
Last month, Tom Robinett, the 
Chamber’s Vice President of Public 
Policy & Advocacy, attended a 
ceremony in which Governor Jeff 
Colyer, M.D., signed House Sub. for 
Senate Bill 391, which establishes the 
“Joint Legislative Transportation Vision 
Task Force.” This task force will have a 
broad mission, which includes 
evaluating the progress of the current 
transportation program, making 
recommendations regarding the future 
needs of the state transportation 
system and identifying additional necessary transportation projects, among other 
duties.
Transportation long has been a top priority in the Chamber’s State Legislative Agenda.
For more information, click here.

June 2018 Our Mission:
To enhance the business environment 
and quality of life in our community.

Chamber Calendar
Public Policy & Advocacy Committee
Friday, June 8 - 12:00-1:30 p.m.
Overland Park Chamber, 9001 West 110th Street

Wednesday Wake-up
Wednesday, June 13 - 8:00-9:00 a.m.
Saint Luke’s South Hospital, 12300 Metcalf Avenue
Free and open to Chamber members only

Leadership Overland Park Graduation
Sponsored by Emporia State University Kansas City
Friday, June 22 - 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Marriott Kansas City Overland Park,  
10800 Metcalf Avenue

To register for these events, click here 
or call (913) 491-3600.

Upcoming ribbon cuttings
Friday, June 1 - 10 a.m.
Tropical Smoothie Cafe, 15933 Antioch Road

Tuesday, June 5 - 4:30 p.m.
Riordan Clinic, 6300 West 143rd Street, Suite 205

Wednesday, June 6 - 4:00 p.m.
The University of Kansas Hospital Indian Creek, 
10710 Nall Avenue

Thursday, June 14 - 4:30 p.m.
Signs by Tomorrow, 10049 West 87th Street

Friday, June 15 - 9:00 a.m.
doob KC, 6511 West 119th Street

Friday, June 15 - 12:30 p.m.
Metcalf Village Apartments, 16201 Travis Street

Wednesday, June 20 - 8:30 a.m.
Core Bank, 7400 College Boulevard, Suite 205
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August 20    12:00 p.m. shotgun start

Nicklaus Golf Club at Lionsgate

2018 GOLF  TOURNAMENT

Sponsored by

The Chamber’s annual golf tournament is a fun way to expand your 
business connections as a golfer or as an event sponsor.

Register as a golfer by June 29 for the early-bird discount.

Join These Sponsors Who’ve Already Committed . . .

We have numerous promotional opportunities.  
Sponsor a hole or a specific tournament activity, donate a door prize  

or provide registration bag items (150 like items).
For more information, click here  

or contact Celia at (913) 766-7603 or cfritzwatson@opchamber.org.

State establishes transportation task force

Soft Drinks:Beverage Carts: Signage:

https://governor.kansas.gov/governor-colyer-signs-bill-creating-transportation-task-force/
http://bit.ly/1V4G116
http://bit.ly/2EDgnLe
mailto:cfritzwatson%40opchamber.org?subject=Golf%20tournament
www.shawneemission.org/locations/overland-park
https://www.hy-vee.com/stores/detail.aspx?s=128
http://go2.spectrumreach.com/l/211312/2018-05-04/6qzzw3 
www.fastsigns.com/20


By the time you read this, the long-awaited June 1 filing deadline will have arrived 
and we’ll know the line-ups for local and state-wide races. Already, the field of 
candidates seeking the Governor’s office is crowded, and many in our Johnson 
County state delegation have declared challengers. What’s not certain is what our 
electorate will do when presented with so many choices.
The most important deadlines come a little later this summer, and I encourage you 
to share them with everyone in your circle who is an eligible voter: 
July 17 – last day to register to vote for the primary
July 18 – advanced voting by mail begins
July 23 – advanced voting in person begins  
August 6 – advanced voting in person closes at noon
August 7 – Primary Election
Some may wonder why I’m devoting space to reminders 
presumably everyone knows. Well, statistics indicate we’re 
not hitting home runs with voter turnout, especially in 
primary elections. I’ve lived in three states, and this is by far 
the easiest place I’ve experienced to vote. You can vote in 
advance by mail, or show up at several sites in person in the 
weeks preceding the election at your convenience. And you’ll 
still get your “I Voted” sticker! Or traditionalists can join your 
neighbors on election day at your polling place. All achieve 
the same result, which is to make your choice in governing 
our community at the local, state and federal level. 

Recently I’ve heard the same phrase mentioned in a variety of 
settings, which is that elections have consequences. There 
are consequences of voting – and also of not voting - and 
thinking the primary doesn’t matter much anyway because 
the “real” election is in the fall, so we’ll just sit this one out until we let the candi-

dates shake out. There are conse-
quences in letting others select for you, 
and still others when voters don’t make 
an informed choice. You may think by 
“informed,” I mean they don’t agree 
with me, but quite to the contrary. 
Informed decisions are not made by 
selecting the name recalled from a yard 

sign or a stack of postcards in the mail box, but from research about a candidate’s 
positions on issues, and for incumbents, their voting record, not just platitudes. 
The Chamber, through our partnership with other chambers in the region compris-
ing the Johnson County Public Policy Council, will host candidate forums and pro-
mote voter information and candidate surveys on www.votejoco.com. Additionally, 
we’ll provide information on state senator and representative voter records before 
the primary so you can see how they voted on business issues this year. Previous 
years are also on our website. 
Every year is an important election year. Let’s raise the bar on voter engagement 
and participation this year. In the words of President Roosevelt, choose wisely.

“Democracy cannot succeed unless those who express their choice are prepared to 
choose wisely. The real safeguard of democracy, therefore, is education.” 

– Franklin D. Roosevelt
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FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Business Perspective is published monthly by the Overland Park Chamber of Commerce.
9001 West 110th Street, Suite 150, Overland Park, KS 66210

Phone: (913) 491-3600  •  Fax: (913) 491-0393  •  opcc@opchamber.org  •  www.opchamber.org

Chamber Board and Staff
BOARD OFFICERS:
Brett Bogan, Chairman 
Spencer Fane LLP
Mike Hess, Chair-Elect 
HNTB Corporation
Stacie Gram, 1st Vice Chairman 
Swiss Re America Holding Corporation
Charles Laird, 2nd Vice Chairman 
Menorah Medical Center
Doug Lynn, Secretary 
Sprint
Chris Wally, Treasurer 
CBRE Kansas City
Michael Tracy, Past Chairman 
OMNI Human Resource Management

BOARD MEMBERS:
Marshaun Butler, Children’s Mercy Hospital Kansas
Faruk Capan, Intouch Solutions
Diana Chaloux-LaCerte, Hitch Fit Gym
Greg Crowley, Crowley Furniture
Jim Edwards, Nothing Bundt Cakes
Bill Ferguson, Central Bank of the Midwest
Brenner Holland, Hunt Midwest
Craig Jeffries, Empower Retirement
Jodde Lanning, Payne & Jones, Chartered
Earl Major
Don Pearce, Pearce Construction Company
Karsten Randolph, Shawnee Mission Health
Bob Regnier, Bank of Blue Valley
Stephen Rhorer, SPX Cooling Technologies
Tony Rupp, Foulston Siefkin LLP
Dr. Kenny Southwick, Shawnee Mission School District
Mark Thomas, Copaken Brooks
Steve Troester, PGAV Architects, Inc.
Mark Williams, Garver

EX-OFFICIO BOARD MEMBERS:
Bruce Boettcher, Sheraton Overland Park Hotel  

[Visit Overland Park board representative]
Dr. David Cook, The University of Kansas Edwards 

Campus
Bill Ebel, City of Overland Park
Mayor Carl Gerlach, City of Overland Park
Dana Markel, Visit Overland Park 
Bobby Olm-Shipman, St. Luke’s South Hospital  

[2018 Chairman of Overland Park Chamber Economic 
Development Council]

Tracey Osborne Oltjen, CCE, Overland Park Chamber
Greg Wolf, Dentons

CHAMBER STAFF:
Tracey Osborne Oltjen, CCE, President & CEO
Stacey Cowan, Membership Director
Frank Ebling, Controller
Celia Fritz-Watson, Director of Events & Member Services
Tim Holverson, IOM, Recruitment & Retention Director, 

Economic Development
Chris Jackson, EDC Policy & Communications Coordinator
Beth Johnson, CEcD, Senior Vice President of Economic 

Development
Stan Lawson, Communications Director
Erin Murray, Assistant to the President
Tom Robinett, Vice President of Public Policy & Advocacy
Amy Stock, Member Services Coordinator

Gear up for Elections 2018

Tracey Osborne 
Oltjen, CCE, IOM
President & CEO
@traceylosborne

“Elections belong to the people. 
It’s their decision. If they decide to 
turn their back on the fire and 
burn their behinds, then they will 
just have to sit on their blisters.”

– Abraham Lincoln
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UPCOMING  EVENTS

Build your business network!

Wednesday, June 13 
8:00-9:00 a.m.

Join us for networking over coffee! This event will be 
a great opportunity to learn more about Saint Luke’s 

Health System’s many exciting developments including the 
construction of a state-of-the-art destination Rehabilitation 
Institute that will open in 2019. Saint Luke’s South has been 
serving our community for 20 years. It is the only hospital 
in Johnson County to earn a 5-star quality rating from the 

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, which measures 
effectiveness, safety, and patient satisfaction.

Free and open to Chamber members only.
To register, click here or call (913) 491-3600

a garden soirée

2018

Join The Arts & Recreation Foundation of Overland Park 
for an evening of fun at the Overland Park Arboretum & Botanical 
Gardens. Purchase your tickets or sponsorship package today. 

Visit stemssoiree.org or call 913.322.6467  
for all ticket and event information.

JUNE 23, 7-11 p.m.  

Presenting Sponsors:

in partnership with the  
Regnier Family Foundations

12300 Metcalf Avenue

Hosted by General Membership Luncheon
Leadership Overland Park Graduation

Friday, June 22
12:00-1:30 p.m. (check-in begins at 11:30 a.m)

Marriott Kansas City Overland Park, 10800 Metcalf Avenue

Join us as we celebrate the graduation of our  
2018 Leadership Overland Park Class!

Featured Speaker: Dr. Joseph Sopcich,
President, Johnson County Community College

Dr. Sopcich will speak on “Leadership Lessons 
from Around the World.” Throughout his 
life, Dr. Sopcich has been able to visit and 
have extended stays in four countries on four 
different continents. He will share leadership 
lessons and experiences from these various 
places – Chile, Russia, Uganda and 
Pakistan.

RSVP by June 14. 
To register, click here.

LEADERSHIP
O     V     E     R     L     A     N     D       P     A     R     K

Sponsored by

You may have noticed 
a new benefit to 
attending Overland 
Park Chamber events 
– an easily accessible 
place to charge your 
phone and other 
portable devices. 

The Chamber is 
pleased to bring you 
Power Up Your 
Health Charging 
Stations sponsored by 
Menorah Medical Center and Overland Park Regional 
Medical Center at each event we host in 2018. We’d like to 
them for their continued support and sponsorship.  

These charging stations provide a convenient way to get 
power while you network. If you need to power up the health 
of your mobile device, Chamber staff will be happy to direct 
you to the nearest charging station at our next Chamber 
event.

Thank you to our Charging Station Sponsor!

Click the advertisement below for details

www.saintlukeshealthsystem.org
www.saintlukeshealthsystem.org
http://bit.ly/2rYlFwo
http://www.stemssoiree.org
www.saintlukeshealthsystem.org
http://bit.ly/2vQQV5P
http://www.emporia.edu/kc
www.menorahmedicalcenter.com
www.oprmc.com
www.oprmc.com
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Welcome new members!
We are pleased to introduce these new Chamber members:

doob KC – Opening Soon!
Nick Nikkhah, Owner
6511 West 119th Street
Overland Park, KS 66209
(913) 204-1234
nick@doob3d.com
www.doob3d.com
Retail, Photography

Flury-Hinderks Insurance
Bill Rowlen, President
10740 Nall Avenue, Suite 310
Overland Park, KS 66211
(913) 345-9900
Info@fhins.com
www.fhins.com
Insurance

Hair Club for Men
Brenda Miller, Image Consultant
7500 College Boulevard, Suite 600
Overland Park, KS 66210
(913) 592-8013
bmiller@hcfm.com
www.hairclubformen.com
Beauty Services

Jewish Community Center 
of Greater Kansas City

Shannon Riordan, Community 
Engagement Specialist

5801 West 115th Street, Suite 101
Overland Park, KS 66211-1800
(913) 327-8010
shannonr@thejkc.org
www.thejkc.org
Fitness, Child Care

Kneaders Bakery and Cafe
Rae Everton, Marketing Manager
12180 Blue Valley Parkway
Overland Park, KS 66213
(913) 624-3920
reverton@fourfoodsgroup.com
www.kneaders.com
Restaurants, Bakery

Lillian James Creative
Katie Carr, Marketing Strategist
8001 Shawnee Mission Parkway, 

Suite 200
Mission, KS 66202
(913) 730-0454
katie@lillianjamescreative.com
www.lillianjamescreative.com
Marketing Services, Social Media

AdamsGabbert – 2018 
Leadership Circle Sponsor!

Stacy Rose, COO
9200 Indian Creek Parkway, 

Suite 205
Overland Park, KS 66210
(816) 347-0077
www.adamsgabbert.com
Employment Agencies & Services, 
Business Consultants, Technology

Anderson Chiropractic
AJ Ranjan, Practice 

Representative
11081 Antioch Road
Overland Park, KS 66210
(913) 649-4045
roganderson@hotmail.com
www.apmkc.com
Chiropractic Physicians - D.C.

Avenue 81
Debbie Walker, Regional 

Director of Independent Living
8055 Metcalf Avenue
Overland Park, KS 66204
(785) 633-6847
dwalker@midwest-health.com
www.midwest-health.com
Assisted Living Facility, Senior Care & 
Living

Azura Credit Union
Barbie Benson, Assistant Branch 

Manager
8550 Quivira Road
Lenexa, KS 66215
(785) 233-5556
barbie.benson@azuracu.com
www.AzuraCU.com
Credit Unions, Financial Services

Blue Sky Fertility 
– Opening Soon!

Dr. Ryan Riggs, Medical Director
14253 Metcalf Avenue
Overland Park, KS 66223
(913) 218-0162
www.blueskyfertility.com
Health Care, Fertility

The Bright Family Law 
Center, LLC

Christi Bright, Attorney
14221 Metcalf Avenue, Suite 109
Overland Park, KS 66223
(913) 239-9966
michael@thebrightfamily-

lawcenter.com
www.thebrightfamilylawcenter.com
Attorneys

Lowe’s Home Improvement 
– Opening Soon!

Tania Allen, Store Manager
7001 West 95th Street
Overland Park, KS 66212
(913) 648-6615
tania.allen@store.lowes.com
www.lowes.com
Home Improvements, Garden Centers, 
Retail

Murphy USA Express 
– Opening Soon!

Kriss Mills, District Manager
15881 Metcalf Avenue
Overland Park, KS 66223
(870) 312-4463
kriss.mills@murphyusa.com
www.murphyusa.com
Convenience Stores, Gas Station

New Frontier Technologies
Chad Schimke, Partner
9082 Bond Street
Overland Park, KS 66214
(913) 815-6750
sales@newfrontiertech.com
www.newfrontiertech.com
Information Systems, Computers - 
System Designers & Consultants

NightMark Consulting
Steven Davis, Owner
11184 Antioch Road, Suite 312
Overland Park, KS 66210
(913) 222-1001
sdavis@nightmark.net
www.nightmark.net
Telecommunications Consultants, 
Telecommunication Dealers & Services

People Ready
Michael Gist, Branch Manager-

Overland Park
9345 West 87th Street
Overland Park, KS 66212
(913) 652-0005
7383-br@peopleready.com
www.peopleready.com
Employment Contractors - Temporary 
Help, Employment Agencies & Services

The Sjokolade Bar-Fine 
Artisan Chocolates

Nadine Smith, Owner/Operator
Oak Park Mall
Overland Park, KS 66214
(619) 885-0172
nadines@thesjokoladebar.com
www.thesjokoladebar.com
Candy & Confectionery Retail, Retail

SLCKET
Joy Broils, Director of 

Community Relations
1712 Main Street, Suite 252
Kansas City, MO 64108
(913) 708-1476
joy@slcket.com
www.slcket.com
Technology, Information Systems

True Peace Financial 
Solutions, LLC

Alisa Meireis, Director of 
Marketing & Client Relations

7450 West 130th Street, Suite 215
Overland Park, KS 66213
(913) 681-2609
alisa@truepeacefinancial.com
www.truepeacefinancial.com
Investments, Retirement Planning 
Services

Unite Private Networks 
– 2018 EDC Investor!

Matthew Simmons, Regional 
Sales Director

7200 NW 86th Street, Suite M
Kansas City, MO 64153
(816) 903-9400
upnscreening@upnfiber.com
www.uniteprivatenetworks.com
Telecommunication Dealers and 
Services, Internet Services

WCA
Sadie Gardner, Outside Sales 

Representative
22820 South State Route 291 

Highway
Harrisonville, MO 64701
(816) 708-7173
sgardner@wcamerica.com
www.wcawaste.com
Trash Removal
Referred by Jill Grotzinger,  
The Arts & Recreation Foundation 
of Overland Park

zoom
Lukas Haselwood, Sr. Technical 

Support Manager
6601 College Boulevard, Suite 120
Overland Park, KS 66210
(888) 799-9666
neal.harnden@zoom.us
www.zoom.us
Video Conferencing Equipment & 
Services

http://www.doob3d.com
http://www.fhins.com
http://www.hairclubformen.com
http://www.thejkc.org
http://www.kneaders.com
http://www.lillianjamescreative.com
http://www.adamsgabbert.com
http://www.apmkc.com
http://www.midwest-health.com
http://www.AzuraCU.com
http://www.blueskyfertility.com
http://www.thebrightfamilylawcenter.com
http://www.lowes.com
http://www.murphyusa.com
http://www.newfrontiertech.com
http://www.nightmark.net
http://www.peopleready.com
http://www.thesjokoladebar.com
http://www.slcket.com
http://www.truepeacefinancial.com
http://www.uniteprivatenetworks.com
http://www.wcawaste.com
http://www.zoom.us
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RECENT EVENTS

hosted on May 9 by

Jason Little and Jenna Weis,  both 
with SERC Physical Therapy; Dr. 

Michael Cartwright, Cleveland 
University; Jeff Alderman, 

Accreditation Council for 
Business Schools and Programs.

Jeff Daniel, Lauren Robson 
and Marquis Queen, all 
with SLCKET. 

Melissa Hart, Jennifer 
Ade, Tania Allen and Ryan 
Trowbridge, all with Lowe’s 
Home Improvement. 

Michele Frumkin, KC Wine & Spirits; Meggie Snipes, 
AUREON; Kirk Reh, AdvoCare.

Click the advertisement below for details

http://www.okwu.edu
http://www.brookridgegf.com


REINVESTED MEMBERS / CHAMBER UPDATES

6      Business Perspective 

40-50 Years
Better Homes and Gardens Real 

Estate Kansas City Homes
UMB Bank n.a.

20-39 Years
API Broadcast Advertising
Copaken Brooks
Family Dental Pros
Forterra Pipe & Precast
Jalapenos Mexican Restaurant
Marge Roche and Associates
McDonald’s - 77th & Metcalf
Morgan Hunter
Overland Park Nursing and Rehab 

Center, Inc.
Shook, Hardy & Bacon L.L.P.

10-19 Years
A.L. Huber General Contractor
High Touch Technologies
CLK Multifamily Managment
Enterprise Center of Johnson 

County
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites 

Overland Park-West
Landworks, Inc.
Drs. Walker and Davenport-

Leawood Family Dental
MD Management
Mutual of Omaha
OptumRx
Park Meadows Senior Living
Staples, Inc.
Turner Construction
U. S. Engineering Company
Walmart-157th & Metcalf

5-9 Years
Capstone Insurance Agency
First Student
The Forum at Overland Park
K² Landscapes
Kansas City Regional Association of 

Realtors
Mazuma Credit Union
McCarthy Building Companies, Inc.
Nolan Real Estate
Object Technology Solutions Inc.
Retail Success
Scott Rice Office Works
UnitedHealthcare
Lane Management LLC

1-4 Years
Barsto Construction Inc.
FedEx Office Print and Ship 

Center-89th & Metcalf
FedEx Office Print and Ship 

Center-College & Metcalf
FedEx Office Print and Ship 

Center-135th Street
FedEx Office Ship Center-6600 

College
First Federal Bank of Kansas City
Fully Promoted Overland Park
Google Fiber
Rock & Brews, Overland Park
Scheels
Seeds of Hope, Inc.
Topgolf
Vince & Associates Clinical 

Research, Inc.

Member Renewals
We thank these companies for reinvesting in the Overland Park Chamber of Commerce in April 2018:

Leadership class studies regionalism and economic development
Last month the Leadership 
Overland Park (LOP) class 
focused on regionalism and 
economic development.
During Regionalism Day, a 
shared session with other 
Johnson County leadership 
classes, members heard from 
Joe Reardon, President and 
CEO of the Greater Kansas 
City Chamber, about regional 
initiatives including a pilot 
partnership with Google for a 
transportation platform. A 
panel of area mayors dis-
cussed issues of the region 
and class members heard 
presentations by leaders from 
Kansas City Area Develop-
ment Council, Downtown 
Council of Kansas City, 
Kansas City Area Transporta-
tion Authority, Kauffman 
Foundation and Visit KC.
During the Economic Devel-
opment session, class mem-
bers learned about the 
economic development 
process from Beth Johnson, 
the Chamber’s Senior Vice 

President of Economic Devel-
opment. They also heard 
from a variety of speakers 
involved in economic devel-
opment who offered different 
perspectives on areas such as 
talent attraction, tourism, 
small business resources, city 
planning and the importance 
of economic development to 
existing companies in Over-
land Park. 
The class enjoyed a guided 
VIP tour of the construction 
site of the Overland One 
office buildings that include 
the future headquarters of 
Creative Planning.

Top: Beth Johnson speaks about economic 
development efforts in Overland Park.

Above: LOP class members heard from a 
number of representatives from 
throughout the Kansas City region who 
addressed a variety of issues effecting our 
community

Left: LOP class members toured the 
Overland One development under 
construction at I-435 and Nall Avenue.
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RECENT EVENTS

Chamber President Tracey Osborne Oltjen presented new member plaques 
to some of our newest Chamber members at last month’s Wednesday 
Wake-up networking event. 
Receiving plaques were Beth Langdon, ACA Business Club KC; Jeff 
Alderman, Accreditation for Business Schools & Programs; Dr. 
Roger Anderson, Anderson Chiropractic Center; Barbie Benson, 
Azura Credit Union; Heather Tapp, Big Whiskey’s; Mary Anna Oma, 
Brookridge Day School; Becky Hundelt, Candlewood Suites Lenexa 
& Overland Park; Mike Hauser, DesignHaus Studio; Scott Hinderks and 
Bill Rowlen, Flury-Hinderks Insurance Agency; Lisa Lovejoy, Kneaders 
Bakery and Cafe; Katie Carr, Lillian James Creative; Tania Allen, Lowe’s 
Home Improvement; Taylor Williams, Rothwell Construction, Inc.; 
Nadine Smith, The Sjokolade Bar-Fine Artisan Chocolates; Joy Broils, 
Marquis Queen, Lauren Robson and Jeff Daniel, SLCKET; Jon Selisker, 
Summit Lawn and Landscape; and Sadie Gardner, WCA Waste.

A panel of Johnson County legislators presented final updates on the 2018 
Legislative Session at this year’s final legislative breakfast presented last 
month by the Johnson County Public Policy Council.

City Council President Jim Kite, Chamber President Tracey Osborne Oltjen 
and Chamber Diplomats helped Kneaders Bakery and Cafe celebrate a 
ribbon cutting for its grand opening at 12180 Blue Valley Parkway.
Kneaders is a family-style restaurant featuring artisan breads baked daily in 
Italian hearthstone ovens, delicious sandwiches, mouthwatering European 
pastries, hearty soups and refreshing salads. For more information:  
(913) 624-3920 or www.kneaders.com.

City Council President Jim Kite, Chamber EDC Director of Recruitment & 
Retention Tim Holverson and Chamber Diplomats helped owners Renee 
Washburn and Sheila Commodore and their team celebrate a ribbon cutting 
for The Lash Lounge Overland Park, 6435 West 135th Street.
The Lash Lounge is an upscale eyelash salon specializing in volume eyelash 
extensions, eyebrow extensions, tinting, threading, and more.
For more information: (913) 270-0710 or www.thelashlounge.com. 

City Councilmember Paul Lyons, Chamber Vice President Beth Johnson and 
Chamber Diplomats helped owners Mike & Wendy Hauser and their team 
celebrate their new space for DesignHaus Studio, 7905 Santa Fe Drive in 
Downtown Overland Park. DesignHaus is a creative studio with a focus on 
building brands through graphic and interior design. For more information: 
(913) 296-8029 or www.designhaus-studio.com.

Chamber to provide resources  
for 2018 fall elections

The Overland Park Chamber 
and the Johnson County 
Public Policy Council (JCP-
PC)  is gearing up for the 
primary election on August 7 
and the general election on 
November 6.
The Chamber will be releas-
ing its 2018 Voting Record, 

which summarizes how 
Johnson County legislators 
voted on important business 
issues related to the Cham-
ber’s legislative agenda.
JCPPC will be hosting a series 
of candidate forums, which 
you’ll be able to learn about 
at www.votejoco.com.

http://www.kneaders.com
http://www.thelashlounge.com
http://www.designhaus-studio.com
http://www.votejoco.com
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hosted on April 26 by

Erin Seager, Office Evolution; Maryann Nzioki, 
TownePlace Suites by Marriott; Joe Lillian, Servpro 
Leawood/Overland Park.

Edson Ludwig tells about his restaurant, Porto Do Sul 
Brazilian Steakhouse.

Leo Buse, True North Hotel Group; Racheal Leonard, 
SG360; David Freisner, Fortune Financial Advisors.

Chris Curtis, Candlewood 
Suites-Overland Park; Bob 
Young, ACA Business Club.

Joy Broils tells about her company, 
SLCKET.

Melissa Hart, Jennifer 
Ade, Ryan Trowbridge 
and Tania Allen, all 
with Lowe’s Home 
Improvement; 
Kat Salvo, Morgan 
Hunter.

Chasity Robinson Mwangi and Howard 
Turley, Morningside Place Alzheimer’s 
& Memory Support.

Member 
Orientation

Earl Major; Joanne Hendershot, Renewal by Andersen; 
Mike Selck, Grantham University.

2018 Series Sponsor

http://www.portodosul.com
http://www.grantham.edu
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SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT / RECENT EVENTS 

City Councilmember Paul Lyons, Chamber EDC Director of Recruitment 
& Expansion Tim Holverson and Chamber Diplomats helped owner 
Nadine Smith celebrate a ribbon cutting for Sjokolade Bar-Fine Artisan 
Chocolates and Dessert Bar in Oak Park Mall. Nadine is a graduate 
of the Ecole chocolatier program. Sjokoade offers cakes, pies, ice cream, 
crepes, specialty items and caters special events. For more information: 
www.thesjokoladebar.com.

City Council President Jim Kite, Chamber EDC Director of Recruitment 
& Retention Tim Holverson and Chamber Diplomats helped owner Chris 
Crum and his team celebrate a ribbon cutting for the newly expanded 
Online Trading Academy, 7501 College Boulevard. The new facility 
includes state-of-the-art technology and a large open gathering space.
For more information: (913) 956-7050 or www.tradingacademy.com.

State senators John Skubal and Dinah Sykes, City Council President Jim Kite, 
Chamber EDC Director of Recruitment & Retention Tim Holverson and 
Chamber Diplomats helped owners Bud, Chip & Mary Tollie celebrate a 
ribbon cutting for the opening of Pilgrim Coffee Company, 12643 Metcalf 
Avenue. For more information: (913) 258-5415 or  
www.pilgrimcoffeecompany.com.

Partner 
Spotlight:

Shawnee Mission Health’s newest location in south 
Overland Park brings the same high-quality, convenient 
health care SMH is known for to southeastern Johnson 
County. 

In addition to the emergency department, laboratory and 
imaging center on campus, the medical office building 
features Shawnee Mission Internal Medicine & Pediatrics, 
PT Solutions physical therapy, dermatology, cardiology and 
endocrinology services, as well as a dedicated Women’s 
Imaging Center. 

At SMH-Overland Park, the interior design was focused 
around making guests feel welcome while on campus. 
Examples of this can be seen in the primary care space 
where the office combines modern style and genuine 
hospitality. Each high-tech exam room has been 
thoughtfully designed to promote conversation with the 
doctor in a comfortable, private setting. The artwork in 
both facilities is inspired by the beautiful Kansas City 
landmarks, all of which were created by local artists. The 
goal is that all who visit the campus will come to 
appreciate SMH’s dedication to providing Much more than 
medicine.

SMH is also extending its commitment to the health and 
well-being of the community for southeastern Johnson 
County residents through a variety of partnerships 
including Deanna Rose Farmstead, Blue Valley Educational 
Foundation, The Arboretum and Consentino’s Market in 
BluHawk, along with several others. 

In addition to the south Overland Park campus, the SMH 
network includes the Shawnee Mission Medical Center 
campus in Merriam, SMH-Prairie Star campus in Lenexa, 
four Centra Care Shawnee Mission Urgent Care locations, 
along with physician practices throughout Johnson and 
Leavenworth Counties. 

Visit www.ShawneeMission.org for more information. 

http://www.thesjokoladebar.com
http://www.tradingacademy.com
http://www.pilgrimcoffeecompany.com
http://www.shawneemission.org
http://www.ShawneeMission.org


City Council President Jim Kite, Chamber EDC Director of Recruitment 
& Retention Tim Holverson and Chamber Diplomats helped owners Josh 
Bitterman and Rob George and General Manager Nicole Salmeto and their 
team celebrate a ribbon cutting for Goldfish Swim School-Overland 
Park, 7541 West 119th Street. For more information: (913) 369-7946 or 
www.goldfishswimschool.com/overlandpark.

City Council Member Fred Spears, Chamber EDC Director of Recruitment 
& Retention Tim Holverson and Chamber Diplomats helped John Geiger, 
Market President; Gary Yager, President & CEO; and their team celebrate a 
ribbon cutting for the opening of Vision Bank, 11120 West 135th Street.
For more information: (913) 602-8324 or www.visionbanking.com.

City Council President Jim Kite, Chamber Past Chairman Michael Tracy and 
Chamber Diplomats helped Catholic Charities of Northeast Kansas’ 
Kelly Kearney and his team celebrate a ribbon cutting for the new TurnStyles 
Thrift Store, 11310 West 135th Street. For more information: (913) 909-
2485 or click here.

CHAMBER NEWS / RECENT EVENTS

6      Business Perspective 

The business professionals who volunteer as Chamber 
Diplomats play a key role in welcoming, engaging, and 
expanding relationships within the Chamber and they also 
help recruit new members. Involvement in this committee 
provides an opportunity to develop relationships and build 
your network through a smaller group and share information 
important to your industry.
If you are interested in getting further involved, contact 
Stacey Cowan, Director of Membership, at (913) 766-7604 or 
scowan@opchamber.org.
Thank you to our current Diplomats:
•	Toni Anderson, Security Bank of Kansas City
•	Michele Antonopoulos, Villa Medici
•	Jason Bahnson, Heartland Payment Systems
•	Laura Blatter, Deanna Rose Children’s Farmstead
•	John Burrows, Mid-America Orthopedics Kansas City
•	Joy Broils, SLCKET
•	Dustin Carroll, Insperity
•	Dr. Michael Cartwright, Cleveland University-Kansas City
•	Sidra Connell, Jason’s Deli
•	Dawn Crouch, Oliver Insurance Agency Inc.
•	Chris Curtis, Candlewood Suites-Overland Park
•	Sean Durkee, Profile by Sanford
•	Jim Edwards, Nothing Bundt Cakes Overland Park
•	Rebekah Fosbinder, Little Sunshine’s Playhouse & Preschool
•	David Freisner, Fortune Financial Advisors, LLC
•	Jill Grotzinger, The Arts and Recreation Foundation of Overland Park
•	Sandi Harkins, Agenda: USA
•	Randy Harris, Chick-fil-A 135th & 69 Hwy
•	Joe Lillian, Servpro of Leawood/Overland Park 
•	Jess Lohrey, Capstone Insurance Agency
•	Matt Maciel, Matt Maciel Financial
•	Jason Perez, Edward Jones
•	Julie Rathjen, Rose Estates Assisted Living Community
•	Trish Reedy, PrimeLending
•	Kirk & Teresa Reh, AdvoCare
•	Michael Ryan, Forerunner Signs & Graphics
•	Erin Seager, Office Evolution
•	Cindy Shelton, Nifty Promotions
•	Debbie Sherrer, Creative Planning Benefits, LLC
•	Meggie Snipes, AUREON
•	Kate Sweeten, Downtown Overland Park Partnership, Inc.
•	Amie Walter, American Cancer Society

Chamber Diplomat volunteers 
help welcome new businesses

http://www.goldfishswimschool.com/overlandpark
http://www.visionbanking.com
https://catholiccharitiesks.org/turnstyles/
mailto:scowan%40opchamber.org?subject=Chamber%20Diplomats


ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
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Overland Park Retail Sales
February 2018

Building Permits in Overland Park
New 

Commercial
Institutional, 

Schools
Other 

Commercial
Totals

April 2018 2 0 42 44

Square Feet 26,553 N/A 18,400 44,953

Value $2,305,605 $0 $14,598,489 $16,904,094

– City of Overland Park

Unemployment
Mar. 2018 Mar. 2017

Overland Park 2.8% 3.1%

Johnson County 2.9% 3.1%

Kansas City Metro MSA 3.6% 4.2%

State of Kansas 3.4% 4.2%

(These percentages are not seasonally adjusted)
– Kansas Labor Information Center (KLIC)

As part of the Forward OP initiative, more than 230 community members 
came back together in a series of ten community conversations to continue 
the conversation that began in January about the future of Overland Park. 
Participants rated and commented on draft vision and goals based upon 
the ideas generated at the Imagine Tomorrow Workshop. The draft goals 
focused on four major initiative areas: “Connecting our People,” “Caring 
for our People,” “Strengthening our Quality of Place,” and “Enhancing our 
Economy.”

The annual Overland Park 
Civic Band summertime 
performances on Sunday 
evenings begin at 7 p.m. on 
June 3 at Santa Fe Com-
mons. The band plays each 
Sunday evening through July 
1 at the community park.
Tickets and sponsorships are 
available for Stems, a lovely 
garden party and the premier 
networking event in Johnson 
County held on June 23 in 
the Overland Park Arbore-
tum & Botanical Gardens. 
Proceeds from the event 
ensure that The Arts & 
Recreation Foundation of 
Overland Park can continue 
to support and develop 
Deanna Rose Children’s 
Farmstead, the Overland 
Park Arboretum & Botanical 
Gardens, and city art installa-
tions. 
Shafer, Kline & Warren 
Inc., has been acquired by 
McClure Engineering Co., of 
Clive, Ia.
Johnson County Govern-
ment’s latest community 

satisfaction survey shows 
residents continue to have a 
very high satisfaction level 
with their quality of life.
Charlie’s Car Wash is the 
new name of the former 
Green Lantern Car Wash.
The Johnson County 
Museum is now a Blue Star 
Museum welcoming active 
duty service members and 
their families with free 
admission Memorial Day 
through Labor Day.
The University of Saint 
Mary will offer the only 
Master of Science in Nursing 
Family Nurse Practitioner 
specialty track in Kansas with 
classes starting in August.
Kansas State Olathe is 
offering three STEM-based 
summer camps for middle 
school students this summer.
St. Joseph Medical Center 
recently invested in the 
NAVIO Surgical System, a 
cutting-edge platform that 
provides robotic assistance in 

Member News & Events

At last month’s Economic Development Council Investors Lunch, a three-
year update on KC Rising was presented by KC Rising Co-Chair Sandy Price. 
KC Rising is the Kansas City region’s 20-year plan to accelerate economic 
growth and stay competitive as a region in output, income, and quality jobs. 
KC Rising’s mission is to be in the Top 10 of peer metros in quality jobs, 
gross metropolitan output and median household income.
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Thank you to our 
2018 Sponsors!

Affinis Corp
American Century Investments

Corporate Woods
Edward Jones

First National Bank
JE Dunn Construction Company

Johnson County  
Community College

Kansas City Power & Light
Kansas Gas Service

Saint Luke’s Health System
The University of Kansas 

Edwards Campus

Leadership Circle Sponsors
AdamsGabbert 

Fortune Financial Advisors, LLC
OMNI Human Resource 

Management

To add your name to this list each month, 
contact Tracey Osborne Oltjen  

at (913) 491-3600 or  
tosborne@opchamber.org.

Corporate Partners

Corporate Sponsors

9001 West 110th Street, Suite 150
Overland Park, Kansas 66210
(913) 491-3600  •  www.opchamber.org

knee replacement surgery, making it the 
first and only facility in Kansas City to 
have the half-a-million-dollar system.
The University of Kansas has signed 
an agreement with Metropolitan 
Community College that reduces 
financial and time commitment barriers 
community college students face in 
completing their education at a four-
year institution. 
The Builders’ Association presented 
safety excellence awards to contractor 
members including these Overland Park 
Chamber members: McCarthy Build-
ing Companies, Inc.; A.L. Huber, 
Inc.; U.S. Engineering Company; and 
HNTB Corp. 
Recipients of the Healthgrades 2018 
Patient Safety Excellence Award™ 
include Menorah Medical Center, 
Saint Luke’s South Hospital and St. 
Joseph Medical Center. The designa-
tion recognizes superior performance 
of hospitals that have prevented the 
occurrence of serious, potentially 
avoidable complications for patients 
during hospital stays. The Healthgrades 
Outstanding Patient Experience 

Award™ recognizing hospitals that 
provide an overall outstanding patient 
experience named these Chamber 
members: Shawnee Mission Medical 
Center and The University of Kansas 
Health System.
Prime Healthcare named Steven D. 
Wilkinson, FACHE, as CEO for the 
Kansas City region which includes St. 
Joseph Medical Center. Wilkinson 
served as 2005 Chairman of the Over-
land Park Chamber. 
Julie Rathjen is the new community 
relations coordinator for Tutera Senior 
Living & Healthcare.  
Brad Drees has joined Block Real 
Estate Services as the new general 
manager of Corporate Woods. 
OMNI Human Resource Manage-
ment announced these new staff 
additions: Scott McTague as Senior 
Consultant and Professional Develop-
ment Practice Leader; Hilary Harvey as 
Search Consultant; and Sarah Floodberg 
as Employee Services Consultant.

To submit company news, click here.

Member News & Events

http://www.affinis.us
http://www.americancentury.com
http://www.corporatewoods.com
http://www.edwardjones.com
http://www.fnbk.com
http://www.jedunn.com
http://www.jccc.edu
http://www.jccc.edu
http://www.kcpl.com
http://www.kansasgasservice.com
http://www.saintlukeshealthsystem.org
http://www.edwardscampus.ku.edu
http://www.edwardscampus.ku.edu
mailto:tosborne%40opchamber.org?subject=Corporate%20sponsorships
http://www.shawneemission.org
http://www.centralbank.net
http://www.empower-retirement.com
http://www.hcamidwest.org
http://www.sprint.com
http://www.bv.com
http://cca.opchamber.org/newslisting.aspx

