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four, and her early efforts to make Changes of Address
up her own sounded like this:

“Knock-knock.”

) ; | Eric Lindsay, E-mail:
| say, “Who's there? fijagh2007 @ericlindsay.com
“Mister Potatohead.” Bjo Trimble, E-mail: bjotrimble @gmail.com
“Mister Potatoheadha? Art Widner, 35501 S. Hwy 1, Unit 122,
Movie! Gualala, CA 95445-5122
Uproarious laughter — conta-
gious, so | laughed just as loud asgjc | jndsay: “ Oh yes, my email address
if it really had been the great joke pa5 changed again, thanks to spammers (to

she thought it was. the current vear).”
The punchline of her next year).

knock-knock joke was, ar \widner: “Didnt i give U my new snail
Chicken!” Which quickly re- 4i aqdress in LA at Worldcon?

vealed that she understood the «pont care abt junk mail, but hope i ha-
joke to be going through the ent|ost too many fanzines that i havent herd
knock-knock formula, then shout- ¢om in 4 cupl of yrs, that just got tost in the

ing a random noun with glee. spam pile.”

Diana’s Big Year: Diana’s book is out, cer- Well, she made me laugh.
tainly the biggest news this household is | do look forward to the day when Sierra
likely to have this year. Later in this issuewill get my jokes, although | guess by the
(page 12) | tell how hard it was to wait! And time that happens | won’t be reading Straw
on the following page Tom Veal supplies aberry Shortcake storybooks to my 5-year-old
bit more objective view of things in the first Everything the namesake character own
published review of her book. (Thank you,looks like a strawberry, or is red with greer
Tom.) The appearance of the book kicks ofpecks and | was pointing out examples t
a huge year for Diana’s scholarship, with twamy daughter. The strawberry-shaped table
Inklings-related journal articles scheduled toThe strawberry-pattern wallpaper. The straw
appear, and the launch of her websitderry alarm clock...
www.theplaceofthelion.com Rotsler Award: John Hertz told me that
The Sierra Comedy Hour: And our when Maureen Kincaid Speller completec
other family headline is: Sierra Grace turnedier term as a Rotsler Award judge she de
five years old in February. We needed threeided not to continue. We are very please
parties to fully celebrate. that Claire Brialey agreed to let us nominat
At this age Sierra loves jokes. When arher to complete the panel and I'm sure SCIF
issue ofClubhouse Jrcomes in she has me will quickly confirm her selection.
read its jokes to her, all sent in by the chil- Over the years the award has been r
dren who read the magazine. Quite a few armarkably free of politics, but selecting
puns and the wordplay often goes over thélexis Gilliland last year encouraged some
head of a five-year-old. She always apprecifolks on both sides of WSFA's difficulties to
ates a good knock-knock joke, though. look for a political message in our choice. St
Sierra discovered knock-knock jokesl will now reveal our message: Alexis draws
about a year ago when she had just turneftinny cartoons! End of story.
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FAAN Awards
The 2007 Fanzine Activity Achievement
(FAAN) Awards were presented on February
11 at Corflu Quire in Austin, TXThe win-
ners are:

Best Fanzine:Banana Wings

Best Fan Writer: Claire Brialey

Best Fan Artist: Dan Steffan

Best Letterhack (a.k.a. Harry Warner
Memorial Award): Lloyd Penney

Best New FanTeresa Cochran

Full voting statistics have been posted at
http://efanzines.com/Corflu24/FAAnVotes20 B
07.pdf |

I wondered how many people had votec
and to what degree the winners dominatec
their categories. Since the published tally
didn't foot its columns with vote totals |
went ahead and manually counted the 47
names on the voter list and the 49 first-place
votes they cast for Best Fanzine (hey I'm not
auditing the votes, it is what it is).

Remember that FAAn voters are asked tc
rank their top three choices, and a first place
vote is worth five points, a second place
worth three, and a third place worth one. Of
course, the weighted rankings allow the
FAAnNs to be more nearly governed by con- N f F d
sensus without the burdeﬁsgome mechgnics of ews o an om
an automatic runoff system (like the Hugos
use) that would make ballot counting as
complicated as a LASFS Board of Director:
election and even less fun.

I've listed everybody who receiveslt
least fivefirst-place votes in the FAAns to

A final note: | abandoned my plan toVegas Fandom Weekly #9@nd me (Arnie)
Sreport that Rotsler had outpolled the onlyas her Left-hand Man. ‘We’re not much on
other dead fanartist on the list when furthetitles,” Joyce admitted as she gazed benignly
research revealed that the other fellow isn'upon me from her newly erected Throne.™

. - dead. Never mind. Joyce is presently offering attending
illustrate two observations about the out- memberships for $50 (£30 for UK fans),
come. Next: Corflu Silver supporting memberships for $20. Funds can

Best Fanzine:Banana Wingg13), Pixel
(7), Vegas Fandom Week{§), Chunga(5).
Best Fan Writer: Claire Brialey (8),

Fanzine fans invented a convention of theiP® Sent via PayPal to Joyce Marie Katz; E-
own in 1984 and named it Corflu. Any fan- mail: JoyceWorleyl@cox.net. Rate increases
have yet to be determined and will depend

Chris Garcia (5) zine publisher back then recognized the fan he hotel deal <h "
Best Fan Artist: Dan Steffan (10), Brad Nish word for correction fluid, a word .evo.ca-Upo'Ar\‘t et Oteth eg SﬂeE‘a Jes. | hints th
Foster (7), Alan White (5) tive of the rich blue color and intoxicating A pos Onl ?j't' oriiu f'Vt";‘] ourna l'” S ﬁ
Best Letterhack: Robert Lichtman (11), Smell of the potion used to cover mistakes onex .tseve;a Ie itons o S ettlcontha SS '\;VId
Lloyd Penney (7) mimeograph stencils. Today the word still isT€VISIt past glories -- in Seattle, the Unite

vention namiingdom and in the Silicon Valley/San Fran-

. iconic, a perfect choice as a con . ; )
Best New Fan: Teresa Cochran (6) P it can be reCisco area (under the aegis of Chris Garcia.)

Weighted voting for second and thirdWith the extra advantage that
places played a crucial role in two FAAn peated in publilc, unlike other words fans use , )
categories. In the Best Fan Writer categoryvhen they make typos. Lloyd’s Golden Tonsils

Chris Garcia was the fan receiving the sec- Now that Corflu has been held 24 times itloyd Penney may have needed a bit of cor-
ond-highest number of first place votes, yefnust be admitted one implication of the titlerective eye surgery but his voice is golden
he finished fourth in the runoff. Then. in theisSn't true. When you corflu something moreand more in demand than ever:

Best Letterhack category Lloyd penn’ey worthan once it means you've made quite a “Bastard; of Kirkshould already be out
the runoff despite Robert Lichtman’s lead inMess. Corflu the convention has proved then line, | believe. | can't seem to get my own
first-place votes, 11 to 7, because Lloydréverse is true, crowning with success retureopy of it, but I'l keep trying. My own voice
scored points from a lot more second-placérips to favorite fan .com.munit.ies four work career keeps going... | had to give up
votes, 9 to 2. This pattern suggests peoplémes in Northern California, twice in Seat-on Transit a student production at Ryerson,
vote candidly and don't leave off strong“e: twice in Madlson. . . because of the eye operation, and post-
second-place contenders in order to help Las Vegas will have its third turn whenproduction onThe Nastiworthsanother Ry-
their first-place choices. Because of that th&orflu Silver is held there next year, proba-erson student production, is halfway done. In
FAAns seem to do exactly what they aredly in April. The silver anniversary event about a week or so, | go for a full-day semi-
designed to do, measure the depth of comvill be chaired by Joyce Katz. nar on voice WOI’!( through a company in
munity interest in giving the award to a per- “She has appointed James Taylor as héioronto called VoiceWorx, and they'l give
son or zine. Right-hand Man.” reported Arnie Katz in all who take the course tips and techniques
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Really Late Katrina News  didn'tfind any bodies.
It's still worth mentioning that New Or- You look inside the house, and you
leans fan Dr. Jack Stocker appeared on tHdOn't know whether to laugh or cry. Somey
cover of the November 21, 2005 issue ofing on the order of 20,000 books in m
the Chemical and Engineering Nevesd house are on the floor. All of them, o
was the subject of a feature article aboufCUrse, are ruined from the water. In some
scientists impacted by Hurricane Katrina.P'aces, the rooms are at least 4 feet deeq in
Stocker is an emeritus professor of chemisP@oks. And you can't get through thg
try at the University of New Orleans. house or even into the house to see arly-

The experience was nothing like hething else. | am trying to retrieve what
expected. “I had been through hurricane§an from some of the few things that suf-
in the past, and recall looking out in theVived:

street and seeing water up to 2 feet deep at ?tocker told reporter Linda Raber,
the end of the block. Our kids went outdon’t mind the loss of the books so much

with Ball jars and caught small fish in @ ! mind loss of photograph albums arld
what was simply a lake from door to door etters from our parents that simply are not
as far as the eye could see.” replaceable at any price. A lot of things

His house survived the hurricane buhat you, in your initial rush, want to savej
was destroyed by water damage when th¥ou realize are not practical. Each one yqu
levee broke. “You look at it, and it's only decide to let go of, you have to say a pey-
the remnants of a house. The front big[Sonal good-bye to. These are things you'ye
Dr. Jack Stocker window is gone, with markings below it reasured a'I’I your life. It's not easy, | can
indicating that they searched inside andSSure you.

1

on how to create your own cartoon voicesaccurate copy-typing from Ms Brialey.”

Toronto is one of the few cities in the world Skyrackis now available at: Yvonne Penney Shines

that has studios for dubbing anime into Eng- http://www.gostak.co.uk/skyrack/index.htm

lish, so some big anime voice artists are lo- Kofi AnAngoging ASr:r&]lJrSCOfC?a?IZC?(vonne
cal. And soon, we'l hit the studio and tape More Centuries of Fanzines Perney. . an o e Panney

Waykey WayKey!, the working title of @ agier | wrote nice things in the lasile 770 d v f hen h
oga CD for kids, where | shall be the ha . ; Joined some very lamous company when her

yog , » Whe PPYabout three prolific fanzines, some otheressay was accepted for publication Tihe

jolly English narrator. editors who have scored more than a centuryyhact of Space Activities Upon Socjety

of issues demanded credit, too. published by the European Space Agency in

British Newzine Heaven Lee Gold scoffed: February 2005 in a landscape trade paper-
The full runs of two British newzines from  “You're impressed by fanzines that have,,ck format.
the 60's and 70’s are now available onlinehit issue #100? My bimonthly filkzinéeno- Besides Kofi Annan and Sir Arthur C.

thanks to a heroic application of computefilkia recently got to issue #111, but thatc|arke, the books contains essays by Dr. Ken
technology and a fanatical devotion to theseems paltry to me, because my montth/loney, Vanna Bonta, Robert McCall, Don
Pope (er, cancel that last.) roleplaying apaAlarums and Excursions payis. David Hardy, and many more profes-

Dave Langford led the effort to bring recently got to issue #376.” sors and leading names in European, Ameri-
Peter Roberts'€heckpointto the Web, in- Lee foundedA&E because Bruce Pelz 5, Japanese and other space efforts.
cluding issues produced by Darroll Pardoeasked her to get all that roleplaying talk out  v\onne wrote in her capacity as a mem-
(#47 to #62) and lan Maule (#63 to #73).  of LASFS’ weekly APA-L. ber of the Board of Directors of the Canadian
All 111 issues of Peter Roberts’ British new-  Evelyn Leeper figures anybody who haSSpace Society. Her essay appears in the
zine Checkpointare now available online at: n’t passed the millennium is just a piker: “Challenges for Life” section, on page 27,

http://checkpoint.ansible.co.uk/ “You talk about a fanzine reaching 10044 says with trufannish sensawonda:

This includes the first series of severissues. TheMT VOID reached 100 issues on  « pble’s pictures of the nebulae are
issues from 1969, and 104 issues in the setday 20, 1981. Of course, it was not Ca”edbreathtakingly beautiful. The panoramas of
ond series from 1971-1979. Work was comthe MT VOID then--it was just th@ell Labs  he \Martian surface are unbelievable, as are
pleted in a year-and-a-half, with the finishingScience Fiction Club Notice(In fact, we {ne detailed pictures of Earth from the Shut-
touches applied on February 18. have only recently stopped referring to it aSje5 and the Imax film from the International

Flushed with success, several fans movetthe Notice".) We had not quite gone WeekIySpace Station. The Earthrise from the lunar
on to webify all 96 issues of Ron Bennett'sby then, but we were close. We reached issU§,riace will always be an awesome sight for
Skyrack published 1959-1971. The work 200 on December 14, 1983, and were defigg a5 it reminds us how fragile our planet
was carried on by Greg Pickersgill, Jim Lin-nitely weekly. We just published issue really is, and how alone we are amongst the
wood and Claire Brialey, with proofreading #1422.” stars.”
help from Bill Burns and some original text TheVoidis primarily online, but | remem- The hardcopy edition costs 10 euros from
supplied by Robert Lichtman. Catherineber when they used to send me printoutsssa and even better, is available as a free
Pickersgill helped prepare the webpafee Evelyn assures me they're still sending papefjownioad in PDF format from:
site explains, it only needed “hours of scancopies to three subscribers -- including ‘]Ohr'nttp://www.spaceandsociety.org/indexz.html
ning and OCR and some incredibly fast andHertz, “notable ‘non-connected’ fan.



March 2007 5

Fandom’s Tangied Weab

Ah! Sweet Laney! The February podcast boasts an an-
To raise funds for this year's Corflu, Rober SMQLL F, nguncemdemzooggthgozgm I':taean h/z\{vzrd XVln-
Lichtman edited and Pat Virzi published : ners an rilu site choice, Jean
collection of Francis Towner Lgney’s fan W(E' mNé Stine’s reminiscences about David McDaniel
articles titledAh! Sweet Laney! The Writings m( 5! K- gs a f"erlrd Feattljrée6do from thdg colle(f:ngn Qdf
of a Great Big ManWill some think the ads arry ola are S recordings of Davi

McDaniel performing two of Tom Digby's
classic filk songs, “Shottle Bop” and “Little
Teeny Eyes,” and a 1978 recording of Barry
himself singing “Defenestration.” Arnie talks
about the San Diego Westercon that inspired
Poul Anderson’'s “Bouncing Potatoes,”
which serves to introduce Bill and Roxie
Mills’ performance of the classic filk song
“The Voices of Fandom” website repre-
sents the latest technological leap forward in
a tradition of audio fanac that began with
wire recordings. As Harry Warner wrote
about Charles Burbee & Wealth of Fable
“Around the end of 1947, Burb was recu-
perating from pneumonia one day when Cy
Condra came visiting and brought along his
wire recorder. When he was able to write for
fanzines again, Burb explained how he re-
acted to the machine: ‘It is not true that | am
fascinated by the sound of my own voice
being played back at me. | am not held spell-
bound. 1 am not enchanted. It's just that I'd

should begin “Despite popular demand...”?

The ancient LASFSian Francis Towne
Laney cut quite a swath in his day, mainl
through the literary cadavers of his feu
partners. When his name is remembere
now, it is usually for what he had to sa
about suspected homosexual members of t
LASFS, views that are not only politically
incorrect in 2007, but were unwelcome whe
“Ah! Sweet Idiocy!” was published in 1948.
Harry Warner Jr. wryly observed &ll Our
Yesterdays “Any fan who has read Laney
first and St. Augustine later has found th
saint’s work the more pallid of the two.” And
he added, “Laney didn't allow its reprinting
during his lifetime, fearing that his mysteri-
ous immunity from lawsuits wouldn’'t be
shared by any future publisher.”

I've never seen anybody try to get fans 1
look at Laney's less controversial fanac be
fore, though of course I've spent all my life
in LASFS and maybe that was because tl

old LASFSfians wouldn’'t want to and the rather.listen to my own voice than anything |
new LASFSians wouldn't care about anyone can think Of'. L .
who hasn't been on TV... Shelby Vick became the leading figure in

Robert Lichtman promises there actuall;&vnly as listeners but as contributors. Thosgne Fan Federation for Sound Productions,

is enjoyment to be had from reading th ith Odeo online recorders can add theil|so known as Wirez, a national effort to

e . ) .

. L . “nish podcasts, historic soundbites and classige same way fans produced typescript
Bift;:foi:1ncCeJﬁg%?yogﬁec?éstheA:Izti:”;atl:g dm:ﬁlk music. An oral history page plays shortyqynd-robins.
tion exy.,)lains: ) testimonials by various Las Vegrants in April  Audio tape overtook wire, and is the me-

u idles in thi iop, 2006 about how they discovered fandom.  djum in which Frank Dietz recorded part of
Some of the articles in this collection Mills' TVOF podcasts debuted in Octobernojacon | in 1951 and much IaterpLarry

the years, bt for most ths & ther frst aifing2 00 Vith the Las Vegrants Audio One-ShotTucker  producedUncie. Alberts Electi
1€ ¥ th ' itten in the ‘40 d IgHe’s kept up a monthly schedule since thenTaIking Fanzine

,S'gce S.ey Wwere written in he S an earh%\/lills rang in the New Year iTVOF Podcast The URL for Bill Mills’ website is:

S0s. Since not everyone has access to t 4 by interviewing Arnie Katz about Core  hitp://thevoicesoffandom.com

.Or'?”:jaldfﬁnszes (I)Irt the .reprlrgs, thtey a.lr?Fandom’s ever-increasing comfort with elec- b: '

included here for all to enjoy... (I can't resis : . S = i

noting, however, that ‘Apologize, Al Ash- :]zc;r;:tcs ;?en \Z,:,gﬁ W%Irsttr??# g(t)irr;e/t-\orrl]ilset(in.com I—!ertz Launches _

leyr is the article that got Burbee fired as Ainie ‘points out five top fanzines that Fannish Column Online

editor of Shangri L'Affaires) primarily have an electronic presence. TheéCollectingsf.com has launched a new column
_Itis a 132 page collection, the cover de- 400 propelling fandom toward a grea@bout fandom, "A Fan's View," written by

sign and tlt!e page by Dan Steffan and inte- divide, much like the advent of color televi-John Hertz. In the first installment, titled

rior illustrations by Bill Rotsler. The cost is sion after which the kinescopes of the oldDistilled Spirit of a Classic Fanzine,” John

(US) $15 plus postage ($5 to US addresses, )\ o qwnite TV shows  were  often reviewsThe Best of Xero

$8 to Canada, $10 overseas.) Order from P hrown away. Similarly, fanzines done in

Virzi, 618 Westridge Dr., Duncarllvillle, LR hardcopy that are not ported to the digital

75116 (checks payable to Pat Virzi, or Pay- environment will eventually be lost. Unfortu-

Pal tocorfluz4@swbell.ngt nately, some of the efforts made to do so

. have disappointed Arnie, who considers it a

The Voices of Fandom mistake to shoot JPG’s of mimeographed A

Bill Mills’ new website “The Voices of Fan- pages because they are miserable to read. He [\

dom” invites everyone to share the fun Laselieves the real value is having an interac-

Vegas fans have around the microphone, neive text format.
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AMAZON SHORTS COMPLETES POSTING HAMIT’S
THE SHENANDOAH SPY. ALL 14 PARTS NOow ONLINE
[From the Amazon press release] ) person and it follows actual events
The Amazon Shorts program - ‘{,%%‘é"gﬁ.ﬁguﬁ% fairly closely. My research in-
electronic literature at Amazon.cc NGT EUEN A LITTLE. volved not just the Official Records

but also the diaries and letters of
some of these characters. The cen-
tral event is The Battle of Front
Royal, which was the kickoff for
Stonewall Jackson’s famous Valley
Campaign. Belle did significant
duty for the South that day. Her
actions, which included carrying a
message across the battlefield un-
der fire and making a situation
report to Jackson, are verified by
more than one source. This is why
she was promoted.”

Hamit acknowledges that Belle
Boyd was a controversial figure
whose deeds were later disputed. “I
did a lot of research. Belle was
attacked by the Northern newspa-
pers during the war and by male

accelerated the publication of Fran
Hamit's Civil War novel,The Shenar
doah Spy,about the early career
Belle Boyd, the teen aged girl fro
Martinsburg, Virginia, who became tl
best-known Confederate spy and v
was the first woman in American Hi
tory to be commissioned an army of
cer. The fact-based novel had to
divided into 14 parts to accommodi
its 43 chapters and more than ¢
pages.

“At 49 cents per part, this is a t
mendous bargain for the readers,” |
mit said, “And it also allows them i
sample the novel to see if they wani
read the entire thing. It turns out tl
they do. We had several requests
accelerate the publication schedule,
that they could finish reading it. ( historians after it. There was a fair
course, we were happy to oblige.” amount of male chauvinism and

“I am also very happy to be part of just plain jealousy in what was
the Amazon Shorts program. | think it's a  “Belle’s story is one | discovered when Iwritten and said about her. Hopefully, this
great deal for readers. There are over 60@as working for theEncyclopaedia Britan- novel will set the record straight.”
titles and over 400 authors there, and theyica about 25 years ago. | always thought it Hamit, who has a degree from the lowa
keep adding more.” Hamit added, “There aravould make a terrific novel. This first book Writer's Workshop, is best known as a jour-
also requests for a regular hardbound editioin what has become a series of novels aboumglist, but for the last several years has writ-
and that will happen next year. It will costthe Confederate Secret Service and thten fiction and drama almost exclusively. He
more, of course, because print publicatioowomen who worked for it covers the periodserved in military intelligence during the
involves materials and processes we donlbetween July 1861 and July 1862. AlmostVietham War. He currently lives in Califor-
have to deal with in this electronic form. every character in it is based upon a reatia.
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Google Loses Again — The Implications

< H information providers. So, some lawyer might call their conduct
Z)"Frl:::;calmsltgz;n it Quality is sacrificed for quantity. Junk predatory and worthy of an anti-trust inves-

prevails in the marketplace. tigation. Copyright law is a global law man-
. . The heart of the issue is, as always, ondated by treaty and it has not kept pace with
[From Hamit's blog thefightforcopy- ot money. Quality content is only supportedthe rapid developments of the Internet tech-
right.forwriters.org, Flebruary 13, 2007], by charging for its use. There is the pay-pernologies. Engineers have an attitude that
You saw the news, I'm sure. Google has loSfie\y model and the advertiser supportecanything which can be done should be done,
to the French and Belgium newspapers tha},nde| and what my friend Jerry Pournellebut that way lies madness.

sued over their unauthorised linking and.ps the public television model where an- For everyone's sake, Google cannot be
copying of their content. Google is beingpa| subscription fees pay for the entire siteallowed to use its size and economic power
fined daily, but plans to appeal. (See Chaos Manor, the original blog.) to crush competition. Those old print media
~ Given the nature of that story | am not' put this up as a public service, and ifirms in Europe are doing all of us a service
I|nklpg to any of the newsstories about it.qsesnt make any money. | stopped askingy standing up to them.

You'll just have to find it for yourself. for donations when | settled my cases. Most We can get to the kind of universal

~ Google has tried to steamroller its Wa¥heople, however, need to make somethinglobal information service that Google pro-
into a total domination of the Search func-fom their work. motes. But they have to get serious and
tion. They hold that they are conferring a ¢ Google is allowed to simply take con-share revenues. They have to ask permis-
benefit simply by listing web sites and theirient jn an unrestrained way, they end upsion, as inconvenient as that may be.
contents. That may be true, but they alsQyyning it. They sell ads supported by this The first rule of business is that a deal
diminish the value of content for paying content. The more search terms they haveanly works if it is fair to all the parties in-

customers by making it available for free.the more attractive they are to advertisvolved. Otherwise you will have lawsuits.
That creates a race to the bottom among,s ang they have competitors.
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K
[Reprinted from Smofs, with a
new postscript by John.]

= | Late last night, the

snake still was inside the

Anyway, I'm driving south i trash can at the Park
on Beach Drive in Washington's Police's nearby Rock
Rock Creek Park last nigk sna Creek Park substation

[January 15], and just after waiting to be turned
pass the Park Police static over to D.C. Animal

my headlights catch a glir

Control officers, Fear
of scales in the oncomin said.
lane just before | pas Officers on the scene
something that surel were not sure where the snake
couldn't be a large bc came from but suspected that it
constrictor... | turn aroun. was a python and that it might have

and pull up slowly anc been domesticated, Fear said. But, he
there, in front of me in the cautioned, "we're not experts on snakes."

northbound lane, is a six o. | realized as | drove away that | should
seven foot snake that sure look. have taken a picture with my phone. (I never
like a boa constrictor (and b e e n think to use the thing as a camera.) It did,
seems disinclined to give way to oncom- having about however, occur to me to use the phone to call
ing traffic). m vy sanity). With the assurancethe Washington Post and let them know

To keep anyone from running over thethat the snake is now safe from traffic andabout this, if only just to have a newspaper
poor critter, | leave my car in the traffic lane,that the cops are calling D.C. animal controlyeport to confirm that | hadn't just halluci-
put on my flashers, and jog up to the policd get back in my car and head home. nated the whole thing. (I also called WRC-
station. As | arrive, another motorist, who  The article by Philip Rucker in the Janu-TV, as | knew their station was nearby, but
has also seen the snake is just about to pudry 18" edition of the Washington Post givesthey were too close to air time to have a cam-

away from the station. "Did you see it too?"the story after | left.... era crew that they could spare to send.) Fur-
he asks, and explains that he has told the ROCK CREEK PARK thermore, it has since occurred to me that |
police about the big poisonous (sic) snake in  Slithering Snake Snarls Traffic had in the back of my car a couple of big

the road. | tell him that I'm about 90% sure A six- to eight-foot-long snake thattubs that we probably could have coaxed the
that it's a big boa or other constrictor andsplayed itself across Beach Drive slowedsnake into if I'd know that D.C. Animal Con-
probably not poisonous, but that I'm no hertraffic in Rock Creek Park last night beforetrol doesn't think it necessary to come
petologist. Nonetheless, he clearly thinks thapolice safely trapped the critter, U.S. Parkquickly when they're told that a seven-foot
I'm just the "expert" the cops need and, jusPolice said. snake has been found. (I'm glad the cops on
as he leaves, urges me to go fill themin. The snake was discovered about 9:5(he scene were smarter than | was!)

The officer who comes to the door isp.m. on Beach Drive south of Joyce Road, The nexttime I'm driving along and find a
clearly wondering what the heck they're supsaid Sgt. Scott Fear, a Park Police spokesboa constrictor crawling up the road, Il
posed to do with the news of a big snake oman. After about a half-hour, officers laid know better.
the road, but he and another officer bring twaut a trash can in the road to trap the snake. Postscript:| traded emails with D.C Ani-
patrol cars down the road. In the light ofThe snake slithered into the trash can, offimal Control a week or so later, and they
headlights and flashlights, we take anotheters closed the lid and late-night motoristsreported that they had the snake in their care
look at the snake, who has now decided thatere spared a scare. while awaiting it's transfer to a rescue group
it doesn't like the attention and has coiled in  "We were able to get the snake out of thévhich was full up at the moment). The
on itself and started to hiss loudly at the intoadway safely for everybody," Fear said. ~Animal Control office described the snake as
truders. "That's a big snake,” the officer The snake slowed but did not halt'very aggressive” (which, under the circum-
confirms (and thus relieves a few worries I'dsouthbound traffic on Beach Drive, he said. stances, | think it had every right to be).
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i what might have been. Naturally, it's more
\ =-likely that by declining the arrangement Chi-
DENVER w'"’ 09 wonlbco" ===l == cago helped itself avoid the bad word-of-
i : mouth that such a back-room deal was sure
to generate. But let's not allow wisdom to
spoil a good anecdote.

Worldcons in Times to Come
Let’s review the bidding.

2009: The long-sufferingKansas City
bidders who marched on after losing the
2006 race have their shot at redemption in
this year’s site selection vote. Can they over-
come the less road-wealontreal crew?
And is there really aAlbany, NY bid?

. ) . . Margene Bahm’Kansas City committee
Whether the headline for a story about théielped by holding site selection at a westerfhejydes Elaine Brennan, Parris McBride,

2008 Worldcon site selection ought to readJ.S. venue, the way Baltimore hosting thejgmes Murray, Paula Helm Murray, Ted
“Denver Wins!” or “Chicago Loses!” de- site selection in 1998 apparently h9|peq3oovey, Jeff Orth, Keith Stokes and plenty
pends on which end of the microscopePhiladelphia beat Orlando, but the 1998 angds gihers.
you're pointing at the result, it was so close. 2006 voting patterns were quite different. Repe Walling, chair of thevlontreal
Denver won the three-way race againsthe impact of Baltimore-area voters in 19985 mmittee, is joined by Robbie Bourget,
Chicago and Columbus. In the runoff Co-was profound, with Philadelphia enjoying agyrian Davis, Bruce Farr, Terry Fong, Eugene
lumbus fell first, and after its votes were150-vote margin among ballots cast on theje|ler, Peter Jarvis, John Mansfield, Linda
redistributed Denver edged Chicago 672-66@nal day of voting. By comparison, at Ross-Mansfield, Mr. Shirt (Michael McCon-
— a difference of just 12 votes (667 voted..A.con IV, Denver collected only 24 more nell), Nicholas Shectman, Marie-Astrid
were needed to win.) votes onsite than Chicago (425 vs. 401).  \yjajling, and René Walling. Their bid name
Denvention llI, the 66th World Science Some seemed to believe that Chicag@AnticipationSF" adopts the French term for
Fiction Convention, will be held August 6- suffered a disadvantage because “this was &jence fiction in bookstores throughout
10, 2008. Lois McMaster Bujold is Guest ofremarkably ~low-turnout site  selection,” guebec, whose English meaning is equally
Honor, Rick Sternbach is Artist Guest ofwhich also wasn't true. There were 1,561gagisfactory for this purpose.
Honor, Tom Whitmore is Fan Guest ofvotes cast in the 2008 site selection, more p major difference between the two bids
Honor, and Wil McCarthy is Toastmaster.than in 6 of the past 10 races. In fact thgg the dates they propose to hold the World-
Kent Bloom is chair. The main facilities will 2008 vote was close to the average tally in @5y Montreal would hold it August 6-10,
be the Colorado Convention Center andf the past 11 races (throwing out the 1999009 Kansas City prefers September 3-7,
Adam's Mark Hotel. and 2005 races won by Australia and Glaspoog: |abor Day Weekend in the U.S.
Information about attending membershipgow on the theory that North Americans are  There's also a web page bearing a modest
rates, including discounts for individualsless likely to vote if they know they won’t be proposal to hold the 2009 Worldcon M-
who supported the bid or voted in site selecattending the con.) The average of the balIot@any, NY and limit attendance to 1,500. Paul
tion, is posted at the convention's websitecast in the other 9 races is 1,621, only 55,5 says he was at lunch with some fans at
http://www.denver2008.com/ more than cast in the 2008 voting. Noreascon 4 “who were unfamiliar with the
When a bid loses by an extremely narrow Of all the conspiracy theories my favoritesystem of bidding on Worldcons. In trying to
margin people can think of any number ofis the allegation that Chicago lost as the "éexplain the system | made the mistake of
“butterfly effects” that may have pushed asult of a “Wrath of Khan”-style parting shot saying ‘If someone were to bid for a World-
few critical votes into the winner's camp. by Columbus chair Kim Williams. Sometime ¢op jn. say, Albany in 2009..." and before the
Here are some popular ones: in 2006 she reportedly wanted Chicago tQyords had left my lips Marc Gordon, Seth
Chicago had the highest hotel rates of thagree to encourage its supporters to giVRreidbart, and Carl ‘z" Zwanzig had pulled
three bids. Some people were still grumpytheir second-place vote to Columbus, whilgyyt their wallets and thrown $20 bills at me.
that the Hyatt removed amenities like coffeeColumbus would tell people to vote Colum-pare and the others thought this was a great
pots and fixings from rooms during Chiconbus 1 and Chicago 2. So during the ballo}oke mimicing how the ‘Let's Do It Again in
2000. Artists and their friends never stoppedounting whenever a Chicago representativen10, Melbourne’ bid started (by the way, |
talking about Chicon 2000’s mishandling ofsaw a bullet vote for Columbus (meaningy,g presupporter #22 for that bid). Then |
the Art Show. second place left blank) they had to wondefefysed to give them their money back.”

Another weakness, one you wouldn’t A lot of years have passed since it has
expect from a Chicago political machir been safe to utterly dismiss a bid as a joke so
is that it apparently didn’t turn out all tI I list it for completeness. (Hey, Hollister got
local voters. Chicago’s bid involved cc 79 votes just last year so you could say its
lition of three lllinois convention (amor supporters basically determined who won the
many other fans), but several directors runoff for 2008 Worldcon!)
the three committees may not have vo 2010: Melbourne, Australia is the lone
Had they all voted for Chicago it wou bidder for 2010. A committee chaired by
have just about covered the gap. Perry Middlemiss boasts many experienced

~ Looking at the wider geopolitic conrunners, Rose Mitchell, Stephen Boucher,
picture, some fans believe Denver v David Evans, Paul Ewins, Janice Gelb, Mark
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Linneman, Allan Stewart, Julian Warnerbly open in 2011.” and there's always the chance that cancer
(four of them are past DUFF winners!) In a companion article, tHeostreported might appear on my left side but for today |
2011: Seattle is bidding. There is a webthe Washington D.C. convention center ex<an breathe easier than | have in months.”
page and a flyer, neither of which names anpects to lose $22 million in 2007. Wooster,
corr|1|mittee metmbedrs. I\ltcr)]t t[;%t thet) names arrgqp sent the ctlippings, tadd.s “[Nottt(?] thz#] the Porter Becomes Part
really a secret, and as the bid gets more seffiailing convention center is cutting their . .
ous they may even be advertised. They praates. Maybe this will make Worldcons here of Medical Establishment
pose to hold the con in August 2011 at thenore affordable!” Report by Andrew Porter: Former SF
Washington State Convention and Trade 2013:A Texasin 2013 bid “exploratory Chronicle editor/publisher Andy Porter was
Center located in Downtown Seattle. committee” is chaired by Bill Parker. Karendiagnosed with obstructive jaundice on De-
2012: The former Chicago in 2008 bid Meschke posted that they are looking at site§Mber 10th. He had a medical procedure
has emerged Phoenix-like from the ashes arid Fort Worth, Houston and San Antonio. WO days later and was subsequently found to
become a 2012 bid. The committee report- Craige Howlett announced his bid for a'@Ve & cancerous growth on his bile duct a
edly mailed Valentines to its supporters con2013 Worldcon inSan Joseat the recent Yveek later. On Janua"ry 19th, he had. a
taining this announcement: Smofcon in Kansas City, reported Jack Whipple Procedure” (a Pancreati-
“As with many great stories, endings alsAvery in SFSF 36 Although Howlett is a coduodenectomy) .Wh'Ch quahﬁe; as major
bring new beginnings. While this notice toboard member of San Francisco SciencgUrgery, at Memorial Sloan Kettering Hosital
you is the final act of our bid for the 2008 Fiction Conventions, Inc., the bid is not as" New York City.
Worldcon...we also bring you news of theyet being undertaken by the corporation that 1€ was discharged on January 28th, but
future. We wish to let you, the folks that weran ConFrancisco and ConJose. “If | carsubsequently developed complications which
love, know that we’ll be back and better tharprove to the board of SFSFC that there arkesulted in another hospital stay, from Febru-
ever. We have decided to launch a new bienough people to back the bid, they will fully @y 17th to the 23rd. Having lost 20 pounds
and will be campaigning to bring the 2012support me, but 'm not expecting their sup-" 1€sS than that number of days, a CAT scan
Worldcon home to the town we all love. Theport until the summer of 2008.” showed fluid leaking from the incisions of
new bid will officially get underway in 2008  Smofcon churned with rumors ofvtin-  the January 19th operation accumulating
at the Worldcon in Denver (Denvention3).neapolis Worldcon bid. You see, 2013 is @ound the pancreas. A drain was installed,
We hope that you will love and support thatalso the year 5773 in the Hebrew Calendaf,0rter was put on Cipro, and he was again
bid as you have done this one. We look forso it would synchronize with the long- discharged. Until the fluid dries up, all
ward to your continued support!” standing Minneapolis in '73 bid. Is anybodythoughts of chemotherapy have been post-
Some fans heard at last year's Balticoserious about this? Seth Breidbart is inPoned- Eventually Porter hopes to continue
thatWashington, D.C. had shifted its sights volved, which means pretty much anything" the life science fictional that he's been
from 2011 to 2012. Martin Morse Wooster might happen. living for the past many decades. ,
recently wrote, “As you know, Washington’s One good thing has come out of all this:
Worldcon bid collapsed because in part there Porter now weighs less than he did when, at
wasn't a hotel near our new convention cen- 1 age 18 in 1964, he registered for the draft.
ter.” Outsiders also have speculated that part ﬁ Lean, but not so mean. ++ Andrew Porter
of the reason is that Denvention chair Kent . .
DOWN Fannish Bookplates Online
W Artwork by George Barr is featured in a

Bloom, a former DC smof, is making some
of his friends very busy with his 2008

Worldcon. Speculation extends to the idea recent entry at Lewis Jaffe’s blog “Bookplate

that a DC bid might be officially launched at Junkie .” There’s also an example of a book-

Denvention. Meanwhile, the old DC in 2011 plate used by Ozzie Train, once a leading

website has been abandoned and the domail Philadelphia fan. The URL is:

name is up for sale. http://bookplatejunkie.blogspot.com/
TheWashington Posteported in the Feb-

ruary 19 issue: “With convention attendance ™ Ve, Joyous News

decreasing and convention-booked hotel Joy V. Smith's article “Selling a Cool Book

rooms fewer than predicted, politicians, de- About the House That Joy Built” is #2 in the

velopers and tourism officials are eager to Medical Updates 2006 Preditors & Editors poll--Non-fiction

move ahead with plans to build a 1,400-r00M\EgEA archivistikelly Personswas recov- category. Her short story, “Pretty Pink
hotel, the biggest in the city, connected by &yjng from a broken bone in her ankle at thélanet,” is #13 (tie) in the P&E Short Story

tunnel to the convention center. .
. time of the February 4 NESFAM 781 SF category.
“Every day there’'s not a shovel in the y A ] gory

ground is costing us business,’ said William
A. Hanbury, president and chief executive ofg;
the Washington D.C., Convention & Tour
ism Corp., who estimates that the lack of
hotel has cost more than $200 million in

Last issue should have reportdtike — Chattacon Artists in Tax Ruckus
~Glicksohn’s good news, dating back to July. artists who sent art to Chattacon (January
He wrote in a letter toVegas Fandom 20.22) have now received a letter from the

eekly Tennessee Department of Revenue saying

i “The surgeon says the biopsy was negape deli t 9.25% sales t
convention trade. ... . . dhey are delinquent on 9.25% sales tax,
tive: no signs of bladder cancer and he'syhich TDR estimates at $500 (per artist),

. “Constructlon on the Washington CONVeN‘given me a (temporary) clean bill of hea“h-according to Bruce Miller on Smofs. The
tion center project was supposed to start thlgo thanks for all those good wishes and googtists don't know whether Chattacon col-
fall and be completed in 2010. But now theyipes yoy all sent this way: they seem tected any taxes at the time of sale. Other
earliest that ground could be broken Is nexpaye yorkeq Tennessee cons, such as LibertyCon. handle
winter, that would be the hotel would proba- “I'l have to be tested every three monthajes tax themseives. '
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Ron Bennett
by John Hertz

[Reprinted from Vanamonde 709]
Bennett lived in Harrogate. He died in No-
vember (1933-2006). He was the 1958 TAFF
delegate, nominated by Bob Pavlat, himself
nominating John Berry; his TAFF report was
Colonial Excursion He was a Knight of St.
Fantony. While Stephen Potteamesman-
ship occupied us, Bennett began a fanzine
Ploy, starting withPloy 2 to pique us into
wondering who was so much worthier as to
have received the previous issue. This zine
naturally employed fannish minds, gave rise
to comploynts and exploynations, and of-
fered a source of ploysure some found
ployperfect.

He published the newszin&kyrack
which name despite its lofty look meant
actuallyskyr ack= shire oak; he even pubbed
an ish from Singapore. He kept a fictional
elephant Cecil. He was a schoolteacher, later
a bookseller; he sold pro writing of his own,

y some s-f and mysteries likeSingapore

= Swing Under his influence | found the U.S.
soft drink Kickapoo Joy Juice. He wrote nine
articles forMimosa to Vanamondg*“l meet
too few intelligent, witty people who can
carry the thread of conversation and keep
side-tracking with humorous asides. Maybe
this is the coreaison d’etrefor my being in
fandom.” The comedian Danny Kaye, he
said, was a distant relative. Perhaps distant in
blood. May his memory be for a blessing.

Left: Lee Hoffman and Bob Tucker at Nolacon I in 1951. Right: Richard
Eney. Both photos by Bob Madle.

Richard Eney

L ee Hoffman (1932-2007) colors on cotton fabric, then stitched together By Robert Lichtman

Lee Hoffman died of a massive heart attacinto @ tunic to wear over her slacks. [Reprinted by permission from the February
on February 6Hoffman had many talents  Hoffman was honored as Fan Guest 02007 Fantasy Amateur in FAPA]
and interests. She became a “folknik” (fan offonor at Chicon IV in 198%or Chicon IV, Long-time FAPA member Dick Eney
folk music) in the 60’s and enjoyed a careeNESFA producedn and Out of Quandrya died of a stroke on December 22. He joined
as a novelist in several genres, while keepinge!léction of Hoffman’s writing. Kelly Freas originally in August 1950, dropped out in
up her interest in fanac. Supplied the cover art. May 1979, and rejoined in November 1981.

Hoffman found fandom in 1950 and be- N November, 1951, Lee Hoffman startedHe served as OE here on several occasions:
gan to publishQuandry Quandry promptly  Science-Fiction Five-Yearlgs a FAPAzine, November 1956 to August 1958, for
became a leading fanzine. Its contributordh€n in the 1980s permitted distribution out-0ne mailing in August 1960 on an emer-
included the young Robert Silverbergiot  Side the apa. Leading fanzine fans helped &gency basis, and November 1962 to August
until Hoffman attended Nolacon in 1951 didguest publishers over the years, including963. As many of you know, he was also a
fandom learn she was a femmefan. Geri Sullivan and Randy Byers who co-SAPS member for a long time—joined with

Lee explained on her website, I wasedited SFFY #12in November 2006 (at 58 the 12" mailing back in 1950 and remained
always Shirley to my parents, but when 1Pages, the largest issue yet.) on .t.he roster until he res!gned in the 115th
discovered fandom. | learned that fans made N addition to her fan writing, Hoffman mailing. He was OE twice (14th through
a lot of fuss about the dearth of femaleclsO published four science fiction novels17th mailings and again for the 52nd through
among their ranks at the time. | wanted mynd her story “Soundless Evening” appeare85th mailings).
zine to stand on its own, without readerdn Again, Dangerous VisionShe also wrote He is probably most famous for produc-
being prejudiced one way or the other bel? Western fiction received the Westernng Fancyclopedia Il in 1959 and the second
cause the editor was female. | decided WVriters of America Spur Award foihe largest fanzine ever, A Sense of FAPA, in
wanted a unisex name to publish under. My/aldez Horsesa novel that was made into al962. (The largest was also published by a
mother Suggested Lee.” film starring Charles Bronson. . former SAPS member, Richard Bergeron,

Lee prepared a slightly less dramatic sur- From 1956-1958, she was married to faivho put out Warhoon No. 28, a 618-page
prise for the 1952 worldcon in Chicago@nd editor Larry Shaw. She worked as agompilation of Walt Willis's writings in
(TASFIC). She entered the masquerade in @ssistant editor ornfinity Science Fiction fanzines, around 1981.) .
costume she had mimeographed in pasté\”dSCience Fiction Adventures In addition, he’s infamous for carrying on
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a nasty 50-year feud with Ted White whil
never stating his exact reasons for doing
and attacking anyone (including me) whi
came to Ted's defense. This leaves som
thing of a bad taste for me personally, bt
doesn't detract from his considerable accon
plishments in service of fandom.

David Alway i
Filker David Alway died from cardiac arresi
January 9, 2007 in Ann Arbor, Michigani _
immediately after returning from the GaFilkl
convention. He was 56. Alway had bee|
unwell with a cough, intestinal distress anjt
breathlessness, but still had able to sing a
participate at the convention. His symptomf®
interfered with sleep so he and his brothe
drove home from the con through the nigh
Not long after arriving at his brother’s hous:
Alway asked for paramedics to be called. H
died in the ambulance on the way to the ho
pital despite efforts to revive him. Dave’s
brother posted a lengthy account online th
concludes, “He had a blast for the last four
days of life, and then used his last hours tRon Bennett and Nicki
bring his little brother safely home.” Photo by Richard Lynch.

Rotdler, 10 Years Gone
by Bill Warren

Didn't someone in this issuéile 770:148]

Lynch.

Weird Video.

believe it's been ten years since he died.

Birth Notice

Anne Marie Loney was born to Vanessa
and Mark Loney on Jan 11 at Calvary John
James Hospital, Canberra. She weighed 3500
grams at birth. The mother and baby are
doing fine, “despite Canberra's recent heat-
wave “ reported Mark[Source: Australian

SF Bullsheet, 2/2007]

Clipping Service
Teresa Méndezwrote inThe Christian Sci-
ence Monitor “In 2005 the ABA registered
90 new stores. Last year there were 97, span-
ning the country from tiny, two- store towns
to bursting metropolises. It's a recent shift,
and one that should be heartening for fam-
ished bookworms. But it leaves one wonder-
ing, even worrying, about these novice book-
sellers, so new to a business where 2 percent
is often considered a good margin of profit.
Are they blinded by their love of books,
harboring romantic dreams of earning a liv-
ing? Is there even room in the cultural land-
scape for the independent bookstore? Is it

across a section devoted to HIM. Several ofvorth the risk?[Sent by John Mansfield]
his movies are available from Something Mark Leeper: People who know me are

surprised that | do not drink coffee or tea. |

Then he wrote fiction. He read a story bydrink a little hot chocolate, but | am very
someone, thought he could do better, andareful about it. The thing is that | rarely can

say it would be interesting to see a biographyrote his first completed work of fiction see hot beverages are worth the risk. They
of Bill Rotsler? | agree--but it's damned neakyhich won him awards. He also wrote nov-are either too hot or to cold. Drinking a cup
impossible. Bill lived many lives, but he waselizations of movies and TV shows, includ-of piping hot coffee for me is a lot like mat-

just about the only person who crossed ovehg Joanie Loves Chachi
between them. He grew up on a walnut or-

ing is for a spider. You want to get close

Trouble is, as | say, being a man of mangnough to enjoy the object of your desire but

chard near Camarillo, and his best friend, tharts, he scattered those parts far and widbave to do it gingerly and pull back before it
wonderfully-named Gerald Fitzgerald, was awithout him to guide a researcher, it woulddoes you real damage.
scion of the Camarillo clan. Bill lived near be very hard to gather those parts together Deb Geisler: Personally, I've found

Joel McCrea, and one time ran oveffor an extensive biography.
McCrea's dog--with the actor watching. But
Joel didn't get mad at Bill, instead blamingwhich he is probably now
that damned fool dog. best known--his cartoons. He
Bill served in the Army, took art school pnce told me that he had &
afterward on the Gl Bill. Mostly he worked pook he wanted illustrated,
in metal; supposedly, a church in Sedonaput couldn't figure out where
Arizona, still features one of his sculptures-1g get the illos. | assumed he
but for the most part, their locations are unwas joking, and laughed. He
known. Bill did not keep good records--of pecame a bit peeved anc
anything. wanted to know what was sa
He was active in fandom in the late 40'sqamned funny. | was puz-
and on through the 50's, drifted away from itzjed--WASN'T he joking?
in the 60's, came back after that. He was @jo, he wasnt, he insisted. |
photographer for years, often of naked ladiegaid, but YOU could illustrate
(his term), sometimes of other things--he toldt with your cartoons. He was
me about hanging out of a helicopter over thgmazed--this thought had
Hawaiian islands, shooting photos, and abouiever crossed his mind.
being transported between two ships by Bill was married for a
breeches buoy. A lot of his photos appearegihile, had a daughter, anc
in belowPlayboylevel men's magazines. she has a son; Bill didn't se¢
Then he directed some softcore moviegjjs grandson very often, but
he and | were both stunned when in a vide@ad many uncompleted pro-
store on Vermont in Hollywood, we camejects prompted by him. | can't

chocolate covered espresso beans and a nice

He underestimated himself in the area fodrum set make me a very popular aunt.
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It’s a Book! Kent State Publishes Diana’s Study of the Inklings
Amazon Stands on Its Hind Legs and Does Backflips

correlated David's past purchases with data
about forthcoming books and sent him this e-

mail:
“We've noticed that customers who have
M/’ expressed interest in ‘Interrupted Music: The
Making Of Tolkien's Mythology’ by Verlyn
Flieger have also ordered ‘The Company

They Keep: C. S. Lewis and J. R. R. Tolkien
ppw /Vow as Writers in Community’ by Diana Pavlac
Glyer. For this reason, you might like to
know that Diana Pavlac Glyer's "The Com-
pany They Keep: C. S. Lewis and J. R. R.
o / Tolkien as Writers in Community.

Bratman sent a copy of the e-mail to both
authors. Flieger wrote Diana: “Good for both
of us! And thanks, David, for showing me
the company | keep.”

The Amazon website also bundles books
in two-fer sales. When I've checked the pro-
gress of Diana’s book I've often found it

pairs up with scholarly works about Tokien. |

&- really like seeing Diana’s book matched with

the latest edition of C.S. Lewis’s published

letters, on the theory that Diana gets more
Two heavy boxes from Diana’s publisherCompany They Kedp ranked number 14 on help from the arrangement than Professor
landed on porch late in February and weAmazon UK's list of ‘Hot Future Releases.’ Lewis.
could finally say — Diana’s book is out! We How cool is that.” It later reached #8. On  And don't forget the Amazon Associates
shot video of Diana unwrapping the firstFebruary 21, Amazon (U.S.) hathe Com- program. Lynn Maudlin explained that as a
copies. Sierra and a little friend put on fancypany They Keepanked #55 on the Hot New member of the program she promotes se-
hats danced around the living room. TherdReleases sub-sub-list for Literature & Fic-lected mythopoeic books on her website and

was ice cream for everyone! tion/ History & Criticism/ Criticism & The- gets paid up to 8.5% of the selling price of
The Company They Keep: C. S. Lewis andry. items through these links. Lynn said the
J. R. R. Tolkien as Writers in Commurigy That same February day it rocketed backlick-through purchase is credited to her site

Diana’s study of the Inklings writing group. up the Amazon bestseller list from 602,000f something is bought on Amazon within a
The publisher has been accepting pre-ordets 117,449. Did you know Amazon ranks itsfew hours.
since last fall and the copies will be in read-entire inventory? | first heard that years ago Every Amazon customer knows the site
ers’ hands by mid-March. when Tom Veal said his book on pensiordoesn’t simply offer to sell you books, it
I's a hardcover. Diana hoped the firsiplans was something like the 800,0dfest- erupts with an extravaganza of visual bells
printing would be in paper to keep the priceselling book on Amazon. The website state@nd whistles the moment you show the least
down and so reach a wider readership. Inthese figures are updated hourly. How manynterest in any of the company's million
stead, Kent State University Press conservaales does it take to move somebody half-geroducts. Book buyers like me find Ama-
tively chose to do a hardcover first edition tomillion places in a day? | couldn't tell you zon’s features alternately amusing, interest-
appeal to library buyers. Diana has donalthough | hope the answertlsousandsOf ing or helpful. Never until Diana's book
everything she can think of to market thecourse, it might be only one or two... came on the market did | wonder expectantly
book to friends, fans and scholars in hopes Maybe the jump happened because th&bout how any of them would change from
that a surge of immediate interest will en-cover art finally went online, the most eye-week to week. Amazon gets exciting when
courage Kent State to consider a paperbadtatching feature of any Amazon webpageyour own horse is in the race.
reprint sooner than later. The early burst ofCover art for Diana's book was finished
sales did prompt Kent State to send out douvhat seemed to us quite late in the process
ble the usual number of review copies. and the image sent to Amazon in January.
Looking for other hints that pre-orderWe haven't been this anxious and impatient
sales were going well, Diana found thatfor something to happen since Sierra was
when Amazon gets a bunch of pre-orders iborn.
starts doing all kinds of wonderful pre-  The lack of cover art did not seem to have
programmed marketing tricks. For examplekept other internet marketing tools from
Amazon keeps track of books selling well inrunning. David Bratman subscribes to Ama-
pre-orders in more than two dozen subzon's notification service and receives e-mail
categories. Diana excitedly e-mailed friendsabout selected authors or categories of
last November, “I just discovered th@ihe books. On December 22, an Amazon robot
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The Inklings are not as famous as Opus Dgi
or the Bloomsbury Group, but famous the
are, with their own entry in th®xford Dic-
tionary of National Biographyand a well-
regarded collective biography by Humphre
Carpenter. Any more-than-casual reader
C. S. Lewis or J. R. R. Tolkien has heard (
them: a circle of Oxford friends, including
Lewis, Tolkien, Charles Williams and other;
less well known, who met weekly in Lewis’s
college rooms to talk, smoke, drink tea, a
listen to readings of one another's man
scripts. The group was the initial audieng
for Out of the Silent PlangfThe Lion, the
Witch and the WardroheThe Screwtape
Letters, The Lord of the Ringall Hallows’
Eve and at least fifty other books, essays a
stories.

Inklings sessions flourished for over 1
years, from about 1932 (the exact date
obscure) through 1949. Though there w4
never a formal membership roll, identity a
an “Inkling” was clearly important to the
more active members. For that reason, the

Tom Veal Reviews

The Company They Keep: C. S. Lewis and
J- R. R. Tolkien as Writers in Community

by Diana Pavlac Glyer

ommunity

group has been the subject not only of Mrj eft: Cover design. Right: Diana Pavlac Glyer.

Carpenter's book-length study but of innu-

merable articles by amateur and professional
scholars interested in the various individual
Inklings. One would think, then, that there
was little room for a new book addressing
fundamental questions. Strangely, that is not
the case. The overwhelming emphasis of past
work has been antiquarian: assembling ros-
ters of “members” during different periods,
describing the ambiance in which they gath-
ered, and collecting anecdotes. The dynamics
of the society — what it did and how it af-
fected its members, rather than what it
looked like from inside or out — have at-
tracted less attention.

The reason for this superficial approach
isn’t hard to discern. The consensus view has
been that the Inklinggua Inklings had more
social than literary or intellectual heft. The
group was “just a gathering of friends, an
opportunity for informal friendly talk, an
assembly of those who had much in common
and much to share.” Humphrey Carpenter
sums up the conventional wisdom:

It must be remembered that the word

“influence”, so beloved of literary

investigators, makes little sense

when talking about their association
with each other. Tolkien and Wil-
liams owed almost nothing to the
other Inklings, and would have writ-
ten everything they wrote had they
never heard of the group. Similarly,
Tolkien’s imagination was fully
fledged and the fundamental body of
his ideas was sketched out before he
even met Lewis. As he himself de-
clared, his debt to Lewis “was not
‘influence’ as it is ordinarily under-
stood, but sheer encouragement”.
Nor did Williams owe any crucial
part of his thinking to Lewis or to
others of the group. . . . [Lewis]
alone can be said to have been
“influenced” by the others . . ., but
for the rest it is sufficient to say that
they came together because they
already agreed about certain things.
[The Inklings p. 160]

influence a bandersnatch,” is far from
unique.

Instead of accepting these generalizations,
Diana Pavlac Glyer has combed through the
extensive, though fragmentary, evidence.
She comes up with a very different picture,
one in which the Inklings’ Thursdays did a
great deal to shape their literary works in
ways both major and minute. Contrary to Mr.
Carpenter, she avers that Tolkien and Wil-
liams, as well as Lewis, would not have been
the same writers if they had not written
within the “community” of the Inklings and
specifically if they had not participated in
regular reading and criticism of works in
progress.

The Company They Ketpces a number
of avenues of influence in ample, but not
wearying, detail. The argument, it should be
noted, is confined primarily thterary influ-
ence. The extent, or indeed the existence, of
the Inklings’ mutual intellectual, philosophi-

Supporting this opinion are statementgal or ideological influence is a different

made by the Inklings themselves. The mostopic. It surfaces occasionally, particularly
widely quoted, Lewis’s “No one every influ- when Dr. Glyer discusses Owen Barfield, but
enced Tolkien — you might as well try tois of secondary importance.
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great English poet of this age,” he spoke
plausibly. While the ensuing years have
been unkind, and today, “It may be said
that in offering this magnificent compli-
ment, Lewis’s gift for friendship is more
in evidence than his gift for prophecy,”
it is remarkable that, at the height of his
career, an acclaimed novelist paid atten-
tion to criticism from comparative ama-
teurs, revised his work to please them,
and profited by the exercise.

All Hallows’ Eveserves also as an
example of the Inklings’ unpaid edito-
rial labors. The alterations for which
they are responsible, mostly proposed
orally, are recoverable only when
chance has left traces behind. Still, Dr.
Glyer assembles a suggestive list, note-
worthy for the fine sensitivity displayed
by the auditors, as when Charles Wil-
liams’s rebuke led the replacement of
Treebeard’'s original expletive “crack
my timbers” by the far more Ent-like
“root and twig”.

Collaboration is where the Inklings
diverge from the “writers’ group” para-
digm. Fledgling authors are attracted by
the idea of crafting a story together, but
the process is very hard work, one place
where many hands donot make light

As a paradigm for the Inklings’ inter-
actions, the author chooses “writers
groups,” as filtered through an academi
study that sounds quite dreary but is en
ployed usefully here. The Inklings were
not, of course, much like the neophyte
who exchange critiques, either personal
or often these days via LiveJournal, ii
the hope of developing into publishet
authors. Almost all of them (Christophe
Tolkien, J. R. R.’s son and assistant, ar
John Wain, whose work took a strongl’
non-Inklingesque turn, are the excef
tions) were mature men, already estal
lished in their professions. The only oni
whose literary career was nurtured in th
bosom of the group was C. S. Lewis"
brother, Warren, author of several histc
ries of the colorful goings-on at the™7
Century court of Versailles. Moreover,
authorship was not really the center ¢
their association. In fact, only seven — th
Lewis brothers, Tolkien, Williams,
Barfield, Nevill Coghill and the anoma-
lous Wain — had any substantial output ¢
belles lettres The others wrote in a
scholarly vein, in fields ranging from
Roman Britain to the history of the Brit-
ish Liberal Party to medical research, ¢
not at all. (An appendix by David Brat-

man usefully summarizes the life ant work. (This reviewer has co-written two
works of each of the 19 “recognized” books andnows) Successful collabora-
Inklings.) while emphasizing the elements of quest antbrs almost always join together early in their

Nonetheless, when presented with a newdventure that he did not find especiallycareers. The Inklings were past that stage,
manuscript, the Inklings worked in much thecongenial. There cannot be many readerand, save fojeux d’espritand a few editorial
same way as the composition-centeredvho are ungrateful for the transformation.  projects, their occasional ideas for collabora-
groups that Dr. Glyer uses as a template. She Similarly, Charles Williams abandoned ations fell through almost as soon as they
identifies four principal roles — “resonators” new novel, tentatively title@he Noises That were conceived. Lewis and Tolkien went so
(ugh; the term is borrowed from the afore-Weren't There after the first three chapters far as to devise a titiéanguage and Human
mentioned academic study), “opponents,failed to enthrall the Inklings. He then usedNature for a volume announced for publica-
editors and collaborators — and shows howome of its materials as the foundation fottion. If they went further, nothing of the la-

the various Inklings played them, mostly vis-All Hallows’ Eve bor has survived.
a-vis the three best known figures in the [H]e read it to the Inklings, chapter Dr. Glyer elides this point — I'm not sure
group. by chapter, and then revised it in  why — by following the contemporary aca-

The first two roles, “resonance” and response to their criticism. Most demic fad of stretching “collaboration” to
“opposition,” are two complementary aspects  scholars [more to the point, most embrace a writer's entire milieu. When

of the same process. The allegedly uninflu- reader§ consider it one of Wil- “collaborators” means “agents, editors,
enceable Tolkien offers the most carefully liams’s finest works, and the Inklings friends, publishers, sources, and spouses”,
worked-out illustration. What he got from  played a significant role in it from and even “other thinkers, historical events,

the circle who heard the “New Hobbit” read  start to finish. Tolkien notes, “l was and readers” (pp. 160-61), what is the word
week by week was not “sheer encourage- in fact a sort of assistant midwife at  still good for?

ment” but a sense of direction that led to a the birth of All Hallows’ Eve read The final chapter of the book leaves liter-
story not at all like the one that he was natu- aloud to us as it was composed, but ary history for more theoretical territory and

rally inclined to tell. “Without the Inklings, it the very great changes made in it is disappointing after what has come before.
is certain that we would have more details of  were | think mainly due to C.S.L.” It sets up what appears to be an opposition

Shire genealogies, more words in the Elvish At this time, one should note, Williams between “collaboration”, very broadly con-
vocabulary, and fewer stories of the Thirdhad by far the highest literary reputation ofstrued, and the modern opinion, specifically
Age of Middle-earth.” The contrast betweenany Inkling. We tend to think of him as anrebuked by Lewis irThe Discarded Image
The Lord of the Ringand theSilmarillion,  obscure writer appealing to an exotic taste. land elsewhere, that originality is thi@e qua
the latter completed long after the Inklingsthe 1940's, as Dr. Glyer reminds us, he wagon of great literature. But that can't be the
had dissolved, is telling. Tolkien cut muchwidely regarded as one of England’'s nonpadichotomy that Dr. Glyer has in mind, for
from The Lord of the Ringshat the first reil men of letters. T. S. Eliot was among hisshe puts very similar writers on both sides of
hearers did not like, such as long stretches ¢érvent admirers. When Lewis called him,it. Goethe and Shelley “celebrate the poet as
“Hobbit talk” and a saccharine epilogue,following his premature death in 1945, “theone who invents within the rich, supportive
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context of other writers and other works” (¢
219), while Wordsworth, Coleridge anc

= AD 1998 > <

inchicus), mepred Genis” (5. 228) The 0 Go o 115 VAT LS GIENTENARY |

confusion is probably mine, but | think that i
is understandable.

Whether or not one calls what the Ink
lings did “collaboration,” The Company They
Keepdemonstrates that many of their work
owe a great deal to their Thursday evenir
fosterage. Insofar as we can judge, the effe
was invariably beneficial. One might say the
the Inklings illustrate “the wisdom of
crowds.” Individual evaluations did not al-
ways agree. Had Lewis consulted onl
Tolkien, he would never have writtefhe
Screwtape Lettersor The Chronicles of
Narnia. Hugo Dyson, a great authority or
18" Century literature, loathe@he Lord of
the Rings and other Inklings had severt
reservations about it. The collective judc
ment, however, again and again show
superlative taste and discernment. The aw
age writers’ group probably does not do ¢
well.

Let me end with a final compliment and
minor complaint. Taking the latter first
(chiasmus), the author buries too much si
nificant material in her endnotes. To gras
her argument in full, one must inconven
iently turn back and forth between text an
annotation. On the positive side, her writin
is almost completely free from the academ
jargon thatinfests contemporary studies of
English literature and that even the besc

intentioned student is in danger of picking up °

from daily reading of Derrida-tainted non- EaSteP 1 Tlme Zone NEWS

sense. Notutterly free: One does stumble

cpace between Lews and Tollen as ey Ml the Real 770 vertisng and publiciy. e
vertising and publicity.

shared their original drafts with one another” Please Stand Up? Pam Fremon will concoct the imaginative

(p. 43). There is also some funny busines¥Vvhile we're celebrating other centuries OfFriday Night Mixer. | was at the Massachu-
with pronouns, but | suppose that a straightf@npublishing, let's not overlook the relent-geyq Smofcon that debutéfdl Ran the Zoo
forward generic “he” would give the ladies atléss march of NESFA'dnstant Message game as a mixer, so the bar is raised pretty
an academic press a severe case of the vap@pearing 20 times a year. The issue COU’ﬁigh, Priscilla Olson and Edie Stern will
and is best avoided for charity’s sake. will reach 800 practically immediately. design the general program.

After finishing Dr. Glyer's book, the  LastJune | enjoyed openifistant Mes-  pemperships are $50 through February
reader may well feel that her thesis is to®@ge 770 For one brief shining moment it 55 2007: then $60 through October 31,
self-evident to require so thorough an exposiwas Camelot. | remembered the time NESFAq47  They may be purchased online at
tion. If so, he should reread the passage froigally did publish an issue of this fanzine http://www.noreascon.org/smofcon25/ or by
Humphrey Carpenter with which this reviewWhen | was in Boston for some IRS trainingaj through P.O. Box 1010, Framingham,
began. That the meetings of the Inklingdn 1983. Now that was a collating party! MA 01701
were not merely occasions for boisterous

merriment, excessive tea drinking and occa- qufcon 2007 . Not Just Another

sional plotting against the spirit of the mod-Smofcon 2007 will meet at the Hilton Boston .

ern age has not been obvious to a great mamygan Airport, close enough to baggage Brick in the Wall

earlier students, and those who have seen tlefaim that fans can lug their suitcases to th&/hat does fandom prepare you for? Well,
Inklings as “influential” have said little about hotel via the convenient skybridge (oh, don’tPonald. Eastlake Il was installed as
why and how. In the nascent field of genuinebe silly) or take the complimentary shuttle quShIpfu| Master of Tahattawan" Lodge,
“Inklings Studies,” as opposed to researchexactly). Ancient Free & Accepted Masons” for the

devoted to particular authors and the elabora- Geri Sullivan chairs the next installment2006/2007 year. Their rituals must seem
tion of “Inklings fandom,” The Company of the annual convention for conrunners, tg?omparatively relaxing after Donald's parlia-
They Keepis a bold and successful pioneer. be held December 7-9. Its theme, playfullymentary experiences fending off Robert

++ Tom Veal described on the con’s website as “The MarSacks with one hand and Seth Breidbart and
Kevin Standlee with the other.
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Con-Version XXI|
Calgary, Alberta, August 11-13, 2006
Report by John Hertz

[From Vanamonde 694-696]

Ten kinds of cactus
In pots, and the check-in guards
Variously polite.

To Con-Version XXII (Calgary, Aug.
2006; att. 600), as Fan GoH, | went on
day of airline safety hubbub, which luck
ily did not hinder me. As | flew | won-
dered what | had forgotten. As | arrived
was reminded Calgary might rain. Bu
my hosts were kind. Rebecca Bradley’
barbecue went indoors. | praised tha
food, hercouscous and two Sudanese)
coffee-pots, with whose use she indes
was good friends. Kent McKay, head o
programming, was new: “l just volun-
teered to help, and here | am.”

Next morn to Heritage Park, Calgaria
history, with original and re-created
houses, costumes, machines. | a city bq
had never been in a grain elevator. Th
eve at Opening Ceremonies Phil Bacg
introducing me cited my inquiring mind.
Beside us were Author GoH Larry Niven
also David Weber (another Author), R

Scott Bakker (local Author), Adrian
Kleinbergen (Graphic Artist), Jeremy g):hr?];:é‘;zpiifjéﬁ?;gn IV. Photo © 2006

Bulloch (Media). | spoke of generalism
and participation. Applause.
At Regency Dancing a man said “This isattributed to Asimov that s-f lovers love

In the Art Show, Theo Nelson had a
series “Almost a Reflection of the Trans-
Dimensional Divide”, odd striped
spheres rising through jagged space.
Janice Blaine had ten goldfish in a
school, with human, tragically feminine
faces, “Damsels”. Judging the Masquer-
ade with me were Bullock, Liann Bailey,
Angela Mash, and Teresa Taylor; Mas-
querade Director, Colleen Brennan. Best
Craftsmanship, Novice, was Shawn Trai-
nor as Anakin Skywalker fromttack of
the ClonesBest in Class, Joss Nadiuk as
Marv from Sin City: Best Craftsmanship,
Journeyman, Duncan Carmichael as a
Twilight Guard; Best in Class, Vanessa
Wedge as Meru fromThe Legend of
Dragoon we gave no Best Craftmanship,
Master; Best in Class, Pam Bowyer and
Jennifer Gerritsen as #&arry Potter
“Dueling Club”™: Judges’ Favorite, Keith
Allen as a Dalek (Master).

In the bar Weber said “When first
designing space ships | missed a couple
of decimal points. Some of the ships had
the density of Styrofoam.” The kitchen
had closed. We sent for pizza, ordering
two so people could avoid one another’s
evil toppings. | patriotically drank
Crown Royal, feeding pizza to commit-
tee members | learned hadn't eaten.
Daylight. I led the talk oRahrenheit 451

much easier than | thought while | washumanity; in Caves she said, that shines. @ book | could not help calling pyrotechnic.
watching.” | said “It's a science fiction con- From the audience: he knew not to write tool © atone | read aloud. A high-school teacher
vention. Don't panic.” A wealth of well- topically. Another: how differently Daneel Said pupils were the first to CO'“P'QWhy do
picked fanzines on a free-things tableOlivaw and Lije Baley think. | said Asimov We have to analyzeThey wouldn't, | of-

showed the hand of Dale Speirs. The Hospiwas the writer of the reasoning process.
tality Suite was alive with good talk and

fered, if they found it fruitful. Not Dead Sea
Karl Johanson oleo-Opsis and Petter- fruit. Off to see “Stardrives on a Budget”,

good drink all weekend. Here came Jasoson, gave “Recommended Reading”. This ifNiven, Jim Baerg, Johanson, Petterson, Chris
Sallay in a black habit, beucullus non facit some form is a standard and draws manyickes. Excluding faster-than-light drives
monachum A woman in pointy ears sang People like to hear what might be good tcSInC€ weve no sign theyre possible, the

coloratura from Rossini’sCenerentola A

read and why you think so. Petterson brougHfouble lies in carrying fuel. We could use a

man and another woman taught a canon oA stack of bOOkS, handing each to the ﬁrSBUSSHFd ramjet if we could manage interstel-

Non Nobis Domine certainly how | feel asker. | got the Tom Reamy collecti®an

when Fan GoH.

lar dust coming as gamma rays, and if we
Diego Lightfoot SueMy Current Fanzines could reach 1,000 miles a second so the ram-

When | had proposed Classics of S-FReview, two or three dozen spread over th6COOp worked; but what if we arrived in a
discussions, McKay said he was an Asimovable for talk. Niven's “Everything Ring- region of Space with little dust?

and Bradbury fan, to which fine generalism Iworld”, crowded. Questions abot&urning
suggestedhe Caves of SteahdFahrenheit

After Closing Ceremonies the host club
Tower and The Draco Taverrsnuck in. On held its Annual General Meeting, with by-

451, both of that astounding vintage year'ls Space Opera Out of Tune?” he told how/aws revision proposed, and politicking,

1953. When we came to each | asked who'ie and Pournelle once got a thick editoriaPerhaps well scheduled when all the key
read them, who'd re-read recently, and wadetter from Bob Gleason, dined with him, Persons wanted to get it over with. Eventu-
gratified. Jennifer Kennedy and Blair Petter-took him upstairs, argued how all the letter@lly they appeared at the Dead Dog Party and
son with me forCaves Petterson said Asi- Was wrong, sent him home, and realized hgladly helped attack the remaining food and
mov wrote s-f everyone could read. Kennedyvas right. drink.



March 2007 17

NOVACON 2006
HOW ILOST A FEW POUNDS ON THE CAMPAICN TRAIL

could
take place.
The fitness of
Convoy was further
affected by the choice of
said con committee to go back to
the Adelphi hotel in Liverpool, a
fantastic hotel with a fannish history.
I can understand the desire to go to
this hotel. Its facilities are always

4/4-7,__ talked about as having an excellent

= layout with one central communal
REPORT BY l A"!, B ACON social area that adjoins all function
space, and for being a very grand
venue. At the same time, it is ac-
This year's Novacon was a hive of activity.be organised yet they desire a level of oreursed with poor management, atrocious
Novacon is the annual convention run by theyanisation. It's all a bit, well high and mighty staff and alleged criminal activity.

Birmingham SF Group. It's in November to be honest, and to my mind it's a bit much Some people immediately people came
and is a counterpoise to Eastercon, althougbspecially when there may be only one bidut against the convention while certain oth-

smaller. standing, but its one of those tradition thingsrs were vocal about going, which is fair
It was bound to be an interesting Novacorand | have no solution and it can be a bit oenough as they are entitled to it, but the com-
because Convoy, the 2007 Eastercon hafin. mittee could have helped themselves a little

announced that they were to cancel. A some- For instance, when | was on a bid, | worgnore by engaging with these opinions. | was

what shocking vista upon the fannish hori-my boxer shorts on my head for the full sesall for this convention and personally tried to
zon. sion. address certain issues, and made enquiries,
Well it goes back a bit more than that. | can understand the arrangement if thertor instance about an incident at a different
are opposing bids, as there once were. Themtel (the one being used for 2008) that was

Part 1, the backstory. some sort of quasi official selection processnisattributed to the Adelphi.

In November | was on a diet, | still am, makes sense, otherwise we would have loads The controversy created a level of defen-
but that's beside the point. of Eastercons, well perhaps not, but that'siveness on the part of Convoy, which is to

The 2007 Eastercon was never in fithe sense toit. be expected, as they saw people perhaps

shape. In 2005, when bidding should have Now in 2005, there was no bid when itnegative for negativity's sake. | did discuss
occurred, no one stepped forward with a bidcame to the bid session. | run conventionghis with Chris Bell, the Hotel Liaison for
This is something that happens. Bids ar@nd was on that con committee but for whatConvoy, who had a good amount of experi-
sometimes very last minute, other times peocever reason, when people did come along tence running conventions and from the out-
ple are secretive. Generally one only findgut together what one might consider arset had made it quite clear she wanted the
out, especially if you are not 'in the know',emergency bid or last minute one, they didAdelphi to work. Although Tim Kirk was
when you see people standing up in front oo in the corridors of Eastercon, but (and thishairman, many realized Chris Bell was an
a couple of hundred others to stake theisort'a fecks me over a bit) for some reasormportant aspect to the dynamic of the com-
claim. there either wasn't the opportunity or themittee. | asked her to be careful of seeing
Now allow me to explain about bids. Inconfidence to announce a real bid, or somehat noisy percentage and neglecting to en-
the United Kingdom the national conventionthing, and everyone went away from Eastergage the percentage who were wavering, and
is the Eastercon, and the membership of theon in 2005, knowing that some people wergerhaps had legitimate issues.
current one empowers con runners to rudoing something (called Convoy) for 2007 so  Anyhow, and it's something | disagree
another two years hence. There is no constthat's OK, but that something hadn't beerwith, a year went by and then Eastercon bid
tution, and definitely no rules. It's often de-endorsed so no official con running, likeratification was once again taking place dur-
scribed as organised anarchy, as fans worgetting full and supporting membershipsing Concussion, the 2006 Eastercon in Glas-
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S.d b . through the three ton bag of books he’s hatlouse after a party he was among the fifst
1aeovanr: you bring up to the room on your last visit. to rise. This led me to assume that he gpt
. I don’t mind this at all. | like to think up with reasonable ease when in fact he
Roomshal.lng I'm a fairly accommodqtlng room sharerdoesn’t.. While he goes from ayvake t
and | tend to push bedtime back to the lasasleep in seconds, the reverse is a slgw
“7' ossible moment myself. The problem withprocess of warming up. | roomed with
lth James gharing with James is that getting to sleep i§ames’ cohort and partner in crime, Steff,
a race, and he’s damn fast. Eyes shut. Fivéast year and waking him was simple.
by Max four, three two, one... launch snoring. “If | Compare and contrast:
snore, just punch me,” he says. “That's “Stef.”
i what Simoné does.” “Is it time to get up now?”
James is the sort of person who runs Young |F21 The first problem with this is 'm  “Yeah.”
Adult streams at Worldcons and Robertyot actually that keen on punching a sleep-  Stef gets up.
Rankin’s fan club in the background, at .themg man, particularly when he’s my friend. -
same time as championing TAFF, movingThe second problem is, it doesnt work  “James.”
country, churning out articles and reviewsgnyway. Neither do random shoves, they Pause.
for fannish publications worldwide and jst elicit a grunt, a pause, and a continua- “JAMES!
getting a promotion at work. In fact, I'm %on of the snores. “Urgh?”
pretty sure he’s got to be the only person to  james laughed at me for putting on a hat “It's time to get up.”
dq so. Gl\(en th.IS admirable enthusiasm ang keep warm in bed but the muffling prop-  “Urgh.”
slightly disturbing tendency to steamroll grties of said hat are a nice complement to  Pause.
any opposition to his latest greatest plan, jhe warmth it offers. If you're really fast  “James?”
never thought he’d be quite such a sedatgng determined it is possible to fall asleep Pause.
room mate. . first and not be disturbed by the snores and “JAMES!”
~ James doesn't so much wind down ag you're tired enough (going to bed at 4  “Yeah... in a minute.”
simply stop. He'll be sitting in a restauranta m and racing to be first in the bathroom  It's a lot like trying to quell the snores
waiting for the first course to arrive, chat-anq therefore into bed works well) then aTen minutes later, bleary eyed, he rolls onfo
ting away amiably one moment and thejecent sleep can be earned. | learnt fast aride floor, shambles to his feet and bumgs
next he's dead to the world, face down akjept much better on Saturday and Sundaipto the wall next to the bathroom.
the table and a prime candidate for a quickhan on Friday. “Urgh.”
round of human Bgckaroo. When he goes \\hat particularly surprised me about *xk
to bed at a convention, though, he holds oUjames was the lack of wakefulness in the The inspiration for zombie-based cof
for a few more minutes of consciousnessyorning. | know James to be a fairly earlyprogramming becomes clear.
forcing his eyes open for long enough torser. He gets up stupidly early for work  We're sharing again at Eastercon. I
skim through the latest stash of fanzinesang he's frequently up and about before @ack earplugs.
send a text or two to Simoné and roofst of people at cons. When he stayed at my

gow. There were about 240 people in thevere not joining as much as one would havéiveJournal by the Eastercon committee.
room and only a few voted against the unopliked. Then personal things take effect: theWhen issues arose about the hotel in July the
posed bid for 2007, Convoy. It was less whahoice of guests was in my mind really rathermmediate responses required to quash nega-
voted against the 2008 bid, so some wouldisappointing, both after ‘05 and ‘06's widetivity were lacking.
think from this show of hands that perhapsselection and also with ‘08 having some big A fan from Liverpool whom | highly
people were for Convoy, but what happenedames along. Like everything | write, per-respect posted links to news items that were
was those who didn't care or didn't wantceive and form an opinion on, this is myfeaturing the Adelphi hotel. This didn’'t sur-
Convoy, just disengaged. This wasn't Conpersonal viewpoint. It's just when a panellistprise me to be honest fans are very intelli-
voy's fault — they were there to answer manyspeaks over children, refuses to show respegent. The link went to the Liverpo&cha
questions and would have engaged, but thi®r people who make an effort to actually run
was only one stage in the process of gainingrogramme and then insult moderators by 'Adelphi crimewave’
people’s confidence, one has to reiterate theheir behaviour, well one draws opinions. |  Jul 26 2006
positives and of course engage and discustever really made mention of it, | just wrin-  EXCLUSIVE by Nick Coligan, Liverpool
the choice as frequently as possible, withoukled my nose and said | could think of moreEcho
getting frustrated. appropriate guests. Liverpool's Adelphi Hotel
Convoy made security and hotel two of So although | joined, and encouraged LIVERPOOL'S Adelphi hotel is single-
their main missions, and to me they seemedthers to do so, people in general were lakandedly responsible for a huge increase in
to be addressing the issue adequately, ahbout joining. Now Vince Docherty said city centre crime figures.So many thefts are
though | had a hard time convincing others. after analysis of the membership trend thateported from the 402-room hotel in Rane-
They still didn't engage properly | felt the Eastercon would have been OK, which isagh Place that it is making the city centre
and | said it, | found out that the web andnteresting as it throws some doubt onto myappear crime-ridden.
email engagement was also not great, byierception of the lack of engagement being Tourism and council officials fear the
sure each convention to their own | felt and kn issue. hotel's reputation could damage Liverpool's
had run many an Octocon with feck all web ~As summer passed, LiveJournal becamienage for Capital of Culture year. But their
stuff, so it's not the be all and end all.the place for people to raise issues. Unforturepeated pleas for improvements by Adelphi
With the concerns still in the air peoplenately there was little or no engagement ofnanagement to end the five-year crime-wave



March 2007 19

have fallen on deaf ears. who was named today .
Today it emerged that: Madhav Cherukuri, wa
* Four out of every five city centre hoteldiscovered dead.News

room burglaries are at the Adelphi. the drowning came les
* Police advice on how to keep out crimi-than two months after tt

nals was ignored. Adelphi was exposed as

* Promised investment on security byhotbed of city centre crimr
Adelphi management never materialised.  and criticised for poor qual
Again this raised a number of queries andy service.
discussions about the likelihood of being
broken into and the mathematicians had a Then one piece of goc

field day. news came to light, note t

Then this was posted. date though.

Adelphi manager accused of racism by  Adelphi's £6m pledge t
gym worker bring back glory days

Aug 3 2006 Oct 9 2006

By Kieran Joglekar And Sam Lister, Daily By Mike Hornby, Liver
Post pool Echo

Eileen Downey THE woman in charge of Britannia Inns is puttin
Liverpool's most famous hotel was brandedn new locks on bedroo
"racist" at an employment tribunal yester-doors at the city's Adelpl
day. Eileen Downey, general manager of thédotel says Marilyr
crime-hit Adelphi, is alleged to have dis-Vaughan, conference ma
criminated against a black employee.ager

Edwin Coke, a gym worker at the hotel, THE Adelphi hotel hs
claimed Miss Downey suspended him withbegun a £6m refurbishme
out pay during a theft investigation becausevhich aims to transform it
of his colour. Merseyside Police found therefortunes. Every room in tr
was no case against the shift supervisor buhtistoric hotel is to be re
he was demoted to menial duties, and relentdecorated and furniture wi
lessly bullied. be re-upholstered. Owne

Since January 1 this year, there haveBritannia Inns has als
been 72 crimes at the Adelphi Hotel, 40 opledged to spend more th
which were bedroom thefts.In the other 14£100,000 on security in
city centre hotels, there were only severmprovements, including
bedroom thefts out of 62 crimes. CCTV and new locks on the bedroom doors.longer tend to read any Internet discussion

It comes after the ECHO revealed in Julyyroups about Convoy or any other Easter-

Now eventually | think the case wasthat 81% of all hotel room burglaries in the con.
cleared, but one doesn’t expect this level o€ity centre took place at the Adelphi. Nevertheless, you may wish to be made
news about an Eastercon convention. What aware that in various Eastercon-related
was most concerning was the response son&adly too late to save next year's Eastercoplaces online, and in the comments section of
people had, who had dealings with the hoteDne wonders how much bad publicity theindividual people's web presences, some
manager who was the same the last timhotel requires to actually do anything, giverdiscussion is taking place about one specific
Eastecon was there, and if found true, it wathe first report was a number of months prenews item, originally reported by the Liver-
mentioned it would not be surprising. vious. pool Echo and subsequently repeated by the

Then this was posted up, and it was noted Meanwhile other fans were watching and3BC, to the effect that the Adelphi is the site
that one is unsure what one could have donBouglas Spencer, a gentleman whom | reef 80% of thefts from hotel rooms in Liver-
about this situation, but it just felt like therespect and feel proud to know was also lookpool.
was a continuous flow of grim news abouting out, but rather than just post comments The Adelphi manager, Eileen Downey,

the Adelphi. he went on, as many a fan can to activelynsists it's not a problem. She strongly im-
question things. He again used LiveJournal. plies that the hotel do not intend to take any

'Dead Man found in hotel pool’ Douglas Spencer (dougs) wrote, @ 2006action in response.
Man dies after being found in Adelphi07-28 12:51:00 The police, the city council, the local and

pool An open letter to the Convoy committeenational media, and many fans seem to take
Aug 31 2006 I've sent the following emall to the enquir-a different view. Concerns have also been
By Jane Woodhead & Michelle Fiddler,ies address listed on the Convoy websiteexpressed by other organisations which have

Liverpool Echo emails to this address are fielded by an Aused the Adelphi in the past (various trade
Liverpool's Adelphi Hotel robot which makes guesses about whiclinions, the British Beatles Fan Club, etc
A MAN has died after having being foundnember of the committee is best placed tetc).

floating in the swimming pool at the Adelphianswer the email. It might be helpful if the committee could

Hotel. Adelphi Hotel in the news make some sort of statement, beyond those
The crisis-hit hotel said there was a life- On the Convoy website, it says that already appear on the website or in

guard on duty yesterday as the 25-year-old, > Members of the Convoy committee na'R1, to reassure existing and potential Con-
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voy members that the committee understands rooms between April 2005 and April 2006
and accepts that many fans believe there's a Convoy - Hotel Security occurred at the Adelphi. However according
problem here which needs to be addressed, | started this because | didn't want thereto the Liverpool Tourist Information Accom-
to explain that the committee takes theséo be no Eastercon in 2007. | still feel thatmodation Hotline between one third and one
worries seriously, and to detail the steps thatvay. half of all rooms in Liverpool City centre are
are being taken. This has been brought to a head by at the Adelphi - this is not excusing the 80%

I've quoted the contents of this email orocal Liverpool newspaper, which printed afigure, but a figure of 40% would have been
my own LiveJournal as a placeholder for anystory about the Adelphi. The story wasconsistent with the number of rooms.

subsequent discussion. picked up by the BBC and has caused a few Chris Bell has been and talked with Ei-
I'm not a member of Convoy, but | am anembers of fandom to get into a tizzy abodeen Downey (manager of the Adelphi) in
member of nine Eastercons between 199%e security position at the Adelphi. person. If Chris had not been happy after
and 2008. Some people have suggested we are nibiat meeting we would have removed the
Dougs. taking security seriously, especially after thisAdelphi from our plans immediately.
local newspaper report. So this is what | We will be making a site visit before
Of course Douglas raised a good pointlid... Novacon, and unless we are satisfied that the

here, and it was a shame that the Convoy The day | was told about the report, Iconditions in our contract have been met, we
committee didn’t use the opportunity to askbooked some holiday from work at the startill address the concerns about security of
what they could do to alleviate Douglas’of the next week so I could find out what thehose potential members of the convention
concerns and actively engage with him. Onéacts were and see if they were different fromwho have not yet paid for membership, by
of the interesting developments from a conwhat was reported. cancelling our use of the Adelphi on security
runner’'s viewpoint is that this denial of the | went to Liverpool Police website, grounds. At that point we shall be forced to
importance of the Internet will now be per-tracked down the quoted officer, and sent acancel the Eastercon and refund all member-
ceived as part of what Convoy 'did wrong'.email to him through their system. | spent theship payments, which if we don't have a
They didn’t do anything exactly wrong, they next two days talking to various people in thdarge enough membership by then we will
just could have done a few things better. Liverpool Police and tracing the origins of have to do anyway for financial reasons.

have no idea what the dynamic was thathe story back to Liverpool Chamber Of No, we are not joking. We are taking it as
brought them to keep the Internet at arm€ommerce. | then spent some time talking teeriously as that. We have looked for other
length. They were working very hard onpeople there - including Peter Jones whdahotels, but they seem simply financially un-
other fronts. was interviewed by the BBC. viable at this point. If anyone can find us a

It doesn’'t help when people on other The gist of what | got strongly suggest$otel of a similar size that is empty over the
Eastercon committees say the following:ithat this is essentially a matter of local poli- Easter weekend in 2007, and offers a similar

- we already have more members thartics, further complicated by Liverpool beingrate for function space, bedrooms and food,
they do... 'City of Culture' in 2008, and the city council we would be interested to hear about their

So the word on the web wasn't good that'taving some problems related to this (sedindings.
for sure. Things seemed to move really fastarious reports in '‘Private Eye' during the  As we see it, there are now three possible
then. past few months). outcomes to this situation:

Negativity about Convoy was gathering, The story was released as it was in order 1) We get what we have contracted from
and then of course came the statement, fromo paint the Adelphi in as bad a light as posthe Adelphi, and enough members to make it
Convoy, which really marked the groundsible, to force management (which wasviable, and have ourselves a Convoy.
around the middle of August. | read it andstrongly implied in the conversations | had to  2) The Adelphi is unable to demonstrate
still re-read it with the view that Tim Kirk is mean Britannia Hotel chain management) tao us that it has fully addressed all our secu-
intrinsically a very decent and hard-workingpull their fingers out and get long promisedrity concerns, and we are forced cancel Con-
person. | took his first line to heart. | hopeimprovements done before 2008. (Much ofoy.
subsequent readers do too. this work either was already in hand when 3) The Adelphi does its bit, but we have
the story was toofew members to be able to fill the hotel to
printed, or had the level required in the contract, and we are
been put in hand, forced to cancel Convoy.

including invoices Cheers,

dated from previ- Tim Kirk

ous months, within Chairman of Convoy

ten days of the

story's  appear- It's not an unfair letter and in fairness one

ance, but nobody can see that perhaps the con committee was
from the newspa- getting it in the neck because of local poli-
per seems to have tics. Unfortunately though they should have
felt it worth actu- written directly to Dougs as well and en-
ally going to the gaged online.

hotel and looking, It's clear that the committee were trying
as our representa- to find a solution, and even at this stage its
tive has done.) obvious, well as | read it, that they would

Police figures jump ship if possible.

indeed show that | was at Worldcon at the end August and
80% of city centre had a very interesting conversation with
thefts from hotel Vince Docherty. It was mostly about morale.
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| sorta assumed that the commit -~ conversation and was obviously
would be working as normal, but very sorry about the current

only then considered that perhe er' =S NO SUBSTlTUTE situation. That alone garnered

that all the negativity, having 1 considerable respect from me

make such a hard statement ,{‘cx- KNOWLEDGG”BUT \S anyhow.

lack of communication would pro Keeping Mike Scott's points
be a dysfunctional influence. | ha OFTEN MORé ememlﬂ‘ub. in mind, | spoke with her, which
n't really thought about morale. ¢ | said | would quote, it was hard,
course as we discussed it, one cc as | asked for an official line,
understand if the Convoy comm and she was on her own, but she
tee had a siege mentality. talked:

I was wondering about wh 'When the situation is clearer
would happen. | suppose | didi we will what to do about how to
really want to countenance su legitimise a bid session for 2007,
thoughts. You see thinking a col We are awaiting Novacon and
mittee won't succeed is a treme hope that it will be clear then'
dous disloyalty in my mind, yet « "Things are complicated right
course if one doesn’'t address it ¢ now, but the committee are
here is the quandary, does one aware clarification is necessary’
up acting too late. It was important to cancel

Vince listened and | talked, a before the Tun, so people would
vice-versa and | think that in n talk, allowing a lead time to
mind it became clear that no mat i i @ Novacon, where something will
what happened, there would be hopefully coalescend quote.
Eastercon as Brit Fandom would . | couldn't ask for much more,
allow the Eastercon to not occur. Whetheto face questions, but mostly she receivedive, that | put her on the spot, that she was
one could politely approach Convoy andsupport. After all, fandom may be harshon her own, but | could see she was genuine
state this, well that was another question, onglace, but we see humility when it comesand most importantly she was happy to talk.
| didn’t have an answer to. someone who has saidea culpaand react Finally she said:

| wondered as did many, if the statemen&ccordingly. 'We can't make this right, so we'll try and
was meant to be an encouragement to get So there was much talk about what wagake it as not wrong as possible.’
people off the fence and book membershipgoing to happen next, but most importantly a | thought that said a lot, and gives some-
and hotels. Of course to me, it was sayingvay in which Convoy could legitimise any thing going forward.
there are 2-out-of-3 chances the con won’tescue convention. James Bacon.
run. | was aware that already some fans were End post

| think this was how many people saw it.happy with the idea of no convention, others
Of course if it was honesty, that's a goodwere encouraging the idea of many local Then | posted the following:

©Obrad w.foeter- 2oop

thing. conventions to replace one big national one.

It was a hard place to be, as you caMeanwhile, Mike Scott and Chris O'Shea  03/11/2006 00:11
imagine. | felt truly sorry for Tim. were already working hard at finding venues, Eastercon Hopes - James Bacon.

Then about two weeks before Novaconthis seemingly the next bit of work required My thoughts and hopes on the situation.
on Tuesday the 30th of October, the shit hito help find a solution. I hope that one single alternative Easter
the fan at high speed and Convoy announced | really enjoyed myself to be honest, thatonvention comes to fruition from all the talk
their cancellation. must sound terrible. But so much was goingjoing on here. If there are a variety of sug-

No one would have known that there wasn; phone calls being made, working outgestions and solutions, | hope they coalesce
a strategy to their timing, although manywhat could be done, and convincing andnto one.
people felt that by announcing the cancellawhat not. The night flew by. | of course was | hope that whoever runs this one con
tion before the Tun (monthly London SFonly a small cog of everything else that wasvould accept the mantle of Eastercon.
Circle gathering), prior to Novacon at leastgoing on. | hope that at Novacon if this happens,
gave people an opportunity to get something | always had faith that an Eastercorthat the Convoy committee can legitimise
going in the way of a rescue. would happen, but it was important that itthis convention, by passing responsibility
Unfortunately my own situation had was legitimate and | made sure that an optiobnwards. Although unprecedented, | hope
changed too, and suddenly | had a great in-was suggesting would be watertight. Ofcommon sense will prevail and it will be
terest in their being an Eastercon in 2007course many voices were at play, and Chrigeemed constitutional and acceptable.
When | was chatting with Vince, | knew | O’Shea was working hard as he was actively | worry, there are many relaxacon/small
had volunteered to be on the committee of gouting the idea of a rescue conventioncons on already next year, a sudden flurry of

2009 bid. By the time of the cancellation | Afterwards | posted the following onto small conventions at Easter may impact upon
had become the co-chair of a bid, which is ahe Eastercon yahoo group and it summed uglready planned cons, be it Picocon, P-Con,
different level of responsibility. how | felt: Convivial Il, Year of The Teledu, Gunner-
Regardless | wanted an Eastercon in Con, Mecon, Octocon... No one has consid-
2007. Fri, 03 Nov 2006 00:10 ered these conventions.
That Thursday night was damn hard | spoke to Chris Bell tonight.... I am all up for changing traditions. All it

work, to be honest. Many conversations were Chris Bell came to the TUN tonight, shetakes is a committee to have balls and imple-
going on, and Chris Bell bravely turned up,said she was along to apologize, and fostahent change. | have no idea how having no
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Eastercon next year will impact or
the traditions that ‘08 and ‘09 anc
onward decide to carry on or
change.

I would like to go to an Easter-
con, next year, even if it's not
huge. | don't want to have to
choose between dozens of dispara
cons all over the UK. | would like
to see all my friends in one place.

James Bacon.

End post.

As you can see | used the oppo
tunity to get something from Chris
which might appease and also ar
swer those with questions.

So as we went into Novacon, i
was obvious to all that there woulc
be much horse trading and if on

wanted to help to ensure there wa\.

an Eastercon, this would be the
place of business and suddenly
felt many people were bound for
Walsall.

Part 2 Novacon itself.

It's terrible, | am a conrunner. |
know | should book and pay my
room ages beforehand, its sensibl
and | am often encouraging other

to do so, so isn't it perverse that |

Before hand | had also
heard about a third bid, at the
convention | heard firmer
words and it became quickly
apparent that this bid wouldn’t
actually come to fruition while
two others were already on the
go, and more to the point those
involved started to position
themselves with the idea that a
2010 bid would be more fortui-
tous.

| watched as a lot of talking
went on. | felt that | had little to
contribute, although my opin-
ion was seemingly welcomed
by some. | knew | would be
foolhardy to volunteer to help
with a rescue bid, what with
my own bid on the cards. Of
course, it's a double edged
sword, and Hayley found her-
self volunteering as hotel liai-
son, which could work in her
favour, and will garner respect
and support, but | know my
limitations and have a full time
job, so | reckoned better to
focus on the bid, while offering
a supportive and common
sense opinion from the side-
lines.

It was good, Friday it was

had to arrange a room share and membersh§F reader. | also appreciate stfnal history, buzz about the place as everyone arrived,
the same week of Novacon. | wonder nowprite and read fanzines, and | sometimeg&nd there was a great feeling about the con-
how many people joined in the two weeksdislike the way people easily pigeon hole mevention anyhow.

before Novacon... as the fellow who does mad water pistol | like Novacons anyhow. It's mostly Alice

| was going mostly from a sense of curi-stuff. | have the support of some of the greattawson’s fault, she encouraged me to go
osity. This wasn't going to be a normalest conrunners in the country and with that ilong, and as she is always involved. They
Eastercon, it was going to be a special onenind, | am hopeful | will do a good job. are small cons, and I think this one had about
where an Eastercon would live or die, added Now, with this mission in mind, one 250 people along, which was a good show-
to that, just as all the news about Convoyvould think that this would mean that | don’ting. They are a mecca for fanzine fans, and
came to the fore, an Eastercon bid for 2009ant any competition, but although logicallyone always knows you'll come away with a
came out of the woodwork. that’s correct, | don’t work on logic. You see stack of fanzines, as | did this year.

Hayley Marsden, at 21, an event managesompetition is great, it makes for interest, it Banana Wings #2§32pp, A4], Claire
ment student, announced her desire to chaiets people going. | welcome a competitionPrialey & Mark Plummer, 59 Shirley Road,
an Eastercon and that she already had a hoigk healthy and its good and | want to win aCroydon, CRO 7ES
selected and negotiated. If one could feehid, a real bid that alone would be an amaz- Head #7[27pp, A4], Doug Bell & Chris-

trumped, this was it. | was impressed. Ofing start. tina Lake, 35 Gyllyng Street, Falmouth,
course | immediately made contact. It was | also find that | admire Hayley. TN11 3EL
put to me that here someone was doing So | had a number of purposes. | was one iShoes #1[20pp, A5], Yvonne Rowse,
something crazy, the likes of which peopleof many. Evergreen, Halls Farm Lane, Trimpley,
would only expect from other crazy people. The hotel option was running thin. TheDY12 1INP

Hayley was in a quandary. Her con bidBritannia in London docklands, although Prolapse #321pp, A4], Peter Weston, 53
required a two year run in, or it would fail assuitable, was not biting on a deal that wouldVyvern Road, Sutton Coldfield, B74 2PS
the hotel would require too much of a de-be viable, also another option closed down, Snapshot #§6pp, A4], lan Sorensen, 3
posit, that not taking memberships wouldand even Hinckley wasn't available. Every-Portia Place, Motherwell, ML1 1EL, Fanzine
essentially bankrupt the bid if it was delayedone was abuzz about what was happeningf the Teledu
for a year. The bids for 2009 were coming to the fore as  So it was much chat and catching up to be
Now this sounds weird. | must chair anwell, as not only had Hayley announced hehad, and Hayley and myself had to make
Eastercon. | must. | have so many ideas, ansid, but | was also actively making it clear | proper acquaintance, which was nice, she's a
| have learnt so much. | read science fictionwould be bidding as co-chair along withgood lass, and we agreed that whoever won,
That's my hobby. | read other genres, andPeter Harrow, so the rumour mill was work-and both of us are adamant that we will, that
other media, especially comics. But | am aring. there would be room on the winning commit-
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tee for additional members. sistancy between Eastercons, and othetss question which he foolishly posed to me
I chilled out in the bar on Friday night, agreed to help. that got this article in response, if Eastercons
there was some programming going on, and By the end of the session it was clear thawvere healthy.
Novacon does have a single stream of preceoncerns were ill founded, as many had Well | would say they are. The interest in
gramming, but really | spent most of thestepped up, but | still hoped for more, IHayley's bid, with her being the new girl on
night in the bar just bouncing about, and as shouldn’t have worried, It was a late converthe block was very strong. | found out that
felt myself nodding off, | went to sleep. sation between Fran Dowd and Chris O'Sheanother bid had been in the offing, but when
| was sharing a room with Max, whichthat sealed the deal, Fran Dowd would cothey had heard there were already two others
was good as she is a very good sort, and | gehair. in the ring, they decided to pull back and
on well with her, although she sorta claims Now this is a big deal. Fran Dowd is await a year, which makes sense really, but if
she isn't the easiest person to get to know guowerful woman in her own right, but shethere were three bids in one year, now that
get to know well enough to get on well with, has chaired TWO successful Eastercons anslould be a big deal.
but | often think this is some sort of mecha-s very able, and it was as if there was a con- | think that there needs to be a continua-
nism, as she’s a rather fine person and godi@mation of authority when she joined. Oth-tion of the encouragement that some experi-
roommate, although | do try and solve orers, equally able seemed to follow. There i€nced fans are offering to younger fans. |

offer solutions way too much! something about fandom that attracts stronthink that con runners should always be
Saturday was good, as fanzines weraomen but Fran is more, she is also a listooking to apprentices for want of a better
pressed into my hand, the talk was all aboutener, and | always have an ear for her. word in order that they can propagate a suc-

2007 and 2009, and bizarrely | started to The core committee included: Co-Chairscession plan, which naturally proceeds.
introduce Hayley to various people | thoughtFran Dowd/Chris O'Shea, Membership: Of course there are always exceptions,
she should know. It was good and her bid i$Steve Lawson, Finance: John Dowd/Vinceand some people will just turn up and get
an interesting prospect the girl definitely hasDocherty, Site Team Lead: Hayley Marsdenjnvolved no matter what age etc., but these
an interesting idea, although | see it as unOperations: Eddie Cochrane, Convoy Repreare still people who need encouragement.
threatening as hebig tent philosophyis sentative: Harry Payne. Even if it's to read more books.
something | concur with, although perhapsin | noted at the time that Hayley had volun- | had been trying to lose weight at
a different way. (Yes Mike she actually saidteered for another convention; the girl hafNovacon, as | was on a diet and still am, |
BIG TENT — what a quote) gusto that’s for sure. have lost about 11 kilos since October now,
The dealer’s room was good, great value Of course, | went around telling peopleand | didn't want the convention to be a
indeed, and Mark Plummer and Claire Bri-about how young she is and courageous, ygiound-piling exercise. This is hard as | eat
aley were there on behalf of Cold Tonnagesery focused to run a convention and howquite a bit at cons to help the energy levels
Books and they had some bargains. Theramazing it is, and someone asked me wha&eep at the maximum. But | purposely moni-
were also some free books, and | found onege | was when | was myself first on Octo-tored what | was eating and drinking.
or two to my liking along with some free SFcon's committee, and | was of course 18 First off, | decided upon no booze. This
magazines. | found &alaxy with a James when | was on it first, and by the time | wasisn’t hard really as the real ale drinkers who
White story therein, always good. The book21 | was a co-chair, but sure no one in UKmake up a lot of Novacons’ membership
auction was good fun, and again | scoredandom really notices that part of my ownensure the unpalatable beer stuff is in evi-
very well on the book front, and was please&Fnal CV, even if it was national conventiondence, and | ignored my favoured natural
with it. with over 400 people along, and a new faceider and pretended it didn't exist. This left
| love getting book recommendations,is as good as a bird in the hand or somethingne with fizzy water and lime cordial, which
chatting about authors and books and the So Fran Dowd was onboard, that was aorked out at about 40 pence. So drink was-
dealers room is a place this always happenbig deal and Hayley would obviously learnn’t an issue.
As usual | came home with a huge stack ofmuch, so in my mind there were positives all  This was good, because | got an email at
referrals and recommendations, and the extrabout. 4 a.m. from someone who had too much to
knowledge that these are recommended by Personally disappointing though was thelrink, which the next day | found rather
readers. fact that the administrators of TAFF hadamusing. It was actually coherent, but |
Of course | then discuss the same bookdecided to yank the TAFF race, as the lack daughed all the same at the slurring of the
as | tart them around in the bar or whereverclarity about what was happening wouldtype.
It's good to talk about SF books and writersaffect the race and those who wanted to run | decided | would continue focusing on
even if it's just the scandal. in it. 1 was really very annoyed by this, all vegetables and fruit for food with as little
The item everyone was waiting on wasor my own reasons. meat as possible and avoiding the heavier
the Eastercon panel, and there, much oc- It makes sense not to run the race, buarb-based veggies, such as my beloved
curred. | had started to just watch what waslue to my involvement with TAFF in the spuds.
going on and although | was interested in g@revious two years, | was aware of the effort So | ensured at dinnertime that | was
fruitful result 1 needn't have worried too many fans made on behalf of TAFF andheavy on the veggies. Then late at night
much. there was a serious effort made at L.A.corwhen they were dishing up those late night
Chris O'Shea essentially stood up to th&/ to highlight the award and bring it to a sausages and rashers in bread roles, | found
plate, as ye Americanos would say, and saidew yet quite possible present audiencehey had veggie sausages so | opted for these
he would run an Eastercon. There was conAnyone who attended Max’s TAFF party canwithout bread, which allowed me to have
siderable talk and all endorsed his convenattest to that fact, and that we were the ladtvice as many, which was excellent and not
tion idea there and then. Despite otheparty to close. Regardless the administratoneally the type of filling that you want after
thoughts and ideas it all came to nought. made their decision a few days beforemidnight, but it was much better than the
A mechanism was found whereby HarryNovacon, so that news was talked about asual pork sausages.
Payne from Convoy agreeing to go onto théit, but not as much as | would have liked. The evening quiz that Novacon, apart
new convention committee could find a con- Now Mike Glyer had asked me, and it'sfrom the odd dodgy question where you'd
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really need to be a Novacon com committee, which she soon
mittee member to know the an- started to find.
swer was really quite good, anc | felt good introducing her
we ended up giving the chair ¢ to the likes of Farah Mende-
very hard time indeed, with a hslon who seemed to end up
considerable amount of berating joining Hayley on her commit-
and cajoling and banter and boo tee and others were quick to
ing. We were meant to have ¢ step forward to introduce
team of 4 but | think we had eight themselves. Of course offers
and we still didn't win, but we of help and actually helping
came close and the craic wa are two different things in
fantastic. conrunning as is volunteering
Afterwards | spent much time to sign up and join a commit-
in the pleasant and refurbishec ¢ tee the ultimate sacrifice of
bar area, chatting and hanging ot time and energy, so its hard to
with friends, new and old, and know who was going to do
getting to know Hayley a little what, but Hayley was being
better. approached — which says a lot
But the real killer is the good to people who wonder how
old British Breakfast, this consists new faces get treated.
of rashers, sausages, puddin The convention started to
fried eggs, all in an unhealthy wind down, and we all went
amount oil. our merry ways. | got a lift
Like most UK hotels though, from Steve Lawson to the train
they offer other types of food. | station and headed on my way.
went first for cereals and As | mentioned Mike asked
skimmed milk with some juices. me about how Eastercons are —

-

ey e\ N

Not too bad at all. Then | went for e and hence this long write up.
yoghurt, which are relatively Eastercons are healthy and
cheap in the UK so were plentiful and fruit,ion on the matter. | just observed. will continue apace, people will still continue

both dried and fresh. Tea as well. So with | wonder is it wrong as a conrunner to bdo volunteer. | expect that in 2005 when there
extra portions of these healthier options udgmental about people, whom really Iwasn't anyone to actually run a convention —
was well set up for the day, just like always,don’t know, but basing my judgement on theand Chris and her brave gang brought for-
but | also felt | had a little bit more energy, interaction and behaviour they display wherward what they thought was a viable conven-
which was required. at a convention. tion — it was a blip and it won't come around
Sunday seemed to pass by quite quickly | run young adult stuff, and there arefor a while again.
especially as so much was going on, andome things | have come to deplore. Young No matter who winds this years bid, there
with no time at all, the closing ceremony waspeople being spoken over, ignored by adultill be a losing bid, and although this is a
upon us and then Fran and Chris got up tgrandstanding. Moderators being treatediegative thing and can be demoralising — it
talk about their convention. with disdain — when they are trying to man-also means that those people will not have
Unfortunately there was some sort ofage a panel to everyone’s satisfaction antealised their potential and if they upon ma-
debate of issue raised by Farah Mendelsohsiowing and caressing egos. People speakirigre reflection come to see that what they
about whether guests of Convoy should coner treating those charged with minding thefailed to have had in 2009 could also be in
tinue over to Contemplation. kids with any sort of disrespect — especially2010. That could well be me, and | hear that
Now | disagree with the idea that any newf it's dismissive and in front of children. 2010 may have some people thinking all
con committee should have to inherit the It's odd how | can feel such ire towards aeady, bloody Scots — you just cant keep ‘em
desires and vision of the previous con. Surgrofessional. down.
it's an Eastercon, but what's important to me  So | just sat and observed and hoped that They may not be perfect and membership
as a con runner is that | apply my vision ofFran made up her own mind on which guestgttendance will rise and fall. I am looking
how things should be and bring that to ahey would have. forward to Orbital in 2008 and expect that a
realisation through hard work, listening to  Then Peter Harrow and Myself went upLondon (Heathrow) location and a superb
opinions and advice but making a decisioronstage to talk about our Eastercon bid LXline up of guests including Neil Gaiman will
myself. | would easily get disaffected if | hadIt's the sixtieth Eastercon you see, but wedring many people in, and there are people
to agree to accept what | may consider aan't call it Eastercon LX as we are only aout there who want Eastercons and who am |
burden from a previous convention. bid, so its LX until we win or lose. Hayley to argue.
Whether a rescue Eastercon has suchgat up to talk about Concordia and did a
responsibility is debatable of course, and bood job of it, although | was surprised that
am sure many would have their own view-there was some audible unhappiness with her
point. It seemed though that some of thehoice of hotel, which is the Birmingham
guests would not be coming along anyhowMetropole next to the airport.
even if asked as they were committing based | found that odd, as it's as afar away from
on personal agreements and undertakings. anything as the hotel we were all sitting in
It was an interesting exchange and manyas, and to be honest she has gotten a crack-
other people found it worth voicing an opin-ing deal from the hotel and she just lacks
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The Fanivore

Marie Rengstorff going to kindergarten. | had a Golden Book
about Disneyland that my parents had read a

zillion times. Apparently | memorized the

words and also, somewhat like you, learned
to recognize the words in other contexts. For
example, | could read and understand about
half the comic strips in the paper when | was
four. A few others, like Mary Worth, | could

read but they didn't mean anything to me.]]

[Loc on File 770:146] 1 should not be taking
this time, but you inspired/provoked me
answer. (Isn’t that the usual way.)

I was looking through the pike that acc
mulates every year — stuff | want to finish,
really worthwhile, but can be put offile
770:146was in the stack. First | read Keil
Stokes on Archon 29. My fan roots began
Ohio, so | enjoy hearing bits on that part
the world from time to time. | particularh
remember Judy Del Rey in a circle sk
which, on her, swept the floor. In that re
and green plaid outfit she was a dancing ¢
with the energy of a minesweeper. | admir
from afar and knew she would grow in
somebody great, which, of course, she did.

But that is off the subject. Here sits t
provocation. | wanted to correct your obst
vations of Sierra’s reading last year. | sL

Tim Marion

File 770:148arrived yesterday and | imme-
diately started devouring it (obviously |
should have eaten breakfast). | found it so
engrossing that | recalled with some degree
of shame that there were times in the
(distant) past when | was so fanactive that |
would actually have to pEile 770aside for

a while. It's certainly a good thing I'm

D A
CEUper-STRBLE

pose by now you know that Sierra could re STANCE gafiated now --- gives me a lot more time for
in English, despite your comment “but sl : reading fanzines! (And yes, | know that
doesn'’t actually read yet.” My parents made makes no sense. Consider that fairly typical
the same idiotic comment, and I still remem-ated by my request. of the paradoxical nature of fandom.)

ber the insult. Ask her to reflect back on that ~Later, when I was getting my Ph.D. and  No real comments, other than to say that
night of the Spanish book. If she remember§eeded Graduate Record Exam proficiencym glad that famous fan whom I've heard of
it, | bet she call tell you what level of readingi" tWo languages to earn that Ph.D. in sCifor the past 35 years, Bjo Trimble, is in rela-
she had achieved that that moment. ence, | used exactly that same procedure i@ely good health. Shameful that someone
| learned to read at 18 months and rePrepare. | brought home a pile of children'syng is so acrimonious toward her should
member the process very clearly. | memoFrench books from the UCLA library. | read start a death or dying hoax, no matter what
rized two booksCinderellaandA Cat in a two or three out loud to myself every nightshe may have done to inspire such ire; with
Hat. (That is not the later, popular book. Thisfor three weeks. | knew many basic Frenchyo many deaths in fandom nowadays, we
was a tiny thing written in facing rhyming Words, and with the hotel of logic, phonetics,gyrely don't need any false alarms
pages: This is a cat — in a hat. This is a fox @nd cute pictures, and occasionally a diction-  cyrious that you put a period in between
in a box. This is a pup — in a cup.) ary, | figured out the rest of the words. Bymy first and last name -- almost makes me
From that little book, | learned to readthe end of three weeks, | had learned a fourtBonsider permanently punctuating my name
nine words and the principles of phoneticsgrade child's level of vocabulary. Before theihat way in order to gain extra attention...but
From Cinderellal learned: I, am, when, and, children’s books, I already knew past, Préq think someone is already doing it (in the
the, that, what, mouse, is, are, CinderellaSent and futur.e tenses, .and could recognizgcording industry, Indi.Arie).
and probably eight or ten more. Since | hadvords or endings implying such key con- | really appreciated Joe Major mentioning
memorized the words on [every] page, ICEPts as “if” and “when,” major issues inprank Slaughter's (love that namdhe
would sit in bed at night, find the words | Science. Many French majors did not havgyeadly Lady of Madagascamhich | once
could read and, using my memorized dialogthose scientific concepts. I find many Eng-reaq in anticipation of the Wednesday night
try to discover which blobs fell between thelish speakers cannot follow them in theirABC movie-of-the-week. If the movie ever
words | could already read. | tried to matchOWn languages. Anyway, | blasted that test. came on, | missed it, and | have only found
my memorized dialog to the blobs at the | have tried to teach other adults thosgne oblique listing since for a movie starring
bottom of the page using location and limitedficks. Most simply cannot use them. | thinkroger Moore and Lee Marvin. Doesn't even
phonetics. learning to read that way really isnatural  sound like the same movie, really... Thanks
Personally, | felt insulted when my par-SKill of bright children. ) _ for printing Joe’s letter as well as his email
ents said that was not really reading. As an Ask Sierra about it. | bet, using a favoriteaqdress. Joe has since been kind enough to
adult, | still consider that to be beyond sim-Pook from a year ago, she can show you hoWend me his lengthy treatise on the book.
ple reading. | think it is a skill many of adults She learned to read and how well she really Ropert Lichtman asks the same question
never conquer. was read]ng last Christmas. about current artist Ed Cox that | asked (or
| ran into the same thing with a French The first book I could read, word for referred to) in a letter to theFC Bulletin
book as Sierra tried to explain to you regardworqx every single word, wa Night Before (the official organ of the Southern Fandom
ing a Spanish book. | asked my mother td=hristmas That was a year later. Confederation) a couple of years ago (about
teach me the simple French words so | could [[l love the story. | will ask Sierra and it peing the same name as the famous, now-
study out the rest. She, of course, was irriteport back. | learned to read long beforeqeceased, end-of-the-page doodle artist).
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port on Capclave, which is al- Chris Garcia
most more interesting for what

he did not say. He made me very

curious about the “feud” or e 770 arrives on eFanzines along with
“conspiracy” that has removed pafa-dozen other zines that piled up while |
Alexis Gilliland from WSFS and ;a5 down south almost getting run over by
makes me wonder if it has any- 54y pop on Hollywood Blvd. It's nice that |
thing to do with matters which g rived and am now able to start making up
were discussed iffile 770 be- {5 |ost time.

fore by Ted White and Keith | can’t wait to get a read @he Company
Lynch (as well as Alexis origi- They Keep A friend of mine went to the
nally). I don’t mean to be such a| osCon panel about it and said she’s super-
stickler, but when Martin Morse gy cited. 'm working on a comedy piece
Wooster claims that “This might ap0ut 5 writer's group made up of teens who
well be the most slanderous andyyerent talented enough to start a band, so
inflammatory one-shot = since ey turned to writing bad horror fiction. It'l
Harlan Ellison kneed the mad play well in the sticks!

dogs in the groin” | feel com- = Gierra's doll and stuffed animals all have

pelled to point out that it was names that at least make sense with what
Since it confused me, and Robert is a from #larlan who claimed to be kicked in theihey are When Evelyn was 3 or 4, she had a

generation ahead of me in fandom, I'm surgyroin. In other words, Harlan claimed not topa4it of naming things strangely. She had a
it was confusing to him as well. be the kicker but the kickee, and this Wagjir| doll (which was actually supposed to be
| have a variation on “You know you're said in response to those who didn't acy baby boy doll) that she named Georgie. |
old when most of the people you know areknowledge his claim that Seventh Fandony,.e made a joke that only Evelyn could
dead.” It is, “You know you're old when had begun. (Admittedly, | may be gettingpave a cross-gendered baby doll, which led
most of the stores you used to shop at hawome of the details wrong here, as this altvelyn's Mom, Gen, to slap my arm. She
closed.” occurred long ago and it's been long sincg g™ had Barbara-Bill, a large Elephant,
Chris Barkley's reminiscence of his past’ve read about it.) Wooster would have don\yaxo the Great White Shark (she'd been
30 years in fandom struck some resonatingetter, I'm assuming (I admit), by Comparingwatching Shark Week) and Baba the Shrimp
notes with me, particularly since we're aboutAlexis’s publication with one or two that \ynich she named because she thought it
the same age. | recently learned, howeverere emitted at the time of the “Great Breensqared like Jaba the Hut and just badly re-

that the curse or proverb, “May you live in Boondoggle.” . . membered what Jaba’s name was.
interesting times,” did not necessarily origi- | don’'t know if | told you this or not, I'd been wondering what happened to
nate with the Chinese. Mike, but I've begun a huge, mammoth pro-ryyfen. Things slowed a lot over the last

Diana’s “Snowbound in Morocco” was ject (which may take me much of the year)year’ but they are slightly picking up. | do
the most meaningful thing in the issue to meprganizing all the different fanzines and apgyiss peter's articles, though. They added a
so far. Her book also sounds interesting. mailings | have received, as well as othersp; o light and fire to the site.

John Hertz's con reports, to me, read togollections | have accumulated, over the past | wadn't heard any of the Bjo's dying
much like how Hank Davis described the37 years. There are organized (by title, Whid?umors, but it figures that she’s doin’ well.
local science fiction radio show -- “Yaddais unwieldy) boxes in the living room on top Sorry to hear she’s dealing with fibromyal-
yadda yadda, ego ego.” of the china cabinet and unorganized boxeaia, though. That's tough stuff.

| very much appreciated Alex vonof fanzines and apa mailings in the living™ supporting the HANA fund, and
Thorn's article, “Building the Worldcon room closet, my room and the rest of thenopefully I can scrape together a little extra
Committee,” as it was both informative andliving room. One of the many zines | camegp help Get Harry Bell out to Corflu.
had a sense of humor. Other than that, | caacross and perused was an unfilled issue §ihare's g lot of little funds this year, so the
only hope it is useless to me, as | hope nevdtile 770from the early 80s. money’s gotta spread a little thinner. Still,
to have to either chair a worldcon or even be File 770sure has changed a lot in the pas§qnds like good stuff.
on a con committee. | respect those wh@5 years. Not just in terms of the transition  That JETS ballot is really interesting. I've
engage in such activities, but | can’t imagingrom (excellent) mimeo on colored paper togot no idea who is going to win, but there are
myself ever doing so. It aimost reminds me(excellent) photocopying on white paper, buyme great names. I've read Abi Brown's
when | was a kid, of a mundane friend (whahe death of a popular fan then (Susan Woody ¢ and Jukka’s in FAPA with me. Should
claimed he wanted to write) who couldn’tby name) made front page headlines. Nowe 5 good race. With no TAFF this year,
understand me pumping page after page otibe obituaries are a regular part of everyhere's 4 ot of focus that can be put on the
of my mimeo machine hour after hour. Con-issue. And somehow, | feel a little more dis-yne_time fund.
vention committees require a different typesipated by each fan death. Nobody told me |45 on NPR a couple of weeks after Ben
of fan than I am, but | wish them luck. And | old age would be like this --- fans and friendsy 5o showed up talking about computer
should mention, from an historical perspecdying, cats dying... As John Lennon games. It seems that they have a producer
tive, that it's amazing how complicated theséias said, “Nobody told me there would bey,ar there who loves fandom as we spent
things have become since the first few-days like these!” While I live on, albeit with o1t an hour after the interview ended chat-
people worldcons back in the 40s (not that Heteriorating vision and receding hairline. ting about the recent WorldCon and various
was there, of course). John Hertz writes an excellent eulogy tQines |t was a lot of fun.

Martin Morse Wooster (whom I'm Bob Tucker. Next year (which starts in a day and a
tempted to call “Martin Moose Worster,” but ~ Thanks again for the excellent and inforha”) marks ten years since the passing of
only as a joke) writes an interesting con remative read, Mike. Bill Rotsler and the tenth person will receive
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the Rotsler Award. | think the list of folks lack of letters to my various zines whenPress Association, the oldest of the non-fan
who have won the Rotsler so far is wonderdiloyd’s eyes took him out of the game. apas. There’'s a lot of other material about
ful, though | wish that they'd do an occa- I'm saying this now so that the world will Helen in that issue as well. | don’t know if
sional posthumous award again to those thditear it and know it is the truth: | will never single copies of this issue are available for
have left us before the award was started. dhair a WorldCon. That is all. interested parties, but contact information is
can think of a few folks who would really fit Good on Tadao! I'm always glad to seeavailable at http://www.amateurpress.org.
the bill. folks who are actors actually acting. I've not | hope you'll be publicizingAh! Sweet
It's amazing at how much fanzine produc-done anything for ages (I think the last thing_aney! the collection of 29 articles by F.
tion has sped up among those of us whaas a short where | had no lines) but one cfowner Laney, that | edited and Pat Virzi
frequent eFanzines.com. There’s a couple ahy cameos is coming up on IFC in a month. designed and published last month.  Full
weeklies The Drink Tankand Vegas Fan- I wish | could have made TorFlu, but alasjnformation is available at Efanzines, and a
dom Weekly there’s at least two bi-weeklies | was bogged down with other stuff. Still, it PDF  with a sample article is
(SF/SFand And Furthermorg two month- sounds like it was a wonderful time. It wasavailable there as well.
lies (Pixel andIn A Prior Lifetimg and vari- about 1/5 the size of CorFlucisco in 2005
ous randomly scheduled zines. It's a wondefthe only one I've attended) and this yearsBrad Foster
any of us who write the things manage to gesounds like it'll be about a hundred or so
a break, but it's incredible that Bill Burns with a lot of Brits coming over. I'm excited!
even gets to blink with the amount of stuff he ~ We lost a lot of fans this last year. Somgypije | greedily yearn for the days &ile
has to post for us! widely known and loved (Bob and Fern,q coming several times a year, a semi-
| love The Knarley Knewsl didn't dis- Tucker, rich brown, Dick Eney) and somegnnual schedule will still work, so great to
cover it until recently, but it's a fun little zine who were mere blips (my Pops John Garcidee the new issue.
with so much good regdln’ to be done. falls into that category) but they all sugk. 'm " First, add my congrats to others to Alexis
I'm sad to se&mCit go. It was a really just glad I got a chance to meet or interacy, being award the latest Rotsler award. He's
good zine and Cheryl's a friend and a damnvith many of them over the years. been sending his great ‘toons out to zines
fine writer. | keep hoping | can convince her  Sounds like an interesting Wes;tercon|Ong before | arrived on the scene, and the
to write something foiThe Drink Tankbut [I've had folks say it was the most Wester-Way things are going, he'll probably be
it's not looking good. . con-llk.e Westercon in ages. Sadly, | CO,U,ld”’tspreading that creativity long after 'm gone!
I'm glad to hear so many of my favouritemake it. I'll be at this coming year's edition, " | |iked Tim [Davis]'s “The Tree of Light”
people have made it through the worst opartly because it's my turn to run the Fanzineessay_ I've not done anything that huge scale,
their medical troubles. There was a distinct.ounge! but every year | try to add one more string of

. lights to those going around the house and up
— e e Robert Lichtman on the roof. Every year | comment on how |
B e e think lights on houses are really nice, and
> T = wish they could be up year round. This year |
First, | imagine Pat Virzi was not was surprised when Cindy, the main defense
amused by Taral's footnote to hisagainst my getting too weird for the
Toronto Corflu report that she “is neighbors to bear, agreed that maybe leaving
still a hottie.” That aside, | wish | a string or two up in one area around the year
had my copy of théforonto the might be kind of nice. Ha! The thin end of
Ghood CD, and for that matter the wedge has been placed! Can finally get-
the printed program book and ting the giant inflatable used-car lot gorilla
other related materials from that permanently placed on the roof be far off?
Corflu. (And Ted White no doubt
wishes he had his own copy of Marie Rengstorff
the one-shot Colin did there for
which Ted hand-stenciled some

artwork. | only have mine be- \q system is perfect. | was, once upon a time
cause Colirthad” to distribute it - many years ago, treated rather rudely by a
to FAPA to retain h|§ member- commercial publisher that got tangled up in
ship.) | read that he's going 10 yhe Star Trek fanzine industry. ROC/Penguin
the' Austin Corflu, and I wonder if 1 plished one of my Star Trek/psychology
he'll be besieged by an angry gricles inThe Best of Trek: 18vithout a
crowd for failure to come through \yord to me.
with these items. | only found out by accident, on my mid-
By now you've no doubt had ge_of.the-week birthday, when | went to the
many corrections  about Dick grocery story. | decided to buy myself a
Eney's real age at his death,, mpkin pie and a silly book as gifts to my-
which was 74. self. A busy Wednesday is not a great day for
The parts of my letter of com- 5 pirthday. A foolish gift is a delightful an-
ment inVFW No. 84 about Helen ¢ er.
Wesson got reprinted in the De-  There, sparkling out of the book rack, was
cember 2006 issue ofhe Na- The Best of TrekPerfect. No book could
tional Amateuy official publica-  nhave peen much more idiotic. But the story
tion of the National Amateur geis sillier. I picked up the book and checked
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publishing feat of a few years ago. Because
of her involvement in space advocacy, she
was asked to submit an essay on space advo-
cacy and the connected industries to a pro-
posed book of essay to be published by the
European Space Agency. With some re-
search on her part, and some proofreading on
mine, her essay was accepted, and we re-
ceived a large trade paperback in the mails.
There were essays from Kofi Annan, Sir
Arthur C. Clarke, and Yvonne Penney. |
guess she can claim to have been published
in an anthology with Sir Arthur, and she’d be
right.

Sounds like Sierra enjoys regular per-
formances of Stuffed Animal Theatre. Just
for the record, so do we...

Bjo is dyeing, but not dying. She and
John were great at LAcon IV, and we saw
them again as Fan GoHs at Astronomicon in
Rochester, NY a couple of months after-
wards. They'll be around a long time yet. In
Rochester, | got to tell Bjo for the first time
about talking with Takumi Shibano while
sitting in the Trimbles’ living room just days
before LAcon II.
the table of contents. There | found one ofiwakening. It had been a while since we’d heard from
my articles. I remember watching the first episode orBrian Davis re CUFF, so we’d thought that

The article had been published severahy mentor's brand new color TV. | thought Brian hadn’t been able to find anyone to
times before, in other magazines, for freethe first episode of Star Trek was dingy. Isucceed him in a CUFF election. Brian does-
with my blessing, but | had always receivedstill do. | was slow to warm up, but | wasn't travel that far, seeing he lives in New
my “copies.” Besides, ROC/Penguin wastotally hooked by episode eleven. | remainBrunswick, and he gets as far west as To-
clearly publishing my story for profit. Sso. ronto, where he attends most years Toronto

| wrote to ROC and asked for $50 and For now, 40 years later, | will take thisTrek (which, by the way, was recently re-
three copies of the book. | sent the request inew 770 and my dog to the beach for a morenamed Polaris). It's good to see him well
a jolly, and not-at-all-critical letter. | did not thorough reading (I will read7Q not the again, but | wonder how many people have
take the whole thing very seriously. | did notdog), after one last question. Why did Octaany awareness of CUFF or any other fan
expect a check. | did, however, expect thermia Butler die? Yes, | read the part where shé&und.
to send the three copies of the book. Everyfell down. | fell down once this year and | locced every issue (that | received) of
body else sent copies of the magazines thatany times last year, mostly off my boogieCheryl Morgan’sEmerald Citybecause there
had previously published the article. board. | am older than she was and | am novas always something to comment on, espe-

ROC never sent me a thing. Years passedead from my falls, even from one bumpcially about the sticky subject of Worldcon

After more than 10 years, | went online,down a lava rock. There must have beepolitics. | tried to go back to her website after
found and bought three used copies of thenore to it. she shut down EC, but it was already gone.
book. They cost me ten to twenty-five cents Her story, “Bloodchild” was extraordi- And, I've seen nothing with her byline in any
each, plus shipping and handling. | do nohary. | think | read everything by her afterpublication | get. | think fanzine fandom
have copies of all books containing mythat. Yes, she was a genius, whether shigeated her badly, mostly because of her aims
works. My pile will never compete with wanted to be or not. Any genius little girl for her zine. | hope she will continue to
Asimov, but I have this one shelf where.... born before 1950 ran into some problemsvrite, and perhaps she does now, but guaran-

But that is an olde story. Several items irffrom that “stigma.” | wonder if that was even teed none of it will appear in a fanzine.

770 #147 brought this experience back tomore a problem for a non-white brilliant  Ah, time does march on. Used to be that
mind. For example, “The committee’s presdittle girl. | was waiting for more writing the File 770 news column listed fannish

release” on page 18 which began: “Fortyfrom her when | got the word. achievements, new zines, club activities, etc.

years ago, on Septembét, 8966, Star Trek Now, they list medical problems, more medi-

debuted on television.” (A year that will live Lond Penney cal problems, medical emergencies, etc. Fan-

in...?) dom is forever, and these days, it sure feels
On September 1140 years ago, | started like it. *ouch*

teaching college. Of course | was 12 when fpe Files may come a little further apar Alex von Thorn’s article on organizing a
first taught college. (If you believe that, | o but that means they are more |Ooke|XVOHdcon committee comes from two differ-

have a neat bridge from San Francisco t?orwlard to. Here's some words about issué&nt angles... being on the Toronto in 2003
Maui for sale.) | never remember that thej4g committee and the Chicago in 2008 commit-
year was 1966, but the world never forgets. Congratulations to Diana on her nevxzree' Seeing how difficult it was to be on the
From time to time, something reminds mey ok | wish | had something neat in print | oronto committee, | can only hope that his
The concept “40 years ago” came as a rudgyq brag about, but I will lean on yvonne's €xperiences with the Chicago people were
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more positive. Some of his examples, | thinkMission, and my article about our adventuresieath has left Fandom bereft of its favorite
I recognize some of his examples, in fact. that day should be in an issue\#gas Fan- uncle.
wonder if Alex is thinking of mounting an- dom WeekIyRSN, possibly issue 93. Dick Eney: And talk about deadline! He
other bid somewhere? By the way, | think | think that's about all for now. Pleasecertainly took to the Net with a vengeance.
the new San Antonio address is work-relatedreet Diana for me, and lotsa of hugs to Si- The Fanivore Chris Garcia: It was un-
and temporary. erra...it's evident that of all the positionsfortunate that Frankie Thomas died before he
| believe all of our L.A.con IV agency you've held over the years, Dad is probablycould be honored, but the supply of World-
activities are done. All the refund chequeshe one you've enjoyed the most. Take careCon honorees rather exceed the supply of

for Canadian members have been issued;adnd see you next issue. WorldCons. More and more GoHs will be
think there’s still some yet to be cashed. | GhostoHs, it looks like. And the “In Memor-
still have to check the bank account to se@\|exander Slate iam” will be the biggest part of the opening
what's left to be cashed. ceremonies.

So many obituaries...it took me a while to Robert Lichtman: If Warner's house

learn of the passing of Jim Overmyer. | met{yqll | did manage to get the latdSte 770 sold for $100k and is now twice that, all |
Jim at a Michigan convention, and he would ca’me down with Laurel on her recent tript@ Say is that house prices must be a lot
come up to Toronto for a number of yearsom Dayton, where it was forwarded afterhigher in Hagerstown! It did not look like all
and conventions. He was quite recognizabl%eing sent to the old Lasater address. And dhat big a place.

he was often dressed in lederhosen at congy rse page 6 holds the change of address Lloyd Penney: Thanks for the news
His nickname was Mr. Coffee, for he WaSgnnouncement. Don't worry, you aren’t theabout Chaz Boston Baden’s lapse in fan-
usually drinking it, even walking the Conven- oy one. Everyone has gotten the change gines. | had begun to think he had been doing
tion halls, and he often had coffee parties aéddress, but about 2/3 of the fanzines insid TAFF bidzine.

cons. , on being sent to the old address.

The comments are a litle dated, but |~ of course, watch everyone correct theil aral Wayne
agree with Chris Garcia. There are SO manyqqresses now. The funny thing is | don't
good writers whose works we enjoy, SOnow how much longer I'll be here - hope-
many of them we admire and respect, thaf|;y not long. I've accepted a job (a promo-1 didn’t know Diana was writing a book, let
there may not be enough opportunities t0 sajon _ huzzahl) in Washington, D.C. This alone one on the Inklings (or is that the black
thank you. Some of those great authors (angheans that Laurel and | will be separated foharmonic group?). Il have to keep an eye
this applies to artists, too) go through theiry year or two more, but its too good an open the delete bins in a couple of years.
lives with some measure of respect, but don'f;rnity to pass up. Laurel and girls will (Nothing personal, but $35 and $45 books
get named a Grand Master or other lofty.emain in Ohio. When | am moving is still up tends to keep them out of the hands of the
position, or win a neat trophy. We want 10, the air, due to government policy issuespeasants like me.)
say many thanks, but sometimes, we don'gight now it appears it won't be until at least | was at a party for Robert Charles Wilson
get to it until it's too late. Then again, in- the end of March. I'l send out notices when& David Hartwell Friday. There | also met
creasing the many awards and fancy posirnow when and where the new address wilLarry Hancock, who was treasurer for Tor-
tions may take away much of the lustre fromhe (| know, the grammar on that last seneon. | asked if they were over their troubles
the awards and positions with some measuignce was horrific, but 'm gonna leave itand he said mostly. They've got a few loose
of time and achievement behind them. that way anywhos [sic]). ends, but have sequestered $15,000 for

_The horizontal ribbons at L.A.con made 454 to see anothBile 77Q As you can “worthy causes,” none of which he named to
things a little hard to read, mostly becausgg| m pretty isolated, since it was only me. There's supposed to be another fifteen
they were a little smaller, but the sheer numg g1 that issue that | heard of the passingrand when they're sure all the bills are paid
bers of the ribbons made up for it. It got ton¢ jygith Ward, someone | considered @nd the money is free & clear. | asked if
the point where if you didn’t have a foot of gieng. Judith and | almost always disagreedhey'd be interested in m archiving project,
ribbons hanging off the bottom of your oy how to get things done, but we alwayso ensure a set number of copies of the CD’s
badge, you just weren't trying hard enoughyne\ and respected each others competehwas producing. | was a bit set back by the
Many of us could stand outside, and telljes judith was someone, who like me, alanswer. Evidently the committee has decided
which way the wind was blowing. ways knew when things were headed fothe money has to be used for causes

Just a few days ago, | received a letter gt ple. One thing about Judith, she nevetaccessible” to the people who were mem-
thanks from UC Riverside for submitting 0 egjtated to suggest fixes, and always volurbers of the worldcon. This was interpreted to
them a copy of our CUFF trip report from eere to help. Just like the Con Suite story imean things like bringing guests to cons, or
some years back. At L.A.con IV, John Hertzye zine suggests. Texas fandom would nqierhaps mounting receptions. But preserving
had helped the SF collection with a sectiorhg \yhat it is without her passion and drive. old fanzines doesn't seem to be anything the
ondtrlp ;eparts, and hafd Erowded Tm:m with a concom thinks fans might be interested in.
reduced photocopy of the cover fenneys i | really don't like con fans... Fanzine
Up The River, and Other CUFF Talesthen Joseph T. Major fandom is marginal enough without the peo-
we got back, | promptly send the collection ple who hold the purse strings and determin-
one of my few remaining copies, and through ditorial Notes: Diana’s new book: “We've 1Nd Who gets their five minutes of fame mak-

one miscue or another, | got e-mails befor X oo it
the promised letter arrivegd. it might alsol€arned that readying a book for publicationind it official.
have been swirling about in the mail for ais an endless series of crises.” Tell me about

while. It was dated December. and arrivedt- It took about a year and a half to getJoy V. Smith

February 5. Heinlein’s Childrenready for the press.

Just for the record, Yvonne and | did get  OPits: Both Tuckers — well, some say
to the LA County Coroners’ offices on N. that some couples are like lovebirds, when like the collage-type cover--lovely back-

one dies the other doesn’'t have long. Bob’'ground and interesting, and | like the letter-
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ing. Aggregate? Rocks? Asteroids? note cards by my chair needing my immedidits original clubhouse that year. The zine
The Company They Keepunds intrigu- ate attention for the Literature Review chapsoon folded because in a burst of idealism
ing; | know Diana will be grateful when it's ter, and theyre calling me incessantly (I'm’'d promised all the (miniscule) proceeds
finally out! And congratulations to her for coming, I'm coming! Hold your danged from subscriptions to the Bob Shaw Fund
getting those great blurbs! (Been there; didhorses...Sheesh!) - so | felt the need tand couldn't afford to eat the cost of printing
n’'t get any.) Wonderful photo of Sierra beingdownshift my fan pubbing gears into first toand mailing. I'd learned a few lessons by the
read to; and | enjoyed the background on henake time for dissertation research and writtime | started File 770 in January 1978.]]
toys’ names. (They all gotta have a name.) ing. | have said it elsewhere and Il say it |really don't mean to cut this loc short, but
I'm aware of Trufen, though I'm not sure again: fanac is fun and a welcome diversion do want to thank Alex von Thorn for his
I've ever visited it. (So many websites.)from the idiosyncrasies of academia. Thensightful treatise on how to create a success-
Thanks for the update and the other newmew zine Askancewill be out on March 22, ful Worldcon committee. Sounds like the
tidbits, including the various awards; | hadn’t2007 (cover by Brad Foster), and will be avoice of experience talking here. His closing
heard of the JETS or th&merald Citywas bi-monthly (for starters). My goal is to makeline best sums up how any con committee

closing down. this zine my release valve to keep me sanghould operate: "We don't have to agree on
Useful, but scary, article on “Building the over the next year and a half, maybe moresvery question to be able to agree to work
Worldcon Committee” by Alex von Thorn. | We'll see how things play out. together, and picking the right people to be

also enjoyed Taral Wayne’s Corflu 23 report  Every so often something gets posted om charge is one of the best guarantees of a
and graphics and “John Hertz's Westercorufen.net, whereupon | get e-mail notifica-good experience for both committee and
Notebook” with its inserted quotes. And thetion (a great feature of the site), and there arattending members of the convention." Truer
other con reports. And the two Christmagimes when | peruse some of the old stuffvords were never spoken. Now if only Alex
stories too. And Chris M. Barkley's “30 still floating there. | do hope Victor can gethas suggestions on how to re-assemble frag-
Years in Fandom.” And all the photos. back into the swing of things; it's a greatmented fan groups aftéostinga worldcon,
The Fanivore: Okaaay. I'll remember notservice and a wonderful source of informa-well, there's an article that will also serve a
to use OBE or the other orders in conversation. Thank you, Mike, for plunking informa- practical purpose.
tion. (That way | don’'t have to worry about tion there when you can. | really don't want Taral's Corflu 23 report was greatly en-
getting it right.) Re:Bastards of Kirk 'm  to see this site go the way of all flesh andoyed, but | sure missed meeting him at Cor-
not aware of this. Will it be available any- have its bytes scattered to the Internet winddlu 24 just passed. It was another great time,
where anytime soon? | rememb&H in  Trufen serves a purpose, and | am one faas I'm sure you've read all over LiveJournal
Color for a Dime | used to have it, but | who appreciates its place in the fannistand e-zines already. It sure felt like going
don't recall coming across it in my last cull- scheme of things. home to me. | haven't had that much of a
ing sweep. (I accumulate too many books.) I Alexis Gilliland definitely deserves the good time at a con since 1992. Of course,
don’t remember &ero connection. Re: my Rotsler Award. | have no idea how long he'shat was my last real fannish convention --
LOC, in which I mention Michael F. Flynn’s been at this sort of thing, but it has definitelyalmost theonly con I've attended since then -
novelette (yes, | called it a short story in mybeen a few decades at least. Love his sensebut that's not important right now. As a
LOC), | am in “Dawn, and Sunset, and theof whimsy, and Alexis has an easily recog+esult, | can't wait for next year's Corflu in
Colours of Earth” (two posts--Pagadan anchizable style. Even though it's been manyas Vegas; future scheduled Corflus are
Velvet--in the online segment, along withmonths since he received the award, mypeattle in 2009, England in 2010, and San
other online contributors, which were verycongratulations, Alexis. Keep on drawing!Jose in 2011. Now | know where I'm gonna

well edited to incorporate the story line).(Maybe even for my zine hint-hint*) be for the next four years...
Anyway, this story will be in a forthcoming Mike, wasn't the birth of Hugo Gernsback Many fine people have been lost in the
Years Best SF #12. the featured story in your first annish? past year, and all | will say about your obitu-

The HANA announcement (Send John There are now many zines with well overary section is that they will all be missed.
Hertz to Japan) makes a great back covetOO0 issues, which astonishes me. | think it iSome of these fine folks | knew -- like both
with the Japanese text. Is that one word?  easy to accept the fact that modern technoBob and Fern Tucker -- but | am also sad-

ogy -- e-pubbing, using computers to lay-outdened by the loss of fans | never knew. Sure
John Purcell and create graphics, plus easy incorporatiosounds like a batch of wonderful people.
of photos into a zine, etc. -- has made this Finally, to wrap up, | just have to say that
possible. Of course, it doesn't hurt to be sint read and enjoyed John Hertz's Westercon
Gorgeous Alan White cover. Simply gor- gle and have a pile of excess energy needingX report, but have no real comments to
geous. He has sent me the cover for the setQ be burned up, does it Chris? A heartymake thereon. Same for the lettercolumn. As
ond issue ofAskance(May, 2007) which "well done" goes to Henry Welch aﬂ@ar- _usual, you have put together a wonderful
simply blew me away when | saw it. Alan ley Knews.That is a fine zine th.at is well issue, Mlphael, and | appreciate your love for
has a talent streak a mile and three-quarte?’gorth asking for. Just out of curiosity, too,fan pubbing and keeping this zine very much
wide, and his work deserves some recogniMike: when didFile 770 start? | think you alive. Take care of yourself, and continue
tion. Time to start talking him up for Fan had this sucker already running when | goenjoying Sierra. She sure sounds like a won-
Artist Hugo, | guess. He deserves the nod, dpto fandom the first time back in 1973, but Iderful child. Kids keep you young, y'know.
at least a sideways glance. just can't remember exactly when it began. And so dqes fanac. On both counts, | speak

As you have probably noticed over on [If you saw a newzine of mine in 1973 itfrom experience.

eFanzines.com, | have folded the two e-zine&as Organlegger. What Elst Weinstein and |

I've been running at a break-neck pace foptarteéd as a hoax newzine for WestercoBrad Foster
the last year|n a Prior Lifetimeand .and (distinguishable from the real newzine by

furthermore They were both a lot of fun to OUrS having a lot more news), | continued for
do, but I have my dissertation staring me i?While as a legitimate fan newzine. One ofy o¢ on File 770: 146] Congrats to Schirm
the face - in fact, there's a stack of texts anH'® €vents | reported was LASFS acquiringy, receiving the Rotsler Award this year. His
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style is so organically animated, rich flow oftime Taral's piece on Corflu was the bit | Martin Morse Wooster: Although Darrell
line and movement, not to mention nicelyenjoyed most, but | was also intrigued by theRichardson’s son is Darrell C. Richardson,
twisted humor. Well done. furor on OBE versus knighthood... | just didJr., he’'s always been known as Cole
Thanks for running that old loc of minesome digging on the web (all right, | Richardson. Cole is a pretty active fan in the
you found.[[Déja vu all over again...]]We googled) and found that Sir Clarke is awashington area, and best known for his

still miss Lori very much, so I'm glad those Bachelor Knight in that same OBE (see involvement in Burroughs fandom.
comments made it into print, into the http://www.geocities.com/harveytpooka/clar  Also, your obituary for Darrell Richard-
“official record” as it were. Speaking of locs, ke_knighthood.jpg). son doesn’t mention that Richardson was a

| guess Taral sent his “Preening” comment Ranks within that order are: Knight/Damepretty prolific author, well known for his
before he saw my loc about how it wast Grand Cross, Knight/Dame Commanderbiography of Max Brand and for his research
me who said nudes were the way to fanCommander, Officer, Member (there’s morein the pulps. | believe Richardson wrote over
nishly. | actually agree more strongly withon e.g. 30 books, including at least four published in
his final comment here, “I always thought it http://www.royal.gov.uk/OutPut/Page4886.athe past decade.

was the guys with the one-liners and punsp or

who had it all.” At one point | thought you http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_the_B Henry L. Welch: Thanks for the latest File

should re-titte the two art-related Hugoritish_Empire). 770. As usual, a fine issue. For someone who
Awards. Best Professional Artist would be-  Just in case you wanted to know. isn't publishing as regularly as you used to,
come “Best Painter of Paperback Book Cov- you do manage to keep well-informed of

ers,” and Best Fan Artist would be “BestLee Gold: Tamar Lindsay (Dick Eney's most things fannish.
Doodler of Weird Gags.” Neither is totally wife) later corrected her announcement of his
true across the board, of course, but it doedeath to say, “And this came as a surprise tw/illiam Breiding : | did the math on your

seem to go that way. me as well as others: he wasn’t 69, he wasubscription and realized you are barely
74. Somehow his birth year got changed omreaking even, even if your entire mailing
Sheryl Birkhead later paperwork.” list subscribed, and you are actually still

publishing a good old fashioned money-pit

Eric Lindsay: | kept hoping | would have of a fanzine!

[Loc on File 770:146] Hope Alex Slate’s SOMe sort of news to send you, but life has
recuperation went as planned. Just heard thgPt co-operated. Actually I'd prefer a lack of| etterhacks’ Addresses
Fern Tuckempassed away.... cyclones. . ,
Taral is doing quite a service for fandom | S€€ that cute baby stories are a suitablgjjiam Breiding, P.O. Box 1448,
in getting the CDs and internet forms of fan-Substitute for cute cat stories in editorials. Morgantown, WV 26507
zines available to the general populace (well, The way fanzines keep turning up on thes 4 \W Foster, P.O. Box 165246,
fandom in general that is). Thank you. web is great. Amazing to find so many being Irving, TX 75016; E-mail:
Both congratsand commiserations to turned fromatoms into bits. bwfoster@juno.com
David Levine Not that it really compares, . | S€€ We are back to feuds. 'm tempted t@nis Garcia, E-mail:
but once upon a time (out of the blue...|o0Serve itis just like old times. garcia@computerhistory.org
figured that a letter to me from a prozine ) Alexis Gilliland, 4030 & St. South,
indicated I'd let my subscription lapse) anPOtty Kurtz: Thanks f(zr File 770 #148  arlington, VA 22204
assistant editor (who shall remain namelesﬁSpeE'a”y after reading “Snowbound in Mo-pike Glicksohn, 508 Windermere Ave.,
asked me to come up with designed to b&occo” by Diana Glyer. Such an inspiring Toronto, ONT M65 3L6 Canada

used on t-shirts for their two magazines. story could have just as easily found its | ae Gold. E-mail: lee.gold@ca.rr.com
was shocked, in a good way, and promptlyV@Y into Friends Journal or a similar publi- pqty Kurtz, E-mail:

sent off two designs — having no idea if inCation. dottymk@yahoo.com

fact that it was to be for t-shirts made any Robert Lichtman, E-mail:

difference in how the design was made. AhAlexis  Gilliland: Regarding my I,ett_er_ N robertlichtman@yahoo.com

The rapid reply was ecstatic, the design&146 which touched on Ted White's joining gyic | indsay, E-mail:

were just what they wanted. Oh joy and rapth® WSFA after Lee had banned him from gi44h2007 @ericlindsay.com

ture! Then | just waited. | had no idea howthe house I thought it had been made obviougyseph T Major, 1409 Christy Avenue,
often one was contacted, but after about sif?at Bob Macintosh and Barry Newton were | oisville, KY 40204-2040. E-mail:
months | figured | ought to write. | did. totallyinnocent of any wrongdoing. They did jimajor@iglou.com

Sorry, aforementioned assistant editor is niothing more than handle a routine bit ofriy \arion, E-mail:

longer with us and we have no artwork in thusiness, they were not participants in the Timothy.Marion@CliffordChance.com
files. Ah, it was nice while it lasted. And fight, and it would be appreciated if you Lloyd Penney, 1706-24 Eva Rd.,

nothing like it has ever happened again.  could post this notice in your next issue. Etobicoke, ON, M9C 2B2 Canada;
. . ) ) E-mail: penneys@allstream.net
We Also Heard From Mike Glicksohn: When #148 arrived | p\arie Rengstorff, P.O. Box 2285,

promised myself I'd respond to it this time. | inei HI 96753

figured I'd send a loc but although I read theyaxander Slate. E-mail:

Jan van't Ent: After all the busy weeks entire issue and was intrigued, amused, in-gjay slate@brc;oks af mil

surrounding last year's end (finishing work,formed, entertained and saddened at differeng, V. Smith. E-mail: F;agadan@aol com
holidays, starting work - and the usual fantimes, no loc formed mentally. (My lack, not 351 yan't Ent, E-mail: vantent@few.eur.nl
activity involving Dutch fandom) | finally yours.) So here’s postage for the next iSSUBenry | Welch, E-mail: welch@msoe.edu
got around to reading your issue 148. Nicénstead. Martin Morse V\}ooster .E-mail' )
cover, wonderful contents, as usual - this mmwooster@yahoo (’:om )
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