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

Confirm that you have received your total  
number of boxes.

 If incorrect, please immediately contact
customercare@americanreading.com

Then, sort your boxes by grade and by module  
number. (Each grade has a different color label.  
Module numbers are indicated at the bottom of the label.)

Check contents of boxes against packing slip.
(It is not necessary to open the bags, and please do 
not remove anything from the boxes.)

Locate and set aside the white Professional 
Development boxes.
(These boxes contain Instructional Frameworks 
and Teacher Resource Kits.)

Please send a confirmation of receipt to 
American Reading Company.
customercare@americanreading.com

Distribute boxes to individual classrooms.  
(Do not remove anything from the boxes before distributing them.)

See back for detailed instructions for unpacking individual boxes. 

#1

#2
#3

#4
#5



Unpack and Fill Baskets
•	 Each plastic bag contains one collection of books, theme stickers  

(if applicable), and one basket label.
•	 Plastic baskets are shipped in separate boxes to avoid breakage.

•	 Find a plastic basket that matches the color of the label found in the 
plastic bag for each collection.

•	 Ensure the plastic storage basket is clean and dry prior to applying the label. 
Apply the label to the front of the basket. Note that the front end of the basket 
has a wider middle section than the back.

•	 Thematic collection bags also contain theme stickers. Place these stickers on the covers of the thematic books so 
that they are easily distinguishable from the Intensive Reading (100BC) books.

•	 Place the books in the baskets.

Summer Semester Book Collections
For each classroom, you will receive:
•	 1 collection of Anchor Titles (5 books) 

•	 15 copies of a Core Text or a student exemplar pack

•	 5 collections (100 books) of Intensive Reading Intervention titles

•	 5 collections (100 books) of Thematic titles
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Research Labs®

Reading, Writing, and Research in Content Areas

Researcher:____________________Room #:____________________
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Research Labs®

World Geography

Continents
• North America
• South America
• Europe
• Asia
• Africa
• Australia
• Antarctica

Oceans
• Pacific Ocean
• Atlantic Ocean
• Indian Ocean
• Arctic Ocean

Countries
• United States of America
• Canada
• Mexico

Directions
• North (N)
• South (S)
• East (E)
• West (W)
• Northeast (NE)
• Southeast (SE)
• Northwest (NW)
• Southwest (SW)

Locations
• The equator
• Your home
• Your ancestors’ home

Hemispheres
• Eastern Hemisphere
• Western Hemisphere
• Northern Hemisphere
• Southern Hemisphere

On a world map, be able to label from memory (and spell 
correctly):

*137315*
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Reader:______________________________ Room:_ ___________

Choose_a_marine_animal_to_research.

Research_Questions:

1. What does it look like? How do its physical characteristics help it 

survive?

2. Describe the marine animal’s behavior and explain how this behavior 

helps it survive.

3. What kind of marine animal is it and how do you know?

4. How does it change throughout its life? 

5. Where does it live?

6. What does it eat? What likes to eat it?

7. Is this marine animal 

endangered? What 

are the threats to its 

survival?
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Primary_Research_Card

After submitting your confirmation of receipt:

Program Materials 
The principal should present the Milestone Award (medals, wristbands, or dog tags) for 100 Steps read. 
You may want to deliver the Milestone Awards 
directly to the principal now.

Hold the remaining materials until after  
Professional Development.

For each classroom, you will receive:
•	 Reading Acquisition Skills Cards for 15 Students

•	 15 Logbooks

•	 1 set of 100-Step Milestone Awards (15)

•	 15 Research Folders with Theme Stickers

•	 15 Blank Books

•	 60 Writing Cards (4 different cards—15 each)

•	 30 Theme Cards (2 different cards—15 each)

Reading Acquisition Skills Cards

Leveled Intensive Reading Intervention Library Leveled Thematic Library

Anchor Titles Central Text

Reading Logbook

Writing Cards
Student 

Blank Books
Theme  

Research Cards

Milestone 
Awards

Research 
Folders

© 2011 by American Reading Company®

Student’s Name: ________________________________________
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Date Complete

1. Draft Book: Decide what will go on each page 
of your book. Label each page with a Post-it to 
prevent major mistakes.2. Plan Location of Words: Decide how the text will 

relate to the illustrations. Will the words be at the 
bottom? In dialogue bubbles? In the middle with 
illustrations for borders? Look for good ideas in 
other books. 

3. Plan What Goes on Each Page: Divide your final 
draft into pages. Plan what illustrations, charts, 
or diagrams will go on each page. Make sure the 
graphics reflect the content on that page.4. Select Style for Illustrations & Graphics: Study 

the graphics and artwork in other books. What 
style do you like? How will you use illustrations to 
contribute to your focus or purpose?5. Complete Illustrations & Graphics: Draw your 

pictures and design your graphics. Make sure your 
illustrations show the real environment of your 
main character or topic. This may involve more 
research.

6. Write the Text: Type or write your piece and put it 
into the book.

7. Complete Special Text Features: Design and 
write your special sections. Use other authors’ 
work as models (e.g., title page, dedication, glossary, About the Author).8. About the Author Page: Consider including your 

photograph on your About the Author page.

#4 PublishingInformational Writing

© 2011 by American Reading Company®

Student’s Name: ________________________________________
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Author Editor

Word Usage

First-, second-, or third-person narrator is consistent.

Verbs agree with nouns and pronouns.

Verb tense is consistent.

Sentence Structure

There are no sentence fragments.

There are no run-on sentences.

The sentences used are varied in type.

Punctuation

Every sentence ends with an end mark (. ? ! ).

Words in lists are separated by commas.

Direct quotations are set up correctly.

Apostrophes are used correctly.

Capitalization

Every sentence begins with a capital letter.

The proper name of any person, place, or thing 
begins with a capital letter.

Every major word in a title begins with a capital 
letter.

“I” is capitalized.

Spelling

Every word is spelled correctly.

Homonyms have been double-checked.

#3 Editing

© 2011 by American Reading Company®

Student’s Name: ________________________________________
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#2 Revising
Informational Writing

Read your first draft out loud. Ask yourself:
Date 

Complete

1. Focus 

• Who is my audience? 

• What do I want my reader to learn (main ideas)? 

Rework to clarify/develop your main ideas. Remove anything 

that doesn’t contribute to your focus. 

2. Content

• Complete: Have I included the most significant and 

relevant facts, definitions, examples, and concrete details to 

support my ideas? 

• Accurate: Is this information accurate? 

• Credible: Are my sources credible? 

3. Organization

• Are my ideas presented in the most effective order/

structure? 

• Have I used headings and/or visuals?

• Do transition words help the reader move through each 

paragraph and between paragraphs easily?

Reorganize and revise to make your writing a unified whole.

4. Style

Read good examples of informational writing. Rewrite your 

book so that it sounds the way you want it to sound. Read it 

out loud and keep reworking it until you love it. Use precise 

language and domain-specific vocabulary. 

© 2011 by American Reading Company®

Student’s Name: ________________________________________RE
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#1 Drafting
Informational Writing

1
Final Project Organizers: Complete your Final Project 

Organizer.

2
Models: Look through examples of informational books to 

see how they are organized: cover, title page, dedication, 

table of contents, text, illustrations, glossary, captions, etc. 

Look for good ideas.

3
Create Your Draft Book: Create a draft book by stapling 

blank pages in the same size and shape as your finished book. 

Use this paper book to design and write your draft copy.

4
Page Plan: Plan what will go on each page of your book: 

dedication, index, text, illustration, etc. Label every page of 

your draft book, using Post-Its or pieces of paper and tape.

5
Content Plan: Decide what content you will put into your 

book and how it will be organized. Create your table of 

contents.

6

Page Layout: Plan each page of text. Where will the words 

go, and where will the illustrations go? Cut out pieces of 

paper in the right size and shape for the text on each page. 

Tape or staple in place lightly. Using paper cutouts will allow 

you to draft, revise, and edit your text without having to 

redo your draft book.

7

Draft: Using your organizers, choose the big idea that 

you want to communicate for your first chapter. Create an 

interesting topic sentence that clearly communicates your 

big idea. Provide details to explain and support it. Repeat for 

each chapter.
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Creative Reading: A Transformative Education Approach
Alma Flor Ada & F. Isabel Campoy
www.isabelcampoy.com     www.almaflorada.com     www.delsolbook.com

Copyright © 2012 by American Reading Company®

Effective Reading
A Transformative Education Approach

When I read, I ask:

Description
What is the author telling me?

What? When? Where? Who? Why?

Personal 
Interpretation

How do I feel about this? 

Have I had experiences similar or different to these ones?

Critical/ 
Multicultural/ 

Anti-Bias Analysis

Is what happened right (fair, kind, moral, appropriate)?

Who benefits (suffers) in a situation like this?

Has anyone been excluded from this text? 

Who is left out? Why?

Does this text allow for human diversity?

Creative/ 
Transformation

What will I take away from this experience?

What might I do in a situation like the one in the text?

How can I improve my life/conditions/relations?

Reading is more than a source of information and entertainment. 
It is an empowering act.
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Points Earned

2
Start your answer with key words from the 
question and state your interpretation/
opinion in one sentence.

1
Use specific evidence from the text to 
support your interpretation/opinion. (“In 
the text...”)

1

Tell why this matters to the text or to the 
world. 

(This was important to the story because...” 
OR “This teaches us something important 
about life because...”)

4 Proficient

Develop and Support 
an Interpretation Rubric

Ace your state test.

*192027*Copyright © 2010 by American Reading Company®

Active Reading

What are you thinking?

I make predictions

I make connections

I visualize

To my life

To the world

To other things 
I’ve read

Reader:                 Room:  

*192026*Copyright © 2010 by American Reading Company®

plan
man

Stop if something doesn’t look right, sound 
right, or make sense.

Look at the picture.

Say the first letter sound.

Reread: Go back and try again.

Blend: Say the first two letters.

Cover part of the word.

Chunk: Look for parts you know.

Think of a word that looks the same and 
rhymes.

Say “blank,” read on, and come back.

Try a different sound for the vowel.

plan

a e i o u

p_____

an

pl____

Word Attack Strategies
Tips for Tricky Words

Reader:               Room:  

*192028*Copyright © 2010 by American Reading Company®

Creative Reading: A Transformative Education Approach
Alma Flor Ada & F. Isabel Campoy
www.isabelcampoy.com     www.almaflorada.com     www.delsolbook.com

Copyright © 2012 by American Reading Company®

Effective Reading
A Transformative Education Approach

When I read, I ask:

Description
What is the author telling me?

What? When? Where? Who? Why?

Personal 
Interpretation

How do I feel about this? 

Have I had experiences similar or different to these ones?

Critical/ 
Multicultural/ 

Anti-Bias Analysis

Is what happened right (fair, kind, moral, appropriate)?

Who benefits (suffers) in a situation like this?

Has anyone been excluded from this text? 

Who is left out? Why?

Does this text allow for human diversity?

Creative/ 
Transformation

What will I take away from this experience?

What might I do in a situation like the one in the text?

How can I improve my life/conditions/relations?

Reading is more than a source of information and entertainment. 
It is an empowering act.
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Active Reading Habits
1. Figure out 3- and 4-syllable words familiar from everyday speech, 

including names.
2. Try different sounds for the letters or chunks in a new word until you 

recognize the word.
3. Use prefixes and suffixes to figure out words (un-, re-, mis-, -ful, 

-able, -tion, -ly, -ier, -iest).
4. Stop and self-correct when something doesn’t look right, sound 

right, or make sense.
5. Visualize as you read books with few or no illustrations.
6. Read fluently and with expression, using punctuation.
7. Read silently for at least 30 minutes without getting tired.
8.  Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.
9. Finish a 2R chapter book every week.
10. Find a favorite chapter book series and read them all.
11. Read fiction, nonfiction, poetry, fables, and folktales.

2R: Skills Card
Reader:                          Room:  

*223990*
SC-CCR-V8-2R

Literature
1. Retell the story in 3 sentences:  

In the beginning...  
In the middle...  
In the end...

2. Describe the main characters. 
How do they react to events in 
the story?

3. Describe the setting, where and 
when the story takes place.

4. Read a good part out loud, 
using different voices for 
different characters.

5. What is the lesson or moral of 
this story? How do you know?

 Informational Text
1. Tell the main topic of:

• the whole text
• one paragraph or page

2. What did you learn from your 
reading?

3. What questions do you 
have?

4. What text features does 
your book have for finding 
information quickly? Show 
how you can use them.

5. Why do you think the author 
wrote this book? What was 
the most important thing s/
he wanted us to  learn?

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.

Copyright © 2017 by American Reading Company®

Reader:                      Room:  

Wt: Skills Card

Literature Informational Text
1. Describe the setting (time and place) 

and compare it to other stories .

2. Describe the characters and how their 
actions influence events in the story.

3. Retell the key events of the plot in 
chronological sequence.

4. Identify the narrator. Is the story told 
in 1st or 3rd person?

5. Describe the central problem and 
explain how it is resolved. 

6. What is the central message, lesson, or 
moral? How did the author convey it?

7. How is your point of view on the 
theme or conflict different or the same 
as the narrator’s or the characters’?

1. What is the main idea and how do 
you know?

2. What key facts or ideas support the 
main idea?

3. Does the author state any opinions? 
What is the author’s point of view? 
How do you know? How is yours 
different?

4. What questions would you ask the 
author?

5. Show how you can use text features 
to locate information in the text.

6. Explain how the author organizes the 
information (time sequence, steps 
in a procedure, pro/con, compare/
contrast, cause/effect).

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
1. Finish a chapter book every week.

2. Read an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home.

3. Read something you like from each of these genres:
• Informational text (science, history/social studies) 
• Fiction stories (realistic fiction, mystery, humor) 
• Traditional tales (fables, folktales, myths)
• Poetry and drama

*223991*
SC-CCR-V8-WT

Vocabulary & Language
• Context Clues: notice new words or phrases and use context clues to hypothesize meaning.
• Distinguish shades of meaning among related words (e.g., knew, believed, suspected).
• Word Parts: notice and use prefixes, suffixes, and roots as clues to the meanings of 

unknown words.
• Figurative Language: distinguish between literal and nonliteral language.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.

Copyright © 2017 by American Reading Company®

Bk: Skills Card

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.

Literature Informational Text
1. Using specific details from the 

text, describe in depth:
• a major character.
• a minor character.
• the narrator (1st or 3rd 

person).
•  the setting (time, place,  

historical era).
• a key event.

2. Retell the key events of the plot 
in chronological sequence.

3. What is the theme of the text?  
How do you know?

4. What other things have you read 
with a similar theme? How does 
this compare?

5. What form (genre) of literature 
is this? How do you know?  
Describe its basic structural 
elements.

6. Tell the author’s main idea in one sentence.

7. List the key facts and ideas that support the 
author’s main idea.

8. Summarize the information presented. 
Tell exactly what happened and why. Use 
specific information from the text.

9. What do you think is your author’s opinion or 
perspective on this material? How is it different 
from yours?

10. How did the author organize the information 
(e.g., chronological order, compare/contrast, 
pro/con, cause/effect, problem/solution, 
exposition)?

11. Was this a firsthand or secondhand 
account? How do you know?

12. Explain one of the graphic features in 
the text (charts, graphs, diagrams, time 
lines, maps, tables) and describe how the 
information adds to the rest of the text.

Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book each week.
2. Get hooked on a series or author and go on a reading binge.
3. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone reminding you.
4. Read biography, contemporary fiction, traditional tales, poetry, drama, science, and history.
5. Read silently, faster than you can talk, but with good understanding.

Reader:                      Room:  

*223992*
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Vocabulary & Language
• Context Clues: notice new words or phrases and use context clues to hypothesize meaning.
• Synonyms/Antonyms: come up with synonyms/antonyms for words in text.
• Distinguish shades of meaning between potential synonyms (e.g., whispered vs. grumbled).
• Word Parts: use Greek/Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word.
• Figurative Language: find an example of figurative language (e.g., simile or 

metaphor). Describe its meaning and effect.

Copyright © 2017 by American Reading Company®

Literature Informational Text
1. From what genre is this text? What 

else have you read in this genre or by 
this author? How does this compare? 
Describe how the narrator’s or speaker’s 
point of view influences how events are 
described. 

2. Identify and describe the following 
literary elements in the text: 
• Plot (conflict and resolution)
• Setting (time of day or year, historical 

era, place, situation)
• Characters (traits, roles, similarities, 

major and minor)
• Narrator (first person/third person) 

3. Compare each of the above with those of 
another text.

4. What is the theme (meaning, message, 
moral, lesson, view, or comment on life) 
of the text? Use details from the text to 
support your conclusion. 
• Which 3 scenes (chapters, stanzas) 

were most important and how do 
they connect to each other? 

5. Select two characters or events. Compare 
and contrast them. Use specific details 
from the text.

1. From what field of study is this text? What 
did you already know about the subject? 

2. What are two or more main ideas in the 
text? State each of them in one sentence. 

3. What reasons and evidence does the 
author give to support each of these main 
ideas? 

4. How does the author organize the 
information (e.g., compare/contrast, pro/
con, cause/effect, chronological sequence)? 

5. Compare the organizational structure 
above with another text. 

6. What is the author’s opinion or point of 
view on the material? How does it differ 
from yours?

7. Select two individuals, events, ideas or 
concepts and explain how they are related. 

8. Interpret one of the graphic features in the 
text (charts, maps, illustrations, diagrams, 
time lines, tables) and explain how the 
information adds to the rest of the text. 

Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book each week.

2. Read and understand Orange books in at least 5 genres.

3. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone reminding you.

Reader:                      Room:  

Or: Skills Card

*223993*
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Vocabulary & Language
• Context Clues: notice new words or phrases and use context clues to hypothesize meaning.

• Synonyms/Antonyms: come up with synonyms/antonyms for words in text.

• Word Parts: use Greek/Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word.

• Figurative Language: find an example of figurative language (e.g., metaphor, simile, 
personification, idiom, adage) and describe its meaning and effect.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.

Copyright © 2017 by American Reading Company®

Literature Informational Text
1. Identify the genre of this text.  

What are the key elements of this 
genre? What other books have 
you read in this genre, or by the 
same author?

2. Describe how the plot unfolds 
in a series of episodes toward 
a resolution. Include how the 
characters change along the way.

3. Determine the theme or central 
idea of the text. Use details from 
the text to support your thinking.  
How does this reflect the genre?

4. Identify an example of figurative 
language and discuss its impact 
on meaning and tone.

5. Select a key sentence, chapter, 
scene or stanza and describe how 
it fits into the overall structure of 
the text. How does it affect theme 
or plot?

6. Discuss how the author develops 
the point of view, or perspective, 
of the narrator in the text.

7. Compare and contrast this text 
with another one you’ve read 
about the same topic or theme in 
a different genre.

1. From what field of study is this text? 
What did you already know about this 
subject?

2. Provide an objective summary of the 
text in one sentence.

3. Determine a central idea of the text 
and explain how it is supported by 
key details.

4. Analyze in detail how a key idea, 
event, or person is introduced, 
described, and developed in the text.

5. Select a key word, sentence, 
paragraph, chapter, or section and 
describe how it fits into the overall 
structure of the text and helps develop 
the central idea.

6. Trace the author’s argument. Which 
claims are supported with valid 
reasons and evidence? Which are not?

7. Determine the author’s point of view 
or purpose for writing and how it is 
conveyed.

8. Compare and contrast two authors’ 
presentations of the same topic.

Pu: Skills Card

Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book each week.

2. Read at least 1 full length chapter book in each of these genres: historical fiction, 
biography, science fiction, fantasy, contemporary fiction.

3. Choose a topic in science or history to explore. Become an expert on it.

4. Find a poet you particularly like. Become an expert on his/her work.

5. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone 
reminding you.

Reader:                      Room:  

*223994*
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Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.
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SUMMER SEMESTER®

UNPACKING INSTRUCTIONS CONTINUED...


