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Confirm that you have received your total  
number of boxes.

 If incorrect, please immediately contact
orders@americanreading.com

Then, sort your boxes by grade and by module  
number. (Each grade has a different color label.  
Module numbers are indicated at the bottom of the label.)

Check contents of boxes against packing slip.
(It is not necessary to open the bags.)

Locate and set aside the white Professional 
Development boxes.

Please send an order confirmation to
American Reading Company.

orders@americanreading.com

Distribute boxes to individual classrooms before opening.
See back for detailed instructions for unpacking individual boxes. 
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IRLA Starter Kit

UNPACKING INSTRUCTIONS CONTINUED...

1-866-810-2665

•	 Ensure the plastic storage basket is clean and dry prior to 
applying the label. Apply the label to the front of the basket. 

Note that the front end of the basket has a wider middle 
section than the back.

•	 Place the books in the baskets.

•	 Each class should receive 5 collections of books  
(up to 150 books total).

5.1 Unpack and Fill Baskets

•	 Each plastic bag contains one collection of books and one basket label.

•	 Plastic baskets are shipped in separate boxes to avoid breakage.

•	 Find a plastic basket that matches the color of the label.

5.2 Program Materials

For each classroom, you will have:

IRLA Starter Kit Program Materials

•	 Independent Reading Level Assessment (IRLA)

•	 IRLA Handbook

•	 Conference Notebook

•	 Reading Acquisition Skills Cards
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Effective Reading
A Transformative Education Approach

When I read, I ask:

Description
What is the author telling me?

What? When? Where? Who? Why?

Personal 
Interpretation

How do I feel about this? 

Have I had experiences similar or different to these ones?

Critical/ 
Multicultural/ 

Anti-Bias Analysis

Is what happened right (fair, kind, moral, appropriate)?

Who benefits (suffers) in a situation like this?

Has anyone been excluded from this text? 

Who is left out? Why?

Does this text allow for human diversity?

Creative/ 
Transformation

What will I take away from this experience?

What might I do in a situation like the one in the text?

How can I improve my life/conditions/relations?

Reading is more than a source of information and entertainment. 
It is an empowering act.
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Points Earned

2
Start your answer with key words from the 
question and state your interpretation/
opinion in one sentence.

1
Use specific evidence from the text to 
support your interpretation/opinion. (“In 
the text...”)

1

Tell why this matters to the text or to the 
world. 

(This was important to the story because...” 
OR “This teaches us something important 
about life because...”)

4 Proficient

Develop and Support 
an Interpretation Rubric

Ace your state test.

*192027*
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Active Reading

What are you thinking?

I make predictions

I make connections

I visualize

To my life

To the world

To other things 
I’ve read

Reader:                 Room:  

*192026*
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plan
man

Stop if something doesn’t look right, sound 
right, or make sense.

Look at the picture.

Say the first letter sound.

Reread: Go back and try again.

Blend: Say the first two letters.

Cover part of the word.

Chunk: Look for parts you know.

Think of a word that looks the same and 
rhymes.

Say “blank,” read on, and come back.

Try a different sound for the vowel.

plan

a e i o u

p_____

an

pl____

Word Attack Strategies
Tips for Tricky Words

Reader:               Room:  
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Effective Reading
A Transformative Education Approach

When I read, I ask:

Description
What is the author telling me?

What? When? Where? Who? Why?

Personal 
Interpretation

How do I feel about this? 

Have I had experiences similar or different to these ones?

Critical/ 
Multicultural/ 

Anti-Bias Analysis

Is what happened right (fair, kind, moral, appropriate)?

Who benefits (suffers) in a situation like this?

Has anyone been excluded from this text? 

Who is left out? Why?

Does this text allow for human diversity?

Creative/ 
Transformation

What will I take away from this experience?

What might I do in a situation like the one in the text?

How can I improve my life/conditions/relations?

Reading is more than a source of information and entertainment. 
It is an empowering act.
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Active Reading Habits
1. Figure out 3- and 4-syllable words familiar from everyday speech, 

including names.
2. Try different sounds for the letters or chunks in a new word until you 

recognize the word.
3. Use prefixes and suffixes to figure out words (un-, re-, mis-, -ful, 

-able, -tion, -ly, -ier, -iest).
4. Stop and self-correct when something doesn’t look right, sound 

right, or make sense.
5. Finish at least one 2R chapter book every week.
6. Visualize as you read books with few or no illustrations.
7. Read fluently and with expression, using punctuation.
8. Read silently for at least 30 minutes without getting tired. 
9. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.
10. Read fiction, nonfiction, poetry, plays, fables, and folktales.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.
1. Is this fiction or informational? How do you know?
2. Answer why, how, and what if questions.
3. What connections can you make to your own life?
4. What did the author do well in writing this book? 

Literature
5. Retell the story in 3 sentences:  

In the beginning...  
In the middle...  
In the end... 

6. Describe the main characters. 
How do they react to events in 
the story?

7. Describe the setting, where and 
when the story takes place.

8. Read a good part out loud, 
using different voices for different 
characters.

9. What is the lesson or moral of this 
story? How do you know?

Informational Text
10. Tell the main idea and 

details that support it.
11. What text features does 

your book have for finding 
information quickly? Show 
how you can use them.

12. What did you learn from 
your reading?

13. What was fact and what 
was opinion? How do you 
know?

14. What questions do you 
have?

2R: Skills Card
Reader:                          Room:  

*160060*
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Reader:                      Room:  

Wt: Skills Card

Comprehension
 Provide specific information from the text for each of your answers.

Literature Informational Text
1. Describe the setting (time and place) 

and compare it to other stories .

2. Describe the characters and how their 
traits influence the unfolding of events 
in the story.

3. Retell the key events of the plot in 
chronological sequence.

4. Identify the narrator. Is the story told 
in 1st or 3rd person?

5. Describe the central problem and 
explain how it is resolved. 

6. What is the central message, lesson, or 
moral? How did the author convey it?

7. How is your point of view on the 
theme or conflict different or the same 
as the narrator’s or the characters’?

8. Find an example of figurative language 
and explain what it means.

9. What is the main idea and how 
do you know?

10. What key facts or ideas support 
the main idea?

11. Does the author state any 
opinions? What is the author’s 
point of view? How do you 
know? How is yours different?

12. What questions would you ask 
the author?

13. Show how you can use text 
features to locate information in 
the text.

14. Explain how the author organizes 
the information (time sequence, 
steps in a procedure, pro/con 
compare/contrast, cause/effect).

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
1. Finish a chapter book every week.

2. Read an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home.

3. Read something you like from each of these genres:
• Traditional tales (fables, folktales, myths)
• Poetry and drama
• Contemporary fiction and other stories
• Informational text (science, history/social studies)

*160061*
SC-CCR-WT

Vocabulary
Find a word you don’t know and would like to learn. Use the context to figure out 
what it probably means. Think of a word or phrase that could take its place in the book 
without changing the meaning. Check the meaning in a dictionary. Use the word in a 
sentence. Learn it.

Copyright © 2010 by American Reading Company®

Bk: Skills Card
Comprehension
Provide specific information from the text for each of your answers.
Literature Informational Text
1. Using specific details from the text, 

describe in depth:

• a major character.
• a minor character.
• the narrator (1st or 3rd person).
•  the setting (time, place,  

historical era).
• a key event.

2. Retell the key events of the plot in 
chronological sequence.

3. What is the theme of the text?  How 
do you know?

4. What other things have you read 
with a similar theme?  How does this 
compare?

5. Identify an example of figurative 
language (e.g., simile or metaphor). 
Describe its meaning and effect.

6. What form (genre) of literature is this? 
How do you know?  Describe its basic 
structural elements.

7. Tell the author’s main idea in one 
sentence.

8. List the key facts and ideas that 
support the author’s main idea.

9. Summarize the information 
presented. Tell exactly what 
happened and why. Use specific 
information from the text.

10. What do you think is your author’s 
opinion or perspective on this 
material? How is it different from 
yours?

11. How did the author organize the 
information (e.g., chronological 
order, compare/contrast, pro/con, 
cause/effect, problem/solution, 
exposition)?

12. Was this a firsthand or secondhand 
account?  How do you know?

13. Explain one of the graphic features 
in the text (charts, graphs, diagrams, 
time lines, maps, tables) and describe 
how the information adds to the rest 
of the text.

Vocabulary
Find a word you don’t know and would like to learn. Use the context to figure out what it 
probably means. Think of a word or phrase that could take its place in the book without 
changing the meaning. Check the meaning in a dictionary. Use the word in a sentence. 
Learn it.

Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book each week.

2. Get hooked on a series or author and go on a reading binge.

3. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone reminding you.

4. Read biography, contemporary fiction, traditional tales, poetry, drama, science, and history.

5. Read silently, faster than you can talk, but with good understanding.

Reader:                      Room:  
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Comprehension
Provide specific information from the text for each of your answers.

Literature Informational Text
1. From what genre is this text?  What else 

have you read in this genre or by this 
author? How does this compare? Describe 
how the narrator’s or speaker’s point of 
view influences how events are described. 

2. Identify and describe the following 
literary elements in the text: 
• Plot (conflict and resolution)
• Setting (time of day or year, historical 

era, place, situation)
• Characters (traits, roles, similarities, 

major and minor)
• Narrator (first person/third person) 

3. Compare each of the above with those of 
another text.

4. What is the theme (meaning, message, 
moral, lesson, view, or comment on life) 
of the text? Use details from the text to 
support your conclusion. 
• Which 3 scenes (chapters, stanzas) 

were most important and how do they 
connect to each other? 

5. Select two characters or events. Compare 
and contrast them. Use specific details 
from the text.

6. Identify an example of figurative language 
(e.g., metaphor, simile, personification, 
idiom, adage) and describe its effect.

7. From what field of study is this text? What 
did you already know about the subject? 

8. What are two or more main ideas in the 
text? State each of them in one sentence. 

9. What reasons and evidence does the 
author give to support each of these main 
ideas? 

10. How does the author organize the 
information (e.g., compare/contrast, pro/
con, cause/effect, chronological sequence)? 

11. Compare the organizational structure 
above with another text. 

12. What is the author’s opinion or point of 
view on the material? How does it differ 
from yours?

13. Select two individuals, events, ideas or 
concepts and explain how they are related. 

14. Interpret one of the graphic features in the 
text (charts, maps, illustrations, diagrams, 
timelines, tables) and explain how the 
information adds to the rest of the text. 

Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book each week.

2. Discover a new genre and become an expert in it (science fiction, historical fiction, 
adventure/survival/biography)

3. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone reminding you.

Vocabulary
Find a word you don’t know and would like to learn. Use the context to figure out what it 
probably means. Think of a word or phrase that could take its place in the book without 
changing the meaning. Check the meaning in a dictionary. Use the word in a sentence. Learn it.

Reader:                      Room:  

Or: Skills Card
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Comprehension: 
Provide specific information from the text for each of your answers.
Literature Informational Text
1. Identify the genre of this text.  What 

are the key elements of this genre? 
What other books have you read in 
this genre, or by the same author?

2. Describe how the plot unfolds 
in a series of episodes towards 
a resolution.  Include how the 
characters change along the way.

3. Determine the theme or central idea 
of the text. Use details from the text 
to support your thinking.  How does 
this reflect the genre?

4. Identify an example of figurative 
language and discuss its impact on 
meaning and tone.

5. Select a key sentence, chapter, scene 
or stanza and describe how it fits into 
the overall structure of the text.  How 
does it affect theme or plot?

6. Discuss how the author develops the 
point of view, or perspective, of the 
narrator in the text.

7. Compare and contrast this text with 
another one you’ve read about the 
same topic or theme in a different 
genre.

8. From what field of study is this 
text?  What did you already know 
about this subject?

9. Provide an objective summary of 
the text in one sentence.

10. Determine a central idea of 
the text and explain how it is 
supported by key details.

11. Analyze in detail how a key idea, 
event, or person is introduced, 
described, and developed in the 
text.

12. Select a key word, sentence, 
paragraph, chapter, or section and 
describe how it fits into the overall 
structure of the text and helps 
develop the central idea.

13. Trace the author’s argument. 
Which claims are supported 
with valid reasons and evidence?  
Which are not?

14. Determine the author’s point of 
view or purpose for writing and 
how it is conveyed.

15. Compare and contrast two 
authors’ presentations of the same 
topic.

Pu: Skills Card

Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book each week.

2. Read at least 1 full length chapter book in each of these genres: historical fiction, 
biography, science fiction, fantasy, contemporary fiction.

3. Choose a topic in science or history to explore.  Become an expert on it.

4. Find a poet you particularly like.  Become an expert on his/her work.

5. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone 
reminding you.

Reader:                      Room:  
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