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BEHIND EVERY
CAMPING ADVENTURE, o).
THERE'S DECADESQOF
LANCE QUALITY.

When Marie and Marcus are out on the road,

Fabian Garcia goes with them. Not literally, but his work

sure does. Fabian is just one of the 500+ people who obsess
about the quality of Lance Campers. His attention
to detail is why Lance Camper is number one
in truck camper sales and the recipient of
the Trailer Life Reader's Choice Gold
Award. Visit your nearest Lance Camper
dealer and appreciate Fabian's

craftsmanship up close.
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DRIVER'S SEAT
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Before You Go

Whether you're heading south for the winter or just getting
away for the weekend, it pays to plan ahead

ctober is a great time to travel with

an RV, whether seeking out autumn

fairs and festivals or, for snowbirds,

beginning the migration south to
escape winter’s chill. For all of you sun-seekers
preparing for the journey — and for any RV
owner, for that matter — here are a few things
to keep in mind.

First, get your RV serviced prior to leaving.
Many RV service centers are taxed to the max
these days, so facilitating repairs can be a
challenge. If your rig will need work done in
the Sunbelt this winter, consider making an
appointment now.

Second, load your RV carefully. We get
many letters from RVers about tire failures

and other weight-related issues. While nothing
can prevent problems from happening, staying
within the design limitations of your equipment
is the best way to hedge against inoppor-

tune issues. After packing your RV, weigh it,
preferably by wheel position, and adjust for
balance.

PEP UP THE PONIES

Parking Iots at Walmart and Pilot Flying J
are fine for a night or two, but I wouldn't
want to spend my vacation there.

Third, plan ahead for places to
stay. Preferred campsites — or any
sites — in the Sunbelt in winter will
be hard to come by at the last minute. Parking lots at Walmart
and Pilot Flying J are fine for a night or two, but | wouldn’t want
to spend my vacation there.

Fourth, explore new ways to make RVing easier and more
enjoyable. There are lots of great add-on accessories and systems
for RVs these days. Why not try a DIY project? In addition to this
issue’s 10-Minute Tech ideas (page 48], there’s an easy two-part
project, the Hopkins Endurance Heavy-Duty Leveling System
and RV Smart-Level (page 46). Building the leveling boards and
installing the LED level take about an hour and, combined, they
make setting up on a campsite easier.

This issue is also packed with new RVs, starting with the Little
Guy Max, a great looking teardrop trailer decked out with all the
options (page 12). Chris Hemer had no trouble
towing the Max to a forested campground in
Oregon with the 2019 Ram 1500 Crew Cab.

| got a chance to check out the Keystone
Cougar 368MBI, a comfortable fifth-wheel with
four slides and a fully enclosed mid-trailer room
that works as a secluded living area, den or mobile
office by day and a private bedroom by night (page 19).

Wrapping things up, Stephanie and Jeremy Puglisi report on a
wide range of 2019 travel trailers that offer the comforts of home
and are priced between $25,000 and $50,000 (page 23).

Wherever the road takes you this fall, plan ahead, take your
time and, above all, have fun.

— Chris Dougherty, Technical Editor

Connect with us at

“Gas or diesel, an engine is just an air pump,” writes Bruce W.
Smith. “Get more air and fuel into it, and performance increases.
It's as simple as that.” To help RVers looking for a little more
towing power, he rounded up 35 aftermarket products designed
to boost air and fuel flow (page 40). A contributor to Trailer

Life for nearly three decades, Bruce prefers a 4x& pickup to any
car — except a Corvette. His wife says he's quite at home in the

outdoors, and she’s quite happy in the comfort of an RV.
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Equal-i-zen

SWAY CONTROL HITCH

The best performing
- sway control hitch
on the market.

CHOICE
GOLD
AWARD

WINNER
2012 - 2017

The best protection for your journey.”

EqualizerHitch.com
800-478-5578

BatkoY i

WIRELESS TRAILER HITCH CAMERA ¢99Q qQ

® 100% Wireless & Portable

e Fasy—Installs in Seconds! Plus Get Up to $50 Off,
e Magnetic & Submersible Camera Use Promo Code TL1018
e Trailers (Boat, Camper, Horse, ATV, livestock and More!)

® Pro Model Now Available

Info/Buy Now_: 1-877—298:2055 or visit our website at:
www.iballhitchcam.com
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LETTERS READERS RESPOND LOUD

AND CLEAR

LIGHTHOUSE |
LOVERS

We're very fond of lighthouses and have been
traveling all over the continent to visit them.
We even added a custom lighthouse graphic
on the rear of our RV. After reading “Pacific
Northwest Paint Job” in your July Letters
column and seeing the colorful murals on
Tammy Bennett's trailer, | thought I'd share
a photo of our trailer.

Robert Malo, Terrebonne, Quebec

© Think Tanks

August'’s “Tanks a Lot” was

a great article on extra fuel
capacity by Bruce W. Smith.
When towing our 36-foot fiver,
mileage in our truck averages
about 10 mpe. | got tired of
having to start looking for a fuel
stop at half a tank and getting
anxious when we ventured off
the interstates, so | putina
36-gallon transfer tank. The
ability to access fuel on the go
allows me to choose where and
when | want to stop to fill up.
Daniel Judy, Fort Madison, lowa

COMMENT?

Write to us at
info@trailerlife.com
or Trailer Life, 2750
Park View Court, Suite
240, Oxnard, California
93036. Please include
your full name, city
and state or province.

L]

Regarding “Tanks a Lot,” | have
a 2010 Ford F-350 and tow a
38-foot fifth-wheel. | looked
into increasing the diesel-fuel
capacity and settled on a Titan
Travel Trekker 50-gallon in-bed
tank. | am sure happy with my
investment. | hate to drive into
most gas stations to fill up with
my fifth-wheel attached since
I’'m never really certain of the

0 RV POLL: EXPRESS YOURSELF

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS ON HOT-BUTTON RV TOPICS IN
OUR NEW FACEBOOK POLL. LOOK FOR THE MONTHLY
RESULTS IN EACH ISSUE STARTING WITH NOVEMBER.

facebook.com/trailerlifemagazine

turnaround unless the station

has anisland for large trucks.
The stock tank has a

38-gallon capacity, for a

total capacity of 88 gallons.

| considered replacing the

onboard tank, but that would

have given me only 50 gallons.

All I have to do is press the

button on the Travel Trekker's

controller, and fuel is dispensed

into the 38-gallon tank.

Dan Nila, Prescott Valley, Arizona

So Much Time,

So Few Campsites

| read Chris Dougherty’s August
column, “The Changing Face

of RVing,” about the swelling
ranks of RVers. | am now retired
and can go anywhere, anytime,
but | often cannot because of
crowded campgrounds.

Thom Schuett

Queen Creek, Arizona

LEVEL OR STABILIZE?

My husband and | read every issue of Trailer
Life from cover to cover. Chris Dougherty's very

Chris Dougherty replies: The
RV and campground industries
hear you loud and clear, Thom,
and recent initiatives are
addressing that very issue. With
RVing seeing an unprecedented
level of popularity, it's requiring
a lot of attention from many
parties to catch up.

The Turmn of the Hitch

| read “Turn the Pin Around”

in August’s RV Resolutions.

| had the same issue where my
Andersen hitch was installed
incorrectly. It damaged the side
rail of the truck bed, and the
installer took zero responsi-
bility. Rotating the coupler 180
degrees on the kingpin solved
the issue. Your graphic seems
to suggest that you rotate the
entire hitch platform, which
may be misleading.

Jeff Koehler, Emerson, Georgia

informative April article, “On the Lighter Side,’

about the Grand Design Reflection 150 Series 230RL fifth-wheel highlighted
the absence of auto-leveling jacks and stated, “Leveling is accomplished via
blocks and scissor jacks in the rear.” We have always been advised that scissor
jacks are to be used only for stabilizing and supporting a trailer, and not for
leveling, as they are not intended to bear the amount of weight that leveling
would require. In the absence of leveling jacks, leveling should be done using
blocks under the tires. We use the plastic stackable blocks, which make it easy
to form a graduated step on which to lift the trailer.

Judy Ruhling, Woodstock, Georgia

Chris Dougherty replies: You are absolutely correct, Judy, and

I have generally been diligent about reminding people of that. The
point | was trying to make was that you need to use blocks to level
the trailer, and then stabilize using the scissor jacks.
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POWER... RESPONSE
'AND DEPENDABILITY!

Pe "'q- o Lower Exhaust Gas Temperatures (EGTs)

(1 S
M « Increased Throttle Response
- ﬂ\ « Increased Boost and Horsepower
L%y 1’} o Wicked Wheel® 2 Performance Technology

0k =

(available for Ford / Chevy /)

,; . DIESELSITE Torque (dnver’rers
‘ « DIESELSITE External Filtration:

At " | o Mag-Hytec Deep Pans
l.EGfNDARY TRANSMISS’ONS o Billet Shafts and Internals

E40D, 4R100, and 5R110 MODELS - Gas and Diesel Models

6 7I. FORD DIESEL!
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NUPRUBLEM' WWW.DIESELSITE.COM
PHONE: 888 414 3457
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HOCKING HILLS, OHIO

Out of this World

Gazing at far-off galaxies from John Glenn
Astronomy Park, Ohio’s new dark-sky venue

It's a clear night in Hocking Hills
State Park in southeastern Ohio.
Step out your RV's door, walk a short
distance from the campground,

and you'll enter a different world

of intensely dark skies and very
bright stars.

The Hocking Hills area abounds
with caves, waterfalls, cliffs and
gorges, but it also offers what has
become a rare natural wonder:
pristine dark skies. That made
Hocking Hills State Park the perfect
place to build the new John Glenn
Astronomy Park (JGAP), where nature
lovers and astronomers alike may
view dazzling stars and planets the
way our ancestors did, without the
impact of city lights.

Before his death in 2016, astronaut
and U.S. Senator John Glenn enthu-
siastically agreed to lend his name to
the park, which opened in June, just
in time for the summer solstice. Even
during the day, JGAP offers visitors

- by Terri Peterson Smith

a chance to learn about the solar
system. Many features of its 80-foot
Solar Plaza demonstrate the sun’s
orientation to the earth and how it
changes throughout the year.

JGAP shines brightest on Friday and
Saturday nights when Director Brad
Hoehne conducts astronomy programs
with local volunteers, many from the
Columbus Astronomical Society and
Ohio University. They enthusiasti-
cally share their love of the cosmos
with those new to stargazing as well
as seasoned amateur astronomers
who bring their own telescopes. For
capturing images of the night sky, JGAP
offers the use of telescopes designed
specifically for astrophotography.

Most exciting, though, is when the
roof of the new observatory rolls back
to reveal the huge reflecting telescope.
Hoehne says, “I call it the ‘Wow!" or
the ‘Whoa!" telescope because that’s
what people say when they look

|
# A short walk from the campground at Ohio’s Hocking Hills State Park leads to the new
John Glenn Astronomy Park, with dark skies and dazzling views of the stars and Milky Way.

through it and see the planets, moon
and stars as they’ve never seen them
before.” He says globular clusters

of stars are the biggest showstop-
pers. “One called M13, for example,
contains over one and a half million
stars and makes a ghostly haze in the
dark sky.” Whoa!

The park and its campgrounds
are open year-round, but Hoehne
and friends will put the seasonal
Friday and Saturday programming
on hold from the end of November
through March. Admission is free,
but donations are welcome.

John Glenn Astronomy Park
www.jgap.info

HOCKING HILLS STATE PARK

Open year-round, the main camp-
ground accommodates RVs on 169
sites, most with hookups. Amenities

include a swimming pool, campground
store, hot showers, flush toilets, laun-
dry facilities and a dump station.
parks.ohiodnr.gov/hockinghills

OCTOBER 2018
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SWEET DREAMS

From a bunkhouse trailer to a
mid-bunk toy hauler and a twin-
bed motorhome, three new RVs
make it easy to catch 40 winks

Leisure Travel Vans Wonder
Built on the Ford Transit chassis, the
RTB (from $118,300) features twin

beds that slide together or an optional
Murphy bed. But the beds aren't the

Egg s On WheE]_S only big news in this motorhome. The

24-foot, 9-inch Class C has the largest

Ninety cla‘ssic an_d contem.porary molded-fiberglass travel trailgrs drew kitchen in the manufacturer’s lineup
onlookers’ attention for miles around as they gathered at the third-annual and an innovative exterior garage that
Eggs on the Hiawassee River Rally, May 31 through June 3. One of the largest fits two full-size bicycles or other toys
events in the country for this RV niche, the rally took place at Riverbend (within weight limits). Gross vehicle

weight rating (GvwR) is 10,360 pounds.

Campground in Hiawassee on Georgia’s northeastern border. .
www.leisurevans.com

Named for the rounded shape of the trailers’ shells, the rally drew about
175 owners and fans of the lightweight “eggs” that have boat-like hulls and no

e e

seams. The event showcased the new fiberglass Airstream Nest, a renovated Jayco
1971 Boler and other new and vintage trailers. Sponsors included Casita, Talon
Escape, Happier Camper, Liberty Outdoors, Little Guy MyPod, Oliver, Outback The 42-foot,
Trillium, ParkLiner, Relic, Scamp and Southland RV. 4%2-inch

392T (from $64,310) is Jayco's first toy
hauler with a mid-bunk room. The fully
enclosed room has a 60-inch trifold

The fourth-annual Eggs on the Hiawassee River Rally will be held May 30
through June 2, 2019. If you have a molded-fiberglass trailer and would like to

reserve a spot, call Riverbend Campground at 706-896-1415. — John Martin sofa with a flip-down bunk above it,
www.facebook.com/groups/eggsonthehiawassee housed in a slide. There’s more sleeping
space in the loft above the room, plus
WEST a walk-around queen bed up front, a
COAST'S . .
L t} M k D 1 BI%EIE)SVI;I RV drop-dgv\tlrr: electric q:tgbeln be;i in 1t_:e
rear and three convertible sofas. The
els axkea ca fifth-wheel has a 16,900-pound GVWR.
RV shows are great places to shop for the perfect www.jayco.com

rig. Not only do they showcase a fleet of new
models all in one place, often with manufacturers’
reps and dealers on hand to answer questions,
they appeal to buyers with competitive prices.

On the West Coast, the largest RV consumer
event is the 10-day California RV Show. This year’s 66th annual

show packs more than 1,300 new RVs into Pomona’s LA Fairplex, October 5 Travel Lite Aura
through 14. Dealers from across the Golden State will bring the latest rolling One of nine models in the new Aura
stock for show-goers to walk through and even test-drive. line of lightweight travel trailers and

toy haulers, the 30"2-foot 31BHK (from
$27,710) features a rear bunkhouse and
a convertible dinette in a slideout. The

In addition to new RVs, educational seminars, exhibits and entertainment,
the 2018 show offers celebrity meet-and-greets and free Ferris-wheel rides.

Visitors to the show’s website can enter the sweepstakes for a chance to win sizable master bedroom offers a queen
a new Lance 1475 travel trailer. bed and a small sink, separate from the
www.thebestrvshow.com bathroom. With a Gvwr of 7,840 pounds,

the trailer has an aerodynamically
, . tapered nose, a diamond-plate rock
D From RV shows to dealers ons, sales of new RVs have spiked guard and a pair of entry doors. A rear
in the past few years. According to a 2018 survey conducted by camp kitchen and electric awning make
0 Go RVing, 74 percent of recent buyers said innovative features it easy to enjoy the outdoors.

and designs were what motivated them to make the purchase. travellitecam m
www.gorving.com/where-to-find/rv-shows www.travetiitecampers.co

PHOTOS: RV INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION, MANUFACTURERS

10 TRAILER LIFE / OCTOBER 2018



PHOTO: COLIN HOWARD

Trading Places

A Colorado family swaps apartment
dwelling for life on wheels

Living the full-time RV
lifestyle was something
Coloradans Kendall James
and Kyle Campbell had
been considering for a
while. The idea of enjoying
freedom and mobility while
keeping costs low had great
appeal, so this year they
took the leap and purchased
a 24-foot travel trailer.
Having two children
may have been a deterrent
for some people, but the
couple forged ahead and
made the trailer a home for
James’ 21-month-old son,

© TAKE THE LEAP For anyone thinking about full-time RVing — with or without kids —
Kendall James recommends following your heart. “You might have some hard spots, but you
expect that in life,” she says. “My advice would be to just do it."

Odin, and eight-year-old
daughter, Rain, who splits
her time living with her dad
in the suburbs of Denver.

Although full-time
RVing might seem
unfathomable to some
parents, James says the
experience has brought
her family closer together.
Rain adjusted well to
campground life, and Odin
sleeps better than he did in
their apartment. Addition-
ally, moving into a travel
trailer allowed the couple
to dramatically reduce

their expenses.
Transitioning to a

came with a period of
adjustment. “Initially,
there were a lot of little

things we had to figure

out,” James says. “But
it's definitely doable.”
The couple towed the

trailer from campground . !

to campground before
landing a seasonal hostin
position at Camp Dick in’

Roosevelt National Forest:
For a family that prefers -

living close to nature, the
situation has been a bit of
a dream, as a mountain
hike is now just a short

walk from their doorstep. x

— Colin Howard

B G0
. Rl
more nomadic way of life

ING
TIME i

(V]

FUTURE
ESCAPE

Save Money Buying Molded
Fiberglass Trailers Factory Direct
in Chilliwack, B.C. Canada

Escape Trailer Industries

Proudly built in British Columbia, Canada

escapetrailercom | 855-703-1650

OCTOBER 2018 / TRAILER LIFE
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LITTLE GUY MAX

......

Contrastin

Symmetry

The newest Ram pickup meets
the retro-modern Little Guy Max
travel trailer for a trek among
the tall pines in Oregon

- by Chris Hemer

AAAAAAAAIIKII I N

he experts say that we are witnessing the end of the
great American sedan. They make a pretty good case.
It was recently announced that Ford would cease

production of the Fusion, as well as the Taurus, and
that GM was laying off as many as 1,500 workers at its Ohio
plant due to slow sales of its Cruze family sedan. Moreover, the
entire industry is experiencing slumping sedan sales compared
to just a few years ago. What happened to the dream of owning
a big family car with four doors, a cushy ride and V-8 power?
Could it really be that the sedan is dying a slow death right
before our eyes?

We submit to you that it is not. It has merely morphed into
a Crew Cab pickup.

Think about it. Today’s trucks are everything yesterday’s cars
were. They're roomy, smooth, comfortable and still offer V-8
power. And they have the added benefit of versatility. Your father’s
Oldsmobile may have been great on road trips, but it couldn’t haul

12 TRAILER LIFE / OCTOBER 2018



G Euro-style windows
open wide to let the
breeze flow through.

A manual awning, out-
door speakers and TV
mount provide al fresco
entertaining options.

a ton of gravel or tow a 12,000-plus-pound trailer.
The numbers don't lie; Ford’s F-150 has been
America’s number-one selling truck for 40 con-
secutive years, and in 2017 it was the best-selling
vehicle in the world.

These facts are not lost on Ford's competi-
tors, who have been trying to unseat the F-150
for decades. The latest salvo comes in the form
of the 2019 Ram 1500, which has been completely
redesigned. We're cautious to use the words
“all-new” because the engine choices and
eight-speed transmission aren’t. But just about
everything else is, and the result is the lightest,
strongest, best-riding, roomiest and, when thusly
equipped, most luxurious Ram yet.

With all of these improvements in mind, we
were anxious to get our hands on a 2019 model
for a full test. Fiat Chrysler America (FCA) came
through with a Delmonico Red Ram 1500 Crew

Cab Big Horn 4x4, which we
paired with a 2019 Little Guy
Max travel trailer from Liberty
Outdoors. Admittedly, this light-
weight teardrop wouldn't pose
much of a challenge for the
Ram from a towing standpoint,
but considering we couldn't

be sure what truck FCA would
provide for our testing (new
trucks are always in short supply
for media use), we thought it
wise to stay conservative from

a weight standpoint. Besides
that, the latest truck paired with
a retro-style trailer just seems
like a good fit, doesn't it?

CREW-CAB “SEDAN"
Ever since Ford introduced its
all-aluminum F-150, weight
reduction and overall efficiency
have become the hot buttons
for truck manufacturers. And
though FCA has yet to buy into
all-alloy construction — from
either monetary or philosophical
standpoints — it did focus on
lightening the 2019 Ram 1500
in every way possible.

Your father’s Oldsmobile may have been
great on road trips, but it couldn't haul a ton
of gravel or tow a 12,000-plus-pound trailer.

The faux-marble countertop features a stainless-steel sink, faucet with pull-
out sprayer and a two-burner range with glass cover. Plentiful drawers and
cabinets with stainless-steel pulls provide enough storage for a family of three.

ofze]

© op]
0 |0
A) entertainment E) dinette
center F) entertainment
B) queen bed center
() refrigerator G) control center
D) wet bath H) pantry

FCA claims a reduction of
nearly 250 pounds compared to
the previous model, a full 100
pounds of which is credited to a
new frame made from 98 percent
high-strength steel. The claimed
added strength and rigidity of the
frame, combined with strategic
use of aluminum and composite
materials throughout, enabled
an increase in maximum payload
to 2,300 pounds and a maximum
tow rating of 12,750 pounds,
depending on options. The test
truck was rated to tow 8,220
pounds.

You don’t have to be an

PHOTOS: CHRIS HEMER
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TEST

LITTLE GUY MAX

LARGE
WINDOWS
BRING THE
OUTSIDE IN

© Hardwood cabinetry
is optional. The full-heig|
L il S
engineer to notice the 2019’s sleek new appearance, and
although a revamp was indeed due, much of the design was
influenced by aerodynamic goals. As a result, the new truck is
the most aerodynamic in its segment, according to FCA, with
a drag coefficient of .357, a 9 percent improvement over the
outgoing model. The front fascia is more rounded than before
and employs an active grille shutter system, which automati-
cally closes off the grille to airflow when cooling isn't needed. In
addition, a standard active front air dam automatically extends
downward 2.5 inches at 35 MpH to smooth airflow. Trucks with

the optional air suspension, like the test truck, cheat the wind be deployed from the
by lowering the overall ride height by 0.6 inches forward console with
y g ght by U. : the touch of a button.

Moreover, the truck’s entire silhouette has changed.
A higher hood directs air away from the wiper area, and a
venturi roof design routes air back to the new rear spoiler
and taller bed rails to ease turbulence behind the cab.
Driving the truck solo on the highway, wind noise was
almost nonexistent.

The test truck was well equipped for our intended use
with the Trailer Tow Group Package (Class IV receiver,
side-view tow mirrors with manual extension, and supple-
mental signals/
courtesy lamps,

to let Mother Nature in.
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+ WHAT WE LIKED

Good value for the money. Plentiful standard
equipment, solid wood cabinetry, clever use
of space and lots of windows that open out

t Maple is standard, and Dark Walnut (shown)
g_:hn pantry has enough speice;{c\;r extended stays.

SIT OR SLEEP

Right, from top:

The Little Guy Max’s
front dinette area fea-
tures a freestanding
table that easily folds
down into a twin-size
bed that is perfect for
children or smaller
adults. A 24-inch TV
on an electric lift can

$545), the Premium LED Lighting Group (LED fog lamps, tail
lamps and automatic reflector headlamps) and the Level
2 equipment group, which includes, among other things,
remote start, which is incorporated into the key fob, and front
and rear ParkSense parking sensors, which make negotiating
tight spaces infinitely easier.

A Sport Appearance Package added body-colored door

- WHAT WE'D LIKE TO SEE
A different bathroom-door option — perhaps
awooden one to match the cabinetry? A
semitransparent shower door seems out

of place in the dining and kitchen area.



handles, bumpers and grille for

$995. If we could order this truck for
ourselves, however, we would skip this
latter package and instead go for the
Blind-Spot with Cross Path and Trailer
Detection system, which is especially
helpful on crowded highways and city
streets. At $595, it's a bargain.

As we entered the cab, the first
impression was that the cabin is larger,
and itis. Cab length was stretched 4
inches, which was most noticeable
behind the test Crew Cab’s front seats.
Six-plus-footers could easily stretch
out without their knees touching the
seat backs, and the rear floor is now
completely flat, which allows larger
items (like our hard camera cases) to
be stored inside. Also welcome are the
integrated D-rings to secure your load,
and one Ram Bin in-floor storage com-
partment on either side.

Up front, the redesigned center
console offers 12 storage combina-
tions. In fact, FCA claims that the new
Ram has 151 liters of interior storage
volume, nearly 100 percent more than
its nearest competitor. The instrument
panelis new, as is the center stack,
which comes standard with a 5-inch
touch-screen display, available 8.4-

Below, from top: A cab that is 4 inches longer
than the outgoing model yields limo-like rear
legroom. The driver's compartment features
a roomy center console, 8.4-inch display and
USB ports. The Level 2 Equipment Group adds

options that include adjustable pedals.

b - _’r-
-/ A =
———— R
=

inch display or the first application of

Uconnect. 4C Navigation on a 12-inch, =
fully configurable touchscreen. =

Inc.rea_sed cgmfo.rt an.d an overall N ""f,\
reduction in Noise Vibration and P ! 1 N
Harshness (NVH) were achieved in § 2 ‘L{ A
many levels. Standard Frequency "i ‘_tam v 4
Response Damping (FRD) shock %2,

2% 3

absorbers incorporate an internal
valve that continually adjusts damping
according to road inputs. During hard
cornering, for example, the valve
closes for greater stability; on rough
roads, it opens for softer damping

and enhanced ride comfort. Ride was
exemplary, both solo and while towing.

Keeping interior noise at a
minimum required new thinking as
well. New electronically controlled
Active Tuned Mass Modules (active
vibration dampers mounted to the
frame) work in concert with an interior
Active Noise Cancellation System on
5.7-liter Hemi V-8 models to maintain
interior noise levels as low as 67.1
decibels, making this the quietest
Ram ever. If the goal was to attract
customers that are used to the interior
isolation of a high-end sedan, then
FCA's engineers hit the mark. The
Hemi’s V-8 thrum could be heard in
the background while cruising but
was never intrusive. Thankfully, the
dual-exhaust system (which shed
9 pounds for 2019) still allows the
engine’s muscular roar to come
through under full throttle.

With 395 horsepower on tap, the
Hemi had no trouble pulling the Little
Guy Max, and reaching 60 mpH at the
end of a freeway on-ramp posed no

THE MILD SIDE

While the 5.7-liter Hemi and 3.6-liter
Pentastar V-6 offerings are essentially
the same as they were last year,
they're offered with a twist for 2019:
the eTorque mild hybrid system.
eTorque replaces the traditional
engine alternator with a belt-driven
motor generator unit and a suitcase-
size, air-cooled 48-volt battery pack
mounted to the rear wall inside the
cabin. eTorque enables the start/stop
function, brake energy regeneration,
and most importantly, short-duration
torque addition. eTorque adds up

to 90 LB-FT of torque to the 3.6-liter
Pentastar V-6 and up to 130 LB-FT to
the 5.7-liter Hemi V-8 “in certain driv-
ing situations,” according to FCA, to
help get things moving more quickly.

challenge. In fact, driving the new Ram
was pretty much what we expected,
though the brake system came as

a pleasant surprise. First of all, it is
very powerful; FCA fitted front rotors
that measure 14.9 inches front, 14.8
inches rear. The larger brakes make
modulation so much easier during
braking — when you need more
stopping power, just press the pedal
harder, and the brakes oblige. There
are no dead spots anywhere in the

OCTOBER 2018 / TRAILER LIFE 15



TEST

LITTLE GUY MAX

pedal travel, and we never detected a
trace of fade.

The other surprise was the
emergency-brake pedal, or rather,
the absence of one. The 2019 Ram is

SPECIFICATIONS

2019 LITTLE GUY MAX

Exterior Length 21"
Exterior Width 7
Exterior Height g 1"
Interior Width 7
Interior Height 6'7"
Construction Tubular-steel chassis, aluminum

framing, composite paneling, seamless
fiberglass roof, block-foam insulation

Freshwater Cap. 20 gal.
Gray-Water Cap. 14 gal.
Black-Water Cap. 9 gal.
LP-Gas Cap. 10 gal.
Water-Heater Cap. 6 gal.
Refrigerator 4 cu. ft.
Furnace 16,000 Btu
Air Conditioner 13,500 Btu
Converter 35 amp
Battery Dealer supplied
Tires LT235/75R15
Suspension Leaf spring
Weight (freshwater and

LP-gas full, no cargo) 3,389 Ibs.
Hitch Weight 356 Ibs.
Axle Weight 3,033 Ibs.
GVWR 3,800 Ibs.
GAWR 4,000 Ibs.
Cargo Carrying Cap. 411 Ibs.
MSRP, Base $31,742
MSRP, As Tested $37,694
Basic Warranty Two years

Little Guy Worldwide, www.golittleguy.com
Circle 131 on Reader Service Card

2019 RAM 1500 BIG HORN 4X4 CREW CAB

Fuel Economy, Solo 20 mpg
Fuel Economy, Towing 8.2 mpg
Engine 5.7L Hemi V-8

Horsepower 395 @ 5,600 rpm
Torque 410 Ib-ft @ 3,950 rpm
Transmission 8-speed auto
Axle Ratio 3.21:1
Fuel Cap. 26 gal.
Tires LT275/65R18

Suspension, Front  Upper and lower A-arms, air
suspension and stabilizer bar

Five link with track bar, air
suspension, twin-tube shock

absorbers, stabilizer bar

Suspension, Rear

Brakes Four-wheel disc brakes with ABS
Tow Rating 8,220 Ibs.
Length 241.8"
Wheelbase 153.5"
MSRP Base $31,695
MSRP, As Tested $48,365

Basic Warranty
Powertrain Warranty

3 years/36,000 miles
5 years/60,000 miles

Ram Trucks, www.ramtrucks.com
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equipped with an electric emergency
brake activated by a pull-on/push-off
handle located in the general proximity
of where the brake release would be.

RETRO-MODERN
TEARDROP

To begin the tow test, we picked up our
Little Guy Max trailer from B.Young RV
in Portland, Oregon. Liberty Outdoors
spec’d out a model loaded with just
about every option, including a 100-watt
Zamp solar panel ($653), electric Smart
Jack upgrade ($290), gorgeous solid
walnut cabinetry ($1,015) and the Rough
Rider package ($573), featuring 15-inch
aluminum wheels with Kenda off-road
tires and 3.5-inch suspension lift. The
professionals at B.Young then set up the
test truck and trailer with the correct
weight-distributing equipment, and

we were off to enjoy the abundance of
beauty that lies just outside Portland.

Arriving at our campsite, we were
eager to start enjoying the Max. One
of the nice things about a smaller
trailer is the quick setup. After we
lowered the A-frame jack, it was simply
a matter of deploying the wide BAL
stabilizing jacks on all four corners and
unpacking. The Max offers a surprising
amount of exterior storage, courtesy
of a pass-through compartment at the
rear that measures 35 cubic feet. It
isn’'t very tall, but it is deep, wide and
well finished — we can’t imagine a
small family being able to fill it up on
most trips. Our meager supplies for
the weekend looked like a suitcase
inside a shipping container.

Liberty Outdoors has done a com-
mendable job removing sacrifice from
the small-trailer equation. The Max’s
patio area offers exterior speakers, and

even a TV mount with nearby HDMI, coax
and 120-volt AC/USB outlets, so you can
enjoy the outdoors while watching your
favorite show or playing video games.
The 6-foot, 3-inch-wide Thule Crown
awning deploys manually and offers
integrated LED-strip lighting, just like
the big boys. It's quick and easy to crank
out, but removing the crank handle from
the socket proved fussy at times.

Perhaps our favorite part about
setting up the Max is opening all the
windows. It seems that a lot of manu-
facturers have forgotten that the point of
being in the outdoors is to experience it,
and the Max's windows — every single
one — open wide to let the sweet breeze
drift through. As an added benefit, each
window features an integrated screen
and night shade. We loved sitting at the
front dinette with all the windows open,
reading a book and listening to the rush
of the tall pines outside.

If TV is more your thing, a 24-inch
Furrion HD flat-screen rises out of the
front console on an electric lift at the
touch of a button. The Max also comes
with a Furrion head unit inside the
doorway that features DVD, CD, USB
and Bluetooth compatibility, as well as
an auxiliary port and remote control.
The dinette area offers storage nooks
and a shelf above, as well as a large
drawer underneath the curbside bench
for larger items like pillows or blankets.
The table quickly folds down to make
a 32-by-76-inch bed.

Right next to the dinette on the
street side is a wet bath that is large
enough for its intended purpose and
nicely equipped with a waterproof TP
dispenser, showerhead with an on/
off valve and a textile shower caddy for
shampoo, soap and other items. The




area works well and is a great alter-
native when there are no bathrooms
nearby, but limited holding-tank
capacity means you'll have to keep visits
short unless you have sewer hookups at
your site. Also, we'd like an alternative
to the residential-style frosted entry
door; it seems out of place and doesn't
offer adequate privacy.

The street-side kitchen is well
conceived and thoughtfully designed.
The large stainless-steel sink features
a cutting-board cover, and a stainless-
steel two-burner stove with electric
ignition is located on the right. Tons of
storage is afforded by overhead cabinets,
a floor-to-ceiling pantry with adjustable
shelves, and three large drawers
beneath the cooktop, one underneath
the stainless-steel-clad Dometic re-
frigerator. There is more than enough
storage for extended stays, something
you don’t usually find in a small trailer.

Directly across from the pantry
is a tall closet with room for hanging
clothes as well as storing shoes and
other items, and all the way to the back
is the cozy sleeping area. Here again,
the Max surprises with a 60-by-80-inch
queen bed, and an entertainment center
at the foot of the bed with another
24-inch Furrion TV and more storage
cubbies. At the other end is a window,
above which are more open storage
and reading lights. Another huge
window arcs across the bed; on one
warm evening, we opened it to enjoy the
breeze and look up at the Douglas firs
and stars above. It was a delightful way
to close out a day of adventure.

The days of big V-8 sedans may be
over, but then again, so is the anxiety
involved with pulling a large trailer
with one. This author can recall family
trips involving a Dodge Polara and an
Aristocrat Land Liner that, in retrospect,
was probably too heavy for the Dodge to
pull (in fairness to my dad, there were
no towing guides back then). Now, more
than 40 years later, the Ram 1500 Crew
Cab takes the place of the family sedan,
offering an effortless, trouble-free
towing experience, and the Little Guy
Max reminds of the good ol days yet
comforts with modern amenities.
Progress is good.

ONE-TOUCH LEVELING
FOR TRAVEL TRAILERS
IS FINALLY HERE.

.,
Ground Gontro

TRAVEL TRAILER LEVELING SYSTEM

First-ever automatic

Envious of fifth-wheel and motorhome leveling system designed
owners with one-touch leveling systems? for travel trailers
Not anymore! Ground Control® TT is the

first-ever automatic one-touch leveling
system designed for travel trailer RVs.

ELECTRIC

Long gone are the days of cranking
manual jacks and using chocks and
wedges to level your travel trailer.

Four leveling jacks as well as the
Power Tongue Jack level your trailer
accurately every time. Manual camp
setup is now a thing of the past!

Automatic, one-touch
electric leveling

Fully electric system
- no hydraulics

L

Ly,
' % Scan to see the
B Ground Control TT
] = system in action!

Only 3 minutes
to level!

Ofed

You Hitch height memory
o @ 0 . stored by Power

lippertcomponents.com Tongue Jack
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Camping gt Maroos Bells, CO — 14,000 ft. peaks
or comfort @s, consistent as.a Rocky Mountain postcard,
thoosefigua-Hoét heating systems.

But Inside, It’s Constantly
“Tust Right”

D Aqua-Hot
GomEnRT Cloud-free days bring chilly nights and cool mornings. Shrug them off with an

Aqua-Hot heating system. The even heating warms you faster than any cup of Joe.
And long, hot showers exquisitely cap off bike rides and campfires. Wherever you
@ are, your Aqua-Hot heating system will remind you of something — home.

i | SAqua-Hot.

EVEN

Look for Aqua-Hot heating systems on these quality coaches:

-
ED) oot DINANAXS naenipaoew DR

R=EROUP ENTEGRA i HOUDHY RAMGILER

é:) CoAcH- e ot e R=EROUR
MONAEO &z ) ~ TIFFIN MoTORHOMES ¥ V/NNEBAGOD

©2018, Aqua-Hot Heating Systems, Inc. (800) 685-4298 or (303) 651-5500 www.aquahot.com

s ARnniD

Aqua-Hot, Circle 101 on Reader Service Card




Nice Kitty

KEYSTONE COUGAR 368MBI

The comfortable four-slide Cougar
368MBI fifth-wheel has a separate
midship suite that works as a second
bedroom or secluded living space

- by Chris Dougherty

ometimes you feel like company. Sometimes

you don't. If you're the owner of the Cougar

368MBI, there’s room to sleep the whole gang

when you need it, and a second living area to
enjoy when you don't.

Long-term RVing is quite popular these days
with many folks choosing to work on the road while
engaging in extended road trips or to satisfy a sig-
nificant life change. Manufacturers are keenly aware
of this and have been designing RVs with multizone
floorplans, comfortable four-season livability and
room to work. This is the basis behind the 368MBI,

a midprofile fifth-wheel with four slideouts.

Stepping into the Cougar 368MBI isn't initially
impressive. Just inside the door, you come face to face
with a wall with a coat hanger and bulletin board. But
that wall hides the livability secret of this model. On

Keystone's redesign of the Cougar’s exterior suggests sophistication.
The 368MBl is easy to tow, yet large in size and interior space.

the other side of it lies a fully
enclosed mid-trailer room that
serves as a private living area,
den, sleeping space or even

a mobile office.

INSIDE SCOOP

The main living, dining and
kitchen area of the Cougar
368MBI is attractive and

warm, with the customary
earth tones found in many

of today’s RVs. We find this
color palette appropriate and
comfortable, and while there
are other interior-design
schemes coming out (aren’t
there always?), those who have
been around long enough to
remember the white and teal
decors of the "90s will probably
agree that the current designs
are more aesthetically pleasing.

The kitchen features nice
LG solid-surface counters in
a tan color with a “mineral”
speckle. The centerisland has
three drawers, a roomy cabinet
and a Lippert Components
double-bowl farmer’s sink that
is enormous and functional,
making spaghetti-night
cleanup a breeze. Available
in single- and double-bowl
configurations, the sink is ideal
for an RV this size.

The Dometic four-door
refrigerator is about as big as
they get and has plenty of space
to store food for the whole
gang. Next to it, a three-burner
range sits below the High
Pointe 1.6-cubic-foot, 1,000-
watt, under-cabinet microwave
and exhaust vent.

This rear-living-room setup

| 0106 ® ] n .................................................................................................................
== [4 N (E) i A) sleeper sofa D) sleeper sofa H) entertainment
B) entertainment E) queen bed center
o @ center F) dresser/TV I) dinette

| —

— 0

C) refrigerator J) theater seating

G) pull-out grill

PHOTOS: SHAWN SPENCE. FLOORPLAN: ROB ROY
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KEYSTONE COUGAR 368MBI

is pretty standard,
but Keystone
kicked it up a notch
with attractive
glazed-maple
cabinetry, a slick
thermostat and

a remote-con-
trolled “real feel”
fireplace below a
50-inch LED HDTV.
A Furrion enter-
tainment system
provides sound
and DVD content to
this TV and the 32-incher in the bedroom, and
music inside the rig and out.

Lippert's well-made Thomas Payne
furniture is standard and promises many
wonderful evenings with movies and popcorn.
The fabric has the feel of leather, with stitched
seams. The combination includes a sofa
sleeper on the aft wall and reclining theater
seating across from the TV.

As mentioned, the feature that makes this
fifth-wheel stand out is the second walled-off
room, in addition to the master bedroom
up front. The mid-RV room has a Thomas
Payne sofa sleeper in a slideout across from
rather narrow wall cabinets, which are ideal
for mounting another TV. Some manufac-
turers have begun making this space more
office-friendly. A few cabinetry mods in
the 368MBI could result in a very workable
desk, while still using the room as a second
bedroom or a place to enjoy a TV program that
your significant other doesn’t want to watch.

Above this room is a toy-hauler-like loft
bunk accessible from the hallway. This is
roomier than some we’'ve seen and is ideal
for smaller kids who'd love to climb up and
have a retreat of their own. No kids? The loft
becomes additional storage space.

The side-aisle bath features a shower with
a seat, which is excellent, and there’s plenty of
room to complete daily primping. The master
bedroom, with a queen or optional king bed, is
a bit tight, but it has ample storage space,

a substantial front-wall closet with washer-
dryer prep, and a bureau with drawers under

ROOM TO SPARE

Right: The center-island
kitchen features solid-
surface counters and

a double-bowl country-
kitchen-style sink. The
four-door refrigerator
provides plenty of space
for vittles. Below right:
Movie night, or even an
afternoon nap, is restful in
the Thomas Payne theater
seating with cup holders
and armrest storage.

the 32-inch HDTV. While many folks relish the thought
of a king bed in their RV, a queen is frequently more
practical, especially in this case. Bedside tables are
on the small side, but they're there, which some of
the competition can't say.

OUTSIDE STORY
For 2018, the Cougar’s 20th year in production, the
fifth-wheel line received an exterior makeover. A new
Cougar logo, in keeping with Keystone's other brands,
adorns the front cap. Paint and graphics are in tan,
brown and black tones. The nicely painted front cap
has integrated LED accent lighting.

The trailer has a spacious pass-through front
compartment, MORryde StepAbove entry steps and
dual right-side awnings — one on the body and a

The feature that makes this fifth-wheel stand
apart is the walled-off room that sits mid-RV.
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second on the slideout — for almost 40
feet of covered patio space. Under the front
awning, a TV can mount on a bracket in the
front compartment, and a built-in stain-
less-steel Capital Cooking grill pulls out
from its own cabinet. LED lighting in the
power awnings illuminates the patio area.
Out back is a storage tray with a
225-pound capacity and a proprietary
fold-away bicycle rack. Coolers and small
generators can be secured here nicely. The
design of the bike rack is a bit of a miss
with its so-so weight rating. The gate itself
is heavy, and the bike rack bar was nothing
more than a metal post with a pin that had a

huge amount of movement once installed.

On the left side are a fully accessible
Dometic 35,000-Btu ducted furnace and
a disappointing 6-gallon gas/electric
water heater. This is a 40-foot fifth-wheel
that can sleep up to 10, and a 6-gallon
water heater won't cut it. We recommend
replacing it with an instantaneous water
heater like a Truma AquaGo or Suburban
Nautilus that will provide instant and
endless hot water yet fit in the same spot
as the 6-gallon unit.

The front lower compartment, which
houses the battery, is a good spot for
extra gear. The utility panel is just inside
the front compartment and is laid out
logically with all the expected connec-
tions, including an outside shower and
solar-panel prep.

The 368MBI is a four-season
fifth-wheel, which was tested down
to 0 degrees Fahrenheit, according to
Keystone. Dual-pane frameless windows
are optional.

With a three-year structural warranty
and plenty of comfort, technology and
good looks, the Keystone Cougar 368MBI
is a fun fifth-wheel and decent value for
the money.

MANUFACTURER’S

SPECIFICATIONS

Exterior Length 401"
Exterior Width )
Exterior Height 12'7"
Interior Width 7'8%"
Interior Height 8'6"
Construction Laminated side walls

with five-sided aluminum superstructure,
%" walkable roof decking, TPO roof

Freshwater Cap. 81 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap. 38/76 gal.
LP-Gas Cap. 14 gal.
\Water-Heater Cap. 6 gal.
Refrigerator 12 cu. ft.
Furnace 35,000 Btu
Air Conditioner 15,000 Btu (std.)

13,500 Btu/bedroom (opt.)

Battery Dealer installed
Tires ST235/80R16-E
Suspension Leaf spring with

LCl Road Armor equalizer
Weight 11,575 Ibs.
Hitch Weight 1,980 Ibs.
GVWR 13,980 Ibs.
GAWR (2) 6,000 Ibs.
Cargo Carrying Cap. 2,405 Ibs.
MSRP, Base $46,500
MSRP As Tested $60,786
Basic Warranty 1 year

Keystone RV Company
www.keystonerv.com
Circle 130 on Reader Service Card

Above left: The center room has a bunk above it, which is great for the kids or as extra storage
space. Below left: There’s ample room to walk around the queen bed in the master suite, and
a front closet is washer-dryer-ready. Below: A dual-awning option ensures plenty of shade

while entertaining or lounging outside.

Special thanks to Camping World RV Sales in Kiésimmee, Florida. www.campingworld.com
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Insurance Agency

GET YOUR FREE,
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Call: and mention savings code Click:

FOREMOST General

INSURANCE GROUP Auto, Home & Health Insurance

PROGRESSIVE B nsurance.

A Liberty Mutual Company

Certificate will be mailed 4-6 weeks after quote is requested. Certificate not available in GA and NM. Availability, eligibility, coverages, features and benefits may vary by state and carrier. The content herein is for
descriptive purposes only. The exact protection provided is subject to the terms, conditions, and expectations of the policy contract issued. The Good Sam Vehicle Insurance Plan (VIP) is provided by a member
company of the National General Insurance Group. Average savings based on new policyholder reported data from November 1, 2015 to November 1,2016. © 2018 Good Sam Insurance Agency. GOOD SAM and the
GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. Unauthorized use of any of GSE, LLC’s trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved. GSI55292 - 0718



Make Yourself at Home

Residential-style comforts and conveniences are packed in
these travel trailers priced between $25,000 and $50,000

Driving off the dealer’s lot with our first pop-up camper, we
thought we’'d never buy another RV. We were certain it had
everything we could ever want or need. Fast-forward less than
two years, and there we were, heading down the highway with
a brand-new quad-bunk travel trailer complete with a full
bathroom, outdoor kitchen, power awning and stabilizer jacks.

There’s a running joke among RVers that you start shopping
for your next RV the day you bring home a new one. Many folks
buy their first camping trailer only to start imagining life with all
the possible upgrades soon afterward.

The RV industry has stepped up to meet this demand with
mare of the comforts of home. When you leave the entry-level
market and move into the $25,000 to $50,000 price range, you’ll
find stainless-steel appliances, hardwood cabinet doors and
solid-surface countertops.

You'll often find a superior level of construction as well,
which may extend to aluminum framing, block-foam insulation,
high-quality, lightweight materials and a gelcoat fiberglass

Manufacturers are using high-quality lightweight materials to make comfortable RVs that can
be towed with an SUV. One example is the Lance 1475, which comes with or without a slideo

_____.____________-—-———.‘.

- by Stephanie and Jeremy Puglisi

exterior. Other popular features
in this price range include solar
battery-charging packages and
heated and enclosed underbellies.

A larger price tag doesn't
necessarily mean a larger trailer,
though. You'll notice some smaller
trailers in this group of 12 new models,
including two that come in under 20
feet and several that can be towed
by the family SUV or van.

Whatever the budget, one thing
is for certain: owners want their RV
experience to match their individual
style. You'll see manufacturers
providing a broader range of fabric,
flooring and exterior-color options,
plus long lists of available upgrades
from electric fireplaces to backup
cameras and awning motion sensors.

Do you want a home away from
home with a recliner and a washing
machine? Or would you prefer a light-
weight adventure trailer with solar
panels, off-road capability and larger
holding tanks? Looking for a couples’
RV with a well-appointed kitchen? Or a
bunkhouse that will comfortably fit the
kids and their bikes? No matter what's
on your must-have checklist,_:you can
ably find it in thispricerange. | 1 -
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RV ROUNDUP / MIDPRICED TRAILERS

Exterior Length........ccccoevvvriinnnnn 214"
Exterior Width ..........ocoovvririeninne. 74"
Interior Height... .6'4"

Exterior Height......
Freshwater Cap..........ccocoevvenvn. 28 gal.
Black/Gray-Water Cap....22 gal./28 gal.
LP-Gas Cap

21-Foot Escape

With its lightweight fiberglass body, the
21-Foot Escape has a 5,000-pound gross
vehicle weight rating (evwr], making it par-
ticularly attractive to SUV owners who don't
wish to purchase a larger tow vehicle. The
wet bath is a common feature in trailers this

additional sleeping space. The 12-foot power
awning creates a comfortable outdoor space.
Those looking to extend the travel season
will be interested in the standard 12,000-Btu
furnace and optional air conditioning, extra
insulation and dual-pane windows. Custom

size, but the storage capacity is definitely
unusual. Overhead cabinets run along

the majority of the perimeter, and the

kitchen has ample drawers and pantry (or
wardrobe) space. Light wood finishes along
with strategic window placement create a
spacious atmosphere inside, despite the
small footprint. In addition to a dedicated

interior finishes for flooring, counters and
upholstery are available as upgrades.

double bed, the dinette can be converted for

Exterior Length.........oooo. 3611

Exterior Width .........ooocoovvvirirnrinn. 8
Interior Height .. 6' 87"
Exterior Height ........cococoevvreriennn. 10'10"
Freshwater Cap..........ccocoevvennn. 50 gal.
Black/Gray-Water Cap....41 gal./41 gal.
LP-Gas Cap.......ccoververrrrrrrrinns 14 gal.
UVW, Base ...8,860 Ibs.
Hitch Weight...........c.occovvvce 1,020 Ibs.
GVWR ..o 9,995 Ibs.
MSRP Base.......coovvvvvoerrrneees $46,255

www.winnebagoind.com

Winnebago Minnie Plus 30RLSS

The Winnebago Minnie Plus 30RLSS is well
suited for use as a couple’s trailer with a
rear-living layout and private master bedroom
with a walk-around queen bed in a slideout.
Opposing slides in the kitchen and living

area and a domed ceiling create a spacious
interior. Next to the theater seating for two,

the standard dinette can be upgraded to a

table and chairs. These features, along with
the galley island and entertainment center,
add a residential feel. The Minnie Plus line

is constructed with aluminum frames,
block-foam insulation and gelcoat fiberglass
siding. Folks looking to make a statement can

Forest River Roclkwood Signature Ultra Lite 8335BSS

The Rockwood Signature Ultra
Lite 8335BSS will catch the
attention of those looking

for a well-appointed travel
trailer with a front kitchen
and “windshield.” The large
window offers great views
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while residents make use of
the undermount stainless-steel
double sink, large double-door
refrigerator, Corian countertops
and residential-style soft-
close drawers. The rest of the
living area offers a dinette and

theater seating in a slide, plus
a 60-inch sofa, all positioned to
enjoy the entertainment center
and electric fireplace. The
bathroom can be accessed from
the hallway and the master
bedroom, which houses a king
bed in a slide. Two exterior
doors allow entry to the living
area and the master bedroom.
Solar and rear-camera prep

are standard, along with

a control panel that

can be paired to a

smartphone app.

The laminated-

fiberglass side

walls have subdued

T 1]

choose from blue, cherry, orange, yellow or
green exterior colors. Looking for something
more subdued? Try the white, platinum or
champagne options. Attractive standard
features include a battery disconnect, outside
TV hookup and exterior spray port for cleaning
off kayaks or furry friends after an adventure.

i
L) ©

Exterior Length 35'11"

Black/Gray-Water Ca
LP-Gas Cap

UVW, Base..

Hitch Weigh
GVWR....

MSRP. Base.

graphics, or buyers can upgrade
to the champagne exterior.

PHOTOS: MANUFACTURERS. FLOORPLANS: ROB ROY




Families looking for room to spread
out will appreciate the Venture
SportTrek 322VBH, which offers

a private master bedroom and a
bunkhouse with two beds opposite
a sofain a slide that converts to a
third bed with a bunk above it. The
removable table and TV hookup

make the bunk room a comfortable place for the kids to hang out. Parents will appreuate
the master bedroom up front with a queen bed, double wardrobes and a charging station
with a USB receptacle. There’s plenty of room to spend time together in the spacious living
area with a sofa and dinette in a slide, and an entertainment center that can be outfitted
with an optional electric fireplace. One of the two exterior doors leads directly into the
bathroom, a popular feature for parents who don’t want kids tracking dirt through the

RV. The outdoor kitchen is complete with a refrigerator, a
two-burner cooktop and a sink. This model is prewired for
solar panels and a rear camera. The optional bike rack/cargo
tray will appeal to folks traveling with outdoor equipment.

T
7

A\l

Exterior Length........ccccoovvvennnce. 35'11"
Exterior Width.........coocooverinriiine 8

The longest travel trailer in this
roundup at almost 41 feet, the
triple-slide KZ Sportsmen 363FL

has features that are popular with
destination travelers including a
sliding patio door and large windows
that line one slideout. The kitchen has

Exterior Length........ccccoovvverinnnnn
Exterior Width......

Interior Height.......
Exterior Height .....
Freshwater Cap
Black/Gray-Water Cap....32 gal./64 gal

LP-Gas Cap.....cccovrvveerrerrrrreans 14 gal.
UVWV, Base......oocvverveirinens 8,910 Ibs.
Hitch Weight... 1,460 Ibs.

..10,460 Ibs.
............................. $35,344

a residential design with a sink-in island, full-size refrigerator, cooktop range, oven and
microwave. The cozy living area has two recliners, a sleeper sofa and a media center with
an electric fireplace and plenty of storage. The master bedroom offers its own exterior
entrance, plus a king bed, washer-dryer and ample closet space. The 18-foot Solera Smart
Arm Power Awning has an LED light strip and exterior control. The trailer comes standard
with 30-amp service, but buyers can upgrade to 50 amps and add an additional air condi-
tioner. Other options include a motion security sensor and wind sensor for the awning.

Lance 14/5

Downsizing is a notable
trend in the RV industry,
and the Lance 1475 meets
consumer demand with
this compact trailer that
contains a unique set of
features. The 1475 replaces
the usual dinette with two
comfortable lounge chairs
with a pedestal table, and
offers a full dry bath. Those
wanting more space have
the option of swapping the
lounge chairs for a sofa and
swivel tables in a slideout.
Up front are a queen bed,
three nicely sized windows
and a storage shelf with
netting. The kitchen packs
a lot of punch with a 5-
cubic-foot three-way re-
frigerator, a stainless-steel
three-burner range and

a surprising amount of
counter space. The Truma
Combi furnace and water
heater are standard, as is
an enclosed, insulated and
heated freshwater tank.
The trailer is prewired for
solar panels, or optional
160-watt solar panels can
be added at the factory.

loel (A
[#]

Exterior Length........ccccoevviriiennes 19'8"
Exterior Width
Interior Height ...
Exterior Height ..

LP-Gas Cap ...................................
UVW, Base... .

Hitch Weight

GVWR ..o 3,700 Ibs.
MSRP Base......o..ooveveeeereerane $28,492

www.Iancecamper.com
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Exterior Length ........ccoovvevevvvvenn. 18'5"
Exterior Width .......coooocvvveiireriiinnns 6'6"
Interior Height..........oevvveeerrvceerenen. 6'1"
Exterior Height..... ..8'3"
Freshwater Cap. ......ccooo..overvvvrnnne 30 gal.
Black/Gray-Water Cap.. 18" gal./32 gal.
LP-Gas Cap. .....oovvvverreerrri 10 gal.
UVW, Base...... ,

Hitch Weight ..........coovvvvrerrrinnnns 340 Ibs.
GVYWR.....oooooierrsciieinnns 5,000 Ibs.
MSRP, Base $47,900

www.olivertraveltrailers.com

Oliver Legacy Elite

Folks looking for meticulous attention to
detail packed into a small, lightweight RV
will appreciate the Oliver Legacy Elite. Like
other molded-fiberglass trailers, this model
is lightweight compared to conventional
options of the same size. And like many
fiberglass trailers, the Oliver is made to
order and can be purchased only from the
manufacturer. The double-hulled design
includes extra insulation between the two
shells and allows for all-season comfort.
For a smooth towing experience, Oliver’s
designers also paid attention to balance
and stability when positioning the tanks and
axles. Custom-molded covers for the spare
tire and LP-gas cylinders mean nothing

unsightly breaks up the exterior aesthetics.
Inside, the full bathroom boasts a molded
vanity and shower. The side dinette can

be converted into a single bed, and the

rear dining table and seating convert to a
double bed. Buyers can configure the space
according to individual preference.

Travel Lite Falcon 27BHK

Modern style meets classic
function in the lightweight
Travel Lite Falcon 27BHK.
The exterior is aluminum,
and shoppers can choose
from a range of graphics
packages that will stand
out, including black with
neon-yellow striping. An
outdoor kitchen with a
refrigerator and two-burner
range plus the standard
electric awning create a
comfortable outdoor

entertaining area. Inside,
the 74-inch-long bunks,
stretched across the

rear of the trailer, have
their own slider window,
which helps with airflow
issues sometimes found in
closed-off bunk areas. The
kitchen has a stainless-steel
cooktop, microwave and
sink, along with enough
counter space to hold a
coffeemaker or prep a
salad. The layout prioritizes

storage with two cabinets
below the dinette that can
be accessed from outside
the trailer. The north-south-
facing walk-around master
bed will be particularly

attractive to some folks.
Upgrade options include
the Extreme Sport Package
containing an 80-watt solar
panel, bike rack and roof
rack with ladder.

Exterior Length........ccc.oovvvvvreennes 27' 4"
Exterior Width

LP-Gas Cap......ccccovveeveerrrrirnen.

UVW, Base........

Hitch Weight ’
GVWAR.......... .7,765 bs.
MSRP BaSe.........cccoorrrrrrrrrrrene $26,978

www.travellitecampers.com

YOU'LL SEE MANUFACTURERS PROVIDING A BROADER RANGE OF FABRIC, FLOORING

AND EXTERIOR-COLOR OPTIONS, PLUS LONG LISTS OF AVAILABLE UPGRADES FROM
ELECTRIC FIREPLACES TO BACKUP CAMERAS AND AWNING MOTION SENSORS.




As the name suggests, the
Northwood Arctic Fox Classic

25Y is built to withstand the elements
and allow folks to travel in all four
seasons with fully insulated holding
tanks, and block-foam and reflec-
tive-foil insulation. Additional con-
struction points of interest include

heavy-gauge aluminum framing and an “off-road” chassis. This well-designed rear-living
layout allows for direct sightlines from the sofa to the entertainment center, a top priority
for many RV shoppers. The L-shaped counter offers extra work space in the kitchen, and
the lack of stainless-steel appliances will be attractive to those who enjoy a more traditional
design aesthetic. The split bath places the shower and sink on one side of the trailer and
the toilet on the other, with a pass-through aisle in the middle. Many RVers love this layout
as it allows couples to more easily share the facilities.
A porcelain toilet and glass shower door are standard.

Exterior Length........cococvevevevveieiean 30
Exterior Width.........coocooverinriiine 8'6"
Interior Height .........oooovveveieceie 6'6"
Exterior Height ...... A
Freshwater Cap..........cccccovevverunnnn 57 gal.
Black/Gray-Water Cap.........35 gal./47 gal.
LP-Gas Cap.....ccccoevreveereererreeierinnns 14 gal.
UVW, Base........ 7,236 Ibs.
Hitch Weight........cc.covevverieiene. 808 Ibs.
GVWR ..o 10,000 Ibs.
MSRP BaSE........ovvvveeeerrerrreeerane. $46,953

www.northwoodmfg.com

The Jayco Jay Feather 27BH provides the popular

double-over-double-bunk floorplan in a lighter-weight

package. The bunks are positioned at the rear of the
trailer, and the bottom bed flips up for extra bike or gear storage. The bathroom has

a spacious corner shower stall, and there’s a linen cabinet and medicine cabinet, plus
additional storage below the sink. The double pantry could easily serve as wardrobe
space. Meals will be easily prepared in the kitchen, which has a three-burner cooktop,
oven and microwave. The angled kitchen sink extends the counter for appliances and food
prep. For those who prefer to cook outside, an outdoor kitchen is an optional upgrade.

The master bedroom has a walk-
around queen bed and sliding doors
on both sides for privacy. Goodyear
radial tires come standard, along with
a 19-foot power awning with LED
lights. An A-frame-mounted bike rack
is among the options.

Exterior Length .........coovvevvveriieris
Exterior Width ........

Interior Height....

Exterior Height........
Freshwater Cap. .......oovvveerevererrreenn. 42 gal.
Black/Gray-Water Cap... 302 gal./30%% gal.
LP-Gas Cap. ...covvveevreeeeeeeeeeerseeen 10 gal.
UVW, Base .6,015 bs
Hitch Weight .........ccoooovvvviiennl 630 Ibs
GVWR.....ooooene. .7,500 Ibs.
MSRP BaS€ ... $30.427

Www.jayco.com

0
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GPS 260RLS

For those who travel with
bikes and other gear but don’t
want to go the toy-hauler
route, the new Starcraft GPS
260RLS is worth a look. This
trailer has a front “garage”
that offers 160 cubic feet

of storage, a flexible rack
system and a dedicated entry
door with steps. There’s
plenty of room for camp
chairs, grills, sewer totes

or anything else you've ever
struggled to fit into a storage
compartment or the back of
a tow vehicle. The GPS also
ramps up the freshwater
capacity with a 106-gallon
tank, allowing adventurers

to be off the grid for longer
periods of time. The master
bedroom is situated in the
front with an east-west-facing
walk-around queen bed,
wardrobes on each side and
overhead storage, plus direct
access to the bathroom. The
rear living area has a dinette
in a slide, a sofa and an enter-
tainment center. The kitchen
contains a large pantry and
ample counter space.

Exterior Length...
Exterior Width....
Interior Height

Exterior Heigh
Freshwater Cap..
Black/Gray-Water Cap.
LP-Gas Cap....

UVW, Base

Hitch \Weight.

..106 gal.
..32 gal./32 gal.

www.starcraftrv.com
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Forest River Alpha Wolf 2800-L

The double-master-bedroom layout makes the Forest River
Alpha Wolf 29DQ-L somewhat of a unicorn in the travel trailer
realm. It is certainly difficult but clearly not impossible to find
two queen beds situated at opposite ends of a trailer. The rear
bedroom has a wardrobe, overhead cabinets and underbed
storage. The front bedroom has a walk-around bed with
wardrobes and nightstands on either side. An exterior entrance
toward the front accesses the bathroom, and a second
entrance toward the rear leads to the main living space. Both
have upgraded stability steps. The sofa and U-shaped dinette

are in a slide opposite the kitchen, which contains a large
pantry and stainless-steel refrigerator, range and microwave.
Solar-panel and backup-camera prep, and a tire-pressure
monitoring system are available as upgrades.

Exterior Length.......ccooevevvvevceicien, '
Exterior Width....
Interior Height....
Exterior Height ...
Freshwater Cap...........
Black/Gray-Water Cap.
LP-Gas Cap......ccoerveemreererreeerrnae

www.forestriverinc.com

3,140 Ibs. Sleeps 3 adults.
Tow with a well-equipped SUV.

For More Features, Specs, and a Virtual Tour
or Call

TRAILER LIFE / OCTOBER 2018

1,993 Ibs. Sleeps 2 adults.
Tow with a small SUV or Crossover.

630 Ibs. Sleeps 2 adults.
Tow with just about anything.

L

LITTLE GUY
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Never Miss the Big Game—

Small footprint is perfect
for RV living!

Enjoy DISH® Pay As You Go Programming
with the Wally Receiver!

DISH Wally® HD Satellite Receiver #87758 Club SALE $79.99 Reg. $89.99 With DISH® Pay As You Go
programming*:
e Pay only for the months you use
USER-FRIENDLY FEATURES! « Compatible with all DISH-specific
e Works with any DISH® satellite o Easy access to your favorite apps antennas and most mobile satellite
antenna to bring you Pay As You Go and streaming content like Netflix antennas
Programming (requires streaming membership ¢ Only DISH lets you watch your favorite
e Radio frequency remote can be used and Wi-Fi Adapter) shows in HD
inside or outside the RV, through the o Additional Wally™ accessories * No charge to start or stop monthly
wall up to 200 ft. away available including: Bluetooth adapter service
* Locate your missing remote with the and headphones, Wi-Fi adapter and * Programming for as little as $34.99
remote finder additional remotes per month!

Hurry, offer expires September 30, 2018. Call Camping World at 1.877.793.4801 to activate your DISH programming!

*Important Terms and Conditions: All prices, fees, charges, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice.

Installation/Equipment Requirements: Monthly fees and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. All charges, including monthly programming, pay-per-view and equipment
upgrades, must be paid in advance; failure to pay by due date will lead to service disconnection within 24 hours. Miscellaneous: Offers available for new and qualified former customers. Offers
subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. Taxes or reimbursement charges for state gross earnings taxes may apply. Additional restrictions may apply.

CAMPING WORLD d:sh

SuperCenters Nationwide | 1.877.793.4801 | CampingWorld.com /shop AUTHORIZED RETAILER

Dish Network, Circle 103 on Reader Service Card

CW059665_Octl8-TL
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Cloaking a stored RV with the right cover protects the exterior finish from
exposure to the elements and keeps it looking its finest - sy serry smin

S
A S

tatlstlcs show that RVs are stored for long periods
of time. While you might imagine your RV is relatively
safe from theft or vandalism during the off-season,
it's actually under constant attack by the sneakiest
vandal of all — nature — which bakes it with ultra-
V|olet rays and attacks it with moisture. This is why
you need an RV cover to stand guard and protect
your investment.

UV rays are one of the biggest hazards an un-
protected RV faces. Prolonged exposure to direct
sunlight breaks down the paint, gelcoat and vinyl
graphics, but there’s more at stake than a dull finish
on a once-bright surface. Paint protects the surface
underneath, whether metal or fiberglass. Once
the paint goes, the surface underneath begins to
degrade. UV rays also turn plastic and soft rubber
parts dry, brittle and discolored.

= WISE INVESTMENT

According to the RV Industry Association, RV owners are likely to spend an
average of three to four weeks in their RV annually. That's a lot of downtime
for an RV, which can benefit from being properly stored and covered.
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Then there’s the effect the environment has on
the roof. Sealants on an unprotected roof degrade
faster, and the dreaded black streaks can form on
the sides of the RV, which can be devilishly difficult
to remove. As the sealants degrade, leaks can
develop...and you know the rest.

It's important for a cover to be vented, or include
panels made of a breathable fabric, to prevent
moisture from getting trapped underneath. Cheap
plastic tarps, typically found in hardware and home-
improvement stores, promote mold, mildew and rust,
not to mention the fact that the tarp can abrade the
RV and cause serious damage. A good cover will have
vents to release trapped moisture and a top made of
a fabric like Tyvek, which lets moisture out but keeps
water from getting in. A good cover also includes a
padded underside, which, properly used, will not be
abrasive to the RV surface. Most covers are available
in models designed for specific climates, such as heat
and bright sun, or snow and constant rain.



PHOTOS: MANUFACTURERS

The fit is as important as the fabric. A loose-
fitting cover can billow, making installation a
hassle. It can also flap in windy conditions, rubbing
the paint and roof, causing damage, and snagging
and tearing the fabric on sharp corners. Covers
come in semi-custom sizes, cut to approximately
the dimensions of an RV, or are custom made
specifically to a set of measurements you provide.
Be sure to measure the RV yourself, and do not
rely upon model numbers from the manufacturer.
Because a snug fit results in stress in some areas,
the best covers come with reinforced corners.

RV covers are secured by straps running
underneath from side to side, and across the
front and back. Weighted toss bags let you slide
the loose end of the straps under the RV. Some
covers come with these, but you can use almost
anything that can be tied to the end of the strap.
For extra points, train your dog to crawl under the
RV trailing the strap for a treat on the other side.

Even the best RV cover will wear out in time,
but there’s no point in hurrying the process.
Before installing a cover, go on the roof and
sweep off any debris that could scratch the paint
when the cover is snugged down. Even though

you vacation every year, gravity never does, so
make sure you're wearing nonslip shoes.
Fold down or remove any antennas, and make

ADCO
Featuring design aesthetics that
mimic the graphics on contem-
porary RVs, Designer Series
Tyvek + Wind is ADCO’s flagship
all-climate cover. It features a
Tyvek roof panel, zippered doors,
weighted toss-under buckles,

and front, rear and bottom straps.

A patented internal strap system
ensures a snug fit that minimizes
the fabric moving in the wind, and
the top and bottom have extra
reinforcements. Each Designer
Series cover comes with four
Travel Tyre Gards with a rear-fas-
tending system. MSRP: $250 to
$500. Three-year warranty.

Four-layer Storage Lot covers
are made for travel trailers and,
true to their name, are designed
specifically for storage-lot envi-
ronments — but, of course, you
can use them elsewhere. The
durable polypropylene covers
have extra reinforcements and
come with air vents to prevent
mildew and mold, locking
buckles to prevent slippage and
rain-gutter protectors. MSRP:
$200 to $350. Two-year warranty.

sure there are no exposed sharp edges from
solar panels and other accessories. Use pool
noodles or shop rags to cover sharp edges on
the roof. Sharp edges along the bottom of the RV
should be smoothed out where they can make
contact with the cover. Tape a few shop rags or an
old T-shirt over them, and use adhesive remover
to get rid of the tape adhesive later.

Tire covers are equally important for
protection against the elements. Trailer tires
are made with chemicals added to the rubber
compound that fight UV, but they don’t last
forever. Also, the tires on the sunny side of a
parked RV are subject to more exposure than
those on the shady side and might deteriorate
sooner. Clean the tires with warm soapy water
before you cover them. Avoid tire dressings with
alcohol, petroleum distillates or silicone.

Most cover manufacturers sell repair kits
to patch rips or holes. If repair is not possible,
balance the expense of a new cover against the
damage it prevents to your RV, and the numbers
come out in your favor every time.

Here’s a roundup of some of the most popular
RV covers for towables. There’s sure to be one
among them that will make your rig wake up
from its storage slumber bright-eyed and ready
for the open road.

CalMark
CalMark covers are custom made to the RV's
measurements, and the company can make
a cover for any RV. Made of Sunbrella-brand
woven acrylic, a breathable fabric that resists
water, mold and mildew, these covers have

a high UV rating and are nonabrasive to
protect the finish underneath. Pictured here
is the Taxa Outdoors Cricket cover featuring
FSR (fabric stress reinforcement), which is
designed to support the material, offsetting
the weight of snow, wind and the sides of

the cover. All seams are double-stitched for
strength, and the cover has a zippered entry
door. Repair/reinforcement kit containing
extra fabric patches and glue are included.
MSRP: From $550. Six-year warranty.
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Camco

Made with a top layer of breathable DuPont Tyvek, the Ultra Shield Toy
Hauler Cover uses ultrasonic welded seams that make it 40 percent stronger
than other covers, according to the company. The cover, made by Camco for
Camping World, is held in place by elastic corners, front and rear cinching
straps and an underbelly strapping system. Features include zippered entry
doors, side panels for air circulation, a ladder cover and gutter protectors.

A patch kit is included. MSRP: $484.99. Three-year warranty.

Classic Accessories

PermaPro Deluxe covers have adjustable front and rear tension panels and elasti-
cized hem corners for a custom-type fit. An air-vent system and quick-drying ripstop
fabric are said to decrease wind stress, repel water and let inside moisture out. Long
zipper pulls reduce the need for a ladder, and an integrated strap attachment and
weighted toss bag eliminate crawling under the RV to install tension straps. Zippered
panels allow entry to the RV doors and give access to all four sides of the RV to reach
storage compartments. MSRP: $171.95 to $717.95. Lifetime warranty.

DIY TIP HOW TO COVER YOUR RV

There are several ways to
get the cover onto the roof
of your rig. The first is to
hang onto the ladder with
one hand and haul up the
front end of the cover in the
other hand. Obviously, this
can be hazardous. So, a safer
way is to tie a loop of rope
around the cover and pull it
up from the roof.

Lay out the cover
lengthwise in front of the
RV, with the back or rear end
of the cover facing the front
of the RV. Tie a rope around
gathered material and throw
the rope up to the roof. Then
haul the cover up from front

to back on the roof, and
finish unfolding the cover
over the sides. Take your
time positioning the cover,
and don't get distracted
and forget you're 10 or 15
feet from a hard landing.
A helper on the ground to
handle the bottom edge of
the cover is a good idea.
Check the cover where
it goes over the gutter
downspouts, steps, body
moldings, door corners or
anything else that could
snag and tear it. 1) Carefully
drape the cover over the
sides of the RV. 2) Run the
straps underneath to

Like the PermaPro Deluxe, PolyPro 3 covers come with adjustable tension panels,
elasticized hem corners and an air vent, as well as an integrated rope-attachment
system and a toss bag. The triple-ply top and single-ply sides protect against rain,
snow, dirt, nicks and scratches. Made for travel trailers and toy haulers, the covers
have zippered panels that allow access to the RV's doors. MSRP: $187.95 to $524.95.
Three-year warranty.

SkyShield covers have a bonded, tear-resistant Tyvek top for UV and water
protection, and ripstop sides for all-season use. Zippered side and rear panels give
access to storage compartments. Elasticized hem corners and adjustable front and
rear tension panels provide a snug fit, and the panels spread stress during windy
conditions, according to the company. An air vent is said to lessen wind lofting and
interior moisture buildup. Long zipper pulls reduce the need for a ladder. The cover
has a weighted puck-toss system. MSRP: $684.95 to $894.95. Four-year warranty.

F

the other side and attach
the buckles. You might need
to do some fine-tuning as
you cinch down the straps,
keeping an eye out for
potential snags.

When you're through, 2
the cover should fit closely
without drooping or billow-
ing. Attach the end straps
the same way and tighten.
Securely tie off the extra
straps when you're done,
as flapping straps can do
damage and cause the cover
to loosen.

MORE ONLINE: For additional how-to tips on covering an RV, check out the
PermaPro and Elements RV cover videos on our YouTube channel, TrailerLifeDIY.

32 TRAILER LIFE / OCTOBER 2018

PHOTOS: BOB DAWSON



ILLUSTRATION: BILL TIPTON

Coverking
The Deluxe Premium 5th Wheel Universal cover provides all-season protection
against snow, rain and hail with breathable 600-denier polyester and double-
stitched seams to prevent tearing. The cover has top curtain air vents designed
to prevent moisture buildup and an easy-access zippered door flap. Adjustable
quick-release buckles hold it in place, and lock grommets are incorporated into
the bottom of the skirt cover. MSRP: $349.99 to $549.99. One-year warranty.

Eevelle

Goldline RV covers are made with
marine-grade Marinex, a heavy-duty
7-ounce true loom-woven polyester
constructed of 600-by-300-denier
filament yarns with a 99-thread count.
They're coated with Durapel UV inhibitor
and an antimicrobial finish for mildew
resistance. Microporous film allows
breathability, and zippered panels with
anti-scratch sleeves give access to all
entry points. Integrated marine-grade
XT straps with quick-release buckles
are included, along with a toss bag,
adjustable rear and side reinforced
tension flags, a ladder cap, re-
inforcement patch and storage

duffel bag. MSRP: $350 to

$500. Five-year warranty.

S2 Expedition RV covers
include rooftops made of ma-

rine-grade fabric for maximum
water resistance. Full-height

zippers around the entire cover allow
access to any part of the vehicle, and a
microporous film provides breathability.
Heavy-duty reinforced corners with

a sewn-in shock-cord hem, quick-
release buckles for easy installation and
removal, and a multipoint strap system
for a snug fit in windy conditions are
standard. Expedition covers come in
sizing increments of 2 feet and feature
reflective panels for safety at night. The
company claims the cover blocks 99
percent of UVA and UVB rays. MSRP:
$275 to $395. Three-year warranty.

TRAILER-COVER SAVER

This 10-Minute Tech tip from David
Acton of Oak Harbor, Washington, was
originally published in the October
2017 issue. It's such a a clever way to
protect the edges of an RV cover, we're
reprinting it:

= In the directions for my travel trailer's
Tyvek cover, it indicates that the cover
should not come in contact with sharp
corners to prevent it from tearing and
to keep from voiding the warranty. Nat-
urally, all the lower corners of my trailer
are sharp. After experimenting with
different things, | made an inexpensive
and effective solution.

1 collected a couple of disposable
plastic food containers, the kind that
sliced sandwich meat comes in from
the grocery store. | cut off the top lip of
each container with a box cutter, then
used scissors to cut each one diagonally
to make two corner protectors and
tossed out the middle part. | trimmed
the jagged cuts to make them smooth.

Using two pieces of hook-and-loop
fastener for each corner, | attached the
loop portions to the bottom corners of
the trailer and the hook portions to the
inside of the plastic containers so they
align. I then attached the plastic corner
pieces over the corners of the trailer.

These corner protectors weigh only
a few grams, are easy to attach and
remove, and work great. I've used them
for years on all four bottom corners,
plus the bumper corners.
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JACK-IT ...

Ever wished you could see your bikes from your rear view
mirror as you tow your travel or cargo trailer down the
road? Now you can with the Jack-IT® double bike carrier
from Let’s Go Aero. The Jack-IT’s innovative frame design
installs over the tongue jack on the trailer’s A-Frame, the softest riding area on
the frame. The BikeWing™ carrier holds two bikes safely, securely and simply
by the wheels. The adjustable wheel cradles and SwayStop™ straps secure
the bike wheels to the bike carrier for a secure ride. Only 25 pounds, the Jack-
IT is the perfect bike carrier for the active RVer.

FEATURES

e Fits all bike frames

e Total product weight of 25 pounds
* 80-pound carrying capacity

* Will not void chassis warranty

e Fits most A-Frame travel and
cargo trailers

BUWMIP-IT

Bring your hikes anywhere
with the Bump-IT accessory.

The Bump-IT™ accessory is a must-have for any
Jack-IT® bike rack owner. The Bump-IT gives
Jack-IT owners the freedom of transporting

their bikes with them wherever they go. With this
simple accessory, Jack-IT owners can simply
remove the BikeWing from the Jack-IT and
attach it to the Bump-IT accessory on their tow
vehicle. When it’s time to leave the campsite,
simply reattach the BikeWing to the Jack-IT,

and you’re ready to go.

* Frees up the travel trailer’s rear hitch/
cargo area

* PowerTower frame protects tongue
jack from impact

e Supports bikes by their wheels for
balance, stability and ease of use

Bump-IT™ stick in hitch

BikeWing™ added

ODOO® ivvericomponentscon

TRAILER LIFE / OCTOBER 2018

PRODUCT ROUNDUP /
RV COVERS

Elements

Sold exclusively at Camping World,
All-Climate covers provide triple-layer
protection against sun, snow, rain and
black streaks. Each cover includes four
reinforced roof-panel handles to help
position it on the RV, grommets that
won't rust or corrode, breathable poly-
propylene fabric on the side and end
panels, and six Tyvek gutter protectors
to prevent tears on sharp edges. Front,
rear and side vents allow airflow, and
zippered panels offer entry and access
to storage areas. MSRP: From $164.99.
Two-year warranty.

Water-repellent Premium covers are
made of a durable poly-oxford fabric, a
lightweight material for easier handling
and coverage. The covers feature mesh
vents for better ventilation. Each cover
has four reinforced roof-panel handles
for positioning, and reinforced buckles
and straps that are said to resist rip-out.
An elastic insert and adjustable straps
on the front and rear panels give a
secure fit, and reinforced vinyl front
and rear bumper panels provide extra
wear protection. Camping World claims
Premium covers store down to half the
size of its All-Climate covers. MSRP:
$369.99. Two-year warranty.

SOURCES

ADCO, www.adcoprod.com

CalMark, www.calmarkcovers.com

Camco, www.camco.net

Camping World (Camco and Elements)
www.campingworld.com

Classic Accessories, www.classicaccessories.com
Coverking, www.coverking.com

Eevelle, www.eevelle.com



RV TRIP PLANNING GUIDE

Landing the perfect

by phone rather than
online may pay off.
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WHERE TO

NEXT?

The secret to planning successful RV trips
1s simple: make campground reservations,
book bucket-list experiences and leave
plenty of time for road-trip kismet

- by Stephanie and Jeremy Puglisi

EPIC CAMPSITE

waterfront spot can take
planning, perseverance
and deep pockets. Booking

- peak seasons.

_ _-.__d_etails like the quirky hours-of a craft
==——brewery ordiscounted weekday tickets
= ata museum. We've found that trying to

Vers love planning trips. Think

for a moment about the endless
and exciting possibilities. There are
countless must-see destinations across
North America, and thousands of RV
parks and public campgrounds. When
RV enthusiasts strike up a friendly con-
versation, it's never long before they're
swapping travel recommendations
and campground reviews. For many
seasoned RVers, their favorite question
is, “Where to next?”

Now, some folks might have the
notion that RV travel is all about spon-
taneity. You hitch up your rig and hit the
road with nothing but a full tank of fuel
and a love of adventure. It's a nice idea
in theory, but in reality, a completely
unplanned RV trip can lead to stress
and disappointment. After all, RVing
is more popular than ever right now,
and many campsites are booked a year
or more in advance, especially during

Making plans in advance
" not only confirms you'll have
place to stay, it lets

achieve balance works best: plan ahead
_but leave plenty of room for spontaneous
experiences and relaxation.

KNOW YOURSELE...

AND YOUR BUDGET

Remember all those options that were
available when you were RV shopping?
Whether you bought a teardrop trailer
with a wet bath or a luxury fifth-wheel
with massaging theater seats, you had to
figure out what you wanted from the RV
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experience. Similarly, before
planning any trips, you should
have a good idea of your
personal travel style and what
you are looking to get from an
RV vacation.

The most important thing
to know is how many hours
you are comfortable driving
on any given day. If you like to
drive no more than five hours
at a stretch, choose locations
that are closer to home or
plan plenty of interesting
stops along the route. If you're
a road warrior who can clock
12 hours behind the wheel
without stopping for a cup
of coffee, it'll be much easier
to reach those far-away
destinations.

THE BEST RV
TRIPS HAPPEN
WHEN WE PICK
A DESTINATION
THAT SUITS THE
SEASON AND
OUR MOQOD.

Another point to consider
is how often you like to break
camp. Travel days can be
tiring with all the packing,
hitching up and driving, and
then setting up at a new
campground. Some folks
are happiest doing this only
one time on an RV trip and
opt for single-destination
travel. Others love to see
as many places as possible
on a trip and will relocate
every few days.

We love picking a few
destinations within a region
and staying at each place for
three or four nights. However,
we know plenty of others
who are content to spend
an entire two-week vacation
at a single RV resort. Finding
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your own rhythm will make
those RV trips as amazing
as you always dreamed they
would be.

Finally, you have to know
your budget. There is no such
thing as the average cost of
an RV vacation. Expenses vary
tremendously depending on
how far you drive, the desti-
nations you visit and the types
of campgrounds you book.
Remember that the more you
drive, the more you will spend
on fuel, and that can be a
big expense when hauling
a large RV with a powerful
tow vehicle.

To complicate things
further, campground costs
are all over the map. We've
paid $20 a night for a remote
state-park campsite with no
hookups and $120 a night for
a waterfront-resort site with a
custom stone firepit. You can
plan an RV trip at virtually any
price point, but you'll likely be
happier if you aren’t blowing
the family budget.

CHOOSE THE
IDEAL DESTINATION
If you want to plan a truly
memorable RV vacation, you
have to pick a destination
that ticks off all your travel
boxes. Of course, people
rave about the beauty of the
Grand Canyon, but if you hate
heat, crowds and hiking, it's
probably not a good choice
for your summer trip.
To limit our choices,
we usually decide on the

type of destination first. For
instance, we'll pick between the
beach, the mountains, the city or
the tourist attraction. We'll decide
whether we want to be active, take
it easy or a combination of both.
We'll discuss whether we want it
to be an educational trip for our
kids or just a chance to relax and
unwind as a family. Then we’ll look
at the options within our preferred
traveling distance.

Top: Campgrounds
at public parks often
have spacious and
secluded sites,
perfect for outdoor
meals. Above:
Full-service RV
resorts, like the Yogi
Bear’s Jellystone Park
pictured here, offer
on-site activities
such as mini golf.

One of our favorite things about the RV lifestyle is that
we can comfortably enjoy any type of destination, whether
it's Olympic National Park or the Big Apple. The best RV
trips happen when we pick a destination that suits the

season and our mood.

There are so many online resources these days, but the go-to restaurant
resource during our travels is still Roadfood by Jane and Michael Stern.
This is a classic guidebook, now in its 10th edition, and we have a well-
worn copy that lives in our RV. The book’s recommendations have given
us countless extraordinary food experiences over the years, and we
consider it an RV travel crime to miss eating at an official Roadfood joint
when in the area. If you are traveling on a tight budget or with kids, try
to visit recommended restaurants for lunch rather than dinner. You'll
save a ton of money and have a more relaxed experience.

ER'S QUIDE
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FIND THE
PERFECT CAMPGROUND
Once we decide on a destination,
we dive into campground research.
Finding the most suitable campground
is more of an art than a science,
simply because everyone has different
ideals. While there is no such thing
as one perfect campground for all of
us, there are perfect campgrounds for
you. With a bit of research and recon-
naissance, you can find them.

It's important to know the
basic amenities that you want in a
campground. Some RVers prefer
a huge site with no hookups and a
whole lot of peace and quiet. Others
are looking for a heated swimming
pool, modern playground and planned
activities. Well-reviewed resorts, no
matter how lovely, will not be a good
fit if you prefer rustic state parks.
It's important to seek out recom-
mendations and reviews, but then
do your due diligence to find your
own campsite nirvana. And if you're
traveling with a pet, never forget to
double-check campground policies.

When making reservations,
remember that even the best camp-
grounds have some less-than-ideal
campsites. Everyone loves the con-
venience of online booking, but we
believe that calling the campground

e

Massey's Landingin‘Millsboro, Delaware,'i' 1
equipment such:as'standup-paddleboards; kayaks, canoes and pedal boats.

and discussing our preferences
often lands us the best sites. Not
every campground will guarantee
a particular campsite, but we take
advantage when they do.

PLAN THE
BEST ITINERARY
There’s a well-worn joke about
folks needing vacations to recover
from their vacations. We actually
think RV travel is uniquely suited for
combining fun and adventure with
rest and relaxation. This is on account
of two things: traveling with all the
comforts of home and enjoying the
benefits of campground culture.
While we love to get out and
explore new destinations, we
schedule plenty of downtime at the
campground. This works perfectly for
our family and seems to be a tried-
and-true strategy of seasoned RVers.
We generally look to plan a
single outing or excursion per day,
whether it’s a hike, a guided kayaking
tour or a visit to the local botanical
garden. This means we don’t rush
from one thing to the next, and
we never get burned out halfway
through our trip. It also allows room
to squeeze in unexpected finds or
recommendations. We're pretty sure
one of the reasons we have such

eof many-RV resorts that rent recreational

QUESTIONS
WHEN CHOOSING
A CAMPGROUND

1. Can my RV fit in the campsite?

2. Does it have the hookups | want (water,
electric, sewer, cable)?

3. Does it have the bathhouse features
1 want (flush toilets, hot showers,
reputation for cleanliness)?

4, Does it have the amenities and activ-
ities | enjoy (playground, swimming
pool, laundry, Wi-Fi)?

5. How far is it from the area attractions
1 plan to visit?

QUESTIONS
WHEN CHOOSING
A CAMPSITE

1. Do | want a back-in or pull-through
campsite?

2 Do | want to be near or far from
the pool, playground, pet area or
bathhouse?

3. Can I hear road noise from the site?

4. Does a lot of campground traffic pass
the site?

5. Is the campsite shaded or sunny?
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unforgettable vacations is that we're that all the tours of Alcatraz Island
always asking locals and fellow RVers  are booked or that they needed to
for suggestions. enter the permit lottery to visit parts
Before we arrive at any vacation of Zion National Park. We'll never
destination, we make a list of must- forget the time we tried to bring our
do activities and attractions for the children to the top of the Washington
trip. We research days and hours Monument only to find the reservation
of operation in advance, and make system had been changed. We don’t
sure to buy tickets for anything that make that mistake anymore. Do your
requires reservations. So many people  homework and don’t miss out for lack
are devastated when they find out of planning.

T

Top to bottom: Coveted sites in public
campgrounds have become more challenging
to reserve, particularly during peak seasons.
Taking shoulder-season trips makes for
quieter camping experiences and a better
chance of having the beach to yourselves.

MORE FREEDOM.

Long distances, harsh elements, and fluctuating ; : i prar
fuel prices are just some of the challengesyou 1 o be researching destinations, camp-
and your truck face. Be ready with a range- \ grounds and attractions, but there
maximizing fuel tank system from Transfer Flow. N BB TANKS are a few other (perhaps less exciting)
items that should be on your trip-
planning checklist as well.

The most important of these
might be planning the route. When
towing an RV, you want to make
sure not to end up on a road with
low clearances, steep inclines or
narrow passes. Many of us rely on
smartphone navigation for everyday
driving directions. When planning an
RV trip, take the time to plot your route
in advance, and download maps and

t 7 TRANSFER FLOW, INC. Wﬂﬂ\@“? directions so they are available even

. The Leader in Aftermarket Fuel Tank Systims " if you lose cellular service.
We Fuel Your Adventures. LARGER REPLACEMENT FUEL TANKS You should also look for resources
that help with finding RV-friendly gas
f vy @ stations and rest stops. Apps like Next
Exit and GasBuddy offer information

MAP THE RIGHT ROUTE
The best part of trip planning might

N

When your truck can tow a 22,000 Ib. trailer
across the country without breaking a sweat,
don’t compromise the performance or quality
of your fuel system with a lightweight plastic
container. Transfer Flow fuel tanks are made
from high quality American-made aluminized

steel and aluminum diamond plate. TOOLBOX AND

REFUELING TANK
To find the fuel tank that best fits your needs, COMBOS
call or visit our website at transferflow.com.
Spend less time at the fuel pump, and
more time on the road!

*
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about nearby gas stations, including
fuel prices and crowd-sourced photos.
We love the myPilot app, which gives
information about Pilot and Flying J
stations, many of which have dedicated
RV gas lanes, propane for sale and
dump stations.

GET READY TO GO
Nothing can ruin the vibe of a great
vacation more than an emergency
maintenance issue with your tow
vehicle or RV. Planning ahead will
give you the best chance of arriving
at your destination without incident.
We always double-check our tow
vehicle in advance, making sure any
scheduled maintenance has been
addressed, including oil, other fluids
and brakes. We take care of our travel
trailer, regularly maintaining the
axles, wheel bearings and tires. Our
trip-planning checklist extends to a
review of auto and RV insurance and
roadside-assistance policies.

Lastly, you need to plan ahead
for your sticks-and-bricks abode.
Advances in smartphone technology
offer RVers the opportunity to keep
an eye on their homes, even while
thousands of miles away. If you don’t
have an app that lets you turn interior
and exterior lights on and off remotely,
set some timers on them. Make ar-
rangements to pause newspaper
delivery, have the post office hold your
mail, and ask a neighbor or friend to
check on the house periodically and
remove those unwanted flyers left at
the front door.

CROWDSOURCED
STRATEGIES

= Social media has opened the

doors to getting recommendations
from other travelers. We check RV-
park reviews on the Good Sam Club
website and other sources. Before
visiting a destination, we love looking
for inspiration on Instagram. We follow
local convention and visitor bureaus’
social-media sites, along with those of
nearby national and state parks. This
gives us ideas for popular regional
attractions and off-the-beaten-track
gems. We also follow local hashtags to
find the trendiest dining and shopping
destinations.

The RV industry has exploded in
the past few years, and that means
it's more important than ever to do at
least a bit of trip planning before you
hit the open road with your rig. Last
year we witnessed RVers being turned
away at more than one campground
office simply because there were no
sites available. Booking your stay in
advance will make sure that doesn't
happen to you.

Pilot Flying )

is known for its
RV-friendly fuel
stations, and the
myPilot app maps
them all. The app
is handy for finding
fuel prices, making
cardless fill-ups

at the pump and
tracking rewards.

mypilot

BEST PORTABLE CLOTHES
WASHER IN THE WORLD!

HAND-POWERED + NON-ELECTRIC . ECO-FRIENDLY

i
\
e

1. Add water & detergent

will

MADE IN THE USA

4. Amazing cleaning power

Woatch our brief video at
lavariowasher.com
or call 860-599-1300

LAVARIO

PORTABLE CLOTHES WASHER

NOW AVAILABLE FOR
IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT!
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PULLING

POWER

No matter what tow vehicle you
drive, one common denominator
many of us share is that secret
wish for just a little bit more power.
It doesn’t matter whether you're
driving a new or old pickup and
hauling a lightweight trailer, a
heavy fifth-wheel or a truck camper.
Having a few more ponies under the
hood always inspires a certain level
of driver confidence and superiority.
_ Gaining power from an engine

‘A

THIRTY-FIVE AFTERMARKET UPGRADES TO
UNLEASH YOUR TOW VEHICLE'S FULL POTENTIAL

isn’'t rocket science. Gas or diesel,
an engine is just an air pump.

Get more air and fuel into it,

and performance increases. It's
as simple as that. The limiting
factor with today’s computer-
controlled engines is finding

ways to improve air and fuel flow
while staying within the working
parameters of computerized engine
management systems and regula-
tions for vehicle emissions.

!

HELPING GAS

ENGINES BREATHE

On the gasoline side, performance
products that improve airflow through
the engine are predominately grouped
around the air-filter system and
exhaust side. Aftermarket cold-air
intake (CAI) kits can improve airflow
over a factory setup by providing
less-restrictive piping and placing the
air intake in a more desirable location
to get the coldest air. Performance
CAls usually come with a larger filter
and/or filter material that allows more
flow than the typical stock replace-
ment. When upgrading the CAl on gas
and diesel engines, it's not uncommon
to see power gains from 10 to 20
horsepower.

Flowing more air on the exhaust
side is easily accomplished by
replacing restrictive exhaust
manifolds with headers that suck
exhaust out of each cylinder in the
most efficient manner possible
and swapping factory catalytic
converters and “cat-back” exhausts
with ones that are larger in
diameter and freer flowing yet
still emissions-compliant.

If one is really intent on
improving power, modifications to
the internals and injection system

-
“are necessary. Among the most
_popular are aftermarket camshafts

and superchargers that help flow
more air and fuel. Such products
require a high degree of mechanical
skill to install and a bigger

monetary investment than simply

bolting on a CAl or aftermarket
exhaust in one’s garage.

BOOSTING

“[f TURBO-DIESEL POWER

Turbo-diesels have a wider latitude
of power improvers because, in

_addition to the turbol(s), they have

nearly three times more piping than
a gasoline engine. They also have

a much broader operating range

in the air-fuel ratio than a gasoline
engine. Flow more fuel into a diesel




- by Bruce W. Smith
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The Ram-Air Cold Air
Intake System has an
aerodynamic shape that
eliminates restrictions
and a filter that flows
more freely than the stock
version. Enclosed housing
keeps out hot air while
inhaling cooler, denser
outside air. Installing the
appropriate kit on the
2011 to 2016 6.7-liter
Power Stroke can increase

BANKS POWER

The Techni-Cooler Inter-
cooler with Boost Tubes
improves power, durability
and fuel economy by
increasing air density and
minimizing loss of boost
between the turbo and
intake manifold on 2011 to
2016 GM 6.6-liter Duramax
HDs. It's bigger than stock
in every respect, from boost
tubes to the core to the all-

AEM FILTERS

AEM claims 2011 to 2012
GM Duramax HDs can gain
14 horsepower and more
torque with the installation
of the Brute Force Cold
Air Intake, which replaces
the restrictive stock air
filter and intake housing.
The CAl uses a tuned and
dyno-tested aerodynamic
tube and housing to hold

AFE POWER

The Momentum GT Intake
System can add up to 16
horsepower and 18 Ls-FT

of torque to 2014 to 2016
6.4-liter Hemi-powered Ram
2500/3500 trucks, according
to aFe. This CAD-designed
CAl system is roto-molded
from a heat-resistant, cross-
linked polyethylene material
to ensure the coolest air-

a washable, oil-free air
filter that's said to be good
for 100,000 miles between

intake charge available
and a filter-to-housing
interface for a perfect fit.

aluminum end tanks. Inter-
coolers are also available
for Ford and Cummins.

air-intake flow by 26 percent
for increased power, better
fuel economy and reduced

cleanings. MSRP: $554.29. MSRP: $480. MSRP: $1,595. EGT. MSRP: $369.

BD DIESEL PERFORMANCE

BD Diesel is known for offering a range of 48-state-legal Turbo Kits designed to
provide more power while keeping towing EGT down by delivering ample air to the
supplied fuel flow. Featuring BorgWarner turbos, kits cover Duramax, Cummins and
Power Strokes through 2018 and come with all the parts needed. MSRP: From $1,600.

Boosting overall performance and throttle response,
High-Flow Exhaust Manifolds are designed to effi-
ciently transfer heat and improve exhaust flow to the
turbo for 2007.5 to 2018 6.7-liter Cummins engines.
Close-tolerance slip joints and thick walls allow for
heat expansion and contraction. MSRP: From $479.

PHOTOS: BRUCE W. SMITH AND MANUFACTURERS

BULLETPROOF DIESEL

More power in diesels means more heat,

and that places a bigger load on the cooling
system. Billet Water Pumps replace the stock
units on 6.0/6.4-liter Ford engines, and come
with upgraded bearings and an all-billet impeller
that replaces the plastic stock version. MSRP:
From $334.95.

and pack more air into the intake
manifold, and it'll make consider-
ably more power than it would in

stock form.

To make your quest for a little
more towing power easier, we've
compiled a list of products designed
to boost later-model (2010 and
newer) pickup and SUV gas and
H-Core EGR Coolers, like this 6.7-liter Cummins
version, are designed to eliminate fatigue and
heat-related stress fractures that cause factory
coolers to fail. The interior tube design and TIG-
welded external seams allow the cooler to survive
more heating/cooling cycles. MSRP: $1,545.

diesel engine performance. Most
are 50-state legal; those that don't
meet that requirement are identified
below. Taking advantage of such
upgrades can help turn that wish for
more pulling ponies into reality.
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TOWING PERFORMANCE

DIESELSITE

Upgrading the factory turbo
compressor wheel on 2011 and
newer Ford 6.7-liter and Duramax
engines can be one of the biggest
improvers for faster throttle
response, higher turbo boost, improved fuel economy,
more horsepower and reduced EGT. The Wicked Wheel 2
billet compressor wheel is claimed to produce up to 60-
horsepower gains in some applications. MSRP: From $259.
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EDELBROCK

Optimizing boost, flow and performance,
Dodge/Ram E-Force Superchargers

are claimed to deliver 421 rear-wheel
horsepower and 441 L8-FT of trailer-
towing torque on 2009 to 2017 5.7-liter

Hemi-powered trucks. MSRP: $7,274.87.  MSRP: From $6,665.87.

FLOWMASTER MUFFLERS

The American Thunder Cat-Back Exhaust
System is claimed to improve throttle
response, fuel economy and power in 2011
to 2018 GM 2500/3500 gas-powered 6.0-
liter Crew Cab shortbeds. The single-
outside exhaust provides a moderate to
aggressive exhaust note to go with the
power benefits. MSRP: $891.72.

The Delta Boost Performance Tuner for
Ford’s 3.5-liter EcoBoost is a simple way
to gain up to 32 horsepower and 50 LB-FT
of torque. The 49-state-legal module
installs in-line with the boost sensor in the
factory harness. It's controlled by a down-
loadable Bluetooth app. MSRP: $347.99.

The Delta Force Performance Air Intake
can up the performance of 2009 to 2018
5.7-liter Hemi-powered Ram 1500s and
2013 to 2018 2500/3500s. Not yet approved
for sale or use in California, the kit includes
a large-diameter eight-layer cotton-gauze
air filter, a custom-fit air dam and a
high-flow intake tube. MSRP: $379.05.

GM E-Force Superchargers can
increase output up to 528 horsepower
and 496 -t of torque in 2007 to 2017
1500/2500/3500 trucks and SUVs,
according to Edelbrock. A handheld
programming module updates the ECU.

Nothing kills a diesel faster than
fuel contamination. The Fuel Filter/
Water Separator from DieselSite
provides protection from such a
catastrophe for the 6.7-liter Ford.
Fuel goes through a pair of 2-micron
filters, and a low-pressure drop forces water out of the
fuel. LED lights on the dash-mounted indicator inform the
driver when filters need to be drained and changed. DIY
installation is said to take 20 minutes. MSRP: From $699.

-
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For 2015 to 2017 F-150s, Ford E-Force
Superchargers are reported to boost
rear-wheel horsepower on 93-octane
gas to 533 horsepower and 482 LB-F1
torque. Kits are 50-state-legal when
used with the proper Edelbrock tune.
MSRP: $7,599.87.

HEDMAN
PERFORMANCE
GROUP

If you tow with a 5.4-
liter 2004 to 2010 F-150
and need more power,
Performance Exhaust
Headers are designed
to increase torque,
resulting in improved
towing performance.
The 82630-series
headers feature man-
drel-bent 1%2-inch-
diameter primary tubes
for optimum exhaust
flow and a claimed
precise fit to ensure
easy installation.
MSRP: From $550.

- INDUSTRIAL
. INJECTION
The Stage 1 Holset

. XR Turbo for 2007.5 to

- 2012 6.7-liter Cummins
engines is a replace-

. ment turbocharger

i upgraded with a larger,

. more efficient 60mm

. billet compressor wheel
- with seven extended-tip
. blades and a slim-nose
i design to increase

- airflow. The upgrade

- is claimed to add 30

- to 50 horsepower,

- lower EGT and improve

! throttle response.

- MSRP: $2,850.
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K&N FILTERS

The Ford Super Duty Cold Air
Intake for 2017 and newer
6.7-liter engines is an easy
upgrade to make more air

for more usable power

and acceleration. The kit,
which is not legal for sale

or use in California, directs
cooler, denser air through a
custom-molded air-intake
tube into the engine’s throttle
body, adding 11.4 horsepower.
MSRP: $346.99.

D)

The Ram Cold Air Intake
replaces the restrictive factory
air filter and air-intake tubing
while retaining the stock

air box. K&N claims the kit
improves throttle response

on the 2013 to 2015 6.7-liter
Cummins and gives it up to

a 14-horsepower increase.
MSRP: $410.99.

Installing the GM Cold Air
Intake on 2017 and newer HD
6.6-liter Duramax engines can
gain more than 15 horse-
power. The mandrel-bent
aluminum-tube air-induction
system dramatically reduces
airflow restrictions. Some K&N
77-Series air intakes are not
legal for sale or use in Califor-
nia and other states adopting
California emission standards,
while others are 50-state
legal. MSRP: $339.99.

MBRP AUTOMOTIVE

The Turbo Direct and Turbo Down-Pipes for the 2008

to 2016 Ford 6.4/6.7-liter Power Stroke and 2001 to 2015
6.6-liter Duramax engines optimize exhaust flow in and
out of the turbo. The direct-replacement kits are offered
in a 3- or 4-inch diameter for application-specific installa-

tions. MSRP: From $194.99.

MISHIMOTO AUTOMOTIVE

The 6.7-liter Cummins Intercooler Kit can improve airflow
and substantially decrease air-charge temperatures to
the intake on 2010 to 2012 6.7-liter diesels in Ram trucks,
enhancing engine performance and lowering towing EGT.

MSRP: $1,510.

The 6.6-liter Duramax LML Intercooler Kit includes
everything needed to improve airflow and boost pressure,
and decrease air-charge temperatures in 2011 to 2016
GM trucks at any power level. Like the Cummins Inter-
cooler, the Duramax direct drop-in replacement has

a lifetime warranty. MSRP: $1,575.

PACIFIC PERFORMANCE ENGINEERING

The High Flow Exhaust Manifolds and Up-Pipes Kit for
the 2011 to 2016 Duramax LML provides less restrictive
exhaust flow for greater power, faster turbo spool-up,
lower towing EGT, increased fuel economy and improved
overall system reliability, according to the company.

MSRP: $1,499.99.

DIY TIP
To maximize the power
potential of performance-
enhancing bolt-ons,
match up a 50-state-legal
programmer, such as the
Banks Power Six-Gun,
Superchips Dashpaq,
or Edge Evolution
CTS2 or EvoHT2
(pictured), to make the
appropriate timing and
fuel-injection rates.

PROCHARGER

The ProCharger Boost,

a bolt-on supercharger
system for 2015 to 2017
GM 2500 HDs, is claimed
to deliver 45 to 55 percent
power gains to the 6.0-
liter gas engines. The
high-efficiency design
creates 7 to 8 psi of boost
on 91/93-octane fuel. The
system is not legal for
sale or use in California.
MSRP: $6,598

The High-Output
Intercooled System
bolts on to 2011 to 2014
F-150 5.0-liter 4V engines
to deliver more than

a 50 percentincrease in
towing power and better
fuel economy, according
to ProCharger. The kit is
currently 49-state legal
for 2015 and newer;
2014 and older are EO-
or CARB-approved.
MSRP: $6,099.
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Park It 360, Circle 116 on Reader Service Card

B
B

TOWING PERFORMANCE

S&B FILTERS

Claimed to provide a 37.28 percent airflow improvement, the Ram
Cold Air Intake for 2014 to 2018 2500/3500 6.4-liter Hemi trucks is
designed with a huge air box and three large air inlets. It comes with
a cleanable cotton or extendable dry filter. MSRP: $299.

Positioning the filter intake box behind the front air inlet, the Power
Stroke Cold Air Intake for 2017 to 2018 6.7-liter diesels in Ford Super
Duty trucks flows nearly 60 percent better than the stock version,
according to S&B. Power Stroke and Ram kits are not legal in Califor-
nia and states adopting California emission standards. MSRP: $329.

Parkit360°

Move any trailer with our compact,
powerful, battery-powered trailer dolly.

N\
Simple forward & reverse B, R
thumb control rocker Vd
Won't tip, tilt or pivot with

Stablelock technology

Smart trailer
brakes option

Ability to freewheel

Y “5%‘_, "':'
“J“aj Ry ~l

Model shown (Force) supports: Tag-Along and Pintle
Transformer supports: Gooseneck, 5th Wheel, Tag-Along and Pintle

www.parkit360.com

1-888-926-5517
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EMISSIONS
REGULATIONS

Staying smog-compliant isn't difficult
with the types of modifications
mentioned here, as long as the
aftermarket products are exempt or
meet federal and/or California Air
Resources Board (CARB) certification
requirements for the state in which
your vehicle is licensed. Such exemp-
tions and certifications are usually
spelled out clearly on manufacturers’
websites and in published product
information.

S&S DIESEL MOTOSPORTS

CP4 high-pressure injection pumps are the
Achilles’ heel of the 2011 to 2016 Duramax
LML engine because of the potential

for failure that can take out the entire
injection system. The CP3 Conversion

Kit includes the hardware necessary to
replace the CP4 and is said to require

no tuning changes. MSRP: $2,500.

Ford 6.7-liter Power Strokes are also
known for CP4 injection-pump failures.
Although it can’t keep the CP4 from
failing, the CP4 Disaster Prevention Kit
reroutes the pump bottom-end flow back
to the tank and filters it to prevent debris
from getting to the rest of the system
and requiring expensive replacement

of injectors, rails and lines. MSRP: $360.

SINISTER DIESEL
Pitbull Series Turbos can maximize
acceleration and torque on 2007.5 to




2017 Cummins 6.7-liter diesel trucks.
The 49-state-legal drop-in replace-
ment features a seven-blade billet
compressor wheel and 70mm turbine
wheel, VSR high-speed balance,
amplified turbo noise and support for
up to 690 horsepower. MSRP: $2,995.

Featuring mandrel-bent aluminum
tubes and silicone couplers, Sinister’s
Cold Air Intakes provide maximum
strength, airflow and heat dissipation.
The blue powder-coated CAls are
available for 2011 to 2016 GM HDs,
1999 to 2018 Power Strokes and 2004.5
to 2018 Cummins. MSRP: From $299.

r‘m NS
The 49-state-legal TIG-welded
Intercooler Charge Pipe Kit improves
airflow through the intercooler,
improving power and lowering EGT
in high-stress uses such as towing.
Hot- and cold-side pipes are available
together or individually for 1999.5 to
2017 Power Stroke, 2004.5 to 2012
Cummins and 2011 to 2016 Duramax
engines. MSRP: From $199.

RESOURCES

AEM Filters, www.aemfilters.com

aFe Power, www.afepower.com

Banks Power, www.bankspower.com

BD Diesel Performance, www.dieselperformance.com
BulletProof Diesel, www.bulletproofdiesel.com
Edelbrock, www.edelbrock.com

DieselSite, www.dieselsite.com

Flowmaster Mufflers, www.flowmastermufflers.com
Hedman Performance Group, www.hedman.com
Industrial Injection, www.industrialinjection.com
K&N Filters, www.knfilters.com

MBRP Performance Exhaust, www.mbrpautomotive.com

Mishimoto Automotive, www.mishimoto.com

Pacific Performance Engineering, www.ppediesel.com

ProCharger, www.procharger.com

S&B Filters, www.shbfilters.com

S&S Diesel Motosport, www.ssdiesel.com
Sinister Diesel, www.sinisterdiesel.com

H

RV “Low Clearance Collision’
Repair Costs

New AC Unit $500-5600

$250-$500

$300-5500

$120/hr.

$5,000..$8,000

RV “Low Clearance Collision”
PREVENTION

GiraffeG4
System

3225

www.GiraffeG4.com 1-877-543-1087

Is Your Fender
Skirt Flapping In
The Wind?

Replace I !

™

Expert help to get the correct part the first time
1-888-362-4266

www.lcondirect.com
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TECH HANDS ON

LEVEL UP

HOPKINS SIMPLIFIES SETTING UP
CAMP WITH ITS ENDURANCE LEVELING
SYSTEM AND RV SMART-LEVEL

— by Kevin Livingston

ENDURANCE Whep it comes to leveling, not all trs_zilers
LEVELING and fifth-wheels are equal. Power leveling
SYSTEM systems, many with automatic controls, are
PUNFIEEEPWS hccoming more popular, but in reality, most
ISt AW Il trailer owners do not have the luxury of
RELCRECROTUICUI shing a button to level their rigs. Owners
quickly become aware of just how many
RV SMART- leveling options are available, ranging from
LEVEL . . . ;
simple pieces of wood to devices designed to
raise wheels. For its Endurance Heavy-Duty
Leveling System, Hopkins Towing Solutions
taps into both wood and plastic, the most
commonly used materials for leveling chores, and backs
it up with the electronic RV Smart-Level to give owners
control of the process.

Difficulty.. £ ¢ &
Time.. 15 minutes

Endurance Leveling System
The Endurance Heavy-Duty Leveling System has LEGO-
looking green plastic components that are mated to

custom-length wood boards for supporting the trailer
wheel. Inside each kit, you'll find one interlocking

wheel chock, two wheel docks, four mini ramps, a
nonskid traction mat and all the hardware to secure the
components to a separately purchased 8-foot length of
2-by-8-inch treated lumber. The lumber will allow you to
make three interlocking ramps for a single wheel, which
provides height versatility.

The assembly process begins by placing the plastic
wheel docks in front of and behind the trailer tire, leaving
a gap of about an inch. From here, the base measurement
is taken from the outside edge of one wheel dock to the
outside edge of the other dock. This distance will be the
length of the top board, which is the impetus for determin-
ing the lengths of the middle and bottom boards. A line,
square to the edges of the board, is drawn at this point.

Adding 6 inches to the length of the top board gives
the length of the middle board, and adding 122 inches to
it gives the length of the bottom board. After marking lines
for these measurements, a circular saw can be used to cut
three boards to size.

Next, line up the wheel docks
and ramps with the outer edges
of each corresponding board, and
mark and predrill all 16 screw
holes, using a drill equipped with
an -inch bit. To prevent the
wood from splitting when driving
the screws, 2-inch-deep holes
should do the trick.

WHEEL DOCKS, CHOCK AND RAMPS
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REQUIRED TOOLS
1) Wheel docks are placed in front of and behind the trailer [ Circular Saw
tire, leaving about a 1-inch gap. The distance from the outer [ Safety Glasses
edges of the wheel docks determines the length of the ] Carpenter’s Square
top board. 2) Once the three boards are cut and the plastic [] Tape Measure
pieces are in place, corresponding holes are marked, pilot ] Drill Motor
holes are drilled with an %-inch bit, and the kit compo- [ Phillips Head Bit
nents are attached to the lumber with the provided screws. [ %-Inch Drill Bit
3) If the boards are cut properly, they will nest into each J Pencil
other, forming a neat interlocking stack. [ Construction Level

PHOTOS: KEVIN LIVINGSTON



The plastic pieces can now be
screwed into position, following the
instructions. If the measurements
are accurate, the boards will stack
neatly, forming a lift position of around
42 inches. Two kits are needed for
a tandem-axle trailer. In this case,
two stacks are placed in front of or
behind the wheels and the trailer tires
will climb the ramps/boards until

positioned between each pair of docks.

The traction mats hold the ramps
steady enough for both wheels to be
seated between the docks.

Alternatively, the user has the
option of making one long stack of
boards using the parts from one kit,
but the weight will double, and
handling the boards will be much
more bulky — and not recommended
by Hopkins. If the three boards

together are too tall, remove the
bottom board to reduce height. Then,
if needed, remove the middle board.

RV Smart-Level

Complementing the Endurance
Heavy-Duty Leveling System is
Hopkins" RV Smart-Level. Viewed
from the driver’s seat of the tow
vehicle, the AA-battery-powered LED
device lets the driver know when the
trailer is level. This eliminates the
need to get out of the vehicle. A series
of LED lights informs the driver of the
high and low points in increments of

1 inch; the device can measure up to
6 inches out of level.

Installation of the RV Smart-Level
is straightforward and requires little
time and effort. The process begins
by placing the trailer on a flat surface
and adjusting the
front-to-rear and side-
to-side positioning
until perfectly level,
confirming status
using a 3-foot or
larger standard
construction level.

With the trailer
level, align the RV
Smart-Level 1 inch from
the front edge of the
trailer using its built-in
bubble level. Mark the

4, 5) To lift the trailer, the stacked
boards are placed in front of or behind
the wheel(s) and the trailer is pulled

or backed until the wheel(s) are secure
between the docks on the top board. Two
kits are needed to lift both wheels on a
tandem-axle trailer (not shown).

positions of the three holes through
the mounting base. Predrill with a
small pilot bit, stick the adhesive pad
in position, and secure the device to
the wall with the supplied screws. Take
your time because the bubble is rather
touchy and can move out of level if the
screws in the base are overtightened.

The large-size LEDs are clearly
visible to the driver and provide an
easy-to-decipher trailer attitude at
a glance. There are four lights on
each side of a long green LED and an
on/off button. The lights illuminate
in relation to inches out of level,
and when the trailer is in the right
position, the green light turns on.
When not in use, the LED panel folds
into its own box for a finished look on
the side of the trailer.

These two small investments will
take much of the frustration out of
setting up a trailer. The RV Smart-
Level takes the guesswork out of
finding the best spot to park your
trailer at a campsite and prevents
unnecessary repositioning. The
Endurance Heavy-Duty Leveling
System beats hauling loose pieces of
wood, and the traction mat doubles
as a carry handle while keeping the
boards together for storage.

@ Hopkins Towing Solutions
www.hopkinstowingsolutions.com

ON-THE-LEVEL LEDS

at a campsite.

6) After a level attitude is confirmed on the trailer using a standard con-
struction level, the mounting bracket for the RV Smart-Level is attached
to the side wall of the trailer on the driver’s side. A built-in bubble level
guides the installer. 7) The RV Smart-Level uses LEDs to inform the driver
when the trailer is level. Mounted properly, the device will give the driver
a clear view of the LEDs for making corrections while situating the trailer
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TECH 10-MINUTE TECH

L] flé‘

|

P

IF THE SHOE FITS

=|

Most trailers have folding steps outside the entry door. If you 'Z

]

dislike tracking water and dirt inside or just want to reduce
the number of shoes in the RV, consider making a portable
outside shoe shelf under the extended steps. | made mine
from '/s-inch-thick plywood that's 12 inches by 26" inches and

PLYWOOD SHELF

fits snugly on the existing angle irons underneath our trailer’s
steps. A piece of corrugated plastic or Plexiglas could also
work. Before getting under way, we remove the shelf and store

it inside the entry door, ready for our next stop.

|

Larry MacDonald, Victoria, British Columbia

Glad to See You

O After nearly hitting my head on the fifth-wheel pin box
when disconnected from the tow vehicle, | decided there had
to be an answer to the problem that has plagued fifth-wheel
owners and unsuspecting victims. It dawned on me that
LEDs are the answer! At an auto-parts store, | bought a

new female seven-pin RV socket with a mounting bracket,

a length of two-wire SJ cord for wiring to the charge line and
ground positions, wire loom and an LED-strip kit, and made
a durable warning system. Once in camp, we plug the fifth-wheel's umbilical cable into the newly
mounted seven-pin socket, and the 12-volt DC house power constantly drives the LED strips.
Troy Tucker, Ladoga, Indiana

Tech editor’s note: This works well if you're in a full-hookup site or have a method for charging the
house batteries such as a solar system or portable generator. Use a voltage monitor to track battery
condition and an inline ATC blade fuse holder and appropriate size fuse to protect the system.

Can It!

O Before hooking up our trailer for a 10-day trip, | greased
the trailer ball and weight-distributing hitch. | told everyone
who would listen to stay away because of the grease. As it
turned out, | was the one who got grease on a good pair of
shorts! | was so mad at myself that in anger | put a Bush’s
- Baked Beans stubby can over the trailer ball and said
- something like “Take that!” To my surprise, the can stayed
7 in place without any additional hold-down. Now when |
hook up the trailer, | put the can on a “post” formed by the ball mount. | have driven 600-plus
miles with this can. Because it has decided to stay in place, | put a coat of yellow paint on it.
It looks like it's going to stay with me for a while.
Charlie Moore, Mokelumne Hill, California

&
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WINTER STORAGE PREP

= Getting ready to
store your RV for the
winter? Be sure to
wash and wax your
home on wheels and
reseal the roof before
putting a cover over
the RV and placing it
in storage. If there's
an issue with mice,
mouse-proof the un-
derbelly by filling any
voids with foam and/
or stainless-steel wool,
remove all food items
and use hard totes to
store anything left in
the RV that could be
used as nesting mate-
rial. Consider treating
the bottom of the RV
with Mouse Free under-
coating and lubricant
(www.mousefree.com).
If you have a gener-
ator, change the oil,
add a fuel stabilizer
such as Sta-Bil and fog
the carburetor before
putting it away for its
winter nap.

—Chris Dougherty

To submita DIY tip, email 10minutetech@trailerlife.com or write to Trailer Life, 10-Minute Tech, 2750 Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, California 93036.
Provide a selection of good-quality high-resolution photos. Trailer Life will pay $35 for original 10-Minute Tech ideas. All payments require an SSN or FEIN.

ILLUSTRATION: ROB ROY



CAMPING WORLD

s

FEATUR -PA[:KEII FLODRPLANS .
SAVE UP T0°30% OFF

®

=1 2019 HEARTLAND

PIONEER BHE70

Quality built, smart design to get the most out of every trip.

STK#1549743 « Council Bluffs, IA « MSRP $30,337 « Now $18,989"
Based on 10% down @ 6.99% APR for 144 mos.

176z

BUNKHOUSE
FLOORPLAN

Fiberglass Insulated
Sidewalls, Roof
and Floors

DINETTE
SLIDE OUT

One-piece, Fully
Walkable Roof

D

DX

a
S W
@

.74 USB Charging Ports,
ﬂ Bluetooth Stereo and

@ Electric Tongue Jack,
Exterior Speakers

Stabilizer Jack

&% Power Awning with

O LED Undercarriage
LED Lights

s Lighting

CAMPING WORLD

866-9-RV-CENTER | RV.com/TrailerLife

*Government fees, state taxes, dealer fees and emissions testing charges as applicable will be added to comply with state vehicle codes. Freight and prep costs vary by state (Not applicable in AR, CA, FL, GA, LA, MS, OH, OK, OR, TX, TN, WA,
or UT). ASavings based on MSRP (STK#1549743). Inventory and floorplans vary by location, not all advertised manufacturers available at participating dealers. New units will be delivered from the nearest authorized dealer. Contact your area
dealer for availability. Viehicle identification numbers posted at dealership. Advertised inventory available at time of production. New unit photography for illustration purposes only. May not be combined with any other offer and not applicable
to prior sales. Offer(s) valid at any Camping World RV Sales or FreedomRoads dealer only. See dealer for details. () 2018 FreedomRoads, LLC. The CAMPING WORLD logo is a registered trademark of CWI, Inc. and used with permission.
Unauthorized use of any of CWI, Inc.’s trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved. Offers expire 9/5/2018. FR081828-0718



CLUB MEMBERS

*50

Off Honda
Generators!

*FREE generator prep includes
gasoline and oil.

CLUB SALE —

599999

NEW!Honda EU2200i CARB Compliant Portable Inverter Generator #111648
» Delivers 10% more power than EU2000i model to run more accessories

» Operating sound level of 53 dB at 4 load, 62 dB at rated load

* 2200 watts max. (18.3 amps), 1800 watts (15 amps) 120-volt AC

* Run time 3.2 to 8.1 hours on a 0.95 gallon tank of gasoline

Reg. $T149.99 | W& FREE | @

CLUB SALE

5249

DISH® Playmaker® Portable Satellite
Antenna, White #110056
« Single coax output
» Automatically finds western arc DISH
satellites at 110°, 119° or 129°
- Powered by receiver
« Compatible with DISH® HD solo receivers
(Wally™ #87758 and VIP® 211z #73912)
« Works with DISH® Pay As You Go Programming
Reg. 5269 | w% | @
DISH® Playmaker® Dual Satellite Antenna (not shown)
White #110057  Black #110058

Same features as above but with 2 coax outputs. Club SALE $329 Reg. $349 | #% | @

SEPT. 7™ & 8™ ONLY ~

U-BAG-IT! fen

SUPERCENTERS NATIONWIDE B
[ " MI""“"IKE‘

“om

See store for more information

SuperCenters Nationwide | 1.888.857.6625 | CampingWorld.com/Shop

dish | playmake

CLUB SALE

S 597 ==
Tt

A. Travel Jon® RV Holding Tank Liquid "
Deodorizer/Cleaner 8 oz., 3-pack #49346 '

Reg. $7.99 ‘

B. Travel Jon® Blue MAX Toss Ins, ' A
10-pack #58993

Provides maximum strength odor-fighting i

power and effervescent cleaning action.
Club SALE $6.27 Reg. $8.99

[

14' Reach

CLUB
MEMBERS

Save

up

Supports up to 250 Ibs.

CLUB SALE

$'|7997

102" Telescoping Ladder #69450
Lock into place then retract to compact size
for easy storage. One-touch release. Silicone
swivel feet provide a sure grip on any surface.
OSHA and ANSI approved. | Reg. $239.99 | &

12/7' Ladder (not shown) #69451
Club SALE $249.97 Reg. $344.99 | W&

CLUB
MEMBERS

CLUB SALE Utility Blower #74807

$'I737 Compact size. 120 volts, 600 watts.
Reg. $28.99

CW079090_TL

W Flat shipping fee applies




CLUB MEMBERS

FREE Bio Blocks

with purchase of Portable Fire Pit

o
Removable pillow <4
with RV logo
2Y/4"W
seat

25/2"W

68"L fully
reclined

‘c::g:::y ;  Portable Outdoor Fire Pit #90915 h b" £
y . Iron construction, metal mesh spark retainer cover erand
¥ chrome grill grate. Folds to only 6'H. | Reg. $94.99 | w& |@.
CLUB SALE ‘ Y ] ]
S 5997 CLUB SALE
Roll Your Own Way Recliner #96707 $44 97

« Padded a.ll'-we.ather fabricona §teel framg Roll Your Own Way
« Lock position in place from upright to reclined Rocker #96705

*Nonskid leg protectors Folds to Nl cLus
&P Reg. $71.99 | w% | @ 36'Lx 29y1..w MEMBERS

Reg $8999 | W | @ ; . [ Save
CLUB

MEMBERS

ave S E: 'I K ¢ ‘ .’7 I! ’ ¥ 20" tire
35% D o | om R\t o

Translucent - . \
White - e = capacity

STARTING AT
CLUB SALE CLUB SALE

N7 e > 3349%

197'Lx18/2"W x 9"H Adventurer Three-Speed

. Folding Trike #87466
Translucent White #1733 Black #29365 Features hand and foot brake, 20" tires on

Club SALE $21.57 Reg. $33.29 ; alloy wheels, adjustable seat and handlebars,
Smoke #1734 Club SALE $42.97 Reg. $66.29 rear cargo basket. | Reg. $429.99 | #% | @

Let Us Install [t—Club SALE $16 Smoke

Maxxair® Vent Cover

©2018 CW!1 Inc. The CAMPING WORLD logo is a registered trademark of CWI, Inc. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. Unauthorized use of any of CWI, Inc.’s trademarks are expressly prohibited. All rights reserved.

W Product Protection Plan available To request a FREE CATALOG, go online or call & mention code MZ TL



RV Armor, Inc., Circle 122 on Reader Service Card

RV Armor Lifetime
Roof _ -

worry-free

FOR LIFE.

© Lightweight: Seamless, and
maintenance-free

@ Convenient: Don’t Move! We'll
come to you and install your
new roof. Two-day process with
nationwide service.

@ Affordable: Less expensive than
a traditional roof replacement

@ Permanent: Lifetime material
and labor
warranty.
Tracked by
the VIN #

www.RV-ARMOR.com
Call 855-RV-ARMOR (855-182-1661)

RV ARMOR is a Federally
Registered Trademark

of RV Armor, Inc.

All Rights Reserved.
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RV MAKEOVER

TAILORING A 2012 BUNKHOUSE TRAILER

INVESTMENT @ Cost: $500 | Time: 3 months

In 2012 my wife and |
purchased a new 20-foot
Coachmen Apex 18BH.
The lightweight travel
trailer had most of the
features we wanted, but
we didn’t need the bunk
over the main bed, and
the bathroom didn’t have
a vanity or washbasin.
We were confident
we could make the
necessary modifications
after having fitted out
two sailboats from bare
hulls over the years.
Removing the bunk
was a little tricky as the
plywood was bonded
to the aluminum space
frame. Outfitting the
bathroom was more
time consuming. There
was limited space
behind the toilet, the
wheel-arch cover
intruded, and new
plumbing was required.
| built the complete

RV RENOVATIONS

vanity with cupboards,
doors and washbasin in
my workshop, and the
bathroom wall provided
the back. | also installed
a large medicine cabinet
and Plexiglas mirrors.
To get at the PEX
water plumbing, | had
to cut out an access
panel in the corridor
adjacent to the tub. | tied
in the hot and cold water
after cutting the original
pipes and adding tees
with crimp fittings. The
basin also required a
tee in the ABS drain and
vent pipe. Eventually,
it was all leak-free.
Other modifications
were made in the galley,
and a locker was built
under the bed. Now we
have a semi-custom
trailer with plenty of
storage and all the
features we want.
David Salter, Bath, Ontario

BEFORE & AFTER
Top to bottom: The
Coachmen Apex kept
its original exterior but
saw significant modifi-
cations inside, particu-
larly in the bathroom,
which came with no
sink or cupboards. The
owner built a vanity

to fit the space and
installed mirrors, a
medicine cabinet, cup
holders and towel rails.

Have you modified your RV or remodeled it completely? Tell us about it in 260 words or less,
including the total cost and time spent, and email your description to info@trailerlife.com.
Include an ample selection of photos illustrating the project, along with your full name and

mailing address. We'll pay $50 for every RV Makeover we publish.



CALIF+RNIA

RVSHOW

OCTOB

R 5-14, 2018

10am - 6pm daily

one million sq feet of rv displays

huge vendor tent of camping accessories and destinations

e Meet the RV Manufacturers
e New 2019 Models
e Over 1,000 RVs, all types |
e 100 RVs for test drives

® Free Ferris Wheel Rides
e | ive music

bu

et

e

iy

B i

y tickets online =

/ he stRVS how.com




RV GEAR /\

— by Bruce W. Smith and Valerie Law

GO WITH ME CHAIR $69.99

When Kristi Gorinas offered to send us a sample of the chair she
invented, we were intrigued. The mother of five had conceived a
lightweight, convertible chair that not only adapts to a wide range
of children — from three months to 75 pounds — it has cleverly
hidden leg holes that allow little ones to stand while safely
strapped in the harness. Chairs have a snap-on canopy to shield
youngsters from the sun, and the harness can be removed to give
older kids the freedom to come and go. Available at Camping
World and on the Baby Delight website, the Go With Me Chair
weighs less than 7 pounds, folds to a compact size and comes

in seven colors including bright orange, pink and lime green.
www.gowithmechair.com

STAFF PICK i The Go With Me Chair was a hit at my
family reunion in central Oregon last July. It set up instantly,
straight from the matching tote bag. For our youngest family
member, the standing option and detachable plastic snack
tray were welcome features. — Valerie Law, Editor

JENSEN BLUETOOTH STEREQ $499.99

Designed to withstand the ups and downs of RV travel, the Jensen Blue-
tooth Wall Mount Stereo (JWM90A) from ASA Electronics can be controlled
from a mobile app on an Apple or Android device. The 160-watt sound
system has outputs for eight speakers and a subwoofer. An integrated
DVD player and face-mounted HDMI and USB ports add to the stereo’s
functionality. Three speaker zones and dual-source audio control mean
some folks can watch a DVD in the living room while others stream music
to the outdoor speakers.

www.asaelectronics.com
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CONNECT-TO-PROTECT $6.99-59.99

When not connected to the tow vehicle, the
trailer’s umbilical cord and plug are vulnerable

to damage from accidental impact, corrosion and
the elements. Hanington Innovations’ Connect-
to-Protect provides a simple solution. The patent-
pending Connect-to-Protect holds the cable

off the ground to keep it from being crushed and
prevent moisture and debris from getting into the
connector contacts. Available for four-, five- and
seven-pin configurations, the device mounts to
the trailer A-frame by drilling an %-inch hole and
attaching it with the supplied screw.
www.connecttoprotect.ca

DINETTE REPLACEMENT FOAM S60-5120

RV dinette cushions often fail to
provide much support, especially
after a few years of regular use,
which is why Active RV Upholstery
offers custom replacement foam.
A leading upholstery shop in Yuma,
Arizona, Active makes cut-to-fit
foam replacements in three levels of
quality: Classic, Heavy-Duty Regular and
Heavy-Duty High Quality. For a plumper appear-
ance, poly-bonded Dacron can be added for $25
a piece. The company's website lets buyers order
the size and style they need.
www.activervupholstery.com

BANI(S BILLET TORQUE CONVERTER $1499

Torque converters are critical for power delivery,
particularly on diesel pickups that spend a lot of
time towing. According to Banks Power, the Billet
Torque Converter not only quickens acceleration,
it can prolong transmission life by increasing
durability and lowering transmission-fluid tem-
perature. The company claims it provides more
than double the torque capacity of the stock 2004
through 2007 5.9-liter Ram Cummins (1,600 LB-FT
versus 700 LB-FT). The Billet Torque Converter is
also available for Chevy Duramax and Ford Power
Stroke applications.

www.bankspower.com

PHOTOS: MANUFACTURERS
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TECH RV RESOLUTIONS

A

boxes on the floor of the living area were wet and the mattress
was discolored and molding. After taking the trailer to the
dealership, we were told the warranty was no longer in effect.

We contacted USAA, our RV-insurance provider. The claims
adjuster found leaks coming from the front-top seals and the
cover seals, and possibly from the cargo area under the bed. His
report concluded that the trailer “appears to have been leaking
since purchase or soon after.”

We are hoping RV Resolutions can help facilitate repairs and
reimbursement of our financial costs. We own a beautiful toy
hauler that we do not get to enjoy.

SOGGY TRAI LE R Roxy and Pedro Villa, Antelope, California
Looking for help getting the leaks and water damage

fixed in their toy hauler, a Southern California couple After RV Resolutions reached out to Forest River on the Villas’
came to RV Resolutions: behalf, we heard from the service and parts manager at the
manufacturer’s California division:

We purchased our 2016 Forest River

Sandstorm 180SLC in August 2015. We were We came to an agreement on assisting with offsetting the out-
super excited because the toy hauler gave us the standing repair-bill balance. The Villas have since picked up the
freedom to go where we wanted, when we wanted. travel trailer, and it is back in use as intended.

In January 2016, we noticed that the bedding was Robby Olson, Forest River RV, Rialto, California
damp, and the mattress was wet and discolored. We
took the trailer to the dealership for repairs under the Roxy Villa confirmed the agreement and asked to make sure
warranty. Then in January 2017, we noticed that the Robby Olson “gets kudos” for having worked things out for them.

Wireless Tire

enduro = g{i@?’

Monitoring
Inemationat Company P82 Systems

Trailer Positionin g _ % « Improves Safety, Tire Life, and Fuel Economy

¢ Installs in minutes

« External theft resistant sensors that relay real
time tire pressure and temperature to our
FULL COLOR WIDE-SCREEN DISPLAY

UseTL10 at
checkout in the
discount code
for an additional
10% off

Flow Thru Cap
Sensor‘ Sensor

IST ' Svystem FEATURES
i

Flow through or low profile sensors
User-replacebable battery
Visual and audible alerts

‘Lets me put it right where | want it!

MOVE YOUR TRAILER AT THE TOUCH OF A BUTTON Ability to monitor up to 110 tires (0-218psi)
.. . Repeater included in every system
FIND OUT MORE AT: v~ Eliminate blind spots Easily switch between towing or towed

vehicle
Monitor up to 4 different trailers

www.purplelineusa.com
925.215.7315

S purpleling

design...innovate...improve

Simplify hitching

www.tsttruck.com
4250 Keith Bridge Rd., Suite 200, Cumming, GA 30041
Ph: (770) 889-9102 Fax: (770) 889-9054

v’
v~ Move around the driveway
v"  Get into impossible spaces
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Idle Slideout

When the electric mechanism on
his fifth-wheel'’s slide room had to
be replaced, a Nevada reader sought
reimbursement:

While retracting the slideout on my
Heartland Sundance XLT fifth-wheel,
the actuator self-destructed without
any noticeable issue. Then, when | tried
to extend the slide, it drove the manual
crank through the plastic wheel-well
flare. | have repaired the flare and
am asking to be reimbursed for the
actuator replacement parts and labor
in the amount of $1,337.49.

The RV dealership that did the
repairs referred me to Heartland’s
customer-service department, and
Heartland referred me to the manufac-
turer of the slideout actuator, Lippert
Components. After my initial phone
call with Lippert customer service and
several emails, it appeared that the
company was reviewing my request,

. even though the fifth-wheel was 10
months past the warranty period.
However, the lack of response since
! then raises concerns that something
has stalled the process.

During the phone conversation,

the Lippert representative claimed
that the company was not aware of

i any issues with the actuator. But when
my local RV shop removed the failed

- actuator and compared it side by side
to the replacement, the failure points
appear to be substantially reinforced

- onthe new one.

The failed actuator used inadequate

press-on tabs to stop the powerful
rotational torque of the electric motor.
! The replacement actuator uses more
substantial tab material and has
reinforced welds. I've enclosed a photo
- showing the failed tabs.

I’'m hoping RV Resolutions can

encourage Lippert to stand behind its
i product and reimburse me.
i Mark Edwards, Carson City, Nevada

RV Resolutions contacted Lippert

. Components about Mark Edwards’
situation and forwarded his documen-

| tation. A Lippert spokesman then called
Edwards directly. In a follow-up note,

. Edwards let us know the issue had

. been settled to his satisfaction:

Dan Collins of Lippert contacted me

and was extremely helpful in resolving
i the problem. Thank you for your help.
' ME@

NEED HELP RESOLVING
AN RV ISSUE @

RV Resolutions is Trailer Life's forum for the

i settlement of conflicts between consumers

i and RV dealers and manufacturers, accessory
suppliers and service providers. After exhaust-
ing all other resources without success, mail

i atyped letter to Trailer Life RV Resolutions,

! 2750 Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard,

i California 93036. Include copies of appropriate
bills, photographs and correspondence along
with a self-addressed, stamped envelope.

i Selected letters will be edited and published

! unless otherwise requested.
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- by Jeff Johnston

Mark Ladetto, via email

Mark, you can refer to Chris
Hemer's article “Diesel Versus

Gas” in the September issue for an
in-depth presentation. In short, you'd
be wasting your money buying a
diesel-powered tow vehicle for such
a compact trailer. Today’'s gasoline-
powered vehicles are rated to tow many
times the weight of your trailer. A diesel
would do the job, of course, but the
extra cost of fuel and maintenance may
not be worth it. Select a gas-powered
rig, such as a 1500-series pickup or
full-size SUV with a towing package,
and you'll find it is more than adequate.

You can also check the Trailer Life
website, www.trailerlife.com, or do
aweb search on “match a tow vehicle
and trailer,” and you'll find all kinds
of extensive and detailed advice about
the nuts-and-bolts figures regarding
making such a matchup.

Slideout-Mount Failure
| have a Keystone Outback 210RS with
a rear slide. After only three years, the
slide tracks broke free from the ceiling,
and the tracks cracked. My dealer says
he has seen this before. The factory
doesn’t use enough screws, and even
more importantly, doesn’t use washers
under the screws to hold the track up.
The extra stress will cause the screws
to pull through the track, causing the
unsupported slide to crack the track.

If I had just added a few screws with
washers, | would have saved an $800
repair. So others avoid this, | wanted
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As a new RV owner, I'm looking for some professional advice
regarding towing. My travel trailer is 1,670 pounds, and my
vehicle's tow capacity is 2,700 pounds. Once loaded with people and
gear, it's up to around 2,500 pounds. This becomes a problem when
towing up and down the hills. That got us to thinking of purchasing a
truck specifically for towing. I've reviewed Trailer Life's towing guides.
Is there an advantage to going with a diesel instead of a gasoline
truck, if we choose a used vehicle with a towing capacity of, say, 6,000
10 7,000 pounds? | know the diesel will pull the load easier, but is this
benefit worth the added price we'd pay for a diesel? Or would a V-8
gas-powered truck do the same job with no noticeable difference?

to suggest that everyone take a look at
how many screws hold up the track(s)
on their slide(s) and check for washers.
The screws should be no more than
about 6 to 8 inches apart, depending

on the size of the slide.

Rick Wilking, Golden, Colorado

It's too often that RV manufacturers rely
on structural hardware being screwed
into a wood-frame element, Rick, and
when it's a load-carrying component
like a slideout support, it has to be done
just right, or it can fail prematurely. In
your model, the roof structure elements
run crossways to the trailer, while the
slideout rails run lengthwise, so the
only places the manufacturers can

join the two is where the pieces cross
each other. If you'd added screws
between the roof
beams, all the screws
would be grabbing is
the '/s-inch decorative
interior wallboard on
the ceiling.

You could do that if
you installed something
like metal molly bolts
that are designed to
provide a secure grip
in a thin material. Then
you'd need to hope that
the ceiling is securely
mounted because the
thin wallboard isn’t
load-bearing. The
best bet would be for

the manufacturer to add structural
backers where the slideout rails would
be installed, something like 2-by-4s
or even 1-by-4s, to give the screws
something to securely hold.

Fifth-Wheel Sag and Lift
| have a 2014 38-foot dual-axle
fifth-wheel. When towing it, | look

through my truck’s rearview mirror,
and the fifth-wheel doesn’t look level;
one side seems to sag. And one of
the landing-gear jacks was extended
12 holes, and the other one was at 13
holes when they just touch the ground.

| had a toy-hauler fifth-wheel, and
[ lifted it by reversing the axles from top
to the bottom on the springs. | later had
trouble with the frame cracking at the
crossbeam welds. After much arguing,
the manufacturer paid to fix it but told
me reversing the axles had caused the
problem. The technician said it caused
too much flexing in the main beams.
The repairs didn’t hold up, and the
manufacturer refused to repair it again.
| sold it and bought a new fifth-wheel.

| have a Ford F-350 dually, stock
suspension with airbags. | run about
70 psi to level the truck. The kingpin
box and fifth-wheel are as low as | can
adjust them to allow about 6 inches
between the bed rails and trailer front
end. The tail of the trailer drags; the
back is about 3 inches lower than the
front. Is there another way, like adding
leaves to the springs or helper springs,

Q READER'S TIP: HITCH MOUNT REPLACEMENT

= | have a Flagstaff Micro Lite 23LB that I initially towed
with a 2010 Nissan Frontier crew cab longbed. When |
upgraded my tow vehicle to a 2017 Toyota Tundra, | en-
countered a small problem: the tailgate would not open
without hitting the jack post with the trailer connected.
I'm using an Equal-i-zer weight-distributing hitch that
originally came with a 12-inch shank. To resolve the
clearance problem, | replaced that with the EQ90-02-
500 Equal-i-zer weight-distributing shank measuring
18 inches long with a 7-inch rise and 3-inch drop.

Rick, Stephenson, Virginia

Thanks for passing along this solution to a
common problem, Rick. We appreciate the part
number and product description as well.



or even replacing the springs to raise it
up a bit, other than reversing the axles?
Bob Weiler, Gilroy, California

Swapping the axles from above to

below the leaf springs is not that
much of a change, Bob, and | doubt the
frame cracking is related to that swap.
We've heard from many readers who've
made this axle swap with great ongoing
success. Most likely, the manufacturer
and dealer were looking for something
to pin the failure on, and your swap was
a convenient scapegoat.

You could add airbags to the trailer
using a Trailer Flex or Kelderman air-
suspension system, and those might
help with the trailer-height situation,
but those systems are mainly used to
help smooth the ride rather than widely
varying the trailer height. Check the
manufacturer’s specifications, though,
as they may offer ride-height adjustment
as part of the installation process.

You could also have a custom spring
shop fabricate leaf springs with more
arch, which would effectively raise the
trailer. Adding leaves to the springs
would stiffen the suspension, and that
could accelerate wear and tear on the
trailer. Practically speaking, I'd stick with
swapping the axles below the springs
and have a frame shop add a few extra
steel-tube crosspieces, side to side, near
the spring perch mounts to reinforce the
assembly for extra strength.

Editor’s note: MORryde (www.morryde.com)
in Elkhart, Indiana, specializes in trailer
suspensions, including the SRE4000, which
we installed in the March 2017 issue. The
company would also be able to assist with
raising the trailer to suit your needs.

EZ Lube Hub

In May’s “Axle Greasing” letter, | believe

you gave Robert Lauzon bad informa-

tion. Lauzon asked about “greasable

axles.” Your response described a boat-

trailer greasable axle spindle. However,

[ think Lauzon has a Dexter axle with

EZ Lube hubs, which are not similar

to greasable boat-trailer spindle hubs.
The Dexter EZ Lube spindle has

a hole through the center that goes to

the rear bearing, not to the middle of

Faster, Easier Sway Control =

HWARDS
For faster and easier hitching and unhitching, W READERS’
you need an e2 hitch. Weight distribution and €& CHOICE
ae e . SILVER
sway control are built right into the hitch, 2 AWARD
getting you on the road quicker and providing "%?;’ ER
permanent sway control.

y T 74 Fastway e2 - Faster, Easier.

Trailer Products FastwayTrailer.com ¢ Toll Free 877-523-9103
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=  COME CADD ADIDST
,., enalssancc SAIRIES, €ELVES AND
gt~ WIZARDS gOR A Sp€££

230 Acres * Adult and Family Camping Areas ¢ Nightly Bonfires ¢ Cabins * RVs Welcome'

Camp Thursday afternoons through Monday mornings, Sept. 2Z= Nov. 26.
Festival runs Saturdays and Sundays and Thanksgiving Friday from Sept. 29 — Nov 25.

SAVE _25%_-W|TH OUR-ALL-SEASON CAMPING PASS.
VISIT TEXRENFEST.COM/CAMPING OR CALL 800.458.3435.
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the spindle, as you described. Allowing
the grease to go to the rear bearing
allows old grease to be pushed out of
that bearing and then pushed through
the hub through the outside bearing,
which replaces the rear-bearing grease
and the outside-bearing grease. This is
unlike a boat-trailer axle with a center-
drilled grease fitting that deposits fresh
grease only to the middle (sometimes
only to the outer bearing) of the spindle

but does not actually replace the grease
that’s in either bearing.

Dexter recommends 12,000 miles to
inspect the wheel bearings, even with
the EZ Lube axle. | greased the EZ Lube
spindle at 6,000 miles and then pulled
the hub at 12,000, as recommended by
Dexter. Your response was to pull the
hubs annually, which is not the manu-
facturer’s recommendation.

Pulling the hubs annually is some-

= INNEAPOLIS/ST, PAU S—

THE BEST CAMPING STORY CONTEST

In commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the Minneapolis/St. Paul RV, Vacation
& Camping Show, GS Events is excited to present “The Best Camping Story”
Contest. Each short story must be typed and between 250 and 500 words in length.

Categories (Entrants may submit an Entry in one of the following three Categories)

e Humorous
* Nostalgic
o Children’s (Entrants must be ages 8-12)

Prizes

 One (1) Grand Prize for each Category, for a total of three (3) Grand Prizes: $500

Gander Outdoors gift card.

» Two (2) tickets to the Minneapolis/St. Paul RV, Vacation & Camping Show,
February 7-10, 2019, at the Minneapolis Convention Center, 1301 Second Avenue
South, Minneapolis, MN 55403. Approximate retail value of the two (2) tickets is $24.

To enter please visit:

GS [HEns

www.msprvshow.com/contest

*NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. VOID WHERE PROHIBITED AND IN PUERTO RICO AND CANADA. For full Official Rules, by which
this promotion is governed, go to: www.MSPRVShow.com/rules. Must be a legal resident of the U.S. Promotion begins 5/15/18

at12:01a.m. CDT and ends 10/15/18 at 11:59:59 p.m. CDT. Enter by 11:59:59 p.m. CDT on 10/15/18. This contest is in no way affiliated
with, sponsored, endorsed, or administered by Facebook and therefore Facebook assumes no responsibility or liability for its

conduct or administration. Sponsored by CWI, Inc. and Good Sam Enterprises, LLC, Lincolnshire, IL.
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thing | do with my boat trailer because
the grease is not getting replaced like
it does with the EZ Lube Dexter axle.
Dean Smith, Henderson, Michigan

| understood from your answer to the
“Axle Greasing” letter that you should
not, or could not, grease the bearings
from the Zerk fitting on the axle.

| have a 2014 Keystone Outback
travel trailer with Dexter EZ Lube axles.
They have a hole drilled through the axle
to the back of the inner bearing with a
double grease seal on the inside. As you
add grease through the Zerk fitting and
spin the wheel, the grease is pushed
through the inner bearing to the outside
bearing where it exits through the hole
in the wheel hub. You continue with the
grease until the old grease is followed
by the new grease out the hole. You then
clean off the grease that has exited and
put the rubber cap back on.

When | brought my trailer from a
private party, | greased the axles on all
four wheels until the new grease was
exiting the axle cap. | did not know about
the Dexter axles when | bought the
trailer but have been very pleased with
the thought of not having to pull off the
wheels and hubs to repack the bearings,
as | have done for the past 44 years.

The Dexter EZ Lube website has a
video of how to complete the repacking
without removing the wheel or hub.
Charles Morris, Thatcher, Arizona

The bottom line with any of the
alternate-lubrication hub systems
is to follow the manufacturer’s rec-
ommended service procedures and
schedules. These systems create a lot
of problems for people who don't follow
the directions or are just too lazy to
read them — as the tendency is to over-
lubricate. The hub has a Zerk fitting,
so, therefore, some owners feel they
absolutely must add grease now and
then, and that’s not right. It's fairly easy
to overdo it and contaminate the brakes
with excess grease. Some users, as a
knee-jerk reaction of sorts, routinely
add a pump or two of grease every
few thousand miles, and that's totally
unnecessary and can be damaging.

It's also not necessary, unless the



trailer wheel is immersed in water on
aregular basis, to add “fresh grease”
now and then. As long as the bearings
and grease are maintained on a regular
schedule, and that includes disassem-
bly to inspect the bearings (which you
can't do if you just pump in grease as

a service procedure), the grease inside
the hub is just fine.

Bearing grease does not degrade
quickly like engine oil because it's not
subjected to the heat and combustion
contaminants. If the trailer is dramat-
ically overloaded or the bearings are
poorly adjusted, and those factors cause
overheating then, yes, the grease can
degrade faster than normal. That also
can happen if using the wrong type of
grease. On a properly set up and used
trailer, the grease is fine on a year-to-
year service schedule. It's best to follow
the manufacturer’s service schedule.

COMMENT: TO GREASE

OR NOT TO GREASE?

= Regarding a letter in May’s RV Clinic about
greasing bearings, your response stated that
trailer bearings should be greased annually.
On what basis do you advise that? Is there

a minimum number of miles suggested that
would justify the need for annual service?
The reason | ask is that our travel trailer
seldom is pulled more than 1,000 miles each
year, with a maximum of 3,000 miles. Is it
reasonable to delay repacking of the bearings
to every two years with such usage?

John Heyd, Brentwood, California

The annual or 12,000-mile recommen-
dation comes directly from the axle man-
ufacturers, John, so that's what we pass
along to our readers. In your case, with
minimum miles rolled up each year, I'd
say you can go longer between servicing
the bearings. Axle grease that’s not being
subjected to heat, moisture or other
degrading conditions can last a long time.
Pull a dust cap for a close look at the
grease now and then to ensure it’s still
in good shape. Check behind the backing
plate for leaks. You might consider using
one of the synthetic greases, as longevity
is one of the claimed benefits of synthetics.

Wrong Axle Grease

| was having trouble with braking on
my 2016 28-foot toy hauler, so | opened
up the hubs and found that the bearing

LIMITED

IME $399

PROCESSING FEE WAIVED WHEN
YOU REFINANCE BY OCTOBER 31, 2018!"

RV Loans

ANY
B

0 |

Now is a great time to refinance your current RV loan to lower your monthly payments!
You can also finance a 2007 model year or newer RV when you purchase from a dealer

or a private party seller.

APPLY TODAY TO LOCK e
IN YOUR RATE! progam o

f RECREATIONAL USE APRs* AS LOW AS ] \/_

4.84% | 5.94% | 6.14%, |

on loan amounts on loan amounts of on loan amounts of
of $50k+ $25k to $49999 $15k to $24,999

APRiis fixed for the life of the loan. Other rates with different loan terms are available. Rates are accurate as of July 12, 2018.
See our website for current rates and terms, as well as financing for Full-Timers and loan amounts below $15,000. y.

‘ GoodSamRVLoans.com/581

*Estimated APR (Annual Percentage Rate) based on 7 year loan term; individual rate may vary by loan amount,
loan term, vehicle use, model year and type of RV. Subject to consumer loan program requirements and credit
approval. Certain fees, closing costs, and restrictions may apply. Rates and terms may vary with market conditions
and are subject to change without notice. APR applied to the loan is the APRin effect on the date the application
is received and is valid until 30 days after the loan is approved. Full-Timers do not qualify for this offer; see website
for Full-Timer rates and terms. RV must be 2007 model year or newer; for RV model year 2007 to 2008, add .25%
to above rates. Maximum loan term is based on loan amount. Maximum loan amount is calculated using an
advance percentage determined by FICO score. For RV, collateral value established using NADA wholesale value
(without adds) including mileage adjustment (+/-); multiplied by 110%. Example of a recreational use RV loan: A
$55,000 loan for 7 years with an APR of 4.84% has 84 monthly payments of $773.24 each.

**Minimum FICO Score of 740 required. FICO scores below 740 or for loan amounts more than $50,000, a down
payment will be required. See website for details..

tProcessing fee of $399 waived for refinance applications submitted by October 31, 2018. Official fees such as
state title, state registration, FL doc stamp fee and/or UCC filing fees will apply.
Good Sam Finance Center™ provided through Essex Credit, a division of Bank of the West. Member FDIC.
Doing business in South Dakota as Bank of the West California. NMLS ID #19T16.

GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. Unauthorized
use of any of GSE, LLC's trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved. GRL55313 - 0718

1-800-444-1476

mention priority code 581

@EQUAL HOUSING LENDER ©2018 Good Sam Finance Center.
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To advertise, call 206-310-6234 or email terry.thompson@goodsam.com

Major RV Innovation

CloZures® Shade

CalMark Cover Co. 555

Specializing in Custom covers

The Bug Stop self closes
the slider on the RV screen door.

[ = )

o Keeps the screen door slider shut
o Stops your cat from escaping through slider
o Requires no tools to install
o Durable aluminum construction

With no bugs coming in, you
can sit back and relax thanks
to the R.V. Bug Stop™

WWW.RVBUGSTOP.COM
435-313-5259 | 435-879-9002

Also available at Amazon

A ———
THILGATER

TIRE TABLE

U\ses your vehlde tlre 0
RVtireforitsmainsupp;
o Stable regardless of ground conditions
 Weighs 13 Ibs. and folds down for easy storage
29" LXB"WXIS"
o asily holds up to 50 Ibs.

www.TailGaterTireTable.com
TailGaterTireTable@gmail.com

Operate without opening the
screen or entry door.

Enjoy the outside view or control privacy,
temp, and light with just a finger slide.

Zarcor.com
(972) 380-8724 | (800) 877-4797

Steele

RUBBER PRODUCTS

KEEP THE GREAT
OUTDOORS ... OUTDOORS.

*SLIDE-OUTS
*DOOR SEALS
*VENT HATCH
*COMPARTMENTS
*RAMP GATE
*DRIP RAILS
*VINTAGE

ORDER TODAY!
800-230-6109

rv.steelerubber.com

for RVs, horse trailers & more!

FSR® Construction  Zipper Doors *
Full 6-year Warranty « 100% Guarantee i |

Lance® trailer cover

e Airstream® cover 5
Made by Gl
smbrella e

Best fabric for ALL weather conditions
Highest UV Rated ¢ Water Resistant « Breathable
Mold/Mildew Resistant « 100% Non Abrasive

1-800-838-7236

calmarkcovers.com
info@calmarkcovers.com

HONDA

GENERATORS

When Quiet Counts,
Count on Honda

SHIPPED SAME DAY Feon

LOWEST PRICES
ANYWHERE!!

800-832-7365 &3
MOTOSPORTS

OF LREA L,
1850 N. State St. Ukiah, Ca. 95482
WWW. mntaapnnsofuklah com

ihe: Owner's Manual before :MHnml mumm
ummmw ‘o awold possible inury ko power compeny
Congut a qualfied lectrician.

Park it with

Power Caster!

Maneuver your trailer easily in limited
space, around corners, forward or reverse

3 with the flip of a switch! =

SAFE to use:
 Chain guard
1 Ground wire |/ |
The Original m‘:ag.asl.:
Trailer Mover! Since

Manufactured since 1967.

-
—
-
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HITCHPORT

HITCH BAR STORAGE

Pat. Pend.

Store your hitch & spring
bars on the trailer tongue
www. hitchport.com

772-214-0951

4

55 SULASTIC

LY L)

RUBBER SPRINGS

SMOOTHER RIDF

KEEP YOUR NOSE CLEAN!

Bug splatter W ILL .c‘!!estroy your RV’s decals and finish.
Now there is a simple & effective solution.
-

MANY
CHOICES
AVAILABLE!

A !
BUGG BANNER

www.buggbanner.com

(864) 381-1655

LER
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RV CLINIC

grease had liquefied due to the wrong
grease being used. It leaked from the
seal and got on the braking magnet.
| consulted with a local RV service
center and was informed that this is
a problem with a lot of the RVs being
sold. One of my RVing buddies had the
same trouble with his 2014 toy hauler.
| would like to inform my fellow
RVers that they should inspect the
wheel hubs, and | suggest they replace
the factory grease with the red high-
temperature grease.
Mark Chapman, Apple Valley, California

Thank you for the suggestion, Mark.
It's always a good idea to be sure the
lubricants are up to spec. The red
grease may be one supplier’s color;

be sure to use the axle manufacturer’s
specified lubricant, which is always

a high-temperature-type designed for
wheel bearings, or upgrade to a higher
grade if you make any changes.

Hitch-Pin Weight Capacity

| have a 2002 GMC Sierra 2500HD

4x4 Crew Cab shortbed with the
Duramax diesel and Allison Transmis-
sion. The truck is rated to pull 16,000
pounds. | am asking for assistance to
determine the pin-weight capacity.

My GMC dealer informs me it

is 1,500 pounds or three quarters
of a ton, but he cannot produce any
documentation. This makes sense,
as itis a three-quarter-ton truck, but
that doesn’'t mean it is correct. With a
properly installed fifth-wheel rail and
hitch, what is the max pin weight? Can
| increase that by adding airbags? I'm
looking at a new fifth-wheel trailer with
a pin weight of 2,710 pounds.
Ervin Angler, Crystal River, Florida

Did your dealer — with a straight

face — really tell you your truck
could carry 1,500 pounds on the rear
axle because it's a “three-quarter-ton
truck”? The terms “half-ton” and “three-
quarter-ton truck” were once specific
ratings for load-carrying capacity, but
that was many years ago; today, they
are general descriptive terms.

But in general, it's easy to deter-

mine how much your truck’s rear axle
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LEAKY ROOF? Liquid Roof® goes on like paint--
cures to a sealed EPDM rubber membrane. UV &
0Ozone resistant--good to 300° F. 5-year warranty.
800-467-7135 www.AdvancedRubberCoatings.com

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIPS FOR SALE

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIP OUTLET-SINCE 1991
To buy 800-272-0401

To sell 800-952-0401

Any Membership-Nationwide. Best prices ever.

HELP WANTED

Earn While You Travel. Up to 65% Commission.
Complimentary RV Site While Working. Need
self-motivated people with computer

& sales experience. Adventure Awaits!!!
800-832-3292 e SoutheastPublications.com

HOMES FOR SALE

e

TOP RATED RESORT - S. Texas
Retama Village - Supersites $50s.

RV Casitas $120s RV Port Homes $170s.
956-380-6500 www.bentsenpalm.com

#1 RATED RV RESORTS - S. Texas
Bentsen Palm Village & Retama Village
Rentals available for Pull-throughs,

Back ins, Super sites, and Casitas
956-585-5568 www.bentsenpalm.com

MAIL/MESSAGE SERVICES

mbscmailroom.com Myrtle Beach, SC
Trust your mail/parcels to specialists

(est. 1985) physical & virtual mailboxes
Fax, scan, forward, shred as you wish!

AMERICAS MAILBOX Forwarding in SD/Low Rates
NO Wheel Tax/NO Sales/Income Tax/Save $$$
NO Safety Insp/4-Season Campground & Hotel
We Scan Your Mail/Insurance/Ext Warranties
www.AmericasMailbox.com Call Us First!/
866-747-3700

TRAILERS/ACCESSORIES/REAL ESTATE AND MORE

RECREATION VEHICLES FOR SALE

RV 7.

125,000+ New & Used RVs for Sale on RVT.COM®
Search By Owner and Dealer Listings.

Sell an RV with a Free or Until Sold ad!
www.RVT.com or 1-877-705-0025

RV FINANCING, 20 YEARS ONLINE!

LOW RATES, GREAT SERVICE, NATIONWIDE
1998 AND NEWER RVs ALL TYPES
www.RVFINANCING.COM e Facebook.com/rvloans
CALL NOW-toll free 888-929-4424

ALL DAY

$49

MONTANA
REGISTERED
AGENT LLC

$700 for a 1 day MT LLC and permanent
trailer registration. Includes DMV fees.
www.49dollarmontanaregisteredagent.com
Call for more info 406-552-0004.

Let us help you buy your RV...TAX FREE! Save
thousands. Purchase in any state! Setup a
Montana LLC today with the most experienced
company in the industry! Call 888-430-3388
www.MontanaRV.net

ACTION SERVICES, LLC/WILSON LAW OFFICE
No Sales Tax in Montana. Consult a Licensed
Montana Attorney for an understanding of

LLC vehicle ownership. Call the Professionals

to get a comprehensive explanation.
800-481-0013 www.actionservices-mt.com

#1 IN SALES TAX SAVINGS

PAY NO SALES TAX! We have helped 1000's save
over the past 23 yrs. Call & talk to a CPA for
professional, friendly service! www.rvtax.com
Mountain States Consulting 800-565-4504

TRAILER

LIFE com

resource
for the RV
enthusiast

Guided RV Tours & Rallies

Lower 48 AlaskaeCanadae Overseas

Free RV Vacation Catalog 844-872-7897 or
www.adventurecaravans.com

RV CARAVANS and RALLIES
Pre-Planned Routes, Expert Guides and
Safe Travel-North America & Overseas.
FantasyRVTours.com or call 800-952-8496

TRAVEL TRAILERS & FIFTH-WHEELS

NEW 2019 DRV Mobile Suite 36RSSB3 (Loaded)
True 4 Season. Ave 30% off MSRP of $138,091
877-228-6975. CustomQOrderAvailable@NoCharge
View All New/Used@ www.rvsforless.net
Worldwide Shipping. #1 USA Dealer 2011-2017

NEW 2019 Mobile Suite AIRE

True4Season. Avg 30% off MSRP. Start @ $122,118
877-228-6975. CustomQOrderAvailable@NoCharge
View All New/Used Units @ www.rvsforless.net
Worldwide Shipping. #1 USA Dealer 2011-2017

Call or click today to get Trailer Life
delivered right to your mailbox!

Trailerlife.com/Subscribe
or call 866-799-4038
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NATION’'S LOW PRICED 5th WHEEL EXPERTS
Huge inventory of new/used high end 5ths
Mobile Suites, Landmark, Riverstone, Vilano,
View units at www.kansasrvcenter.com
800-835-0676 or sales@nuwa.com for info

NEW 2019 Heartland Landmark 365 (Loaded)
True 4 Season. Avg 30% off MSRP of $128,489

877-228-6975 CustomOrderAvailable@NoCharge
View All New/Used Units @ www.rvsforless.net
Worldwide Shipping. One of the Top 5 Dealers 2005-2017
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PRIVATE PARTIES
$32 per line, four-line minimum. Add $65
for color photo. Add $25 for all-red text.

COMMERCIAL

$74 per line, four-line minimum, 40 characters
per line. For photos (limited to RVs and Real
Estate), add $95 B/W or $115 color. For logos,
add $95 B/W, $115 color. No category limita-
tions for logos. For all-red text, add $50.

DISPLAY ADVERTISING
1" B/W ad: $395. 2" B/W ad: $675. For color,

add $75. Frequency discounts apply.
Payment: Check, Visa, MasterCard,
Discover, American Express.

Email: katey.purgatorio@goodsam.com
Phone: 847-229-6756. Fax: 270-495-6278

RV CLINIC

can carry. Take your truck, loaded with
the cargo and passengers normally
along when towing, to a public scale and
record the weight on the front and rear
axles. Compare these numbers to the
data label on the driver’s doorjamb and
note its gross axle weight rating (GAwR).
That's the maximum the truck axle can
carry without being overloaded. For
example, if the rear axle is rated at 5,000
pounds and it weighs 3,000 pounds,
there are 2,000 pounds of payload left.

Adding airbags will not increase
that weight rating, but they can help the
truck ride in a more level stance when
the trailer is hitched up. The trailer
weight may be perfectly suitable for the
truck but it still may sag a bit in back
with the extra load.

HAVE A TECH QUESTION &
Email rvclinic@trailerlife.com or write to
RV Clinic, 2750 Park View Court, Suite 240,
Oxnard, California 93036. Include your full name
and hometown. Selected letters will be answered
in the magazine, but time does not permit
individual replies. No phone calls, please.
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ireTraker
ire Pressure Monitoring Systems
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TT-500 - The Most Innovative
TPMS On The Market Today

 Pressure & Temperature
Monitoring

o USB Rechargahle Monitor

 Monitors Up To 22 Tires
[(0-232psi)

* 0.5 oz. Sensors - Lightest
on Market

o User Replaceable Sensor
Batteries

o Visual & Audible Alarms

o Automatic Update Feature

4 Sensor System
With Lifetime Warranty

$289.00

Additional Sensors ~ $35.00 ea.

866-200-9773
info@tiretraker.com
www.tiretraker.com

TireTraker, Circle 123 on Reader Service Card

Air-ride for GM and Ford
5th-wheel Systems!

_ NEW! [ Rt

BD5 5th Wheel Hitch

Eliminates 97% of road shock

11/8” thick jaws that completely
endircle pin

Direct fits into OEM 5th wheel
prep systems for Ford and GM

Rated for trailers up to 28K

No adaptors required

- ENSLEY

TrailerSaver models available for all sizes and applications

800.4 10.6580 www.TrailerSaver.com

Hensley Manufacturing Inc., Circle 107 on Reader Service Card
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ROADS TO ADVENTURE

@UNTAMED WEST
Clockwise from below: The highest point in the Black Hills, the
historic summit tower atop Black Elk Peak (7,242 feet) is a hiker's
he tt heads on a cliff in Custer State Park.
ew feet from the road.

heaven Bighorn

Faces of
the Black
eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee Hills

From hiking to
wildlife watching,
there’s more to
South Dakota than
Mount Rushmore

- by Lisa Ballard
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n South Dakota’s Black

Hills, the faces of
presidents Washington,
Jefferson, Lincoln and
Theodore Roosevelt on
Mount Rushmore aren’t the
only things to see. Among
the buttes and rocky spires
lies an enormous patch
of protected mixed-grass
prairie laden with wildlife.
We spend time there every
year. It's a place where
the Wild West still feels
untamed.

Hiking up Black Elk
Peak is one of my favorite
things. The trail climbs
1,100 feet, but it's spread
over 3%z miles with good
footing most of the way.
The effort rewards with a
chance to explore a stone
fire tower with jaw-drop-
ping views into four states:
South Dakota, Wyoming,
Montana and Nebraska.

Custer State Park is

always part of the itinerary.

We commonly see bison,

pronghorn, deer, prairie
dogs and bighorn sheep on
the park’s wildlife loop. And
then there are the “begging
burros.” Descended from
the pack animals used

by pioneer-era miners,
these extroverted equines
have no qualms about
squishing their noses onto
your vehicle’'s windows and
peering in. Perhaps the
animals in the park enjoy
watching us as much as we
like watching them!

PHOTOS: LISA BALLARD
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JE LOVES TO SAVE MOI

GEICO 7 your rv

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. © 2018 GEICO

Geico, Circle 105 on Reader Service Card
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