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A Lack Of Manufacturing Capacity Is  
Causing A Global Glove Shortage

During the COVID-19 pandemic, global demand for single use gloves has skyrocketed, exceeding the existing 
production capacity of manufacturers by an estimated 215 billion units, or about 37%. Although manufacturers 
are working aggressively to increase production, industry experts predict that significant shortages will likely 
persist into 2021.

Global demand for single use gloves has skyrocketed…

Pre-COVID 
Demand

COVID 
Demand

Healthcare 
Workers 
Treating 
COVID Patients

Essential 
Workers Now 
Needing  
Gloves

General
Public

New Stockpiling 
Initiatives By 
Healthcare 
Providers And 
Government

…but global supply is limited.

Ansell 2020 estimates; industry research

Estimated 2-3X Surge In Demand Four Factors Driving Demand

585 Billion Gloves

370 Billion Gloves

DEMAND SUPPLY Vetting: Securing FDA approved 
supplies, avoiding unproven and 
unreliable brokers

Logistics: Keeping providers up 
to date on supply availability 
and  delivery

Allocation: Helping to preserve 
supply for all customers

Conservation: Raising awareness 
of FDA and CDC recommendations 
for appropriate glove use

Distributors can help providers 
mitigate the impact.
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