 is cheaper, and still superb %k %k Kk k
AudiR8 VIO Plus 190R 13-'15 10/5204  542/8000  398/6500 1570kg 351 38 - 198 346 19.0 +AnR8/fittotake onthe 458 and 12C - Firm ride may be too much for some . 2.2.0.0 ¢
AudiR8GT 169F 10-12 10/5204  552/8000  398/6500 1520kg 369 36 - 99 - > + Everything we love about the R8 - Not as hardcore as we wanted R 2.2.0.8.¢
AudiR8LMX 208R 15 10/5204  562/8000  398/6500 1595kg 358 34 - 198 299 219  +More of everything that makes the R8 great - S-tronic transmission not perfect b.2.2.0.0.¢
Bugatti Veyron 16.4 134R 05-1 16/7993 1000/6000 922/2200 1950kg 521 2.8 5.8 253 596 114  +Superblyengineered 4WD quad-turbo rocket - Er, lacks luggage space? 1 2.2.0.0.¢
Bugatti Veyron Super Sport 151R 10-14 16/7993 1183/6400 1106/3000 1836kg 654 25 - 268 539 122 +Theworld’s fastest supercar - Limited to 258mph for us mere mortals %k Kk
BugattiEBII0 078R '91-'95 12/3500 552/8000  451/3750  1566kg 358 34 - 212 - = + Superbly engineered 4WD quad-turbo rocket - It just fizzled out b 2. 2.0.0 ¢
Chevrolet Corvette ZR1 133R '09-13 8/6162  638/6500  603/3800  1528kg 424 3.8 7.6 205 355 188  +Hugepaceand character - Take plenty of brave pills if there's rain 2. 8.8. 0. 9%
Ferrari 488 GTB 216R £183964 8/3902  661/6500  561/3000  1475kg 455 30 - 205+ 260 248 +Staggeringly capable - Lacks alittle of the 458's heart and excitement 2. 2.0.0.0 ¢
Ferrari 488 Spider 216D £204,400 8/3902 661/6500  561/3000 1525kg 440 30 - 203+ 260 248 +Asabove, but withthe windinyour hair - See left b 2.2.0.0.¢
Ferrari 458 Italia 183R '09-15 8/4497  562/9000 398/6000 1485kg 384 3.2 6.8 202 307 20.6 +Anastoundingachievement -Paddleshiftonly 288,08,
Ferrari 458 Speciale 203R 14-'15 8/4497  597/9000  398/6000 1395kg 435 30 - 202+ 275 239 +evoCarofthe Year 2014 - If you don't own a regular 458, nothing b 2.0.0.8.¢
FerrariF430 163R '04-10 8/4308  483/8500  343/5250  1449%kg 339 40 - 9 - 18.6  + Just brilliant - Didn’t you read the plus point? %k %k k
Ferrari 430 Scuderia 2IR 07-'10 8/4308 503/8500  347/5250  1350kg 378 3.5 7.7 198 - 15.7  + Successful F1technology transplant - Likes to shout about it 2. 2.2.0.0 4
Ferrari 360 Modena 163R '99-04  8/3586 394/8500  275/4750  1390kg 288 45 90 183 - 170 + Worthy successor to 355- Not quite as involving as it should be ok ke kke
Ferrari 360 Challenge Stradale 068R 0304  8/3586 420/8500 275/4750  1280kg 333 41 - 186 - = + Totally exhilarating road-racer. It's loud - It's very, very loud ok ok k ok
Ferrari F355 F1Berlinetta 163R '97-'99 8/3496  374/8250  268/6000 1350kg 281 47 - 183 - 16.7  + Looks terrific, sounds even better - Are you kidding? b 2. 2.0.8.¢
Ferrari F12 Berlinetta 190R £241,053 12/6262 730/8250  509/6000 1630kg 455 31 - 21 350 188 +730bhp isn’ttoo much power for the road - Super-quick steeringis anacquired taste sk % sk % %k
Ferrari F12tdf 217R £339,000 12/6262 769/8500  520/6250 1520kg 514 29 - 21 360 183 +Alarmingly fast - Doesn't flow like a 458 Speciale Fkok ke
Ferrari 599 GTB Fiorano 101R 06-'12 12/5999 611/7600  448/5600 1688kg 368 3.5 7.4 205 415 158 +evoCarofthe Year 2006- Banks are getting harder to rob ke k ok
Ferrari599 GTO 161R -2 12/5999  661/8250  457/6500  1605kg 418 34 - 208 - = + One of the truly great Ferraris - Erm, the air conisn’t very good b 2. 0.0 0. ¢
Ferrari 575M Fiorano Handling Pack 200R  02-06  12/5748 508/7250  434/5250 1730kg 298 4.2 9.6 202 - 123+ Fiorano pack makes 575 truly great - It should have been standard ok %k ke
Ferrari 550 Maranello 169R '97-'02 12/5474  485/7000  415/5000  1716kg 287 43 100 199 - 123+ Everything- Nothing %k ko ok
Ferrari FF 194R £238,697 12/6262 651/8000  504/6000 1880kg 347 37 - 208 360 154 +Fourseatsand4WD,buta proper Ferrari - Looks divide opinion 2. 2.2.0.0.4
Ferrari 612 Scaglietti F1 090R  '04-T 12/5748  533/7250  434/5250  1840kg 294 4.3 9.8 199 470 138 + Awesomely capable grand tourer - See above . 8.8.0.9.4
FerrariLaFerrari 203R 13-'15 12/6262  950/9000 664/6750 1255kg 769 3.0 - 217+ 330 - + Perhaps the greatest Ferrari ever - Brakes lack a touch of precision on track . 2.2.0.0 ¢
Ferrari Enzo 203R '02-'04 12/5999 651/7800  485/5500 1365kg 485 3.5 6.7 27+ 545 - + Intoxicating, exploitable - Cabin detailing falls short of a Zonda or F1's %k %k ke
Ferrari F50 186R '96-'97  12/4699 513/8500  347/6500  1230kg 424 39 - 202 - = + A better drivers’ Ferrari than the 288, F40 or Enzo- Not better looking, though 2. 2.0.0.0.¢
Ferrari F40 199R '87-'92 8/2936  471/7000  426/4000 1100kg 437 41 - 201 - = + Brutally fast - It's in the dictionary under ‘turbo lag’ b 2. 0.0.8.¢
Ford GT 200R 0406  8/5409 550/6500 500/3750 1583kg 353 37 - 205 - = + Our 2005 Car of the Year - Don't scalp yourself getting in > % %k Kk
Hennessey Venom GT 180R £900,000 8/7000 1244/6500 155/4000 1244kg 1016 25 - 210 - = +0-200mphin14.5sec, and it handles too - Looks like an Exige b 2.2.0.0.¢
Honda NSX 217R c£140,000 6/3493 565 476 1725kg 333 29 - 19 - - +Like a baby Porsche 918 - Lacks typical Japanese character ok %k koke
Jaguar XJ220 157R '92-'94 6/3498  542/7200  475/4500  1470kg 375 37 - 213 - = + Britain’s greatest supercar... - ..until McLaren built the F1 b 8. 0.0 0"¢
Koenigsegg AgeraR 180R c£1.09m  8/5032 1124/7100  885/2700 1435kg 796 28 - 213 - = + As fast and exciting as your body can handle - It's Veyron money b 2.2.0.0.¢
Koenigsegg One:l 202R  c£20m  8/5065 1341/7500 1011/6000 1360kg 1002 29 - 213 - = + The most powerful car we've ever tested - It's sold out; we couldn’t afford one anyway... s % s % %k
Koenigsegg CCXR Edition 18R '08-'10 8/4800 1004/7000 796/5600 1280kg 797 28 - 250+ - = +One of the world's fastest cars - Spikey power delivery 2 2.2.0.0.4
Lamborghini Huracan LP580-2 218R c£160,000 10/5204 572/8000  397/6500 138%g 418 34 - 199 278 237 +Moreseductive than the 4WD Huracén - Feels like there’s more to come 2. 8.8.0.8.¢
Lamborghini Huracan LP610-4 209D  £186,760 10/5204 602/8250  413/6500  1532kg 399 32 - 202+ 290 226 + Defiesthe numbers;incredible point-to-point pace - Takes work to find its sweet-spot s s
Lamborghini Gallardo LP560-4 180D 08-'13 10/5204  552/8000  398/6500 1410kg 398 37 - 202 325 16.0 +Stillamissile fromA to B- Starting to show its age ok ke
Lamborghini LP570-4 Superleggera 152R 10-13 10/5204  562/8000 398/6500 1340kg 426 3.5 - 202 325 206 +Lessweightand more power than original Superleggera - LP560-4 runsit very close % % Jc
Lamborghini Gallardo 094R  '06-'08  10/4961 513/8000  376/4250  1520kg 343 4.3 9.4 9 - = + Ona full-bore start it spins all four wheels. Cool - Slightly clunky e-gear b 2. 0.0.0.¢
Lamborghini Gallardo Superleggera 104R 0708 1074961 522/8000  376/4250  1420kg 373 38 - 9 - = + Lighter, more agile - Grabby carbon brakes, clunky e-gear %k kK ¥
Lamborghini Aventador LP700-4 194R £260,040 12/6498 690/8250 509/5500 1575kg 445 29 - 217 370 177 +Mostimportant new Lambo since the Countach - Erm... expensive? b 2.2.0.0.¢
Lamborghini Aventador LP750-4 SV 216R £321723  12/6498 740/8400  509/5500 1525kg 493 2.8 - 217+ 370 177 +More exciting than the standard Aventador - ISR gearbox inconsistent . 0.8.0.9.4
Lamborghini Murciélago 089D  '01-06 12/6192  570/7500  479/5400 1650kg 351 40 - 205 - = + Gorgeous, capable and incredibly friendly - V12 feels stressed . 2.0.0.0 ¢
Lamborghini Murciélago LP640 093R  '06-T 12/6496 631/8000  487/6000 1665kg 385 33 - 2n - 213+ Compelling old-school supercar - You'd better be on your toes ok %k ke
Lamborghini Murciélago LP670-4 SV 200R 09-1 12/6496  661/8000  487/6500  1565kg 429 3.2 7.3 /7 - + A supercar in its truest, wildest sense - Be prepared for stares %k k ok
Lamborghini Diablo 6.0 019R 00-'02  12/5992 550/7100  457/5500  1625kg 343 38 - 200+ - = + Best-built, best-looking Diablo of all- People’s perceptions 2. 2.0.0.0 ¢
Lexus LFA/LFA Nirburgring 200R 10-12 10/4805 552/8700  354/6800 1480kg 379 37 - 202 - - + Absurd and compelling supercar - Badge and price don't quite match . 8.8.0.9.4
MaseratiMC12 079R 04-05  12/5998 621/7500  481/5500  1445kg 437 38 - 205 - = + Rarer than an Enzo - The Ferrari’s better b 8. 2.0, 0"¢
McLaren 570S 217R £143250 8/3799  562/7500  443/5000 1313kg 435 31 - 204 258 255 +Atrulyfunandengaging sports car - McLaren doesn't callit a supercar(!) R 2.2.0.0.¢
McLaren 650S 196R £195250 8/3799  641/7250  500/6000 1428kg 456 30 - 207 2715 242 +Betterbrakes, balance and looks than 12C; more power too - Costs an extra £19k kK k
McLaren 675LT 216R £259,500 8/3799  666/7100  516/5500 1328kg 510 29 - 205 275 242 +Runner-upat eCoty 2015; asks questions of the P1- Aventador price tag b 2.2.0.0.¢
McLaren 12C 187R -4 8/3799  616/7500  442/3000 1434kg 435 31 - 207 279 242 +Staggering performance, refinement - Engine noise can be grating % %k Kk
McLarenP1 205R 13-'15 8/3799  903/7500  664/4000 1395kg 658 28 - 217 194  34.0 +Freakishbreadth of ability - At its mind-bending best on track b 2. 2.0.0.¢
McLaren F1 205R '94-'98 12/6064 627/7500  479/4000  1137kg 560 32 63 240+ - 19.0  + Stillthe most single-minded supercar ever - There'll never be another . 8.8.0.9.4
Mercedes-Benz SLS AMG 159R '10-'15 8/6208 563/6800  479/4750  1620kg 335 4.0 8.4 197 308 214 +Greatengineand chassis (gullwing doors too!) - Slightly tardy gearbox 2. 2.2.0.0 .4
Mercedes-Benz SLS AMG Black Series 204R - 13-15 8/6208 622/7400  468/5500 1550kg 408 36 - 196 321 20.6 +Stunningengine, superb body control - Be careful on less-than-smooth roads... R 2.2.0.0.¢
Mercedes-Benz SLR McLaren 073R  '04-07  8/5439 617/6500  575/3250  1693kg 370 37 - 208 - = + Zonda-pace, 575-style drivability - Dreadful brake feel %k K
Noble M600 186R €£200,000 8/4439  650/6800 604/3800 T198kg 551 3.8 T.7 225 - = + Spiritual successor to the Ferrari F40 - It's a bit pricey b 2.2.0.8.¢
Pagani Huayra 185R cEIm 12/5980 720/5800  737/2250  1350kg 542 33 - 24 - - +0urjoint 2012 Car of the Year - Engine isn't as nape-prickling as the Zonda’s . 8.8.0.9.4
PaganiZonda 760RS 170R £1.5m 12/7291  750/6300  575/4500  1210kg 630 33 - 27+ - = +0One of the most extreme Zondas ever - One of the last Zondas ever (probably) ok ke
PaganiZondaS7.3 096R  '02-05  12/7291 555/5900  553/4050  1250kg 451 36 - 197 - = + evo Car of the Year 2001 (in earlier 7.0 form) - Values have gone up a fair bit since then k% % %k
PaganiZonda F 186R 05-06  12/7291  602/6150  575/4000  1230kg 497 36 - 214 - = + Everything an Italian supercar ought to be - Looks a bit blingy next toa Carrera GT L. 2.2.0.0.¢
PaganiZonda Cinque Roadster 147D '09-'10 12/7291  669/6200  575/4000 1400kg 485 34 - 217+ - = + The best Zonda ever - Doesn't come up in the classifieds often 1 2.2.0.0.¢
@ Porsche 911 Turbo S (991.2) 220D £145773  6/3800 572/6750  553/2250 1600kg 363 29 - 205 212 310 +Enormous performance - Not as thrilling as somerivals %k Kk Kk
Porsche 911 Turbo S (991.1) 2I7R 13-'15 6/3800 552/6500  553/2200 1605kg 349 31 - 197 227 291 +Superbeveryday supercar - At times disguises the thrills it can offer b 2.2.0.0.¢
Porsche 911 Turbo (997.2) 2I8R '09-13 6/3800 493/6000 479/1950  1570kg 319 3.2 7.3 193 272 244 +The Turbo at the very top of its game - Favours outright grip over adjustability . 0.8.0.9.4
Porsche 911GT2RS (997.2) 204R I0-13 6/3600 611/6500  516/2250  1370kg 453 35 - 205 284 - + More powerful than a Carrera GT. Handles, too - Erm... b 2. 0.0.0 ¢
Porsche 911 Turbo (997.1) 094R  '06-09  6/3600 472/6000 457/1950  1585kg 303 4.0 8.7 193 - 221  + Monster cornering ability - A bit woolly on its standard settings ok %k ke
Porsche 911 Turbo (996) 017R 00-06  6/3600 414/6000  413/2700  1540kg 273 41 100 190 309 218 +evoCaroftheyear2000; the 911 for all seasons - We can't find any reasons >k %k Kk
Porsche 911GT2 (996.2) 072R 04-06  6/3600 475/5700  472/3500  1420kg 338 40 83 198 309 218 + Revisions made it even more of a star than the 456bhp 996.1GT2- Caresstillrequired %k % % %
Porsche 911 Turbo (993) 066R  '95-'98  6/3600 402/5750  398/4500 1500kg 272 45 - 180 376 180 + Stupendous all-weather supercar- It doesn't rain enough . 8.8.0.9.4
Porsche 911GT2 (993) 003R  '95-'98  6/3600 424/5750  398/4500 1295kg 333 44 - 183 368 183 + Hairy-arsed homologation special; last 21 had 444bhp- Only 193 were made 2. 2.2.0.0.¢
Porsche 918 Spyder 200R  13-15 8/4593  875/8500  944/6600 1674kg 531 26 - 2nm 79 85.6  +Blistering performance; cohesive hybrid tech - Added weight and complexity R 2.2.0. 8. ¢
Porsche Carrera GT 200R 0406  10/5733 604/8000 435/5750 1380kg 445 3.8 7.6 205 432 158 + Feltahead ofits time- Needs modern tyres to tame its spikiness b 2. 0.0.0.¢
Ruf CTR3 126R c£357,000 6/3746  691/7600  656/4000 1400kg 501 32 - 235 - = +The best 911that Porsche never made - But not the best looking... b 2.2.0.8.¢
RufCTR ‘Yellowbird 097R '87-89 6/3366  469/5950  408/5100  1170kg 345 41 - n - = + A true legend - We can't all drive like Stefan Roser %k Kk
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TRACK TIMES

= new this month. Red denotes the car is the fastest in its class on that track.

ANGLESEY COASTAL CIRCUIT

LOCATION Anglesey, UK

B GPS 53188372, -4.496385 st
LENGTH 1.55 miles

Car Lap time issue no. YouTube
Radical RXC Turbo 500 (fastest coupe) 1105 - Yes -
McLaren P1 (on P Zero Trofeo R tyres) (fastest supercar) 200 Yes
Porsche 918 Spyder 200 Yes C a r I n te r I o r
McLaren P1 200 Yes - -
Porsche 911 GT3RS (991) - Yes S pe c I a I I sts
Porsche 911 Turbo S (991) - Yes
Ferrari 458 Speciale 198 Yes
Porsche 911 Turbo (991) 210 Yes
Aston Martin Vantage GT12 214 Yes .
Nissan GT-R (2014MY) 210 Ves Guaranteed Quality &
Mercedes-AMGGT S 210 Yes H
Porsche 911 Carrera S Powerkit (991) 201 - Se rvice
Porsche 911 Carrera (991) 199 Yes
Porsche Cayman (981) 209 -
Aston Martin N430 210 -
Lotus Exige S (V6) 209 -
SEAT Leon Cupra 280 Sub8 (fastest hot hatch) 212 -
BMW M4 199 Yes
BMWi8 210 -
Honda Civic Type R (FK2) 212 -
Renaultsport Mégane Trophy 275 212 -
BMW M5 Competition Pack (FIOM) (fastest saloon) - Yes
Audi TTS (MK3) 209 -
AudiR8 V8 (MKI) 201 -
e o . Hoods and Tonneaus
Nissan 370Z Nismo 209 - i
Alfa Romeo 4C 209 - made and fltted
Mercedes-AMG S65 Coupe s Yes
VW Golf R (Mk7) 212 -
Peugeot RCZR 209 -
Toyota GT86 TRD 193 -
JotaMazda MX-5GT (Mk3) (fastest sports car) 193 -
BEDFORD AUTODROME WEST CIRCUIT -

£ LOCATION Bedfordshire, UK T: 0116 269 2607 E: sales@classiccarservices.co.uk

B GPS 52.235133,-0.474321 I - - k
LENGTH 1.8 miles (track reconfigured May 2015; earlier times not comparable) WWW- c ass I cca rse r\"c es . CO- U

SEAT Leon Cupra 280 Utimate Sub8 (fastest hot hatch) 1231 215 - Unit 2, R/O 10 Silverdale Drive, Thurmaston, Leicester
BMW M3 (F80) (fastest saloon) 1233 21 Yes

Renaultsport Mégane 275 Trophy-R 1236 215 -

Mercedes-AMG C63 S Saloon 1:24.0 21 Yes

Honda Civic Type R (FK2) 1249 215 -

VW Golf R (Mk7) 1261 - Yes

AudiRS3 Sportback (2015MY) 1:26.6 - Yes

Ford Fiesta ST Mountune 1:29.5 213 -

Mazda MX-5 2.0i Sport (Mké) (fastest sports car) 1:29.8 - Yes

Toyota GT86 (fastest coupe) 1299 - Yes

BLYTON PARK OUTER CIRCUIT

EAPRE

LOCATION Lincolnshire, UK 7 : = -
& GPS 53460093, -0.688666 tuning specialists
LENGTH 1.6 miles - -
Plug-in Diesel Upgrades
Ariel Atom 3.5R (fastest sports car) 0:58.9 205 - o
Radical RXC Turbo (fastest coupe) 1004 205 Yes 40% more POWER
BAC Mono 1014 189 - 20% better ECONOMY!
Porsche 911 GT2 RS (997.2) (fastest supercar) 1:01.8 204 Yes
Porsche 911 GT3 (991) 1:01.9 205 Yes
Caterham Seven 620R 1:021 189 -
Nissan GT-R Nismo 1:.021 205 Yes
Mercedes SLS AMG Black Series 1:.02.5 204 Yes
Pagani Huayra 1.025 77 -
McLaren12C 1:.02.7 187 -
Radical RXC 1:.029 189 -
Ariel Atom 3.5 310 1.03.4 189 -
Audi R8 V10 Plus (MKI) 1:.03.4 = Yes
@ Porsche Cayman GT4 1:03.8 220 Yes
Lotus Exige S (V6) 1044 77 -
Porsche 911 Carrera (991) 1:05.1 77 -
© Chevrolet CamaroZ/28 1:051 220 Yes . ) ;
Porsche 911 GT3 (997) 1:052 = Yes Diesel Tuning for Cars, Commercials, Tractors & Boats
Porsche Boxster S (981) 1055 m - Fit yourself in minutes - instantly improve drivability!
Porsche Cayman GTS (981) 1:05.5 = Yes
Porsche Cayman S (981) 1:055 189 - v tor 1ISO
© Caterham Seven420R 1.057 220 Yes ) 9001
Jaguar F-type S Convertible 1:06.5 ° Yes / i Ar QUALITY
@ Vuhl 05 1:06.5 220 Yes ASSURRIEE
ZenosE10S 1:06.6 214 -
Mercedes-Benz C63 AMG Black Series 1:06.9 7 - S . L i
Renaultsport Mégane 275 Trophy-R (fastest hot hatch) 1:.07.3 205 Yes plsl;gf;tr;(f':;cﬁom ‘,.}i‘fh:ﬁ\;asliab[? i wcrkterif:rlla;:}':zr;:: :,t‘rhy r s “",;;‘;ﬁ'_ﬁ';‘f,g"
© SEAT Leon Cupra 280 Sub8 1:.07.6 220 Yes computer. It can be salf utes, adjusted for more performance and
BMW M135i 1.077 j1d - easily removed. It will free your vehicle from its manufacturer’s limits.
Porsche Cayman (981) 1.07.7 - Yes
BMW M235i 1.08.7 o Yes
Mini John Cooper Works GP (R56) 1:08.7 181 - - . . -
Renaultsport Mégane R26.R 1:08.9 181 - Visit our websue, see your vehicle’s
Ford Focus RS500 1.09.4 181 - true potential, order online.
VW Golf GTI Performance Pack (M7 1103 192 - % "
Toyota GT86 M) 28 i . email@chipexpress.com 01727 730 956
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Showroom Insurance / Services

==\ www.watches.co.uk
. The Swiss Watch Specialists
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Specialist Car
Insurance

Adrian Flux know how much you love

your car, that's why we are dedicated
to finding you a policy, tailor-made to
your own personal requirements and ~

driving history. Call us today for a free,

no obligation quote! E
A ~—74060 ° =
S—— |
ADRIAN Q@D OI—

FLUX
Benefits available can include:

0800 085 5000 M FREE Legal Cover M Limited Mileage Discounts
B Modifications Cover

H Breakdown Cover
B Club Member Discounts

adrianflux.co.uk | Besleh

B Imports Cover

B Track Day Cover

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority
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Lamborghini Murciélago VACS intakes

by RICHARD LANE

LAMBORGHINI’S MURCIELAGO MIGHT BE NAMED

after a Spanish bull, but get it hot enough and it takes the

likeness of an Australian lizard. The reptile in question is a

species that frills out its neck when antagonised and spits

viciously. And given that a Murciélago can react similarly
when goaded, the smaller creature seems a more suitable metaphor than
a bull that didn’t die on a particular day.

The Murciélago’s frill comes in the form of its Variable Airflow Cooling
System (VACS). These active intakes expand to feed and cool the 6.2-litre
V12 at higher speeds but retain the car’s elegantly robust lines by receding
back into the bodywork when their work is done.

The carbonfibre flaps, whichrise up out of the Murciélago’s hulking form
like something from a Thunderbirds set, open to 20 degrees automatically
on the basis of engine coolant and external air temperatures, or on
request at the touch of a button on the transmission tunnel. A warning
sounds if they are obstructed for any reason.

VACS might seem an unnecessarily intricate solution, but consider
that kerb appeal has always been a priority for Lamborghini, yet cooling is
the one non-negotiable aspect of supercar design. Gaping fixed intakes

would be ugly (and, Lamborghini calculated, only fully utilised for 15 per
cent of the time). Small intakes, meanwhile, would be useless and, more
than that, dangerous.

‘We tried various designs until we hit upon a vent that didn’t badly
increase drag or compromise downforce,” designer Luc Donckerwolke
told evo at the car’s launch in 2001, but the idea didn’t materialise from
this process alone. In fact the vents were an extension of the hardware
that engineering director Massimo Ceccarani and chief engineer Horacio
Pagani (yes, that one) devised for the Countach Evoluzione concept more
than a decade earlier.

So VACS kept the peace between Sant’Agata’s designers and engineers,
but it did little to improve the Murciélago’s appeal as a practical device.
At full spread the intakes were so big that the wing mirrors had to be
mounted on conspicuously (and vulnerably) long arms just so the driver
had a modicum of rearward visibility. And if the vents’ flimsy metal
supports snap, the flaps flail about in the wind - not a classy look.

When working as they should, however, the pop-up intakes are an
artful compromise of form and function, oscillating like mechanical gills
to keep the 570bhp star of the show in fighting form. 8

VO NEXT MONTH BMW M4 GTS driven. The ultimate M-car?

ON SALE WEDNESDAY APRIL 20
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WORRIED ABOUT EXPENSIVE CAR

REPAIR BILLS?

If your car goes wrong, you could be faced with wallet busting repair bills. Not
to mention the hassle of dealing with the garage and being without your motor
for days, or even weeks on end.

A used car repair plan from Warrantywise gives you total peace of mind
when your car goes bang! All of our plans include car hire, hotel & onwards
travel expenses as well as recovery as standard. You can also take your car to
any VAT registered garage in the UK or Europe for repairs!

witie Rl —

Designed by Quentin Willson

all its been designed by motoring consumer
champion, Quentin Willson.

BAGK 959 W
DAL ' POSITIVE , AWARD
 IWINNING -ﬁ

Prices start from just £19 per month. Best of Q

Warrantywise work in partnership with global f f
feedback engine Feefo and were awarded their ee o

Gold Trusted Merchant award for 2015.

QUENTIN VIDEO GUIDE

Watch as motoring expert, Quentin Willson,
explains the benefits of a used car warranty.

Watch Quentin’s Guide
warrantywise.co.uk/guide

THEO IS WARRANTY WISE

Warrantywise are delighted that Theo Paphitis has
done the wise thing and protected his jaw-dropping
Maybach with a Warrantywise warranty.

Read the full article at: www.warrantywise.co.uk/theo

Terms and conditions apply. Accurate at the time of printing. | |

& warrantywise.co.uk WINS

or call us on Freephone 0800 030 4569 Simply the Best in the Business



THE NEW

LEON ST CUPRA 290

CAPABLE, WHICHEVER
WAY YOU LOOK AT IT

Model shown is a Leon STCUPRA 290 with optional Sub8 Performance Pack, CUPRA Black-Line and Nevada white metallic paint.
FOLLOW US ON: ﬁ

@ SEAT.CO.UK

Official fuel consumption for the SEAT Leon ST CUPRA in mpg (litres per 100km); urban 31.7 (8.9) - 33.2 (8.5);
extra urban 50.4 (5.6) - 51.4 (5.5); combined 41.5 (6.8) - 42.8 (6.6). CO, emissions 158 - 154 g/km. Standard EU test
figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results.




