
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTICE OF MEETING 

BENTON COUNTY QUORUM COURT  

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

 

WHEN:  Tuesday, February 18, 2020 

TIME:     6:00 P.M. 

PLACE:  Benton County Administration Building   

     Third Floor Meeting Room  

     215 East Central  

     Bentonville, AR 72712  

 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING 

WILL BE HELD TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2010 AT 6:00 P.M. IN THE 

QUORUM COURT MEETING ROOM, PER COMMITTEE CHAIR KURT MOORE  

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

• Public Comments are allowed after discussion by the committee members on 

each item on the agenda.  Public comments are limited to a total of 15 minutes 

for each item and are limited to three (3) minutes per person. 

LIAISON REPORTS: 

     AGENDA 

1)  Discussion:  Changing March and April Quorum Court meeting dates 

2)  Discussion Relating to 2nd Amendment Sanctuary Proposals 

OTHER BUSINESS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

ADJOURNMENT 
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West’s Arkansas Code Annotated Title 14. Local Government (Refs & Annos) Subtitle 2. County Government 
(Chapters 13 to 35) Chapter 14. County Government Code (Refs & Annos) Subchapter 8. Legislative Powers 

A.C.A. § 14-14-805 

§ 14-14-805. County quorum court--Prohibition on certain activities 

Effective: August 16, 2013 

Currentness 
 

 

Each county quorum court in the State of Arkansas exercising local legislative authority is prohibited the exercise of the 

following: 

  

 

(1) Any legislative act that applies to or affects any private or civil relationship, except as an incident to the exercise of 

local legislative authority; 

  

 

(2) Any legislative act that applies to or affects the provision of collective bargaining, retirement, workers’ compensation, 

or unemployment compensation. However, subject to the limitations imposed by the Arkansas Constitution and state law 

regarding these subject areas, a quorum court may exercise any legislative authority with regard to employee policy and 

practices of a general nature, including, but not limited to, establishment of general vacation and sick leave policies, 

general office hour policies, general policies with reference to nepotism, or general policies to be applicable in the hiring of 

county employees. Legislation promulgated by a quorum court dealing with matters of employee policy and practices shall 

be applicable only to employees of the county and shall not apply to the elected county officers of the county. Legislation 

applying to employee policy practices shall be only of a general nature and shall be uniform in application to all employees 

of the county. The day-to-day administrative responsibility of each county office shall continue to rest within the discretion 

of the elected county officials; 

  

 

(3) Any legislative act that applies to or affects the public school system, except that a county government may impose an 

assessment, where established by the General Assembly, reasonably related to the cost of any service or specific benefit 

provided by county government and shall exercise any legislative authority which it is required by law to exercise 

regarding the public school system; 

  

 

(4) Any legislative act which prohibits the grant or denial of a certificate of public convenience and necessity; 

  

 

(5) Any legislative act that establishes a rate or price otherwise determined by a state agency; 

  

 

(6) Any legislative act that defines as an offense conduct made criminal by state law, that defines an offense as a felony, or 

that fixes the penalty or sentence for a misdemeanor in excess of a fine of one thousand dollars ($1,000) for any one (1) 

http://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/StatutesCourtRules/ArkansasStatutesCourtRules?transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Category)&rs=clbt1.0&vr=3.0
http://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/StatutesCourtRules/ArkansasStatutesCourtRules?guid=N9009B900C65F11DA90A7AE4DA09DA01A&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Category)&rs=clbt1.0&vr=3.0
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&cite=lk(ARSTT14R)&originatingDoc=N1FA0AA50C2AD11E2B23AD1DFB178C299&refType=CM&sourceCite=A.C.A.+%c2%a7+14-14-805&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&pubNum=1000004&contextData=(sc.Category)
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http://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/StatutesCourtRules/ArkansasStatutesCourtRules?guid=N91C5C0E0C65F11DA90A7AE4DA09DA01A&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Category)&rs=clbt1.0&vr=3.0
http://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/StatutesCourtRules/ArkansasStatutesCourtRules?guid=N91F24F20C65F11DA90A7AE4DA09DA01A&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Category)&rs=clbt1.0&vr=3.0
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&cite=lk(ARSTT14SUBT2C14R)&originatingDoc=N1FA0AA50C2AD11E2B23AD1DFB178C299&refType=CM&sourceCite=A.C.A.+%c2%a7+14-14-805&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&pubNum=1000004&contextData=(sc.Category)
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specified offense or violation, or double that sum for repetition of the offense or violation. If an act prohibited or rendered 

unlawful is, in its nature, continuous in respect to time, the fine or penalty for allowing the continuance of the prohibited or 

unlawful act, in violation of the ordinance, shall not exceed five hundred dollars ($500) for each day that it is unlawfully 

continued; 

  

 

(7) Any legislative act that applies to or affects the standards of professional or occupational competence as prerequisites 

to the carrying on of a profession or occupation; 

  

 

(8) Any legislative act of attainder, ex post facto law, or law impairing the obligations of contract shall not be enacted, and 

no conviction shall work corruption of blood or forfeiture of estate; 

  

 

(9) Any legislative act which grants to any citizen or class of citizens privileges or immunities which upon the terms shall 

not equally belong to all citizens; 

  

 

(10) Any legislative act which denies the individual right of property without just compensation; 

  

 

(11) Any legislative act which lends the credit of the county for any purpose whatsoever or upon any interest-bearing 

evidence of indebtedness, except bonds as may be provided for by the Arkansas Constitution. This subdivision (11) does 

not apply to revenue bonds which are deemed not to be a general obligation of the county; 

  

 

(12) Any legislative act that conflicts with the exercise by municipalities of any expressed, implied, or essential powers of 

municipal government; and 

  

 

(13) Any legislative act contrary to the general laws of the state. 

  

 

Credits 

 

Acts of 1977, Act 742, § 73; Acts of 1979, Act 413, § 15; Acts of 2013, Act 127, § 1, eff. Aug. 16, 2013. 

  

 

Formerly A.S.A. 1947, § 17-3805. 

  

 

Notes of Decisions (14) 

 

A.C.A. § 14-14-805, AR ST § 14-14-805 

The constitution and statutes are current through the end of the 2019 Regular Session of the 92nd Arkansas General 

http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&pubNum=1077005&cite=UUID(I88D5FC407D-3511E28388A-5A1BDD6371D)&originatingDoc=N1FA0AA50C2AD11E2B23AD1DFB178C299&refType=SL&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Category)
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/RelatedInformation/NotesofDecisions?docGuid=N1FA0AA50C2AD11E2B23AD1DFB178C299&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=NotesOfDecision&contextData=(sc.Category)
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End of Document 
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Resolution No. R-2020-____ 

Supporting firearm rights 

 

RESOLUTION NO. R-2019-___  

 

            BE IT RESOLVED BY THE QUORUM COURT OF THE COUNTY OF BENTON, 

STATE OF ARKANSAS, A RESOLUTION TO BE ENTITLED: 

 

 A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF THE SECOND 

AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES AND 

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR LAWFUL RESISTENCE TO THOSE SEEKING 

TO INTERFERE WITH THE RIGHTS REFLECTED THEREIN 

 

 WHEREAS, the Second Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, a portion of the 

“Bill of Rights” provides: 

A well-regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right 

of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed. 

and 

 WHEREAS, Section 5 of Article II of the Constitution of the State of Arkansas, part of that 

document’s “Declaration of Rights” provides: 

The citizens of this State shall have the right to keep and bear arms, for their 

common defense. 

and 

 WHEREAS, the rights expressed above are not grants from the government to the people, 

but an expression of and protection for the natural rights of citizens, and 

 WHEREAS, there are continuing efforts to interfere with the rights noted in those provisions 

in other States of the United States, and 

 WHEREAS, the citizens of Benton County value the rights described in the cited provisions 

which allow for self-defense and personal enjoyment. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE QUORUM COURT OF THE 

COUNTY OF BENTON, STATE OF ARKANSAS THAT: 

Article 1. The Quorum Court notes the recognition of the drafters of the nation’s and 

State’s founding documents of the significance of the rights of citizens with respect to 

firearms. 

Article 2. The Quorum Court recognizes and lauds the actions of citizens across the 

United States to lawfully resist efforts to interfere with the rights relating to firearms and 

stands ready to add its efforts to such lawful resistance if such efforts come to Benton County 

 ADOPTED AND APPROVED this ______ day of _________________, 2020.   

     

APPROVED: 

              

ATTEST:      BARRY MOEHRING, COUNTY JUDGE 

       DATE SIGNED: __________________  

      

BETSY HARRELL, COUNTY CLERK 

SPONSOR:        

ADOPTED:      

Votes for:       Against: __________ 

Abstain:          Present:  Absent:      















“SECOND AMENDMENT COUNTY” RESOLUTION  
Affirming Alpha County's Effort to  

“Guard Against Any Encroachment On”  

Individual Liberty Rights Enumerated in  

The U.S. Bill of Rights and the Arkansas Declaration of Rights,  

Including but Not Limited to  

THE RIGHT TO “KEEP AND BEAR ARMS.” 

 
            Whereas, Alpha County residents have a longstanding belief in the Bill of Rights in the United 

States Constitution and the Declaration of Rights in the Arkansas Constitution;  

  

            Whereas, as elected officials, we are sworn to uphold both the U. S. Constitution and the Arkansas 

Constitution in our Oath of Office. 

 

            Whereas, it seems that several of our time-honored, individual liberty rights enumerated in the 

U.S. Constitution and the Arkansas Constitution are under attack; particularly, the right to keep and bear 

arms.  

 

Rights of the People 

 

            Whereas, it is plainly stated in U.S. Constitution, Amendment 9: The enumeration in the 

Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people. 

 

            Whereas, it is plainly stated in the Arkansas Constitution, Article 2, Section 29: Enumeration of 

Rights of People Not Exclusive of Other Rights - Protection Against Encroachment - “This enumeration 

of rights shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people; and to guard against 

any encroachments on the rights herein retained, or any transgression of any of the higher powers herein 

delegated, we declare that everything in this article is excepted out of the general powers of the 

government; and shall forever remain inviolate; and that all laws contrary thereto, or to the other 

provisions herein contained, shall be void.” 

 

Right to Keep and Bear Arms 

 

            Whereas, it is plainly stated in the U.S. Constitution, Amendment 2: “A well-regulated Militia, 

being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be 

infringed.” 

 

            Whereas, it is plainly stated in the Arkansas Constitution, Article 2, Section 5: Right to Bear Arms 

- “The citizens of this State shall have the right to keep and bear arms, for their common defense.” 

 

Right of Due Process 

 

            Whereas, it is plainly stated in the U.S. Constitution, Amendment 5: No person shall be ... deprived 

of life, liberty, or property without due process of law .... 

 

            Whereas, it is plainly stated in the U.S. Constitution, Amendment 14, Section 1: ... No State shall 

make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; 

nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law ... . ; nor 

deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws. 

 



            Whereas, it is plainly stated in the Arkansas Constitution, Article 2, Section 8: Criminal Charges 

- Self-Incrimination - Due Process - Double Jeopardy - Bail - No person shall be ... deprived of life, liberty 

or property, without due process of law. ... . 

 

            Whereas, it is plainly stated in the Arkansas Constitution, Article 2, Section 13: Redress of Wrongs 

-  

Every person is entitled to a certain remedy in the laws for all injuries or wrongs he may receive in his 

person, property or character; he ought to obtain justice freely, and without purchase; completely, and 

without denial; promptly and without delay; conformably to the laws 

 

            Whereas, it is plainly stated in the Arkansas Constitution, Article 2, Section 21: Life, Liberty and 

Property - Banishment Prohibited - No person shall be ... deprived of his life, liberty or property; except 

by the judgment of his peers, or the law of the land ... . 

 

Right of Equal Protection 

 

            Whereas, it is plainly stated in the U.S. Constitution, Amendment 14, Section 1: ... No State shall 

... deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws. 

 

            Whereas, it is plainly stated in the Arkansas Constitution, Article 2, Section 2: Freedom and 

Independence - All men are created equally free and independent, and have certain inherent and 

inalienable rights; amongst which are those of enjoying and defending life and liberty; of acquiring, 

possessing and protecting property, and reputation; and of pursuing their own happiness. To secure these 

rights governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed 

 

            Whereas, it is plainly stated in the Arkansas Constitution, Article 2, Section 18: Privileges and 

Immunities - Equality - The General Assembly shall not grant to any citizen, or class of citizens, privileges 

or immunities which, upon the same terms, shall not equally belong to all citizens. 

 

            Whereas, it is plainly stated in the Arkansas Constitution, Article 2, Section 3: The equality of all 

persons before the law is recognized, and shall ever remain inviolate; nor shall any citizen ever be deprived 

of any right, privilege or immunity; nor exempted from any burden or duty, on account of race, color or 

previous condition. 

 

Right Against Unreasonable Search and Seizure 

 

            Whereas, it is plainly stated in the U.S. Constitution, Amendment 4: The right of the people to be 

secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not 

be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and 

particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized. 

 

            Whereas, it is plainly stated in the Arkansas Constitution, Article 2, Section 15: Unreasonable 

Searches and Seizures - The right of the people of this State to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, 

and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated; and no warrant shall issue, 

except upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be 

searched, and the person or thing to be seized. 

 

Powers of the State 

 



            Whereas, it is plainly stated in U.S. Constitution, Amendment 10: The powers not delegated to the 

United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states, are reserved to the states respectively, 

or to the people. 

 

            Whereas, it is plainly stated in U.S. Constitution, Article 2, Section 1: Source of Power - All political 

power is inherent in the people and government is instituted for their protection, security and benefit; and 

they have the right to alter, reform or abolish the same, in such manner as they may think proper. 

 

            Whereas, it is plainly stated in the Arkansas Constitution, Article 2, Section 12: Suspension of Laws 

-  

No power of suspending or setting aside the law or laws of the State, shall ever be exercised, except by the 

General Assembly. 

 

Sworn Duty of County Officials and Officers 

 

            Whereas, in order to uphold our sworn duty, we are bound to follow and enforce support of all of 

the provisions in the U.S. Constitution Bill of Rights and the Arkansas Constitution Declaration of Rights; 

 

            Whereas, it is our duty to do our part to guard against any unconstitutional denial of, 

disparagement of, or encroachment on any of the enumerated or unenumerated rights retained by the 

people; 

 

            NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE QUORUM COURT OF Alpha COUNTY, 

ARKANSAS: 

 

            1.         SECOND AMENDMENT COUNTY: As an expression of Alpha County’s desire to join the 

present nationwide effort to affirmatively state county  government support for the U.S. Constitution, Bill 

of Rights, Second Amendment, and the statewide effort to affirmatively state county government support 

for support for the Arkansas Constitution, Declaration of Rights, Section 5, as plainly written and 

historically interpreted and applied, let it be resolved and known that Alpha County, Arkansas, is hereby 

designated a "Second Amendment County."  

 

            2.         RIGHT TO KEEP AND BEAR ARMS: Alpha County shall uphold each and every 

provision of the Bill of Rights in the U.S. Constitution and the Declaration of Rights in the Arkansas 

Constitution and, specifically, Alpha County shall uphold the right of the citizens of this county to “keep 

and bear arms” as guaranteed by the U.S. Constitution, Amendment 2, and the Arkansas Constitution, 

Declaration of Rights Article 2, Section 5. 

 

            3.         UNCONSTITUTIONAL LAWS ARE VOID: It is declared to be the official policy of Alpha 

County that the U.S. Second Amendment right and the Arkansas Article 2, Section 5, right of citizens to 

keep and bear arms will be honored by the officials, officers and employees of Alpha County as a 

constitutionally-protected individual liberty right and that any act of any legislature that plainly abrogates 

U.S. Constitution Amendment 2 or Arkansas Constitution Declaration of Rights, Article 2, Section 5, will 

be treated as void and, therefore, unenforceable in Alpha County.  

 

            4.         LIBERTY RIGHTS BELONG TO THE PEOPLE: Since it is clear from both U.S. 

Constitution Amendment 9 and Arkansas Constitution Article 2, Section 29, that individual liberty rights 

belong to the people and are to be forever retained by the people and not transgressed by any of the powers 

delegated to either the U.S. or Arkansas governments, Alpha county shall neither interpret nor construe 

any legislation in any manner that would deny or disparage the Bill of Rights or the Declaration of Rights 



and shall guard against any encroachments on the U.S. Bill of Rights and the Arkansas Declaration of 

Rights. 

 

            5.         SHALL FOREVER REMAIN INVIOLATE: Alpha County agrees with and supports the 

U.S. Constitution Amendment 9 and Arkansas Constitution Article 2, Section 29 concepts that the 

individual liberty rights enumerated in the U.S. Bill of Rights and the Arkansas Declaration of rights are 

excepted out of the general powers of the government and shall forever remain inviolate. 

 

            6.         DUE PROCESS OF LAW: Alpha County shall obey the Constitutions of the U.S. and 

Arkansas, including the Tenth Amendment police powers as needed to maintain order, ensure security, 

and keep the peace, all as limited by the Fourth Amendment right of every person to be free from 

unreasonable searches and seizures and the Fourteenth Amendment promise that no person will be 

deprived of life, liberty or property except by due process of law. 

 

CERTIFICATION OF ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION 

 

            The undersigned Clerk of the County Court of Alpha County, Arkansas, hereby certifies that the 

Resolution set forth above was adopted during an open meeting on _______, 2020, by the Quorum Court 

with the following votes: 

 

Aye: 

Nay: 

Abstentions: 

Absent: 

 

Signed this ________ day of ______ , 2020. 

 

By:       _____________________ __ 

            County Court Clerk 
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