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What’s the problem?

In the past two decades, Australia’s Chinese-language media landscape has undergone fundamental
changes that have come at a cost to quality, freedom of speech, privacy and community representation.
The diversity of Australia’s Chinese communities, which often trace their roots to Hong Kong,
Southeast Asia and Taiwan as well as the People’s Republic of China, isn’t well reflected in the

media sector.

Persistent efforts by the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) to engage with and influence Chinese-
language media in Australia far outmatch the Australian Government’s work in the same space.

A handful of outlets generally offer high-quality coverage of a range of issues. However, CCP influence
affects all media. It targets individual outlets while also manipulating market incentives through
advertising, coercion and WeChat. Four of the 24 Australian media companies studied in this report
show evidence of CCP ownership or financial support.

WeChat, a Chinese social media app created by Tencent, may be driving the most substantial and
harmful changes ever observed in Australia’s Chinese-language media sector. On the one hand, the
app is particularly important to Chinese Australians and helps people stay connected to friends and
family in China. It’s used by as many as 3 million users in Australia for a range of purposes including
instant messaging.! It’s also the most popular platform used by Chinese Australians to access news.?
However, WeChat raises concerns because of its record of censorship, information control and
surveillance, which align with Beijing’s objectives. Media outlets on WeChat face tight restrictions that
facilitate CCP influence by pushing the vast majority of news accounts targeting Australian audiences
to register in China. Networks and information sharing within the app are opaque, contributing to the

spread of disinformation.

Australian regulations are still evolving to meet the challenges identified in this report, which often
mirror problems in the media industry more generally. They haven’t introduced sufficient transparency
to the Chinese-language media sector and influence from the CCP. Few Australian Government policies
effectively support Chinese-language media and balance or restrict CCP influence in it.




What’s the solution?

The Australian Government should protect Chinese-language media from foreign interference

while introducing measures to support the growth of an independent and professional media sector.
WeChat is a serious challenge to the health of the sector and to free and open public discourse in
Chinese communities, and addressing it must be a core part of the solution.

The government should encourage the establishment and growth of independent media. It should
consider expanding Chinese-language services through the ABC and SBS, while also reviewing conflicts
of interest and foreign interference risks in each. Greater funding should be allocated to multicultural
media, including for the creation of scholarships and training programs for Chinese-language
journalists and editors. The government should subsidise syndication from professional, non-CCP-
controlled media outlets.

On WeChat, the government should hold all social media companies to the same set of rules,
standards and norms, regardless of their country of origin or ownership. As it does with platforms such
as Facebook and Twitter, the government should increase engagement with WeChat through relevant
bodies such as the Department of Home Affairs, the Australian Cyber Security Centre, the Office of

the Australian Information Commissioner, the Australian Communications and Media Authority, the
eSafety Commissioner, the Australian Electoral Commission and the Department of Infrastructure,
Transport, Regional Development and Communications. The aim should be to ensure that WeChat

is taking clear and measurable steps in 2021 to address concerns and meet the same sets of rules,
standards and norms that US social media platforms are held to. This effort should be done in tandem
with outreach to like-minded countries. If companies refuse to meet those standards, they shouldn’t
be allowed to operate in Australia.’

The government should explore ways to amend or improve the enforcement of legislation such as the
Broadcasting Services Act 1995 and the Foreign Influence Transparency Scheme Act 2018 to increase the
transparency of foreign ownership of media in any language, regardless of platform.
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Introduction

Australia’s Chinese-language media sector is an important part of our democracy, yet its contours and
its challenges are poorly understood.* Australia is home to large and diverse Chinese communities.
According to the 2016 Census, nearly 600,000 Australians spoke Mandarin at home, and more than
280,000 spoke Cantonese.” Only a minority of Australians with Chinese heritage were born in mainland
China—many were born in Australia, Taiwan, Hong Kong or Southeast Asia.® However, individuals born
in mainland China are probably the largest group of WeChat users. Migration from mainland China

is likely to remain high, and Australia has been home to large numbers of visiting Chinese students
and businesspeople.

It’s been claimed that most Chinese-language media in Australia are controlled or influenced by
Beijing.” While that’s broadly accurate, past research hasn’t systematically examined the extent and
mechanisms of CCP influence over Australian media.? In particular, the pervasive effects of WeChat
on the Chinese media sector haven’t been widely appreciated. Our research identified no significant
influence in Australian Chinese-language media from governments other than China’s.

Growing concerns about the lack of Chinese-Australian representation in Australian politics,

CCP interference in Australia and Australia-China relations highlight the need for policymakers

to understand the Chinese-language media environment. For example, Australian politicians and
scholars have questioned WeChat’s role in elections, called out disinformation on the app and
complained about the past absence of relevant security advice from the government.? Marginal seats
such as Chisholm and Reid have large Chinese communities, among which Chinese-language media,
particularly through WeChat, have been an important factor in some elections.*




Project scope and limitations

This report is based on detailed research into 24 Chinese-language media organisations operating in

Australia, analysis of their coverage of events, and investigations into CCP efforts to influence media

(see the appendix for detail on each outlet). The 24 companies cover a broad spectrum of political

alignments and include the major mastheads in capital cities, the most popular WeChat accounts and

leading news websites. TV and radio weren’t a focus of this study.

There are significant hurdles to studying Chinese-language media in Australia:

The ownership of some media outlets is unclear.**

Reach is difficult to measure accurately. Circulation figures for newspapers aren’t audited and are
often highly inaccurate, with few exceptions. WeChat follower data isn’t public and, as with most
social media, public page-view data doesn’t distinguish between users’ locations (meaning that
page views could be inflated by users outside of Australia).

Many outlets publish different content on WeChat compared to other platforms, making it more
difficult to analyse and compare content.

The closed-off nature of chat groups on WeChat, like closed Facebook groups, makes it hard to track
the dissemination of information through chat groups as opposed to official accounts.

Some outlets appear to republish content without attribution, making it difficult to determine the
extent of original content creation and sources for republished content. In general, original content
creation, and original reporting in particular, are rare. Many outlets primarily translate content from
English-language media—sometimes introducing censorship in the process—or repackage articles
from other Chinese-language outlets, including from CCP-owned media.

Content analysis was difficult to carry out within this project’s time and resourcing constraints.

Some Chinese-language media outlets may have downsized because of the Covid-19 pandemic,
which shrank the newspaper market and halted Chinese migration to Australia. The recovery from
the pandemic is likely to accelerate change in the media environment by forcing outlets to downsize
or shut down and increasing the importance of online media.'?

Travel restrictions and precautions introduced in response to the Covid-19 pandemic limited our
ability to carry out field work and interviews for this project.

In advance of publication we contacted some media outlets listed in this report to confirm details

and seek their comments. The authors are grateful to those outlets that responded and provided

information in advance of publication. ASPI would be pleased to receive further comments from media

outlets and the report’s wider readership and we will address any matters arising on the publication’s

online page.
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The situation in Australia

The CCP’s persistent efforts to influence Australian Chinese-language media, in combination with the
rise of social media and changes in Australia’s Chinese communities, have fundamentally changed
the sector. In the 1980s, three of the largest Chinese-language newspapers were owned and operated
by Chinese-speaking migrants from regions such as Taiwan and Hong Kong, rather than the People’s
Republic of China (PRC).:* They represented diverse and critical views, and after the 1989 Tiananmen
massacre helped students gather support for their campaign to be allowed to settle in Australia.*

Today, the sector is dominated by media outlets that are friendly towards the CCP, are active on
WeChat, are run by migrants from mainland China and produce content in simplified Chinese
characters. Such outlets started to emerge in the early 1990s and have mushroomed since early
2000s. This has been driven in part by incentives from and coercion by the CCP, which offers support
to some outlets and may have covertly set up media companies in Australia while threatening

the advertising revenue of outlets critical of the Chinese party-state. Older outlets have in many

cases developed strong relationships with the CCP and shifted to using more content from Chinese
state media.’®

WeChat has accelerated the growth of CCP-aligned media. Its account registration restrictions and
unclear censorship process have discouraged political content, contributing to a lack of political
awareness among Chinese communities and leaving them vulnerable to manipulation.!” The platform
encourages media to register their accounts in China rather than through the app’s international
version, which limits outlets to just four posts a month, making them subject to greater controls

and censorship.

Theincrease in Chinese student numbers, in particular, appears to have expanded the market for
WeChat-based outlets that focus on viral, sensational and occasionally nationalistic content. Those
outlets often identify themselves as marketing agencies rather than media companies and have low
professional media standards. Many of them were established recently and have few overt ties to
the CCP, but they avoid crossing ‘political red lines’ set by Beijing and exploit nationalistic sentiment
for views.'®

CCP-aligned media in Australia have been involved in a range of concerning activity, including
suspected political interference. That reflects the broad scope of ‘united front” work, which includes
promoting Chinese culture, facilitating espionage, encouraging technology transfer and carrying out
political mobilisation. Executives from half of the 24 media groups studied in this report, including
many of the country’s most influential outlets, have been or are members of united front groups such
as the Australian Council for the Promotion of Peaceful Reunification of China (ACPPRC).

In 2018, the united front system’s role in overseas propaganda work was strengthened when the
Overseas Chinese Affairs Office (OCAO), which is a specialised agency for united front work in Chinese
diaspora communities (referred to as ‘overseas Chinese’ by the CCP), was subsumed into the UFWD.
That move placed the OCAQ’s China News Service (CNS, S EIFTIEIL), the country’s second largest
news agency and the primary state media outlet targeting overseas Chinese audiences, directly under
the UFWD.*°




While CNS isn’t as well known as its Propaganda Department counterparts, it actively seeks to
influence Chinese-language media in Australia. Every two years, CNS brings hundreds of overseas
Chinese media representatives to its Global Chinese Language Media Forum (GCLMF, R4S &
$EICIR), where attendees listen to talks on CCP policy, promote the party’s narratives and discuss
collaboration with CNS. Since 2006, CNS has held 20 training seminars for overseas Chinese-language
media executives, including many from Australia. In 2009, it established the Global Chinese Media
Cooperation Union (IHFRIESEESEEXER), which includes at least 13 Australian media outlets.?
Members of the union are given access to a content-sharing platform so they can freely syndicate CNS
reports as well as articles uploaded by other members.

With dual roles as journalists and united front officials, CNS personnel in Australia seek to build
relationships with local media outlets and united front networks. Their reporting offers consistent
coverage and promotion of united front groups.?? In February 2017, CNS organised a roundtable
between Australian Chinese-language media and a deputy head of the OCAQ.> CNS officials frequently
work with the agency’s foreign correspondents to build partnerships with overseas media outlets.?*

Covert united front work is harder to identify by its very nature, but CNS has a history of covert efforts,
and this report identifies some Australian examples.

There are at least two previously known indications of covert work by CNS. A 2018 Hoover Institution
report claimed that the US’s Asian Culture and Media Group (YIS EE R EEH), which commands an
expansive Chinese-language media portfolio, was covertly set up and funded by the OCAO and CNS in
1990 in response to the negative coverage brought about by the Tiananmen massacre.?® In June 2020,
Australian authorities searched the home of CNS’s Australian bureau chief, Tao Shelan (F8fL=), as part
of a foreign interference investigation related to former NSW political staffer John Zhang (5K &#%).%°

CNS condemned the raid in a statement and denied that its staff had been involved in illegal activity.?’

This report details evidence that two Australian media outlets—Australia Pacific Media Group and
Nan Hai Culture and Media Group—are supported by CNS or the UFWD (see the case study and the
appendix to the report). Both companies have a large reach and have been active in united front
networks and encouraging pro-CCP political mobilisation. The owners of both companies separately
own stakes in joint ventures with subsidiaries of CNS or the UFWD. The joint ventures may have been
established to fund Australian media, such as through valuable property holdings that could generate
rent and provide office space to media. Both media groups have content-sharing agreements and
partnerships with CNS. Their WeChat accounts are registered to a CNS subsidiary in Beijing. Pacific
Media’s editor-in-chief, who criticised the Australian Government’s counter-foreign-interference efforts
as ‘doubting the loyalty and belongingness of the Chinese community’, may have held positions as a
board member and general manager in a CNS subsidiary up until December 2016.2 Nan Hai’s founder
and owner was previously an executive at a newspaper owned by Asian Culture and Media Group,

which is a US media company established by CNS.?°

The kinds of CCP media influence work observed in Australia can be seen across much of the globe.
Previous research by ASPI’s International Cyber Policy Centre identified 26 WeChat accounts that were
registered to a CNS subsidiary targeting audiences in Australia, New Zealand, Russia, Japan, Europe,
Brazil and North America.*° CNS has developed news apps targeting those regions, as well as the
Pacific and Central Asia.®! The CNS subsidiary that has a joint venture with Nan Hai’s owner is also
linked to companies in Brazil, France and New York (see Nan Hai case study, page 22).
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United front work and propaganda: influencing
people to influence content

The CCP has long sought to control and manipulate overseas media coverage of itself and China,
particularly in ethnic Chinese communities. From its inception, the party has seen winning allies and
building a united front as vital to its survival and success.*” Creating a sympathetic international media
environment is critical to winning friends, marginalising enemies and controlling perceptions of China
and the CCP.

In the words of a senior united front official in 2015, China must ‘concentrate its advantages and carve
out a bloody path through the West’s [media] monopoly and public opinion hegemony’.>* Breaking
through perceived Western dominance to control coverage of and public opinion about China is a
major component of the CCP’s ‘Grand Overseas Propaganda Campaign’, which was first promoted by
the administration of President Hu Jintao and Premier Wen Jiabao.?* According to an internal party
document circulated in the early years of Xi Jinping’s leadership, the CCP won’t accept media in China
as ‘society’s public instrument’ or the ‘fourth estate’; media in China must always be subject to strict
party discipline.®

Over the past decade, CCP media workers have been directed to improve the way they deliver the
party’s message by emphasising both China’s economic hard power and Chinese cultural soft power.®
In August 2013, Xi Jinping urged his colleagues to ‘tell China’s story well and transmit China’s voice
effectively’.*" His remarks have since become a key directive in CCP propaganda work.*® In 2017, the
policy was written into the party’s report to the 19th National Congress.* The following year, major
state-owned media organs were amalgamated into the ‘Voice of China’ ((PE 2 &, also known as China
Media Group PRI IEEBIEA) to further centralise propaganda work.*°

In 2019, Xi Jinping emphasised that an important task for the party was ‘guiding people to a more
comprehensive and objective understanding of contemporary China’* The CCP has proactively
expanded its media influence overseas by establishing more external propaganda outlets to make
China’s voice heard. This has involved using both modern methods, such as social media, and
traditional methods, such as newspapers, radio and television.*?

One traditional method has been China Radio International (CRI), which is a state-owned radio
broadcaster used to promote CCP-produced content in 44 languages to nearly 70 affiliate radio
stations globally.*® CRI has had strong partnerships with several overseas businessmen, such as
Australia’s Tommy Jiang, whose stations broadcast CR/ content in countries such as Finland,
the US, Hungary and Nepal *

While prominent Chinese media outlets such as Xinhua, CRI and China Daily are subordinate to
the Propaganda Department, the united front system is a central but overlooked player in the
CCP’s overseas propaganda work.* Arguably, it has the greatest role in influencing Australian
Chinese-language media, particularly through CNS, its media wing.

The united front system’s approach to engagement with media, which could be described as
‘influencing people to influence content’, differs from the Propaganda Department’s approach in
important ways. In broad terms, united front work seeks to guide and expand networks of influential




individuals and groups whose efforts are aligned with the CCP’s objectives. When applied to media,
united front work focuses on building relationships with publishers, editors and journalists from
friendly overseas Chinese-language media outlets. Those ties help the CCP launder its narratives
through media that isn’t overtly affiliated with it by partnering with overseas outlets, encouraging them
to promote CCP policies and messages, and covertly supporting them in some cases. Media targeted
by united front work can eventually take a role in other aspects of that work, including political
influence and intelligence gathering.

Rather than being wedded to particular platforms (in contrast to CR/, which focuses on radio), the
united front system has quickly adapted to new forms of media such as WeChat. At the 2015 Central
United Front Work Conference, Xi Jinping instructed united front officials to ‘strengthen and improve
work on representative individuals from new media’.*® In November 2019, the UFWD and the Office of
the Central Cyberspace Affairs Commission held an ‘online figures united front work meeting’ attended
by party officials from across the country.*” According to the UFWD, united front work on new media
and online figures seeks to provide ‘ideological and political leadership’, organise representative
bodies through which work can be carried out, and encourage the responsible guidance of

public opinion.*®

More and more Australian ‘new media figures’ are engaging with the united front system, but the
party’s efforts in this space have much ground to cover. For example, we found few examples of
engagement between the CCP and Auwe News, New Impressions Media and Melbourne WelLife Media,
which each run accounts in the top 10 most popular WeChat accounts. Nonetheless, there are many
other popular WeChat outlets closely engaged with the CCP, such as WeSydney, demonstrating that the
CCP is effectively capitalising on these new platforms.

Table 1 lists the main Chinese-language media organisations active in Australia’s capital cities.
The appendix to this report includes profiles of the organisations.
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Table 1: Major media organisations and outlets in capital cities

Organisation | Geographical Main Evidence Known Attended WeChat Known
reach / focus platforms of CCP state media | united account involvement
funding or partnership = frontmedia @ registered in united
ownership forum in China front groups
1688 Media National Website, No No Yes Yes No
Group WeChat,
newspapers
ABC Chinese National Website No No Yes Yes No
ABC World National WeChat No No Yes Yes Yes
(unrelated to
the Australian
Broadcasting
Corporation)
ACB News National Website, No Yes Yes Yes Yes
WeChat
Australian National Website, No Yes Yes n.a. No
Chinese Daily newspaper
Australian Adelaide, Newspapers, No Yes Yes Yes Yes
Chinese Canberra WeChat
Newspaper
Group
Australia Melbourne Newspapers Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Pacific Media (Pacific Daily,
Group Pacific Times),
WeChat,
website
(au123.com)
Australian Red | National WeChat No No Yes Yes No
Scarf
Auwe News National WeChat, No No No Yes No
website
CBRLife Canberra Magazine, No No No Yes No
WeChat
ChinaNet Perth Website, No Yes Yes Yes Yes
magazine
Chinese News Tasmania Newspaper, No Yes Yes Yes Yes
Tasmania WeChat
Epoch Times National Newspapers, No No No n.a. No
website
Media Today National Websites No No Yes Yes Yes
Group (Sydney Today,
Melbourne
Today etc),
WeChat
Melbourne Melbourne WeChat No No No Yes No
Welife
Nan Hai Sydney WeChat Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Culture and (WeSydney),
Media Group magazines
New Sydney WeChat, Weibo | No No No Yes No
Impressions

Media




Organisation | Geographical Main Evidence Known Attended WeChat Known
reach / focus platforms of CCP state media | united account involvement
funding or partnership | frontmedia | registered in united
ownership forum in China front groups
Ostarand National Radio, Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Global CAMG newspapers,
WeChat
SBS Mandarin National Websites, No Yes Yes No No
and Cantonese WeChat
Southeast Net National Website, Yes Yes No Yes Yes
WeChat
Sydney Post NSW, Website, No No No Yes No
Victoria and WeChat
Queensland
TasChinese Tasmania Newspaper, No No Yes Yes Yes
Media WeChat
VAC Queensland Newspaper, No Yes Yes Yes Yes
International radio, WeChat
Media Group
Vision Times National Newspaper, No No No n.a. No
Media website
Australia

n.a.=notapplicable.
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Channels for CCP influence

CCP influence over Chinese-language media in Australia is widespread and complex. Few outlets are
directly controlled by the CCP, but none are insulated from the party’s ability to manipulate incentives,
leverage WeChat and use coercive pressure. Only two outlets—Vision Times Media and the Falun
Gong-linked Epoch Times—have none of the five kinds of connections to China and the CCP identified
in Table 1. With those tools, the CCP has influenced the media environment itself, creating a playing
field that’s distorted in its favour.

The CCP’s channels for influencing media are often integrated with its broader united front work and
political influence efforts. Importantly, our research has found that united front ties are common
among individuals who control media companies and are a key marker of CCP influence over the
media environment. Influenced outlets feed into a cycle that promotes and amplifies pro-CCP
messages, groups and individuals while shutting out dissenting figures.*?

Ten enabling factors for CCP influence over Chinese-language media in Australia are described below.
The descriptions draw on examples from the profiles of outlets contained in the appendix.

WeChat

The PRC’s ability to censor and monitor WeChat is perhaps the single most effective and concerning
factorin the CCP’s influence over Chinese-language media in Australia. WeChat has approximately
690,000 daily active users in Australia, according to WeChat’s September 2020 submission to the Select
Committee on Foreign Interference through Social Media.”® However, Australia-based users of WeChat
who downloaded the app in China might not be included in that count, and other reports have claimed
that WeChat has more than 3 million users in Australia.” Sydney Today, which was ranked Australia’s
most popular WeChat account in 2019, claimed to have 670,000 followers (some of whom might not be
in Australia).>?

The app’s widespread use among Chinese-speaking Australians has made it the most important
medium for Chinese news in the country. This has driven an explosion in WeChat-based media outlets
that often target an audience of young Chinese-Australians and Chinese international students.

WeChat has two versions that the company describes as ‘sister apps'—Weixin (/) for mainland
Chinese users and WeChat for international users.>* Weixin is governed by PRC law, is subject to more
censorship and includes more functions that allow it to be used for ordering food, making payments
and ridesharing, for example. However, the two versions are interoperable. WeChat users can
communicate with Weixin users and access content produced by Weixin news accounts and vice versa.

Several features of WeChat enable influence and censorship from the PRC. Individuals such as
international students who download Weixin in China but continue to use it in Australia will still

face censorship as if they were in the PRC. Messages between users, including images, URLs and
documents, can be censored by the platform. Posts by public accounts are censored on the basis of

topic and keywords such as June 4’ (the date of the Tiananmen massacre) and ‘Falun Gong’.>*

Figure 1 shows the relationship between WeChat and Weixin, using information adapted and
simplified from Tencent sources.




Figure 1: What is WeChat?
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WeChat monitors its international version for political content.” In May 2020, experiments by the
Citizen Lab at the University of Toronto found that communications between non-PRC users are
monitored and analysed for politically sensitive content. Even though messages between WeChat
International users might not be censored, they’re monitored to ‘improve’ censorship of Weixin

users and may help to establish a barrier of censorship between WeChat and Weixin. For example,
politically sensitive images sent between WeChat International users appear to be flagged by WeChat
so that they are blocked if they are sent to Weixin users. According to the Citizen Lab report’s authors,
‘non-China-based users who send sensitive content over WeChat may be unwittingly contributing to
political censorship in China.*®

Political activists have complained that their WeChat accounts, which were registered outside of
China, have been blocked from sending messages and temporarily suspended. According to NPR, four
WeChat users, including Zhou Fengsuo, a former Tiananmen protest leader, claimed that their WeChat
accounts, which were registered to US phone numbers, had been suspended several times.>’

WeChat’s surveillance of non-PRC users should raise concerns about other applications for such
monitoring aside from censorship. Those applications could include intelligence gathering, sentiment
analysis, influence operations and harassment of dissidents. At least a dozen Australian federal
politicians have public WeChat accounts, and the app is often used to organise volunteering and for
campaigning in marginal electorates with large Chinese-speaking communities. The large amount of
valuable political information on WeChat means that the platform should be assumed to present an
irresistible target for China’s intelligence agencies.”® China’s National Intelligence Law means that such
applications might not be up to Tencent’s discretion, as the law states:

Any organisation and citizen shall, in accordance with the law, support, provide assistance, and
cooperate in national intelligence work, and guard the secrecy of any national intelligence work
that they are aware of >

Instead of using individual user accounts, media outlets create public accounts—called ‘official’
accounts (/A AR =)—to push content out to their followers on WeChat. Those accounts are similar
to pages on Facebook. Until 2018, Weixin users couldn’t access public accounts registered through

WeChat International 2% Public accounts across the two versions of the app are now integrated.

However, different restrictions apply to public accounts registered through Weixin and WeChat
International. WeChat International public accounts are only allowed to post four times per month,
with each post containing a maximum of eight articles.®* On the other hand, Weixin public accounts
can post daily but must be registered to an individual or organisation in China.®? Public accounts
on both versions are unable to include hyperlinks in posts, contributing to a self-contained media
environment on WeChat.

Those restrictions push media organisations in Australia to instead register through Weixin, placing
them under greater censorship and CCP influence. The Chinese companies that their Weixin accounts
are registered to are often linked to the owners of the Australian media outlets and gain administrative
control over the accounts. This presence in China through the entity an account is registered to
expands the CCP’s ability to leverage inducements to or coercion of Australian media.




However, censorship rules aren’t explicit, which encourages outlets to proactively self-censor and
follow the lead of PRC state media or risk having their accounts suspended. In 2020, an editor for one
of Australia’s largest WeChat public accounts told Quartz that she avoided crossing ‘political red lines’
and looked to the People’s Daily and Xinhua to guide her reporting.®® Cross-platform media groups
such as the 1688 Media Group often publish content on their WeChat accounts that’s different from the
content on their websites and in their newspapers, possibly to avoid censorship.

At least four WeChat accounts targeting Australian audiences are registered to Beijing Zhongxin
Chinese Technology Development (AL RHPFTEENR & B AFR/AE]), which is a company controlled
by the UFWD’s China News Service.®* WeSydney (il7& JE), Australia’s third most popular WeChat
account, is one of them. The account’s operator, Nan Hai Culture and Media Group, also has financial
links to the UFWD (see the case study below). Aozhouwang (J2M M), the country’s 32nd most

popular WeChat account, is registered to the same company in Beijing. The account is managed by
Australia Pacific Media Group, which similarly has financial ties to the UFWD (see the appendix). Both
outlets have strong links to united front networks and were active in encouraging pro-CCP political
mobilisation on issues such as the 2016 Hague tribunal ruling on the South China Sea and the Hong
Kong pro-democracy protests in 2019.%°

Outlets that refuse to take the risk of having a China-based affiliate that could be targeted for
harassment are unable to establish public accounts through Weixin. Neither Vision Times nor Epoch
Times—outlets known for dissenting from CCP positions on political issues—has a public account
under its name.

This means that all influential WeChat accounts for Australian audiences are registered to Chinese
entities. The top 10 most popular news-focused public accounts in Australia, ranked by media
aggregator Aoweibang in 2019, are all registered to Chinese companies or individuals. Sydney Today
(5 H&JE), the top-ranked account, is registered to a company in China’s Jiangxi Province and
received a total of 34 million views of its articles in that year.%® As these WeChat accounts are
technically PRC-based media outlets, this could pose significant challenges for accountability and
policymaking in Australia.

Of the dozens of accounts examined for this report, only one, belonging to SBS Radio, appeared to

be registered through WeChat International. Despite that, the ABC has reported that some of SBS’s
WeChat posts have been removed because of keyword censorship. SBS Radio’s Chinese-language
WeChat account received an average of only 578 views per day from 6 to 13 September 2020. Evidence
of censorship has also been observed on The Australian’s WeChat account, which cut out a reference to
political interference from China in a post.®’

Many popular WeChat public accounts are run by self-identified marketing and consulting companies,
which may be lowering the quality of content and contributing to the prevalence of sensationalist
stories. Advertising revenue is the largest funding source for most media, but the self-identification of
account owners as marketing agencies rather than media outlets is significant. It suggests that outlets
are focused on growing their reach through viral content, without a foundation in professional media
principles. For example, Australian Red Scarf (BIMZISNZE, formerly JEIMNZINM) is run by marketing
agency Fancy Media Consulting.®® The account was ranked Australia’s ninth most popular WeChat
public account in 2019.%° Its growth has been driven by sensationalist and pro-CCP nationalistic posts.
In the past, it has driven campaigns against university lecturers who used maps or made statements
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that contradicted the party line.”® The outlet’s name references the red scarves worn by members of
the Young Pioneers, which is a CCP youth organisation.

The factors outlined above (account registration restrictions, censorship, low transparency and poor
professional standards) mean that most popular WeChat accounts raise similar concerns. Generally,
they focus on sensationalist and viral content while avoiding criticism of the CCP. In some cases,
they’ve been accused of spreading misinformation and have been active in mobilising their followers
behind pro-CCP causes.” Their articles are rich with animated images, slang, memes and short,
snappy text that appeals to an audience of young adults and students. Several of the accounts,

such as WeSydney and Australian Red Scarf, frequently post stories with sexual themes.

This report doesn’t examine chat groups and activity by personal accounts on WeChat. They’re difficult
to study and analyse, but nonetheless are an important channel for information sharing. The Royal
Melbourne Institute of Technology’s Associate Professor Yu Haiging noted that Australian users have
been privately debunking Chinese Government claims about the extent of anti-Chinese racism.’?

Censorship

Censorship to meet the CCP’s expectations appears to be widespread in Australia’s Chinese-language
media sector. As discussed above, Chinese-language media’s reliance on WeChat has probably
worsened this problem, affecting even SBS and The Australian.

A handful of outlets have admitted that they avoid criticism of the CCP. For example, the Australian
Chinese Times, a Chinese-language newspaper and website in Perth, censors its reporting. The outlet’s
owner, Edward Zhang, wrote in 2015 that it has ‘four unprintables’: content on Falun Gong, information
on Taiwanese independence, ‘splittist speech’ and criticism of the Chinese Government. However,
Zhang also complained that the CCP’s expanding list of ‘sensitive words’ meant that even ‘patriotic
websites’ like his are blocked in China.”® As of 23 October 2020, the Australian Chinese Times website
was still inaccessible within China.

Similarly, Tang Yongbei, publisher of the Chinese News Tasmania magazine, told the Hobart Mercury

in 2018 that she would never write anything critical of the CCP." Tang’s candidacy in the 2018 Hobart
Council elections attracted controversy because of her links to united front groups. As of August 2020,
she was recorded as the treasurer of the Australian Tasmania Council for the Promotion of Peaceful
Reunification of China.” In September 2018, Tang was appointed to the committee of the All-China
Federation of Returned Overseas Chinese, which is a body run by the UFWD."

We identified possible evidence of censorship on the Sydney Today website, which may be the
country’s most popular Chinese news site. At least four news articles on the website containing

the term SA¥ET)’ (Falun Gong) or AxI)’ (Fa x Gong) appeared to have been taken down after
publication.”” However, pro-Hong Kong democracy comments that may attract scrutiny under the
extraterritorial provisions of China’s National Security Law don’t appear to have been removed from
the website.

Sydney Today primarily republishes or translates content from other outlets, but sensitive terms,
opinions or facts are occasionally cut out in the process. For example, when the residences of NSW
Labor politician Shaoquett Moselmane and his staffer John Zhang were searched by police as part of




a foreign interference investigation, Sydney Today published translations of Sydney Morning Herald and
ABC articles,”® but the translations omitted paragraphs that explained why foreign interference has
come under scrutiny in Australia, referred to Huang Xiangmo, or mentioned John Zhang’s links to the
UFWD." Evidence of similar omissions was observed on the news website of 1688 Group.®°

The ABC obtained directives from the management of a Melbourne Chinese-language radio station,
3CW, instructing popular host Xiao Lu to not let callers say anything negative about the Chinese
Government, the Belt and Road Initiative or constitutional changes making Xi Jinping president for life.
Xiao Lu’s program was later cancelled.®: 3CW/is owned by Ostar International Media Group, which is
connected to the CCP Propaganda Department and united front system.

Financial ties to the CCP

Aside from Chinese state-media outlets, only one media company in Australia is overtly owned by the
CCP. Global CAMG Media, which is one wing of a media empire built by businessman Tommy Jiang, is
60% owned by state-owned CRI through two intermediaries. CR/ is a media company subordinate to
the CCP Central Committee’s Propaganda Department that was amalgamated with other state-owned
media outlets into China Media Group (also known as Voice of China) in 2018.82

Two media companies identified in this report had indirect financial ties to the CCP. Both Melbourne’s
Pacific Media Group and Sydney’s Nan Hai Culture and Media are entirely owned by Australia-based
individuals. However, their owners separately run joint ventures with companies that are ultimately
subordinate to the UFWD. Property holdings by one of the joint ventures may be used to fund

or subsidise Nan Hai Culture and Media. WeChat accounts run by both outlets are registered to

a company subordinate to the UWFD, giving the UFWD company administrator control over the
accounts. Both outlets have been active in political mobilisation for pro-CCP causes, such as
counter-protests against Hong Kong pro-democracy protesters and protests against the Hague
tribunal ruling on the South China Sea.

Presence in China

Several media outlets, such as the influential Media Today Group, have offices in China that are
involved in editing and content creation.® This may be driven by thrift and personnel shortages in
Australia, but it makes outlets more vulnerable to CCP influence. Outlets with offices in China would be
under greater pressure to follow PRC guidance on censorship and framing of political topics.

Many Australian media outlets have related companies and offices in China, but it’s often difficult

to determine their role in editing and content creation. Melbourne’s Australia Pacific Media Group
describes itself as having editorial offices in Beijing and Hong Kong, which may be linked to a
partnership it has with CNS.8* ACB News, an online media outlet focused on financial news, is closely

linked to a China-based company that has put out several job advertisements for editors.®

Similarly, many Australian Chinese-language media companies have shareholders who are based
in China and list Chinese addresses in business records. However, this isn’t reported under existing
Australian Communications and Media Authority foreign ownership disclosure requirements, which
use a narrow definition of ‘Australian media company’ that appears to exclude online media and all
outlets studied in this report, apart from the ABC and SBS.
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Business interests in China
Chinese-language media companies are often owned by individuals with business interests in China. e

They include Ostar Media, ACB News, Queensland’s VAC International Media and Australia Pacific Media
Group. There’s no evidence that this directly affects the outlets’ reporting, but it contributes to the
CCP’s ability to induce or coerce Australian media.

WeChat account registration restrictions, which encourage registration through Chinese individuals
or companies, mean that nearly all Australian Chinese-language media are now linked to
Chinese businesses.

United front system ties

Executives from at least 12 of the 24 outlets studied in this report were members of united front
groups, and 17 have been represented in the united front’s global Chinese-language media forum
(discussed below). Past employees of many other outlets, such as SBS Mandarin, have been active in
united front groups.

United front ties may be reflected in outlets’ reporting on united front groups and CCP interference

in Australia. For example, Sydney Today co-founder and chairman Stan Chen was listed as a vice
president of the ACPPRC until late 2018.8¢ The outlet has previously removed references to united front
work and foreign interference from its articles. It has also featured united front figures such as Huang
Xiangmo, who had a column on its website and used it to publish statements.®” John Zhang, the
former Shaoquett Moselmane staffer whose residence was raided by Australian authorities as part of a
foreign interference investigation, had a column on Sydney Today until recently.®®

The central role played by some united front groups in CCP influence work abroad means that these
links represent conflicts of interest. United front links may not be disclosed, both by outlets about
themselves and in their reporting on united front figures and foreign interference. Misleading reporting
that frames responses to interference as unjustified or unfairly targeting Chinese communitiesis a
substantial obstacle to successfully countering foreign interference and educating affected groups.

Media conferences and junkets

CCP-run forums and tours for friendly overseas Chinese-language media are a key marker of the party’s
efforts to engage with and influence Australian media. Those activities have occurred at high levels for
roughly two decades.

The GCLMF, which has met every two years since 2001, is the party’s premier forum for interacting
with overseas Chinese-language media. It’s organised by two agencies subordinate to the UFWD—
the OCAO and CNS.%° Hundreds of overseas media representatives meet with senior party officials
from the united front and propaganda systems at the event.®® Approximately 93 different Australian

Chinese-language media organisations—including all but seven of the 24 organisations studied in this
report—have been represented at the forum.

CNS uses the forum to expand its influence over Chinese-language media around the world,
encouraging overseas media to use CNS content and familiarise themselves with the official line.




In his speech at the forum’s first meeting, the then head of CNS said that the outlet was seeking to
expand its relationships with emerging Chinese-language media to extend its overseas market share.??
In 2002, CNS established a centre dedicated to cooperating with overseas Chinese-language media,
including some in Australia, through content sharing and design and editorial support.® The forum
lasts between two and five days. Its activities include speeches by party and state-media officials,
discussions, workshops and sightseeing.?*

The forum has met 10 times since 2001, and its scale has grown over that period. More than

427 overseas media representatives attended the 2019 forum, compared to more than 160 in 2001.%°
Media viewed as critical of the CCP, such as the Epoch Times, Apple Daily or Vision Times, haven’t
participated in the forums.

In 2019, Australia was the third largest source of attendees after the US and Canada (Figure 2).%
Roughly 10% of attendees at the forum between 2003 and 2019 came from Australian outlets—a high
number compared to the size of Australia’s Chinese community. The relatively high proportion of
Australian attendees and the forum’s history of nearly two decades point to sustained and large-scale
efforts by the united front system to build ties with Australian media.

Figure 2: Percentage of attendees to the Global Chinese Language Media Forum who came from Australian outlets,
2003 to 2019
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Capitalising on the forum’s success, CNS established the Advanced Seminar for the Overseas Chinese
Language Media in 2006 to provide focused guidance and training to hundreds of overseas media
workers.”" Since then, at least 20 sessions of the multi-day seminar have been organised.®® In 2018,
the seminar’s more than 90 participants received training and toured China over four days. The
group listened to lectures by a UFWD vice minister and Chinese academics on topics such as the Belt
and Road Initiative and Xi Jinping’s ‘new era’. They were also taken on a tour of the headquarters

of Tencent, WeChat’s parent company.?® Previous seminars have focused on guiding reporting on

sensitive issues such as Tibet and Xinjiang,1%°
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Coercion and advertising
The CCP has used advertising to support friendly media and pressure Chinese-language media N

that are critical of the CCP or connected to Falun Gong. Advertising is the main revenue stream for
most Australian Chinese-language media, and their advertisers are usually Chinese-owned firms or
businesses. In 2016, an editor at a ‘pro-CCP’ publication in Australia told the Sydney Morning Herald
that Chinese consular officials had instructed businesses to divert funding away from non-CCP-aligned
media and towards those that toe the party line.!"!

Some Chinese-language media in Australia have been subjected to coercive pressure:

« In 2016, the president of the Australian National University Chinese Students and Scholars
Association pressured the university pharmacy to stop distributing the Epoch Times, threatening
a boycott of the store. The association’s executives have close ties to Ostar Media Group and the
CRI-backed Global CAMG, which have hired many of them.*%

+ In 2018, Sydney’s Georges River Council was approached by officials from the Chinese Consulate
and told to abandon a sponsorship deal with Vision Times Media Australia for Lunar New Year, or risk

harming relations between NSW and Beijing. A council administrative officer emailed the Chinese
Consulate on January 18, confirming that Vision Times had been banned 1%

+ In 2019, Vision Times Media Australia general manager Maree Ma claimed that two businesses
withdrew advertisements after being instructed to do so by Chinese Government authorities.
This was allegedly in response to the publication’s coverage of the Hong Kong protests and the
crackdown by authorities.’*

+ In 2006, University of Technology Sydney scholar Feng Chongyi established Sydney Times, a
Chinese-language newspaper. However, Feng told the Sydney Morning Herald that businesses
pulled advertisements from the newspaper amid pressure from Chinese officials, leading to the
outlet’s closure.!®

Content-sharing agreements and other partnerships

The UFWD’s CNS and other state-owned media have partnerships with numerous Australian
Chinese-language media, providing content and other forms of support to them. This reduces
operating costs for CCP-friendly media, encourages the spread of CCP narratives and leads to a
lack of investment in original and local content creation.

Poor professional standards and PRC media culture

While many Chinese students are now studying journalism in Australia, professionally trained
journalists appear to be relatively uncommon in Australian Chinese-language media companies.
Those with training or professional experience generally gained it by studying at Chinese universities or

working for state-owned media. Many of them are accustomed to censoring certain topics and framing
sensitive issues in a way that aligns with CCP narratives.

Alack of professional standards in some outlets facilitates censorship or unbalanced reporting

in the CCP’s favour. It also biases outlets towards low-quality or viral content instead of balanced
commentary and in-depth investigative reporting, which is rare in the Australian Chinese-language
media landscape.




Case study: Nan Hai Culture and Media Group

Nan Hai Culture and Media Group (AR 8 X(EEEER]) is a Sydney-based media company
with close ties to the UFWD (Figure 3).1°¢ Founded in 2011, it operates Australia’s third most popular
WeChat account, WeSydney, and organises cultural events, including a popular lunar new year festival
in Sydney.!%" It also produces the Chinese editions of the Qantas magazine and Vogue Australia and has
an account on Douyin, the Chinese version of TikTok.!%8

Business records show that Nan Hai Group was established in June 2011 and is wholly owned by
Li Bing. However, the company has reportedly received funding from the OCAO (which was subsumed
by the UFWD in 2018) and partnered with the UFWD’s media wing—CNS 1%

Figure 3: Nan Hai Culture and Media Group’s connections with the UFWD
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Nan Hai founder and CEO Li Bing (Z2/K) previously worked as a senior executive at Qiaobao, which is
a US-based newspaper. According to a report by the Hoover Institution, Qiaobao was established in
the wake of the Tiananmen massacre by personnel dispatched by the OCAO. However, the Chinese
Government’s role in the newspaper and several related US media outlets is covert.}°

Li Bing has also invested in Ya Zhou Wen Hua Enterprises (Australia) Pty Ltd, a joint venture established
two months after Nan Hai Media with a UFWD-controlled company (Figure 4). It’s 10% owned by Li

and 90% owned by Ya Zhou Wen Hua Enterprises Ltd, which is a Hong Kong company. Soon after its
establishment, the joint company purchased 541 Kent Street, an eight-storey office building in Sydney’s
CBD, for AS15.1 million.*! Ya Zhou Wen Hua Enterprises (Australia) and Nan Hai share an office in

the building.

Figure 4: Ya Zhou Wen Hua Enterprises (Australia) Pty Ltd’s connections to the UFWD and Nan Hai
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Hong Kong’s Ya Zhou Wen Hua Enterprises is a front company established by the OCAO before
the 1997 handover.}? All its five shareholders can be linked to the UFWD or OCAQ. They include
subsidiaries of the UFWD and OCAO (including one called Nan Hai Investment Holdings) and
individuals who can be identified as OCAQ officials.!*3




The Hong Kong company also has links to media organisations in the US and Brazil. One of its directors
has been described as the head of Qiaobao’s Chinese Cultural Development Center and the Nanhai
Arts Center (/82 R0 in California.!™ Another director is the head of Nanmei giaobao (FE3E
#71R), a Brazilian newspaper; director of a Confucius Classroom; and a former Chinese diplomat in
Brazil.!*> The CEO of Ya Zhou Wen Hua Enterprises Ltd (NY) has also been described as the chairman of
Qiaobao’s parent company, Asian Culture and Media Group.!t®

Nan Hai has a close relationship with CNS, the UFWD’s media company. Nan Hai’s website states that
it’s been a ‘partner’ of CNS for many years.!'" Since its establishment in 2011, Nan Hai representatives
have attended all five GCLMF gatherings organised by CNS and other united front agencies.!® CNS'is
listed as the ‘media partner’ for Nan Hai’s Citywalker magazine, and a deputy editor-in-chief of CNS
claimed that he and Li Bing discussed the magazine’s establishment over a four-hour banquet in

Beijing.}? In 2019, CNS organised a meeting between Nan Hai and the UFWD vice minister responsible
for overseas united front work.!%°

WeSydney, a WeChat account run by Nan Hai Media, is registered to a company controlled by the
UFWD.1?t WeSydney is one of Australia’s most popular WeChat accounts and claims to have more than
365,000 followers.1?? According to Aoweibang, WeSydney’s posts received a total of 27 million views

in 2019.

Nan Hai’s activities also include a nascent trans-Tasman presence. Its branch in New Zealand,
New K Media Group (FrPA=H#ZF&1&), has published a local edition of Nan Hai’s Citywalker magazine
since 2018.12% It also runs a WeChat account for New Zealand audiences that, like other Nan Hai Media

accounts, is registered to a subsidiary of the UFWD.*#

One of Nan Hai’s most visible efforts is an annual lantern festival at Sydney’s Darling Harbour. A 2016
investigation by the Sydney Morning Herald found that the company received millions of renminbi
from the OCAO to run the festival.!?® The popular event is jointly organised with the Australia-China
hIEZ R Y ERIRIRIFHS) and has drawn in both

politicians and united front figures such as Huang Xiangmo (Figure 5). This indicates how CCP influence

~
\|

Economics, Trade and Culture Association (BN

over media outlets complements and could integrate with political influence efforts.

Figure 5: Above: (left to right) Li Bing, Malcolm Turnbull and Huang Xiangmo at the 2016 lantern festival.
Next page: Labor MP Matt Thistlethwaite speaking at the 2017 festival.

Source: Nan Hai Media, online; Consulate-General of the People’s Republic of China in Sydney, online.
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Nan Hai previously claimed in a job advertisement that its WeSydney account was ‘Tencent WeChat’s
official WeChat platform in Oceania’. Its website also stated that it’s ‘WeChat’s official cooperative
partner in Oceania’. However, references to that partnership were removed from its website in June
2020 and the nature of the arrangement is unclear.!?




Content analysis

Below, we set out two qualitative case studies of coverage of key events by a range of outlets.
Australian Chinese-language media outlets generally publish little original content, instead drawing on
translations and summaries of material produced by other outlets. However, there’s often alignment
between what they do publish and CCP narratives, as well as non-coverage of sensitive events. Some
outlets frequently republish Chinese state-media articles. Those issues are particularly pronounced
on WeChat.

Future research could take advantage of data scraping and content analysis tools to better study how
CCP influence might be reflected in outlets’ content.

The Shaoquett Moselmane and John Zhang raids

In the early hours of 26 June 2020, Australian authorities raided the office and properties of NSW MP
Shaoquett Moselmane and John Zhang, a part-time staffer in Moselmane’s office.!?” The raids were
reportedly carried out as part of an investigation by the Australian Security Intelligence Organisation
and the Australian Federal Police into political interference by the CCP.1?#

Moselmane had previously attracted media attention for his statements about China. In 2018, he said
that ‘the only way for China to reach its potential is for China to force a change to the rules and create

a new world order.*? In early 2020, he praised Xi Jinping’s ‘unswerving leadership’ in response to the
Covid-19 pandemic.t*® Zhang, his staffer, has been a member of united front groups and participated in
a united front training course in 2013.13! He also attended CNS’s GCLMF in 2017 and 2019.13? At the

2017 forum, he won a second-place prize for his essay analysing ‘western media’s negative reports

on Chinese’1*3

Chinese-language media outlets often drew on reporting from major English-language in their
coverage of the incident.*** A handful of outlets republished Chinese state media articles on the event.
Several leading outlets either published one-sided reports on the event, in some cases removing
important information from their articles, or didn’t cover it at all. Coverage of the raid on WeChat was
patchy and more one-sided.

Some of the articles were translations of English-language media articles, such as a piece on the 1688
website republished from the Wall Street Journal **> However, the translation left out the second half of
the article, which went into John Zhang’s united front links.!%

Similarly, Sydney Today published translated articles from the Sydney Morning Herald and the ABC.23'
Those translations omitted parts of the original pieces that explained why foreign interference has
come under increased scrutiny in Australia, referred to Huang Xiangmo, or mentioned John Zhang’s
links to the UFWD.23® They were posted with the disclaimer that the article ‘only represents the
Australian media’s views on this matter ... and does not represent this website’s position’3® Sydney
Today doesn’t always post a disclaimer with translated articles, appearing to include one only on
politically sensitive issues. This could have the effect of diminishing the readers’ sense of the reliability
of the article.
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One of the most strident defences of Moselmane came in a piece by Stuart Rees, an emeritus professor
at the University of Sydney. Sydney Today translated and republished the article from John Menadue’s
Pearls and Irritations blog. It stated that Moselmane has been a victim of character assassination
because he questioned anti-Chinese sentiment in Australia.**°

Sydney Today previously published op-eds written by Moselmane and Zhang. However, following the
raids, it posted a statement saying that it had removed articles by Moselmane and Zhang in order to

minimise any potential ‘negative impact on Australian society’**!

On the other hand, Pacific Media, which has a close relationship with CNS, didn’t immediately cover
the searches of Moselmane’s residence and office. On the week of the raid, Pacific Media’s website
published two articles mentioning Moselmane. The first, *? from three days after the event, focused
on Moselmane’s denials of any wrongdoing and only included comments from Moselmane and East
China Normal University’s Chen Hong, a close associate of Moselmane who was named in a search
warrant executed as part of the investigation.*** The article didn’t describe the raids, mention John
Zhang or provide any background on foreign interference and the CCP. The next day, Pacific Media’s
website republished an article from CNS on responses from Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Zhao
Lijian, who accused Australia of demonising normal exchanges between Australia and China and urged
Australia to reject its ‘cold-war mentality’*** The same day, Pacific Daily’s front page ran an opinion
piece about declining Australia—China relations that mentioned the raid without describing united
front links to Moselmane and Zhang '*

The coverage from SBS Mandarin and ABC Chinese detailed the raid and investigation while
also providing context on John Zhang’s united front links and Australia’s efforts to counter
foreign interference 146

Vision China Times referenced an investigative report into Moselmane and Zhang by Nick McKenzie
but provided further detail on Zhang’s united front links, emphasising his positions in the Shanghai

Overseas Friendship Association and the Australia-China Economics, Trade and Culture Association.**’

Coverage of the raid on WeChat was scarce. WeSydney, the WeChat account of Sydney’s Nan Hai Media
Group, didn’t report on the raid. Neither did Sydney Today’s nor 1688’s WeChat accounts, even though
their websites had articles about it. Pacific Media’s WeChat account covered the raid but implied that
it was politically motivated because of Moselmane’s pro-China stances. Australian Red Scarf’s report
on the event opened by asking, ‘An Australian senior official’s been suddenly investigated, simply for
praising China?4®

The passing of the Hong Kong National Security Law

The Law of the People’s Republic of China on Safeguarding National Security in the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region was passed by the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress on

30 June 2020. The law came into immediate effect at 11:00 pm, one hour before the 23rd anniversary of
Hong Kong’s handover from the UK to China.

The Hong Kong National Security Law (NSL) criminalises acts of succession, subversion, terrorism or
collusion with foreign forces.* The law allows security and intelligence officers from mainland China to
operate in Hong Kong.**? It also contains extraterritorial provisions that target overseas individuals.*!




On 1 July, Sydney Today and 1688 provided the most coverage of the NSL. Of 40 articles published by
Sydney Today, three were republished from Chinese state media. Of 15 articles published by 1688,
three were republished from Chinese state media.

On the Pacific Media website, au123.com, eight articles were published on 1 July, all of which were
republished from state media. One article included statements from Zhang Xiaoming, Deputy
Director of the Hong Kong and Macao Affairs Office, saying that the NSL doesn’t paint the opposition
or pan-democratic camp in Hong as the ‘imaginary enemy’, doesn’t exceed the framework of ‘one
country, two systems’, and will stabilise Hong Kong.**? Another piece featured statements from Hong
Kong Chief Executive Carrie Lam expressing the view that the NSL is the most important development
in Hong Kong since the handover, protecting the lives and property of Hong Kong citizens, ending
violent activities and restoring Hong Kong’s stability.*® Another article included statements from

Zhao Lijian emphasising the Chinese Government’s unwavering determination to ‘safeguard national

sovereignty and security’ and ‘oppose any external forces interfering in Hong Kong affairs’.>*

Posts by WeChat accounts Australian Red Scarf and WeSydney on 1 July didn’t cover the law’s passing.
However, later in the month, Australian Red Scarf republished an article from the Global Times.*>> The
article used the response of Western countries to the passing of the NSL as an entry point to examine
Australia’s opposition to China’s foreign interference and espionage. It went on to highlight Australia’s
supposed hypocrisy in conducting its own spying and espionage in China. An article on the WeSydney
account, published on 8 June before the law’s passage, gave Chinese Government narratives in its
statements on Hong Kong, describing the violence of the protesters and conscientious policemen
protecting the safety of Hong Kong, and claiming that the NSL would maintain Hong Kong’s stability
and has been endorsed and supported by all sectors of Hong Kong society.*>

A number of articles on 1688 also came from Taiwanese news outlets. Of 15 articles published on

1 July, seven came from Taiwanese sources. Two of the articles came from the pro-Kuomintang United
Daily News and didn’t appear to overtly support the NSL but went into substantial detail about the

law and referred to reporting from Xinhua and the Global Times.*>" Five articles were from the Liberty
Times, which is considered to take a more Pan-Green Coalition, pro-independence political stance.
They didn’t appear to take a clear position on the NSL but focused on the expanded powers of the
Hong Kong police and the vote at the UN Human Rights Council, where 27 countries called on China to
withdraw the legislation.®®

Another section of the coverage included republished articles from Western media outlets. On 1 July,
14 out of 40 articles from Sydney Today were republished from Western media outlets. As we’ve seen
in other reporting from Sydney Today, republished pieces from Western media are usually posted

with disclaimers distancing the outlet from any views contained in the articles. That was the case
with a Sydney Today article republished from the New York Times, titled ‘New York Times: Under

the new National Security Law, Hong moves from an oasis for the rule of law to a “police state™ 1>
Another article, which focused on the rebound in the Hong Kong stock market following the new law’s
implementation, was republished from the Wall Street Journal and didn’t include a disclaimer.1¢°

However, the disclaimer also appears to be used as a cover when publishing reports that could leave
the outlet subject to claims of pro-CCP bias. An article on Sydney Today republished from Duowei News,
a Chinese-language news outlet in the US, was also published with the disclaimer.*®!
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It took a supportive stance to the NSL, stating that Beijing and the Hong Kong Government are
the biggest winners from the new law, allowing them to consolidate the relationship between
Hong Kong and the mainland, prevent and combat external forces, and ensure that ‘the lawless
and severe separatist riots can no longer affect the development of Hong Kong’s economy and
people’s livelihoods!

The Australian Chinese Daily, SBS Mandarin, ABC Chinese and Vision Times published their own

content on the passing of the NSL on 1 July. The Australian Chinese Daily reported on Marise

Payne’s statements, Australia’s consideration of offering visa and naturalisation channels for Hong
Kong residents, Australia’s changed travel advice for Hong Kong, and responses from the Chinese
Government.*®? SBS Mandarin covered responses from Western countries, views on the erosion of
Hong Kong’s autonomy and the independence of its legal system, and statements from Carrie Lam
denying the effect of the new law on freedoms in Hong Kong.** SBS Mandarin also published an article
featuring a number of responses provided on a talk-back radio segment.'®* The piece outlined views
ranging from ardent support for to overt criticism of the NSL.

ABC Chinese featured more critical reporting on the passing of the NSL. It published an article in both
Chinese and English that conveyed views from Hong Kong migrants who felt that the people of Hong
Kong’s rights have been taken away.'®® Vision Times was similarly critical in its reporting, stating that
‘one country, two systems’ is no longer, outlining how security and law enforcement from the mainland
can operate in Hong Kong, and emphasising the extraterritoriality inherent in the new law, which could
see anyone in the world who is critical of the situation in Hong Kong or advocating for Hong Kong
independence arrested, should they enter the jurisdiction.¢®




Current regulations

Several pieces of Australian legislation regulate aspects of the media sector.!®” However, the legislation
generally was not designed with CCP interference in mind, hasn’t been updated to account for online
media or hasn’t yet been enforced.

The Broadcasting Services Act 1992 (BSA) includes limits on the control of TV, radio and English-
language newspapers. Those restrictions are designed to ensure media diversity within
geographical areas.

The Australian Communications and Media Authority, which is an independent Commonwealth
statutory authority, maintains the Register of Foreign Owners of Media Assets under the BSA. Foreign
persons owning 2.5% of an Australian media company are required to register. However, the BSA’s
definition of an Australian media company is limited to companies holding commercial TV or radio
licences, or English-language newspapers within the area of a commercial TV or radio licence.
Therefore, it doesn’t cover non-English-language newspapers or any form of online media. None of
the media companies described in this report, despite many having foreign owners, is included in
the register. The BSA’s focus only on English-language media is clearly anachronistic, fails to take into
account our multicultural society and is badly in need of updating

Australian foreign investment legislation requires foreign entities to seek approval for investments of at
least 5% into an Australian media business.'®® Associates of foreign persons, such as entities obliged to
act under the direction of a foreign person, can also be considered foreign persons. That requirement
applies regardless of the value of the investment and uses a broad definition of ‘Australian media
business’ that includes a limited amount of online media.'®® However, it was only recently introduced
into legislation through the Foreign Acquisitions and Takeovers Regulation 2015, so most examples

of foreign investment in Australian Chinese-language media (such as CR/’s 2009 investment in Global
CAMG) predate it.

The Australian Government has been considering amending the Foreign Acquisitions and Takeovers Act
1975 to update the definition of ‘Australian media business’ so that it includes digital media.'"

Some foreign ownership of Chinese-language media in Australia may slip through foreign investment
legislation. For example, Australia Southeast Net Media Pty Ltd, which runs the Australian website of
a Chinese state-owned media outlet and functions as its Australian branch, is owned by individuals
who appear to be resident in Australia (see appendix). The company’s owners could be considered
associates of foreign persons and therefore require approval for their investment, but further research
would be needed to demonstrate that.

As described above, Nan Hai Media and Australia Pacific Media Group may be supported by joint
ventures between their owners and UFWD-controlled companies. However, it’s unclear whether the
joint ventures can be shown to meet the definition of ‘Australian media business’. As with Australia
Southeast Net Media, the companies’ owners could be associates of foreign persons.
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Finally, Australian foreign influence and interference legislation includes:

« the Foreign Influence Transparency Scheme Act 2018 (FITS), which includes a public register of
individuals carrying out certain activities on behalf of foreign principals

« the National Security Legislation Amendment (Espionage and Foreign Interference) Act 2018, which
criminalises foreign political interference.

While some exemptions apply, media companies that are working to influence Australian federal
politics on behalf of the CCP would have to declare that on the FITS register. However, only two
Chinese-language media entities are on the register: Global CAMG, which broadcasts content from the
state-owned CR/, and Decode China, which is a US Department of State-funded outlet that never went
online. According to the register, both relationships have ceased.!"

This implies that if any outlets are engaged in political influence for the CCP they are doing so covertly.
Media seeking to carry out political influence work for or to support intelligence activity by the CCP
risk punishment under the Espionage and Foreign Interference Act 2018, which includes penalties of

up to 20 years for intentional foreign interference. To date, only one person—Di Sanh Duong (#7118

), a member of the China Council for the Promotion of Peaceful National Reunification—has been
charged under the act, in a case that doesn’t appear to involve Chinese-language media.!’? Chinese
state-media journalists were named on search warrants for the Australian Federal Police investigation
into John Zhang.!"




Recommendations

Mirroring trends in the broader media industry, the growth of digital media could heighten the risk
of foreign interference in Chinese-language media unless it is responsibly managed. WeChat, with its
settings that have the effect of expanding CCP media influence, is likely to grow in importance. That
will further lower the barrier for the establishment of media outlets in a way that risks lowering the
quality of Australian Chinese-language media.

The emergence of new media outlets through WeChat comes with opportunities but also challenges
for the CCP. Many traditional media that the CCP has built strong relationships with over decades are
declining. Two of them, New Express Daily and Singtao Daily, shuttered their Australian newspaper
editions in the past two years.!™ Many of Ostar Media’s and Global CAMG’s radio stations appear to
have ceased or downsized their broadcasts.

Newly established outlets on WeChat avoid content that the CCP might view as politically sensitive
and often promote sensationalist and nationalistic content. However, their owners, editors and writers
may have a shallow understanding of CCP policy and propaganda narratives. We expect that the CCP
will expand its outreach to those organisations, using more rapid and flexible methods than those
embodied in CNS’s GCLMF, which is held only every two years.

Few Chinese-language media outlets in Australia reach the standards generally practised by
mainstream media. The ABC and SBS may be the only outlets occupying the middle ground in
Chinese-language media, but even they have faced criticism for editorial practices in the past. Efforts
to counter foreign interference will struggle to be accurately communicated to Australians who
primarily consume Chinese-language media until the sector is strengthened and protected from CCP
influence. Greater tension within Australian Chinese communities driven by declining Australia-China
relations, the CCP’s behaviour, and concerns about racism should highlight the urgency with which
these issues must be addressed.

The Australian Government has an important role to play in increasing transparency in the sector,
supporting the health and growth of independent media, and updating regulations to better manage
foreign ownership and social media. Transparency efforts should take the form of both positive
measures to encourage transparency and the enforcement of foreign interference legislation.

We recommend that the Australian Government pursues the following measures:

1. Issue declaratory policy statements on multicultural media and social media (including WeChat).
Those statements should cover standards and expectations for social media platforms and foreign
interference and support for multicultural media.

2. The Department of Home Affairs should carry out continued analysis of WeChat to better
understand risks associated with the app. The analysis should cover both Weixin and WeChat
International and seek to understand surveillance, misinformation, account restrictions and
censorship on the platforms. It should seek to determine compliance with existing policies, gaps in
policy, and what changes need to be made to the app to address concerns.

32

Policy Brief: The influence environment: a survey of Chinese-language media in Australia



3. Federal, state and local politicians should be briefed on WeChat and Chinese-language
media in Australia. The briefings should help inform how politicians engage with the app and
Chinese-language media. They should educate politicians on security and privacy concerns about
WeChat and the implications for their accounts and political activity on WeChat.

4. Encourage consumers of Chinese-language media to use platforms other than WeChat, or to
migrate from Weixin to WeChat International, including by releasing information on concerns
about WeChat.

5. Engage with like-minded nations to jointly pressure WeChat to address concerns about censorship,
surveillance, misinformation and influence from the CCP.

6. Relevant agencies, such as the Department of Home Affairs, the Department of Infrastructure,
Transport, Regional Development and Communications, the Australian Cyber Security Centre,
the Office of the Australian Information Commissioner, the Australian Communications and Media
Authority, the eSafety Commissioner and the Australian Electoral Commission should expand
their engagement with Tencent (WeChat’s parent company). Throughout 2021 and before the
next federal election, those interactions should be used to raise concerns about WeChat, discuss
remedies and communicate Australian Government policies and expectations.

- The government should present Tencent a clear timeline for meeting relevant regulations and

addressing other concerns.!’

- The government should update the Australian Parliament on its engagement with Tencent.

- That engagement, together with actions by like-minded nations, should seek to end excessive
restrictions on WeChat International public accounts, ensure that WeChat accounts targeting
Australian audiences are registered to Australian companies, end monitoring of communications
on WeChat outside of China, and end the censorship of posts and accounts.

- If concerns are not addressed, the Australian Government should work with like-minded nations
to explore penalties such as a ban on WeChat.

7. Expand funding for Chinese-language media through greater funding for the National Foundation
for Australia-China Relations and media grant schemes.

8. Subsidise or facilitate the syndication of articles from selected Chinese-language media outlets,
such as ABC Chinese, SBS Mandarin, BBC Chinese, Taiwan’s Central News Agency, Hong Kong’s Apple
Daily, China Digital Times, Hong Kong’s Stand News and Initium Media.

9. Explore ways to encourage selected overseas Chinese-language media outlets such as Apple Daily
or BBC Chinese, to expand their presence in Australia, whether through correspondents or bureaus.

10. Establish scholarships for Chinese students or fluent Chinese speakers to study journalism
in Australia.

11.Improve public reporting of foreign ownership of media to ensure that ownership of Chinese-
language media, including websites and WeChat public accounts, is transparent. This could
involve expansions to the scope of the Australian Communications and Media Authority’s Register
of Foreign Owners of Media Assets, which falls under the Broadcasting Services Act 1992, or the
introduction of new legislation.




12.Ensure that foreign ownership and investment in media are reported to and adequately covered
by the Foreign Investment Review Board. This could involve updating the definition of ‘Australian
media business’ in the Foreign Acquisitions and Takeovers Regulation 2015.

13.Ensure that foreign influence over media is reported under the Foreign Influence Transparency
Scheme when appropriate.

14. When foreign control or influence over media isn’t transparent, the Counter Foreign Interference
Taskforce should investigate and intervene in those activities.

15.Review the Broadcasting Services Act 1992 or explore new legislation to expand the spirit of existing
media regulation to online and social media.

16. The Department of Home Affairs and other relevant departments and agencies should work closely
with state governments to expand outreach to Chinese communities to stay informed about the
Chinese-language media sector and communicate government policy.

17. SBS should cease sourcing Cantonese and Mandarin television broadcasts from Chinese
government-linked media.

18.The Australian Government should ensure that foreign interference risks are adequately managed
at ABC Chinese, SBS Mandarin and SBS Cantonese and consider expanding funding for them.

19. Re-establish ABC Radio Australia’s Mandarin and Cantonese services, which were respectively shut
down in 1997 and 2014.
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Appendix: Major Chinese-language media
entities

1688 Media Group (1688 {E 1R £EH])

1688 Media Group (1688f& &) is one of Australia’s largest Chinese-language media networks.

It publishes newspapers in three states and has a large online presence through its website and
WeChat account.*® It targets a broad audience, publishing reports on the Tiananmen Square massacre
and Taiwanese news articles while also republishing Chinese state media and regularly participating in
united front media events.

Business records indicate the group consists of three separate companies. These three companies—
Chinese Newspaper Group, Melbourne Chinese Media and Chinese Herald—are respectively
responsible for the group’s operations in Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane.!’’

Roger Huang (Huang Fong-yee, E534A) is the current director and the sole shareholder of Chinese
Newspaper Group.!’® Huang studied media in the United States before moving to Australia in 1990.17
He acquired a Sydney newspaper and renamed it the Daily Chinese Herald**® His wife, Emily Su-Cheng
Huang (E22812), is a director and sole shareholder of Chinese Herald, which oversees the group’s
operations in Queensland.'®! Cecil Huang (Huang Hsu, E/B) is director, secretary and sole shareholder
of Melbourne Chinese Media Pty Ltd (F2/RAHIRIR M/ &) 12 All three Huangs are originally

from Taiwan.

1688 Media Group’s main online outlets are its 1688.com.au website, ‘Ausliving’ CEMHTE¥=5) WeChat
account and 1688 Australia app.'®® The media Group claims that its website receives 200,000 viewers a
day.!®* Its stable of newspapers covers NSW, Victoria and Queensland:

« Chinese Newspaper Group publishes the Daily Chinese Herald CBMBEIR), Sydney Chinese Daily
(EMBEIRFERIENR), and Herald Property Sydney (TEFS#177) 185 The company’s flagship newspaper
is the Daily Chinese Herald, one of the oldest Chinese language newspapers currently operating in
Australia.’®® Sydney Chinese Daily is freely distributed on weekends with a claimed circulation of
25,000-30,000.18

« Chinese Herald Pty Ltd publishes Queensland Chinese Times (E1=H3R) and Queensland Property
Weekly (2 E=H17%). Queensland Chinese Times is distributed free every Thursday and Saturday and

claims a weekly circulation of 30,000 copies.

« Melbourne Chinese Media Pty Ltd produces Chinese Melbourne Daily (S2/RA<HR), Melbourne
Chinese Property Weekly (BLEHIFF) and real estate website ozhome.com.au.'®

Since 2005, 1688 Media Group’s three owners and two of its managers have regularly attended the
UFWD-run GCLMF.**° Roger Huang, Cecil Huang and Huynh Huy (& 287T), the former deputy chief of
Chinese Melbourne Daily, have attended sessions of the OCAQ’s ‘Advanced Seminar for the Overseas
Chinese Language Media’** Roger and Cecil Huang have also participated in united front-run tours to
China for overseas journalists.1%?




Despite having ties to the CCP’s united front system, 1688 Media Group publishes both pro-Beijing
content as well as content that Beijing might find objectionable. For example, in February 2019, the
Daily Chinese Herald was one of three major Chinese-language newspapers that published a full page
declaration by Chinese community groups condemning the Australian government’s decision to
cancel Huang Xiangmo’s permanent residency.'** In August 2019, 1688 republished a feature article

from Beijing’s Global Times denouncing Hong Kong pro-democracy media tycoon Jimmy Lai.'** A year
later, it republished coverage of Jimmy Lai’s arrest from the Apple Daily, Lai’s newspaper.t®

1688 Media Group’s coverage of Beijing-Taipei relations reflects views from both sides of the strait, as
well as Hong Kong and overseas Chinese communities. Its newspapers have dedicated sections for
Taiwan news. For example, in December 2019, 1688’s website republished an article from Taiwan’s
Liberty Times about CCP political interference in Taiwan.**” In January 2020, it republished a YouTube
video interview uploaded by the Falun Gong-linked New Tang Dynasty Television that showed Hong
Kong residents warning Taiwanese voters to beware of CCP infiltration.*® In the same month, it also
published an op-ed by Australian-Taiwanese commentator Huang Ruo in which he predicted that the
CCP’s biggest future threat is young people standing up to authoritarianism rather than Taiwanese
independence.!® A few months later, the 1688 website republished a Global Times article about the
PLA’s drills as a warning against Taiwanese independence.

However, the 1688 Media Group’s official WeChat account, ‘Ausliving’, doesn’t have some of the content
available on the 1688 website. For example, on 26 and 27 August 2020, the website republished two
Liberty Times articles about President Tsai Ing-wen’s participation in the Indo-Pacific Leaders Dialogue
- an online event hosted by ASPI.2%° These articles did not appear on the ‘Ausliving’ WeChat page.

ABC World (ABC IR EREEH)

ABC World (ABC M 3KEEH]) is a Sydney-based company founded by Richard Yuan (32EX) in 20002

It has no association with the Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC). The company offers services
in the areas of migration, education, events, and media. Its media section, ABC iMedia (ABC &%) was

established in 2008.22 Its WeChat platforms include ABC Media (fEABIHSFR), Only Australia (X B 28
M), WeAustralia (f8U8M), and the Australia China Entrepreneurs Club (Bp 1M/ 5B R E6) 203

The ABC Media WeChat account began operating in 2013.2* According to Aoweibang, an Australian
WeChat aggregator website, this account was the second most popular WeChat public account in
Australia in 2019, receiving more than 27 million article views and more than 153,000 ‘likes’.2%

The account posts 7-8 articles a day and focuses on Australian and international news stories.
Founder Richard Yuan attributes the popularity of the account to its Australian news and lifestyle
content which seems targeted at Chinese investors and business people, migrants, and students.?%
Yuan has said that in his outlets’ reporting, they ‘focus on respecting facts’ and ‘creating a good public
opinion environment for the development of bilateral relations’ between Australia and China.?®’

Yuan has received a heightened level of attention this year due to some of his activities during the
Covid-19 pandemic. Yuan and Kuang Yuanping (I 8323F), a former Chinese military officer and a
prominent united front figure in Australia, formed the Australia China Goodwill Association (B
Z=1D=) to ‘mobilise Chinese businessmen to donate money and materials’ for Australia.?®® The
association organised a shipment of 70 tonnes of medical supplies and PPE from Wuhan to Sydney.?%
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Kuang has reportedly been working with a Chinese government body, the Wuhan Emergency Support
and Commodity Reserve Group, and his activities during the pandemic have been ‘fully affirmed by
relevant national ministries and commissions, provincial and municipal leaders’ and the All-China
Federation of Returned Overseas Chinese.?!°

Richard Yuan also has a number of links to the united front system. Yuan attended the GCLMF in 2017

in his capacity as CEO of ABC iMedia.?*! In 2017, Yuan was also made an overseas adviser for the Hunan

Provincial Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC).*? He received
praise from the head of the Hunan CPPCC for his success in helping to promote Hunan’s economic and

social development.?!3 Yuan was also appointed as a consultant for the Hunan Federation for Returned

Overseas Chinese.**

Yuan has organised a number of events involving the Hunan CPPCC, the provincial Department of
Commerce, the provincial Federation of Returned Overseas Chinese and the provincial Council for the
Promotion of International Trade.?*®

ACB News ((B1EM R LX)

ACB News (Australia China Business News, JBIETFZTE £%), operated by Pacific Financial News Pty Ltd,
aims to serve as a bridge connecting Australian businesses with Chinese customers and investors.
The news outlet does so by providing coverage of topics including IPO, market watch, funds and
wealth management, quality brands, and culture.?'® Registered under the WeChat ID ‘acbnews’,?
the outlet provides its services via WeChat and other social media platforms across China.?'¢

ACB News has close ties with several PRC media outlets. It has a partnership with People’s Daily
Overseas Chinese Network (AR HEHRIEIMR), the overseas edition of People’s Daily. ACB News also
maintains relationships with more than 40 PRC financial media outlets, including 163.com, East Money,
and China Finance Online. ACB News claims to have 30,000-50,000 daily readers.?®

David Niu, aka Niu Jianming (4-32BH), was appointed Director of Pacific Financial News in 2012.22° Niu
serves as Founder, Chief Financial Commentator, and Director of Website Operations for ACB News.?*!
He previously served as the Director of’ Zheng Zhou Subsidiary GangAo Securities Co Ltd China’ from
2000-02.7?2 He was also appointed as Director of AC Capital Holdings Pty Ltd in February 2015, which
remains a current position.??* Niu owns 15% of shares in the company, Hong Yong owns 50%, Song
Huagiang owns 30%, and Niu Jinchen owns 5%. All shareholders, as well as Hong Tao, are directors.

Niu has participated in events linked to the UFWD’s China News Service (CNS). He spoke at the
Australian Chinese Language Media ‘One Belt, One Road’ Forum (B AR LEST IR — T — B8 B2
%), which was hosted by China News Service Australia in 2017224 He also participated in the 2013
GCLMF.2%® Niu also attended the 2017 China-Australia Themed Investment Forum (2017978 == @#% &%
1835),%° a forum jointly hosted by ACB News and the Zhongguancun Private Equity & Venture Capital

Association in Beijing, attracting individuals from the political and business realms of both Australia
and China.??’

Niu also has personal ties to the Zhongguancun Private Equity & Venture Capital Association (ZVCA,
PRI AIE E DB DR). He served? as the vice chairman of the ZVCA as recently as 2018 and

is currently registered as a director.??° ZVCA is registered under the Beijing Ministry of Civil Affairs**° and




has led investments and funding activities between the United States, Canada, Israel, Italy, the United
Kingdom, France, and other countries with Beijing and local governments.?*

Niu has connections with other Chinese media through the Overseas Chinese-Language Media
Association (BIMESUE ), an international association of global Chinese media outlets
registered in Canada.?*? The Association hosted the event ‘Hundreds of Chinese-Language Media
Outlets Select Hundreds of International Tourist Destination Activities’ (B2 1E X A #E 3 B X E Bn
B B A HEE B), which was presided over by several prominent figures, including Niu.?* In 2018, the
Chinese International Media Association held a meeting for its executive council in Hefei, China, where
Niu participated as the Vice-Chairman of the Association.?**

Niu owns 50% of Henan Yueda Information Technology Ltd and sits on its board.?*> Yong Hong,?%
another registered director with Pacific Financial News Pty Ltd and deputy editor-in-chief of ACB News,
serves as Henan Yueda’s legal representative, executive director, and a 50% shareholder of Henan
Yueda Information Technology is Yong Hong.?*" Three job advertisements list the company Henan
Yueda Information Technology Co. Ltd as the hiring company associated with ACB News.?*®

The published positions are largely for English-language editors in Beijing and Shenzhen.?*

Beyond Niu and Yong Hong’s affiliations with the CCP, ACB News also has an active presence in China.
It was one of the first media outlets to sign up for the ‘Overseas Chinese New Media Content Sharing
Platform’ (SEAMESGHIE AR B HEZFE"), which is part of the People’s Daily Overseas Chinese
Network ‘Haiju Platform’ project that aims to cooperate with overseas Chinese media to create an
integrated platform for resource sharing.?*® ACB News also runs Investor Relations events in Australia
and China.?*! In 2017, it jointly hosted the ‘Australia Project Roadshow’ (210 B &) in Beijing with
the Zhongguancun Private Equity & Venture Capital Association and Beijing-based RichLink Capital.?*?

Australia Pacific Media Group (B AFIIE A#(E £ H)

Australia Pacific Media Group is one of Australia’s oldest Chinese-language media companies.
Headquartered in Melbourne, its flagship publication is Pacific Times (K)FRI#), a weekly newspaper
that has a claimed circulation of 22,500 copies.?** According to Aoweibang, an Australian WeChat
aggregator website, Pacific Media’s WeChat account was the 32nd most popular official account in
Australia in 2019, receiving almost 3 million article views and more than 8,000 likes.?** The group also
has a website (au123.com) and WeChat account.

Pacific Media has a close relationship with the CCP and Chinese state media. In 2011, after signing a
partnership with CNS, Pacific Media added Pacific Daily (Z;EHHR) to its portfolio.?*

Feng Tuanbin (BEI#) or Sam Feng is the president of Australia Pacific Media Group.?*® He owns 25%
of the company, Zhang Chunmiao owns 35% and Feng Yicong owns 40%. We found little information
about Zhang and Feng.

Dr Feng Chongyi, a China scholar at the University of Technology Sydney, described Pacific Times

as ‘one of several Australian Chinese-language media outlets that have forgone any semblance

of editorial independence in exchange for deals offered by the Communist Party’s propaganda
apparatus’.?*’ The media group has also been involved in political activism. A Four Corners report from
2017 discovered that Pacific Media handed out placards to hundreds of people participating in protests
against the 2016 Permanent Court of Arbitration ruling on the South China Sea.**®
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Pacific Media Group has close ties to the UFWD’s CNS. Representatives from Pacific Media Group have
regularly attended the GCLMF run every two years by CNS and the UFWD.?*

In October 2010, Pacific Media signed a partnership with CNS and CNS’s Hong Kong branch.?*° These
may correspond to the ‘editorial department and offices in Beijing and Hong Kong’ that Pacific Media
claims to have.?>! The agreement was signed at a ceremony in October 2010 in the Victorian Parliament
and covered content-sharing and exchanges on editing, management, and training.?>? Pacific Media
Group’s outlets now republish substantial amounts of content from CNS.

While CNS doesn’t own a direct stake in Pacific Media, it owns 60% of Australia Chinese Culture Group
Pty Ltd, while Pacific Media’s Sam Feng owns the remaining 40% (Figure 6).?>* There is little information
on Australia Chinese Culture Group’s activities, but it shares an address with Pacific Times and was
formed in April 2010, shortly before Pacific Media’s partnership with CNS was signed.?** Apart from
Feng, Zhang Xinxin (EHT#T), who was CNS president until 2019, and CNS Hong Kong bureau chief
Wang Jiabin (E£E¥H) are also directors of the company.?** The company’s two former directors were
Liu Beixian (X355E) and Zhang Yu (5K A1), respectively president of CNS and chief of its Hong Kong
bureau at the time.?® Liu was expelled from the CCP in November 2017 for disciplinary violations,

including corruption.?’

Figure 6: Australia Chinese Culture Group’s connections to the UFWD and Australia Pacific Media Group
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Pacific Media’s Aozhouwang (B ) WeChat account is also linked to CNS. It is registered to Beijing
Zhongxin Chinese Technology Development Co. Ltd (IEZRFHIEEIRIIE & BB BRAS]), a wholly
owned subsidiary of CNS.2*® Beijing Pacific Chinese Culture and Media Co. Ltd (AEER AFLE S EIE IR




BPR/AE)), a Chinese company wholly owned by Australia Pacific Media Group that was deregistered in
2017, listed CNS’s Beijing compound as its address.?>®

Pacific Media Editor in Chief Peter Yu (S57&%#8) may have been a CNS employee. Until December

2016, he was a board member and general manager of a CNS subsidiary, Beijing Zhongxin Tangwen
Advertising Media Co. Ltd (AEZRPFEN HEEBBRE/AE)). Yu had bylines in China News Service
(CNS) articles until as recently as 2018.2%° His involvement with CNS seems to overlap with his editorship

at Pacific Media, which may have begun in 2015.2¢*

Pacific Media has also participated in a number of media exchange platforms with Chinese
counterparts. These include the Tianwei.com and CNS-established ‘information service platform’
which provides Chinese-language reporting and information services on Covid-19.2%? Pacific Media is
also involved in the Overseas Chinese-language Media Assistance Beijing Innovation, Development,
Cooperation Mechanism (8IMESIRAABN T1ERBIFT & RS 1EA14), a conference for domestic and
overseas Chinese media established by Beijing New Media Group (LR #TIRIAZE). 2 Its aim is to
promote close contact and cooperation between Beijing media and overseas Chinese-language media
in order to promote ‘contemporary Chinese values ... and guide the broad masses of overseas Chinese

to support and participate in Beijing’s economic and social development’.?54

Pacific Media’s Sam Feng is a member of several united front groups. He was named as a vice-
president of the Henan Overseas Exchange Association (B BINIATI) in 2014.2%° He is also
chairman of the Oceania Federation of Literary and Art Circles (%M 3ZEX), a regional branch of the
China Federation of Literary and Art Circles (FEINFZARFELE %), which is an official constituent
of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference.?® Feng is also a member of the Global
Commercial Newspapers Union (E3KiE#HzEx 28) established in 2007, a non-profit organisation
connected to the UFWD and Chinese state-media.?’

Feng has financial interests in China through the wine industry. In 2011 he established a wine import
company with a Chinese state-owned enterprise.?®

Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC Chinese)

The ABC is one of two publicly funded media outlets in Australia that provide Chinese-language
content. The ABC produces Chinese content, including original articles and translations, on a section
of its website launched in 2017.%%° It also publishes Chinese versions of digital content produced at the
ABC News Asia Pacific newsroom, as well as original Chinese-language reporting and video interviews
conducted in Mandarin.?’® Some of the ABC’s English TV programs are available with simplified
Chinese subtitles on ABC iview.?’* ABC Chinese generally produces high-quality coverage for Australia’s
Chinese-speaking communities.

ABC Chinese has its own social media accounts on Twitter and Facebook.?’? Separately, ABC
International manages a WeChat account, ABCAustralia (ABC &), which is registered to a
China-based company Shanghai Ao Pa Si Cultural Development Co. Ltd ((E/&BHETSUELA BBREA
5]) that is solely owned by the ABC. The account is not operated by the ABC Chinese news team. 2"
The ABC used to provide Mandarin and Cantonese content through Radio Australia. Its short-wave
radio programs served the Chinese diaspora in Asia and provided a window to the outside world as
well as a source of reliable news to listeners in the PRC where media was tightly controlled by the

40

Policy Brief: The influence environment: a survey of Chinese-language media in Australia



CCP.2™ Due to budget cuts, however, Radio Australia’s Cantonese program was shut down in 1997
and its Mandarin program was terminated in 2014.2"

The ABC has struggled to establish a presence in China. In 2015, the ABC, in partnership with the
state-owned Shanghai Media Group, launched a Chinese-language portal, AustraliaPlus.cn (BN {E).
However, the arrangement drew criticism for not publishing content that might be deemed sensitive
by the CCP.?® In an April 2016 statement, the ABC affirmed that it had never entered into an agreement
with any country that requires self-censorship.?’” However, a month later, the broadcaster admitted its
China-based portal failed to follow its own editorial policies after ABC’s Media Watch program found
that an ABC Chinese journalist, Fang Teng (7388, aka Jason Fang), had removed important segments
from translations of news articles.?”® In 2018, the ABC confirmed the closure of AustraliaPlus.cn.?™®

As of October 2020, the WeChat account associated with AustraliaPlus is still being updated.?®°
However, it is not listed on the website of ABC Chinese and does not contain important news stories
such as the ABC’s own China correspondent fleeing the PRC in September 2020.%8

Former and current members of the ABC’s Chinese team have attended the GCLMF.?%2 Fang Teng,
a former member of SBS Mandarin and now executive producer of the ABC’s Chinese program,
reportedly attended the forum in 2011, 2013 and 2015.23

Attimes, the ABC has given a platform to united front figures without mentioning their connections
to the CCP. For example, a 2018 feature article about Henry Nan Hung Pan (&RFg5h),”** Honorary
Executive Director of the Sydney Chinese Australian Services Society (CASS, TEA BRZ51), did not
mention Pan’s role as an honorary adviser to the ACPPRC, nor that CASS is an Overseas Chinese
Service Centre (XEBNT/0)) accredited by the UFWD’s Overseas Chinese Affairs Office in 2015.28°

Cooperation between ABC’s Chinese-language and English-language journalists means these
omissions can affect ABC’s English-language coverage t00.% For instance, a 2019 ABC Chinese article
covered Chinese community attitudes towards the Foreign Influence Transparency Scheme. It quoted
Peter Yu (B8758), editor of Pacific Media Group’s Pacific Times, who said it seemed like the Australian
Government was ‘doubting the loyalty and belongingness of the Chinese community’.?®" Later, the
material was included in an English-language ABC News article. However, it didn’t mention that Yu

has also been a senior member of the media professionals committee of the United Front’s Jiangsu
Overseas Exchange Association, his newspaper is closely connected to the UFWD and that he himself
may have been a Chinese state media employee.?®

k)

Australian Chinese Daily is a Chinese-language newspaper headquartered in Sydney. It is a paid

Australian Chinese Daily (72

newspaper published every Thursday. In 2009, it reportedly had a circulation of 25,000 copies.?®

The outlet’s website says the newspaper was founded in 1987 by Sandra Lau (XlIZ£1%), an entrepreneur
who immigrated from Hong Kong, who is currently the newspaper’s president.?? However, other
sources state that it was established by Luo Bin (Z %), the founder of the Hong Kong Daily News

(B BHIR). 2" The Australian Chinese Daily initially operated as the Australian edition of the Hong

Kong Daily News,*** but now produces its own content for its website and nationally- distributed
newspaper.?®




Australian Chinese Daily is owned by a company called EJW No. 1 Pty Ltd.?** EJW No. 1 is owned by
Hong Kong immigrants Hei Ying Elizabeth Law, Joseph Kam Ming Law and Wharton Wah Ming Law,
who each own a third of the company.?®

The outlet appears to have long established links with media outlets in Hong Kong and mainland
China. During an interview in 2009, then Editor-in-Chief Wu Huiquan (RE#X)** stated that the outlet
maintained a good, cooperative relationship with Hong Kong Daily News and Ta Kung Pao (R/A3R).%

He also said the newspaper uses sources tailormade by CNS and Xinhua News Agency.?*®

Articles on the Australian Chinese Daily website often do not diligently indicate whether they are
republished from external outlets. The outlet’s articles often state that they are based on a mix of
sources when they are primarily copied from a single outlet. For example, an Australian Chinese Daily
article on Shenzhen being the first city to achieve full 5G coverage appears to be primarily adapted
from Hong Kong’s Wen Wei Po.?*® Some articles are directly republished from Hong Kong or Taiwanese
outlets, but without attribution.3%

Some articles appear to have been edited to remove politically sensitive content. For example, a
report on the Beidaihe Meeting—China’s annual informal leaders meeting held in the seaside town
of Beidaihe—was republished from the Epoch Times, but with text criticising the Hong Kong National
Security Law and the Chinese government’s handling of the Covid-19 pandemic removed.3%

The outlet has also published a number of articles in 2020 promoting the work of the Chinese
government and United Front organisations in Australia. These include:

+ A piece featuring statements from the Chinese Consulate on the Chinese government’s successful
response to Covid-19.%%2

+ A message from the Chinese Consul-General addressing overseas Chinese and Chinese international
students, outlining the support available from the Consulate during the pandemic.%

+ Anarticle on United Front groups raising money for the epidemic response in Wuhan.3%

+ Astatement from the ACPPRC condemning a speech made by Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen,
reiterating the ‘one China principle’ and expressing support for the passing of the National Security
Law in Hong Kong.3%

Representatives from Australian Chinese Daily attended the UFWD-run GCLMF four times over the
period from 2003 to 2009, and once more in 2013.3% They have not attended since 2013. Itis also a
member of the Global Chinese Media Cooperation Union (tHFR{ESEREVERX EE) established by CNS
in order to promote collaboration between overseas Chinese-language media and mainland Chinese
media to enhance the overall influence of overseas Chinese-language media.*%’

Australian Chinese Newspaper Group (F2 A I #z I/ ££ )

Australian Chinese Newspaper Group (ACNG) is a media company headquartered in Adelaide. It was
founded in 2008 and focuses on the Chinese-speaking audiences of South Australia and Canberra. It is

solely owned and directed by Liu Yu (XlIZ), a property developer from Tianjin.3%®

ACNG publishes the newspaper Adelaide Chinese News (P& 312 #K), which was founded in 2007
predating ACNG’s establishment and Australia Canberra Chinese Weekly (BRI Hz).2%° The first
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issue of Australia Canberra Chinese Weekly coincided with Chinese Premier Li Kegiang’s visit to Australia
in May 2017.%1% Both newspapers are free publications that are issued weekly each Friday. Adelaide

Chinese News has claimed a circulation of 4,000 copies per week, distributed from more than 40
channels, while Australia Canberra Chinese Weekly has a claimed circulation of 6,000 copies per week
distributed from more than 50 channels.3"!

ACNG has also expanded into new media offerings, including the XinAdelaide (H7BU/&E3E /=)
WeChat account.®*? The account posts six days per week. In 2017, it claimed a reach of more than
12,000 people.®* The WeChat account is registered to Tianjin Information Port Broadband Internet
Joint-Stock Ltd (KE1E B BT S MERNAR/AE]).2 Liu Yu is the Tianjin company’s general

manager and a board director.?!®

In 2018 under a cooperation agreement with Australian Golden Sail Investment Group, a property
development company based in Perth, ACNG also created the XinMelbourne (F22/R7) and
XinSydney (#7&E) WeChat accounts.** ACNG has also claimed that it signed an agreement with
WeChat parent company Tencent to become the app’s ‘exclusive agent’ in South Australia.®’

ACNG also owned Adelaide Chinese Radio (FIJ#E3{EP I EBA), a guide for Chinese visitors to
South Australia, which has since closed down. They also own Stay in Australia, a real estate magazine

(B g >

ACNG has several links to Chinese state media. In 2017, ACNG reported that it was cooperating closely
with Chinese media outlets Xinhua News Agency, People’s Daily, Guangming Daily, CCTV, China Radio
International and Phoenix TV.3¥ Its XinAdelaide WeChat account has republished content from

the People’s Daily Overseas Chinese Network (A EH¥R/B4M).32° This could be the result of a
cooperation agreement signed by ACNG and the People’s Daily Overseas Chinese Network in 2017.32

ACNG also cooperates with Chinese state media in the advertising services it offers for Australian
businesses wishing to connect to businesses and consumers in China.?*

Representatives from ACNG also attended the CNS GCLMF in 2011, 2013, 2017 and 2019.32% It is also a
member of the ‘Global Chinese Media Cooperation Union’ (t(HFR1EXAE RS VERX BR) established by
CNS.** Additionally, in 2019, Chief Operations Officer at ACNG, Zhou Qingmei (BIEX18), took part in
the ‘Advanced Seminar for the Overseas Chinese Language Media’ (89MNESCIRIAS R ED) also
sponsored by CNS.32°

Further links to state media can be seen in the number of visits by representatives from the
above-mentioned outlets. In March 2018, the group was visited by representatives from CNS.
Discussions centred on ‘further strengthening cooperation, improving news quality, and enhancing
the influence of Chinese media overseas’.??° In July the same year, ACNG was visited by representatives
from CCTV. They discussed ‘strengthening news cooperation, plans to jointly carry out economic
activities ... and expand[ing] China’s influence in Australia’®*’

ACNG also has a number of links to the CCP’s united front system. Liu Yu was a member of the Tianjin
Hebei District People’s Political Consultative Conference in 2010.328 In 2017, Liu Yu met with a deputy
director of the Overseas Chinese Affairs Office in South Australia.®?° In 2019, ACNG held an event for
the Mid-Autumn Festival together with CCP-linked organisations, including the All-China Federation of

Returned Overseas Chinese.33°




Australian Red Scarf (EMLISHE)

‘\

Australian Red Scarf (BUMZISNE) is a popular WeChat news account targeting Chinese students and
young professionals in Australia. It is owned and operated by Fancy Media Pty Ltd (Z2{& ), a social
media marketing company.®*! The outlet was founded in April 2016 and claimed to have accumulated
more than 200,000 followers within three years.3%

Fancy Media also manages an informational website with the same English name (Australian Red

Scarf) but slightly different Chinese name (&

£]90M). This website provides Chinese international
students with practical information on coming to and living in Australia such as registering for a TFN

number and local property listings.**?

The Australian Red Scarf WeChat account’s style is provocative, using click-bait headlines and topics
geared towards its young adult audience. Articles are often punctuated by funny gifs and internet
memes. Many articles from Australian Red Scarf have been subsequently re-posted by Chinese
online portals such as Sohu. It has also been accused by a senior media lecturer at the University of
Adelaide of using sensationalist headlines, spreading nationalist rhetoric, and being a disseminator of
fake news.33*

Nathan Wu3*® is the managing director of Fancy Media and one of the company’s co-founders

(Figure 7).2% He is a graduate of the University of Sydney and has been a trainee journalist and editor
for two months at Caijing Magazine.®3” Wu is also the sole director of Wu Consultant Pty Ltd, which
owns a 34% stake in the company—Wu previously held these shares in his own name.>*® He has been
invited to speak at conferences and events, including the 2018 Conference on International Exchange
of Professionals’ run by China’s State Administration of Foreign Experts Affairs (EZRINE T X fF).3*°

Figure 7: The ownership structure of Australian Red Scarf

Nathan Wu
100%
Wu Consultant Steve Yuan Shao Yun All other shareholders
34% 37% 24% 5%

Australian

Red Scarf

Steve Yuan®¥is a ‘senior strategy director’ and another co-founder of Fancy Media Consulting >
He is a graduate of Monash University and the University of Sydney.3*? Yuan has a 37% stake in the
company.3* Australian Red Scarf’s WeChat news account is registered to a China-based company
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called Shanghai Youpan Asset Management Co. Ltd (L8R HE BB R/AE)) of which Yuan
holds a 20% stake.*** Yuan was a non-executive director from July 2015 to February 2017 of Dynasty
Resources Ltd, a mining resource exploration company.*** Prior to his role at Fancy Media, Yuan was
a ‘social media consultant/partnership developer’ for Tencent’s Australian and New Zealand WeChat
team for over a year and is also currently a management consultant for EY in Hong Kong.>*®

Fancy Media has a third director, Shao Yun, who holds a 24% stake in the company.*’ Yun and other
shareholders are not featured on the company website. 348

Based on the sourcing of its news articles and information from Fancy Media Consulting, the

platform bears all the hallmarks of a social media content marketing company rather than a news
media organisation. The company claims to specialise in ‘Chinese marketing analysis, social media
management and comprehensive online marketing planning’,>* they provide services including ‘digital
media experts ranging from Design, Copywriting & Editing, IT to Translation’.**® Brands partner with
Fancy Media to have their products integrated into the content and advertising of the Australian Red
Scarf platform. Their website claims to have partnered with more than 200 brands.®** Job ads claim
Australian Red Scarf has worked with major Australian and international entities, including Westpac,
Westfield, UGG, Bank of China, Taobao and the Australian Treasury.>

News articles on Australian Red Scarf are often sourced from news sites both in English and Chinese
and then packaged into a style likely to attract more views. This click-bait style has become a major
component of Australian Red Scarf’s popularity, but has also drawn increased scrutiny as the platform
has been used to spread fake news and publish private or identifying information about individuals on
the internet. Cases of ‘doxxing’ by or unreliable reporting on Australian Red Scarf include the following:

« In 2017, an IT lecturer at the University of Sydney used an image of a map in a PowerPoint
presentation showing China’s claimed territory as part of India, this was then posted on Australian
Red Scarf with imagery from the popular Chinese movie Wolf Warrior 2.3 The lecturer subsequently
issued an apology for the mistake, and for any offence that might have been caused.®*

+ In 2016, a 26-year-old tutor at the University of Sydney’s business school had his social media
history, photos, personal email and LinkedIn profile posted on Australian Red Scarf after business
school students in a WeChat group found videos of him burning his Chinese passport and
extinguishing the flames in a toilet bowl.**> This prompted an official university investigation,
after which the tutor subsequently resigned.**®

+ In 2016, Australian Red Scarf published an article sourced primarily from Chinese-language sources
making claims of Islamic State (IS) terrorist threats on Australian cities.*” No comments from
Australian police were included in the article despite Victoria Police Chief Commissioner Graham
Ashton describing the threats as ‘propaganda’®*®




Auwe News (M #R)

Auwe News is a WeChat account and website that publishes Australian news, real estate, investment
information, celebrity news, and health-related articles for Chinese-Australians. The Auwe News
account claims to have more than 250,000 followers.*° According to Aoweibang, an Australian WeChat
aggregator website, this account was the sixth most popular WeChat Official Account in Australia in
2019. It received more than 16 million article views and 37,000 likes.3°

Auwe News appears to be run by Newpoint Migration and Education, an immigration and education
consultancy.*®* Newpoint was established in 2003 and is headquartered in Melbourne, sharing

an address with Auwe News.*? Auwe News was founded and run by Michelle Zhang, Newpoint’s
marketing manager.

The Auwe News WeChat account is registered to Qingdao Newpoint Information Consulting Co. Ltd
(BEIFELEEZBBRAT), the Qingdao branch of Newpoint.3%* The Newpoint Australia website
describes this business as providing immigration and study abroad consultations for mainland
clients.®** However, an online business listing for Qingdao Newpoint Information Consulting states
that it is responsible for the media business of Newpoint Migration and Education.*®® According to
this listing, Qingdao Newpoint reportedly carries out ‘media services of cooperative partners in
mainland China, connecting them with Australian resources, in order to provide customers with

the highest quality and quick overseas media services ...[and] has established long term, stable
media cooperation relationships with many large multinational companies in mainland China and
Australia’.3%®

Content on the Auwe News website and WeChat account is primarily local Australian news and
information related to immigration and studying in Australia. There is also a section dedicated to
China-related news which features articles mainly republished from Chinese state media.®®
However, these articles do not appear to feature on the Auwe News WeChat account.

CBRLife ({E45E)

CBRLife is a media outlet that produces bilingual news about Canberra through its magazine and
WeChat account. A product of CBR Inforport Pty Ltd, CBRLife was founded in 2016 by its current
president Joe Yan.**® Its primary audience is Canberra’s Chinese-speaking community, but its bilingual
content means it is also accessible to English-speaking audiences. CBRLife claims their platform
provides information to more than 100,000 followers in 2020.%° CBRLife also launched an app in
August 2020 which claimed to have received 1.2 million views in a month.3"

JoeYan is the current director and secretary of the company and its sole shareholder.>™ He moved to
Australia in 2010 and studied at the University of Canberra. According to a profile about Yan, he began
posting car-related news on WeChat to the Chinese speaking community in Canberra while working as
a car salesman. The popularity of these posts led to the development of CBRLife.3"

CBRLife covers local Canberra issues, including politics. Ahead of the 2020 ACT legislative assembly
election, it produced cover stories on ACT Liberals leader Alistair Coe,*”® ACT Labor’s Deepak-Raj
Gupta®™ and independent candidate Dr Fuxin Li (Z=&7#).37
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CBRLife’s WeChat account (CBRLife¥#4E &) is registered to China-based company Guizhou Zhongjian
Xingda Construction Consulting Management (B2 N2 AEZAZ W EIRBRAE). This
company is 99% owned by ‘Guizhou Zhongjian Xingda Construction Group’ (SR WP IGARIR (&
) BBR/AE)) and 1% owned by its executive director, Liu Xiaoging (XJ/)\55).3"" The exact nature of
the relationship between CBRLife and the China-based company is unclear.

ChinaNet (fEM{EIREEH])

Founded in 1998, ChinaNet (Australia) Pty Ltd (fERE R EEH]) is the publisher of Australian Chinese
Times (BAFLATHR), the oldest Chinese-language newspaper in Western Australia, according to the
2014 Yearbook of Chinese in Australia.*™ The newspaper is distributed free and published twice a week.
It has a claimed circulation of more than 12,000 per issue.®™

Australian Chinese Times is also available online at www.myactimes.com.au (B23M), one of the
earliest overseas Chinese language media websites, launched in 1999.2%° The outlet’s content includes
local, national, and international news, migration advice, as well as classified advertising. In addition,
ChinaNet operates WeChat accounts actimes and sisterliaol23 (F8821#48), a Youtube channel ACT
Media (ACT JBM), a Facebook account, and ACT Times magazine (ACTES1Y) 28

ChinaNet’s founder, Edward Zhang (Zhang Ye 5K %¥), arrived in Perth 1994 as a PhD student at Curtin
University.®®? According to business registration records, he is a director, secretary and the sole
shareholder of the company.®** Another director of the company is Zhang’s daughter, Zhang Jiankai

BT

Before coming to Australia, Edward Zhang lectured at Shenzhen University and was the director of the
university’s foreign affairs office.?® In 2019, he was awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM)
‘for service to the Chinese community of Western Australia’, including running ACT.%*¢ He has been a
member of the Multicultural Advisory Group of the Western Australian Government.*®’

Zhang has extensive links to the CCP’s united front system. He is an honorary chairman of the WA
branch of the ACPPRC and a member of at least five China-based United Front groups, according
to The Australian.®®® Since 2005, Zhang has attended most sessions of CNS’s GCLMF. ‘| can’t hide
my excitement whenever | receive an invitation,” he wrote in a 2016 article about the forum.*®
Australian Chinese Times is also a member of the United Front system’s Global Chinese Media
Cooperation Union.%

ChinaNet outlets censor content that might be frowned on by the CCP. According to Edward Zhang, its
outlets have ‘four unprintables’ they do not publish: content on Falun Gong, information on Taiwanese
independence, ‘splittist’ language, and any criticism of the Chinese government. However, ChinaNet’s

website is inaccessible in China, even after Zhang complained in a 2015 article for CNS that PRC-based

viewers can’t access ‘patriotic websites’ like his due to China’s restrictions of ‘sensitive words’.3%

ChinaNet outlets frequently republish articles from CCP-owned media such as CNS and the Global
Times. For example, in January 2019, ChinaNet’s website republished a CNS article that quotes
prominent united front-linked figures who praised Xi Jinping’s speech about Taiwan.** In February,
the website republished a Global Times article attacking the Australian government’s decision to
cancel a visa for United Front-linked Chinese political donor Huang Xiangmo.2** In July, it republished



http://www.myactimes.com.au
http://www.myactimes.com.au
http://www.myactimes.com.au

another article from the Global Times that supported the PRC consulate’s response to pro-Beijing
students after they assaulted a group of University of Queensland students who were protesting the
Chinese government’s suppression of democracy and the university’s ties to the CCP.3%*

ChinaNet has a prominent presence in the Chinese community in Perth and has been involved in
political advocacy and organising community events:

+ In 2013, when ChinaNet owner Edward Zhang’s close associate Pierre Yang, now a WA Labor MP,
ran in a city council election, the Australian Chinese Times praised Yang, writing, ‘Hot Chinese blood
courses through the veins of this refined and cultured-looking, handsome man.*%

+ In 2015, when Zhang himself stood for a city council election, the Australian Chinese Times published
a statement in which he urged people to vote for him.3%

+ In July 2016, just before the ICC International Court of Arbitration ruling on the South China Sea
dispute was announced, ChinaNet’s website published a declaration ‘resolutely’ supporting

Beijing’s territorial claims was signed by more than 30 community organisations, including
ChinaNets newspaper.®?’

+ In October 2020, WA Today reported that the Australian Chinese Times was promoting two
candidates in the city of Perth elections, including the paper’s own marketing and public
relations manager.®*®

Chinese News Tasmania ($&8J11EAR)

Founded in 2009, Chinese News Tasmania (3 MIEAIR), is a monthly Chinese-language magazine
based in Hobart. Its publisher and editor-in-chief is Tang Yongbei (X 1k), who worked as a journalist
in China before migrating to Australia in 1996.3%n 2014, most members of the Chinese News Tasmania
production team were Chinese students at the University of Tasmania.*®®

The magazine’s WeChat account of the same name was launched in 2014, and, according Tang,
received more than 250,000 hits a month in China that year.** Free copies of Chinese News Tasmania
are distributed locally but circulation numbers are unknown %2

A prominent Chinese community figure, Tang transformed herself from a housewife to a well-known
member of the local Chinese community, according to a CNS article about her.*%® She has also been a
correspondent for SBS Radio Mandarin, president of the Chinese Cultural Society of Tasmania (FM3Z
152%) and a board member of the Multicultural Council of Tasmania. %

Chinese News Tasmania was among the first member organisations of the Tasmanian branch of the
ACPPRC, established in 2017.4% Tang Yongbei was appointed treasurer of the group that year.*%® Her
appointment was current as of 11 August 2020, even though she told the Hobart Mercury in 2018 that
she had quit the position in late 2017.4°" In 2018, she was appointed an overseas council member of
the United Front’s All-China Federation of Returned Overseas Chinese.*?® Tang denied being linked to
the CCP.4%9

Since 2011, Tang Yongbei has attended four sessions of CNS’s GCLMF,*% which she described in an
essay as ‘life changing’.*! Her magazine is listed as a member of the CNS-affiliated Global Chinese
Media Cooperation Union ((EFREE S ERXER), which supports sharing of CNS content and
reports produced by other members.#!2
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Tang told the Hobart Mercury in 2018 that she would never write anything critical of the CCP, stating:
‘'m not a critical person, | never criticise’*** Chinese News Tasmania’s articles posted to WeChat
include local, national and international news, as well as classified ads. It does not seem to cover
‘sensitive’ topics such as pro-democracy demonstrations in Hong Kong or the Chinese government’s

human rights abuses in Xinjiang.

Chinese News Tasmania was involved in Tang’s 2018 political campaign. In 2018, she used the
magazine as well as the Tasmanian Chinese Network website (#WEA M) to attract votes from
Chinese students.*™ The relationship between the website and Tang’s magazine is unclear. When
Tang was criticised for encouraging Chinese international students to register and vote for her, the
website published a response from Chinese News Tasmania defending her.**® In September 2018, the
Mercury reported that the Tasmanian Chinese Network republished a Chinese News Tasmania article
urging ethnic Chinese people to vote for Tang.**® Tang did not win a seat in the 2018 Hobart City

Council election. "’

Epoch Times (KL oY R)

The Epoch Times is a Falun Gong-linked Chinese-language news outlet, founded in the year 2000 in the
United States. The outlet was initially comprised of a free printed Chinese-language newspaper and
website.*® In 2003, it launched an English website and an English-language print edition. Epoch Times
is one outlet under what is now named the Epoch Media Group, which also includes New Tang Dynasty
Television (NTDTV, #E A E) .40

The Epoch Times was launched in Australia in 2001 in Sydney where it publishes a daily
Chinese-language newspaper.*® A Melbourne branch was established in 2003, a Brisbane branch

in 2009, a Perth branch in 2010, and an Adelaide branch in 2012. A Chinese-language newspaper

is published weekly in these capital cities, as well as in Tasmania, Canberra, and other areas in
Queensland. Each paper publishes local news as well as national and some international news stories.
An English version of the Epoch Times was first published in Australia in 2004.

Epoch Times has branches in 35 countries and content published in 21 languages.**! Publishing content
in Chinese, English and other languages appears to be driven by a desire to reach both Chinese
diaspora communities, to expand the reach of the outlet to non-Chinese speaking audiences and
enhance the international profile of the outlet.*??

The Australian edition of Epoch Times is one of the only Chinese-language media outlets whose weekly
publication’s distribution figures have been audited by the Audited Media Association of Australia.**®
The outlet states that it has a weekly circulation of more than 95,000.

Epoch Times is registered as a not-for-profit organisation in Australia. Australian Epoch Times Ltd,

the parent company of the Australian edition, is listed on the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits
Commission (ACNC) website which states that over 96% of the organisation’s income comes from
goods and services (which can include the sale of items, subscription fees, or corporate sponsorship or
partnership revenue).***




At least three directors of the Australian Epoch Times or its branch offices are known to be directly
associated with Falun Gong.**> In an interview with the ABC, the editor at the Epoch Times in Perth,
Wade Zhong, stated he also practices and became involved with the Epoch Times in order to ‘counter
the anti-Falun Gong narrative being pushed in other Chinese media’*?® Representatives from Epoch
Times and NTDTV often attend Falun Gong rallies and events.*?!

Ben Hurley, a former Falun Gong practitioner involved in the establishment of the English version of the
Epoch Times in Australia, said that they have ‘a few token non-Falun Gong practitioners that they point
to every time, but those people are outside the fortress. They’re not a part of the organisation’*2®

With regard to content published by the Epoch Times, Hurley has also said the editorial code was
informed by a conference call with the head office of the Epoch Times in New York.*? It outlined that
staff ‘should report positively on public figures who had spoken positively of Falun Gong’, and ‘avoid
positive coverage of people who had spoken badly of Falun Gong or were seen as too close to the
Chinese government’.*3°

While the outlet’s coverage in Australia encompasses a broad range of mostly local and national news,
there is a strong anti-CCP line in reporting; for instance, references to ‘the CCP threat’ and descriptions
of Covid-19 as ‘the CCP virus’.** Coverage of Falun Gong is positive, including articles on the success

of Falun Gong rallies in exposing the ‘truth’ about the CCP, expressions of support for Falun Dafa from
Australian politicians, and calls to the Australian government to stop the persecution of practitioners
by the Chinese government.**?

According to reporting in The Sydney Morning Herald, CCP authorities have sought to put pressure on
outlets such as Epoch Times in Australia by threatening their advertisers. John Xiao at Epoch Times in
Melbourne has said that ‘major Australian companies in the pharmaceutical and tourism sectors’ have
withdrawn from advertising agreements out of concern that the content produced by the Epoch Times
is ‘too political’**

The original Epoch Times was established by John Tang (&) and a number of other Falun Gong
practitioners who fled to the US. The Epoch Times states that it continues to ‘speak out for all
disadvantaged people in mainland China’ and that it ‘speaks for Falun Gong practitioners who are
suffering from the most insidious and cruel persecution in human history’*** Falun Gong founder Li
Hongzi visited the New York office of the Epoch Times in 2009 and encouraged the organisation to
‘become a regular enterprise’, ‘cement its position in ordinary society’, and ‘increase the credibility of
the outlet’** The outlet has come under increased scrutiny in the United States following its rising
profile in right-wing, conservative media and its active ad buying on social media platforms promoting
conspiracy theories and praising US President Donald Trump.*%®

Despite the alignment of Epoch Times with the objectives of Falun Gong, and its numerous links to the
group, the outlet has denied that it is directly linked to Falun Gong.**"
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Media Today Group (5 Hf&#EEH)

Media Today Group (5 BfEE&H]) is one of Australia’s most influential Chinese-language media
companies. The company was officially registered in 2012 by Chinese international students, Zhang
Dapeng (Roc Zhang) and Chen Ming (Stan Chen).**® It is best known for its website Sydney Today

(5 HZBJE), which was originally set up as a Weibo account in April 2010 by Zhang, an undergraduate
in data mining at UTS at the time.**° The website now claims an audience in the hundreds

of thousands.*4°

According to the company’s website, it received a first round of investment in 2011 and launched its
website Sydney Today that year.*! Between 2014 and 2016, the company expanded rapidly, launching
regional outlets, as well as its Australia Today news app.**? Both Sydney Today’s WeChat account and
Australia Today app are registered to a China-based company Nanchang Pandacheer Technology Co.
Ltd (FEMEATRITBARTIERT)).** Several sources describe Sydney Today as a subsidiary of
China-based company Nanchang Pandacheer Technology Co. Ltd (FA&ME AT RHE B R RIEAS). ?
Stan Chen is listed as a shareholder and executive director of the company.*** In 2018, Chinese state

media ranked Sydney Today 8th on its list of the 30 most influential overseas Chinese-language new
media outlets.**

Media Today has three directors—founders Roc Zhang and Stan Chen, as well as CEO Yu Tianchen.
There are six shareholders apart from the founders: Yu Tianchen and editor-in-chief Ma Xiaolong also
have shares in the company. Business records show that a Texas-based company ‘Selene Holding Inc’
is also a shareholder.*4®

Stan Chen and at least one former shareholder of the company have been members of United Front
organisations. Stan Chen was a vice-president of the ACPPRC between 2016 and late 2018.**" This
organisation is closely linked to the China Council for the Promotion of Peaceful National Reunification
(PEFFEZR—{RIH=), which is run by the UFWD.*48

Zhang Sangiang (5k =5&), a former shareholder and a director of the company between 2012 and
2014, has been a delegate to two China-based organisations run by the UFWD.**° Media Today’s
editor-in-chief Ma Xiaolong (Martin Ma, 5/)\£) was previously a Sydney-based correspondent for the

People’s Daily, the official newspaper of the Chinese Communist Party.*?

As the company’s reach and audience have grown, so have its ties to the Chinese Government.
The company once required applicants for its China-based positions to ‘love China” and be loyal
to the party, according to The Australian.**! Stan Chen and Chen Limiao (FREFES), Media Today’s
editor-in-chief, have attended the GCLMF and, in 2016, Stan Chen attended a ‘high-level training
course’ for overseas Chinese-language media run by the Overseas Chinese Affairs Office.*? At a
banquet celebrating Sydney Today’s 5 birthday that same year, Stan Chen said that ‘Sydney Today
will do its best to tell the China Story well, and to tell the story of Chinese in Australia well >3




Figure 8: (R-L) Stan Chen, Huang Xiangmo and Ernest Wong in 2016 at Sydney Today’s 5th anniversary banquet

Sydney Today 5th Anniversary Bam;uet

iHs 508 05 PAC

ALY ppp - ACCESS
LA )

ﬂnhcx',=w4-i . &

£ = on Y
n-—.-m._ﬂ_
RS .
= Lle)
pree ) W B

Source: SHEESHERBE PRBESE S LR’ [Sydney Today 5th anniversary celebration banquet: Chinese and Australian politicians and elites
attended to congratulatel, Sydney Today, 17 March 2016, online.

Under the motto ‘speaking for 1.2 million Chinese in Australia, Sydney Today and its outlets have
published articles and interviews about individuals and organisations linked to the PRC’s United Front
system, thereby amplifying their voices and raising their profiles.*** For example, in 2011, Melbourne
Today, republished a CNS interview of William Chiu, the founding chairman of the ACPPRC, about

the organisation’s role in Australia.**> A 2016 article praised the ACPPRC president Huang Xiangmo

for building an influential connections in Australia’s political and social upper class.**® The property
developing Yuhu Group, once chaired by Huang Xiangmo, has been an important advertiser for Media
Today Group.*’ Sydney Today also publishes regular columns by the Chinese embassy in Australia.**®

Media Today Group outlets at times blur the line between reporting and advocacy. In 2014, the
company’s outlets published an open letter from John Zhang to Chinese community leaders and
ethnic Chinese living in Australia, calling on them to join a petition to influence the Australian
government foreign policies regarding China and Japan. ‘We will have dignity and face only when China
is strong,” wrote John Zhang in the letter, ‘your participation and support will further increase the
Chinese community’s power and influence.** In February 2019, Media Today Group outlets extensively
covered the case of Huang Xiangmo’s permanent residency being cancelled and exclusively published
Huang’s statement.*®® In September 2019, Sydney Today published Huang’s statement in response to
an inquiry by the Independent Commission Against Corruption about improper political donations.*®!

Media Today Group’s reaction to another Australian Security Intelligence Organisation (ASIO)
investigation changed noticeably in June 2020. After learning Shaoquett Moselmane’s staffer John
Zhang was under investigation by ASIO, Media Today Group issued a statement saying it removed all
of their columns in order to ‘minimise their potential negative impact on Australian society, according
to a statement posted on Media Today Group’s website. It also declared that ‘column writers for Media
Today, an Australia-based media organisation, must first safeguard Australia’s core values.*®?
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Media Today Group is an effective mobilising force within Australia’s Chinese diaspora. In early January
2020, through its Australia Today app, the company claimed to have raised thousands of dollars for
bushfire recovery efforts.*®3 In late January, Media Today Group played a role in the establishment of
the Wuhan Anti-epidemic Preparatory Committee, alongside United Front groups such as the Australia
China Economics Trade and Culture Association and the ACPPRC.*¢* Through this committee, a large
quantity of PPE was sourced and exported to China.*®®

Media Today Group has organised or co-organised events attended by Australian politicians and
Chinese officials. At a 2015 investment forum, the Australian chief representative of the China Council
for the Promotion of International Trade, a United Front organisation, was invited to give closing
remarks on the bright future of Australia-China trade relations.*®

Melbourne WelLife (2&/RAH & 7E)

Melbourne Welife is a WeChat account run by Lion Media Group, a Chinese-language digital and
marketing agency. Lion Media Group’s website claims that Melbourne WeLife has more than 210,000
followers.**” Aoweibang, an Australian WeChat aggregator website, ranked Melbourne WelLlife the sixth
most popular Australian WeChat account in 2019, having received more than 17 million article reads
and 30,000 likes on its posts that year.*®

Lion Media Group was founded in 2010 by brothers Leo Lian and Vincent Lian in Melbourne.*®® Aside
from Melbourne Welife, the group runs WeLife.com.au—which both publish news content—as well as a
number of WeChat and Weibo accounts, including New Perth GRE#4E5E), MelFun and 510z.47°

Melbourne WeLife mainly publishes lifestyle and local news content aimed at the Chinese community
in Melbourne. Articles published are usually compiled using sources from Australian news outlets.

“"I While Melbourne WelLife does not appear to toe any overtly party-political line with regard to
Australian politics, the outlet drew attention during the 2019 Australian federal election campaign for
posting misleading content. An article critical of the Australian Labor Party’s ‘medevac’ policy—which
allowed asylum seekers and refugees held in offshore detention to be transferred to Australia for
medical care—was accompanied by a photo of then Labor leader, Bill Shorten, with a made-up quote

saying ‘green cards for all refugees’*’?

Lion Media Group claims to have an office in Beijing and was connected to Chinese company n+media
ERBREEERZAREAT). Its Melbourne Welife account is still registered to n+media, but

the Beijing-based company was deregistered in 2019 and was reportedly ‘responsible for building

new media communication channels based on the Australian head office’*”® A Chinese business
information website listed several recruitment ads for roles at the company, including a new media
English-to-Chinese translation, a new media operations editor, and a WeChat operation editor.*™ This
could indicate that n+media was involved in operating and preparing content for the Melbourne Wel ife
and other Lion Media Group accounts. However, no link between the owners of n+media and Lion
Media Group could be identified.

Managing Director Leo Lian holds a 54% share in Lion Media Group. Melbourne-based company Edu
Pathways Group holds a 36% share.*” EPS Edu Pathways Group (BI&# B K& M) consists of
EPS Education Consulting, EPS Migration and EPS Media, and has offices in Melbourne and Nanjing.




The EPS website states that Lion Media Group is ‘a brand that belongs to the EPS group’ and lists
Melbourne WeLife as its WeChat account.*

Lion Media Group also has commercial dealings with several Chinese companies. According to the
EPS website, Lion Media Group is the official digital media partner of AirMedia (fiZE1& %), ‘the largest
Chinese air travel digital media group’.*’" The company claims to have run marketing campaigns for
prominent Chinese companies such as Huawei, Alibaba, DiDi Chuxing, and Union Pay.*’®

Nan Hai Culture and Media Group (B AFIIIEE3{EE IR L)

See case study on page 22.

New Impressions Media (FiEN (&)

New Impressions Media is a Chinese-language media and marketing agency founded in 2011 by

Elvis Lin.*" It is headquartered in Sydney, Australia. It offers WeChat and Weibo account operation
and management services, content creation services, event planning, and leverages its local media
resources and relationships with media partners, to help clients ‘reach specific Chinese communities
across Australia’*®°

The company operates the Sydney Impression (F&EEIZR) WeChat and Weibo accounts. Sydney
Impression began operating in 2014 and publishes local and lifestyle news targeted at the Chinese
community in Sydney, appearing to focus on recent Chinese migrants and younger Chinese people in
Australia. The Sydney Impression WeChat account, along with New Impressions Media’s other account,
Melbourne Youth Club (Z2/RAS F1EKER), reportedly has more than 500,000 followers.* New
Impressions Media also has a website and a news app called Australian Impression (EMNEDZR) with a
claimed 40,000+ active daily users.*8?

New Impressions Media appears to be closely linked to a company in China called Shenzhen Longton
Network Technology Co. Ltd (RIIIBAEM SR BBR/AE]).48 The majority shareholder in New
Impressions Media, Zheng Yuancong (XBJRES), is an executive at this firm.*84 Zheng Yuancong holds a
60% share in the company, a Cong Benliang holds a 20% share, and New Impressions Media CEO and
founder Lin Feng owns the remaining 20% share.*>

In 2018, a number of Chinese language media outlets in Sydney, including the New Impressions CEO
Lin Feng, were invited by the Sydney branch of Xinhua News Agency to meet with the head of the
Propaganda Department of the Zhuhai Municipal Committee of the CCP, Long Guangyan (Jg] 8).45

Business information records list the address of Zheng Yuancong and Cong Benliang as a law firm
in Sydney called Longton Legal, which is located in the same building as New Impressions Media.
Longton Legal—and its Shanghai branch, Shanghai Longton Business Consulting Co. Ltd (_£/8
FRERSZ WA R /AE))*—appears to fall within the same group under Shenzhen Longton
Network Technology Co., as indicated by the high degree of overlap between the firms and New
Impressions Media.*®

Shenzhen Longton’s website states that it owns New Impressions Media, but it is not the direct
owner.*®? Still, the close links between New Impressions Media and Shenzhen Longton plus affiliates,
could indicate that these companies are involved in operating and preparing content for New
Impressions Media.
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The Sydney Impression WeChat account has previously drawn the attention of Australia’s
English-language media due to the notably nationalist tone of an article published on the platform.
Following a reportin The Sydney Morning Herald covering clashes between pro-Beijing and pro-Hong
Kong democracy protestors in Sydney in 2019, Sydney Impression published an article attacking one
of the authors of the article for ‘slandering China’.**° The article also criticised Western media for being
‘biased against China’**!

Sydney Impressions articles draw on content from both Australian and Chinese media, including a
number of Chinese state media outlets, such as People’s Daily, Xinhua, and CCTV.*? The Australian
Impression website also republishes articles from Chinese state media. An old version of the New
Impressions Media website also refers to a ‘cooperation section” between People’s Daily Online and
Australian Impression. “® This section appears on the Australia page of the People’s Daily website
where articles provided by New Impressions are posted.***

The current version of the New Impressions Media website no longer includes this information,
and the Chinese version of the site no longer exists. The Sydney Impression website is also
currently inaccessible.

Ostar (REEPFREEEH) and Global CAMG (FFEKE In E FRiE & £ )

Ostar Media Group (B2 EFRMEEER) and Global CAMG Media Group (EKH IR EPRME IR EEH]) are
two Australian companies which control a variety of Chinese-language newspapers, magazines, radio
stations, and produce content for television. Founder Tommy Jiang (ZJ5FK) is a member of several
organisation run by the UFWD and has been active in Australian politics.

Jiang and Global CAMG Media Group were critical in helping bring PRC state-owned China Radio
International (CRI) to Australia as part of Beijing’s ‘going out’ initiative to increase its soft power
globally.**> CRI partnering with local Chinese expatriate businessmen is a common method of
establishing the network in foreign media markets.**® In February 2020, the US Department of State
designated CRI as a ‘Chinese government functionary’, making it subject to similar rules as diplomats

stationed in the United States.**’

Formerly known as Radio Peking, CRl is a Chinese state-owned international radio broadcaster

based in Beijing. CRI broadcasts in 44 languages with a daily total of 2,700-plus programming hours.
According to its website, CR/ has nearly 70 overseas affiliate radio stations and 18 global internet radio
services, and receives 3 million pieces of audience feedback every year.*® According to Reuters, CR/
tries to appeal to three distinct audiences: first-generation Chinese immigrants with limited English
skills; second-generation Chinese curious about their ancestral homeland; and non-Chinese listeners

whom Beijing hopes to influence.*

In a 2011 interview with The Sydney Morning Herald, Jiang revealed that he shares broadcast time on
his radio channels with CRI and they help to train his staff.”® CR/ took over some of the shortwave radio
frequencies once used by the ABC in the Pacific region, following the broadcaster’s decision to end
shortwave services in January 2017.5%* CR/ works directly with Chinese officials to vet guests invited to
appear on its radio programs in order to assess whether they are acceptable to Beijing. Australians not
approved by the consulate-general are denied access to the Australian networks’ airwaves.”"




According to The Australian, CRI Australian Bureau Chief Li Dayong was among four Chinese journalists
who had their properties raided by ASIO on 26 June 2020.°%

Tommy Jiang has financial links to CRI through his Australian media companies (Figure 9). Global CAMG
Media provides Chinese-language content to Oceania, Asia and ‘countries along the Belt and Road’
through radio, television, print media, the internet, while also offering public relations consulting,
brand marketing and other services.”** Global CAMG Media Group is owned by two entities: the
Chinese company Guoguang Century Media Consultancy (60%), and the Australian company Ostar
Media Group (40%).>%

« Guoguang Century Media Consultancy Co. Ltd (Bl & EZ\ (3R ) BREAT) isa
Beijing-based company and a wholly owned subsidiary of China Radio International.>%® Because of
this, Global CAMG Media registered its relationship with CR/, which formally lasted from July 2013
to December 2018 but ceased in June 2020, on the Australian Government’s Foreign Influence
Transparency Scheme register.>%’

« Ostar Media Group Pty Ltd is an Australian media company also founded and owned by Tommy
Jiang through Tred Nominees Pty Ltd.

Global CAMG Media Group was previously owned by AIMG Holdings Pty Ltd (formerly ‘Austar
International Media Group Pty Ltd’). AIMG Holdings is itself owned by another Australian company,
Tred Nominees Pty Ltd with two shareholders, Tommy Jiang (90%) and his wife Fan Dandan SBF313)
(10%).°°® Guoguang Century Media Consultancy was previously a shareholder of AIMG Holdings.

Figure 9: Global CAMG Media Group’s ownership structure

mMarried
Tommy Jiang ----- Fan Dandan
9084 10%
POEE R A
100% L
Tred Nominees
10:0%
Guoguang Century '
Media Consultancy
40%

60%

Policy Brief: The influence environment: a survey of Chinese-language media in Australia



Jiang has been the director of AIMG Holdings since 2008; however, previous directors include:>%

. Pan Bangzhao aka ‘Ben Pan’ (&FBYE or sometimes ;&F1IR), the president of the Western Australian
Council for the Promotion of the Peaceful Reunification of China,*® and an executive vice-president
for its parent body, the ACPPRC.>!! He is also an ‘honorary president™™? and former president of the
Western Australia Fujian Association (FI/Bf@i2[E 2 =).°1

« Hong Quanlong (#5R7),a WA businessman, an ‘honorary president’ of the Western Australian
Business Association,®* and the chairman of the Association for the Promotion of Australia-China
Trade (BPE SR H=).%1° Hong was also previously executive vice-president of the Western

Australian Fujian Association under Pan Bangzhao.>'

. MaXibo (5P8)K), a prominent iron and steel magnate in China.”’

Global CAMG has been accused of presenting itself as a genuine Australian media outlet despite its
close ties to the Chinese Government. In 2012 at the National People’s Congress press conference

for foreign media, government officials repeatedly invited ‘assiduously softball” questions from a
young Australian woman, Andrea Yu,”*® who became ‘the face of the foreign correspondent who

says favorable things about China’. > Andrea Yu was in fact accredited to Jiang’s Global CAMG Media
Group and ‘not an independent foreign correspondent’ according to ABC China correspondent
Stephen McDonell.>?° Two years later another Global CAMG Media employee did the same at an official
press conference.®?!

Ostar Media Group Pty Ltd was established in 1994 by Tommy Jiang, and claims to be located in
more than 19 countries and to produce ‘more than 100 hours of daily programming, with a broadcast
coverage of about 100 million people and an effective audience of about 30 million’.>?? Ostar

Media owns Chinese language radio networks, weekly newspapers, lifestyle magazines, produces
television, translation and post-production services, and mobile apps.>?* Many of these media
outlets have their own associated WeChat account. The current director of Ostar Media is Liu Fei who
was appointed to that role in October 2019—Liu is also a director at Global CAMG Media Group.>%*
Previous directors of Ostar Media have included Jiang Han, Rebecca Xue Jiang, Lu Yusi, and Tommy
Jiang himself.>* The company has one radiocommunications licence,**® while Tommy Jiang holds 10
radiocommunications licences in his own name, according to the Australian Government’s Register of
Radiocommunications Licences.*?’

The company claims to cover metropolitan areas across New South Wales, Victoria, Western
Australia, Queensland and the Australian Capital Territory.>?® The company’s only shareholder

is Tred Nominees Pty Ltd, but was previously owned by Tommy Jiang personally.>*® Ostar Media
Group’s Chinese-language radio stations cover many Australian cities, but many may no longer be
broadcasting or broadcast on parts of the spectrum that many radios would be unable to pick up:>*°

. 3CW Australian Chinese Radio Station in Victoria (28 /RAICWBE AF LD [ HEEBA), which has
two channels: AM1341 and AM1620.5%!

. Muse Radio (3Ris) X AT &), based in Sydney on FM77.43.5%

. CRadio FM88 (183§ 2 7) and Canberra Chinese Radio Station AM1620 (IEIZHIP [ #EEEA) in the
Australian Capital Territory.

« Perth Chinese Radio FM104.9 (PR AN #REBA) and Perth Chinese Radio FM90.5 (PR A AL
[ HEEEE) in Western Australia.




Adelaide Chinese Radio AM1701 (PulfE3&fE=ch X [ #&BEA) in South Australia.

- Hobart Chinese Radio AM1674 (BEE4FH X #&EEES) in Tasmania.

« Brisbane Chinese Radio AM1629 (frEE 8P  #&EBA) in Queensland.

« Darwin Chinese Radio AM1701 (3A/RX S #&REER) in the Northern Territory.

Ostar Media Group has published at least two Chinese-language newspapers in Australia:

« Oriental Post (Z< 73 HB3R) in Western Australia, founded in 2001, is a weekly newspaper which claims
to ‘spread the positive energy of Chinese culture and patriotism’.>*?

« Oriental City News (R F3 &P 3R) in Canberra which has claimed a weekly distribution of ‘8,000 to
10,000’ copies.”* However, Oriental City News may no longer be active.

The company also publishes a magazine called BQ Weekly>*> in a joint venture with Beijing Youth

Daily Group, an organisation directly under the control of the Communist Youth League of China. BQ
Weekly is the in-flight magazine of China Southern Airlines.>* Ostar Media Group with Starlight Culture
Entertainment Group Ltd co-founded ‘Ostar International Entertainment’ which brands itself as a
global entertainment company involved in concerts, sports, special events and performance, movie
and TV drama production and investment.>*’

In recent years, Tommy Jiang’s business activities and political connections have received greater
scrutiny from the Australian media as he has been linked to Australian politicians and political
advisers.”*® Jiang is president of the Victoria Chinese Golf Association and honorary chairman of the
Australian International Golf Federation.”* A senior adviser to Victorian Premier Daniel Andrew was
presented with membership to one of Jiang’s golfing associations by Wang Zhenhai (E3#%8),°* a
businessman with ties to a suspected Chinese military intelligence operative.** Jiang, along with
casino magnate and alleged fugitive Jack Lam,>* helped develop ‘Twin Creeks’, a golf and country club
in Luddenham NSW.>*? Jiang was featured heavily in a 2019 ABC Four Corners episode ‘Interference’
which described his rise in Australia as having been directly ‘propelled by the Chinese government’.>*

Born in Liaoning, Tommy Jiang is a former soccer player who immigrated to Melbourne in the 1980s.
Before moving to Australia he was an organiser at the departmental branch of the Communist Youth
League of China at Beijing Institute of Sport (now known as Beijing Sport University).>* Since the late
1990s, he has been a major figure in Chinese-language radio in Australia. In 1999, his company AC
Media Group bought 3CW in Geelong, converting it into a Chinese-language radio station.>*® Jiang also
has historic business ties to Xiang Xiang (J#}]) the founder and president of Australia’s Huaxia Media
Group (BEAFILEBEEEEH). > Jiang received a ‘Multicultural Award for Excellence’ from the

Victoria State Government in 2007.%48

Tommy Jiang has several links to the UFWD. In 2019, he was listed as a member of the China Overseas
Friendship Association (F1E;89MNXIEZ), an organisation run by the UFWD.>* In 2011, he attended
the opening meeting of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference, the peak united front
forum.>*® Jiang s listed as a member of the honorary board of advisers at the Western Australian
chapter of the ACPPRC in 2011,>>! and is also the current president of the ‘Northeast China Association
of Australia’ (NP EZ1E[E £ %).552 He was also listed as a member of the UFWD’s China
Association for Preservation and Development of Tibetan Culture (PR X ERIFSEEINE)

in 2019.%%3
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Tommy Jiang also has business interests in China (Figure 10). He is the sole director and owner of
Beijing Shinuo International Culture and Media Company Ltd (Ab R EERR S EEEBRAT).>
According to a job advertisement from 2007, the company seeks to ‘become a link between China and
Australia for economic and cultural exchange’.>> It has been contracted by the Beijing Municipal Party
Committee Propaganda Department to promote exchanges and cooperation between Beijing media
and mainstream media in Hungary®>® and Bosnia and Herzegovina®®' in the lead up to the 2022 Beijing
Winter Olympics.

Tommy Jiang controls Beijing Shinuo Kaige Management Consulting Company Ltd (bRt & B E
BEEWBPR/AET) as a subsidiary of Global CAMG Media Group,*® and owns a real estate firm Beijing
Shinuo Yili Real Estate Brokerage (b RIEEER] B = E LB FRAE). > This latter company owns
an 8% stake in Jilin Province Kaiaosite Cross-border Supply Chain Company Lt (S5 & ERETIFE
B REEA PR/AE)). 50 This company’s general manager is Chen Yafang (BRHEF5), the Vice-Chairman
of the Federation of Overseas Chinese Associations and Vice-Chairman of the ‘Northeast China
Association of Australia’ (BN P EZRILEZ =) %6

Figure 10: Tommy Jiang’s businesses in China
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SBS Cantonese (SBSI Zif)

The Special Broadcasting Service (SBS) is a public broadcaster that serves Australia’s multicultural
communities in more than 60 languages other than English.*

The SBS Cantonese radio program currently broadcasts locally produced content seven days a week
for two hours in the morning.®® Its target audience is Australia’s Cantonese-speaking population of
more than 280,000 people.”®* The content is also accessible via the SBS website, podcasts, and mobile

apps. SBS Cantonese has its own Facebook and Instagram accounts but its Facebook account is the
more active platform.®®?




The SBS Viceland television channel broadcasts a daily 30-minute Cantonese ‘Hong Kong News’
segment from TVB, Hong Kong’s largest free-to-air broadcaster.”*® TVB is controlled by Li Ruigang
(223mMI), a PRC media tycoon and former deputy secretary-general of the Shanghai
Party Committee.®" In 2019, TVB was criticised by Hong Kong demonstrators for biased

pro-Beijing reporting.®

SBS Cantonese team members listed on the website are from Hong Kong and have been working for
SBS for many years. In addition, the team works with ‘correspondents’ based overseas and in various
Australian cities. %%

At least two of these correspondents have links to the CCP’s united front system:>™

. Sam Wong (EM#2), a former senior pharmacist working for the Australian Department of Health,
regularly appears on SBS Cantonese as its Canberra correspondent and as a commentator.>’ He
has been a member of united front groups, including the UFWD’s All-China Federation of Returned
Overseas Chinese (ACFROC).>"? As a correspondent for SBS Cantonese, Wong told SBS listeners that
ACFROC’s key functions include ‘looking after’ returned overseas Chinese and their relatives, as well
as ‘serving and helping’ overseas Chinese."

« Sam Wong has also been a member of the Guangdong Overseas Exchange Association, which is
the same united front organisation with which Liberal MP Gladys Liu was reportedly associated.>™
In September 2019, Wong appeared on the SBS Cantonese program to discuss the controversies
surrounding Gladys Liu’s united front links. In the program, Wong questioned whether media
scrutiny would discourage future political participation of ethnic Chinese.>™

« Dorisy Zhong ((8{X) regularly appears on SBS Cantonese as its freelance Guangzhou
correspondent.®™ She is deputy editor-in-chief of Huaxia Magazine ({EE 2&78) which is supervised
and published by the Guangdong Province Federation of Returned Overseas Chinese, a united
front body.>"’

SBS Mandarin (SBSH3 & iEiR)

SBS also offers content in Mandarin through radio, television, the SBS website, and social media.>™
Since 2013, SBS Mandarin radio has been broadcasting locally produced content seven days a week
for two hours in the morning.>” The SBS Viceland television channel broadcasts a daily 30-minute
Mandarin ‘China News’ segment from CCTV, the CCP-controlled broadcaster.>®° In 2010, SBS launched
a locally produced Mandarin news program for television, but it was cancelled in 2012 due to

low viewership.>8!

SBS Mandarin’s official WeChat account contains far less content than its website. As an international
account (as opposed to one registered through the Chinese version of the app), it can only post four
times a month and has had its posts censored by WeChat.*®? Headline stories in September 2020 about
two Australian journalists fleeing China and Australia-based Chinese state media journalists being
questioned by ASIO were not posted on SBS Mandarin’s WeChat account.®®* An SBS spokesperson told
the ABC in 2019 that ‘restrictions of the platform’ did not influence their editorial approach and that
they focused on posting ‘less time-sensitive’ news stories that were ‘relevant to audiences settling into
life in Australia.”>8
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Some of SBS Mandarin’s past staff, commentators and correspondents have had connections to

the CCP, Chinese Government or united front organisations. For example. SBS Mandarin executive
producer Zhou Li’s (%) husband Shi Shuangyuan (82 XX7T) was an unpaid cultural commentator
on SBS Mandarin radio while being head of the Chinese Government-backed Confucius Institute in
the NSW Department of Education.”® After the decision to discontinue the Confucius Institute was
announced in August 2019, SBS Mandarin reported the news and interviewed Chinese language
teaching volunteers from China and a spokesperson from the Chinese Language Teachers Association
NSW. Interviewees in both programs criticised the NSW Department of Education’s review process
and decision.>®® SBS said in a statement that ‘Zhou Li has not been involved in any editorial decisions
relating to the occasional appearances of Mr Shi on the Mandarin program. All relevant protocols and
procedures, in line with SBS’s Editorial Guidelines, have been followed. Mr Shi’s appearances were not
related to his role with the NSW government.’

Both May Hu (5B3), former head of group for SBS Mandarin, and former casual SBS producer Li ;
Weiguo (Martin Li, Z21J[E]) attended CNS’s GCLMF multiple times.**” However, no SBS staff have been ?
listed as attendees since 2013. May Hu has been a senior member of two Australia-based United
Front-linked organisations.”®® In 2014, May Hu, as a casual producer for SBS Mandarin, interviewed
Anson Hong who chairs the organisations she is associated with. In the same year, Hu attended a
summit organised by the National Liaison Council of Chinese Australians as executive president of the
organisation and acted as an MC.>®

Since 2014, Tang Yongbei, publisher and editor of Chinese News Tasmania, has appeared on SBS
Mandarin radio programs from time to time as a ‘correspondent’.** In 2017, Tang was appointed to
a senior position in the Tasmanian branch of the ACPPRC. A few months later, Tang filed stories from
Beijing as a correspondent covering the Chinese government’s “Two Sessions’, the Chinese People’s
Political Consultative Congress and the National People’s Congress.**

John Zhang (5K & RR), former president of the Australian Shanghainese Association, and a member
of the ACPPRC and the UFWD’s Shanghai Overseas Friendship Association, has been a regular
commentator on SBS Mandarin.”* In 2016, Zhang appeared on SBS Mandarin to comment on the
role of ethnic Chinese voters in the 2016 Federal election and openly called on ‘fellow ethnic Chinese’
to ensure candidates ‘who are close to us’ get elected. Zhang’s residence was raided by Australian
authorities in June 2020 as part of an ongoing investigation into foreign political interference.

At least five of SBS Mandarin’s eight team members have backgrounds working for Chinese
state-owned media.>* While this is not necessarily concerning, it should highlight the need to maintain
high editorial standards and ensure reporting is balanced.

Southeast Net Australia (%= Fa MR A R k)

Established in April 2016, Southeast Net Australia (= W3R AR L, SEN Australia) is the Australian
online wing of a state-owned media outlet from China’s Fujian Province.>** SEN Australia’s parent
website, Southeast Net (SEN), is supervised by the Fujian Provincial CCP Committee Propaganda
Department and managed by the Fujian Daily Newspaper Group.® SEN Australia also has a WeChat

account titled ‘Southeast Spacetime’ (<A ZE).%%




SEN Australia is SEN’s second website for overseas audiences after Southeast Net USA. These websites

target communities around the world that trace their heritage to Fujian Province, which include most
of the world’s Hokkien-speaking population.>®

SEN Australia publishes news on China and international affairs, feature articles, and information about
Chinese culture and tourism. Much of its content, including news about Australia, is sourced from

PRC state-owned media.”®® It also produces Australian content including interviews with Australian
politicians and feature articles about prominent ethnic Chinese Australians.>® Some of the featured
individuals have close connections to the united front system.®%

The SEN Australia website is located on the fjsen.com domain, which is under the broader SEN
network, controlled by the state-owned Fujian Daily Newspaper Group and supervised by the Fujian
Provincial CCP Committee Propaganda Department.®® Depending on the specific topic, the SEN
Australia website seamlessly takes viewers to other websites within SEN. For example, clicking on the
topic ‘Ethnic Chinese worldwide fighting the pandemic together’ (EEKTEA 477 ) takes viewers to
SEN USA. Clicking on the topic ‘Love the country and safeguard Hong Kong’ (ZEI#78) takes viewers
to the SEN HK website, which features articles about pro-Beijing community groups denouncing Hong

Kong pro-democracy protesters.®%

SEN Australia’s WeChat account is registered to Fujian Min’ao Southeast Network Technology Co. Ltd
(BB AR mMERIIEAR/AS). Business records in China show the now-deregistered company
was established on 7 April 2016, the day before the SEN Australia website was launched.®® The

sole owner of the company was Liu Chang (XlI#7), who shares the same name as a 10% owner and
secretary of Australia Southeast Net Media Pty Ltd.®%* The WeChat account only offers brief summaries
of international and Australian news.%%

SEN Australia’s manager, Golden Chen (Chen Weijie, BRIEZR), owns 80% of Australia Southeast Net
Media Pty Ltd.5%

The work of SEN Australia has been praised by the Chinese Embassy in Australia. In May 2016, a month
after launching SEN Australia, Golden Chen was commended by Huang Rengang (EEMI), the Minister
Counsellor for Economic and Commercial Affairs of the Chinese Embassy, for running the website

and promoting trade between Australia and China. According to SEN Australia, Chen stated that SEN
Australia will ‘closely follow the steps of the Chinese embassy and consulate’®%’

SEN Australia also has a strong relationship with leaders of the Fujian Overseas Chinese Affairs Office

(Fujian OCAO). In June 2016, Golden Chen and Liu Chang (XJ#7), the deputy manager of Southeast Net
Australia, visited the Fujian OCAO and were praised by its director of the propaganda department. The
deputy director of the Fujian OCAO reportedly emphasised that SEN Australia should serve the Chinese

community in Australia, tell China’s story well, and promote the Belt and Road Initiative 5%

Golden Chen has reportedly been a member of three united front organisations in China—the Fujian
Federation of Returned Overseas Chinese, the Fujian Federation of Overseas Chinese Entrepreneurs
and the Fujian Overseas Exchange Association.®® He also has held senior positions in three
Australia-based community groups: the Australian Fuzhou Community Alliance, the Australia Minshang

Business Association and the Australian Dongbei Chinese Association.®*°

62

Policy Brief: The influence environment: a survey of Chinese-language media in Australia



Aside from media work, SEN Australia has been involved in organising community events. In 2018, it
was a co-organiser of the 4th Fujian Entrepreneurs Forum (55U J& B K HE), which was attended
by consular officials, Australian politicians, prominent business people, and members of United Front
organisations.®* The main organiser of the event was the Australian Fujian Entrepreneurs Association
(fRE2 R ER), one of SEN Australia’s partner organisations. During the forum, the association’s vice

president, Wu Qichang (2 B &, Ramon Wu), was appointed deputy manager of SEN Australia.®?

In addition to operating the SEN Australia website, Golden Chen and the website editor-in-chief, Tang
Weimin (7MESY), engage in business and cultural activities through a number of intertwined entities.
Some of these activities involve SEN Australia. In 2018, the Fujian Culture Overseas Station (f&#£ X1t
YESNEEIE) was unveiled in Sydney. According to Xinhua, the station is jointly founded by the Fujian
Provincial Department of Culture and Tourism and the Australia Institute of Chinese Traditional Culture
(RAAM PR i3 E5 B3, AICTC). Golden Chen reportedly is honorary director of the institute and
its founder is Tang Weimin.®** An article on the SEN Argentina website revealed that the Fujian Culture
Overseas Stations in various countries, including the one in Sydney, are authorised by the Fujian

Provincial Department of Culture and Tourism, and managed by the overseas department of SEN.?

Sydney Post (& EHFIR)

Sydney Post is an online news outlet established in 2018. The outlet claims to take ‘justice, pluralism
and civil rights’ as its mission.®*> When it began operating, it published a print newspaper, but has since
shifted online and maintains a website and WeChat account.®*® No information could be found on the
outlet’s ownership or business registration.

It was founded by Xiao ShiYi Lang (7 +—7R), the outlet’s pseudonymous editor-in-chief. He began

his career as a writer in 2013, first working as a columnist for the Sydney-based publication New Market
Newspaper (Fm373R).51" In 2018, he founded Sydney Post and, in 2019, he established an online news
commentary site Chilli Comment (K KRN 1B X) 618

According to an interview with Xiao, Sydney Post focuses on local and international news, and has
been popular with overseas Chinese and overseas Chinese students in Australia with readers in NSW,
Victoria, and Queensland.®®

However, some of the articles published by Sydney Post have drawn attention for their nationalist
tone. Forinstance, in August 2019, a permit apparently from the City of Melbourne authorising a rally
supporting the ‘One China’ principle was circulated by several WeChat accounts. The permit was
revealed to be fake, causing the rally to be indefinitely postponed. In response to the incident, Xiao Shi
Yi Lang wrote that the permit was forged by Hong Kong pro-democracy protestors and was intended
as a trap to lure more people to their protests which occurred on the same day.®?°

Xiao ShiYi Lang has also been critical of the Australian media and its reporting on China, stating that it
lacks neutrality and is biased in favour of the United States. He has also said that the Australian media

‘misinterpreted the relationship between coronavirus and China, which in turn instigated a trend of
racial discrimination in Australian society’.%%!

Articles from the Sydney Post often draw from Western media outlets in their reporting, but also utilise
or republish articles from Chinese state media sources, and Hong Kong and Taiwanese outlets with an
editorial line favourable towards the Chinese government.®??




TasChinese Media (¥4 dh3Z M)

Founded in 2007, TasChinese Media claims to be the oldest and the most influential Tasmania-focused
Chinese language website in the local Chinese community, with 120,000 page views per month and
average visits of 20,000 per month.5?* The website is accompanied by a WeChat account, Nihao
Tasmania (REFEEM), and a news app.t%* The website’s founder and director is Ding Songmao JHATX
(known as Mao Ding), a University of Tasmania graduate and motel operator.52°

Content on the TasChinese Media website mainly includes local news, travel information, and classified
advertisements. There is a dedicated section for Chinese-language content, including campus news
supplied by the University of Tasmania.®?® The platform does not appear to publish politically sensitive
content, even if it is relevant to the Chinese community in Tasmania. For example, between 2017 and
2019, English-language media outlets, such as the ABC and The Australian, published articles about a
prominent figure in Tasmania’s Chinese community Wang Xinde (1515 also known as Master Wang)
who had ties to the ACPPRC—Wang was president of its Tasmanian branch.®?" Relevant news about
Wang cannot be found on the TasChinese Media website. Instead, the website reported a banquet in
2019 to welcome the Chinese Consul General in Melbourne, which was attended by Wang 528

The website was used as a campaign platform when Ding ran for the Hobart city council election in
2014. An article published on the TasChinese Media website called upon non-citizen Chinese friends
to vote for Ding. It states that Ding’s candidacy was ‘selected’ by a number of community groups,
including the Tasmania Chinese Art and Communication Society (&MNFLEZ AR =, TCACS),
and the Tasmania Chinese Business Association (&M@ 1ERE%).52° Some senior members of these
groups are also key members of the Tasmanian branch of the ACPPRC %%

VAC International Media Group ((R1EE PR R EH)

VAC International Media Group (B1EEPRMEEREER]) was established in 2008 and is headquartered in
Brisbane.®®! It publishes the Australian Chinese Times (BIERTHR), first issued in 2001, which predates
the establishment of VAC International Media Group.®*? This weekly newspaper has a claimed
circulation of 10,000 readers distributed to more than 50 locations in the Brisbane and Gold Coast
areas in Queensland.®** VAC International Media Group also includes an events management company,
and previously included television, and English and Chinese radio; however, these no longer appear to
be in operation.

VAC International Media Group has extensive links to Chinese state media. On the company’s website,
it states the group enjoys cooperative relationships with Xinhua News Agency, CNS, and several other
China-based television and broadcast media organisations in the areas of program exchange.®** In
2010, the chairperson of VAC Radio signed an agreement with the Sydney branch of Xinhua News
Agency to become Xinhua'’s special correspondent in Queensland.5®

It is a member of the ‘global Chinese TV broadcasting cooperation network’ and the ‘global Chinese

broadcasting cooperation network’5% It was the Australian partner of China Radio International (CRI)
and a cooperative partner of CCTV.®*" The publisher of Australian Chinese Times, Su Zhongchao (735
8f), worked for the state-run newspaper Sichuan Daily for over ten years.®
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The group also has numerous links with United Front organisations. VAC International Media Group is
a member of the ‘Global Chinese Media Cooperation Union’ (R 1ESE RS 1ERX B8) established by
CNS. Representatives from Australian Chinese Times attended the GCLMF six times from 2005 to 2017.5%

These representatives include the chairperson of VAC International Media Group, Liu Xiuhua (X)F51E)
also known as Tina Liu.®*? She is a 50% shareholder in the company, while Liu Zheng (XI/EX) also known
as Steven Liu, the CEO and General Manager of VAC International Media Group, holds the remaining
50% share.®*

Originally from Shandong Province, Tina Liu immigrated to Brisbane in 2001 and went on to found
VAC International Media Group and acquire Australian Chinese Times.®* She has said that the overseas
Chinese community must ‘continue to work hard to safeguard the rights and interests of overseas
Chinese, promote Chinese culture, and actively strive for the right to speak in local society’ ®*?

She currently serves as an executive vice-president of the ACPPRC, is president of the ACPPRC’s
Queensland branch, a member of the Chinese Overseas Friendship Association (F1E;8INIXTES), and
vice-president of the Hubei Overseas Friendship Association (158 9NXIEZ) 544

She has also served as a director of the Australian liaison offices for two Chinese cities: the Shandong
Province Liaison Office in Australia, where she was an overseas executive director of the Shandong
Overseas Exchange Association (LUARB /YN TZ), and she was also the president of the Australia
Shandong Association (EAFIILLIZRE 2 =) 64

VAC International Media Group has organised a number of events and visits with Chinese officials
from United Front groups, including representatives of the All-China Federation of Returned Overseas
Chinese, the Overseas Chinese Affairs Office of the State Council and of Shandong Province, the China
Overseas Exchange Association, and the Sichuan Federation of Overseas Chinese.®*¢ Steven Liu has
also participated in the ‘Global Outstanding Youth China Tour’ organised by the Overseas Chinese
Affairs Office ®*!

Vision Times Media Australia (B9 H)

Vision Times Media Australia (B®E) is a Chinese media group established in Australia in 2006,
which publishes a Chinese-language newspaper—Vision China Times—throughout Sydney, Melbourne,
Brisbane, Gold Coast and Perth. It also has a bilingual magazine, WeChat account, Facebook,
Instagram, and electronic direct mail services. The company claims its newspaper has a weekly
readership of 49,000 and more than 150,000 subscribers to its WeChat account.®*® However, we

were unable to find the WeChat account associated with Vision Times. The company also operates a
number of websites, including:

« VCT News (B#TE], vct.news/au), Vision Times Media Australia’s online news website, which
publishes articles in both Simplified and Traditional Chinese characters.

. AU Living (BMNAER www.auliving.com.au), which offers information on living in Australia
including news, immigration, travel, lifestyle, and real estate.

« Chinese Classifieds (7325 R 2 M4 auads.com.au), which publishes classified ads and is owned by
AU Living.



https://vct.news/au
http://www.auliving.com.au
http://auads.com.au/

Vision Times Media Australia says it seeks to connect Australia’s Chinese speaking community with
broader society through balanced reporting, promotion of both Australian and Chinese culture,
and communicating the policies of the Australian government to its readers in an unbiased way.**
Vision Times Media Australia produces content on a wider variety of China-related subjects and
often with different outlooks and editorial stances than many of its competitors in the Australian
Chinese-language media market.

Vision Times is one of the country’s only outlets for Chinese-language news and editorial opinions
which does not have any known ties to the CCP.5° However, this stance has brought Vision Times
into contention with the CCP and its associated organisations. In 2020, Vision Times Media Australia
claimed its months-long coverage of the protests in Hong Kong made companies with business

in China more wary of advertising in their publications for fear of retaliation from the Chinese
government.®*! Maree Jun Ma, the general manager of Vision Times Media Australia has claimed that
Chinese officials successfully pressured companies to drop advertisements in the past.®>?In 2019, the
ABC reported that the Chinese consulate in Sydney pressured the Georges River Council into banning
Vision Times from sponsoring the local Lunar New Year event.®>3

Vision Times has shown interest in shining a light on CCP influence in Australia. It maintains a ‘special
edition” website called The Giant Awakens which has published material from several China and
security experts on the topic. Chief editor Yan Xia states in the introduction to the website, ‘as the giant
awakens and the Chinese government flexes its financial muscles globally, its influence seemingly
comes with covert and overt censorship, control and attempts to silence dissent, which many perceive
as a head-on collision with Australia’s democratic values’.*>*

China’s foreign ministry has accused Vision Times of being backed by Falun Gong, a new religious
movement persecuted by the CCP.5>> Reporting by ABC News has also alleged links between Vision
Times and Falun Gong.5>®

Vision Times has called such accusations ‘completely false and defamatory’ and stated the ABC
misrepresented their editorial independence and business structure.®*” Yan Xia, the chief editor,
maintains there have been no interactions with Falun Gong groups or the US-based Vision Times on
editorial content during their tenure, nor would they allow these sorts of attempts from any group.
While practitioners of Falun Gong are involved in Vision Times, the publication maintains it was set up
to provide independent news and not to promote the teaching of Falun Gong.®>®

ABC News has also claimed Vision Times Media Australia is connected to the global network of Vision
Times Media outlets headquartered in the United States. While Vision Times Media Australia operates
on several platforms under different names, its newspaper Vision China Times (&= &) has identical
branding to the US-headquartered network.®* VCT News Pty Ltd, a parent company of Vision Times
Media Australia, was also once registered as a company under the name (secretchina.com.au) which

is the same domain name as the US company’s current website (secretchina.com).®®® However, Vision
Times Media Australia has denied that it has ‘any operational or financial deals apart from payment for
yearly news sources’ to the US-based company.®®! They claim to only buy articles, on an ad hoc basis,
similar to the way syndication works for other news outlets.®?
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The current directors of Vision Times Media (Australia) Corporation Pty Ltd are Don Ma, Jade Lor, April
Sun, Wu Liewang, and Wang Xiaohui. The company is owned by three entities each with a 33.3% stake
(see Figure 11):563

« VCT News Pty Ltd—Registered in 2006, this company was previously named ‘www.secretchina.com.
au’. The director is Don Ma who also holds a 90% stake in the company. The remaining 10% is owned
by Wu Liewang. Maree Jun Ma has also been a director and shareholder.?%*

« VCT Multimedia Pty Ltd—Registered in 2013, this company has four directors who all hold shares:
Don Ma (55%), Jade Lor (30%), Harry Sun (5%), and Wang Xiaohui (10%).6%

« Vision Magazine Pty Ltd—Registered in 2015, this company has three directors who all hold shares:
Don Ma (65%), April Sun (25%) and Harry Sun (10%). Wang Xiaohui was also previously a director and
shareholder until September 2016.5%

Figure 11: Vision Times Media Australia’s ownership structure
Wu Liewang Jade Lor Don Ma Harry Sun Wang Xiaohui April Sun

oy
10% 30% 5%

VCT News VCT Multimedia Vision Magazine

33.3% 33.3% 33.3%

l |

Yan Xia Maree Ma
Chief editor General manager

Don Ma is an important figure in Vision Times Australia.®®” A Sydney-based businessman, Ma holds
directorships and shares in a number of companies.®®® Don Ma gained Australian residency through
the Hawke government’s Chinese student protection visa after the Tiananmen Square massacre in
1989. The general manager of Vision Times Media Australia is Maree Jun Ma. Ms Ma has been in that
role since May 2016; prior to that she was the company’s finance director.5®® Ma was appointed to the
National Foundation for Australia-China Relations advisory board in February 2020.6 Mr Ma is now
‘semi-retired’ and is not involved in the day-to-day running of the company.®™

Vision Times Media Australia has links to the short-lived ‘Decode China’, an outlet intended to ‘expose
and counter propaganda and disinformation’. Decode China was to operate a Chinese-language
website under an arrangement with the US Department of State. However, the State Department

>




confirmed in August 2020 that Decode China had been terminated during the ‘development stage’"
The company was registered under the Foreign Influence Transparency Scheme.®’
Decode China Pty Ltd was registered in 2019 and has two directors:

« Feng Chongyi—An associate professor in China Studies at the University of Technology, Sydney.
In 2017, Feng was detained in China for a week and interrogated by authorities.®™

« Wu Liewang—A director of Vision Times Media (Australia) Corporation Pty Ltd. The company is now
100% owned by Wu.6™

Maree Jun Ma also served as secretary of the company from January to August 2020.57
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to give a speech via video link], 1688.com.au, 26 August 2020, online; ‘2255325 BUMN & FE LB BIAPE I [Tsai Ing-wen delivers a
speech to Australian thinktank via video link today and speaks about cross-strait issues], 1688.com.au, 27 August 2020, online.

Richard Yuan is currently the sole shareholder of ABC World; see ASIC, current and historical company extract for ABC World Pty Ltd; ‘About
Us’, ABC—A Better Choice, no date, online.

DHRPEP W REREEERIAENTRIHERTE [[Interview] Why did Mr Yuan, Chairman of the Australia-China Entrepreneurs Club,
visit Auckland], NZmao, 6 July 2019, online.

B EEB AR EBIERE B AT E [The 3rd large-scale Australian graduate recruitment exhibition had its grand opening],
Melbourne Today, 26 October 2016, online.

The ABC Media WeChat account is registered to a Chinese company in Fujian called “EE L EY R BBR/AE). This company is also
registered to a WeChat account for a tutoring company in Melbourne called ‘S8 /RAVCE ST, ‘S /RAVCER I IE A RS’ [Melbourne
VCE Tutoring Club WeChat Public Account], m.6949.com, no date, online.

SRS A R SEBETES [Australian WeChat Official Account rankings 2019], Aoweibang, no date, online.

[REBP B RERIERBRITEENATRNFERTEZ=" [Interview] Why did Mr. Yuan, Chairman of the Australia-China Entrepreneurs Club
visit Auckland], NZmao, 6 July 2019, online; ‘ABC iMedia—Profile’, LinkedIn, no date, online.

[RABRP B RERIBERRTEENARNFERTE =" [Interview] Why did Mr. Yuan, Chairman of the Australia-China Entrepreneurs Club
visit Auckland], NZmao, 6 July 2019, online.

Kuang is an overseas member of the Hunan People’s Political Consultative Conference, a member of the Wuhan CPPCC, and a vice chairman
of the Wuhan Federation of Returned Overseas Chinese. He’s the chairman of the Luoyang Overseas Chinese Business Association, which is
run by the Luoyang Federation of Returned Overseas Chinese. He’s also the president of the Australia Hubei Association and the Hunan and
Hubei Chamber of Commerce; "E AR EE R/ EFEBinF : BTEEMBEEIN BARLHEHKZ [Kuang Yuanping, Chairman of the
Board of the Chinese Group: In Australia yet emotionally pulled to Wuhan, the whole world fighting the epidemic together], IPTV, 23 February
2020, online; TR FIRIF ML B M FEIH Z R [Kuang Yuanping honoured as an ‘outstanding PPCC member of Hubei Province’], Hubei
TV, 3 April 2018, online; “AB)7T 43’ [Company introduction], Luoyang Overseas Chinese Business Association, no date, online; SB ARl 1
ANEABZFERZBBI0HRAEMZEE [Kuang Yuanping from Australia’s Chinese Group donated 100,000 masks to his hometown

to fight the epidemic], China News Service, 3 February 2020, online; YRS ZZ W= I E & TR TEREZTT [Press conference for the
establishment of the Australia China Goodwill Association held in Sydney], People’s Daily overseas edition, 24 March 2020, online.

‘Coronavirus: Australian gets 1 million face masks from Wuhan in donation led by Sydney entrepreneur Richard Yuan’, South China Morning
Post, 9 April 2020, online; ‘Wuhan cargo flown in by Cedar Meats-linked trader yet to clear customs’, The Age, 8 May 2020, online.

Nick McKenzie. ‘Former Chinese military man behind export of tonnes of medical supplies’, Sydney Morning Herald, 31 March 2020, online.

BNEHREERICIZ AFEMNS SZ 8’ [List of Oceania participants at the Ninth Global Chinese Language Media Forum], China News
Service, 6 September 2017, online. Yuan is also an honorary president of the Hunan Australia Chamber of Commerce. In 2017, in his capacity
as head of the Australia-China Entrepreneurs Club and adviser for the Hunan Business and Culture Promotion Association, Yuan also visited
the chairman of the Hunan Council for the Promotion of International Trade to discuss economic and trade cooperation; ‘4 & #FEE 2 =
FhEESERERS ERAFHE BRI A EHZE1T [Ninth council meeting of the Hunan Association of Hunan Province and
the inaugural meeting of the Hunan Chamber of Commerce in Australia were successfully held], China News Service, 17 January 2018, online; ‘
B bR RS E RO RAEX EEa RIS hEERS K [Richard Yuan, international adviser of the Hunan Business and Culture
Promotion Association, visited Wu Dengguo, vice-president of the Hunan Province Council for the Promotion of International Trade], Hunan
Business and Culture Promotion Association, 21 July 2017, online; & XAERFHF S M BLBR P W HKB RB-+FBEKEMLINZT | [The
Hunan Business and Culture Promotion Association congratulates the Australia-China Entrepreneurs Club on successfully holding its 10th
anniversary celebration], Hunan Business and Culture Promotion Association, 13 October 2017, online.
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Yuan assumed this role following the establishment of the Hunan Development Overseas Advisory Group by the Hunan CPPCC in 2017; ‘1E &

WRRBXERE KB BEARI IR E T’ [The story behind Chinese entrepreneur, Richard Yuan, writing a letter for ‘help’ to the

Austrahan Prime Minister], China News Service, 23 February 2020, online.
M= IEINMEREX  ZAFBAF ST HAZLK S| A’ [Li Weiwei met with overseas adviser Richard Yuan: More advanced
Austrahan experience will be introduced to Hunan], Hunan Province CPPCC Committee, 10 December 2019, online; ‘=8 : 58INTD A BE

MR EFIZH0ARZE [Richard Yuan: Overseas advisers can help Hunan put out more delicious Hunan cuisine], Sina, 25 January 2018,
online.
VUSEEIRFIAFTE D HEBmE RS, Bhe W RERIB12B95E-AMTHE | [145 overseas Chinese community leaders
gathered in Changshal! Sharing the goods of Hunan in the new international environment, the Australia-China Entrepreneurs Club land on
the banks of the Xiang Jiang river at the beginning of December], Only Australia, 1 December 2019, online.
RIELFE PEHARERANTESE EBUEHEEF [Yuan Xinhua attended the opening event of the China Hunan Australia Business
Week and delivered a speech], Hunan Province CPPCC Committee, 21 September 2019, online; SEM B WK R : & BN~ mZHE
[Interview with Australian businesses: Taking Australian products to Hunan], ABC Media, 30 September 2019, online; ‘R T-FA )’ [About us],
China Council for the Promotion of International Trade Hunan Sub-Council, no date, online; The provincial Council for the Promotion of
International Trade carries out united front work: J#iFE Z A& BT FF LIEEEA =’ [The United Front Work Department of the Hunan
Provincial Party Committee held a symposium on overseas Chinese work], Hunan United Front Network, 16 August 2019, online.
‘AT A7 [About us], ACB News, online.

The official WeChat account names two Chinese companies as providing account feature services for the ACB News WeChat public account.
The two companies are Nightingale Technology (B X & ER:H% A BR/AE)) and Guangzhou Zhenfenduomiao Information Technology Co. Ltd
(TNmELTWERRRBRAT).

‘AT A [About us], ACB News, online.

“RTFFAT [About us], ACB News, online.

‘David Niu’s email’, RocketReach, online. Also see company extract.

WERPERANIME PRAIGAILZ N EM D SAZVCARLIT [Docking Australian-Chinese capital and projects, the Australian Branch of
the Zhongguancun Private Equity & Venture Capital Association was established], Aoweibang, 16 April 2018, online; “4=£288’ [Niu Jianming],
Haiwainet.cn, online; ASXHT AL B LI B REIFIPOMIA A FFAL [New ASX regulations are protested, retail investors call for a fair and open
IPO market], ACB News, 29 June 2016, online.

‘David Niu’, LinkedIn, online.

See Jianming Niu extract prepared by ASIC. Niu lists his position as executive director of AC Capital on his LinkedIn page and also in an ACB
News article: ‘ASXFTHIETIN B EIFIPOMIA A FH B [New ASX regulations are protested, retail investors call for a fair and open IPO
market], ACB News, 29 June 2016, online.

SEARFNDIE SRR — 15 — B B 2447 BR 2L EHPHE’ [Australian Chinese-language media ‘One Belt One Road’ Symposium was
held, Tan Tianxing attended and spoke], China News, 8 February 2017, online.

‘FBLEHREERICIRIEMS SZ B’ [Seventh Global Chinese Language Media Forum detailed participant list], ifeng.com,

4 September 2013, online.

‘EFRE BIRERE 2017RE IS FICIR IMFIZE Y [International Perspective, cross-border integration ‘2017 China-Australia Themed
Investment Forum’ was successfully hetd} ACB News, 13 December 2017, online.

‘ERRNE BIREE 2017908 E BIREFICIR IMF) 2P [International perspective, cross-border integration ‘2017 China-Australia Themed
Investment Forum’ was successfully he d].

Niuisn’t listed on the website as having a leadership position, although he might not be included because he’s affiliated with the Australian
branch instead of domestically: ‘R T #%’ [About the association], ZVCA, online.

W ERPEATINE PRI B D SIRIM D SAZVCAR I [Docking Australian-Chinese capital and projects, the Australian Branch
of the Zhongguancun Private Equity & Venture Capital Association was established], Aoweibang, 16 April 2018, online. See also Jianming Niu
extract prepared by ASIC.

PRW AL B = [Zhongguancun Private Equity & Venture Capital Association], Qcc, online.

‘KT = [About the association], ZVCA, online.

SBIMEXE RIS ESTEPE =B &7 (JBEES)’ [The annual meeting of the Overseas Chinese-Language Media Association was
held in Sanya, China; the ‘Hainan Declaration’ was released], Free Trade Network, 12 November 2016, online.
TBIMENEREN S BHERIEES EICBEFT/ OIS [The Overseas Chinese-Language Media Association convened a standing
council for a concerted global push], Sina, 29 April 2019, online.

SBIMERIEN SR INRIE JREARKN KK BITK [The Overseas Chinese-Language Media Association successfully changed leadership
and put forward six development plans for the future], ACB News, 29 October 2018, online.

SRR IRAE R IRARAR/AE) [Henan Yueda Information Technology Co. Ltd], Qcc, online.

Niu Yanrao (4-3E%%) was previously legal representative, executive director and senior manager of Henan Yueda Information Technology with
David Niu until October 2019. Following October 2019, Yong Hong became the legal representative and executive director.
SEIMEE I RMENS: | BE R EZTBAIR F 2 H# [Impressions of overseas Chinese-language media in Enshi Hubei: a beautiful place where
adventures can happen], Cnhubei Co. Ltd, 20 May 2019, online.

STRI AR EBRARABR/AT) [Henan Yueda Information Technology Co. Ltd], Liepin.com, online; SR & HiAfE B ABRAT) [Henan
Yueda Information Technology Co. Ltd], 5Zjob.com, online.

STmBIRAEERARARAT) [Henan Yueda Information Technology Co. Ltd], Liepin.com, online.

FIRATEBESEMT A BINTEASIEICIE ST [What does the new media curve rely on to overtake? Tips for the Overseas New Media
Summit Forum], eastmoney.com, 3 October 2017, online.

‘AFF A7 [About us], ACB News, online.
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242 SRIEME - PR RN S - BEWERAKS 2 PRI RIE SEE [The ‘China-Australia Project Roadshow’, jointly organized
by ACB News, Zhongguancun Private Equity & Venture Capital Association and Beijing-based RichLink Capital, ended], Sohu, 11 December
2017, online.

243 SEUMARGEFELE [Australia Pacific Media Group], CABIC, 27 May 2017, online; the Pacific Times is a weekly newspaper published each Friday.

244 SEMNE AR SEHATE [Australian WeChat official account rankings 2019], Aoweibang, no date, online.

245 (KEBIR) BRAEK FBEIERBY [‘Pacific Daily’ Li Haifeng offers congratulations at Melbourne launch], China News Service, 30 April
2011, online; The Pacific Daily is published from Tuesday to Saturday.

246 See ASIC person extract for Feng Tuanbin and ASIC current and historical company extract for The Pacific Times (DYZ) Pty Ltd; Feng owns a
32% share in the Pacific Times, while the Australia Pacific Media Group owns a 68% share.

247 Nick McKenzie, Richard Baker, Shashka Koloff, Chris Uhlmann, ‘The Chinese Communist Party’s power and influence in Australia’, ABC, 4 June
2017, online.

248 McKenzie et al., ‘The Chinese Communist Party’s power and influence in Australia’.
249 Sessions of GCLMF attended by representatives of Pacific Media Group are 2005, 2007, 2009, 2011, 2013, 2015, 2017, 2019.

250 “HR = SIEAIERE Y BB AIETEFEE’ [China-Australia three party agreement signed, establishing a strong and complementary
cooperation platform], China News Service, 28 October 2010, online.

251 ‘AROFEEAIN TIEZ [Pacific Media video studio], no date, online.

252 ‘HR=FIRAERE YL BB OIS IEFE’ [China-Australia three party agreement signed, establishing a strong and complementary
cooperation platform].

253 SeeASIC current and historical company extract for the Australia Chinese Culture Group Pty Ltd. China News Service (a state-owned news
agency headquartered in Beijing) holds a 20% share; the China News (Group) Company Limited (the Hong Kong branch of CNS) holds a 40%
share; 2T F A7 [About us], China News Service, no date, online; ‘BXZF{) [Contact us], China News Service, no date, online.

254 Zhang Xinxin began working at CNS in 1980 and was president from 2015 to 2019. See ‘EFFTE TR EFEFL L+ [Zhang Xinxin is the new
president of China News Service], Xinhua, 6 February 2015, online; ‘BRFEFEE T EF BTt EFFAEIEE [Chen Lujun appointed
president of China News Service, Zhang Xinxin no longer serves], China News Service, 8 November 2019, online.

255 ‘BT EREHFREERICIEINEEARZE’ List of overseas guests at the 10th Global Chinese-Language Media Forum], China News
Service, 11 October 2019, online.

256 Liu Beixian and Zhang Yu were the CNS representatives in attendance at the signing ceremony of the partnership agreement between CNS
and Pacific Media in 2010. They were directors of the Australian Chinese Culture Group from 2011 to 2015.

257 United Front Work Department Discipline Inspection Group, ‘P ERTE+ [R5 Z 10, K XIILZ# FF bR %8, Central Commission for
Discipline Inspection, 13 November 2017, online.

258 AERPHBEIRIIL AR BPRAT) [Beijing Zhongxin Chinese Technology Development Co. Ltd], Tianyancha, no date, online.
259 AERAFIEN UL EBR/AS) [Beijing Pacific Chinese Culture and Media Co. Ltd], Qichacha, no date, online.

260 ‘RIEFEE/RAE PLEEE’ [Qiu Yuanping promotes Chinese cuisine in Melbourne], China News Service, 4 October 2015, online; ‘A
ZAF AL RANIIETBERBRPNEERRAZIT [From black to white: Australian Chinese painter Chen Zhong holds exhibition in
Melbourne], China News Service, 7 June 2018, online.

261 It’sunclear exactly when Yu assumed his role at Pacific Media due what may be conflicting sources. One article from 2015 lists Yu as
the editor-in-chief at Pacific Media; ‘75 B 1 S b 4K SE B & KB 205 M S HIEH R H L5 3R [Professor Zheng Fu, an outstanding
practitioner in Chinese cultural inheritance successfully concluded his Australian lecture series], MCTCEA, 25 August 2015, online. Another
from 2015 lists Chen Biao (BR#5) as the editor-in-chief at Pacific Media; ‘& /@ B EMN BN EE S/ D FEAE XEEZERFFYAMIY [The first ‘Hisense
Cup’ Australian Chinese Youth Essay Competition has started!], aul23au123 WeChat account, 12 September 2015, online.

262 RAMBN TN | EIKESTIEARDE B FE L4 [Tianwei.com held China News Service: Global Chinese new media joins hands
with ‘Epidemic’], Skykiwi.com, 6 April 2020, online.

263 Mechanism established under the guidance of the Beijing Overseas Chinese Affairs Office and Information Office (At IR F 3 FF E ),
BIMESIERBN N AEROIFT R B E YEH A 72 R AL [ Overseas Chinese language media assistance Beijing innovation, development
and cooperation mechanism’ established in Beijing], WeSydney, 6 September 2017, online; ‘16 AT IE (A &£ H < H AL IT’ [Beijing New Media
Group established today’, Office of the Central Cyberspace Affairs Commission, 12 April 2016, online; ‘36 ¥4 (££H] ) BPRAT) [Beijing
New Media Group Co. Ltd], ICIF, 4 September 2017, online; ‘b REBERK A Z _LBMIERIEERZIPTVETE [China Telecom unites with
Beijing New Media television, signs cooperation agreement with IPTV], Global Network, 18 May 2017, online; the establishment of Beijing New
Media was approved by the Central Cultural Reform Leading Small Group, the Beijing Cultural Reform Leading Small Group and the Beijing
Municipal Propaganda Department.

264 “PEZIRFE-ESFELE /SRR ICIEMEILREE /[ China Dream, Beijing win-win cooperation, harmonious development’ forum held in
Beijing], WeSydney, 6 September 2017, online.

265 ZMFEENBEIM [Feng Tuanbin, a Chinese from Ruzhou], Henan Provincial Federation of Returned Overseas Chinese, 20 November 2014,
online.

266 &E-BRAIEMEZ [Sydney-Melbourne cultural relations], aucnin.com, 28 February 2010, online. ‘AEMN XX ZT A RS - BIR
SRR 17 B AN SR 20 FE R EAHRIE TN’ [Oceania Federation of Literary and Art Circles holds news conference to announce
‘Autumn-Grand Ceremony’ and related activities to celebrate the 20th Anniversary of the Oceania Federation of Literary and Art Circles],
aul23.com,5March 2019, online; PENXFZARFREKE XE 7 [China Federation of Literary and Art Circles], China Federation of Literary and
Art Circles, no date, online.

267 Thegroup is a not-for-profit organisation focused on ‘co-building platforms’ and sharing news resources around the world. It has links to
state media, having been established by the state-owned Hong Kong Commercial Daily and the Shenzhen Commercial Daily. It also has links
to China’s UFWD. The group’s honorary chairman, Zeng Xianzi (8%24¥), is the vice-president of the All-China Federation of Industry and
Commerce (PEZE T EHWEXEX), which is run by the UFWD; ‘2 IKEIREX B2 & [Global Commercial Newspapers Union introduction],

Global Commercial Newspapers Union, no date, online; ‘BX 8871 [Union introduction], Global Commercial Newspapers Union, no date,
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online; ‘BRI AE [’ [Zeng Xianzi CV], China Manned Space, no date, online; ‘About us’, All-China Federation of Industry & Commerce, no
date, online.

SUmFERI W ABR/AT] [Henan Fengao Industry Co. Ltd], Qichacha, no date, online. Unverified sources claim that the company is a senior
member of the UFWD’s China Overseas Friendship Association. See S0 S8 WA PRAE)’ [Henan Fengao Industry Co. Ltd], Baidu Baike,
no date, online.

‘ABC B3’ [ABC Chinese], ABC, no date, online.

Primrose Riordan, ‘ABC to give “soft-sell” China website the chop’, The Australian, 24 April 2018, online. An example of a translated article on
the ABC Chinese site: Tony Walker, W= : PEIBIESH S NF NS LRKRLZ T EIGR A B [Chinese spy case could be the greatest
threat to Australian security since the 1950s], ABC Chinese, 27 November 2019, online. See English version of the article: Tony Walker, ‘Chinese
spy case could be the greatest threat to Australian security since Petrov defection of the 1950s’, ABC, 26 November 2019, online. An example
of Australia Live on Facebook: ‘ ( B8N ) S5 H A : B R AR MW EAF KPR ZIETNET [‘Australia Live’ the 5th episode: pros and cons
of WeChat in Australia’s Chinese community], Facebook, 1 September 2020, online.

‘ABC programs with Chinese subtitles’, ABC iview, no date, online.

As of October 2020, ABC Chinese had 66,000 followers on Facebook. ‘ABC @3’ [ABC Chinese], Facebook, no date, online; ‘ABC 813’ [ABC
Chinese], Twitter, no date, online.

Shanghai Ao Pa Si Cultural Development Co. Ltd is an unofficial translation of the Chinese name of the company. ‘=5 &BIART X E & BB IR
AEJ’ [Shanghai Ao Pa Si Cultural Development Co. Ltd], Qichacha, no date, online; S AR SAZE: ABC /8N’ [Australian public WeChat
account directory: ABC Australial, australia51.com, no date, online; Michael Walsh, Xiao Bang, ““Uncharted territory”: WeChat’s new role in
Australian public life raises difficult questions’, ABC, 19 April 2019, online.

FengKai, S8/ 80 : —L ALR/EL - BEAAIEFER [80 years of Radio Australia: one generation will eventually grow old, but there are
always young people], ABC Chinese, 20 December 2019, online; ‘ABC Radio Australia celebrates 70 years broadcasting’, ABC, 30 November
2009, online; Michael Vincent, Michael Walsh, ‘Australia calling: a look at 80 years of Radio Australia and ABC international broadcasting’, ABC,
16 December 2019, online. For a moving account of what Radio National broadcasting meant for Chinese listeners, see Tony Voutas, “Dear
Radio Australia”—Letters from China,’ The Australian Journal of Chinese Affairs, July 1980, online.

Feng Kai, S8 804 : —0 ARFEX - (BEABAIEEER [80 years of Radio Australia: one generation will eventually grow old, but there are
always young people].

Amanda Meade, ‘ABC launches web portal in China called Australia Plus’, The Guardian, 9 April 2015, online; ‘ABC’s Australia Network signs
China contentdeal’, ABC, 17 April 2014, online; John Fitzgerald, ‘Was the ABC shanghaied by Beijing?’, Inside Story, 18 April 2016, online.
‘Statement in response to the Australian Financial Review April 152016’, ABC, 15 April 2016, online.

‘ABC and the Great Firewall of China’, ABC, 9 May 2016, online; Amada Meade, ‘ABC admits its Chinese web portal breached editorial policies’,
The Guardian, 10 May 2016, online.

Riordan, ‘ABC to give “soft-sell” China website the chop’.

SEBMARSAKE: ABCBM’ [Australian public WeChat account directory: ABC Australia), australia51.com, no date, online.

‘ABC B3 [ABC Chinese], ABC, no date, online; Matthew Doran, Stephen Dziedzic, ‘Australian correspondents Bill Birtles and Mike Smith
pulled out of China after five-day diplomatic standoff over national security case’, ABC, 8 September 2020, online.

Sessions of GCLMF attended by representatives of the ABC are 2007, 2009, 2011, 2013, 2015.

Cecilia Liu, PEIN AR Z U] K A= 7KL TN £ 7 SR B 0I5 555110 [Australian people series: Successful, a Beijing lad in Australia’s
mainstream media circle], news.china.com.au, no date, online; Jason Fang’, LinkedIn, no date, online. Since 2011, Fang Teng has attended the
sessions of the GCLMF in 2011, 2013 and 2015.

Pan Ning & T, “&mI5h : —=XAMREFA [Pan Nanhong: Taking on life with a cape and hat through mist and rain], ABC Chinese, 11 August
2018, online.

‘BLEIEE R’ [The Tth council committee], ACPPRC, no date, online; ‘B & LRty REFH O EEAIRS L [Inspecting an Overseas
Chinese Service Centre, Qiu Yuanping visits the Sydney Chinese Australian Services Societyl], oushinet.com, 7 October 2015, online; 7&fE 18N
/0B = F R [Background information of CASS], CASS, no date, online.

‘Australia’s diverse communities are reshaping the ABC’s world news coverage’, ABC, 10 September 2019, online.

J788 [Fang Teng] ‘SB/RAEH AR (SNEFRNZEREIE) BISLHE [Melbourne Chinese community displeased with the implementation

of the Foreign Influence Transparency Scheme Act], ABC Chinese, 22 March 2019, online; Michael Walsh, Jason Fang, ‘Why do some
Chinese-Australians feel targeted by the government’s new foreign influence laws?’, ABC, 29 March 2019, online.

FEEEE W A +Z 5% [Media professionals committee], Jiangsu Overseas Exchange Association of OCAO of Jiangsu Provincial
Government, 19 October 2016, online. The Four Corners report discovered that Pacific Media handed out placards to hundreds of people
participating in protests against the 2016 Permanent Court of Arbitration ruling on the South China Sea; Nick McKenzie, Richard Baker,
Sashka Koloff and Chris Uhlmann, ‘The Chinese Communist Party’s power and influence in Australia’, ABC, 4 June 2017, online. For more
information about Peter Yu’s newspaper, see the Australia Pacific Media Group profile in appendix.

SEONFTIR S 4% - ATA D2 SF KT 1 [Editor-in-chief of Australian Chinese Daily: We use classified ads to conquer the world!], China
News Service, 25 September 2009, online.

‘RTHAT [About us], Australian Chinese Daily, no date, online.

SEUMFTIR [Australian Chinese Daily], China Overseas Chinese Network, no date, online; Zhang Qiusheng, Zhao Chang, ISP SRS AT
HIRARITEARHIZZL [An investigation of the history of Australian Chinese newspapers], Overseas Chinese Journal of Bagui, December
2018, online.

SREEE N - BAFN [Introduction of participating media—Australia], China News Service, 2007, online.

Distributed nationally; Melbourne and Sydney are its most popular markets; ‘2 T3]’ [About us], Australian Chinese Daily, no date, online.
‘EJW No. 1 Pty Ltd’, dun & bradstreet, no date, online.

See ASIC current and historical company extract for EJW No. 1 Pty Ltd.
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REBMWN’s English name is Wilson Ng (Ng is Cantonese 5=). An SBS Cantonese interview says that Ng joined Singtao Daily in 1985, online.

Both newspapers are or were regarded as pro-Beijing outlets; JBEMF RS 4% - FATB DI FHA N | [Editor-in-chief of Australian
Chinese Daily: We use classified ads to conquer the world!], China News Service, 25 September 2009, online.

SENFIR S YR FAIA DI SFH KT [Editor-in-Chief of Australian Chinese Daily: We use classified ads to conquer the world!], China
News Service, 25 September 2009, online.

SRS NGRS EIKE— BRI M4.6/5 M E IS 5SGIRIT A NE 5 2™’ [Shenzhen takes the lead in entering the 5G era, being the first
in the world to build 46,000 base stations and having their own 5G network cover the whole city], Australian Chinese Daily, 17 August 2020,
online; RININHEEIK 5GIRIBMEZE S [Shenzhen leads the world, 5G network covers the whole cityl, Wen Wei Po, 18 August 2020, online.

Forinstance, an article on China seeking to counter the US’s semiconductor policy is a republishing of two articles, one from HK0I and Tech
News (BHZHTR), a Taiwanese outlet; & PENNS HI4FE ¥ SABER EE R RREBZE A T{ZETT  [Reports that China will attempt to
counter Trump’s semiconductor policy, American chip stocks slump evaporating hundreds of millions of US dollars], Australian Chinese Daily,
4 September 2020, online; ‘E=E &R RBRHU TI2ETELR E=E R PENTEHFTEL ‘ [American chip stocks slump evaporating hundreds
of million of US dollars], HK01, 4 September 2020, online; ‘e H & R EMEEUA ? MERHR  KIMMFEIT REPE ‘ [Do Huawei’s
sanctions bring about a chilling effect? South China Morning Post: impact will be felt across the country], TechNews, 31 August 2020, online.
See further examples of the Australian Chinese Daily republishing articles from Hong Kong or Taiwanese outlets without attribution: ‘=8 &l
MEALZBKEBELED @t LBIUFEITE  [Gong Daocan, deputy mayor of Shanghai and director of public security sacked, and
Chen Tong appointed deputy mayor of the Shanghai Municipal Government], Australian Chinese Daily, 19 August 2020, online; = 88T 3%
—SIRELTERDTE HE A AZEENIEL [Shanghai deputy mayor sacked and investigated for breaking the law during his period in
the Ministry of Public Security], Ming Pao, 19 August 2020, online; ‘E[a SR INE R E < IS BB S BFR 1R LR [Huang Xiangmo'’s
overseas asset freeze order revoked, Australian Taxation Office says it will appeal], Australian Chinese Daily, 18 August 2020, online; ‘E[@ 55
BAMNAF ARG BRI BB S5 B3R 1R [Huang Xiangmo's overseas asset freeze order revoked, Australian Taxation Offices says it will
appeall, United Daily Times, 18 August 2020, online.

AEBIE LI ER)\ & WL RZI0BKHIR M [Beidaihe disseminates eight points on fighting the US, meeting still under way,
difficulty in reaching consensus], Australian Chinese Daily, 17 August 2020, online. ‘& IEE TS WANE T P HSEIICIEEIM 2’ [Beidaihe
meeting still under way, what problems are being discussed by the CCP’s top leaders?], Epoch Times, 16 August 2020, online.

IS X B R B PR R E 1B [Consul Gu and Deputy Consul Zhao talked to Chinese and Australian media about fighting the epidemic],
Australian Chinese Daily, 11 March 2020, online.

PEFEHDNEINABIAXFRMNPEEBFERAFFE [An open letter from Chinese Consul General Gu Xiaojie to overseas Chinese
and Chinese students in the consular areal, Australian Chinese Daily, 23 March 2020, online.

AENEGREIF TN B E’ [Chinese and overseas Chinese work together to fight the epidemic], Australian Chinese Daily, 31 January 2020,
online.

SEM P ERFR— IR FRIFERR [Special statement from the Australian Council for the Promotion of Peaceful Reunification], Australian
Chinese Daily, 26 May 2020, online.

‘B RREERICIE BIMCRRFE BT [Second Global Chinese Language Media Forum overseas representative and scholars
dwectory 1, China News Service, 5 September 2003, online; “Z5 VU JE tH FRIEEIRIC IR RIMNEAH R S [Fourth Global Chinese Language
Media Forum overseas media representative list], Xinhua, 29 August 2007, online; ‘&5 11 Ja th FRIESE RIS IR B IME TR & [Fifth Global
Chinese Language Media Forum overseas media representative list], China News Service, 28 August 2009, online; ‘85t f@t FRIEZ RIS IR
42 2 % [Seventh Global Chinese Language Media Forum detailed participant list], ifeng.com, 4 September 2013, online.

SELMFTIR [Australian Chinese Daily], Global Chinese Media Cooperation Union, no date, online; ‘td SR {ESTIBIA S YERX BB A 1T AL RB AL
FM [The World Chinese Media Cooperation Alliance has established members on five continents], China News Service, 20 September 2009,
online.

Liu Yuis the sole director and shareholder of the Australian Chinese Newspaper Group; see ASIC current historical company record; ‘X2’ [Liu
Yu], Qichacha, no date, online.

‘Adelaide Chinese News’, Australian Chinese Newspaper Group, no date, online; ‘Australia Canberra Chinese Weekly’, Australian Chinese
Newspaper Group, no date, online.

‘Australia Canberra Chinese Weekly 001’, Australian Chinese Newspaper Group, 26 May 2017, online; SB AR {E A LGB M =508 £ 38
#15’ [Australian overseas Chinese eagerly look forward to Premier Li Keqiang’s visit], www.gov.cn, 22 March 2017, online.

2017 media kit’, Australian Chinese Newspaper Group, 2017, online.

‘New media’, Australian Chinese Newspaper Group, no date, online; ‘55F %71 [Group introduction], Australian Chinese Newspaper Group,
no date, online.

‘2017 media kit: Australia Chinese Newspaper Group’, Australian Chinese Newspaper Group, 2017, online.

The English translation of the company’s name is unofficial; ‘HrBU{E 32’ [XinAdelaide], no date, online.

KBERBEDMERMBBRAS) [Tianjin Information Port Broadband Internet Co. Ltd], Qichacha, no date, online; formerly the
Chairperson of Tianjin Jintong Real Estate Development Co. Ltd: ‘KEME B E = & BRAS) [Tianjin Jintong Real Estate Development
Co. Ltd], Qichacha, no date, online.

TROVEARRN IR W E AT E ~ F|/RADF LTI [Celebrating the establishment of the Sydney and Melbourne branches of the Australian
Chinese Newspaper Group], Australian Chinese Newspaper Group, 26 August 2018, online; ‘New media’, Australian Chinese Newspaper Group,
no date, online.

SR AR AR W &£ F W ik 1E 20 =26 MI [The website of the ‘Australian Chinese Newspaper Group’ officially launched], Aoweibang, 7 August
2015, online.
‘South Australia visitor guide’, Australian Chinese Newspaper Group, no date, online; ‘Stay in Australia’, Australian Chinese Newspaper Group,
no date, online.
W F T | FRARI R W EF W AEE 127208 W FEA I E S’ [Conquering and more: the big chess game of the Australian Chinese
Newspaper Group—a record of the media meeting on 7.20 for the new fiscal year], Sohu, 21 July 2017, online.



https://archive.vn/wip/tmpJd
http://archive.vn/j1qwu
http://archive.vn/j1qwu
http://archive.vn/wip/fSQMJ
http://archive.vn/wip/Oq9Xf
https://archive.vn/N6lu5
https://archive.vn/eMkU8
https://archive.vn/Umjzf
http://archive.vn/wip/W5a69
http://archive.vn/wip/xS3zM
http://archive.vn/wip/rLzjf
http://archive.vn/wip/dBv1w
http://archive.vn/wip/tnUZy
http://archive.vn/wip/bM9Bo
http://archive.vn/TcXiO
http://archive.vn/Rf5le
http://archive.vn/M5ris
http://archive.vn/CtBgm
http://archive.vn/NzoCX
http://archive.vn/MPsGC
http://archive.vn/ckjil
http://archive.vn/0IqlX
http://archive.vn/NwZIi
http://archive.vn/TQJTt
http://archive.vn/pAe6S
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W FJHE | RARIL R W EF WA E 127208 M FEAEIE S’ [Conquering and more: the big chess game of the Australian Chinese
Newspaper Group—a record of the media meeting on 7.20 for the new fiscal year].

The agreement was signed at the 2017 Overseas Chinese New Media Forum in Chengdu. The cooperation platform, or the ‘Haijiu’ platform (
BE [ IBIMESCIE AR AR ZEMAB HZFE) was developed by the People’s Daily Overseas Chinese Network to innovate in overseas
communication channels through new media technology. See S AR+E1E | R AR R W £ 5| 9UE IMESTRIAFTFM [Technology +
cooperation: Australian Chinese Newspaper Group leads the new trend for overseas Chinese language media], Australian Chinese Newspaper
Group, 11 September 2017, online; The second Overseas Chinese New Media Forum was sponsored by the People’s Daily overseas edition and
the CCP’s Sichuan Provincial Party Committee’s Foreign Propaganda Office and organised by the People’s Daily Overseas Network and the

s —

Chengdu Municipal Committee’s Propaganda Office; ‘58— BB IMEX AT IRABIEIE IR /T 4B [Introduction of the second Overseas Chinese
Language New Media Forum], People’s Daily Overseas Chinese Network, 15 August 2017, online.

‘2017 media kit: Australia Chinese Newspaper Group’, Australian Chinese Newspaper Group, 2017, online.
Representatives of the Australian Chinese Newspaper Group attended sessions of the GCLMF in 2011, 2015, 2017 and 2019.
SRAFN R A EEF’ [Australian Chinese Newspaper Group], Global Chinese Media Cooperation Union, no date, online.

WA P E S 2 I8IMESURARE AN | ['How to tell the China story well?” Overseas Chinese language media gather for a heated
discussion!], Huaren Toutiao, 31 May 2019, online; ‘S5 + /1 ER/EIMESCIR A S RIHEIEF T’ [The 19th Advanced Seminar for the Overseas
Chinese Language Media began], Sohu, 16 May 2019, online; ‘-1 B8 IMESURIA S RIFHEIE FF BT [The 19th Advanced Seminar for the
Overseas Chinese Language Media began], OCAO, 14 May 2019, online.

‘Tt 15 1R KR IR W EEFA’ [China News Service visits Australian Chinese Newspaper Group], Australian Chinese Newspaper Group,
9 March 2018, online.

‘h R EB A T IER AR IRV & F [CCTV visits Australian Chinese Newspaper Group], Australian Chinese Newspaper Group, 2 September
2018, online.

CEBANNFLEI0EERQRIS6BFETMF W [People from the Tianjin Jintong Real Estate Development Co. Ltd will continue for the
next ten years to support 156 students to complete their studies], Tianjin Municipal People’s Government, 28 April 2010, online; ‘B & RiE
/%’ [CPPCC members talk about housing], Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference, 8 September 2009, online; B R 2015
XE+_EZRSZRBE [List of members of the 12th Committee for the Hebei District, Tianjin], Chinese People’s Political Consultative
Conference, 25 May 2010, online.

YN ESRESERAFMEL BEASOELE G [Xu Yousheng talks with Adelaide overseas Chinese leaders, hopes they will not forget
the original intention to unite and help one another], Sina, 29 November 2017, online.

For the full list of organisations involved, see ‘SEEEZ 8K T | BHREAPUIEZATIERLEZMAMEIL [Here comes the complete
list! People and things worth remembering from the South Australian Chinese Mid-Autumn Festival], Flinders Observer, 13 September 2019,
online.

‘Australian Red Scarf’ is also sometimes translated into English by Fancy Media as ‘Australia Chinese News’, online.
JBOM AT ‘R FF A7 [Australian Red Scarf: About us), Australian Red Scarf, no date, online.
JEIMNZILAM [Australian Red Scarf: Home page], Australian Red Scarf, no date, online.

Danielle Li, Xiaoning Mo, Bang Xiao, Michael Walsh, ‘Nuclear secrets and deadly coffees: a look at Australian fake news on Chinese social
media’, ABC News, 21 July 2018, online.

Nathan Wu’s Chinese name is Wu Hao.

In addition to ‘Australian Chinese News’ (BUMZINZ), the company also manages local accounts for Australian cities and states such as
‘Melbourne Mom&Dad’ (E2/RAEBIBEE), ‘Look Sydney’ (BEK/E), ‘Perth Chinese News’ GAHTZISNZE), ‘Queensland Chinese News’ (21
=2, ‘Tasmania Chinese News’ (FEMZIME) and ‘Adelaide Chinese News’ (FUEIEELIME). See EEEIE R T H AT [Fancy Media
Consulting: About us], Fancy Media Consulting, online.

Nathan Wu profile page, LinkedIn, online.

See ASIC person extract for Hao Wu and ASIC current and historical company extract for Fancy Media Pty Ltd.

(—IhR)E) BMIE- R 2R IEEFIEZME L | [‘One stop to the end’ Australia station —Free ticket benefits have been fully launched!],
Sydney Today, 19 June 2018, online.

Steve Yuan’s Chinese name is Yuan Qingzhou (R AY).

EERE RTHAT [Fancy Media Consulting: About us], Fancy Media Consulting, online.

Steve Yuan profile page, LinkedIn, online.

See ASIC person extract for Yuan Qingzhou and ASIC current and historical company extract for Fancy Media Pty Ltd.

The company’s other shareholder is Li Lanhong (Z2=4), who holds an 80% stake. L8R F=EIRBR/AS] [Shanghai Youpan Asset
Management Co. Ltd], Qichacha, online.

See Dynasty Resources Ltd financial report for the year end 30 June 2017, Dynasty Resources, 14, online.
Steve Yuan profile page, LinkedIn, online.
See ASIC current and historical company extract for Fancy Media Pty Ltd.

All other shareholders include company secretary Jin Zicen (0.6%), Sun Xiaoyu (0.4%), Gu Yuan (0.2%), Wang Qianzhe (0.2%), Lu Tianhao
(0.2%) and Liu Chaoyuan (2.5%). See ASIC current and historical company extract for Fancy Media Pty Ltd.

£ 2(& ¥ [Fancy Media Consulting], Fancy Media Consulting, online.
Fancy Media Consulting profile page, Linked|n, online.
EE2FE WZSSBE’ [Fancy Media Consulting: Business scope], Fancy Media Consulting, online.

BRUBEMLI M A A AM~Stay hungry stay young! [For the first time! Australian Red Scarfis hiring everyone: Stay hungry stay young],
Aoweibang, 24 March 2017, online.

80

Policy Brief: The influence environment: a survey of Chinese-language media in Australia


http://archive.vn/YB3hf
http://archive.vn/Tp981
https://web.archive.org/web/20200615012434/https:/cb1cd836-bb5d-4a25-ba78-2cc60f423955.filesusr.com/ugd/d8b5af_388b837984254428ba4981cdcb6bf492.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20200615012434/https:/cb1cd836-bb5d-4a25-ba78-2cc60f423955.filesusr.com/ugd/d8b5af_388b837984254428ba4981cdcb6bf492.pdf
http://archive.today/NydH2
http://archive.today/KkPgu
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/nathan-wu-495a20b6/
https://archive.vn/wip/3blPt
https://archive.vn/wip/AKwVu
https://www.linkedin.com/in/steve-yuan-435a3282/?originalSubdomain=hk
https://archive.vn/wip/61vkN
https://www.dmaltd.com.au/public/news_release/annual_reports/dma_annualreport_2017.pdf
https://www.linkedin.com/in/steve-yuan-435a3282/?originalSubdomain=hk
https://archive.vn/wip/55yED
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K5E [ | BERZ—HEEN LRPPTIRF AP E" | 24 B BIE R ABERZ | [IUs not over! An Indian teacher from the University of
Sydney gave PPT course content saying ‘Split China’! Students: Please change it immediately, must not be tolerated!], J@MEIME [Australian
Red Scarf], 18 August 2017, online.
Alice Yan, ‘China-India border dispute spills over into Australian university’, South China Morning Post, 21 August 2017, online.
B | BEARF AL EMIBIRA R - FrpEFIR | XIMEEZ ERIE... [Outrage! Chinese teacher at the University of Sydney
engages in racial discrimination on Weibo and burns a Chinese passport! This is really going to heaven .. ], BN EISUZE [Australian Red Scarf],
13 April 2016, online.
Philip Wen, ‘University of Sydney “racist” tutor Wei Wu row inspires dissident artwork’, Sydney Morning Herald, 20 April 2016, online.
BRIVSEXEHRRDTEN | BEZRAZ AR E R BondiBIFEERIBET HEX 1 | MiZ 2455 [Emergency! IS officially
announces attacks on Australial Many landmarks in Sydney and Melbourne have become targets. Don’t go to Bondi or the Opera House!
Spread like madness! Terrorist attack kit attached], JBIMNZISRE [Australian Red Scarf], 18 August 2017, online.
‘Islamic State call for attacks on specific locations in Australia “propaganda”, Victorian police say’, ABC News, 7 September 2016, online.
SEW IR [Auwe News], Australia51, no date, online.
SEOMAIE A RS EBETEE [Australian WeChat official account rankings 2019], Aoweibang, no date, online; the account is registered to a
company called FEBCEMRIZ AR AT
Kevin Ma is the managing director and sole shareholder of Newpoint Migration and Education; see ASIC current and historical company
extract for Australia M.Z. Holdings Pty Ltd.
‘About Newpoint’, Newpoint Migration and Education, no date, online; ‘Contact Newpoint’, Newpoint Migration and Education, no date,
online; ‘Contact Us’, Auwe News, no date, online.
Unofficial translation. ‘Newpoint history’, Newpoint Migration and Education, no date, online; ‘& S EmE B BZWHERAS) [Qingdao
Newpoint Information Consulting Co. Ltd], Qichacha, no date, online.
‘Newpoint history’, Newpoint Migration and Education, no date, online.
SEMBIR [Auwe News)], Australia51, no date, online; ‘S B#TEERE R B WBRAE] - AR [Qingdao Newpoint Information Consulting
Co. Ltd—Intellectual property rights], Qichacha, no date, online; ‘B2 R 1E 2EWAPRAT) [Qingdao Newpoint Information Consulting
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SRAICENE- B ERZOMEEIEEIT) [Election diary entry no. 11: responding to questions raised by ABC journalist about
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the charity register’, Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission, no date, online.
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Gong after being a devoted believer for a decade’, Medium, 23 October 2017, online.
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https://www.themercury.com.au/news/politics/chinese-bid-to-nail-tasmanian-politics-linked-to-hobart-city-council-candidate/news-story/762a5c7068781895429c3295e93d8fa3
https://www.tec.tas.gov.au/Local_Government_Elections/LocalGovernmentElections2018/results/HobartCity/index.html
https://archive.vn/f9bfv
https://web.archive.org/web/20200902055434/http:/www.epochtimes.org.au/EDN-Media-kit-Aus.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20200902062048/https:/www.ntdtv.com/b5/2002/03/26/a121915.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20171130160059/http:/www.epochtimes.com/gb/13/11/7/n4005100.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20200902055511/http:/www.epochtimes.org.au/Epoch-National-Media-Kit-2019.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20200909040339/https:/www.epochtimes.com/gb/10/10/31/n3070361.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20200909024326/https:/www.ntdtv.com/gb/2010/07/24/a415451.html
https://www.acnc.gov.au/charity/2e93627cc47c1c6278262ff2617659b1#overview
https://www.acnc.gov.au/for-public/understanding-charities/financial-information-charity-register-0
https://web.archive.org/web/20200903065054/http:/www.minghui.org/mh/articles/2009/7/24/205229.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20200903065402/https:/m.vk.com/wall-66306106_4682
https://web.archive.org/web/20200903062542/http:/www.zhengjian.org/node/240892
https://archive.vn/Mz1DR
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-11-11/chinese-cultural-influence-over-australia-felt-in-perth/11670654
https://archive.vn/NBgJj
https://web.archive.org/web/20191207013547/http:/www.epochtimes.com/gb/18/5/2/n10356357.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20200909014829/http:/www.minghui.org/mh/articles/2008/6/26/180979.html
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-07-21/inside-falun-gong-master-li-hongzhi-the-mountain-dragon-springs/12442518?nw=0
https://medium.com/@Ben_D_Hurley/-10677166298b
https://acncpubfilesprodstorage.blob.core.windows.net/public/7411b7df-39af-e811-a963-000d3ad24077-8af9fe1e-650a-4dd7-8b93-1059af835e92-Financial%20Report-2dd33c8f-4c3e-ea11-a812-000d3ad1cc03-AUSTELTD_Financial_Statements_2019_(signed).pdf
https://archive.vn/V31IK
https://archive.vn/Mnlx9
https://archive.vn/72Mlw
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Dafa Day, support and thank Falun Gong], Epoch Times, 14 May 2019, online; YA TN 2B E &2 8 IHREATHILE3EZ [Falun Gong
submitted a list of those persecuted, calls on the Australian government to stop persecution], Epoch Times, 19 September 2019, online.
Koslowski, ‘Chinese-Australian newspapers say advertisers withdrawing due to China pressure’; Daniel Trotta, ‘TV channel trying to change
China from New York’, Reuters, 18 March 2011, online.

‘RFAKLTT [About Epoch Times], Epoch Times, no date, online.
Li Hongzhi, ‘Fa teaching given at the Epoch Times meeting’, Falundafa, 17 October 2009, online.

Kevin Roose, ‘Epoch Times, punished by Facebook, gets a new megaphone on YouTube’, New York Times, 5 February 2020, online; Kevin
Roose, ‘How the Epoch Times created a giant influence machine’, New York Times, 24 October 2020, online. Attempts to disseminate Falun
Gong-related content and to manipulate the opinion of Australian audiences on social media were also recently explored by Elise Thomas in
‘Twisting the truth: ongoing inauthentic activity promoting Falun Gong, the Epoch Times, and Truth Media targets Australian on Facebook’,
International Cyber Policy Centre, ASPI, Canberra, 9 September 2020, online.

Falun Gong is a spiritual movement founded in 1992 in China by Li Hongzi. When Li’s teachings began gaining popularity, the Chinese
Government began persecuting practitioners and cracking down on Falun Gong, which is now banned in China and labelled an ‘evil cult’;
Brandy Zadrozny, Ben Collins. ‘“Trump, QAnon and an impending judgement day: behind the Facebook-fueled rise of The Epoch Times’, NBC
News, 20 August 2019, online.

SHBESTM - BSHERH —EEAEMH | AS#OMENFRITT - 100X =& RAE 2T (4HE ) [Sydney Today turns eight...], Sydney Today; ¢
BUMI#7Z5’ [Our story], Media Today Group, no date, online. The company was previously registered as Sydney Today Holdings Pty Ltd. The
founders of Sydney Today are Zhang Dapeng 5K AM8 (Roc Zhang), Chen Ming BR%& (Stan Chen) and Paddy Zhu (Zhu Lizhou?). Zhu Lizhou’s
Chinese name s likely to be &R IM; ‘Paddy Zhu (SRIZM), Facebook, no date, online. Zhu is a shareholder of Media Today. His ASIC-registered
address is in Heyuan city, Guangdong Province. As of 28 September 2020, the directors of Media Today were Yu Tianchen (Tim Yu, 1K /=, CEO
of Media Today), Zhang Dapeng and Chen Ming.

‘Dapeng (Roc) Zhang’, LinkedIn, no date, online. Before coming to Australia, Zhang had studied at the Nanjing Tech University, majoring in
electronic communication engineering. ‘J5,180/5 BB & #/NB 3L A0S B RER’ [Jingjiang member of the post-80s generation
becomes a young media tycoon in Australia after founding the Media Today Group], 35T HR [Jingjiang Daily], 28 March 2015, online.

In April 2019, the company claimed that its app attracted 710,000 users and its WeChat account had 670,000 followers; ‘= BHZ&E8 %/ i - ELi5Y
R — AR | ASHOETRRITT - 100 RE =& RAEE B (AHE) '[Sydney Today turns eight. Thank you for your company! Never forget our
original intention, forge ahead to achieve our mission, 700 guests gather to celebrate the anniversary], Sydney Today, 2 April 2019, online.

‘R E[#2’ [Development history], Media Today Group, no date, online.

‘K B [F1#2’ [Development history], Media Today Group; ‘B A A EEAR - MR A MBI [Our mission and values], Media Today Group, no date,
online. The developer of the Australia Today app is a Jiangxi-based company called Jiangxi Australia New Media Management Company
[not an official translation] ;T B8 M HTIRIAZE A BR/AS], which was registered in 2016. Stan Chen, Roc Zhang and Yu Tianchen (BI K /R)
are listed as shareholders. More than 50 people in Media Today are based in China, and half of them work on IT; = BB [Australia Today],
gimai.cn, no date, online; FALEZ M | gk th ZEHER | SHEREX ZWMIN - BIFIRAIMIA L [We are not mad! We will invest heavily to
find you! Melbourne Today is ‘head-hunting’. We are waiting for you to join us!], australia51.com, 5 October 2019, online; ‘= H&/ESBIF R
B PR ESETEERED [Sydney Today 5th anniversary celebration banquet, Chinese and Australian politicians and elites attended to
congratulate], Sydney Today, 17 March 2016, online.

Sydney Today’s WeChat ID is ‘sydtoday’. Nanchang Pandacheer Technology Co. Ltd is an unofficial translation of the company’s Chinese name
(FAEMEXSFRRARTEAT].

Several Chinese business information sites describe Sydney Today as a subsidiary of Nanchang Pandacheer Technology Co. Ltd (FE&
RFRFARTEAT)) in Jiangxi Province, China. ‘FAE /& AT R AR FTEAS) [Nanchang Pandacheer Technology Co. Ltd], Qcc,

no date, online; FMEMEXRZT R ABRZIEAS) [Nanchang Pandacheer Technology Co. Ltd], Tianyancha, no date, online; ‘< B & #&
[Media Today], Qcc, no date, online; ‘S BF&JE’ [Sydney Today], Aoweibang, no date, online; ‘S BF&EA RS’ [Sydney Today public account],
www.6949.com, 8 March 2018, online; ‘BR%8 [Chen Ming], itjuzi.com, no date, online.

2018 F S MU Z b RSB IEFTIRIA NG S G M IXAS 5 Fr R 55 70°[2018 list of the 30 most influential overseas Chinese-language new
media outlets, US China Press ranked no.4], uschinapress.com, 30 January 2019, online. (Note: The list was compiled by China News Service
and the Communication University of China based on big data analysis. It does not appear to include influential dissident media)

Selene Holding Inc,’s register agent is Feng Chen. It’s unclear whether this person is involved in Media Today’s editorial process.
YHLRZR 44’ [Organisational structure], ACPPRC, no date, online.

Joske, The party speaks for you.

Since 2014, Zhang Sangiang has been an overseas council member of the UFWD-linked Shaanxi Overseas Chinese Federation (BEFE & FFEX
%t JUEBINER) and an overseas delegate attending the 3rd meeting of the 12th Shaanxi Provincial Committee of the CPPCC, which

is run by the UFWD. ‘BEFE A B EIBYX LB B TR Z SRERE R )E [All representatives pay attention to these problems that Shaanxi people
encountered)], xian.qq.com, 17 January 2020, online; 3 =3& [Zhang Sangiang], ‘2R KR E B L2 P ENEFH40BEMLE X HF) 2 HEEH
12’ [Essays collected by the All-Australia Alliance for the Promotion of the Peaceful Reunification of China to celebrate the 40th anniversary of
the PRC’s reform and opening-up: Memories of reform], Sydney Today, 26 August 2018, online.

AEEN EIREIERNC IR E R FTINKBAST 72 [‘Huaxia Cup’ International Chinese Debating Championship completed, Team Singapore
won], Shanghai Public Diplomacy Association, 28 September 2015, online; Sarah Cook, Beijing’s global megaphone, Freedom House, January
2020, online; Philip Wen, ‘It’s not Chinese whispers: the mouthpiece through which Sam Dastyari reached millions’, Sydney Morning Herald,

7 September 2016, online.

Riordan, ‘Student denounces himself over ‘incorrect’ map of China’.

)\ B RIEERICIZAEMNS =28’ [Eighth GCLMF Oceania participant list], China News Service, 12 August 2015, online; 55 /1@ tt
FUESERICIZ KFE NS 2R [Ninth GCLMF Oceania participant list], China News Service, 6 September 2017, online; SB45MNERE SR HF
EPIEIHLE N EEFIRIUSRFE [High-level training course for overseas Chinese-language media successfully completed, Qiu Yuanping
expressed four wishes], cri.cn, 19 May 2016, online.
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https://archive.vn/aR2jf
https://archive.vn/iaFn6
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-china-television/tv-channel-trying-to-change-china-from-new-york-idUSTRE72G6SF20110317
https://archive.vn/f9bfv
https://archive.vn/6RAVW
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/05/technology/epoch-times-youtube.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/24/technology/epoch-times-influence-falun-gong.html
https://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/ad-aspi/2020-09/Twisting%20the%20truth.pdf?6iEKkEkvUYr7rHVYhoxSHU4kLPEgpfb9=
https://www.nbcnews.com/tech/tech-news/trump-qanon-impending-judgment-day-behind-facebook-fueled-rise-epoch-n1044121
https://web.archive.org/web/20190923171839/http:/mediatodaygroup.com/ourteam.php
http://archive.today/fd1n0
http://archive.today/zuwcY
http://archive.today/IElyr
https://web.archive.org/web/20190914015012/http:/www.sydneytoday.com/content-101914140327016
https://web.archive.org/web/20200928073928/https:/www.mediatodaygroup.com/wap/development.php
https://web.archive.org/web/20200611224426/http:/mediatodaygroup.com/
http://archive.today/kSetx
http://archive.today/SNfAu
http://archive.today/FeHPo
http://archive.today/0cna1
http://archive.today/9iVof
http://archive.today/z63J3
http://archive.today/Loj7R
http://archive.today/61jXE
http://archive.today/X85Pv
http://archive.today/Nn0eX
https://web.archive.org/web/20181210033530/http:/acpprc.org.au/schinese/ben.asp
http://archive.today/H6LdN
http://archive.today/SBodL
http://archive.today/IUXBQ
https://freedomhouse.org/sites/default/files/2020-02/01152020_SR_China_Global_Megaphone_with_Recommendations_PDF.pdf
https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/its-not-chinese-whispers-the-mouthpiece-through-which-sam-dastyari-reached-millions-20160907-grb12o.html
http://archive.today/KkPgu
http://archive.today/m63oH
http://archive.today/zmUNq
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SHEERFRRE PRBZESETEERIEY [Sydney Today 5th anniversary celebration banquet, Chinese and Australian politicians and
elites attended to congratulate], Sydney Today, 17 March 2016, online.

‘Dapeng (Roc) Zhang/, LinkediIn, no date, online. For example, in 2014, Sydney Today published a feature article about John Zhang, then
executive president of the Australian Shanghainese Association. ‘O ASE IR B THEM EBE 2 2 WITERKKER [Mindset is key to
success—Interviewing Zhang Zhisen, executive president of the Australian Shanghainese Association], Sydney Today, 26 August 2014, online.
SR REBEINPE) L% AT ESMELE [Australian Chinese community leader: Unite sons and daughters of the China living overseas,
make more contributions to China], Melbourne Today, 1 July 2011, online. William Chiu (1947-2015) held important positions in various
UFWD-linked bodies in China, including the CPPCC. ‘In Loving Memory of Dr William Chiu JP’, ACPPRC, no date, online; ‘B34 B 18 £ &7
[Life of Dr William Chiu], ACPPRC, no date, online.

FEAARLN A BEEMLATSIFIZ(ERE) [0ld and new community leaders join forces, Sydney Chinese community has a bright future
(photos)], Sydney Today, 1 March 2016, online.

Wen, ‘It's not Chinese whispers: the mouthpiece through which Sam Dastyari reached millions’.

hE FHR AR A IEZ R [Column by PRC Embassy in Australial, Sydney Today, no date, online.

BURMNSUGN - FFIE-kE EBRE 2 2 KKEHRM—E1E’ [A letter to Chinese community leaders and compatriots from Zhang Zhisen,
President of the Australian Shanghainese Association], Melbourne Today, 8 July 2014, online; ‘BUEME AIFFN - FrHE- KB EBEZ &K
KEFRA—EI(Z’ [A letter to Chinese community leaders and compatriots from Zhang Zhisen, President of the Australian Shanghainese
Association], Australia Today, 8 July 2014, online.

B BOREREFELON  EMA  RIDE BB 1EXEEL | [Breaking news! Huang Xiangmo responds for the first time: Trumped-up
accusations, did not break the law! Was asked to donate, please return the funds!], Melbourne Today, 8 February 2019, online; ‘BB EBE R A
BEIR : RIBE BIRZEIBF [Huang Xiaomo responds for the first time: Did not do anything illegal, please returned the donated funds], ACB
News, 8 February 2019, online.

WIEEABUAER BEOnEAPHRFBRE 551001k FARTEEN  T3HI= (HE) [Being accused of making improper political
donations, Huang Xiaomo releases a bilingual statement: Has nothing to do with the $100,000, doesn’t know the ‘strawmen’, party politics
are hypocritical (photos)], Sydney Today, 5 September 2019, online.

‘RTF LRI TR AR [Statement about the removal of some columns), Sydney Today, no date, online. As of October 2020, some of
Zhang's articles remain accessible on the website. For example, B2 A EE—H R TH THIIE—KE TR [Wisdom of life Part One: About
employment—Zhang Zhisen], Sydney Today, 13 December 2015, online.

—IE - BBE RN ROK I 2.3)82 70 | SHEEREFEIRER - KEFIEZ2 ! [A sentence from you will contribute A$2.30 to fighting the
firel Media Today is joining all ethnic Chinese-owned companies in Australia to launch a donation campaign!], sohu.com, 11 January 2020,
online.

FINEAEFIBBR TR ZEENIZE’ [Ethnic Chinese people in NSW donated a million Australian dollars to support Wuhan'’s fight
against epidemic], info.51.ca, 31 January 2020, online; SR AFMFFR AT BN MBEEZ S BR30ZHROE S A [The Chinese
community in Australia establishes the Wuhan Anti-epidemic Preparatory Committee, over 300,000 masks have arrived], All-China
Federation of Returned Overseas Chinese, 1 February 2020, online; ‘EN B - P ENDH! RAF T FE R /R TN EAEFZIZEINEX
HIE A THE’ [Wuhan, stay strong! Go! China! Ethnic Chinese in Australia’s State of New South Wales support Wuhan epidemic zone press
conferencel, huaxing.org.au, no date, online; Lisa Visentin, Nick Bonyhady, ‘NSW Labor staffer “stands aside” from Chinese-Australian
organisation’, Sydney Morning Herald, 19 September 2019, online; Nick McKenzie, ‘Former Chinese military man behind export of tonnes of
medical supplies’, Sydney Morning Herald, 31 March 2020, online.

REMR KBRS - BARMIHEERINSZER N NEEZSME NEMIBE1000/5 A K™ [United, we are strong as a fortress, our
great compassion reach no border—Wuhan Anti-epidemic Preparatory Committee in Australia’s State of New South Wales donates 10 million
yuan to Wuhan and other areas], Australian Financial News, 19 February 2020, online; SB AR FRBIIE N NEEZ =, 8302 AR
ASB#538 [The Chinese community in Australia establishes the Wuhan Anti-epidemic Preparatory Committee, over 300,000 masks have
arrived], All-China Federation of Returned Overseas Chinese, 1 February 2020, online.

BREL PRA IS BALFLS BRATSRT B8’ [Chen Min: Strategic and organic integration of Chinese and Australian economies brings
bright future for business and trade], China Council for the Promotion of International Trade Representative Office In Australia, 12 January
2016, online; Nadége Rolland, ‘Mapping the footprint of Belt and Road influence operations’, Sinopsis, 12 August 2019, online.

‘Lion Media Group’, Lion Media Group, no date, online.

SEMBE AR SEFEITES [Australian official WeChat accounts annual rankings], Aoweibang, 2019, online.

The 510z.com website compiled useful links for Chinese people living in Australia. ‘Milestones’, Lion Media Group, 8 August 2015, online.

The Welife website was established in 2016; ‘WelLife’, WeLife, no date, online.

EENEMAZEZHHIEREREARLE | SELLAISHFYE’ [Official announcement! Australia’s citizenship test has undergone major
changes for the first time in more than ten years! Starting on 15 November this year], Melbourne WeLife, 18 September 2020, online; ‘42
EHEORERLT | RN B AL | FRIREBELFEFR | [Oxford vaccine has resumed testing! The delivery time to Australia has not
changed! Vaccinations as soon as next year!], Melbourne Welife, 19 September 2020, online; 83T - B2 - B & | BB LZ 2 EIH 5% |
RERZ/RATAANW A | [Wrestling, abuse, kneel down on people! Hundreds of policemen fully armed! 74 people arrested in Melbourne
yesterday!], Melbourne WelLife, 14 September 2020, online.

Rosie Lewis, Joe Kelly, Tampa moment looms as latest poll tightens’, The Australian, 17 February 2019, online.

BIRAAETE [Melbourne Wellife], TasChinese Media, no date, online; ‘IbiR R X EEWERIFLBBR/AS) [n+medial, Qichacha, no date, online.
bREBRSEERFEBR AT —FNR I [n+media—intellectual property], Qichacha, no date, online. IE R B R EEER B R AT~
ZERN [n+media—operating situation], Qichacha, no date, online.

The general manager of Lion Media Group, Meiling Ke (aka Meena Ke), holds the remaining 10% share; see ASIC current and historical
company extract for Shiliu Pty Ltd.

‘Lion Media Group’, EPS Edu Pathways Group, no date, online; ‘About EPS’, EPS Edu Pathways Group, no date, online.

‘Lion Media Group’, EPS Edu Pathways Group, no date, online; ‘i EEIREFBBE/AS)’ [AirMedial, Qichacha, no date, online.
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http://archive.today/xq2bd
http://archive.today/xq2bd
http://archive.today/K6lEL
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http://archive.today/5e18F
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http://archive.today/PPBZL
http://archive.today/CJBSf
http://archive.today/VPqwC
http://archive.today/uEeMi
http://archive.today/zd3Uw
http://archive.today/e5B18
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https://web.archive.org/web/20200717013806/https://www.sohu.com/a/366305439_222390
http://archive.today/FgCQ2
http://archive.today/KKfTH
http://archive.today/nHaCh
https://www.smh.com.au/national/nsw/nsw-labor-staffer-stands-aside-from-chinese-australian-organisation-20190919-p52syo.html
https://www.smh.com.au/national/former-chinese-military-man-behind-export-of-tonnes-of-medical-supplies-20200330-p54f8a.html
http://archive.today/iyC7S
http://archive.today/KKfTH
http://archive.today/2kFJ0
https://sinopsis.cz/en/rolland-bri-influence-operations/
https://archive.vn/henP4
https://archive.vn/LBILV
https://web.archive.org/web/20150808015707/http:/www.lionmedia.com.au/?page_id=430
https://archive.vn/HDgXK
https://archive.vn/3ezO4
https://archive.vn/4hePL
https://archive.vn/SveDM
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http://archive.vn/yoO5j
https://archive.vn/IeI6s
https://archive.vn/IeI6s
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‘Lion Media Group’, Lion Media Group, no date, online.

Elvis Lin’s Chinese name is Lin Feng (AL).

‘New Impressions’, New Impressions Media, no date, online.

‘New Impressions’, New Impressions Media, no date, online. The Sydney Impression WeChat account is registered to a company called
newrank.cn (L8 &S BRI A R/AE), which is a service platform for content creation companies; ‘R F FAJ [About us], newrank.cn,
no date, online.

SBMENZR [Australian Impression], Australian Impression, no date, online.

Unofficial translation of company name.

SEYIBAEM R B BRAS) [Shenzhen Longton Network Technology Co. Ltd], Qichacha, no date, online.

See ASIC current and historical company extract for New Impressions Media Pty Ltd.

BN ERRBASHRESRIKEERL [Zhuhai Municipal Committee delegation and Sydney Chinese language media], AUST333, 5 July 2018,
online.

Unofficial translation of company name.

According to a recruitment notice, New Impressions Media has offices in Sydney, Melbourne and Shanghai. Longton Legal also has offices

in those locations, and its Shanghai office houses Shanghai Longton Business Consulting Co. Ltd (_E/SBA/ERE S EWAR/AE)). The former
executive director and manager of New Impressions Media’s Legal Advisory Department, Samuel Li, was also the managing partner of
Longton Legal. The former majority shareholder in New Impressions Media, Li Hongbo (Z3#£K), owns a 25% share in Longton Legal. He's also
a partner of the executive director and general manager of Shanghai Longton Business Consulting, Xuanyuan Yunling (3f &R =1%). Shanghai
Longton Business Consulting is the Shanghai office of Longton Legal and is responsible for developing the Australian Impression app; ‘#7E/]
SREEER  WIESAAT AW | RERBE  XEFHEMAES | [New Impressions Media Group is looking for experts! As long as you're
good enough, this is your time to shinel], Aoweibang, 15 July 2019, online; ‘BAEMIZS’ [Longton Network], Boss Zhipin, no date, online; £78
BAER S Z1|APR/AE) [Shanghai Longton Business Consulting Co. Ltd], Qichacha, no date, online; ‘New Impressions’, Wayback Machine
internet archive, 11 February 2020, online; ASIC current and historical company extract for Longton Legal Pty Ltd; ‘=8 BAE RS Z WA R A
&)’ [Shanghai Longton Business Consulting Co. Ltd], Qichacha, no date, online; IR (L Hongbol, Qichacha, no date, online; Li Hongbo and
Xuanyuan Yunling are both directors at a company called Zhongren Huaxu Investment Guarantee Co. Ltd (- 2NBIR EIBIRB DB R AT);
DT RBIRAFIBRERHBRAS) [Zhongren Haoxu Investment Guarantee Co. Ltd], Qichacha, no date, online; B EN S app Nk M EN SR
TEMZHFEv2.4.0’ [Australian Impression app download: Australian Impression information platform v2.4.0], Fuyi News Network, 25 July
2020, online.

‘BAERIEY [Longton Technology], Longton Technology, no date, online; ‘Bx%F A7’ [Contact us], Australian Impression, no date, online.

‘Anti-Hong Kong democracy protests in Sydney marred by ugly confrontations’, Sydney Morning Herald, 17 August 2019, online; ICfEX MY
Vicky I EL3Z M RERDE - BB AT - BRRH ! [Remember this Chinese girl named Vicky! It’s really ugly when you slander
China and lick white people like a dog], Sydney Impression, 10 September 2019, online; Y BIEA K HIEAIEEFF P [Australian
Chinese journalist Xu Xiuzhong attacked by the medial, ABC Chinese, 12 September 2019, online.

‘Chinese students in Australia are living in a new media landscape’, Sydney Morning Herald, 2 September 2019, online.

OURR MK E KA VRN EL AR5 S2IHa—F | RERES  WERAZARZKME WEFT &GI8 Z1F [China-
Australia relations to forge ahead and come to a big turn towards the better? Australia’s exports to China have soared, accounting for
nearly half of all exports! Australian experts warn that bilateral tensions have intensified, and the economic blow will hit far worse than the
epidemic], Sydney Impression, 21 August 2020, online; ‘€& EMBUN EZE L E - (EABRNX R BN DEREL | PEEETTARS
BEFEHER TREEMERERSMEMA " [Suddenly! The Australian government on the attack again, a ‘magical medicine’ commonly
used by Chinese people has been banned! Serious news on Chinese vaccine research: in July, the emergency use of a coronavirus vaccine
has already started], Sydney Impression, 23 August 2020, online; ‘22 & | PEXEMBE EEL F 7 SHES U EETE | 1/38NEI5E1 -
Hh Rt R84 o5 . [Suddenly! China in response to the dumping of Australian wine, has imposed high anti-dumping taxes! 1/3 of
Australian wine producers will close down, it will be difficult for the rest of the industry to escape the blow .. ], Sydney Impression, 18 August
2020, online.

‘New Impressions’, Wayback Machine internet archive, 11 February 2020, online.

SBUINENSR’ [Australian Impressions], People’s Daily Online, Australia and New Zealand Channel, no date, online.
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Radio program, according to the SBS website in 2017; ‘SBS Mandarin broadcaster May Hu honoured with Order of Australia Medal’, SBS,

12 June 2017, online; ‘EBIEAFA S IEICIZE EE B FEH 21T [Australia Chinese Community Leaders Summit held successfully in
Gold Coast], unitedtimes.com.au, 27 November 2014, online; May Hu, Kasing Chua, ‘& /2EAMNMIESTE £ = =8FF [Australia Chinese
Community Leaders Summit held in Queensland], SBS Mandarin, 6 September 2015, online; Anson Hong, May Hu, ‘tH 574817 M Gi it 48
WBIEM E1EINIEIT [Anson Hong of the World Association of Chinese from Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos for the Promotion of the Peaceful
Reunification of China discusses Cross-strait Fuzhou Forum], SBS Mandarin, 24 September 2014, online.

Tang Yongbei sometimes appears on SBS Mandarin’s program using her pen name, Jiang Shan (T LL); Lucy Chen, ‘$EN3E 2] 270 (B
[The multicultural card in Tasmanian elections), SBS Mandarin, 10 November 2014, online; ‘S 2 EER/IVKEE - ES F10ANZ iEFIBER
F—22 I"[Dear little friends in Hobart, please vote for me in the October election this year!], www.tascn.com.au, 10 August 2018, online.



http://archive.today/O25an
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-09-10/gladys-liu-parliament-eligibility-in-question-amid-accusations/11493632
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-09-10/gladys-liu-parliament-eligibility-in-question-amid-accusations/11493632
https://www.sbs.com.au/language/cantonese/zh-hans/audio/guo-hui-tong-xun-liao-chan-e-cheng-guo-hui-tao-lun-jiao-dian
https://www.sbs.com.au/language/zh-hans/audio/new-way-to-combat-chunyun-in-china-in-migratory-birds-style
http://archive.today/BzOJO
https://www.sbs.com.au/language/mandarin/program
https://www.accc.gov.au/system/files/Special%20Broadcasting%20Service%20%28revised%20version%20May%202018%29.pdf
https://www.sbs.com.au/language/mandarin/zh-hans/audio/recent-30-years-history-of-sbs-mandarin
http://archive.today/WXMyl
http://www.au123.com/news/australia/story/20130923/57253.html
https://www.sbs.com.au/language/mandarin/zh-hans/rohingya-tibetan-and-telugu-coming-to-sbs-radio-while-some-others-discontinued
https://www.sbs.com.au/guide/day/today/location/VIC
http://media.sbs.com.au/aboutus/upload_media/site_367_rand_108318840_sbs_2019_annual_report_digital.pdf
https://www.transparency.gov.au/annual-reports/special-broadcasting-service-corporation/reporting-year/2018-2019-4
https://www.smh.com.au/entertainment/tv-and-radio/sbs-australia-leaves-it-to-audiences-to-judge-chinese-propaganda-20180322-p4z5ra.html
https://tvtonight.com.au/2010/11/sbs-to-launch-mandarin-news-australia.html
https://tvtonight.com.au/2012/06/axed-mandarin-news-australia.html
http://archive.today/5HL9p
https://www.sbs.com.au/language/mandarin/zh-hans/chinese-media-officials-in-sydney-are-target-in-a-foreign-interference-investigation
https://www.sbs.com.au/language/mandarin/zh-hans/audio/tensions-china
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/business/media/confucius-unit-chief-keeps-his-sbs-voice/news-story/18489c31a910ba0b0ab7572ede9151f6
https://www.sbs.com.au/language/mandarin/zh-hans/audio/zhong-wen-zhuan-ye-lao-shi-wei-bei-zi-xun-bei-gan-cuo-bai-xin-zhou-zhong-wen-jiao-shi-xie
https://www.sbs.com.au/language/mandarin/zh-hans/xin-zhou-zhong-wen-jiao-shi-xie-hui-dui-kong-zi-ke-tang-ting-ban-bei-gan-cuo-zhe
https://www.sbs.com.au/language/mandarin/zh-hans/audio/_87
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/business/media/confucius-unit-chief-keeps-his-sbs-voice/news-story/18489c31a910ba0b0ab7572ede9151f6
https://www.sbs.com.au/language/mandarin/zh-hans/audio/culture-gossip
http://archive.vn/NzoCX
http://archive.today/T75Lt
http://archive.today/MPsGC
http://archive.today/ckjil
http://archive.today/NydH2
http://archive.today/NydH2
http://archive.today/0IqlX
http://archive.today/904OB
http://archive.today/pskB8
http://archive.today/PyKf3
http://archive.today/nw8Rk
http://media.sbs.com.au/home/upload_media/site_20_rand_710399796_sbs_editorial_guidelines_2016_30_march_2018_.pdf
http://archive.today/nw8Rk
http://archive.today/GbJO9
https://www.sbs.com.au/language/mandarin/zh-hans/audio/chinese-community-leaders-summit
https://www.sbs.com.au/language/mandarin/zh-hans/audio/taiwan-strait-forum
https://www.sbs.com.au/language/mandarin/zh-hans/audio/tas-elex
https://web.archive.org/web/20180828090751/https:/www.tascn.com.au/portal.php?mod=view&aid=81489
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Tasmanian Government records show Tang Yongbei has been treasurer of the Tasmanian branch of the ACPPRC since 2017; ‘Association
extract: Australian Tasmania Council for the Promotion of Peaceful Reunification of China Incorporated’, Department of Justice, Tasmanian
Government, 11 August 2020; SBM P ERFR—RIFSIEMN DSBS M I [Tasmanian branch of the ACPPRC established], ACPPRC, no
date, online; Baker, ‘Chinese bid to “nail” Tasmanian politics linked to Hobart City Council candidate’; [ #=2018] 30 {& B RN IA&E R
[Two sessions 2018: snapshots of representatives from the fields of culture and sports], SBS Mandarin, 8 March 2018, online. In August 2018,
when Tang was standing for the Hobart City Council election, SBS Mandarin gave her air time to promote herself; Wu Yin, ‘BB 45 I &2
ABEIRAL : 1t's time to give back (ZBIRHMERI5#T = 17) [Hobart city council election candidate Tang Yongbei: It’s time to give back], SBS
Mandarin, 19 August 2018, online.

Zhang was invited to comment on Australia’s foreign policy position on tensions between the PRC and the US; Jason Liu, [MR] 3=
PREZFFE M RIA B IRIIII7, [Viewpoint: In order to avoid being pressured by China-US relationships, Australia should have its
independent position], SBS Mandarin, 8 April 2019, online. Zhang was also invited to comment on the role of WeChat in the 2019 federal
election; Lucy Chen, ‘({15 SEZ A28 WIS - BXFB L2 B RAIAL 57’ [WeChat and election: ‘Unsafe’ WeChat, a battle in federal
elections], SBS Mandarin, 10 April 2019, online. ‘284324244’ [Organisational structure], ACPPRC, no date, online.

They are Xie Xin, Liu Jiang, Chen Yun, Chen Yishu and Zhou Li. See ‘Meet the Mandarin team’, SBS Mandarin, 24 April 2018, online.

FREBN  WEAEENIR D ZEEEETT [Southeast Net: launch with precision, gather force through multi-layer dissemination], Cyberspace
Administration of China, 27 February 2019, online.

SEN Australia’s URL is au.fjsen.com; ‘Z= Fa B A AL BE 1E Z& JE 21T 188X ZL’ [Southeast Net Australia launch ceremony held in Sydney],
China News Service, 8 April 2016, online; 8 & BIR 4B’ [Special coverage on website launch], SEN Australia, no date, online; ‘ZRm MW -f@#E 5
—HTEI]F’[Southeast Net—Fujian’s no. 1 news portal], fisen.com, no date, online.

SEN Australia’s WeChat ID is ‘senaus’; ‘ZREaATZE’ [Southeast Net Australia], mp.weixin.qgg.com, no date, online.

FREN  RE AN R D ZEEEE T [Southeast Net: launch with precision, gather force through multi-layer dissemination], Cyberspace
Administration of China, 27 February 2019, online. SEN Global sites now include Southeast Net USA, Southeast Net Australia, Southeast Net HK,
Southeast Net Philippines, Southeast Net Argentina, Southeast Net Malaysia and Southeast Net Japan; ‘SEN Global sites’, SEN Australia, no date,
online; In May 2020, SEN’s New Zealand liaison station (ZE8MFT =X £ 1h) was established in Auckland. ‘ZREE MW A =BX KU ER T =
BRI’ [SEN New Zealand liaison station established in Auckland], SEN Australia, 16 May 2020, online.

See, for example, ‘=& 1EF2MT R AR Z /OSSN BELR [Affected by pandemic, retail businesses in Australian cities freeze], SEN
Australia, 9 September 2020, online; YR R FA2 182.6 36 4N 25N R 55 KK M £ [Australia has over 26,000 confirmed cases,
Victoria set up 25 Corona virus sewage testing sites], SEN Australia, 10 September 2020, online; &N 24T & KBIFIESN’ [Zhangzhou city
starts autumn student financial aid activities], SEN Australia, 21 September 2020, online.

Some of these articles have bilingual versions. For example, before the federal election in 2016, SEN Australia published a series of interviews
of Australian politicians such as Earnest Wong and David Colman; 328 [Peng Han], ‘To the Southern Cross X iERE +F£ : FMN EIEE
WREER KEEPENEMAIEAFII A [To the Southern Cross: State representative of NSW Legislative Council Ernest Wong, I'm

the Australian with Chinese value [sic]’, SEN Australia, 16 June 2016, online; 822 [Peng Han], ‘To the Southern Cross X{1&E TF £: David
Coleman Federal MP for Bank 3T 58 8 £ X BX FBIX 52’ [To the Southern Cross: David Coleman, Liberals candidate for Banks], SEN Australia,

27 June 2016, online.

Forexample, in 2016, the newly launched SEN Australia published articles about a number of UFWD-linked individuals, such as Hung Ly (Z=E
34), current executive president of the ACPPRC, and Lam Fai Yuen (%f#%)/%), founding chairman of the Australia China Economics, Trade and
Culture Association (BN EPIELR B2 SERIATR =), permanent honorary adviser to the ACPPRC and an overseas adviser to the Federation
of Returned Overseas Chinese; MEZX [Lin Jiahui], “ZL AEFH =B AE——BMNEME £ 22K ZFE LA happy life of ‘drawing the bow
both on the left and right'—Hung Ly, president of the Australian Chinese Teochew Association], SEN Australia, 16 June 2016, online; Jessie, ‘[90
BEERE] MR = AAE —— MNP EZ R R MR H = B2 F EMEERE S [A member of the post-90s generation interviews
respected senior: A life of three don’ts—Lam Fai Yuen, founding chairman of Australia China Economics, Trade and Culture Association], SEN
Australia, 6 July 2016, online; (2N &% ) ETREFPFHFERERASEBEFTEFRKE TREZERESBINERZE [(Authorised release)
List of overseas council members of the 10th committee of the All-China Federation of Returned Overseas Chinese], All-China Federation of
Returned Overseas Chinese, 1 September 2018, online; ‘4H2R 4544’ [Organisational structure], ACPPRC, no date, online.

BT BIRIE’ [Special coverage on website launch], SEN Australia, no date, online; ‘ZRma W -8 #E 55— #1817 [Southeast Net—Fujian’s
no. 1 news portal], fisen.com, no date, online.

G [Topics and events], SEN Australia, no date, online; ‘ZIKIEA 4% [Ethnic Chinese worldwide fighting the pandemic together], SEN
USA, no date, online; ‘BB’ [Love the country and safeguard Hong Kong], SEN Hong Kong, no date, online. Since 2016, the Fujian Daily
Newspaper Group has been developing a ‘full media matrix” in order to ‘amplify the main themes’, following Xi Jinping’s instructions on using
innovative methods to carry out effective propaganda work while maintaining CCP control of media outlets. It has built a ‘centralised content
kitchen’ (PR EF R HRIR ) that integrates Fujian Daily, SEN and their social media accounts, as well as a content sharing system. ‘— g —
a—M (In) IBNEREICHEERSE’ [One newspaper, one station, one portal, amplify mainstream voice of Fujian], SEN, 19 February
2017, online; f@FEFEIF | IRIF<FIE QIR BN EARLE & B [Fujian media sector: uphold correctness while being innovative, advance the
development of media integration], CR/, 28 January 2019, online.

BEERREMEREBRAT [Fujian Minao Southeast Network Technology Co. Ltd], Qichacha, no date, online.

‘Fujian Min’ao Southeast Network Technology Co. Ltd’ is not an official translation of the company’s Chinese name; M &2 [Lin Jiahui], 1@

BRNNS 2 I REMBRA T IE R ERE’ [Fujian OCAO leaders met with SEN Australia delegation], SEN Australia, 17 June 2016, online; X
# [Liu Chang], PEESRHFSNAZE ETAREFSEFREAFRAIEER [0CAO director Qiu Yuanping held meeting with representatives
from Sydney Chinese community], SEN Australia, 24 March 2017, online.

‘108198 7RFEE 1R - 28— ! ’[October 19 Southeast bulletin, Monday!], ZRBHY ZE [Southeast Space], 19 October 2020, online.

Business records show that the other two shareholders are Liu Chang (10%) and Peng Xiao (10%).

2 [Peng Han), ‘PEIRAFI AEELQ FEHESSHEEEN = IR E MR AR IS KBRS 78— [Huang Rengang, Minister
Counsellor for Economic and Commercial Affairs of the Chinese Embassy, met with managers of SEN Australia and others], SEN Australia,

11 May 2016, online.
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https://web.archive.org/web/20180309203952/http:/acpprc.org.au/schinese/jinqi/2017/tzOct17.html
https://www.sbs.com.au/language/mandarin/zh-hans/1416441
https://www.sbs.com.au/language/mandarin/zh-hans/audio/huo-ba-te-shi-yi-hui-hou-xuan-ren-tang-yong-bei-its-time-give-backgai-dao-shi-hou-hui-kui
https://www.sbs.com.au/language/mandarin/zh-hans/audio/_14
https://www.sbs.com.au/language/mandarin/zh-hans/audio/_16
https://web.archive.org/web/20190717073608/http:/www.acpprc.org.au/schinese/ben.asp
https://web.archive.org/web/20201118031551/https:/www.sbs.com.au/language/mandarin/zh-hans/meet-the-mandarin-team
http://archive.today/tQ5pF
http://e.today/wVnmK
https://web.archive.org/web/20170615173552/http://au.fjsen.com/node_166025.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20200914133552/http://www.fjsen.com/introduce.htm#1
http://archive.today/QnizO
http://archive.today/tQ5pF
http://archive.today/bKkZf
http://archive.today/gl1zK
http://archive.today/R2jMl
http://archive.today/kuT9q
http://archive.today/8coGa
http://archive.today/GxKmK
http://archive.today/vhqI3
http://archive.today/OPs6i
http://archive.today/WqPfv
http://archive.today/iS49N
https://web.archive.org/web/20180130095325/http://www.acpprc.org.au/schinese/ben.asp
https://web.archive.org/web/20170615173552/http://au.fjsen.com/node_166025.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20200914133552/http://www.fjsen.com/introduce.htm#1
https://web.archive.org/web/20201006212131/http://au.fjsen.com/node_165646.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20201020045412/http://usa.fjsen.com/node_301452.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20200917033953/http://hk.fjsen.com/node_180213.htm
http://archive.today/Hugvl
http://archive.today/C0bUE
http://archive.today/EPvl4
http://archive.today/DDbZJ
http://archive.today/d0ZkJ
http://archive.today/N02GZ
http://archive.today/Dye8i
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WEZ [Lin Jiahui], REEF NS ARE MR ARG ERED [Fujian OCAO leaders met with SEN Australia delegation], SEN Australia,
17 June 2016, online.

Chen has reportedly been a vice-president of the Fujian Federation of Overseas Chinese Entrepreneurs; fEZF [Ke Yanyul, f@ 28 & TR
FHERRARSRINET BAFIMLEFRIREE [The 10th Fujian overseas Chinese congress held successfully, Australian ethnic Chinese
representatives attended], SEN Australia, 12 July 2017, online; ‘t@E2FT B 1% 25 (B M/ ¥ =871 [About Fujian Federation of Overseas Chinese
Entrepreneurs], Fujian OCAOQ, 18 August, online. In 2016, Golden Chen was appointed a council member of the Fujian Overseas Exchange
Association; {RE2EBRE N BEELFEMID) - (o)  BMESAFRZE [The 5th council committee of the Fujian Province Overseas
Exchange Association honorary advisers, advisers and council members list], Fujian OCAQ, 23 November 2016, online.

Chen has been president of the Australian Fuzhou Community Alliance Inc. GE##&[E £ %) and the Australia Minshang Business
Association (EMNBAER); 5/ \EMOZ RS RIEE R [8th advisory committee and council committee], SEMNEME £ 2 [Australian
Fuzhou Community Alliance Inc.], November 2016, online; XI#7[Liu Chang], VM BE =2 THRE M KHOAIE: TR A EB S [Australia
Minshang Business Association changes leadership, new president Chen Zhimou: one must be strong to forge iron], SEN Australia, 13 June
2017, online. He’s also an honorary president of the Australian Dongbei Chinese Association (BN PEZRIEE £2 %). 2019 @NPERIEE 2
=B REER- B E DI MR E T35S 2019 Australian Dongbei Chinese Association ‘Golden Pig brings happiness and wealth’ new
year banquet a success], 3 February 2019, Ostar Group, online; Nick McKenzie, Sashka Koloff, Mary Fallon, ‘Tony Abbott attends re-election
fundraiser at fugitive Chinese tycoon’s golf club’, ABC, 6 April 2019, online.

SEAFN @R 2B E B AR E B EM INE I [The 4th Fujian Entrepreneurs Forum co-organised by the Australian Fujian
Entrepreneurs Association successfully held in Sydney], China News Service, 3 December 2018, online.

SRAA T RRE SERENEEEAHIREREAINZED HREEHE BEAXR [The 4th Fujian Entrepreneurs Forum co-organised by
the Australian Fujian Entrepreneurs Association successfully held in Sydney, tell stories about Fujian Entrepreneurs, demonstrate excellence
of ethnic Chinese], 1688.com.au, 27 November 2018, online.

“hEEESUYEBEINFILIETUE R AR E [‘China Fujian Culture Overseas Station officially established in Sydney], Xinhuanet,

30 October 2018, online. Business records show that the AICTC, deregistered in August 2020, is linked to PJRY Group Pty Ltd, in which Golden
Chen and PJ Financial Group held the most shares. The director of AICTC is Zhao Bing (€4K), who is a small shareholder of the PJRY Group
and an adv ser to the PJ Financial Group; ‘BIBA7T 43 [Introducing Our Team], PJ Financial Group, no date, online; ABN Lookup, online. Zhao
Bing is also the founder of the Sydney-based Laozi Academy. According to the academy’s website, Zhao received ‘powerful [Taoist practice]
techniques through a private lineage of masters that has been unbroken for thousands of years’; ‘About Laozi Academy’, Laozi Academy,

no date, online. AICTC also claims to be running SEN Education Group Australia Pty Ltd PRAF)I ZREEE B B FR/AS]]. The CEO of SEN
Education is also Tang Weimin, editor-in-chief of SEN Australia. ‘Z<E8#{B’ [SEN Education], AICTC, no date, online; FREHBIATA
RIFOED RMNBZF (BE ) B [SEN Education organises a large essay competition ‘Stories about studying and living in Australial,
Sydney Today, 16 August 2019, online; 5K £33 [Zhang Jiaqi], ‘7~ A B A RD Ik 55 Th 2 7132018 F 55— HE AW R M SBIEVIIBE (SEN Australia
successfully ran the 1st 2018 correspondents workshop], SEN Australia, 9 March 2018, online.

B [XiaFang), “®@ BER @B XLEINRIESIRFHET POSANI R EXRSTEET =T [Travel happily brings happiness’,
Fujian Culture Overseas Station and Tourism Promotion Centre agreement signing ceremony and meeting held in Xiamen], SEN Argentina,

4 November 2019, online.

5 NEBF H3R (The Sydney PostZ&EFR ) — A4’ [Second anniversary of the digital edition of the Sydney Post], Sydney Post, 9 August 2020,
online.

The WeChat account is registered to an individual male in Hubei Province; ‘P23 &M & K157 T—IR’ [Adelaide netizen interviews Xiao Shi
YiLang], Sydney Post, 17 May 2020, online.

Unofficial translation.

AFT—REIE~EME 2 k) IETFFK [Xiao Shi Yi Lang—friends of the author] officially opened)], ChilliComment.com, 6 June 2020, online.
PUEBZEEM A IG5 +— IR [Adelaide netizen interviews Xiao Shi Yi Lang], Sydney Post, 17 May 2020, online.
BIRRNZFHF—NPEESEELR . THHEFREBERNETINEYT ! Melbourne’s ‘Support One China’ rally was postponed,
organisers condemn Hong Kong groups for falsifying the City Council’s permission], QieNews.com, 16 August 2019, online; ‘S/RA—MPE"
TET R BEBY ? ALESTRIERR’ [Is the ‘One China’ rally in Melbourne a ‘trap’? The organiser announced a postponement], ABC, 14 August
2019, online; ‘Pro-China rally in Melbourne condemning Hong Kong protests delayed over fake council permit’, ABC, 16 August 2019, online.
‘POEEEM RIS T — IR [Adelaide netizen interviews Xiao Shi Yi Lang], Sydney Post, 17 May 2020, online.

REEMATILBOEEIMN FEZMHATNIE [Democrats and Republicans attack the swing states, Biden’s lead challenged], Sydney Post,

1 September 2020, online; EFRBINERWKIGE : SPEARAEB ZRIERN Wang Yiresponds to the Czech speaker’s visit to
Taiwan: enemies of the Chinese people pay a heavy price], Sydney Post, 31 August 2020, online; B35 BB AR BT ASE & TikTok MPE R
3L’ [The Ministry of Commerce’s new technology export rules requires TikTok to get China’s approval], Sydney Post, 31 August 2020, online;
TNER LIPS E E A B & HTE " [Statue of the founding father of anti-discrimination in Canada ‘beheaded’], Sydney Post,

1 September 2020, online.

‘AR [Introduction], www.taschinese.com, no date, online.

RIFEEIN [Nihao Tasmanial, liqucn.com, no date, online. The WeChat account is registered to China-based company Qingdao Song Mao
A s

Business Consulting Co. Ltd (unofficial translation of B2 EFE@HRAE]). The company’s legal representative and owner is listed as
Liu Weilong (XIER); B2 EESBEARAE) [Qingdao Song Mao Business Consulting Co. Ltd], Qichacha.com, no date, online.
Business records show that Ding Songmao is also a director and secretary of a Tasmania-based company called Nihao Pty Ltd. His LinkedIn
page (archived) lists him as a director of Nihao Tasmania since 2007. It states that Nihao Tasmania provides ‘integrated Chinese digital
marketing solutions’, The connection, if any, between Nihao and Tasmania Chinese Media is unclear.

See, forexample, a list of articles supplied by the University of Tasmania, online.

See, for example, Rhiana Whitson, ‘Communist Party-linked group holds event at Hobart’s Parliament House, Tasmanian politicians attend’,
ABC, 5 December 2017, online; Matthew Denholm, ‘Sect leader tells faithful: follow Beijing “in everything”, The Australian, 1 October 2018,
online.



http://archive.today/DDbZJ
http://archive.today/TT33H
https://web.archive.org/web/20200922002557/http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache%3Ag15PZNV5BOwJ%3Aqb.fujian.gov.cn%2Fqbjs%2Fqbfc%2Ffjqstzqyxh%2Fzyhd%2F201108%2Ft20110818_266022.htm+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=uk&client=firefox-b-d
https://web.archive.org/web/20200923014911/http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache%3AmqCtRCDzkRcJ%3Aqb.fujian.gov.cn%2Fqbjs%2Fqbfc%2Ffjshwjlxh%2Flshmd%2F201611%2Ft20161123_280290.htm+&cd=23&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=uk&client=firefox-b-d
https://web.archive.org/web/20200414070400/http://www.afcaau.org.au/2016/01/01/%e7%ac%ac%e5%85%ab%e5%b1%8a%e9%a1%be%e9%97%ae%e5%a7%94%e5%91%98%e4%bc%9a%e5%8f%8a%e7%90%86%e4%ba%8b%e4%bc%9a/
http://archive.today/xXjeP
http://archive.today/BIuwK
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-04-06/abbott-attended-function-hosted-by-communist-party-linked-mogul/10962224
https://web.archive.org/web/20181203212232/http://www.fj.chinanews.com/news/fj_qlxdb/2018/2018-12-03/427782.html
http://archive.today/Bmfz2
http://archive.today/ijFQv
http://archive.today/862on
https://abr.business.gov.au/AbnHistory/View?id=59624449734
https://web.archive.org/web/20180819052943/http://www.laoziacademy.com/about/about-laozi-academy/
http://archive.today/Y1plZ
http://archive.today/XK3lQ
http://archive.today/5SL5d
http://archive.today/v9eAM
https://archive.vn/Wowyk
https://web.archive.org/web/20200901000823/https:/sydpost.com/?p=24310
https://web.archive.org/web/20200831234602/https:/www.chillicomment.com/?p=10333
https://web.archive.org/web/20200901000823/https:/sydpost.com/?p=24310
https://archive.vn/9gm9l
https://www.abc.net.au/chinese/2019-08-14/fake-approval-letter-used-for-melbourne-pro-china-protest/11409688
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-08-16/pro-china-protest-delayed-over-fake-melbourne-council-permit/11416848
https://web.archive.org/web/20200901000823/https:/sydpost.com/?p=24310
https://web.archive.org/web/20200901013421/https:/sydpost.com/?p=28543
https://web.archive.org/web/20200901013532/https:/sydpost.com/?p=28537
https://web.archive.org/web/20200901013716/https:/sydpost.com/?p=28528
https://web.archive.org/web/20200901013941/https:/sydpost.com/?p=28553
http://archive.today/xVQZv
http://archive.today/8ZAbq
http://archive.today/JFYgz
https://www.taschinese.com/forum.php?mod=forumdisplay&fid=63&page=2
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-12-05/tasmanian-parliament-used-by-group-link-to-china-communist-party/9224850
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