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	 Glossary of Local Terms

Amils* Hindu sub-caste whose members had a strong tradi-
tion of acting as court off icials; well represented in 
Sindh government during British period.

Aqaf A self-f inancing autonomous body under the Provin-
cial Government; generating its f inancial resources 
from Waqf properties through collection of rents/
lease money, and incurs expenditure on mainte-
nance and management of mosques and shrines 
under its administrative control, apart from other 
pious and charitable activities.

Autaaq A guest house or guest room attached to a residence 
but having a separated entrance.

Badgirs Wind catchers – a sail-shaped tower built in tradi-
tional constructions, especially in lower and central 
Sindh, for the purpose of ventilating the house 
interiors. The Sindhi term for these is ‘mangh’.

Bania* Hindu trader, merchant; often associated with 
money-lending.

Bazaar A permanent merchandising area, marketplace, 
or street of shops where goods and services are 
exchanged or sold. The word originates from Persian 
word bahau-char meaning ‘the place of prices’.

Cantonment Originally, the term was used for temporary or semi-
permanent military quarters; in the South-Asian 
context, these developed into large, permanent 
military stations. In Pakistan, large cantonment 
areas are owned by the military and are civilian 
residential areas as well.

Chajjas Projecting eaves or shades usually supported on large 
carved brackets. In addition to providing shade, they 
act as heat sinks for buildings in hot regions.

Chatri A domed kiosk on the roof of a temple, tomb or 
mosque. The domes are usually supported on four 
columns.

Cheroli Plaster made with gypsum.
Dargah A shrine built over the grave of a revered religious 

f igure, often a Sufi saint.
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Dharamsalas ‘Religious Abode’. A Hindi word referring to a shelter 
or rest house for spiritual pilgrims. Traditionally, 
such dharamshalas were constructed near pilgrim-
age destinations (often located in remote areas) to 
give visitors a place to sleep for the night.

Dhund Term used for fresh water lakes.
Diya Term used for oil lamps made of terracotta.
Fakirs A sufi, especially one who performs feats of en-

durance; sometimes the term is used for beggars, 
particularly those at shrines.

Haveli Term is used for a large mansion-like residential 
complex traditionally built for extended families, 
providing security and comfort in seclusion from 
the outside world. These were closed from all sides 
with one large main gate.

Hijri Islamic calendar, calculated as starting from the year 
during which the emigration of the Prophet Moham-
mad (PBUH) from Mecca to Medina occurred. The 
holy days and festivals of Muslims are celebrated 
according to the Hijri calendar.

Imambargah A religious congregation place of the Shia sect among 
Muslims. These are used for mourning rituals during 
Moharram; sometimes combined with the function 
of mosque.

Jagirs Territory granted by the ruler to an army chieftain 
in recognition of his military service. As per law the 
jagir was granted only for the lifetime of the grantee; 
on his death it was at the discretion of the Ruler to 
either re-grant it to the heirs and successors, or to a 
total stranger. In practice, these are hereditary lands.

Jalis Term used for openwork screen or panels made of 
wood, gypsum, c.c. or stone.

Kaffila serai/
Caravanserai

Complexes built on primary trade routes and cities 
along these routes, providing facilities for camping 
or accommodation of trade caravans.

Katchi Abadis Informal settlements, also called squatter settle-
ments, which usually start as illegal land grabbing 
activities; in the context of Karachi, they have 
developed into large settlements, most of which are 
now legalized by the government.
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Khankha/Khanqah Also known as ribat, zawiya or tekke; a building 
designed specifically for gatherings of a Sufi brother-
hood; it is a place for spiritual retreat and character 
reformation, often adjoining a shrine, mosque 
or madrassa. Khanqahs serve as hospices for Sufi 
travelers and Islamic students.

Kutchery Means court in Urdu language.
Lac/Lakh Amounts to one hundred thousand (100,000)
Madrassas Islamic institutions for religious teaching; mostly 

subjects leading to graduation as a cleric called 
maulvi, maulana or mulla.

Medinas The historic city centres in Islamic cities built by 
Arabs as far back as the ninth century. These are 
typically walled with many narrow and maze-like 
streets that are devoid of vehicular traff ic.

Minar Term used for a tower, especially those attached to 
mosques.

Mohajirs One who performs hijrat; an immigrant. In the 
case of the subcontinent, it refers to Muslims who 
migrated from India to the newly created state, 
Pakistan.

Mohallas A term to describe a neighbourhood or locality in the 
cities and towns of Central and South Asia.

Moharri Term used for timber decorative treatment covering 
the entire façade of traditional buildings in Sindh.

Mukhtiarkar Local revenue off icer.
Musafirkhanas Literally means travellers' house; term used for small-

scale, traditional setups providing lodging facilities.
Pagri Term of tenancy requiring an amount to be paid at 

an agreed time, and the monthly rent becomes a very 
nominal amount.

Pakka Means permanent or f irm.
Pir* Spiritual guide, religious preceptor, a sufi or descend-

ant of a sufi saint; in Sindh, powerful landholding 
religious f igures, associated with sufi shrines.

Qasabas Term used to identify limits of urban settlements in 
the Mughal times.

Sabeel Kiosk or fountain, providing drinking water facil-
ity for the public. These are built as philanthropic 
contributions by individuals.
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Sanad Off icial document issued by the rulers or emperors, 
granting a favour or rewards to an individual, or 
entitling them to a certain authority.

Sehn The courtyard.
Shahzada Nashin* Literally means one who sits on the carpet; head of 

pir family.
Sharia Islamic law based on the teachings of Quran.
Sufi* Islamic mystic.
Syeds An honorif ic title given to the direct descendants of 

the Prophet Mohammad (PBUH).
Takia Also spelt as tekke or tekye. Same meaning as 

khankah.
Tanga Horse-drawn carriages.
Urs The anniversary of the death of a Sufi saint, usually 

held at the saint’s shrine or tomb.
Waderos* Sindhi term for a big landowner.
Wah A Sindhi term used for irrigation canal.

* Source: Ansari (2005)
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who allowed me and my team to enter their homes and take photographs, 
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	 Author’s Note

Why Shikarpoor? During the long years of involvement with Shikarpoor, 
I was often asked this question by people obviously puzzled by my choice, 
given my lack of any personal link or family background associating me 
to the place. Reflecting on this, I presume that the fascination is not so 
much ‘place specif ic’, but rather with the larger issues connected to the 
place: the issues of historic environments being consistently subject to 
callous destruction, the insensitivity with which invaluable reminders of 
our historic links are being erased, and the ruthlessness with which we are 
made to dishonour and disconnect from our roots. Hence, I chose Shikar-
poor, but it could have been any one of the many other historic cities that 
once were the pride of regional communities, but which, today, are looked 
down on as a result of the consciously inculcated colonial mindset that 
resonates in our society, even after almost seven decades of Independence. 
The preference for everything ‘modern’ – which equates with everything 
‘Western’ – dominates the prevailing post-colonial psyche that makes 
us resist acknowledging the ingenuity of such places and their inherent 
compatibility with our socio-cultural needs, embedded in tradition.

The seeds of such thoughts that forced me to break through the barriers 
of established norms came with exposures and experiences, including 
academic and international travel, during which I came across numerous 
examples of local traditions being appreciated as a source of pride, enriching 
the lives of all who come into contact with them. The disturbing state of 
apathy in Pakistan towards our traditional environments thus made it an 
inevitable choice to dedicate time and efforts for developing awareness and 
capacity building initiatives in the heritage conservation sector. My associa-
tion with the Department of Architecture and Planning, N.E.D. University 
of Engineering and Technology, Karachi, since May 2000, has thus been 
a conscious decision. The technical support and research activities for 
heritage conservation through the platform of ‘Heritage Cell’ (HC-DAPNED), 
established in 2006, have continued to make visible contributions, most 
notably the ongoing conservation/restoration of NED City Campus (in spite 
of all the administrative and f inancial challenges), the ‘Karachi Historic 
Buildings Resurvey Project’, the ACHR-ACCA Community-Based Heritage 
Research in three pilot study areas of Karachi and the ongoing ‘Shikarpoor 
Heritage Safeguarding Campaign’.

Shikarpoor f irst caught my attention in 1999, when I took my f irst tour 
around Sindh with a group of students. Even on a three-hour whistle-stop 
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tour, the richness of bygone times was evident and the captured images left 
a lasting impression. Hence, in 2006, when I was awarded a PhD research 
grant, I already knew what my work was to be about. Since then, it has been 
a long and passionate involvement with Shikarpoor: revelations about its 
prestigious historical background; discovery of its hidden treasures and 
the agony of returning and not f inding them there; understanding the 
city’s evolution and transformation as connecting factors linked together. 
It has all been a source of intrigue, excitement and enthusiasm, combined 
with a sense of frustration and anger about the prevailing indifference. 
The dominant trends in development, planning and (mis)management of 
the city today leave no imaginable possibility of urban revival; however, 
gained insights on this important historic towns’ unique urban fabric do not 
diminish my optimism. This book is intended to raise awareness about the 
historical and cultural signif icance of Shikarpoor’s built environment and 
to provide insights on the urban history of the region. In its published form, 
it will hopefully help inculcate a sense of pride among resident communities 
and other stakeholders, and inspire heritage conservation efforts.

The general enthusiasm observed among a substantial number of 
the city’s residents is reason enough to believe that, in spite of present 
socioeconomic degeneration, the resident community still appreciates 
its historic fabric and feels a sense of loss at the continuing pillage of the 
city’s antiquarian valuables for the benefit of a privileged few. I hope that 
conservation initiatives that bring with them a socio-cultural and economic 
revival are soon initiated to secure the future of this unique and unrivalled 
example of Sindh’s urban history.

Prof. Anila Naeem
July 2015


	Cover
	Table of Contents
		List of Acronyms
		Glossary of Local Terms
		Acknowledgements
		Author’s Note
	1	Shikarpoor Historic Town
	Introduction, Background and Development
	Historical Background
	The Daudpotas
	The Kalhoras
	The Afghans
	The Talpurs
	British Rule

	The Shikarpoori Merchants and their Network
	Development of Shikarpoor: Growth Pattern and Expansions Directions
	The Walled City (Seventeenth-Eighteenth Century)
	Early Extensions (Late Eighteenth and Mid-Nineteenth century)
	Colonial Expansions (1843-1947)
	Post-Independence Developments (1947 onwards)

	Administrative and Socioeconomic Aspects
	Present Administrative Set-up
	Socioeconomic Context and Demographics

	Trade, Commerce and Industry
	Connectivity to the City
	Summary

	2	The Character of Shikarpoor’s Historic Fabric
	Layout of the City: Streets, Circulation and Composition
	Circulation Pattern and Street Hierarchy within Walled Limits
	‘Mohallas’ or Neighbourhoods
	Plot Parcels

	Components of the Built Fabric: Open spaces, Urban elements and Buildings
	Opens Spaces and Natural Assets
	Parks/Public Gardens
	Graveyards and Mukams
	Small Squares within the Walled City (for Wells)
	Agricultural Lands and Orchards
	Irrigation Canals
	Water Tanks

	Urban Elements
	Archways
	Entranceway to Streets or Open Space
	Entrance Doors
	Inscriptions
	Fire Prevention
	Pedestrian Bridge
	Wells/Hand Pumps
	Drinking-Water Fountains (Sabeel)

	Buildings/Architecture
	Types and Usage
	Building Heights and Number of Storeys
	Ownership and Occupancy
	Materials and Construction Techniques


	3	The Dominant Building Types
	Residential, Commercial, Religious and Other Public Buildings
	Residential: Havelis and Mansions
	Commercial: Bazaars and Shops
	Covered (Dhak) Bazaar
	Stuart Gunj Bazaar

	Religious: Temples, Mosques and Shrines
	Other Landmark Buildings

	4	Characteristic Architectural Features of Historic Buildings
	Balcony/Balconette
	Columns/Coupled Columns
	Arched or Decorative Windows/Ventilators
	Pediments/Broken Pediments
	Roundels/Rosettes
	Cornice/Mouldings
	Entrance Portal
	Festoons/Garlands
	Cupolas/Chatris
	Colonnaded/Arcaded Portico or Verandah
	Grills/Iron Work
	Carved Brackets
	Projecting Timber Balcony/Gallery/Room
	Openings with Fixed Openwork Panels/Masonry
	Carved Timber Doors
	Timber Pelmet
	Lamp Niche
	Decorative Parapet
	Stucco Ornamentation
	Courtyard (Sehn)/Open Spaces
	Ornamented Soffit/Ceiling
	Shiwala Temple
	Pitched Roof
	Dome
	Sculpture
	Marble/Stone Carved Panels
	Pilasters
	Room Bridging Over Street
	Garbage chute


	5	Typological Classification and Grouping
	Architectural and Period Styles
	Group I
	Group II
	Group IIa
	Group IIb
	Group III
	Group IIIa
	Group IIIb
	Group IV
	Group V
	Group VI

	Volumetric Principles and Design Variations: Plan Typology
	Value-Based Grouping

	6	The State of Conservation and Related Issues
	Physical Condition and Threat Level
	Identified Threats: Causes and Impacts
	Demolitions
	Afghan Fort/Kaffila Serai
	Disappearing ‘Havelis’ and landmarks
	Underutilization and inappropriate use of buildings
	Inappropriate alterations
	Neglect and inadequate maintenance
	Property divisions
	Lack of development investments
	Degeneration of public, civic, institutional and recreational facilities
	From urban to rural character and pattern
	An ineffective municipality and an absence of a conservation masterplan
	Lack of trained professionals


	7	Potentials and Prospects
	Urban Revival – the Way Ahead
	Identified potentials

	Way Ahead: Implementation Actions and Policies
	Proposed Actions for Implementation
	Policy Guidelines


		Epilogue
		Bibliography
		Index

	List of Tables and Figures
	Tables
	Table 1.1 Chronology of important developments in the history of Shikarpoor till the time of Indo-Pakistan Partition; compiled from different historical sources
	Table 1.2 Population estimates and census figures for Shikarpoor

	Figures
	Figure 1.1 Location of Sindh and Shikarpoor in the context of the Region
	Figure 1.2 Map showing routes of Shikarpoori Merchants linking with Central Asia
	Figure 1.3 Map of Shikarpoor showing its extent and growth from walled city to the present day
	Figure 1.4 (A-E) Series of historic maps in the collection of Sindh Archives indicate changes in Shikarpoor’s administrative importance
	Figure 1.5 Present boundaries of Shikarpur District
	Figure 1.6 Boundaries of Shikarpoor’s Union Councils
	Figure 2.1 Map showing street layout inside walled city and its early extensions on the eastern side
	Figure 2.2 Open spaces in Shikarpoor
	Figure 2.3 Shaheed Allah Buksh Municipal Park (Shahi Bagh)
	Figure 2.4 Liaquat Park (Ganesh Bagh)
	Figure 2.5 Plaque inside Ganesh Park
	Figure 2.6 Satellite image showing extents of Manchar Shah Ghazi Graveyard
	Figure 2.7 Shamshan Ghat
	Figure 2.8 (A & B) The temple complex near Shamshan Ghat enclosure
	Figure 2.9 Open spaces within the walled city area
	Figure 2.10 Agricultural fields
	Figure 2.11 The Sindh Wah
	Figure 2.12 Historic map of 1915 showing water tanks
	Figure 2.13 (A & B) Archways
	Figure 2.14 Entranceway to streets
	Figure 2.15 Bab-e-Ahmadi – entrance to a public open space
	Figure 2.16 Ornate entrances of houses
	Figure 2.17 Inscription panels
	Figure 2.18 Fire-fighting hydrants
	Figure 2.19 Sukpul – pedestrian bridge
	Figure 2.20 (A & B) Public wells
	Figure 2.21 (A & B) Water troughs in Shikarpoor
	Figure 2.22 Usage map of historic buildings
	Figure 2.23 (A & B) Motifs and patterns on façades
	Figure 2.24 External plasterwork on historic structures
	Figure 2.25 Ramdas Hall
	Figure 2.26 Vault in ‘Old Sessions Court’
	Figure 2.27 (A-D) Figurative carvings over door tympanums
	Figure 3.1 Schematic layout and section
	Figure 3.2 Double height lounge
	Figure 3.3 (A-C) Flooring patterns and dado tiles
	Figure 3.4 (A & B) Decorative façades of traditional houses
	Figure 3.5 (A & B) Basant Haveli
	Figure 3.6 (A & B) Murlimal Haveli
	Figure 3.7 Khanchand Haveli
	Figure 3.8 Haveli street
	Figure 3.9 Dead-end haveli street
	Figure 3.10 Autaaq – guest house
	Figure 3.11 Bungalow-style residences
	Figure 3.12 Residence inspired by bungalow style
	Figure 3.13 (A & B) Shikarpoor’s Dhak (Covered) Bazaar
	Figure 3.14 Layout of the Dhak (Covered) Bazaar street
	Figure 3.15 (A-D) Shops inside Dhak Bazaar
	Figure 3.16 Stuart Gunj Bazaar
	Figure 3.17 (A & B) Stuart Gunj Bazaar in morning hours
	Figure 3.18 Street profile of the Main Bazaar Street
	Figure 3.19 (A-D) A well-preserved cluster in Dhak Bazaar
	Figure 3.20 (A & B) Gourmet delights of Diwan Hotel
	Figure 3.21 (A & B) ‘Sheva Mandli Shanker Bharti Temple’
	Figure 3.22 (A & B) Khatwari Mandir and Dharamsala
	Figure 3.23 (A & B) Haveli temples
	Figure 3.24 (A-D) ‘Shiwala’ temples
	Figure 3.25 Mosques inside Shikarpoor’s historic core
	Figure 3.26 Early traditions of mosque
	Figure 3.27 (A & B) Jamia mosques
	Figure 3.28 Dargah Haji Fakirullah Alvi
	Figure 3.29 (A & B) Government Boys’ High School #2
	Figure 3.30 (A & B) Tourmal Mulchand Chhabria Budha Ashram (Old People’s Home)
	Figure 3.31 (A & B) RBUT Hospital (Civil Hospital)
	Figure 3.32 (A & B) Seth Chellasing and Sitaldas College
	Figure 3.33 (A-C) Dewan Power House
	Figure 4.1 Bar chart of architectural elements
	Figure 4.2 Chimney of a rice mill
	Figure 4.3 Some samples of balconies/balconettes from Shikarpoor’s listed historic buildings
	Figure 4.4 Samples of columns/coupled columns from Shikarpoor’s listed historic buildings
	Figure 4.5 Some samples of windows from Shikarpoor’s listed historic buildings
	Figure 4.6 Some samples of pediments from Shikarpoor’s listed historic buildings
	Figure 4.7 Samples of roundels/rosettes
	Figure 4.8 Samples of cornice/mouldings
	Figure 4.9 Samples of entrance portal
	Figure 4.10 Samples of festoons/garlands
	Figure 4.11 Samples of cupolas/chatris
	Figure 4.12 Samples of colonnaded/arcaded portico or verandah
	Figure 4.13 Samples of grilles/iron work
	Figure 4.14 Samples of carved brackets
	Figure 4.15 Samples of the mohari treatment of façade in different ways
	Figure 4.16 Samples of openings with fixed openwork panels/masonry
	Figure 4.17 Samples of carved timber doors
	Figure 4.18 Samples of timber pelmet
	Figure 4.19 Samples of niche for lamp
	Figure 4.20 Samples of decorative parapet
	Figure 4.21 Samples of stucco ornamentation
	Figure 4.22 Samples of courtyard/open spaces within residences
	Figure 4.23 Samples of patterns used in ornamented soffits of external projections
	Figure 4.24 Samples of shiwala temple
	Figure 4.25 Samples of pitched roof
	Figure 4.26 Variety of domes used in mosques, shrines and temples
	Figure 4.27 Samples of sculpture
	Figure 4.28 Samples of marble or stone carved panels
	Figure 4.29 Samples of pilasters
	Figure 4.30 Samples of room bridging over street
	Figure 4.31 Samples of garbage chute
	Figure 5.1 (A-C) Buildings representing group I
	Figure 5.2 (A-C) Buildings representing Group IIa
	Figure 5.3 Group IIa example built in 1899
	Figure 5.4 (A-C) Buildings forming Group IIb
	Figure 5.5 (A-C) Representative cases of Group IIIa
	Figure 5.6 (A-C) Examples of Group IIIb
	Figure 5.7 (A-C) Representative cases of Group IV
	Figure 5.8 (A-C) Representative cases of Group V
	Figure 5.9 (A & B) Examples of Group VI
	Figure 5.10 Typological grouping
	Figure 5.11 Mapping of ‘degree of value’ groups
	Figure 5.12 Comparative matrix of the buildings comprising the four ‘value based’ groups
	Figure 5.13 (A & B) 1st degree value group
	Figure 5.14 (A-C) 2nd degree value group
	Figure 5.15 (A-C) 3rd degree value group
	Figure 5.16 (A & B) 4th degree value group
	Figure 6.1 Mapping of the present state of deterioration
	Figure 6.2 (A & B) Open spaces inside kafilaserai
	Figure 6.3 (A & B) The Afghan Kafilaserai
	Figure 6.4 (A & B) Murlidhar Haveli
	Figure 6.5 (A & B) Haveli near Nausharo Gate Road and Karan Gate Road junction
	Figure 6.6 Antiques and artefacts shops
	Figure 6.7 (A & B) Lakhmichand Teckchand Municipal Dispensary
	Figure 6.8 Dharamsala complex
	Figure 6.9 (A & B) A temple/dharamsala complex
	Figure 6.10 The Old Municipality building
	Figure 6.11 Hassaram Lala Mahal School
	Figure 6.12 Haphazard alterations
	Figure 6.13 (A-C) Inappropriate alterations defacing façades
	Figure 6.14 Neglect and disrepair
	Figure 6.15 (A & B) Dayal Singh Luni Singh Boys’ Hostel
	Figure 6.16 Buffalo herd on Circular Road
	Figure 6.17 Donkey carts – a common mode of transportation
	Figure 7.1 Mapping of positive and negative components
	Figure 7.2 (A & B) Heritage inventories





